Chief Reporter 
Punjab tona; 
Chardigarh 


Sabba 


’ 
L 
4 
: 
o 
i 
$ 
f : E 
; , 
i 
l 
i 


inal with; 


» Vidhan Sabha 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Digita 


aaaea ent a a a a E eT 
renee CL LT AA LT a n a a maara 


pien ar ; 


‘tre, 


S 


abba 


dhan 


i 


Punjab 


Digitiz 


‘ary 


tal Libi 


1901 
© 


Panjab} 


spate 


PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
DEBATES 


ord MAY, 1992 


ee 
VoL. I NO. 1 
tee A 


OFFICIAL REPORT 


Y 
ve 
e 
& 
CONTENTS 
SATURDAY, 374 MAY, 1952 
ec < ax 
a 
Da 28 f l . Pag ê 
' Swearing in of Members i 
ESP PP PY aT pona aN Y O aren. Ning 
Original with; ” Price . R 
unja idhan Sabha * eC. » 
ee . a , i 2/3 


Panjab Oe ee 


A 


4 
~ 
~ 
. 
we 
> 
a 
i 
i 4 
Oe Ae 
1 
— 
b 
f 
x z 
PAn 
ao ay 


Pe 


Originąl with; 
Punja vidh n Sabha 
Digiti ed by; 


Panj a biaa 


- 
X 


~ m } 7 
E 7 ‘ ' 
oa 
. ry ee 
t 
yoo} 
; 
f 
m { 
t 
i 
A a 
ey 
Es RG 
» 
: 
à% 
‘ 
+ 
: 
` ~ 
- 5 r 7 w “a 
P ži Ps 
+ > ` 
Fy = + 
$ pi M 
, : 
£ 
s í 
7 
tA 
2 
ka 
5 
~~ 
p ~ 
\ > 
N 
. ; 
a 
i 
X 
4 
-+ ~4 r 
r 


PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Saturday, 3rd May, 1952. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 
2-30 p. m. of the clock. Mr. Acting Speaker (the hon. Dr. 
Satya Pal) in the Chair. 


Acting Speaker (The hoa, Dr. Satya Pal *): Befase we proceed, 
Ií would like to read out the order received from the Governor appointing 
mə to administer the oath to the hon. Members. 

In exercisa of the powers conferred on me by Article 183 of the Constitu- 
tion of India, I, Chandu Lal Madhav Lal Trivedi, Governor of the 
Punjab, do hereby appoint Dr. Satya Pal to be the person before whom 
every member of the Punjab Legislative Assembly shall before taking 
his seat, make and subscribe the prescribed oath or affirmation. 

Now I would administer the oath in the following order. The hon. 
Ministers would be the first to take the oath. Then I have received a letter 
from Chaudhri Krishna Gopal Dutt that as he is not able to stand the 
strain, he should be administered the oath after the hon. Ministers. After- 
wards the lady Members will take the oath and later the hon. Members 


according to the alphabetical order. 


Swearing in of Members. 


The following members were then sworn in :— 


- The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar e ... Ludhiana City South. 
7 The hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon » a. Patti. 
The hon. Sardar Swaran Singh + ... Nakodar. 
4 The hon. Chaudhri Lehri Singh ~ .» Ganaur. 
i - The hoa, Pandit Sri Ram Sharma + ... Sonepat. 
. The hon. Shri Jagat Narain » ... Chandigarh. 
~ The hon. Chaudhri Sundar Singh » .. Gurdaspur. 
Shri Krishni Gopal Dutt -- | .. Panipat. 
Sirimati Parkash Kaur æ „o Ramdas. 
. Shrimati Shanno Devi ... Amritsar City West. 
Shrimati Sita Devi . E Jallundat City South-East. 
; Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan... _,. Ambala City. 
ee 
*Dr. Satya Pal had previously taken thea oath bafer: his Exeellansy.the 
Governor. oan 
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“ Snri Abdul Ghani Dar » 
Shri Abhai Singh + 
Sardar Achhar Singh « 
Sardar Ajmer Singh . 
Shri Amir Chand Gupta ~ 
Shri Babu Dayal UV 
Sardar Bachan Singh - 
Shri Badlu Ram , 

Shri Baloo Ram ~ 

Shri Balwant Rai Tayal - 
Sardar Balwant Singh , 
Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta , 
Shri Bhagat Ram . 

Sardar Bhag Singh - 
Sardar Bhag Singh - 

Shri Bishna, + 

Sardar Chanan Singh.- 
Shri Chand Ram Ahlawat æ 
Shri Chandi Ram Verma ~ 
Shri Chani Lal > 

Shri Dalbir Singh Gohar + 
Sardar Darbara Singh. « 
Sardar Darshan Singh 7 


Shri Daulat Ram ~ 


Shri Daulat Ram Sharma ~ 
Shri Dev Datt Puri ~ 

Shri Devi Lal > 

Sardar Devinder Singh ” 
Shri Dev Raj Anand 7 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi ~ 
Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht * 
Rao Gajraj. Singh ~ 

Shri Ganga Ram. ~ 

Sardar Gopal Singh.- 

Shri Gopi Chand * 

Shri Gorakh Nath 


Bhagat Guran Dass Hans. ^ 
Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa’ 
Sardar Gurbachan Singh Atwal -- 


Sardar Gurbanta Singh 
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. Nuh. 


Rewari. 


. Ajnala. 
. Samrala. 


... Amritsar City Central, 
... Sohna. 
.. Bagha Purana. 


. Kalanaur, 
. Balachaur. 


. Hissar City. 


. Khalra. 
.. Thanesar. 
. Haripur. 


Muktsar. 
Kot Bhai. 


. Nawanshahar. 


... Tanda. 
... Jhajjar. 
. Abohar. 


. Rewari. 


. Fatehabad. 


. Nurmahal. 
, Tarn Taran. 


Kaithal. 
Hamirpur. 


. Jagadhri. 


wee Sirsa. 


. Moga-Dharamkot, 
.. Ambala Cantt. 


. Rohtak City. 
. Hassanpur. 


. Gurgaon. 


... Fatehabad. 


. Jagraon. 


... Pundri. 
. Narot Jaimal Singh. 
.. Hoshiarpur. 


.. Nawanshahar. 
. Batala, 
. Adampur. 
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SWEARING 


Shri Gurdatt Singh a 
Sardar Gurdial Singk Dhillon s 
Sardar Gurdial Singh - 
Principal Harbhajan Singh F 
Shri Hari Ram“ 
Sardar Hari Singh 

Shri Harnam Singh Sethi = 
Sardar Iqbal Singh - 
Shri Jagat Ram „= 

~*Shri Jagdish Chand 

Shri Jagdish Chandra ~ 

Sardar Joginder Singh * 
Shri Kanhaya Lal Butail, =“ 
Sardar Karnail Singh Sidhu ⁄” 
Sardar Kartar Singh =” 

Shri Kasturi Lal Goel ` 
Shri Kesho Das ~ 

Sardar Khem Singh * 

Shri Khushi Ram Gupta + 
Shri Kadar Nath Saigal 
Shri Lajpat Rai ~ 

Shri Lal Chand Prarthi 2 

Shri Mam Chand ~ 

Shri Mam Raj e” 

Shri Mansa Ram Kuthiala >- 
Shri Maru Singh Malik p 
Shri Mehar Singh , 

Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar ” 
Chaudhri Mohd. Yasin Khan e 
Shri Mool Chand Jains’ | | 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri | 


Sardar Mukhtiar Singh = ` 


Shri Nand Lal. 
Shri Nanhu Ram ~ 


Shri Naranjan Dass Dhiman » 
Sardar Naurang Singh ~” 
Sardar Nidhan Singh « 
Master Partap Singh ” 
Bakshi Partap Singh ~ 
Sardar Partap Singh Rai ~ 


... OUjanpur. 
. Guru Har Sahai. 


-OF MEMBERS’ ee (a) 3 : 


... Palwal. 
. Kartarpur. 

... Jhabhal. 

... Garhshankar, 

... Dharamsala. 
. Dasuya. 
. Ferozepore. 

. Jagraon. 

--- Hoshiarpur. 

.. Shahabad. 

.. Ludhiana City North. 
. Dera Baba Nanak. 
, Palampur. 


Dabwali,. | 


... Garhshankar. 
. Asandh. 
. Pathankot.. 
... Amritsar, 
. Amb. 
. Ballabgarh. 
.. Hansi. 
.- Kulu. 
. Gohana. 
_.. Bhiwani. 
_ Una. 
.. Sampla. 
. Hamirpur. 
... Tarn Taran. 
... Ferozepore-fhirka. 
. Sambhalka. 


Adampur. 


. Moga-Dharamkot. 


.. Karnal. 
. Gohana. 


. Phillaur, 
... Samrala. 
. Mehna. 


Rupar. - 
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Sardar Partap Singh Ratta Khera ” ... Mallanwala. 
Shri Phaggu Ram .. Butana. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra +° .. Gurdaspur. 
Sardar Puran Singh = ... Kot Bhai. 

Shri Raghubir Singh - | „e. eraj. 

Sardar Rajindar Singh Gyani e- =... Rupar. 

Shri Rala Ram - ... Mukerian. 

Shri Ram Chand Comrade, pe _ a. Nurpur. 

Shri Ram Kishan , l l ... Jullundur City North-West. 
Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat. J. ... Bhiwani. 

Shri Ram Parkash v | ... Molana. 

Shri Ram Sarup ~ ... Butana. 

Shri Ranjit Singh ~ ... Hissar Sadar. 
Sardar Rattan Amol Singh ~” -» Molana. 

Shri Rizaq Ram ~ a. Rai, 

Shri Sadhu Ram , .. Naraingarh. 

Shri Samar Singh 7 ... Garaunda. 

Shri Sant Ram ~ ... Nakodar. 

Sardar Saroop Singh ~ ... Amritsar City East. 
Shri Sarup Singh » .. Narnaunda. 
Sardar Shamsher Singh, * .. Ludhiana Sadar. 
hri Sher Singh ~ ... Jhajjar. 
Sardar Shib Singh ~ a. Rania. 

Shri Sri Chand .- ... Bahadurgarh. 
Sardar Sohan Singh -7 „a Deas. 

Shri Som Datt > ... Simla 

Shri Teg Ram .. Khuian Sarwar. ` 
Sardar Uttam Singh ~ ... Sri Gobindpur. 
Shii Wadhawa Ram ~ ... Fazilka. 

Sardar Waryam Singh “ ... Amritsar. 

Sardar Waryam Singh., » s Serah. 

Sardar Wazir Singh. ~~ ... Delhon. 


Acting Speaker: I think the hon. Members will have received the 
agenda for the next sitting. ‘he House will meet on Mondy, the 5th May, 


1952, at 2 p.m. 
The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p. m. on Monday, the 5th May, 


1952. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Monday, 5th May, 1952. 
The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla at 2 p.m. of the 
clock, Mr. Acting Speaker (The hon. Dr. Satya Pal) in the Chair. 
SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS 
f The following Member was sworn in. 
k Shri Hari Chand (Anandpur). 
+ 
ELECTION OF FHE SPEAKER, : 
4 Acting Speaker: Item No, 2 onthe Order Paper is the ‘Electiou 
of the Speaker’. 
Chief Minister (The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar): I beg to move: 
That the hon, Dr. Satva Pal who is'present in the House do take the Chair 
as Speaker of the Assembly, 
Minister For Revenue And Development (The hon. Sardar 
x, Partap Singh Kairon): I second the motion. 
” Acting Speaker: Is there any other proposal ? 
Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda): I propose 7 
f That Sardar Partap Singh Ratta khera who is present in the House do take tha 
i Chair as Speaker of the Assembly. 
Ai Sardar Partap Singh Rai (Guru Har Sahai): T second the motion. 
s Acting Speaker: Js there any other proposal ? (Voices : No) Then 
according to rules, I take up the first proposal. The question is : 
That Dr. Satya Pal who is prasent in the House do take the Chair as 
Speaker of the Assembly. f 
Those who are in favour of the motion please rise in their seats. 
Members rose in their seats. Those who are against the motion please 
rise in their seats. Some members rose in their places. 
x Since an overwhelming majority of members have supported the 
f motion, I declare that the motion moved by the hon. Shri Bhim Sea 
Sachar and duly seconded hy the hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon, is 
5 aarried, (Cheers), 
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[Acting Speaker] r 
Now [ call upon Dr, Satya Pal to take the Chair as Speaker of the 
Assembly. (Renewed cheers) k $ 


Chief Minister (The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar) (Hindi) : 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, itis with a sense of great pleasure that I rise to offer 
my hearty congratulations to you on your election as the Speaker of this 
august House constituted under the New Constitution. In view of your 
experience, integrity, intellect and quick understanding of things and 
such other eminent qualities you are decidedly the most befitting person 3 
to hold this high office. Wben I am reminded of the innumerable . 
sacrifices made by you in the cause of our country’s freedom, I feel that 
it is not only you who deserve to be congratulated for having been , 
elected as the Speaker of this august House, but also the hon. 
o Members of this House, too, who have in a most magnificent 
manner elected you by an over-whelming majority, equally deserve to 
| be congratulated (Cheers). So while offering my felicitations to you, I 
cannot do without congratulating the hon. Members for electing you 
in a well disciplined and magnificent manner 


My hon. Friends are aware of the fact that this House has been 
_ constituted under the provisions of the New Constitution. This Chair 
| has its own traditions which have been set up by high personages 
occupying it from time to time and I have no doubt that you will, 
during the tenure of your office, add to the dignity and grandeur of the 
Chair hy maintaining the high traditions of the House. 


Mr. Speaker, we are passing through critical times. We have set 
ourselves to the service of our motherland. It is not the people in the e 
galleries alone who watch our day-to-day proceedings, but I think the x 
eyes of millions, nay the whole world are turned towards us. ‘ 
They watch our proceedings, what we do on the floor of this House, with 
profound interest. 


Mr. Speaker, I am quite sure, that during the tenure of your high 
office the proceedings of this House would be conducted in a very 
befitting and dignified manner. Your noble personality is the very 
embodiment of long sufferings and sacrifices made in the attainment 
of our country’s freedom. Yours is the most appropriate personality * 
to adorn this Chair. I have no doubt that, under your leadership, 
there will be strict order and discipline in the House. I am sure that 2 
the hon. Members will not loss sight of the sense of proportion while 
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making speeches on the floor of the House and will thus succeed in 
p maintaining its high traditions. Mr. Speaker, as Leader of the House, 
I offer you my hearty felicitations on your election as Speaker of this 
august House and pray the Almighty that under your able guidance and r 
leadership we may be able tọ leave behind high traditions to be = 
followed by uthers. Permit me to say, Sir, that in you we find 
independence of judgment, impartiality and fairness which are 
essentially required of a Presiding officer of this House. I am sure, 
the historians, while writing the history cf our Free India will make a 
v record of your work during the tenure of your office in golden letters. 


Minister For Revenue And Development (The hon. Sardar 
Partap Singh Kairon) (Punjabi): Sir, | express my great pleasure on 
your election as Speaker of this august House. Everybody knows that 
j you are a Congress leader of long standing and high repute, who fought 

against British Imperialism for many years. Your name has been 
associated with the struggle for independence since the martial law 
days and the shameful happening of Jallianwala Bagh firing when the 
Indian Independence Movement gathered momentum. It was 33 years 
ago that you raised the banner of revolt against the foreign rule and 
since then you have been working with unabated zeal and vigour for 
the welfare of the country. Your contributions to the cause of the 
country’s freedom are immense. It was but proper that in 
recognition of your selfless services the choice of offering this exalted 
office of Speakership should have fallen upon you. I am fully 
confident that vou will raise the prestige of the House, and, in fact, of 
the Punjab by vour cutstanding ability and independence of character, 
, I offer my hearty congratulations to you on behalf of the Congress 
= Assembly Party and I appreciate the decision of the House for having 
elected you as the Speaker of this august House. By arriving at this 
° decision the House has rightly judged the sterling qualities of your head 
and heart. I am sure that you will discharge the duties of this office 
admirably and receive the fullest cooperation from all the members 
in maintaining the discipline of the House. Under your leadership we 
will add not merely to the dignity of the House but to the dignity of 
each member of the House. Iam confident that you will be able to 
solve all the complicated problems and on our part wə assure you 
cf our full cooperation in all matters. Just as you have toiled for the 


Ñ country’s cause and struggled heroically for the liberation of the 
j country, similarly I hope, that under your able guidance, the new 
` Punjab will march forward to progress and dvring the life of this 
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[Minister for Revenue and Development] 


Assembly you will have earned a great name for yourself and that you 
will leave behind good traditions and conventions. 


Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi) : Sir, I offer my 
hearty congratulations to you on your election as the Speaker of this 
House. There is no denying thefact that every Punjabi is fully 
aware of the sacrifices you have made in the cause of the freedom of 
the country. I have nothing to say against your person but am 
against the party to which you belong as that party has never respected 
the law of the «land in the past. ( Voices: No. ). It was because of 
this that my party had proposed the name of Sardar Partap Singh, 
an independent member, for the office of Speakership. The hon. 
Speaker should be a non-party man and so we proposed the name of 
an independent candidate. 


Mr. Speaker : On such an occasion I do not think that any hon. 


-< Member should attack any party. If you do not wish to congratulate 


me, please don’t. But do not mar the grace of the occasion by attacking 
the party to which Shri Bhim Sen Sachar and Sardar Partap Singh 
belong. | 


Sardar Wazir Singh: I then congratulate you, Sir, on your 
election as Speaker. of this House and assure you that our party will 
offer full cooperation to you in the maintenance of discipline in the 


House. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: (Amritsar West City) (Hindi) Sir. 
T.congratulate you today on your eleciion as Speaker of the House. I 


am speaking on behalf of the young and old, men and women of the State 
and feel proud to see the ‘lion of the Punjab’ in the Chair. We all feel 
happy over thia decision. As a matter of fact the Punjab needs such men 
as you possesing an iron will and a strong determination to guide its 


destinies. I must say that the Congress Assembly Party and the Congress 
High Command have done great favour to the members of this House by 


arriving at such a decision It will take a fairly long time of the House 
if I were to attempt to recapitulate the services rendered by you in 
the cause of the country. In fact the whole Punjab feels proud and 
honoured on your occupying this Chair. There are some persons who 
attain prominence and popularity by occupying a Chair of power and 


authority, but a gifted man like you, with your towering personality 
and outstanding qualities, will certainly adorn the Chair that you have 
occupied, J am sure that vour name will find a rightful place in the 
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history of Punjab and the future generations will appreciate your 


p exceptional virtues and uneommon qualities. Sir, I know of a time 
when you raised a slogan that you would see your neck broken rather 
: than bend before the British Government. It was indeed commendable 


that you refused to be cowed down by the strong British Government. 
That was the time when strong and supermen like you were needed 
to drive away alien rulers from the Indian soil. I feel that there is 
even a greater need of strong men like you when Punjab is as yet in 
the making. J thank God that the House has been able to get a 
strong and experienced man like you to preside over its deliberations. 
Our past experience has shown that many of the honourable members 
did not care to maintain discipline and dignity of the House. 


Mr, Speaker: I expect that the hon. Members would only 
make congratulatory speeches end refrain from casting reflections 
on the ex-Members of the Assembly. If any of the hon, Member 
does not feel inclined to~- offer his congratulations to me, he may 
not do so. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: With these words, Sir, I offer my 
hearty congratulations to ycu on behalf of my party and consider 
it asa piece of good luck that a person like you has been elected the 
Speaker of this House. . 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punjabi): Sir, I had proposed 
the name of Sardar Partap Singh.......... 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should not discuss or criticise 
the decision of this House. If any hon. Member feels inclined to con- 
gratulate me he may do so, but I will not allow the hon, Members to 
? speak in favour of any other candidate or to say anything against 

the Chair. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Sir, I congratulate you on your elec- 
tion as Speaker of this House. You have been elected as Speaker 
because you happen to belong to a party which commands the majority 
in this House. T hope that you will give a fair deal to all the parties 
in this House. So far as the allotment of time for speeches is concerned, 
I trust you will give an equal opportunity to the Opposition Party so 


. that it may be able to give a free expression to its views and offer 
i criticism on all issues that come up before the House, If you set up 
> 
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[Sardar Chanan Singh] 


good conventions in this House you will then really deserve the con- 
gratulations of the Opposition Party. 


Y 


Another thing which I would like to bring to your kind notice 
is this. Some of the hon, Members belonging to the Congress party 
have dwelt on the fact that your past career has been out and out 
anti-imperialist and that it has been one long struggle against 
imperialism. But, Sir, my submission is that today your party is 


not anti-imperialist. It is the party which is running the Government. 


Chief Minister: On a point of order, Sir. May I just crave | P 
your indulgence to tell the hon. Member through you that after a 
member has been elected as Speaker, he ceases to bea member of 


any party, 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Sir, once again I congratulate you 
on your electien to the office of Speakership. Itis my most earnest 
hope that you will hold the scales even between the Government party 
and the Oppesition is all matters relating to this House. It is only in 
this way that the tine voice of the people will be heard here, 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Ambala City) Sir, (Hindi) : I could 
not decide whether T should first congratulate myself, the House or 
the hon. Dr, Satyapal because I thought that each one equally 
deserved this honour. I think Iam right when I say that, we the 
: members of this House, who have got the services of such a brave, 
fearless and able personage as the Speaker deserve to be congratulated a 
more than anyone else. You have, Sir, by your example shown how 
fearlessly a true patriot can face the armed might ofan imperialistic 
power regardless of all difficulties and hardships. 


I think I am right in saying that this House has no older ‘ general ’ 
in it than yourself—nay even this State has none of your standing and 
calibre. I have every hope—nay it is an article of faith with me—that 
you willnot only maintain but improve upon the best traditions of 
this office of Speakership and this House just as you have been among 
the foremost in maintaining the dignity and carrying forward the 
traditions of your country. With the fullest confidence in your adding 
to the diginity of this Chair, I congratulate you most heartily. 
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Sardar Ajmer Singh (Samrala) (Punjabi): Sir, on behalf of 
p the Opposition, T congratulate you most heartily. Before your election 
as Speaker you belonged to the Congress party and, therefore, we had 
decided to support the candidature of an independent member to the 
office of Speakership but now that you have been elected, we look 
upon you as a non-party man and assure you of the fullest co-operation 
of the Opposition in conducting the business of this Assembly. At the 
same time we hope that you will not fail to extend to us the same 
facilities and privileges and opportunities of expressing our view-point 


x as to the members belonging to the government party. We also expect 
E you to lend us a helping hand in the maintenance of the traditions of 
« an Opposition and let us play our due role in the deliberations of this 
Assembly. On our part, we assure you of our best endeavour to keep 

n up and enhanc the diginity of the Chair. 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: (Ballabgarh) (Hindi). Sir, it is our 

infinite good luck that we find ycu today occupying and gracing the 

Speaker’s Chair. I have, therefore, great pleasure in paying a tribute 

to the ability, farsightedness and wisdom of those hon. Members 

who have chosen a man, like you for this honour. My memory 

takes me back to tie ominous year—1919—when a very dark cloud 

hung over the Indian horizon and there was not a ray of light to be 

seen. Here is seated before me a warrior of those perilous times- 

Pandit Jagat Ram—who was then undergoing a sentence of trans- 

portation for life. I too was under detention in some jungle. We were 

wondering who would raise his voice now against British imperialism. 

A little later the news reached us that in Amritsar a patriot had 

raised the banner of independence and that patriot was Dr, Satyapal 

_ (Cheers). Today if we have the freedom of speech, discussion and 

criticism inside these Assemblies and Councils as well as outside, it is 

i in a very large measure due to the efforts made by persons like 

Dr. Satyapal who were always ready to defy the alien government 

and inhabit its jails. There is no gainsaying the fact that Dr. Satyapal 

has devoted the best part of his life to the service of his country and 

nation. I am very happy to find that today this State has honoured 

one of its bravest sons in a befitting manner and I have every hope 
that he will, like the late Vitthalbhai Patel in the days of British  — 


rule, maintain and enhance the dignity of the Chair. 
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Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) (Hindi): Sir, on your election 
to the office of Speakership, I congratulate you most heartily on my 


own as well as on behalf of my friends. 
Minister for Capital Project: Friend or friends ? (Laughter) 


Shri Sri Chand: That way, everybody here is my friend. 
Sir, with y ur ripe age and mature experience, Iam sure you will 
succeed eminently in maintaining the dignity of this House. In all 
sincerity I assure you of our most willing co-operation with you in 
all matters pertaining to this House, and I hope that you will also 
accord us equality of treatment along with others. 


Shri Ram Kishan (Jullundur City North West) (Hindi) :— Sir, it 
isa great pleasure to offer felicitations to you on your election as 
Speaker of this august House. I am reminded of the days 33 years 
ago when you first raised the standard of liberty against the tyranny 
of the Britishers. Now it is gratifying to see that the dream which we 
dreamt three decades ago has been realised in the true sense of the 
word under your able guidance. I congratulate you for your fearless- 
ness, ability and statesmanship with which you have led us through 


the struggle for Independence, It will be no exaggeration to say 
that no one else except you could have guided the deliberations of 
the Punjab Branch of the Indian National Congress with such zeal and 
ability as you did 25 years ago and tried your level best to steer the 
ship of the Punjab Congress through thick and thin and led it to 
its destination. I hope that the expectations of those friends who 
gave you the title of the “ law breaker” will be realised when during 
the tenure of your exalted office vou maintain the high traditions 
established by Sardar V. J. Patel, Shri P. D. Tandon, Sardar Kapoor 
Singh and Syed Nausher Ali. It may be stated that 30 years ago in this 
very Assembly Chamber Shri V. J. Patel while presiding over the 
deliberations of the Assembly set up such lofty traditions as have 
become a land mark in the history of Legislatures in India. The 
independence of thought which the hon. Shri Patel showed, will ever 


he remembered. I am confident that just as 30 years ago when in 
this land of Ranjit Singh, Bhagat Singh, Kishan Singh and Lala 
Lajpat Rai, yon laid the foundation of unity among Hindus, Sikhs 
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[Shri Ram Krishan] 


j> and Muslims by sinking their differences, you will be instrumental 
in the erection of the new Punjab of our dreams, 


Now, Sir, we are passing through critical times, Two great 
ideologies are coming into conflict with each other. The first is 
propounded by the Communists who want to establish their dictatorship 
in the country and the other is the establishment of unadultrated demo- 
cracy in this land. It is my fervent desire that under your able leadership 
we should succeed in establishing that Parliamentary Democracy of which 
this is the beginning, and for the establishment of which we have 
sacrificed our all. Jam sure after the Japse of 5 years our system of 
government wil] prove a great success. I remember that in the united 
Punjib when the late Sir Sikander Hayat Khan was at the helm of 
t affairs, you put a tough fight against the Unionist Government and 
i before that successfully resisted the “ Dyer Sahib ”. I, therefore, hope 

that a new Punjab will emerge under your leadership and all sections 
of the people will have this feeling that you belong to all and not to one 
partv alone In the end I hope that by keeping up the high tradi- 
tions of your office you will keep the flag of Punjab flying aloft. Well, 


Sir, I again congratulate you un yonr election. 


Sardar Partap Singh Ratta Khera (Mallanwala) (Punjabi): 

Sir, beirg a candidate fer the office of the Speakership I had the first 

right to congratulate you on your having been elected as Speaker of 

this House. I, therefore, offer my heartiest congratulations to you in 

a spirit of sportsmanship. Now, Sir, after your elevation to this high 

ee office, you have become a non-party man and, therefore, it is expected 

of you that you will administer evenhanded justice to all Members of 

> the House irrespective of their party affiliations. I hope you will treat 

the opposition on the same level as the party in power. With these 
words J again congratulate you, Sir, on your success. 


Shri Abdul Ghani Dar (Nuh) (Hindi): Sir, this august House 
of this great land is now to function under your great and able 
leadership. Yon will, perhaps, remember that in 1917 when you started 
the struggle for Independence, I was only a child and a student of a 

ii school. I felt attracted towards you and to your movement of freedom 
- for the country. Not only 1, but also my brother, my niece, and my 
~ wife all took keen interest in your activities. They laid down their 
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lives at the altar of freedom for the country. I assure you of my fullest 
co-operation in your new sphere of duties and I would continue doing 
that with the same zeal with which the three members of my family 
sacrificed their all for the country at your behest. I have imbibed 
the same spirit which permeated these three members of my family 
and Mr. Speaker, I assura you that I would play my part honestly 
in the making of a ‘New Punjab’ for which this august House as well 
as the hon. Leader of the House have taken a pledge. I hope the hon. - 
members of the Opposition will also extend their co-operation in the 
realisation of this pledge because they too have to achieve this very goal 
with the hon. members sitting on this side of the House. Mr. Speaker 
we are certain that you will see that fullest justice is done to every 
member of the House including the opposition party. Tam sure the 
opposition also contains a large number of patriots who will not hesitate 
in extending their co-operation towards the making of the new Punjab. 


I keenly desire that our great Leader who gave birth to the Freedom 
movement in the Punjab and others who worked mnder his leadarship 
should sce with their own eyes the emergence of the new Punjab. It 
needs no mention that Partition dealt a stunning blow to the economy 
of the Punjab but I hope that our Government will convert this land 
of ours into such a flourishing and prosperous State that our displaced 
brethern will forget the colonies of Montgomery and Lyallpur. Not 
only that the Hariana Districts will also receive supplies of water 
in such abundance that they will! become granary of India. In the end, 
I would submit that just as you have served your country fearlessly and 
selflessly, similarly you will maintain, rather enhance the dignity of 
this House. Tam sure, you will conduct the business of the House 
in such a manner that the members sitting opposite will co-operate 
with you wholeheartedly. I, therefore, extend my heartiest congratu- 


lations to you on your elevation to the high office. 


Sardar Acchar Singh (Ajnala) (Punjabi) : I offer you, Mr. 
Speaker, my heartiest congratulations. Although the hon. Chief Minister 
has told the House that henceforth from the constitutional point of 
view you, no longer, belong to the Congress Party, yet, I would suggest 
that you may kindly remain above party politics in your actions. We 
have still to .. . (interruptions). 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER (2) 11 
Mr. Speaker Party references are not allowed in the House. 


Sardar Acchar Singh: I hope that you would allow equal 

‘ opportunities both to the opposition and the government party. No a 
doubt, the members in the opposition are very much ina minority, 

yet they have entered this House with a firm resolve to build a ‘New 


Punjab’. The Congress Party might have got a fresh programme 
before it and it might, even, be following the same. ... ... 


a ne ia aat i daai aik, 


Mr. Speaker : No party references please. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Iam not making any party reference. 
i If I may be permitted to say only a short while ago party reference was 
made by an hen. Member but he was not asked to avoid it. Anyhow, 
a if the references of this kind are contrary to the rules and procedure of 
i the H- use, I welcome the ruling. Well, Sir, Tam confident that you 


would liberally offer opportunities to the opposition to place its views 
and ideas before the House. 


Mr. Speaker: I take full responsibility to accord equal rights 
and opportunities io everybody. I welcome every suggestion that 
has been made to me to administer full justice toeveryone. I feel that 
enough has been said in this respect and enormous opportunities to 
this effect have vet to come in our way. 


Tam greatly indebted to the hon. Members of the House for 
the kind sentiments expressed by them. I express my sense of 
gratitude for the pains that you have taken to suggest to me a lot of 

Y things. Really, I feel, that your willingness to co-operate with me will 
+ help me a great deal in imparting full justice to the fullest possible 
extent. once again, I feel thankful to you. You may rest assured that 
` so far as I am concerned, Ishall not give you any chance for a complaint 

( Cheers ). 


The help that the members of the opposition want me to give to 
them and the demands that they have put forward need no comment 
from me at this juncture. I feel that the promises at this time carry 
little value because many of the promises may not be fulfilled. 
T, therefore, request you to please wait and see as to how I guard 
their legitimate rights. ( Cheers). From today onward, [shall be a 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panj abl eine 


(2) 12 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [5th May, 1952 
(Mr. Speaker] 


no-party-man. But even though I shall be a no-party-man, yet I am 4 
proud to be a Congressman. My head and heart are one and they 
carry the imprint of the Congress ideas and ideals, and due to my ` 


i life long connections with the Congress they are ineffaceable (Cheers). 

While in the Assembly, I shall conform to all the high canons of consti- 

tuional procedure but I feel that I see no reason to changing my views, 

ideas and ideals. No man of principles and integrity would be able to 

shake off one’s life’s ideology, but, then [ must say that while imparting 

jutice and zealously safe guarding the rights, one must keep aside one’s 

; personal views and ideals. T want to assure you with all the emphasis at 

| my command that during my term of Speakership T shall not tolerate any 
injustice being done to any hon. Member or group—whether occupying y” 
the Ministerial or the Opposition benches. The Opposition Members 
seem to be anxious to get promise from me. My only promise is that 
justice would not be wanting. I also wish to request the opposition 
members that they should also fulfil their obligations in an atmosphere 
of cordiality and in the higher interests of the masses they represent. 


I expect, hon. Members, that you will all co-operate with me in 
maintaining the discipline and dignity that legitimately belong to this 
House. The eyes of the entire State are set on you—irrespective of 
the fact whether you adorn the treasury benches or constitute the 
ranks of the opposition, You are the representatives of the people 
and have entered upon your new career of legislators to alleviate the 
hardships and miseries of the common man. Differences in ideologies 
do exist but I need hardly say that the ideal, namely, to promote the 
welfare of your people is the same. ‘The masses, outside, expect 
frem all of us that their interests will not be ignored ; and that their < 
hardships will be removed. I request the hon. Members of the 
Ministerial party they they should leave no nerve unstrained in telling 
the masses as to what they are going to do to redeem the confidence that 
the masses have reposed in their elected representatives. I also expect 
| that the opposition members would not be lacking in their zeal to co- 
operate in building a “new and prosperous” Paunjab—the cherished 
goal of us all, 


I do not cross the limits of my expectations when I hope that all of 
you will extend the fullest measure of co-operation to meso that I a 
may be able to discharge the responsible and arduous duties that 


have been entrusted to me by all of you. As regards myself, | being > 
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assure you that I shall do my utmost to give no chance of complaint 
to any man or group—Ministerial or opposition—and that I will uphold 
Justice as an end in itself, I hope that while I am in this chair no 
one will have any ground for tear or suspicion (cheers). 


Chief Minister: (The hon Shri Bhim Sen Sachar) : I move that 


the Assembly at its rising to-day shall stand adjourned till 10.00 a. m. 
on Friday the 9th May, 1952 


Shri Dev Raj Anand : Does it mean that there will be no Address 
by the Governor ? 


Mr. Speaker : His Excellency the Governor will Address The 
Legislature on the 6th as already intimated, 


Now the question is: 
That the Assembly at its rising today shall stand adjourned 


till 10-00 a. m. on Friday the vyth May, 1252, The motion was 
earried. 


Mr. Speaker: Before we disperse I have to remind you that 
ihe Governor's Address is not postponed, as Shri Dev Raj Anand’ was 
asking. This motion has nothing to do with the Governor’s address 
which will take place here in this Hall at 2-0 p.m. tomorrow. The 
members are requested to be in their seats ten minutes earlier. We 
have made this arrangement regarding seating because both the 
Houses are to meet here, that the Ministers and the lady-members of 
both the Houses will be occupying the front seats on my right while 
the remaining seats will.be open and any Member coming first 
will occupy any seat he likes. There will be no marking of 


3 


the seats for to-morrow. 


The Assen ly then adjourned till 2-9 p.m. on Friday the 9th May, 1952 


ee OT RS ee OS SD SS 


Origin A! with; 


Vidhan Sabha 


td by; 


a u = 
j 
b m y : 
-4 : 
9h May, 1952 
: a ed 
» Vor. I—No. IN. / 
3 aana ai 
CONTENTS 
pa Saep 
| 
, Friday, 9th May, 1952. 
b 
Starred Questions and Answers iv -4 ; 1 
Unstarred Questions and Answers oes ae 7 
Papers Laid on the Table— 
Address by Governor = aa 29 
° Sitting of the Assembly oe i 46 
-— Discussion of Governor’s Address 
Ray's-Simla Price Annas Eight only 
Original with; | 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjal 


x 
_ 
s 
~ 


Origin! with; 
Punjal§Vidhan Sabha’ 
Digitiqgd by; . 


Panj a biais 


= we - 
` . 
` wy 
? 
+ < 
g 
k z QS oe 
kiei o 
f 
, af 
’ 
"4 
ak li 
? 
pn 3 
‘7 
= m 
$ ’ 
- á ¥ 
ek iS 
- . 4 7 
i i a 
"A x 
= 7 Poni 
i ` = = j 
E ` 
ae 2 
4 % 
` `N 
i R 4 
g 
i t Pe 
`~ 
oni . 
A ` 
’ 
ny ` 
j ' 
= 
` 
» 
a ‘ ` ' 
E 
' - Š 7 a 


er 


a 
t gp? 


+ 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitbzed by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY | 


Friday 9th May, i952 


erm eats eat 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 10 a.m. of the Clock. 
Mr. Speaker (the hon. Dr, Satyapal) inthe Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 


Dr. LEHNA SINGH TRUST 


*1. Shri Ram Kishan: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government have constituted any trust to commemorate 
the memory of the late Dr. Lehna Singh, and to help his family ; if so, the 
nature of this trust, and the steps, if any, so far taken to give it a practical 
shape ? 


The hon, Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: A fund, called the National 
Workers Relief Fund has been started te provide relief to political sufferers 
and their dependents in indigent circumstances. A sum of Rs. 250/- is sent 
every month tothe widow of the late Dr. Sethi out of this fund. 


2, Apart from this, Government have not created any separate Trust 
for relief to the dependents of the late Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi. 


Shri Ram Kishan: May I know if the Government is awarethat the 
late Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi died in harness as an hon. Minister of the 
State ? l 


Minister for Capital Project (The hon. Sardar Swaran Singh): This 
information is a public property. 


Shri Ram Kishan: Is the Government aware that the ex-Chief 
Minister Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava made an announcement that a Trust to 
the extent of Rs. 20,000/- will be constituted to help Dr. Lehna Singh's 
family and commemorate his memory ? 
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Minister: Iam not aware of any such commitment made by him on 
behalf of the Government. If he did make any asa Leader of the Congress, 
then it is up to the Congress Organisation of the State to take up that 
matter. < 


emamaa oera 


TAGIRS AWARDED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 


*3. Shri Ram Kiskan: Will the hon. Minister for Development be 
pleased to state the names of all the persons who were awarded Jagirs 
during the British regime in the State together with the value of each 


jagir ? 
The hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : It is regretted that the time and ka 
trouble involved in collecting the information will not be commensurate 
with any possible benefit to be obtained. 
Shri Ram Kishan: May I know if the Government is aware that the 
Jagirs were awarded to Jagirdars during the British regime with a view 
to strengthening the British Imperialism ? 
Mr. Speaker : No supplementary question is allowed as the hon Minister 
has replied that the collection of information will not be commensurate with 
any possible benefit to be obtained. 
CONSTRUCTION OF CAPITAL AT CHANDIGARH i 
*6. Shri Ram: Kishan: Will the hon. Minister for Capital Project 
be pleased to state the steps taken bv the Government to expedite the 
construction of the Capital at Chandigarh ? 
The bon. Sardar Swaran Singh: Government are exerting their utmost 
te expedite the construction of the N-w Capital at Chandigarh. Various steps 
taken in this direction are summarised below :— aa 
(a) Collection of staff: A strong administrative unit under a , 
Chief Administrator has been set up, consisting of an Estate 
office, a Chief Engineer’s branch, a Senior Architects office, 
and a land acquisition agency under an Additional Deputy 
Commissioner. TJ)ifficulty is being experienced in the recruit- ~ 
ment of more technical staff both on the engineering and - 
the architectural sides but it is hoped that these difficult ies a 
would be overcome in time. ` 
(b) Acquisition of land: 8356 acres of land have been acquired for P 


the Capital site. 
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The oustees have been compensated by allotment of land and 7919 acres 
of land have been acquired elsewhere for compensation. Of these, possession 
of 7406 acres has been delivered to the oustees. ‘Compensation for houses, 
crops and trees has been paid. The whole of the acquisition and resettlement 
work would be completed by the end of June, 1952, 


(c) Collectionof material: One crore bricks, 1400 tons of steel, 
pipes and other material worth abont 30 lakhs, sufficient for the 
‘construction during the current financial year have been collected 
and more have been ordered. Cement in requisite quantity 
is also available. 


(d) Plans: The lay-out plans of six sectors were completed and 
residential plots numbering 2387 in them have been sold. 
Lay out of a part of the Industral Area was also finalised and 
28 sites have been sold. Planning of other sectors is being 
pushed up with great speed. 


(e) Construction: Buildings. Temporary offices of the Chief 
Engineer Capital and residences for his staff have been con- 
structed, The offices of the Chief Administrator and the Senior 
Architects, 1080 houses for Government servants of various 
categories costing Rs. 2250/- to Rs. 160t0/- each, an Officers’ 
Hostel and subsidiary buildings of the Government. Printing 
Press are under construction, 


Roas: Construction of main roads at an estimated cost of Rs. 22 lakhs 
was let out and the roads are under construction. 


Water supply, drainage and sewerage. 5 tube wells yielding on an 
average 15,000 gallons per hour have been constructed. The distribution 
system of water supply, sewerage and drainage is also in hand. 


(f) Designs. Plans of High Court building have been prepared and 
estimates thereof are under preparation. The plans of the 
Secretariat, two Houses of the State Legislature, various types 
of schools, health centres and other category of residences for 
Government employees are in hand with the Architects. 


(zg) General: The anticipated expenditure during the current 
financial year is Rs. 3.11 crore. The progress on the scheme is 
so far satisfactory and there is every reason to hope that the 
programme would be implemented according to the Five Year 
Plan. | 
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Shri Ram Kishan: Will thehon. Minister be pleased to tell me as to 
when the High Court and the Civil Secretariat will be shifted to Chandigarh ? 


Minister : They will be shifted, but not this year. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: May I know whether it is a fact that the price i 
charged by the Governmet for the plots is higher than the price paid to the 
owners who were ousted from those lands ? If so, is the Government keeping 
that amount with it or paying it to the previous owners of those lands ? a 


Mr. Speaker : This does not arise out of the question. The hon. 


Member may ask a separate question on the subject. . ż 
. 
Shri Ram Kishan : Is the Government aware that great difficulty is being ba 


experienced by the litigants in coming over to Simla to attend their cases in 
the High Court ? 


Mr. Speaker: This supplementary does not arise out of the original 
question. | 


Sardar Iqbal Singh: Will the hon. Minister kindly tell us whether 
there is any scheme for building a University Town at Chandigarh ? 


Minister : So far as University education is concerned, the Government 
is fully alive to the question of helping the University in the construction of 
their buildings. But this is primarily for the University to decide as it is i 
a semi-autonomous body. 2 


Sardar Iqbal Singh: I think I. remember it aright that in the reports 
on Education for the year 1947-48 and 1948-43, there was a proposal about 
the construction of a University Town .. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member is giving information instead of 
seeking it, | 


rence natn i 


COMPENSATION TO DISPLACED PERSONS , 


*5 Shri Ram Kishan: Will the bon. Minister for Finance be pleased to 
state whether the Punjab Government have made any representation to 
the Government of India regarding compensation to be paid to displaced r 
persons from West Punjab ? 


The bon. Sardar Ujjal Singh: The Punjab Government have not made ’ 
any representation to the Government of India in the matter of payment . 
of compensation to the Displaced Persons from West Punjab, as this $ 
question is being dealt with by the Government of India who are fully 
alive to the various aspects of the problem. 
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Shri Ram Kishan: May I know whether the Government of India 
is aware that over 1/5th of the population of the Province consists of 
displaced persons ? Hence the Punjab Government as duty bound should 


represent to the Government of India regarding early settlement of 
compensation. 


Mr. Speaker : [ am sorry this is not a supplementary question. 


eee mT 


CLOSING DOWN OF HOSPITALS IN REFUGEE CAMPS. 


*4, Shri Ram Kishan: Will the Hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state the names of those Refugee Camps in which Hospitals 
have been closed ? 


The hon. Sardar Swaran Singh: Medical facilities have been withdrawn 
from the following Relief Camps with effect from the 31st March, 1952 :— 


(1) Jawahar Nagar Relief Camp, Ludhiana 
(2) Bhargava Relief Camp, Jullundur. 

(3) Baldev Nagar Relief Camp, Ambala. 
(4) Gandhi Nagar Relief Camp, Rohtak. 
(5) Canal Relief Camp, Karnal. 


(6) Railway Road Relief Camp, Gurgaon. 
(7) Relef Camp, Palwal, (District Gurgaon), 


The above seven Camp Hospitals were closed on the 3łst March, 1952 
but with effect from the lst May, 1952 out-door dispensaries are being 
opened in the mud-hut colonies at the following places :— 


(1) Jawahar Nagar Relief Camp, Ludhiana 
(2) Bhargava Relief Camp, Jullundur. 

(3) Baldev Nagar Relief Camp, Ambala. 
(4) Canal Relief Camp, Karnal. 

(5) Relief Camp, Gurgaon. 


Shri Ram Kishan: May I know, Sir, if the Punjab Government has 
received any instructions from the Ministry of Relief and Rehabilitation, 
Government of India for closing down the hospitals in these Refugee camps ? 


Minister: I am not aware of any instructions but the hon. Member's 
attention is invited to the second part of my reply, where I have said that 
outdoor dispensaries have been opened from Ist May, 1952, among the places 
that I have categorized Bhargava Relief Camp, Jullundur is included. 
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Sardar Chanan Singh: May I know the reasons due to which these 
hospitals have been closed ? | 


Minister: It is the intention of the Government that the refugee 
brethren who live in the camps should get the same medical facilities as are i 
ordinarily available to other citizens of the State in the towns. That is why 
these hospitals have been closed. 


Shri Ram Kishan: Isit a fact that the Government promised sometime 
back that the hospital attached to a camp in which the number of the 
inmates was not less than ten thousand would not be closed ? 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is giving information. l i 


Rao Gajraj Singh ; Is it in the knowledge of the Government that 
the Railway Road Camp where the attached hospital has been closed, is 
at a distance of about one and a half miles from the other camps and 
the town ? 


Minister : The hon. Member who hails from Gurgaon, can know better. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: May I know whether the Health Departn ent or 
some other Department issued instructions for the closure of these hospitals ? 


Mr. Speaker : This does not arise out of the main question. . 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Mav I know whether the doctor-inecharge of the 
dispensary which has been opened in the Bhargava Camp will be acting. as a 
whole-time doctor or a part-time one ? 


Minister: The dispensary in that camp has been opened with effect 
from the first May, 1952. The doctor shall be on duty all the time the 
dispensary shall remain open, ` 


Shrimati Sita Devi: For how many hours will the dispensary remain . 
open every day ? 


Minister: The timings of the dispensary will be the normal times of 
other ordinary dispensaries. 


Shrimati Sita Devi : How can the dispensary meet the requirements of 
the people numbering ten thousand in just two or three hours ? 


Mr. Speaker: This is an argument. 


Shri Rala Ram: On a point of order, Sir, May I know whether an 
hon. Member can put more than three questions in a single day ? 
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Mr. Speaker: According to the Rules, an hon. Membercan put six 
questions in a single day. 


The list of starred questions for today has been exhausted. Let us now 
proceed with the next item on the Agenda. 


» 
An hon. Member: I want to submit, Sir, that the speeches are not 
clearly audible, 


Mr. Speaker: We shall try to get a loudspeaker installed from 
tomorrow. 


e a a a 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
PUNITIVE POLICE POSTS. 


1. Sardar Darshan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state — 


(a) Whether any punitive police post was set up in village Bhangali, 
District Amritsar, in 1950 or 1951 ; if so, the reasons therefor ; 


(b) the total amount of collective fine realized for the upkeep of 
this post so far ; 


(c) whether the Government has so far received any representation 
from the residents of the said village for the remission of this 
ne ; if so, the action that has been taken or is proposed to be 
taken by the Government thereon ; 


' 


(d) the number of places in other districts of the state where 
punitive police posts were set up in the years 1950 and 1951 
together with the reasons therefor in each case ; 


(e) the total amount of fines realised on this account in each of the 
district ? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Yes, the area comprising this village being in a disturbed state 
and on account of the conduct of its inhabitants. 


(b) Nil. 


(c) No. Representations from certain residents were, however, 
received for exemption from payment of the tax and after due 
enquiry, 36 of them were exempted. 


J 
\ 
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(Chief Minister] 


/ 
(d & e) A statement is given below. 


Number of places | a 
where punitive ° Total 
District | police posts were Reasons for location of posts. amount 
set up in realized 


1950 and 1951 


mamane 


Rs. ap. Csa 


disturbed state and on account of ‘ 
the conduct of its inhabitants. 


Hissar l 2 The areas concerned being in a | 8366 80 i 
disturbed state and on account 
of the conduct of their inhabitants 2 
Rohtak 6 do 38392 13 0 
Gurgaon 2 i do m em 
Ludhiana 3 do 
Ferozepore 7 do 6746 96 
Gurdaspur l | The area concerned being in a | 


mmnm am 


SHADOWING OF COMMUNISTS BY THE C.I.D. POLICE 


2. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 


state whether it isa fact that Comrade Sohan Singh Josh, M.L.C.. 4 
| and other communist leaders are being shadowed by the C. I. D., 
: Police ? , 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : The reply is in the negative. 


CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS 


3. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether any schools have been closed in the 
| Districts of Amritsar, Gurdaspur and Hoshiarpur during the years 
1951-52 ; if so, the number of such Primary, Middle and High 
schools respectively ? 


wv 
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The hon. Shri Jagat Narain : 


Amritsar District Nil 
i 7 Hoshiarpur District - One middle school, i.e. D. B. Middle School, 
ela Maini, which was handed over to the manage- 


ment of the local Khalsa Lohana High School. 


Gurdaspur District One High School i.e. D.B. High School, Kalanaur. 
as One Middle School i.e. D. B. Middle School, 
Sujanpur. 
These schools have been closed by the District 
* Board with effect from the Ist April, 1952 and 
i handed over to the management of private 
` | bodies. 

The D. A.V. High School at Wadala Bangar where 
another school existed and where there was no 
room for 2 schools was closed with effect from 
the Ist April, 1952 and reopened in the building 
of D.B. High School, Kalanaur. 

i DETENTION OF MLA's. 
4 
4. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether any member of this House is detained under the 
Preventive Detention Act ; if so, their names, and the period for 
which each one of them has been under detenticn together with the 
grounds for detention in each case ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: No member of the Punjab 
į Legislative Assembly is in detention under the Preventive Detention Act. 
_ 
fo DETENUS UNDER THE PREVENTIVE DETENTION ACT. 
5. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state— 7 
‘ (a) the number of persons detained under the Preventive Detention 
Act during the years 1945, 1949, 1950, 1951 and till 3ist March 
= 1952 ; ‘i 
(b) the total number of persons detained at present ; 
Original with; 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha ` 
Digitized by; 


Panj am 


Origint§ with; 
Punjab ! idhan Sabha 
Digiti ed by; 


PanjabDigital Library 


(3) 10 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [9TH MAY, 1952 


(Sardar Chanan Singh] 


(e) how long has each one of them been under detention ; 


(d) whether the Government has considered the question of their 

release ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: It is regretted that the reply to 
this question is not yet ready. It will be supplied to the hon. Member 


when ready. 


RAE SpA SEP 


MEMORANDA BY COMMUNIST DETENUS 
6, Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 


to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Communist detenus have from time 
to time submitted memoranda to the Government clearly 
stating their policy ; 

(b) whether the Government has received the Memoranda submitted 
in March, 1952, by the Communist detenus confined in the 
Central Jail, Ambala ; 

(c) what action, if any, has the Government taken or proposes to 
take thereon ? 

_ The hon, Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

| (a) Yes. 

e (b) Yes. 

(c) These memoranda were put up before the Advisory Board, if’ 
they were not time-barred, whereas the remaining were d uly 


considered by Government. In pursuance of their policy, 
Government have, however, released all the Communist detenus, 


enana e 


WARRANTS OF ARREST UNDER THE PREVENTIVE 
. DETENTION ACT. 


7. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister we pleased 


to state — | 


(a) whether any warrants of arrest under the Preveut,ve Detention 
Act are pending execution against any person in this state ; 


if so the number of such warrants ; 


{b} whether any such warrants are still pending against Comrades, 
Harkishan Singh Surjit, Secretary, Punjab Communist Party 


ww 
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Dalip Singh Tapiala, Master Hari Singh, ex-M.L.A., Bawa 
Gurmukh Singh, Avtar Singh Malhotra, V.D. Chopra, Des Raj 
Chadda and Satwant Singh Communists of the Punjab ? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) No. 


(b) Does not arise, as it is included in (a). 


e 


ATTACHMENT OF THE PROPERTY OF POLITICAL WORKERS 


8. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state— | 


(a) whether property of any political worker in the state was 
attached and auctioned during the years 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951 
and till March 31, 1952 ; 


(b) the total number of cases in which properties were attached and 
auctioned, together with the value of the property in each case 
during each cf the years mentioned in part (a) above ? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: It is regretted that the reply to 
this question is not yet ready. [t will be supplied to the hon. Member when 


ready. 


CASES LAUNCHED FOR ABSCONDING. 


9. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a case was launched for absconding against 
S. Gian Singh of Village Moonak Kalan, Thana Urmar Tanda, District 
Hoshiarpur, after he was released from jail on the termination of the period 
of his dermikon if so, the reasons therefor ? 


. The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: It is regretted that the reply to 
this question is not yet ready. It will be supplied to the hon. Member whea 


ready. 
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PROSECUTION OF DETENUS FOR BREACH OF JAIL DISCIPLINE, 


10. Sardar Chanan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to x 
state— l l 
(a) whether any detenus have been or are being prosecuted for 
alleged breach of jail discipline in the state; 


(b) the number of cases that have been launched against detenus 
for hunger strike and for rioting inside jail in the state; 


(c) the total number of detenus who have been convicted for 
hunger-strike in jails in the State; . | m 


| (d) the number of detenus who have been convicted for rioting in- 
side jails in the State; : r 


(e) whether the Government propose to withdraw such cases as are 
still pending; if not, the reasons therefor? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 
(a) Yes. 
(b) 100 for hunger strike and 39 for rioting. 
(c) 35 
(d) 32 
(e) First part : No. 
Second part : For administrative reasons. 


HARDSHIP EXPERIENCED BY DETENUS. 


11. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to , 
state whether he is aware of the fact that— 


(a) detenus are confined in jails in the state away from their home 
districts which results in great hardship to them specially in the 
denial of the right of interviews with relatives for long periods; 


(b) the detenus are forced to sleep inside the barracks even in 


summer; 

(c) the detenus are lockcd up from sunset to sunrise and for 2 hours 3 
during the day (from 12 noon to 2 P.M.) i.e. for 16 hours out of 

° 24 hours; | . 


(d) they are searched daily and are forced to give parades to jail 
officials? 


with; 
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The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


> (a) Detenus are kept in jails, where special arrangements for their 
-a confinement exist, Government are not aware of any “great” 
hardship having been caused to relations of detenusin the 

matter of interviews. 


(b) Yes, because the concession of sleeping in the open, originally 
allowed to them, was abused as some detenus escaped by digg- 
ing a tunnel. To reduce the inconvenience of sleeping îndoors 


Pi during summer, Government have provided ceiling fans in their 
= barracks. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) They are liable to be searched not less than once a week and 
oftener if the Superintendent Jail considers it necessary. 

PAY GRADE OF PATWARIS. 
. 
12. Sardar Chanan Singh : Will the hon. Minister for Development be 
pleased to state— 

(a) Whether it isa fact that the Punjab Patwaris union has from 
time to time submitted memoranda to the Government demand- 
ing that the Patwari’s grade of pay be fixed at par with that 

, of the Junior Clerk’s in Deputy Commissioners Offices; 
a 
i (b) What steps, if any, has the Government taken or contemplates 
l taking in this matter ? 
e 
The hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
(a) Yes. 
oO (b) The demand was carefully examined” and the scale of Patwaris 
penn was revised from Rs. 25-1-30/1-45 to 30-1-40/1-50 per mensem 
- with effact from 1-8-1949 and their posts made permanent. In 
view of the financial stringency in the State it was not possible 
to further increase the pay of Patwaris. 
ad ° a Sab k a 
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ALLOWANCES TO QANUNGOS. 


13. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Development 


- be pleased to state— 


(a) whether the Punjab Qanungos Consolidation Union has from 
time to time submitted Memoranda to the Government 
demanding a horse allowance and the fixation of travelling and 
consolidation allowances etc; | 


(b) what action, if any, has been taken by the Government in the 
matter ? 


The hon, Sardar Partap Singh Kairon :— 


(a) Memoranda have been received from the Kanungos asking for 
the grant of fixed travelling allowance (horse allowance) and 
special pay to Qanungos employed on Consolidation work. 


(b) The matter is under consideration. 


PRISONERS CONVICTED BEFORE THE PARTITION. 


14. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the total number of prisoners convicted before the partition of the 
country, who are still in the jails of the State and the reasons of their not 
having been released so far?. 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The number of such prisoners is 245. 
The reason for their not having been released so far is that they have not 
yet completed their terms of imprisonment. 


EJECTMENT OF TENANTS, 


I5. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the hon. Minister for Development be 
pleased to state— 


(a) the total number of tenants ejected by the landlords during the 
period, October, 1951 to March, 1952in the State together 
with the reasons of ejectment in each case. 


(b) what step, if any, do the Government propose to take to 
protect the tenants against such ejectments? 
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The hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


i (a) The information will be available after the 15th June, 1952 as 
-a actual ejectments of tenants are generally affected between_the 
Ist May and 15th June. | 


(b) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 


x PUNITIVE POLICE AT VILLAGE CHURCHAK, DHUDIKE, DISTRICT 
FEROZEPORE. 


31. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state — 


(a) whether he is aware of the fact that punitive police was 
posted during the years 1939 to 15th August, 1947 at 
village Churchak and Dhudike, P.S. Mehna, Tehsil Moga, 
District Ferozepore on account of the nationalistic sympathies 
of people belonging to these villages ; 


(b) whether it is also a fact that a sum of Rupees 1,04,000/-was 
realized in the form of punitive tax from the residents of the 
villages mentioned in part (a) above ; 


(c) whether the Government propose to return the above 
mentioned amount to the persons from whom it was realised ; 
if not, the reasons therefor ? 


a ` 


= The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


, (a) Iam aware of the fact that punitive police was posted during 
°. the year 1939 to 15th August, 1947 at villages Chuhar Chak 
ahd Dhudike. It was posted not on account of the ‘nationalistic 

sympathies, of the people but on account of the disturbed 


r condition of these villages and the conduct of their inhabitants. 
Cag 
(b) A sum of Rs. 1,03,888 was realised. 
7 (c) No, the additional police was posted at the cost of the 
_ inhabitants for the reasons given in part (a) above, and those 
reasons do not justify refund of the money. 
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PUNITIVE POLICE AT VILLAGES CHURCHAK, DHUDIKE AND 


AJITWAL. 
32. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to E 
state — 
l œ 

(a) whether it is a fact that Punitive Police was posted at 
villages Chur Chak, Dhudike and Ajitwal after its being declared 
a disturbed area on Ist September, 1950 ; 

(b) the reasons for its being declared a disturbed area ; 

(c) whether it is aiso a fact that the Punitive Police made a 
forced entry into the house of one comrade Jaswant Singh, 
relieved his family of their possession and occupied the bouse ; 

(d) whether any compensation or rent was paid by the Government 
for the period the punitive police was in occupation of that 
house ; if not, the reasons thereof ; 

(e) whether it is a fact that a sum of Rs. 15,400/— was levied as 
punitive tax on the residents of the above mentioned villages ; 

(f) whether it is a fact that the punitive police was removed 
before time from the above mentioned villages ; 

(g) whether Government propose to remit the sum of Rs. 15,400/- 

` to the residents of the above villages ; if not, why not ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The area was declared disturbed because it was found to be in 
such a state, created by the activities of its inhabitants. y 

(c) No ; the Police occupied the house in question by lawful means, 

(d) No; the house being a property confiscated by Government, 
the question of payment of any compensation of rent by 

Government did not arise. _ 
(e) No ; a sum of Rs. 15,540/- was levied. 
{f) Yes. = 


(g) No; the police post was located as a punitive measure on 
account of the disturbed condition of these villages and i 
conduct of their inhabitants. 
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ALLEGED FORCIBLE POSSESSION OF COMMON LAND IN VILLAGE 


ROTAN, DISTRICL FEROZEPUR. 


33. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 


(a) 


(b) 


to state— 


whether it is a fact that Bhai Arjan Singh Bagarian has taken 
forcible possession of 290 bighas of common land in village 
Rotan, Thana Nihal Singh Wala, Tehsil Moga, District 


Ferozepore ; 


what action, if any, does the Government propose to take in 
the matter ? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The reply to this question is 
not yet ready, it will be supplied to the hon. Member when ready. 


EJECIMENT OF TENANTS SETTLED IN FEROZEPUR DISTRICT 


34. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Development 


be pleased to state— 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


the total number of families of the local and the Refugee 
tenants settled in the Ferozepur District ; | 


whether the Government is aware of the fact that 
Jagirdars are ejecting these tenants by bringing tractors into 
operation ;if so, the steps taken or proposed to be taken 
by the Government to safeguard the interests of the 
tenants ; 


the total number of tenants ejected in the Ferozepur district 
since April, 1950 ; 


the number of tenants ejected in the Ferozepur District 
after the promulgation of the Puujab Tenants (Security of 


Tenure) Ordinance ? 
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The hon Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


(a) It is regretted that it is very difficult to collect figures 

(b) Tractors are not the instruments by which the tenants are 
being ejected. These are used for cultivaticn by the land- m~ 
lords for tilling the land, which is permissible under the 
Punjab Tenant’s (Security of Tenure) Act. 

(c) Approximately 467, but I take it that this figure is not 
correct for many other ejectments have taken place without 
resorting to law courts. 


(d) Approximately 467 according to local officers but I doubt w 
if this figure is correct 


EJECTMENT OF TENANTS IN FEROZEPORE DISTRICT a 


35. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Finance 
be pleased to state— 


(a) Whether he is aware of the fact that the local tenants of 
Nawab Mamdot, Thana Jalalabad, Tehsil Muktsar have been 
settled on the lands and in the honses on the Estate for 
the last one hundred years ; 


(b) Whether he is also aware of the fact that the land belonging 
to the estate has now been allotted to small land-holders 
resulting in the ejectment of tenants ; 


(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) above are in the affirmative, 
the steps which the Government propose to take to stop 
the ejectment of tenants ? 


The hon. Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) Government is aware of the fact that some of the local tenants 
of Nawab Mamdot are settled on the land and houses since i 
a number of years, but the exact period for which they have 
been settled is not readily available. 

(b) No. On the contrary Government took all possible steps in 
time to assure itself that the land of Mamdot Estate was 
allotted to large holders, who were not likely to cultivate 
_ themselves, but were likely to continue to employ tenants for 
cultivating their! lands. All allottees, who were entitled to 


villages and their allotments were given to persons who were 
entitled to more than 60 standard acres. 


| (c) In view of what has been stated in (b) above, this does not 
| arise, 


| less than 25 standard acres of land were moved from these a 
| 


i 

| 

t 
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DAMAGE TO RABI CROPS DUE TO HAIL STORM 


~ 356. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Public Works 
be pleased to state whether Government is aware of the fact that Rabi 
Crop of villages Kakri, Kapura Chagawan, Bugipur and Dala, thana Mehna, 
Tehsil Moga, was totally damaged due to hail storm on 22, 2. 1952 ? 


The hon. Chaudhri Lahri Singh. There was a slight hail storm on 


22nd February, 1952 but no damage was caused. No complaints were 
received from Zamindars concerned. 


a iaat 


OPENING OF MATERNITY HOSPITAL IN VILLAGE PATTO 
HIRA SINGH, DISTRICT FEROZEPUR 


37. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state— 


(a) whether it is a fact that a sum of Rs. 25,000/- and a piece of 
land was donated by the residents of village Patto Hira Singh, 
4 Police Station Nihal Singh Wala, Tehsil Moga. District 


Ferozepur for the opening of a War Memorial Maternity 
Hospital in the village ; 


(b) when the Government proposes to build the hospital, if not, 
the reasons therefor ? 


’ The hon. Shri Jagat Narain : 
` (a) Yes. 


(b) The question of recovery from the Punjab (Pakistan) of the 
sum of Rs. 25,000 (donated by S. B. Captain Hira Singh and 
the residents of Patto Hira Singh and surrounding villages), 
which was credited in the Joint Punjab accounts, is under 

F the consideration of the Punjab Implementation Committee. 
= As soon asa decision is reached in the matter, necessary steps 
. will be taken by the State Government for the opening of 
the proposed Maternity Hospital in village Patto Hira Singh, 

in the erozepore District. 
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| PUNITIVE POLICE POST AT BHUCHO MANDI. 


38. Sardar Nidhan Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 


to state — 


(a) whether itis a fact that Punitive Police has been posted in 
.Bhucho Mandi for seven villages i.e. Chak Ram Singh, Chak 
Fateh Singh, Chak Bakhtu, Kahan Singh Wala, Tungwali, Bega, 
and Bhucho Kalan, since October, 1951 and that a sum of =- 
Rs. 16,040/- has been levied on the residents of these villages for 
li the year 1951 ; + 


(b) the reasons for continuing the post and burdening the 
residents of these villages with unnecessary expenditure when 


the reasons for its posting no longer exist ? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Yes. since November, 1950 and not October, 1951. From Ist 
November, 1951 village Chak Bakhtu was. excluded from this - 
Post and villages Bhucho Mandi and Lekra Mahahbat included 
therein. A sum of Rs. 16,240 has been-levied on the residents 
of the villages concerned for the Ist year from llth November, 


1950 to 31st October, 1951 ; 7 


(b) The disturbed condition of the area concerned and the ` 


conduct of its inhabitants. The reasons for location of the 


Additional Police Post still exist. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (3) 21 


LAND OWNERS IN THE STATE 


? 16. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the hon. Minister for Development be 
= pleased to state the number of land-owners in the State, owning land between. 
(i) l to 15 acres 
l (ii) 16 to 30 acres 
(iii) 31 to 50 acres 
- (iv) 51 to 70 acres 
p 
+ | l (v) 71 to 90 acres 
(vi) 91 to 110 acres 
| | (vii) 111 to 150 acres 
(viii) 151 to 200 acres 
| (ix) 201 to 300 acres 
l (x) 301 to 400 acres 
4 
(xi) 401 to 500 acres 
(xii) 501 to 700 acres 
i (xiii) 701 to 1000 acres 
, ” a (xiv) 1001 to 1500 acres 
. (xv) 1501 to 2000 acres 
8, ss aa y (xvi) 2001 to 3000 acres 
7 (xvii) 3001 to 4000 acres and 
l (xviii) more than 4000 acres respectively ? 
_ The hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : The Land Reforms Committee 
or collected data not of the same category as asked for in the question but 
3 much more exhaustive information is being supplied in the statement 
given below, l Tia 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF LAND OWNERS 


oranana 


~ i + | + . 
| 2 | E Ẹ 
| un 79) nN : 
| © Y | D Pa 
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| 5 , o e S 
= © rs 
© s [æ [æ 
Name of E S £ g £ : £ £ 
| District Š & o S NR- vo % 
| fa) © Yen) z = zi fæ a = rx 
| Z z, o OD ct wa To= 
| 3 1 og s Sa | eal Sa 
| “ke ~+ © W) 7) n de 
| 3 i Š om 5S | 63 
| 1 2 3 BE 6 7 
META - eee Po oe eee a 
1 || Hissar .. | 1,68,832 | 58.714 35,010, 28004! 17,915 
| 2| Rohtak .. | 1,58,071 69,861 | 27,428 | 34,277] 10,722 
3 | Gurgaon mn 3,61,826 | 206,332 77,376 45,014 19,428 ° 
i Karnal a | 1,56 807 59,418 40,971 | 24,069 15,675 
Ambala L. | 1,72,188 | 1,07,380} 35,975, 17,910} 6,106 
| | 
| 6 | Simla z | mE e i = 
7 | Kangra ... | 4,24,169 | 287,200 | 1,02,836 20,342 13,500 
8 | Hoshiarpur ... | 1,67,225 | 1,13,050 | 27,565 14,396 6,209 ` 
9 | Jullundur ... | 1,35,301 1,01,143 | 23.627 7,595 2,164 
10 | Ludhiana... | 1,82,751 58,387 | 71,381 41,135 9,434 
11 | Ferozepore — | 78,650 37,532 | 19,459} 11,160 5,667 
12 | Amritsar 4,23,562 E 2,32,908 | 97,920 49,378 24,266 
13 | Gurdaspur... | 1,43,918 | 86,276 | 28,702 | 14,372 | 7,584, 
= Total ... | 25,73,300 | 14,18,221 | 5,86,250 | 3,07,652 je 1,38, 663 
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Owning more than 30 acres but 
less than 50 acres 


10,540 
3,332 
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- PAY OF GOVERNMENT SERVANTS. 


17. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to : 
state — ` 


| (a) the number of Government servants in the State drawing = 
: 7 monthly salaries, between 


- 3 Rs. Rs. 
(i) 40 to 50 
(ii) 51 to 60 


(iii) 61 to 70 a 
(iv) 71 to 90 
(v) 91 to 100 ~ 
(vi) 101 to 150 ~ 
(vii) I51 to 200 
(viii) 201 to 250 l 
(ix) 251 to 300 
(x) 301 to 400 
(xi) 401 to 500 R 


(xii) 501 to 700 
(xiii) 701 to 900 
| (xiv) 901 to 1200 
! o, (xv) 1201 to 1500 
| B Bi (xvi) 1501 to 2000 
(xvii) 2001 to 2500 
_— (xviii) 2501 to 3000 and 7 - 


(xix) more than 4000 respectively, T 


| (b) the total monthly emoluments of a Government Servant getting 
wi! ` Rs. 100 or less as basic salary per mensem ? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: As the time and expenditure to be x 
spent in collecting the information asked for will be too great, it will not be 
‘commensurate with the advantage likely to accrue from it. z 


fod 
! 
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: 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (3) 25 
DETENUS 


18. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
>» state — | 


= (a) the total number of persons detained on political grounds in 
the State af present ; 


(b) the number-of political workers Beast whom. warrants vs 
arrest have been issued ; a 


(c) the number of political detenus who are being paid family 
allowance ; together with the rates of each allowance ; 


~ 
a (d) the reasons for not paying family allowances to all the political 
4 detenus having families ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) None. 
(b) None. 
(c) Does not arise now, Ca e sa 
(d) Does not arise. 
< 7 
DETENUS AND OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS > 
19. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the total number of detenus and other political prisoners in the Jails 
of the State and the number of Communists among them ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Total number of detenus on 15th June 
1952. These include 22 harbourers of criminals and 2 suspected spies. 
= ° There is no political or communist detenu in the State. 
b z 
o i e 


ALLEGED RE-ARREST OF DETENUS IN JAILS 


20. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
r state the total number of such detenus who were ordered to be released and 


a then immediately re-arrested inside the jail and detained on ' the same grounds 
as before during the year 1951-52 ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : It is regretted that the reply to this 
° question is not yet ready. It will be supplied to hon. Member when ready. 
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DETENUS AGAINST WHOM PROSECUTION IN COURTS FAILED 


21. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the number of detenus against whom prosecutions in Courts failed n 
and who were placed under detention ? ra 


The hon Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: No detenu was detained because 
prosecution against him failed in court. There were however five detenus 
who happened to get detained after the failure of prosecution but their ` 
detention was due to other causes. 


DETENUS IN POLICE LOCK-UPS g 
22, Sardar Achhar Singh: Will tbe hon, Chief Minister be pleased p 
to state whether it is a fact that political detenus are kept in Police Lock-Ups 
for as long as three months ?. 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Although there is no legal bar to 
keeping detenus in a police lock-up, yet such detenus are sent to judicial 
/ custody as soon as possible. And, it is in very rare cases that detenus have 
been kept in a police lock-up for as long as three months. 
FAMILY ALLOWANCE TO DETENUS 
> 
23. Sardar Achhar Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state— 
(a) the number of detenus in the State who are getting the family 
j allowance ; 
(b) the standard followed for the grant of such allowance ; 
(c) the number of the detenus who have so far applied for the ` 
family allowance ? ' 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : ' 
_@ 
(a) None. 
(b) The maximum standard followed for the grant of family 
allowance is Rs, 25/-/- p.m. per woman dependent and Rs. 20/-/ 
p-m. per minor dependent subject to 20% increase per capita m 


for the dependents living in urban areas. The financia! 
position of the Detenue is kept in view while deciding the 
grant of such an allowance. 


(c) 155. 
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DETENUS ON PAROLE. 


24. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
a state the number of detenus released on parole since 31st March, 1951, 
together with the number of those detenus who applied for parole during 
this period ? 


° 
L” 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


First part. Six. 
Second part. 22. 
sia MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR DETENUS. 

+ 23. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the number of detenus during the period 1950-52 who applied for 
special medical treatment together with the number of those who were given 
such medical treatment ? 

The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : It is regretted the answer to the 
question is not yet ready. The information is being collected and will be 
supplied as soon as it is ready. 

a INTERVIEW WITH DETENUS 

26. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 

to state — 
(a) whether it is a fact that Communist detenus are allowed to 
interview their friends or relatives only in the presence of a 
C.I.D. officer ; 
(b) whether it is also a fact that near relatives such as maternal 
” uncle, aunt, father-in-law, mother-in-law, grand mother, and 
= grand father etc., are not allowed to interview these detenus ; 
á (c) ifthe answers to part (a) and (b) above are in the affirmative, 
.. the reasons therefor ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Yes. 
. (b) No. Uncles and aunts can interview with the permission of 
F the Superintendent of the Jail and the rest with the permission 
= of the Deputy Inspector General of Police (C.I.D.) Punjab. 
. (c) For administrative reasons in so far as part (a) of the question 
is concerned, The point does not arise so far as part (b) is 
$ concerned, | 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjé 


(3} 28 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY = i [STH MAY, 1952 
SUPPLY OF PERIODICALS TO DETENUS 


27. Sardar Achhar Singh : Will the hon, Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether it isa fact that the registered periodicals e.g. the Cross Road, . 
the “Parwana the Nai Jamhooriat, the Lal Sawera, the Phulwari, and the 


Preet Lari are not being supplied to the detenus ; if so, why ?. ma 
` 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : The periodicals mentioned in -the 
Assembly Question were not being supplied to the detenus, as these are not 
borne on the approved list of periodicals and magazines which are supplied 
to detenus confined in the Punjab Jails at Government expense or their own. 
cere eee a 
ALLEGED LATHI CHARGES ON DETENUS P 
28. Sardar Achhar Singh : Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state — 
(a) the number of times the detenus and other political prisoners 
have been subjected to Lathi Charges in Punjab Jails during 
the period 1948-51 ; 
(b) whether any non-official enquiry was ever conducted in this 
connection ? 
The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : > 
(a) Twice. 
(b) . No. 
PROSECUTIONS FOR HUNGER STRIKE BY DETENUS . 
29, Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— : 
(a) the number of detenus against whom prosecutions were started | 
for going on hunger-strike during the year 1950-51 ; 
(b) the number of those among them who were convicted on this 
account ?' 
x 


.. The hon, Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) 100 
(b) 85 
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PUNISHMENT AWARDED TO DETENUS IN JAILS 


30. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that some detenus in Punjab Jails were awarded 
such punishments as cell confinement and reduction of food allowances ; if 
so-why ? 


The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Yes. Some detenus in Camp Jail, 
Yol were awarded solitary confinement for creating disturbance and using 
violence towards jail officers. 


In spite of the fact that all their reasonable demands had been conceded 
by Government and they were being treated much more generously then 
Communist detenus in many other States, Communist detenus in other jails 
also resumed hunger-strixe, assaulted jail staff and otherwise misbehaved in 
the months of January to March, '950 and Government had to withdraw 
certain concessions in the interest of discipline and order in the jails. A 
personal warning was given to the strikers by the Superintendents of Jails 
that if they persisted in the strike the special concessions would be with- 
drawn, It was only in respect of those who persisted in the strike, even 
after warning, that certain newly granted concessions were withdrawn. 


amaaa nese 


PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE 


Secretary: Sir, I lay on the Table cf the House a copy of the Address 
delivered by His Excellency the Governor on the 6th May, 1952 to both 
Houses assembled together. ` 


ADDRESS 


Members of the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council 


We witness to-dav a significant landmark in the progress of democracy. 
You, my friends, have the unique distinction of being the members of the 
first Legislature of the state following the first General Elections held under 
the Constitution of India. This is also the first occasion when both Houses of 
the Legislature have assembled together. I summoned the Legislature as 
early as possible after its constitution in order that the Legislative Assembly 
and the Legislative Council should elect t'ieir Presiding Officers, I felicitate 
you, Mr. Speaker, and you, Mr Chairman, on your election to your respective 
high offices. May I, at the same time, extend to all of you, both individualiy 
and collectively, my hearty greetings and good wishes and may I be permitted 
to say how happy I feel at the restoration of the Constitution in our State 
with a Council of Ministers once again at the helm of affairs, 
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The General Elections based on adult franchise were a colossal under- 
taking, involving the setting up of 7,000 Polling Stations to enable about 
7 000,000 voters to cast their votes. This was the biggest election in the ~ 
Punjab, and for India the largest in the world. It is a matter of great 
satisfaction to all of us that the elections passed off peacefully and that, © 
contrary to apprehensions, there was hardly any disorder or breach of the 
peace. Theelectorate was generally able to exercise the right of franchise 
without let or hindrance. The remarkable smoothness with which elections 
were conducted is a good augury for the future of democracy in India. It is, 


more over, a tribute not only to the energy, efficiency and impartiality of the 
vast official machinery engaged on the work, but also to the good sense of 


our people, and may L say here that, like many observers, I was greatly 
struck by the keenness, composure and dignity of our electorate, both men 


and women, at Polling Booths. 


Elections to local bodies in the State have not been held for almost a 
decade, while in some of them they were held as many as I6 years ago. My 
Government are anxious that these elections should pe held as soon as 
possible, and have taken steps to ensure that they are completed before the 
end of this year. 


The prevailing scarcity in the Hissar District was one of the first tasks, 
which engaged the attention of my Government when they assumed office in 
the third week of April. All possible steps have been taken to meet the > 
situation. Employment has been provided on canal digging, road works, 
digging of village ponds and through the opening of cotton and woollen 
spinning centres. The members of the Legislature will be interested to know 
that a great deal of work on the digging of canals is being undertaken by 
village co-operatives, thus eliminating the contractor, reducing cost and 
enlisting the active interest of the people in works undertaken for their 
welfare. A hundred additional food depots have also been established, thus ` 
making foodgrains easily available. Measures to protect and preserve the 
cattle wealth of the district include import of fodder at concessional rates, A 
grant of taccavi for fodder, the maintenance of stud bulls and a decision 
taken by my Government about two weeks ago to open 8 concentration 
camps where about 5,009 useful cattle will be fed and looked after by the 
State. The import of fodder into Hissar, particularly from other States, 
has been attended by many difficulties, but my Government are in continuous 
touch with the Government of India over this very important matter and e 
are doing all that is possible to accelerate the pace of import 
of fodder. Taccavi will also be given for purchase of seed 
and bullocks at sowing time. There is acute shortage of water in village 
ponds in the affected areas, and these are being filled up once again with 
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canal water. My Chief Minister and two of his colleagues have already 
visited the Hissar District. While my Government willdo everything that 
is feasible to alleviate hardship and suffering, I am confident that the people 
aed of our State will also come forward to help, It is indeed gratifying that 
a following the visit of my Hon’ble Ministers to Hissar and their appeals for 
P help, offers of assistance in the form of cash, fodder and voluntary service 
have been received. I trust that such help will be forthcoming on a larger 
scale. My Government will continue to watch the wiole situation from day 
to day with a view not only to ensure the prompt and satisfactory imple- 
mentation of the decisions already taken, but also to see whether any further 

measures are called for. 


- Our State felt greatly honoured and delighted by the visit of the Prime 
a Minister of India to the sites of our main Projects—- Bhakra and Nangal and 
Chandigarh. He was impressed with the magnitude of these undertakings, in 
particular the Bhakra-Nangal Project, which is the greatest multi-purpose 
project in India. the Dam inthis project will be 680 feet high, the second 
largest inthe world. Its length will be 1,700 feet at road level, double the 
volume of the seven Great Pyramids of Egypt. It will impound 7,400,000 
acre feet of water, and the lake will spread over an area ot 38,000 acres. The 
project, when completed, will be capable of providing irrigation facilities to 
about 6,500,000 acres of land, apart from eventually generating 400,000 K.W, 
of electric power. This power will be supplied not only to about 75 towns of 
< the Punjab and also Delhi, but will be available on a large scale in rural 
areas for domestic, agricultural and industrial uses. Irrigation from Bhakra 
is expected to increase the annual production of foodgrains by about 1.13 
million tons and that of cotton and other fibres by about 800,000 bales. The 
foreign exchange involved at present in importing these amounts is of the 
order of about Rs. 105 crores, the bulk of which it would be possible to save. 


ý Work both on Bhakra and Nangal is progressing fairly satisfactorily. 
» The road bridge over Nangal Dam was opened in September last, and the 
r concreting of this Dam is nearly complete. As regards Bhakra, according to 

the present schedule, the work on the diversion tunnels is expected to be 
completed by the end of 1953. Difficulties have been experienced in connec- 

tion with the finalization of the design and specifications for the construction 
equipment for Bhakra Dam, and the procurement of equipment from abroad 

is not an easy matter, but -we hope that it will be possible to start the 

` concreting of the Dam in January, 1956, and to complete it before the end of 
1£59, Perennial irrigation, however, can commence a year earlier, as it will 


= be possible to store water before the completion of the Dam. This, in brief, 

” is the present schedule, but my Government and the Bhakra Control Board 

i spent several hours last week in deliberating with Mr. Slocum, perhaps the 
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[Governor’s Address] 


greatest expert in the construction of high dams, whom we have engaged for 
this project with a view to see whether it was possible to advance the 
schedule. We have reached certain conclusions, and if these can be imple- 
mented fully and in time -and the implementation of some of them, like 
engagement of specialists and procurement of plant and equipment, are not 
wholly within our control—we have been advised that the Dam can be 
completed by approximately October, 1958, and that it would be feasible to 
obtain partial use of stored waters by the end of 1956 and practically full use 
by the end of 1957, My Government andthe Bhakra Control Board will 
leave no stone unturned to remove bottle-necks or handicaps in connection 
with this project. 


A start in irrigation from the Bhakra canals was made during Kharif 
1951, the area irrigated being 15,000 acres. The figure during this year’s 
Kharif will be considerably higher. I should add that subject to availability 
of funds, the Bhakra Canals System is scheduled to be completed by Kharif 
1954, Individual channels will, however, be opened earlier as aud when they 
are completed, thus making it possible progressively to increase non- 
perennial irrigation from Bhakra canals. 


My Government is fully seized of the fundamental necessity of planning 
for the full utilization of power and water from the Bhakra-Nangal project. 
Comprehensive load surveys are being carried out, and the Electricity Tariff 
Advisory Committee, which was constituted last year, has begun its work. 
The Committee which was appointed last year to suggest ways and means for 
ensuring, as far as may be, the optimum utilization of water for irrigation 
from the Bhakra-Nangal project, has alsu started its deliberations. 


The campaign for increased food production continues to make 
headway. The main planks in the campaign are expansion of irrigation by 
canals, tubewells, percolation wells or other minor irrigation schemes, use of 
pure seed, utilization of manure, eradication of pests and reclamtion of 
waste lands. During the current financial year itis proposed to spend a 
little over Rs. 120 lakhs on han schemes and a little over Rs. 19} lakhs on 
grant-in-aid schemes. My Government will shortly proceed to examine how 
the drive for increased food production can be accelerated, with special 
reference to the improvement of the operation of the Utilization of Lands 
Act, electrification of tubewells in rural areas and the devising of measures 
for the closest and most continuous association of all our rural citizens in 
the task of augmenting food proluction, As Members of the Legislature are 
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aware, four Rural Community Projects have been allotted to this State. 
Various details, as for cxample, financial and administrative, are being 
worked out, and when these projects are on the ground, increased food 
production in these areas will be a part of an integrated plan of all-round 
rural development. 


In spite of the unkindness of Nature last year, viz, inadequate rainfall, 
followed by drought in some areas, our food position on the whole remained 
satisfactory, Wewere able to procure 245,000 tons of wheat during the 
crop year, which has just ended. As a measure of precaution, we had 
obtained an allocation of 60,000 tons of imported wheat from the Government 
of India but subsequently, due to improved conditions and, in particular, 
good procurement of maize, we surrendered 20,000 tons out of our allocation. 
We may be in a position to surrender some more imported wheat. In spite 
of the import of wheat, which is more expensive than locally procured wheat, 
we were able to maintain the issue of wheat at a stable level, and our 
consumers may well congratulate themselves on this. The wheat crop is 
reported to be very good this year, and it is our hope to be able to exceed 
the procurement of last year, and also, perhaps, to manage without imports 
of wheat. | 


In the sphere of relief and rehabilitation of displaced persons from West 
Punjab, quasi-permanent allotment of evacuee land was completed in 1950, 
but as was inevitable in such a gigantic task, a large number of errors and 
omissions occurred which it was necessary to set right. Over a lakh of 
applications for review and revision were received. Their disposal involved 
much labour, as records had to be collected from the districts and examined 
carefully. Most of these applications have since been disposed of and 
the remainder are being dealt with. It is well-known that land 
available for allotment under the quasi-permanent allotment scheme 
was not sufficient to meet the demand, but by utilizing the land of which 
possession was not taken by the allottees and by other processes, the Govern- 
ment were able up to the 15th April, 1952, to allocate as much as 64,366 
-standard acres of land to 12,959 unsatisfied claimants. This has met the 
claims of the bulk of the claimants, thus considerably reducing the number 
of displaced persons for whom land is still to be found. With the completion 
of the more important stages of quasi-permanent allotment of land, it was 
necessary to give further financial aid to the allottees to enable them to 
resettle themselves on their new holdings, and to improve these holdings, to 
the extent possible. For this purpose, a total amount of Rs. 4.4 crores has 
_ been advanced in the form of loans for the purchase of bullocks, implements, 
tractors, pumping sets and other agricultural requirements, 
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As regards urban rehabilitation, further progress has been made since 
my last address to the Legislative Assembly on the 6th March, 1951. 
Schemes for the creation of shopping centres and mandis and industrial areas 
for displaced persons are actively in hand. Loans totalling Rs. 74,00,000 
have been given to the purchasers of plots in the townships for building 
houses. Two thousand and five hundred cheap houses for the lower income 
groups have now been completed on eight-marla plots. Moreover, small 
urban loans amounting toa little over Rs. 2crores have been advanced, 
besides loans of over Rs. 40,00,000 to co-operative societies. Twenty-seven 
co-operative societies have been formed for the establishment of garden 
colonies in the State and a sum of Rs. 10,00,000 has been advanced to these 


societies. 


With the object of giving compensation to displaced persons, who had 
to abandon immovable properties in urban areas in Punjab (P), the Govern- 
ment of India initiated the twin schemes of verifying the claims of displaced 
persons in respect of immovable property left behind by them and of 
evaluating the evacuee property left by evacuees in India. Both these 
schemes have made considerable progress. 


Relief to displaced persons, as distinguished from their rehabilitation, is 
now nearing its end. The State Government are considering a scheme for 
the transfer of ownership of mud-huts to their occupants according to which 
only the cost of land will be recovered from the displaced persons on easy 


terms, 


My Government have been very anxious to speed up the construction of 
the new Capital at Chandigarh, both from the point of view of administrative 
convenience and of rehabilitating displaced persons. A great deal of 
preliminary work relating to acquisition of land and planning has already 
been done. The work of awarding compensation for the land acquired and 
the resettlement of Cipital oustees is nearing completion. A network of 
main roads has already been laid atthe site. Five hundred and eighty-six 
permanent houses for the staff are under construction, and construction work 
for 496 more has just started. A Hostel for officers and a building for the 
Government Press are also under construction. Twenty-eight industrial plots 
have been auctioned, and 2,387 residential plots have been allotted. In the 
matter of allotment of residential plots, preference has been given to 
displaced persons. In construction work also, every effort is being made to 
employ as many displaced persons as possible. It is my Government's desire 
to move the Capital to Chandigarh as early as possible. Ifa permanent full- 
scale move cannot take place in the near tuture, the possibility of a partial 
temporary move in the next winter will have to be examined. 
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The future of our State and indeed of the whole country will depend on 
the manner in which we are able to develop and utilize our resources. AS you 
know, the Government of India set up a Planning Commission about two 
years ago and asked the State Governments to formulate their plans. My 
Government have prepared a plan involving an expenditure of Rs. 21.67 
crores spread over a period of 5 years Out of this, a sum of Rs. 10 Crore» 
will be spent on the Capital Project, Rs. 169.72 lakhs on the development 
and improvement of agriculture, Rs. 326.22 lakhs on irrigation, Rs. 188 
lakhs on consolidation of holdings and the balance on schemes embracing 
education, medical, public health and industries, etc. The Planning 
Commission, which has already issued a draft report, is expected to publish 
its final report some time this year. 


The speed of consolidation work remained somewhat slow in the 
beginning of 1951-52, as the staff was untrained, but I am glad to say 
that the speed became more rapid towards the close of the year. 
There are 1,783 villages under consolidation with an area of 2,063,548 
acres in the first batch of selected tahsil. The work in ail these 
villages is expected tobe finished by the end of the current financial 
year, and it is expected that consolidation operations would be taken up 
in the second batch of tahsils in the State with effect from the Ist April, 1953. 
According to the scheduled programme, the work throughout the State should 
be completed in about eight years’ time, but my Government propose to take 
steps to expedite the work so as to reduce this period to the extent possible. 
Side by side with the work in the first batch of selected tahsils, the work 
in 382 villages with an area of 239,329 acres in non-selected tahsils continued 


and has almost been completed, 


In order effectively to deal with problems relating to industrial 
rehabilitation and development, the Industries Department has been recently 
overhauled both at headquarters and in the field. Two advisory committees, 
viz., the Standing Advisory Committee for Industries and the Cottage 
Industries Board, have also been established, and there is now a close and 
effective liaison between industrialists and Government. The Stores Purchase. 
Organization has been materially strengthened and shifted from Kalka to 
Jullundur. The Department has also been able to start a School of Arts 
which was a long-felt want after partition, Proposals are under examination 
for the starting of a commercial tannery at Jullundur, a testing and finishing 
centre for cycle parts aad allied industries at Ludhiana and a dyeing and 
finishing centre for cotton textiles and hosiery goods at Ludhiana, My 
Government are alive to the need for the extension of cottage industries, 
which will provide additional employment to people in rural areas. To give 
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further impetus to private enterprise and industry in this. border State, my 
Government have drawn up a detailed scheme for the setting up of an 
Industrial Finance Corporation, and the case has now to be negotiated with 
the Centre. The corporation when set up, will be able to provide effective 
financial assistance to small and medium-scale industries in the form of 
long-term loans. 


g | 
The question of nationalization of passenger transport has been under 


consideration for some time past. The Punjab Legislative Assembly, 
however, recommended in March, 1950, that it should be postponed for three 
years, subject to Government’s taking up a few routes as an experimental . 
measure. The routes selected were Jullundur-Amritsar and Ambala-Karnal 

along with a few subsidiary routes and the running of the Omnibus Service 

in Ambala, Judging from the results achieved, the experiment has proved 

to be a success. It is now my Government’s intention to accelerate the pace 

of nationalization. | 


Primary Education in the State is still governed by an Act of 1919, 
which has, more or less, outlived its utility, and an Act’ of 1940, 
which has remained a dead letter. The question of fresh legislation in order i 
to speed up the process of compulsory education and to extend itto areas 
not so far within its reach, is exercising the minds of my Hon’ble Ministers, 
The State Government had sometime back evolved a scheme of studies for 
primary and middle departments of the schools of the State. This scheme 
included, among other matters, the progressive nationalization of school text- 
books. Under this scheme, 23 text books are being printed by Government. 
My Government propose to speed up this policy of progressive nationalization, 
so as to nationalize all text-books within the shortest period of time. i 


My Government are very anxious to secure the close and intimate 
association of the people themselves with all development plans that may be r 
undertaken in rural and urban areas. Our fellow citizens may well not feel 
the full glow of freedom unless they have a hand in the shaping of their 
future and their environment. One of the ways of making them do this may 
be to decentralize administrative machinery to the extent 
possible and to give. powers to Panchayats in villages or to groups of 
villages and to local bodies in urban areas. My Hon’ble Ministers have 
been giving thought to this problem and may be able to řormulate specific 
proposals by the time the Legislature meets next. [hey are anxious to do 
all that they can to better the lot of the common man in towns and villages ° 


ş 


of the State. 
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Important and far-reaching steps have been taken to improve the 
condition of tenants. The Punjab Tenants (Security of Tenure) Amendment 
Act, 1951, has reduced the permissible limit up to which a land-owner may 
reserve land for self-cultivation from 100 to 50 standard acres. The tenure 
of tenancy has also been raised from 4 to 5 years. The tenant has been 
given the right of pre-empting the sale of land in his tenancy if it has been 
in his continuous possession for 4 years and also the right of purchase if it 
has been in his continuous possession for 12 years. The maximum rent, 
which a landlord may claim, has been fixed at 1/3rd of the crop of such land. 
The Punjab Occupancy fenants (Vesting of Proprietary Rights) Act, 1951, 
abolishes proprietary rights of land-owners in respect of lands under their 
occupancy tenants and vests this right in the occupancy tenants on payment 
of compensation to be determined under the Act, The interests of tenants 
are nearest to the heart of my Government and the need for safeguarding 
those interests cannot be over-emphasized. It is incumbent on all of us to 
move with the times, and I have every hope that such adjustment of 
relations as may be necessary, will be undertaken and carried out by all 
concerned with the least possible dislocation. While I would make an 
appeal, particularly to the landlords, tor a proper appreciation and 
understanding of the policies and principles underlying agrarian reform 
and such reform should be brought about as far as possible in a spirit- 
of amity and goodwill—I would add that under no circumstances will my 
Government permit any violation or circumvention of the law. 


The Punjab Abolition of Ala Malkiat and Talukdari Rights Act 1951, 
abolishes -all rights, titles, etc., of Ala Malkiat on the land held by them 
through Adna Malik and vests full proprietary rights in the latter on 
payment of compensation to be determined under the Act. 


It isthe policy of my Government to do all they can to extend relief 
to political sufferers who made great sacrifices in the struggle for 
Independence. In pursuance of this policy, the State Governmet have 
refunded fines amounting to over Rs. 34,000 to 151 political sufferes 
and restored confiscated properties in seven cases. A Political Sufferers’ 
Relief Fund was started by the State Government sometime ago with a 
contribution of Rs. 30,000, and my Government have decided last week to 
contribute a further sum of Rs. 50,000 to the Fund so as to extend the 
scope of its benefits. 


~~, 


The State Government propose to do the best they can, within the limits 
of their financial resources, not only to safeguard but also to promote the 
interests of the members of the Scheduled Castes and labouring classes, and 
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to ameliorate the condition of the backward classes living in the far-flung 
areas of Lahaul and Spiti. During 1951-52, an expenditure of about Rs 8 p 
lakhs was incurred on various schemes of financial assistance to students 
belonging to backward classes of the state. The State Government have 
under consideration various schemes for the development of Lahaul and Spiti. 
It has been decided to set up a Tribes Advisory Council to advise the 
Governor on matters pertaining to the welfure and advancement of this area. 
The details of the working of tne Council are expected to be finalized very 


shortly. 


As the Legislature is aware, a caretaker Budget for 1952-53 was 
presented to the Parliament of India in February last, pending restoration 
of normal constitutional Government. This. Budget was based substantially 
on the existing level of expenditure and recepits. It was a work-a-day 
Budget calculated to keep administration and development going till a 
popular Government assumed office. Consequently, a four months’ grant 
was obtained on votes-on-account from Parliament. My Government is now 
busy preparing the Budget for the year 1952-53 and it is expected to be 
ready for presentation to the State Legislature by the middle of June, 1952. 
In this Session, you will not, therefore, be called upon to deal with this 
Budget. I may, however, make a passing reference t> our financial position. 
At the time the Budget was presented to Parliament, Revenue Receipts were 
estimated at Rs 1,671 lakhs and Revenue Expenditure Rs. 1,670 lakhs, 
leaving a nominal surplus of Rs. one lakh. Since then the position has 
undergone a considerable change, mainly as a result o: unforeseen additional 
expenditure resulting from scarcity conditions prevailing in the Hissar 
District. The nominal surplus has now turned into a deficit, but what 
financial position will be disclosed by the Budget to be presented later, I am 
not in a position to anticipate. 


My Government feel very strongly that no amount of reform or 
development would be worth anything, unless an improvement is brought e 
about in the day-to-day work of administration, in so far as it affects the 
man in the street. Whether it is in a Governmeut office, or a court of law 
or a Police Station, the citizen must be in a position to obtain substantial 
justice and the prompt redress of his genuine grievances. Corruption at all 
levels must be rooted out and, with this end in view, prompt and effective 
punishment must be meted out to a corrupt officer, however highly placed Mu - 
he may be. My Government have already issued strict orders that no d , 
approaches or sifarishes, from whatever quarters they may emanate, shall be \ 
listened to or tolerated and that there shall be no interference with the work 
of honest and conscientious officers. The integrity of services will be fullv 
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maintained and while good and conscientious work will be rewarded, bad, 
inefficient or dishonest work will be adequately punished. Promotions in 
service will bə on the basis of merit and seniority, ani no considerations of 
caste or community will be allowed to influeace decisions. With this end in 
view, my Government are considering the feasibitity of setting up a 
Subordinate Services Commission or of eniarging the scope of the functions 
of the existing Public Service Commission, for the purpose of recruiting 
subordinate services. This should put an end to any complaints of favouri- 
tism or nepotism in the matter of recruitment of personnel to various services 
under the State Government. My Government also propose to ensure that 
members of the Scheduled Castas ge: their due share in the services of 
the State. | 

Members of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council, a few 
more words and I have done. I said at the commencement ut my address 
that the present occasion, when tue two Houses of the Legislature of the 
State are to-day meeting for the first tune, is a lanumark in our history, 
I hope and pray that the occasion will mark the beginning of a new era of 
consolidation, progress and prosperity. 


.The Punjabi is well known for his sturdy commonsense, his spirit of 
enterprize, initiative, Capacity for hard work, and, above all, his optimistic, 
if not cheerful, outlook towards life as a whole. It is important at the 
same time that there should be a spirit of genuine co-operation and 
complete harmony between the various sections of our people. It is 
accordingly incumbent on all of us, particularly those occupying responsible 
places in public life, always to foster this spirit, thus making it possible 
for eacn of us, irrespective of groups or parties, to work uanedly for the 
welfare of the community as a whole, 


Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, and for the success of demo- 
cracy, constant effort is needed on the part of all citizens. Animated as 
you, my frieads, are by the highest standards of public service, [ am 
confident that your joint efforts will be successful in solving the various 
important problems facing the State. In this I know, as you do, that the 
good wishes of the common man in the State are with you, 


Ever since this State came into existence over four and a half years 
ago, our people have faced boldly many difficult problems. They have 
shown courage, perseverance and patience, and now we see before our eyes a 
new Punjab taking shape. I hope that you, the members of the Legislative 


Assembly and Legislative Council, will not only succeed in accomplishing 
the various plans already launched but also face successfully any new 
problems that may arise in iuture, so that when your term is over in 1957, 
the Punjab of our dream will have very largely materialized. 


Good luck to youall ! Jai Hind. 
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SITTING OF THE ASSEMBLY 


Mr. Speaker: Icallupon the hon. Sardar Swaran Singh to move his s 
motion. 


Minister for Capital Project (the hon. Sardar Swaran Singh): 
Sir, I move : 


That the Assembly shall meet on Saturday the 10th May, 1952 at 10 A.M. and the 
Speaker shall adjourn the Assembly at 2-0 P.M. without question put. 


Mr. Speaker : The question is — 


That the Assembly shall meet on Saturday th? 10th May, 1952 at 10 A.M. and the = 
Speaker shall adjourn the Assembly at 2-0 P.M. without question put. 


(The motion was carried). 


DISCUSSION OF GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 


Mr, Speaker: Now I call upon Shri Sher Singh to move his motion on 
the Governor’s Address. I may point out at the very outset thac many hon. 
Members are anxious to speak. Therefore, I think and I am sure you agree 
with me, that 20 minutes should be given to the Mover, 10 minutes to the 
Seconder, 20 minutes to the Leader of the Opposition and 10 minutes each to 
the rest of the speakers. 


Shri Sher Singh (Jhajjar) (Hindi) : Sir, I beg to move: 
that the members of this House assembled inthis Session are deeply grateful te His 


Excellency the Governor for the Address which he has been pleased to deliver to both the 
Houses assembled together. 


Sir, in our State for the first time elections have been held on the basis ‘ 
of adult franchise. The efficiency with which these elections have been 
conducted, has obliged not only the Members of both the Houses of the 
Legislature but also the entire publicof the State to congratulate the 
zyovernor. It was feared at first that there might be some disorder on ° 
account of the vast number of the voters. But that fear proved untrue and 
theelections were held with great efficiency and perfect order prevailed during 


that period. 
Now it is the duty of those hon. Members who have been 


returned to this House by the people to create a new Punjab of our dreams 

by implementing all the schemes which can possibly result in the greatest < 
good of the people. His Excellency the Governor has referred toall the 
problems and the schemes in his Address. There is hardly a problem the 
solution of which His Excellency the Governor has not offered in his Address. 
He hasalso referred to every important scheme. Bhakhra and Nangal 
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Project is the greatest project of our State. When this scheme materialises, 
the whole shape of the State will be transformed. So much so that the food 

~ problem of the country asa whole will also be solved toa considerable 
extent when this scheme is fully implemented. As regards Punjab, I am sure, 
it will be completely transformed. 


Sir, according to the earlier estimates, concreting of the Bhakra Dam 
was to be completed by the end of 1959, But it is a matter of great pleasure 
that the Government andthe Bhakra Control Board who are holding 
consultations with Mr Slocum, an expert in the construction of high dams, 
have now announced that it would be possible to obtain a full use of stored 
waters by the end of 1957. The project, when completed, is going to provide 
irrigation facilities to about 6,500,000 acres of land and generate 400,000 
K. W of electric energy. We are aware of the fact that in our State there is 
very little land as compared with the ever increasing population. So the 
pressure on land is daily increasing. This danger is to be met and we are to 
make neccssary arrangements in this connection. We have to make a proper 
use of the four lakh kilowatts of energy which is going to be generated soon. 
The Governor has Stated in the Address : 


This power wiil be supplied not ouly to about 75 towns of Punjab and also Delhi but 
will be available on a large scale ın rural areas for domestic, agricultural and 
industrial uses. 


But I may point and that we can make use of t hese four lakh kilowatts 


of energy only if during the five years at our disposal we chalk out a detailed 
plan as to how to make use of this enrgy. 


i In the rural arcas of our State we should plan for the development of 
cottage industries and other small scale industries. [t is only by such 
schemes that we can utilize this energy and increase our prodiction. Other- 

wise, the power obtained will go waste and our progress will be retarded. 

e Every body knows that the Planning Commission is at work for the purpose 
of making plans for the country as a whole. My submission is that our State 
Government should also prepare schemes for the utilization of this electric 

‘power. Inthe next five years one of the main problems that faces us is to 

make the people electricity minded. Fortunately we have abundance of 

: man-power at our disposal, and we have to train it to utilize that electric 

- 4 energy. With the help of this power we can provide employment to 


numerous people. 


In addition to the employment that cottage and small scale industries 
will provide, the people will be saved from unemployment resulting from the 
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establishment of large scale industries, In large scale industries human beings 
become parts of the machinery itself. They lose their individuality in this 
kind of set-up. But if we make a proper use of the electric power we can save : 
our people from this danger. HereI wish to quote the words of Alexis Carrel. 


Electrical power and modern machinery make it possible for the light industries to 
free themselves from the curse of the factory. Could not the heavy industries 
also be decentralised, or would it not be possible to use all the youngmen of the : 
country in those factories for a short period just as for military service ? If this 
is done instead of being merely a piece of machinery every individual would be 
aperson. To-day the position of the proletariat is as low as was that of the 
feudal serf. Like the serf he has no hope of escaping from his bondage and be 


ind ependent. se: 


In my opinion, jarge scale industry has crushed the soul of man and it 
stands in the way of its full developmant. Decentralization is the only 
remedy for this. Asa matter of fact we, in Punjab, at present have got no 
heavy industries. Wecan easily plan to have cottage industries in our 
rural areas. We can op2n workshops in the villages and train artisans for 
various vocations. In this manner it will be possible for us to make a proper 
use of the power which is going to be released shortly. In a period of five 
years we can prepare schemes of development and thus increase our 
production and make our country rich. It has been stated that the 
Government has before it a plan involving an expenditure of Rs. 21.67 crores 
spread over a period of five years. But my submission is that whatever the 
plans ard the amount of expenditure to be incurred upon them, the first 
important matter is the training of the youth. 

A sum of rupees two and a half crores is stated to be earmarked for 
education. But in my opinion unless and until the entire system of education 
is overhauled to suit the present day needs of our youth, no useful purpose 
will be served by this expenditure. The money that is at present being spent 
on Education is going waste. So without proper planning in this matter the 
State is not likely to make any rapid progress. The outmoded systern of 
education is responsible for many of our troubles. There is unemployment in 
the country. Many people who are at present going about jobless can be 
gainfully employed for increasing the production of the country, only if we 
were to overhaul our present system of education, which is out of tune 
with our present day needs. From time to time in the convocation addresses 
delivered at various Universities this pressing need has been urged. The 
old and rotten system of education which Englishmen introduced in this 
country in accordance with their own requirements is still in vogue and a. i 
nothing has been done to changeit. It is a matter of deep regret that we 
find ourselves unable to do anything in this direction and continue to 
submit to this bondage A sort of helplessness is noticeable everywhere ‘ 
Even our Rashtrapati has been compelled to remark, “I find myself helpl-ss 
to change this system of education”. Under such circumstances when even 
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those who are at the helm of affairs find themselves helpless what 
will become of the country ? Lakhs of youngmen who come out of our 
Universities every year are feeling pessimistic. They are without any 
aspirations and Zeal for work. The country is finding itself surrounded by 
clouds of darkness and despondeucy. This is a problem of the problems of 
our country. We should try to solve it without any considerations of 
partisanship because it is a problem which faces our youth-nay our people as 
a whole. I would not even hesitate from inviting the hon. Members sitting 
on the Opposition benches to come forward with suggestions that they may 
have for the solution of this problem. We have to thiak in terms of fiading 
out ways and means of pulling out our youngmen from the sloth of 
pessimism that engulfs them. 


J, therefore, submit that all of us have to build up a new Punjab and 
for laying its foundations we will have to solve the economic and social 
problms of today which are facing us. We have not been able to solve 
these problems during the last 4$ years after the attainment of freedom. 
Unfortunately the youth of the country is turning despondent. If we wish 
the betterment ot the country we must remove this despodency. We would 
be able to solve the social and economic problems only when this important 
problem is solved and the present system of education is changed. 


I fully agree with Shri Vinoba Bhave in saying that if all the schools 
and colleges are closed for a period of two or three years and during that 
time a new system suited to the needs of the country is devised, then we will 
be able to make the young men and women economically independent and 
thus render a great service to our country, 


It has been stressed in the Address that Government will take all 
possible measures to root out corruption from the State. This cannot be 
done till our educational system remains costly. The habits of youngmen 
of today have been spoiled. They spend in their college days amounts 
ranging from Rs. 100/- to Rs. 150/- p,m. They are mainly interested in 
government services. When they succeed in getting some employment and 
that even at not more then Rs.60/- p m., they are tempted to fall a pray to 
corrupting influences, During their college careers they have been 
spending amounts varying from Rs. 100/- to Rs, 150/- p.m. and in service 
they have to live on a much less salary. i 


These defects can only be removed, if we try to aquaint ourselves with 
the rural life. It is necessary to establish Rural Universitis. Jt has been 
noticed that the officials who have to deal with the problems of rural 
population are not trained in that atmosphere and have very little knowledge 
of their problems. Inefficiency in services is due the unreal chagacter of 
education in our Universities. Mere knowledge of a language and writing of 
good and correct notes are not sufficient for making a good officer. He has 
to know the problems of the people and has to be in touch with their daily 
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life. I think that wrong decisions and delay in the work of the 
common man are due to the unreal character of the education received bv 

them. For this purpose it is necessary to acquire a first hand knowledge of 

these areas. The students should be compulsorily made to do manual 
Jabour and should also be required to go to villages and live there for a 
period of a year or so before leaving the universitv. We will have to put in 
manual labour and make certain sacrifices in order to bring about these 
reforms. 


Bn 


In the end, [thank His Excellency the Governor for his Address and P 
hope the Government will pay due attention to all the problems pertaining 
to education, transport, tenants and political sufferers. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Jullundur City South-East) (Hindi, : Sir I have 
stood up to support the motion of thanks to H. E. the Governor for his 
Address which has been moved by Shri Sher Singh. A few days back, when 
Shri Ajit Parshad Jain came to Julluadur, a number of questions 
pertaining to the various problems of refugees were put to him in a 


meeting. He replied that the Government had done so many 
things for the refugees whch he recounted one by one. Similarly the 


Governor has referred to so many things in beautiful language in his Address 
Which has by now become a mere formality. He has referred to the 
construction of Bhakhra and Nangal Projects. He has given a glowing 
description of these projects in the same way as a mother promises to give 
her weeping child so many attractive things, if he waits for some time. 


Shri Nand Lal: Ona point of information Sir. May I know, whether 
the hon. Lady Member is supporting the motion or opposing it ? 


1 


Minister for Capital Project: The Lady Member is supporting the 


motion by criticising it. (Laughter) 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Yes, I am supporting the motion and not opposing 
it. However, I shall improve my way of expressing things. Well, Sir, the 
Governor has made no mention ot the Resources and Retrenchment Committee 
which had been constituted at the initiative of the hon, Sardar Partap Singh 
Kairon. 


Mr. Speaker: I am constrained to say that if the Lady Member is 
unable to support the motion, sh: had better not speak. | _ « 


| Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, I wanted merely to draw the attention of 
the G.vernment to certain important matters The upper-most thing to ° 
which I wish to invite the pointed attention of the hon. Ministers is the 
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nationatization of books and I earnestly request that to ameliorate the 
condition of masses and to make education cheaper it should be done 
immediately. In the past the books were not so costly as they are now 
and one primar “ Kayda ” costing a nominal price could seive the purpose 

ae of four or five children of the family. But now it costs us seven anda 
half annas. This price is obviously extremely high and it is a drain on a 
poor man’s purse. There is no gainsaying the fact that if we do not take 
some strong measure such as the nationalisation of books and thereby 
cause reduction in their prices we cannot liquidate illitracy from amongst 
our teeming millions. 


Now I want to say something about transport. As you know, Sir, an 
= experiment regarding notionalization of transport was made on one route 
and that has been quite successful. Keeping this in view I would request 
the hon. Minister in charge to give a practical shape to the assurance 
given by His Excellency the Governor in his Address that the government 
would accelerate the pace of nationalization of transport. 


I am happy to find in the Address the declaration that lawlessness 
would not be tolerated inany case. I feel that we should bear in mind 
that now when our own popular Ministers are at the helm of affairs, 
complete law and order should reign over the country. But I feel 
constrained to say that things are not happy, particularly in the rural 
areas, where maintenance of law and order, with a strong hand, is the 
crying need of the hour. Corruption should not be to tolerated in any case 
and those found guilty should be severly dealt with. I hope that the 
Government, as has been pointed out by the Governor in his Address, will 


take all possible steps to root out corruption and maintain law and order 
in the rural areas of the State. 


r Then, there is another point of which I must make a mention and that 

» is this. I am happy that Jullundur Municipal Committee has been superseded. 

The impression was gaining ground that those responsible for mal-administra- 

tion in the Municipality were going scot free. I hope now things willbe 

° set right by the authorities. The time at my disposal is over and so 
with these words, Sir, I second the motion moved by Shri Sher Singh. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved : 


That the members of this House assembled in this session are deeply grateful to His 


> 4 Excellency the Governor for the Address which he has been pleased to deliver to both the 
Houses assembled together. 
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As the number of amendments is very large it is very difficult 
to give opportunity of speaking to everybody. Some amendments which 
are not in order cannot be taken up. The other amendments shall be 
‘deemed to have been moved. There will, therefore, be no need for each 
mover of the amendment to move his amendment individually. The 
‘discussion will take place generally. Now I would call upon the leader of 
the opposition to speak, 


-Sardar‘Gopal Singh .(Jagraon) (Punjabi): Sir, I regret to say that 
IT‘am not in a position :to support the motion of thanks moved by Shri 
Sher Singh. -India sseems to have been divided into Hindu and Muslim 
‘India but after the division of the country, it has been seen that in India, 
‘particularly in the Punjab, many old conventions-well established conventions 
have been broken. The rights of the rural population which had been 
upheld by the regime before the partition of the country, are now being 
‘trampled under foot. Only recently the parity between Hin us and 


Sikhs in the Cabinet has been thrown to the winds. In the services as well 


imore. represetation:;has been given to Hindus as compared with the Sikhs. 


‘My contention is that.for the smooth running of the administrative 


machinery the Governm:nt should give equal representation to both Hindus 


“and Sikhs in all the departments. Even in the Cabinet as I have already 


stated, the Sikhs are not being adequatelc represented. At present there 


are only 24 Sikh ministers in the Punjab Cabinet because the nun, Sardar 


“Swaran Singh is only one: quarter of a minister (laughter). 


I would say that great injustice has been done to ruralites when 
the highest office of Chief Ministership has been offered to Shri Bhim Sen 
Sachar who is an urbanite. When the Government makes recruitment 


-to the Police Department it draws people from villages because it tinds 


strong and sturdy men there. 


Mr. Speaker: I would ask the, hon. Member that communal matters 


-- should not be discussed on the floor of this House. I, however, did not 


object when he was making distinction between the ruralites and urbanites 
but it does not behove the hon. Member to say anything in the House 
which savours of communalism. I did not stop the hon. Member before, 
as I thought that some latitude should be given to the Opposition Party. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Sir. I was. saying that rural people were being 
systematically neglected. While we see that when recruitment in the 
army has to be made, most of the young men are drawn from villages 
but when election of the Chief Minister is to be made the choice falls upon 


Punjah{ Vidhan Sabha 


Digitiqed by; 
Panj a b falsa 


ee ŤųýěėěėOűOOûůùůùüùüaaaaa 


DISCUSSION OF GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS (3) 47 


ots 


a person who is an urbanite. So what I want to drive at is that the 
hon. Chief Minister who has passed all his life in cities can hardly appreciate 
the difficulties of the poor people living in rural areas, Sometime back 
i I came to know that a deputation of Hariana ieee met the-hon, Chief 


Minister. Set u paat oiai a rai 


Mr. Speaker: How do you know of that? The mention of private 
affairs in the House is not allowed. 


e 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Sir, my Jhon. Friend Shri Sher Singh has 
moved a motion of thanks to His Excellency the Governor. :but it: appears 
that he has probably lost sight of the acts of highhandedness committed 

a by Hindus when they openly carried on propaganda amongst the Harijans 
to record Hindi in the language column of the census forms. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Ona point of order, Sir. Has the Leader 
of the Opposition been permitted to talk of such matters which have 
nothing to do with the Governor’s Address ? 


Mr. Speaker : I perfectly agree with you. I gave him a good deal 
of liberty simply because he is the Leader of the Opposition but I see 
that he is taking undue advantage of indulgence shown to him, by me. 

I would ask the hon. Member not to refer to any such matters. - p 1 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Sir, I do not wish to thank His Excellency the 

the Governor for the Address that he has delivered to the two Houses 

assembled tog-ther because he avowed not have allowed such things to 
happen during his regime, OS | 


Shri Ranjit Singh: The hon. Member does not lose sree by 
onenig his thanks to His Exéellency the moveraoe: Spk Gyan 


ë Mr. Speaker: May I dae che aena of the hon. Member to 
Rule 14 which clearly specifies the scope of discussion on the motion ?- 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order, Sir. Can the hon. 
Mernber read from his prepared speech ? ' 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Sir, I am not reading from a prepared speech. 
I would now refer to the general elections which according to His Excellency 
the Governor passed off peacefully and -were conducted with remarkable 
smoothness. I submit thit unfair means were employed in the general 
elections and ballot boxes were freely tampered with. There were 
illiterate persons who only left the ballot papers on the ballot boxes and 
the Presiding Officers subsequently inserted those ballot papers in the 
ballot boxes of candidates of their own choice. 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order, Sir, These matters 
are sub-judice because certain ele:tion petitions have already been filed 
with the Government on the ground that the ballot boxes could be opened. 


Mr. Speaker: I accept the point of order. The hon. Member should + 
speak to the motion under discussion, 


Sardar Gopal Singh: I concede that the matter is gub- judice. But 
as its mention has been made in the Governor’s address, I consider it 
my duty to express my views about it and to show to the hon. Members 
of this House how the ballot boxes were tampered with by the presiding 
officers causing a general feeling of repulsion against these deeds and their 
doers, . 


Mr. Speaker: The Leader of the Opposition should exercise some 


moderation in his speech as he is more responsible than the other members 
of the House. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Then, Sir, it has been mentioned in the 
Governor’s Address that Government proposed to do its best within the 
limits of its resources, to safeguard and promote the interests of the 
members of the Scheduled Castes. Though the Government has made 
a provision for reservation of seats in the Legislature for the members 
of the Scheduled Castes for a period of ten years, yet I think that all 
the wrongs that have been perpetrated upon the untouchables for the 
last so many centuries cannot be redressed within this period. Un- 
touchables, form three-fourth of the population of India and are consi- 
dered as out-castes, Their touch or even their shadow would pollute 
the Brahman. So to provide a meagre sum of rupees eight lakhs for students 
of backward elasses would not bring about their welfare and advancement. 
Apart from this I submit that an adequate share is not given to untouchables 
in Government services. It may be pointed that that there are hardly two 
or three Scheduled Caste youngmen in the Provincial Civil Service, and 
Scheduled castes graduates are offered only petty jobs of clerks. Though 
the Government claims to have reserved 15% of posts for the Scheduled 
Castes in Government services yet this ratio is not strictly adhered to in any e 
Governmant Department. Another point on which I would like to focuss 
the attention of the hon. Members is that sometim: back the President of 
India issued an order under which certain categories of persons were included 
in the list of backward classes. It may be submitted in this connection that i 
under Article 15 of Part 3 of the Constitution under the heading 
“Fundamental Rights” it has been laid down that the State shall not a 
discriminate against any citizen on grounds of religion, race, caste, class and 
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place of birth or any of them. But it is strange that whereas certain castes 
amongst Hindus have been declared as Scheduled Castes, .all the backward 
classes amongst Sikhs excepting four have not been declared as such, This is 
repugnant to the provisions of the Constitution I remember that sometime 
back it was given out in the newspapers that Sardar Mangal Singh, a 
Member of Parliament, had met Shri Rajagopalachari who was then a 
Minister of the Indian Government —......... © ereere 


Mr. Speaker: I will ask the hon. Member not to refer to a private 
conversation that took place between two persons This is not relevant to 
the subject under discussion. | 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Then, Sir, I would submit that the Government 
does not recruit Scheduled Castes in the Police Department. I wonder why 
the Government has taken this decision when the members of Scheduled 
Castes are acquitting themselves with sucess in the army Thousands of 
Ramdasi and Mazhabi Sikhs are employed as Sappers and Miners but there 
is no untouchable in the Police Depatment. It appears that the Government 
is prejudiced against the untouchables and that is why they are not recruited 
to the Police Department or to any other Executive Department. They 
have been the victims of injustice since long. 


Minister for Development: But this Government took office on the 
17th April, 1952. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Let me give an instance from my own district 
viz., Ludhiana. Taking the population figures, Sikhs constitute the majority. 
Scheduled Castes come next and Hindus are in the third place. As regards 
contribution of various communities to the defence forces, Sikhs have the 
first place, Scheduled Castes the second and Hindus the third. But in civil 
services, Hindus have got the lion’s share, Sikhs come next and then the 
Scheduled Castes. 


Secondly, I want to plead the case of poor Scheduled caste students 
who bave to pay fees for appearing in University examinations. I admit 
that scholarships etc., are sanctioned for Scheduled Caste students and fee 
concessions are also given to them but it is a pity that these sanctions are 
given very late and meanwhile payment of dues entails a great hardship 
for Scheduled Caste students. Therefore, my submission is that the 
Government should itself undertake to pay to the University the examination 
fee due from a Scheduled Caste student. 


Mr. Speaker: Perhaps the hon. Member does not know that the 
University is not subordinate to the Government. 


| 
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Mr. Speaker: I call upon Sardar Achhar Singh to make a speech. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order, Sir. It has beena 
convention that the hon. Members giving notices of amendments are given 


priority over others. 
Mr. Speaker: He has also given notice of an amendment. 


Sardar Achhar Singh (Ajnala) (Punjabi) : I have to say jus. two things 
about the Address delivered to this House by His Excellency the Governor. 
Firstly, I take exception to his statement about-the general elections. — 
Elections were held neither in a peaceful atmosphere nor in a dignified = 
manner. Even in their midst, Communist party continued to be the victim 
of governmental fury. I am not referring to any revelation vouchsafed to 
me but I am giving hard facts. Detentions continued ; our friends weie 
not released even on parole ; warrants against others were not withdrawn and 
arrests continued to be made. Ail the influential members of our party were 
behind the bars. Our comrade Thakur Waryam Singh was arrested in 
Jullundur while filing nomination papers and was detaimed in Ambala Jail. 

Among the candidates that our party put up, Sardar Achhar Singh, 
Shri Wadhawa Ram, Shri Tulsi Ram and Sardar Gurnam Singh were not 
released and continued to be under detention. Messrs Chanan Singh, 
Hazara Singh and Waryam Singh were among those who were released on 
the orders of the Supremes Court a few days prior to tbe polling. 
Warrants against our friend who opposed S. Surjit Singh Majitha for 
parliamentary seat were not cancelled even till the dav of polling, While he 
was running after voters, the police was giving hima chase Take my own 
case. Twice I petitioned the Supreme Court praying for my release on 
parole for ten days, but His Excellency wrote that I was too dangerous a 
person to be released on parole for such a long period. Even the highest ; 


judicial court......... 
Mr. Speaker: Please make no reflection on the courts. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Even the recommendations of the highest court 
were ignored. This is the atmosphere in which our party had to contest 
tle elections. If this was peace, what else is turmoil or conflict ? 


Secondly, I have to say a few words about civil liberties. After the 
first Great War, we got our reward in the formof Rowlatt Act, and after a 
the second Great War we have got the Preventive Detention Act and that 
too from the Congress. 


Original with; 


Punjab|Vidhan Sabha 


Digitizdd by; 
Panjab Ln tm a E E O 


nn ————————————————————— 2 ——————_——————_——_——_——___—_ —_———————_ 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digit; gd by; 
Panj 


DISCUSSION OF GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS (3) 51 


Shri Prabodh Chandra (Gurdaspur) (Hindi) : Sir, my amendment is 
that at the end of the motion of thanks, the following be added : 


But re;ret that no provis‘on for the development of roads in the State in the five 
year plan has been made ani the amount sanctiored for the help of politicai sufferers 


is too meagre. 


Sir, I wanted to speak on my amendment only but some of our friends 
opposite have, regardless of all the parliamentary conventions, said certain 
things which in this 20th century or at least in this year of grace 1952, no 
legislator in the whole world could have said. From the speeches that these 
friends have made it so appears that the results of the general elections have 
taught them nothing. I was under the impression that they might have 
become wiser after the event but my expectations have been belied. Just as 
their respected leader Master Tara Singh has declared so many times in his 
speeches that no political party based on communalism alone can survive in 
the world of today but his communal mania continues to be unabated. 
Similarly whatever these fiiends might claim to be they have here said noth- 
ing in their speeches which could add to our knowledge except, of course, that 
which is calcuiated to fan the fire of communalism. I am reminded of my 
school days when a student who knew nothing of mathematics used to begin 
his answer book in every eXamination with the sentence ‘let me first prove 
the Bionomial Theorem’. (Laughter). 


In his address, His Excellency has referred to so many matters but 
whenever any one of these friends rises he tries to prove that elections were 
not allowed to be held in a fair manner. Sir, my submission is that they 
along with us were parties to the elections and so let some third party be the 
judge of the matter. In this connection, I would draw my friends’ attention 
to the comments cn our general elections which have appeared in the Press 
of Great Btitain, America or even of kussia. They willfind the same view 
expressed everywhere that the elections were held in a fair and commendable 
ma nner. 


Sardar Gopal Singh : Do they know more about these elections than 
we do ? 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : New Į advert to my amendment. Well, Sir, as we 
read in history the first road, better known as the Grand Tiunk Koad, 13° 
associated with the name of Sher Shah Suri. Then came the British era. 
During this period the British Government, of course, built all the roads but 
mainly from the point of view of military strategy and not that of public 
utility. Sir, after the Ist World War of 1914 when he motor traffic 

increased tremendously the Government constituted cammittee known as 
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Jayakar Committee under the chairmanship of Mr M.R Jayakar. That 
committee was required to make recommendations for the development of 
roads. The main trouble was that th- roads under the management of local 
bodies and provincial governments wete subject to a load of 1700 tons per 
hour while roads maintained bv the Government of India were subject to a 
load of 680 tons per hour. Consequently, the local boards’ roads were 
subject to a great wear and tear and could not be repaired by the these 
boards for lack of funds. So, the Committee recommended that as the 
provincial governments had no funds to look after the roads, the Central 
j Government should take upon itself the responsibility of maintaining them. m 


The third era in the history of development of roads commenced with 
the Unionist Government coming into power after the introduction of 


provincial autonomy. It devoted its energies to the development of those 
districts only of which we have been deprived as a result of ......ses.e- 00500110 


Sardar Partap Singh : Ona point of order, Sir. No one can make a speech 
| in a language other than Hindi, Punjabi and English. The hon. Member is 
| speaking in Urdu. 


‘ 
Mr. Speaker: This is for me to judge in what language he is speaking; 


clearly he is speaking in Hindi. 


Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi): Sir, at the very outset, 
I wish to point ‘out that a good deal of irregularities have been 
| committed in conducting the Elections. I need hardly go into the details as 
| “my hon. Friends occupying the [reasury Benches are fullv aware of the facts 
| about them. However, what I want to drive at is that the people who live in 
, villages have lost their faith in ballot box. Restoration of their faith in 
| it is essential as elections to local bodies will be taking place shortly. The 
defects in the ballot boxes should be removed. The people hold the view that ý 
| the ballot boxes could be opened and the Presiding Officers had transferred 
j votes from one box to another. Keeping these defects in view, I am of the 
| opinion that the impending local bodies elections should be held on one day 
and the results declared on the same day. 


Mr. Speaker. May I draw the attention of the hon. Member to the - * 
fact that this matter was not referred to in the Address? He should 
confine himself to the matters referred to in the Address. i 
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Serdar Wazir Singh: Fortunately, the hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon 
now holds the portfolio of the Revenue. The village folk have great faith 
in him. They feel that he is their true well wisher and, therefore, hope that 
whatever legislation he undertakes, he will do so in the best interests of the 
rural people. As a matter of fact, we will also welcome such measures. 


Then, the most important question is the refugee problem about 
which much has been said in the Governor’s Address But there are two 
or three shortcomings inthe manner in which it is being dealt with. The 
first lacuna is that when one set of people approaches the hon. Ministers, it 
impress upon them to adopt a policy that the people belonging toa particular 
village in Pakistan should he rehabilitated in one and the same village in- 
Punjab (I) while the other group insists that the people coming from Pakistan 
should be settled in a village to which they originally belonged in the Punjab 
(I). The result of this policy is that whereas some people have been allotted 
‘A’ class lands here while they possessed ‘B’ and ‘C’ class lands in Pakistan, 
others have been allotted ‘B’ and ‘C’ class lands here while they possessed 
‘A’ class lands in Pakistan. 


One more defect is that the Allottment Authority also hears appeals 
against its own decisions. This is fundamentally wrong. Consequently, so 
many appeals have been dismissed without having been properly considered. 
So many applications for review and revision are lying pending. I suggest 
that some definite policy should be chalked out by the government in this 
behalf. Many tenants have not yet been allotted lands since 1947, nor have 
they been given lands on Batai. Government should arrange to allot them 
land as early as possible. Sometimes they receive Conflicting orders from 
the Financial Commissioner and the Director General, Rehabilitation 
Department on the same subject. 


Besides, there are other problems which concern the poor villagers. It 
is said that the work of consolidation of land holdings will be completed 
within a period of 8 years. In my opinion this is a wrong policy. Fhis 
work should be accomplished within a year. Besides, the charges realized 
from the Zamindars for the consolidation of their lands per bigha should 
be on a uniform basis. I feel that the major port ion of these fees goes to 
meet the salaries of the establishment and yet the pity of it is that the work 
executed in respect of the work of consolidation of lands is not commensurate 
with the amount spent. I am of view that the Patwaries should be trained 
in this work which can be completed within 2 years if not ina year. It 
goes without saying that this will prove beneficial to the Zamindars. In 
this connection, I would like to suggest that an Act should be brought oa 


OST EE aPC L ESSE TS ee re ee 


a TS TOE E 


Original with; 


(3) 54 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - [9TH MAY, 1952 
{Sardar Wazir Singh] 


the Statute Book under which the land so consolidated should not be 
subjected to subdivision or fragmentation i in case its owner dies and leaves 
5 sons behind. 


Minister for Capital Project: Are you the eldest or the younger son 
of poor father? | | 


Sardar Wazir Singh: I am in the middle one. (Laughter) Now I come 
to another point. Well, Sir, there are only two ways in which dissemination 
of Primary education can be brought about, namely, Centralization and 
Decentralization. Under the head of decentralization this work can 
be entrusted to Panchayats. At present the District Board and 
Municipal Committees are doing this job. [ am of the opinion that 
Primary education should be taken away frum them as they can never 
achieve any tangible success in the matter. Then I have to make another 
suggestion. The Panchayats should be empowered to decide the cases of 
litigation. At present, litigation is a very expensive affair. Supposing a 
man belonging to a remote village in Ludhiana district is compelled to file 
a suit in a court situated in the district headquarters. Obvi usly he has 
to bear extra expenses in coming over to the district headquarters to 
attend his case. If powers to try that case had been vested in the 
panchayat of his vilage, he would have been saved this 
unnecessary expenditure and inconvenience. In this connect on 
I would hke to draw the attention of the Government to anotner point. 
The touring of Magistrates in the villages with a view to try cases can neither 
prove beneficial to the government nor to the parties concerned, It is the 
lawyers only who stand to gain. There should be some definite policy of the 
Government in this respect. It should find out how far it has been benefitted 
by a certain tour of a Magistrate and how far the public has gained by it. 


In the end, Sir, I would like to impress upon my hon Friends occupying 
the Ministerial Benches, the desirability of making some tangible efforts for 


the uplift and betterment of the rural people. 


Shri Mool Chand Jain ‘Sambhalka) (Hindi)": Mr. Speaker, I 
wanted to include certain amendments in the motion of thanks to the 
Governor's Address. I sent a notice of the same to the Secretary 
of the Legislature but I find that one item out of my amendments has 
not been included in the agenda for today. Here I take this opportunity to 
read out the contents of my proposed amendments, 


Punjab Yidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Original withy* 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panja 


DISCUSSION OF GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS (3) 55 


Mr. Speaker: Your amendment is on the Agenda. All these 
amendments are deemed t» have been moved, therefore, I do not aliow you 
to read your amendment at this stage. However, you can refer to it while 


speaking on the main motion. ¢ 


Shri Mool Chand Jain: Well, Sir my amendments arein the nature 
of suggestions to the Government which are as under : 


1. Unemployment and under employment 


Mr. Speaker, [ carefully listened-to the address and have again 
thoroughly perused the contents of the Address of His Excellency the 
Governor but, to my surprise, I have not been able to find a single word 
which could have been interpreted as dealing with the problem of un- 
employmeut and under-employment prevailing i in our State. While I extend 
my heartiest thanks co the Governor fur having delivered this address, I feel 
that I shall be failing iù my duty if I do not make the Government realise 
that unless and until we are able tv tind a suitable solution of this grave 
problem, the goal of our prosperity will remain unattained. For this purpose, 
Government wil! hive to take səne effective measures to liquidate un- 
employment from cur State and make the common man feel the glow of 
freedom, 


The other day when we reached Kalka there were hundreds of coolies 
waiting im patiently to carry our luggage. In Simla, too, it was not by 
an accicent, that, as scon as, the train stopped a large — 
of coolies rushed to carry our luggage. [his inlicated the amount. 
unemployment existing here. But this fact pales into insignificance ene we 
consider the wretched conditions in which hundreds of ricksha w-coolies have 
to live and keep their body and soul together. I was surprised to find that 
the Address delivered by His Excellency did not contain any reference to the 
miserable plight of our labourers, what to talk of any measure being 
suggested to amelio.ate their condition, 


The same harrowing tale is to be found in the gazette issued by the 
Punjab University containing the Matriculation result of 50,000 and odd 
students who appeared this year. Out of this large number, as many as 
34,000 students came out successful, but, I am afraid not more than 20,000 


will join the colleges. The remaining 14, 000 who passed this examination 
had high hopes forgthe future. But now thev will have the bitter experience 
of encountering the ‘no vacancy’ boards. They will have to make great efforts 
to earn their livelihood. I can well imagine that a majority of these will > 
well the ranks of the un-employed in our State. 
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Iam sure that like myself my hon. Friends over there also must be Y 
having a feeling of pity for these unfortunate sons of the soil. I can say 
that the Government have paid no consideration to this colossal problem and 
our University has no plans to provide employment to these youngsters-— 
the hopes of our land. This is a fundamental question ‘of human interests. 
How can the people at large feel the glow of freedom under the duress of 
economic slavery which crushes the finest human qualities that we wish our 
nation to inculcate and develop. I fervently teel that the Government 
should take effective and immediate. steps to combat both unemployment My 
and under-employment. | | 


2. Proper utilization of waste lands. 


The second problem, Mr. Speaker, that [ wish to bring to your notice is 
im respect of the proper utilization of waste lands in our villages. We can 
classify the rural population in three difterent categories, namely, 


(a) those who possess land, 


(b) those who have not got lands but possess sufficient capital and 


(c) those who have got neither land nor money. 


It is our first and foremost duty to take adequate measures to reorganise 
the economic structure of our villages and to distribute the waste-land on 
some definite lines. It is, rather, unfortunate that His Excellency the 
Governor’s address contains no reference in respect of this grave problem. I 
keenly desire that in the ensuing Budget session, a provision be made for the 
allocation of funds to be distributed among the penniless zamindars for v 
reclaiming the waste-lands. I, therefore, suggest that Government would be ` 
well advised to give due consideration to provision being made for affording 


adequate financial aid to these poor people so that the land lying waste is 
reclaimed to the best interests of our peasantry. | 


We witnessed that during the recent general elections, the vested 
interests exercised their influence in full measure on the right of franchise 
that the landless peasants enjoyed on equal footing with the others, 


An. hon Member. This statement is absolutely incorrect. 


Mr. Speaker : No matter that is ‘ sub-judice’ will be allowed to be 
discussed on the floor of the House. 
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Shri Mool Chand jain: Well Sir, I bow to you ruling but I submit 
that the statement made by me is absolutely correct. Now I want to 
suggest, Sir, that the class which possesses neither land nor capital should be 
= given loans through Co operative Societies. I very well recollect that underthe 

measures taken for the distribution of waste land in Karnal district, injustice 

was done to many a poor people. As a matter of fact the measures are not 

being enforced in right earnest. Even the landless labourers who took waste 

land on leases were not given possession of this waste land when big people 

who already possessed large tracts of lands were obliged with immediate 

possession. Infact most of the waste land was leased to the rich people. 

ma The real landless cultivator -hungry for land—is still without land, though 

~ he can be provided with land. I request the popular ministry through you, 
Sir, to pay heed to these grievances and take steps to redress them. 


- 


3. Resentment against discrimination between displaced and non-displaced 
persons in the matter of allotment of residential plots at Chandigarh. 


Sir, a good deal of resentment is prevailing in certain quarters against 
the attitude of the government in the matter of allotments of plots being 
made at the capital site. Sir, this point is second to none so far as its 
importance is concerned. His Excellency the Governor has clearly 
mentioned in his Address that preference has been and also would be 
given to the displaced persons in this allotment. I feel that I am voicing 
resentment of so many of my hon. Friends here and the local people in 
respect of this step-motherly treatment which is being meted out to the 
natives of East Punjab who have equal rights to settle down in the 
new Capital. I fail to understand, with what logic the persons coming from 
Lyallpur, Montgomery and Sargodha have better rights than those 
belonging to Karnal, Rohtak, Hissar etc ? Therefore, I request the govern- 


ment to do away with this discrimination. 
4. Growing demand of rurat population for more schcols. > . 


The opening of more schools in the rural areas is the crying need of the 
hour. During the elections, our visit to the countryside revealed that people 
in these areas are very much anxious to have more schools. In certain 


F x cases people are even willing to donate lands and contribute funds for 


the opening of schools ; but this is not going to help us unless Government 
take the initiative and effective steps for the spread of literacy in the rural 
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areas. Generally, the District Boards cannot open new schools as the 
question of funds stands in their way. When such is the state of affairs, Y 
who says that the interests of the masses are being carefully watched ? 


The Government should, therefore, allocate large sums of money in 
the budget which is coming up for consideration in the ensuing Budget- 
Session of June, 1952. 


5. Adequate protection to the tenants. 


It has been mentioned in the Address that important and far-reaching 
measures have been adopted to improve tbe conditions of the tenants 
but the people who are in touch with them know full well in what sad 


mt 


plight they are. Many promises were made to the tenants regarding the 
betterment of their lot during the general elections, Their present miseries 
and hardships indicate that they are the worst affected citizens in the 
free India. They are always at the mercy of landlords. A thorough 
investigation into the doings of the landlords would reveal that the 
provisions of the new Tenancy Security Act are not being enforced properly. 
There are many instances where the landlords are still in possession of 
more than 50 standard acres of lands. It goes without saying that 
their attitude towards the tenants has remained unchanged. The Act 
requires drastic amendments. Discrimination between tenants of evacuee and 
non-evacuee lands must go. Provision of canal water to the tenants as of 
right should be made. In fact, the whole problem requires tlie immediate 
attention of our Government. This is only possible if there is an over-all 


change in the policy. 
v 
6. Housing problem of Harijans in Rural Areas. 


The miserable condition of the dwellings of Harijans in the rural areas 
cannot be ignored during the present era of democracy. This problem r 
becomes all the more important if we keep in view the observations made 
by the Prime Minister of India regarding the dilapidated conditions of the 
houses of the labourers when he visited Kanpur. He was greatly shocked 
to see the most insanitary condition of their houses. This throws a flood of 
light on the miserable plight of the labouring classes as also the Harijans who 


are living in slums. Then inspite of the fact that in the Indian Constitution, e 4 

special privileges and reservations have been provided for Harijans in almost 

every field of national activity, it is astonishing to note that the housing ; 
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problem of Harijans has not received the serious and active attention of the 


Government. Then again, an assurance was held out that under the pro. 
gramme of consolidation of holdings, tand would be reserved for Harijans, 


7 


but this assurance seems to have been confined to instructions only. 
Practically, no land seems to have been reserved for the landless tenants. 
Even His Excellency the Governor has failed to make any reference to this 


! 


important matter in his Address. I, therefore, venture to submit to the 
Government, through you, Sir, that Harijans should be given a fair deal with 
a view to ameliorating their hard lot. 

Now, I come to the next point i.e., ‘top heavy’ expenditure incurred 
by the State Government in connection with the maintenance of administra- 
tive machinery. The number of officers bas increased considerably. This fact 
can well be verified from the telephone directory. In each department there is 
a Secretary, a Deputy Secretary, an Under Secretary, an Additional Secretary 
and an Additional Deputy Secretary. All these Secretaries are very highly 
paid persons. May I know as to what is the necessity of keeping so many 
Secretaries ? May I ask the Government to consider the plight of the low- 
paid Government servants—the chaprasis, the patwaries, the foot constables 
and the petty clerks? Do we ever think as to how they pullon? The big 


gulf between the two classes must be bridged. With these remarks, I thank 


you, Mr. Speaker, and resume my seat. 


Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) (Hindi) Mr. Speaker, I wish to submit 

that there are only 12 districts in the State but the expenditure is about 17 

crores of rupees. Is this amount being utilized for the benefit of the 

common man? A reference to the Budget Estimates will reveal such 

wasteful expenditure as can easily be avoided. If I may be permitted 

v to say so, the position of the Governor is just like a grand old man ina 

d family, who is fed and looked after at the cost of convenience to the rest 
of the members. He is only to sit idle and get comforts. 

! 

' @ Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should refrain from casting any per- 

sonal reflection on any body. 


| Shri Sri Chand: Tbk:s is ro r: flection. I am mentioning him with great 
respect. 


+ Mr. Speaker: But the manner in which the hon. Member is referring to 
Hi: Excellency tarte mounts to casting reflection on khim, He should avoid 
that. 
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Shri Sri Chand: Well, Sir, I was only referring to the position of the 
Governor. I think about fifty policemen, including constables and Sub-Inspec- 
tors, are always on duty at his residence. Whenever he moves about, a jeep 
containing policemen runs after his car to protect him, This reminds me of 
the traditiors of the past. The Englishman may be dead or not but he has 
not gone issueless. He has left behind a child. (Voices : Legitimate or 
illegitimate). 


Shri SriChand: We have got that child in the person of the Governor. 
He too has to get a jeep with police to protect him whenever he is out for a 
drive. ° 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is a seasoned parliamentarian and I am 


` really surprised to see him indulging in such things. I would request him to 


j 
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confine his remarks to the motion under consideration. There is no such refe- 
rence made in the Governor’s Address. 


Shri Sri Chand: May I respectfully submit that we are discussing here 
even the things which are not mentioned in this Address ? 


Shri Prabodk Chandra: On a point of order, Sir. Can an hon. Member 
question the ruling of the Chair ? The Chair has already given the ruling. 


Shri Sri Chand: The ruling has not been given on the point we are 
discussing. My hon, Friend who has just preceded me was also discussing 
this point. All these amendments are in respect of matters, which have not 


been referred to in the Address. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I want the Chair’s ruling whether those 
subjects which find no mention in the Address can be discussed during the 
course of this debate. 


Mr. Speaker: Well, the matter has already been clarified. This point 
requires Clarification but, forthe present, I would ask the hon Member to 
confine himself to all those points which have been mentioned in the 
Address. 


Shri Sri Chand: I was submitting that the expenditure on account of 
the Governor is too high. The Governor has stated in the Address that our 
budget is not going to bea balanced one. I submit that the expenditure on 
this account can be cut down. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. The amendmeut moved by the hon. 
Member does not make any mention of the Governor’s expenditure. He is 
of course at liberty to make general observations on matters mentioned in 
the Address. I would, therefore, ask him to confine himself to the amendment 
and to the topics mentioned in the Governor's Address, 
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Shri Sri Chand: I was going to submit that with a view to balancing 


4 the budget it is necessary to reduce the expenditure on Governor’s account. 
j The Governor has stated that for certain reasons it would not be possible for 
2 - the Government to balance the budget. That is why, I am putting befofe 


you certain suggestions which I think, would go a long way to‘help in pte- 
paring a balanced budget. I have no objection to the status and dignity of 
the Governor being maintained but I want that the interests of the massés 
should not be sacrificed at that cost. Besides this, high expenditure in con- 
nection with the establishment of Ministries should be curtailed. As has 
already been stated by an hon. Member, the Telephone Directory indicates 
how large is the number of Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries, Deputy Secreta- 
ries, and Additional Deputy Secretaries who have been employed in various 
oo departments, Then, Sir, it takes a Government communication two days to 
travel from one officer to another ; not because the offiċers ate over-worked 
but becattse the Secretaries have not enoush work'to do and they make 
delays to pose that they are overburdened with work. I cannot help saying 
that posts are created to suit certain men. In fact the number of officers in 


Aray- 


in the pre-partitioned Punjab. 


‘In the case of Subordinate Services it is- said that Patwari is a corrupt 
official. But may I ask ‘how in view of his meagre salary he can maintain 
his family without taking bribes ? Can a police constable, receiving Rs. 38/- 
a month, feed his children without being corrupt ? The Englishman knew 
it fully well that these were low paid people. He did not, therefore, mind his 
orderly accepting small tips now and then. But the ‘pity of it is that the 
evil of corruption which was formerly restricted to the subordinate officials 
has now permeated the high officers. I, therefore, suggest that early steps 
be taken to puta stop to this evil. It is a matter of gratification that when 
hon. Ministers go on tour, the masses out of esteem and love for them have 

- ‘begun to present purses to them. But it is to be*seen which Minister gets the 
larger number of purses - the hon, Minister for ‘Civil Supplies or the 
Minister for Capital Projects. 


Shri Parbodh Chandra: On a point of Order, Sir. I want to draw your 
attention to Rule No. 79. The hon. Member has been casting reflections on 
the conduct of the Government officials and the hon. Ministers. This is 
totally unfair. . 


Mr. Speaker: I shall really request Chaudhri Sahib to please confine 
his observations to general things and not to refer to the conduct of any. 
Minister or an official. 


Shri Sri Chand: But I have made no reference of this kind. 
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Mr, Speaker: Is it not a reflection on the conduct of the Minister that 
because he accepts a party or a purse, he is liable to be influenced by that? 
This remark indicates that he is corrupt. I cannot allow such an observation 
to be made on the floor of this House. (Cheers). If you want to do so, you = 
may bring a substantive motion in respect of this matter. 


aae ee a 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht : On a point of Order, Sir, Is the hon. Mem- 
ber entitled to speak for more than ‘0 minutes ? | 


Mr. Speaker: I generally have a soft corner for the Opposition but they 
are taking rather more advantage than I should give them. Now, there is ` 
only one minute more for the hon. Member to wind up. 


Shri Sri Chand : Well, Sir, I bow to your ruling and leave this subject. 

My submission is that, after all, there are other districts, too, beyond the 
-Ambala District to which, I feel, Government should pay their due 
attention. It is really a matter for regret that we do not find any college 
of Law, Medicine or Agriculture or such other educational facilities, for the 

_ people of these districts. | 


Mr. Speaker, mention has been made in the Address about the prevailing 
scarcity in the Hissar District. I really fail to understand as to why His 
Excellency the Governor did not anticipate the possibility of the occurrence 
of scarcity conditions in the district of Hissar at the time of the preparation 
of the Budget in the month of March. If the Government at that time had 
taken stock of the food and fodder situation in the Hissar District, I am sure, 
conditions would have been quite different from those obtaining there wo 
at present. But I cannot help saying even at the risk of repetition i 
that there are other districts beyond the district of Ambala where 
the people are very anxious to be provided with adequate facilities 
for acquiring technical education in the shape of Law, Agricultural 
and Medical colleges. So far as the services employed in these 
districts are concerned, I have to say with deep regret that they are 
harassed and often forced to resign. They are also demoted without any 
- rhyme or reason. I would once again request the Government to pay 
attention towards these districts, where the people are facing untold an 
hardships and miseries. With these words, Sir, I conclude my remarks and 


resume my seat. 
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Comrade Shri Ram Chandra (Nurpur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, before I 
express myself on the Address delivered by His Excellency the Governor I 
would like to quote an Urdu verse which aptly applies here and it is this :— 


d MÜ ar cart sie È R cart NEI 
za qda a at aA AI 


wid’ ar umh Hig Ò Hal UGH wa | 
fena gehe at 33A Ymy wa | 


First of all, I take this opportunity to offer felicitations to His 
Excellency the Governor for all that he has mentioned in his Address. 


Mr. >peaker, I find certain points in the Address to which I would like 

to draw your attention and through you, the attention of the Government. 

I want to plead the cause of the ‘under-dog’ or in other words, of those 

teeming millions who earn their livelihood by the sweat of their brow. 

Reference has been made in the Address about some steps having been taken 

to improve the condition of the tenants and I do feel that something, only 
something, has been done in this direction. But I wish to point out that as 

we are passing through a revolutionary era and it is our first and foremost 

duty to speedily effect such changes in ,the social and economic set-up of 

Our society as are deemed necessary. We are faced with maniioid problems, 

and the sooner we solve these, the better it would be in the interests of both 

‘the people and the Government. Besides the tenancy problem, there are 

various other problems which we are faced with and mention about which 

has already been made in the Congress Manifesto. Promises have been held 

out to the people in the Congress Election Manifesto that no time would be 

lost in doing away with the Jagirdari and landlordism in the country. 

Apart from this various other promises have been held out to the electorate 

by the Congress and these have to be fulfilled. In spite of the fact, that 

: some steps have been taken to improve the hard lot of the tenants we find 

that in rural areas they are being harassed by the landlords and Jagirdars 

. - and there is no end to their sufferings. Instances in this connection are not 
= wanting. Tenants are rot allowed to sit together and discuss anything of 
common interest. It has been experienced that no action whatsoever is 
being taken to stop the landlords and jagirdars from resorting to mal- 

_ practices and tyranny in their dealings with tenants. It will not be out of 
place to mention here that in certain rural areas of my district, zamindars 
who have succeeded in securing licences for fire-aims intimidate the poor 
tenants with dire consequences in case they do not dance to their tunes. 
Here I take this opportunity of requesting the Government to admonish the 
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tandlords'to behave properly towards their tenants and put an effective 
control over and even cancel licenses of arms of those landlords who resort to 
such inal practices against the poor tenants. 


Mr. Speaker, I have to sv a few words about the Labour Department. 
This department has proved very weak in its dealings with the public in 
general and the labouring classes ip particular. In fact, this department is 
not functioning in a satisfactory manner Now-a-days, much imp prtance is 
being attached to this department as it has to play a very prominent role in 
the formation of our “New India”. Under the circumstances, efforts should 
be made to organize it properly in the best interests of the labouring classes. 


The’ taising of the standard of living of the ‘under-dog’ or in other words 


‘óf the teeming millions of our country as also the people serving in humble 


and petty Hosts is the ‘crying need’ of the hour. Steps should, therefore, be 
taken to revise the salaries of patwaris, police-constables, teachers and other 


low-paid ‘Government “servants. Tf this is not done, I am afraid, and as has 
“already been stated by another hon. Friend, it would be well nigh 
impossible to eradicate corruption in the State. 


Then, It is stated that the ‘Grow More Food’ schemes are being 


implemented in our State. I am of the opinion that adequate attention is 
‘not being paid towards this matter of vital importance. It is said that land 
‘available for allotment under the quasi- permanent allotment scheme is not 


sufficient to meet the demands of the ‘people and for stepping up food 


production in the State. I wish to point out that land covering miles and 


miles is lying fallow at various places and it has not been brought under the 
piough. For instance, in village Indura, District Kangra, land covering one 
hundred miles has been washed away by the action of river Bias and has 
been rendered waste. We have been hearing for the last 3 or 4 years that 
bunds would be constructed in this Ilaqa in order to save the land from being 
washed away and reclaim the land already lost. I think that if speedy, 
earnest and effective steps are taken to canalize the water, then there is no 
reason why this land should not be brought under cultivation and thus add 


‘to our food production. 


In the pre-partition days, all-out efforts were made for the development 
of the western side of the Punjab while the eastern side which is now called 
as the Punjab (India) was totally ignored. The district of Kangra which is 
one of the districts of the Punjab (I) and which was totally ignored during 
the pre-partition days continues to be ignored. I would request the 
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Government to devise ways and means for the development of this district. 
It is really a matter of deep regret that so far no steps have been taken in 
this direction. The people of my illaqa are put to much inconvenience for 
want of amenities of life. I would, therefore, request the Government to tap 
the resources of this district and chalk out a programme for its development. 
Here I would like to bring this point to the notice of the Government that 
if a community project is started for the development of this district, there 
will not be any difficulty in procuring labour etc., for the purpose. It goes 
without saying that the people of this district are very hard-working and 
honest, In spite of all this, they are not afforded any chance to prove their 
worth and thus make some contribution towards the development of this 
district. 


Futher, I would like to submit that there is neither an adequate number 
of schools and hospitals nor good roads in my illaqa. I want that Government, 
while preparing the Budget, should pay due attention towards the immediate 
requirements of the people of my illaqa. Some areas even thirst for healthy 
and sufficient drinking water. 


Now that we are entering a new era, there should absolutely be no 
difference between the rulers and the ruled. Now we are all comrades. 
Under the circumstances, it is but meet and proper on the part of the 
Government to create confidence in the minds of the people and secure their 
cooperation in the administration. I remember, only a few days back, on 
enquiring from local police officers of my illaga as to why steps were not 
taken to apprehend the thieves who had already created terror in that illaqa, 
I was told that they were not receiving co-operation from the people. I am 
of the opinion that an officer who does not know how to secure co-operation 
from the people cannot be called an efficient officer. 


There is one thing more to which I would like to draw your attention 
and through you the attention of the Government and that is regarding the 
budget. In order to balance the budget, Government should see that the 
glaring disparity in the salaries of the high-paid officials and those of the low- 
paid Government servants ceases to exist. Again, I think I am right when 
I say that according to the Karachi Resolution passed by the Congress 
Working Committee, it was decided that the salaries of a minister during the 
Congress regime should not exceed five hundred rupees. Now that we have 
our own Government, we should not lose sight of the fact that the salaries 
of our ministers should in no case exceed Rs. 1000/- in the present circum- 
stances. This will be setting an example to the government officials to 
voluntarily agree to cut down their high salaries which are disproportionate 
to the financial position of the poor masses, 
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Shri Sri Chand: Mr. Speaker, if you have decided to permit discussion 
of those matters also, which have not been referred to in the motion, I 
hope that you will give me more time. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member could discuss those things to which 
he had referred in his amendment. He did not make any mention of his 
amendment when he delivered his speech. I cannot hold out a promise, 
but if time permits, I shall give Lim another opportunity to express his 
views. 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, I do not find 
anything in the Address for which thanks should be offered to the Governor. 
The hon. Member who moved the motion of thanks himself said many 
things against it. In the Address, an unsuccessful attempt has been made to 
give reasons for the failings of the Government and to conceal its misdeeds, 
As usual, promises have been held out that the Government have chalked 
out certain schemes and that it would do this thing and that in the near 
future, From our knowledge of what the Government did during the last 
five years, I have no doubt that these promises will also prove empty. For 
these reasons, my party will not support the motion of thanks. 


Another thing which I wish to point out is that the elections were not 


fair. I am sure that if they had been conducted in a fair and honest 


manner, most of the faces which we see in the House today would not have 
been here. 


The third thing to which I wish to refer is the absence of civil liberties. 


Shri Ranjit Singh: The hon. Member appears to have a complaint 
against the public that they did not vote for the candidates put up by 
his party. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Let me remind my hon. Friend that only 
thirty-eight per cent votes were cast in favour of the Congress Party. The 
remaining votes were cast against that organisation. As regards civil 
liberties, I.wish to point out that people in the villages are suffering 
harassment at the hands of the police. The police challans innocent 
persons under sections 107, 109 or 110 of the Indian Penal Code. Some 
persons are arrested on the charge of illicit distillation of liquor and others 
on some other false accusations. Police officers appear to think that as the 
Congress Government is in power, they can easily approach the Ministers and 
are therefore at liberty to terrorise people as much as they like. The fourth 


thing which I wish to point out is that permanent allotment of lands and 
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houses has not been made to the refugees so far. It is said that the process 
of reviews and shiftings is going on. Those persons who have been in 
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occupation of lands for the last five years are now being dispossessed. For 
example, all the displaced persons who had settled in two villages in 
Ambala district have been dispossessed of their lands in order to make 
Sardar Baldev Singh the owner of those villages. Such things are happening 
in Amritsar and Hoshiarpur districts also. Scores of refugees are being 
turned out of the lands occupied by then, in order to allot the same to one 
or the other influential person, 


K 


Then Sir, various kinds of atrocities are being committed by the officials 
who go to the villages for distributing taccavi loans. In my own consti- 
tuency, when the revenue officials went to village Miani for this purpose, 
they were drunk and they molested ladies in the absence of men. 


an Shri Sadhu Ram: The hon. Member should not refer to that matter 
as it is sub-judice. 


Mr. Speaker: I shall request the hon. Member to take no notice of 
interruptions. He should continue his speech. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: A large number of refugees are still without 
lands. Moreover, families have been scattered by alloting land to one 
brother at cne place and to the other at avery distant place, Then, Sir, 
landless tenants and Harijans who settled on Bet lands are now being 
ousted from them. 


Besides this, the location of headquerters of the Rehabiliation Depart- 
ment at Simla is causing great inconvenience to the public. As the dis- 
placed persons are scattered in the plains of the State, there is no sense in 

- having these. offices at Simla. For these reasons, I oppose the motion of 
thanks under discussion. 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh (Nawanshahar) (Punjabi): Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support the motion of thanks. It goes without saying that the 
smooth and orderly manner in which the recent elections were conducted 

a entitle the Governor and other government officers to our thanks. There 
is no doubt that at certain places some persons did improper things but that 
is due to human weakness. The acts of some people during the last elections 
were not liked by others but on the whole these were conducted ina very 
peaceful and orderly manner. For this creditable work, the Governor and 
his offcers deserve our thanks and congratulations, Some of my hon. Friends 
over there ccmplained that the elections had not been free and fair and that 
the Government interfered in their concuct, but I nay tell them that if the 
Goverr.ment had acted in that manner, they would not have been occupying 

those benclLes. The mere fact that thay were elected proves that the 
Government did rot in any way interfere with the conduct of free 
: elections. If seme persons could be got elected by unfair means, could not 
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some other persons be returned from the constituencies from which my 
friends’ who conplained today were elected? Their real grouse should be 
against the public who did not return them in large numbers. I, therefore, 
congratulate His Excellency the Governor on the free and peaceful conduct 
of elections. 


Then, Sir, I wish to draw the attention of the Government to the question 
of rehabilitation of displaced persons. There is no doubt that a great deal 
has been done in that direction, but the displa ed persons have not received 
all the help and encouragement which they deserved. We should tell the 
Government of India that the evacuee lands in the Punjab alone should 
not be regarded sufficient for the resettlement of displaced landowners. 
The shortage of lands here has resulted in the imposition of a cut in the 
allotment of lands. My submission is that when the lands of local residents 
have not been touched, why should a cut be imposed in the case of those 
who have come from West Punjab? If a certain policy has to be 
adopted, it should be uniformly applied. Why shoulda cut not be applied 
to the holdings. of those big land-owners in East Punjab, who had to 
undergo no sufferings for the attainment of independence? I am of the 
view that the losses suffered by displaced persons should be fully compensated 
for by imposing a cut on the lands of local Zaminders as well. 


The Government should follow such a policy as would put the burden of 
sacrifice equally on all the people. Undoubtedly, the Goveinment has 
allotted all the available land to the displaced persons, but here and there 
certain shortcomings have remained in the allotments that have been made. 
This was inevitable on account of the short period in which this allotment 


of land has been completed. On the whole, the Government deserves to be 


congratulated for what it has done inthis respect. But there is one thing 
to which I want to draw its attention, and that is that the allottees of lands 
have not been granted proprietary rights over them. At present, if a person 
wants to raise some money with a view to improving his land or to purchase 
some cattle by mortgaging or selling a part of the land allotted to him, he 
cannot do s®. He is not allowed to sell or mortgage his land. I, therefore, 
submit that these people should be given proprietary rights over the lands 
allotted to them as soon as possible, so that they may be able to meet their 
essential needs. Besides, quite a large number of people have not been 
allotted any land so far. And the pity of it is that they are not given any 
hope even of getting the samein the near future. The Government has not 
disclosed any scheme for providing land to such people. A few days ago, 
a statement by Mr. Deshmukh appeared in the press. He stated that in 
(ndia there were ten crore acres of cultivable land still lying waste. My 
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submission is that, if thisisa fact, it is but proper that our Government 
should get its share from that waste land and distribute the same among the 
displaced persons coming from the other side of the border. Those people 
have got the experience of colonization of such lands and I am sure their 
past experience can stand them in good stead if they are given waste lands 
for cultivation. The Government should take advantage of their rich 
experience in this matter. 


There is one more submission that I want to make. His Excellency 
stated in his Address at page 8 :— | 


Relief to displaced persons, as distinguished from their rehabilitation, is now nearing 
its end. The State Government are considering a scheme for the transfer of ownership 
of mud-hats to their occupants according to which only the cost of land will be recovered 

om the displaced persons on easy terms, o i 


I am surprised to read these lines. The Government is not prepared to 
to give even land for mud-huts to these people who have come here after 
leaving behind their houses, their property and everything. It is shocking 
that the Goverament should charge the price for the small piece of land on 
which small mud-huts are built, particularly when the land itself is evacuee 
property. It isa pity that the Government wants to profiteer even from the 
sale of evacuee land on which are built mud huts for our displaced brethren. 
Instead of giving some help to those people, the Government is going to 
charge from them the price of the land whicb is not theirs and to earn a 
profit in this way. I think if it charges the price of that land from those 
people, it will be doing a grave injustice to them. I wanted to put many 
more things before the House, but on account of the imposition of the time 

limit, Sir, I cannot do so just now. I will mention them at some other time. 


Shri Gajraj Singh (Gurgaon) (Hindi): Sir, while congratulating the 
Governor for the things mentioned in his Address, I want to draw the 
attention of the Government to certain important matters. Some reference 
has, no doubt, been made in the Address to these things but not in that detail 
which was necessary. For instance, there is the problem of backward areas, 
You, Sir, will be surprised to know that in my district there are about 4)0 
villages where drinking water is not available. The people of those villages 
drink water from the wells dug in dirty tanks where water is too bitter to 
be taken, These 400 villages are situated in Rewari and Nooh tehsils. 
According to the medical report, the water of the wells in those 
villages is unfit for human consumption. Again, Sir, this is perhaps 
the only district whose headquarters are without a girls school or 
an X-Ray plant in the hospital. I think the previous Governments had 
put on record that these districts should be kept backward so that they might 


continue to help the Government in the matter of recruitment to the army. 
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Due to these reasons, those Governments did not let these districts prosper, 
But the present Government should not be actuated by. such -considerations. 
It should try to create a welfare State instead of a police State. Then I fail 
to understand why the Union Government has decided that the Grow More 
2 Food Schemes should be implemented only in already developed areas and 
„not in the backwarl areas. This is a wrong policy. [f this money meant 
for Grow More Foo1 Scheme is spent in districts like Rohtak and Hissar, we 
can get rid of the recurring phenomenon of famines to a considerable extent. 
If the Government takes steps to develop backward areas, its burden can be + 
considerably lightened. Thare was an [Improvement Project meant for 
Gurgaon district. Fora long time, we kept hearing about it. But now, 
“God knows, why it has been put in the cold storage. Besides this, we were 
allotted another scheme of dams for the purpose of irrigation. We thought 
the Government would make good arrangements for this purpose. Now this 
work has been entrasted to the Errigation Department waich has started the 
‘digging of canals, But the difficulty is that whatever supply of water we 
used to get otherwise has now been stopped. Now thata Government of 
the people, by the people and for the people has been installed in our State, 
'I hope that it will work for the uplift of the rural areas and will abolish bad 
laws. 


Now Sir, I wish to draw the attention of the hon. Members of this House 
to the ilaqa where famine is raging. In most of the villages, the poor people 
are in a miserable plight. It is because this illaqa is being neglected by the 
Government. Then, Sir, we understand that Government is contemplating to 
vest wider powers in the Panchayats in our State. But I feel that this will 
not help to improve the prevailing scarcity conditisns and other problems 
of the people. If we look at the actual state of affairs, we find 
that the Panchayats have failed to administer even a handed 
justice to the poor and the weak. The panches only help those who 
offer them illegal gratification or houses for their residenc>. I think 
Government would be well-advised if it incorporated all the good provisions 
of the U.P. Gaon Punchayat Act in its own enactment. For 
instance, the judicial and administrative powers of the Panchayats may 
be separated. This will go a long way to improve the Panchayat Raj 'n 
our villages, With these words, I again thank the Governor for his Address. 


Sardar Iqbal Singh (Jagraon) (Hindi): Sir, I wish to make a few 
suggestions on the motion of thanks to the Governor for his Address. I 
submit that no mention has been made about the elections to the local ‘ 
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bodies. In my cpinion, these electicns sł} ould be held at an early date as 
they are long overdue. Besides this, it has not been stated as to when 
elections of Shromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and Local Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committees would take place. 


Another important matter which needs comment is the question of 
Nationalisation of Transport in the State, of which a mention has been made 
in the Address. So far as my experience of motor transport on the Amritsar 
route goes, I can definitely say that the efficiency has deteriorated. Buses 
which go out of order on the way remain lying on the roadside fora long 
time. Consequently, the passengers are put to a lot of inconvenience and 
unnecessary trouble. As compared with that, the privately-managed Transport 
Companies like the Ludhiana Transpoit Company, the Akal Transport 
Company andthe Nirbhai Transport Company are doing their job with 
commendable efficiency and the public have no complaints against them. I 
think that only those routes should be taken over for purposes of 
nationalisation where the management of the Bus transport companies is 
unsatisfactory or where the public make complaints and have geniune 
grievances against the service. 


Another matter which have been mentionedin the Address is the 
Nationalisation of [ext Books. I think I won’t be wrong if [ say that. the 
programme of Education as contemplated in this Address appears to me dry 
and soulless. Then, mention has also been made of the Primary Education 
and of the necessity of fresh legislation for speeding up the compulsory 
education. It has been stated that the Primary Education in the state ts 
governed by the Act of 1919 which has outlived its utility and that the Act 


' of 1940 has remained a dead letter. This matter is exercising the minds of 
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the hon, Ministers now. It is gratifying to note this but I am of the view that 
a definite date should be fixed by which legislation on the subject would be 
undertaken so that unnecessary delay may be avoided. As regards 
nationalization of text books, it is common knowledge that it is a matter of 
much utility. I would, therefore, impress upon the Government the 
desirability of making good and cheap books available to the poor students at 
an early date. It would be advisable if a time limit is fixed for the accomplish- 
ment of this task. In this connection, it would not be out of place to 
remember the remarks the hon. Minister for Education is reported to have 
made ata press couference which he held on the sixth instant. He announced 
there that nationalisation of text books would be undertaken gradually, I 
fail to understand the policy of the Government in this matter. While on 
the one hand we are told that the intention of the Government is to speed up 
nationalization of text books within the shortest possible time, on the other 
our hon. Minister’ for Education tones. down the policy of the Government 
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by using the word ‘gradually’. I think it would be in the fitness of things 
to be precise and define the words ‘shortest period of time’ so that the public 
may know where they stand in the matter of nationalisation of text 
books. Another thing is that the Address suggests no ways and 
means by which illiteracy can be remove}. If we look around, we 
find ‘that about ninety percent of our people are illiterate. Mere enforce- 
ment “of compulsory primary education is not going to help remove this 
illiteracy. I am of the opinion that some scheme of Adult Education should 
be prepared and put into opertion at once. This is most important if 
illiteracy i is to be removed from among the masses. 


The last point to which I would like to draw the attention of the hon. 
Members is that of the posting of punitive police at certain places. I had 
an occasion of seeing a village where such punitive police was posted. The 
residents of that village had assured the Government of their full co-operat- 
ion in the matter of maintaining law and order, and yet the punitive police 

was kept there. The residents were prepared to help the Government in 

getting the unruly elements brought to book. but notwithstanding such 
assurances the authorities did not agree to withdraw the police post from 
that village and lighten the burden on the poor villagers. [ cannot help 
saving that this state of affairs i is really depressing. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi (Rohtak City) (Hindi): Sir, I wish to say one or 
two things on the motion of thanks to the Governor for his Address. In 
the first place I would like to draw the attention of the Government towards 
urban refugees whose condition is going from bad to worse. In this 
connection, it may be stated that Government has done well in postponing the 
recovery of small loans advanced to them till the final settlement of their 
claims. But, it isa pity that this principle has not been applied to those 

“urban refugees who got loans from the Finance Rehabilitation Corporation. 
-I see no reason why those persons wh se loans exceed rupees fifty thousand 
should be deprived of this advantage. Theclaims of such persons run into 
lakhs of rupees (and it is but meet and proper that in their case also the 
recovery of such lans) should b2 postponed till the settlement of claims, I od 
hope by doing so the Government would be giving relief to a class of 
displaced persons that has suffered enormous losses as a result of partition 

of the country. 


Sir, I may point out at the very outset that the claims of urban 
refugees regarding their immovable properties left in Pakistan could not be . 4 
verified at once. This work had to take time and the latest information on 
aa s1ıbject indicates that the Claims O.ficers have verified two-third of their 
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claims. But when the time for the payment of these claims comes it will be 
Seen what percentage of their claims they get. For the present, I feel, that 

a the claims of all the urban refugees should be verified so that they may 
have a title to the payment in lieu of their property. 


Then, Sir, I concede that according to the Government notification, the 
taccavi loans advanced to the Zamindars in rural areas are to be recovered 
by a scheduled time. But I submit that these loanees should also be given 
the same concession in the matter of postponement of the recoveries of their 
loans as has been given to the urban refugees. I think it is most unfair not 
to allow the rural loanees to derive full benefit from the concession given to 

= the Urban refugees. Sir, through you, I would request the Government to 
remove this invidious distinction which is being made among the rural and 
urban loanees. It is immaterial whether some have taken loans amounting to 
Rs. 2000/- and others have taken less but they should all be treated on equal 
footing in the matter of recoveries. 


As regards Hissar, it is stated that famine conditions are no longer pre- 
vailing there. May I ask those gentlemen who visited that district recently, 
whether they came across any dead bodies of human beings as wellas of 
cattle or not ? To-day, the famine conditions in Hissar and the neighbouring 
places of Rohtak District, specially in Jhajjar, have become grave. Those 
people who have seen things ın these places with their own eyes are of the 
opinion that the conditions obtaining there are very distressing. The tehsils of 
Bhiwani and Loharoo have been suffering from drought for the last one year 
and a half. The pity of it is that water for drinking purposes is not avail- 
able there, So far the people have exhibited great patience. But condition 
of cattle has deteriorated to such an extent that bulis of the value 
of Rs. 1000/- each have been sold for Rs. 70/- or Rs. 90/-. 
The mitter does not stop here. The people have sold all their 
valuables and also their agricultural implements so that they could keep 
their body and soul together. But Iam afraid that in the near future the 
conditions are likely to become still more grave. The Government have done 
%. well in opening labour camps. But people have to begin their work early in 
the morning from 3 A.M. or 4 A.M. and they are p aid only a paltry sum of 
annas three or four a day. In other words, a family of five members is hard- 
ly able to earn fourteen annas a day. Simila rly, the condition in the Spinn- 
irig Centres opened by the Government is still worse. A lady working there 
for eight hours at a stretch can hardly earn eight or nine picea day, 
because they are paid at the rate of one pice per hour. Two ladies of a family 
are thus able to earn four to five annas a day. Obviously, their wages are 
not commensurate with the rate of wages prevailing in the market. I would 
° request the Government o see that their wages are immediately raised. 

Besides, I would like it to devote attention to this ma tter more than what it 
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has already been doing since time at my disposal is very short. I cannot do 
full justice to the subject under discussion, However, it is my fervent desire 
that this famine may prove to be the last in the district of Hissar, although 
the conditions obtaining there at present do not appear to be favourable. 


Shri Rala Ram (Mukerian) (Hindi): His Excellency the Governor can 
safely be congratulated on his Address, in the very beginning of which a brief 
account of the General Elections is given. Some of my hon. friends have 
alleged that certain irregularities were committed drring these elections. But 
I. may tell them that neutral people like the American and the British 
observers have expressed their appreciation of the fairness and impartiality 
with which these elections have been conducted. Even the Manchester 
Guardian has expressed a similar opinion about them. This is such an event 
as will cause all the hon. members to thank His Excellency the Governor. 
Then, Sir, we find that while the rate of wheat has been raised in the rationed 
areas of other States, we are getting it at the old rate. I think this is a matter 
for which we should feel gratelul to the Governor. 


Besides this, I may point out that Government has done a lot for the 
betterment of the tenants. Indeed it has been fairly successfully dealing with 
their problem. I am sure that Government will continue to solve their 
difficulties in future sympathetically. Now I have to make a mention of such 
important matter relating to the general development of the State as have not 
yet received proper attention in the Address. I think that the amounts of 
two crores of rupees earmarked by the Government for education and three 
crores for all other beneficent departments, like Industries, Public Health and 
Medical are not sufficient. In fact more money should have been allocated 
to these departments, 


The fact that there. is unemployment in the masses cannot be denied. 
The world renowned philosopher Mr. Bertrand Russal has said, in his book, 
entitled “Atom Bomb” that it is not the atom bomb that is dangerous. It is 
only the unemployed man power that is dangerous. 


Obviously the problem of unemployment is such that it can prove to be 
very dangerous at any moment and it should be handled tactfully by the 
Government at the earliest. I am constrained to remark that so far, our 
Government has not devised any scheme to remove unemployment from 
amongst the educated people of our country. The unemployment is increas- 
ing every day and it is a very dangerous thing. I would like to make a few 
suggestions for combating this evil. The first suggestion is that Government 
should bring about a radical change in the method and system of education 
in the State. Such education should be imparted to the young folk as may 
prove to be of some utility to them in their later life. 
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Then the Government should pay undivided attention to the introduc- 
tion of basic education in the State and no time should be lost to popularize 
it among the masses. In this connection, I would earnestly request the 
Government to allocate more money for this purpose. We have to revolu- 

- tion'se the whole system of education and therefore with the paltry sum 

7 which the Government usuilly earmarks for this great task, we cannot, to 
any appreciable extent, bring about literacy in the country. This isa great 

task and it is going to playa vital role in the building of our na'ion. I would, 
therefore, urge upon the Governnent to mak: a liberal provision for this 

Purpose. Some people might not feel the importance of.this matter but I 

am clear in my mind and I haven» hesitation in saying thit a country like 

India can ill-afford to ‘ignore the importance of Education, So I sound a 

: note of warning to the Government that if it fails to bring about any tangible 
change in its Education policy, the problem of liquidatjon of illiteracy will 

remain unsolved. | 


Then, Sir, I want tosay something about the difficulties experienced by 
the people of Hoshiarpur District regarding availability of potable water. 
My hon. friend, preceding me, aiso stated during the course of his speech 
that at some places drinking water, a bare necessity of life was not available. 
In thana Hajipura, District Hoshiarpur, there is a great scarcity of drink- 
ing water and people of that area have to store rain water in the pools. As 
a matter of fact drinking water is available at a distance of five or six miles 
from that village and it can be better imagined than described how much 
trouble those people have to undergo on account of lack of drinking water. 
If I remember aright, sometime back the Government had, under considera- 
tion, a Beit Water Supply Scheme, but nothing is known as to what has 
happened to it. It is not clear whether it has been dropped or whether it 
has any chance of being translated into action. 


In the end, I would again urge upon the Government that if we are really 
. serious in grappling with the problem of unemployment, so widely prevalent 
amongst the literate people of our country, a radical change should be 
brought about in our educational policy and that adequate provision should 
be made for giving this suggestion a practical shape. 


®. Mr. Speaker: I want to draw the attention of the House to the Pro- 


ceedings of the Presiding Officers Conference held in August, 1950. It lays 
down :— 


“ The essential nature of this initial debate at the beginning of the session is to 
give an opportunity to the Opposition in the House to raise major questions 
of policy. A new House meeting together, a new Government or the old 
Government carrying on a new Session, wants to give this opportunity to 

a the House to decide then and there whether they approve of the Government 
= and their major policy or not. If instead of that, the debate ranges over 
a large number of minor issues on the lines of the pormal budget discussion, 


the major issues are rather clouded and obscured and therefore the principal 
object of such a debate is not served. 
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Now in the light of the extract, read out by me I would say that the 
hon. Members, while discussing the motion under consideration, have gone 
off the rails and the real subject and consequently the object of the debate 
is being defeated. I find that some of the members discussed irrelevent 
matters and did not confine themselves to the matters relating to the major 
policies mentioned in the Address. I think if they had made any construc- 
tive suggestions, they would have added to the usefulness of the debate. 


_ I may tell the House that according to past practice the hon. Members 
, occupying the opposition benches severely criticise Government policy, 
awhile the hon. Members occupying the Treasury Benches defend it. I 


„would, therefore, . „ask, the hon. Members of the House to discuss general 


matters during the ensuing Budget Session when they would get ample 
opportunities to do so. Now they should restrict their views to the 
raising of major questions of policy: I hope the hon. Members now making 
speeches will keep this point in view. | 


Sardar Sarup Singh (Amritsar City East): Mr. Speaker, it was rather 
very painful for me to find Mr, Prabodh Chandra making certain remarks 
which a...se.. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order, Sir. Can an hon. 
Member name another hon. Member ? : 


Mr. Speaker: Please do not refer to him by name. You can say the 
hon. Member from Gurdaspur. 


Sardar Sarup Singh: Well, Sir, my hon. Friend from Gurdaspur 


after a long spell of frustration said certain things which he should not 
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have uttered on the floor of this House. He cast aspersions not only on the 
Members of the Opposition tut also on the great Leader Master Tara Singh. 


Mr. Speaker : I did not hear any attack on Master Tara Singh. 


Sardar Sarup Singh; Well, Sir, hedid say some very unhappy words 
about him. I would ask him to deny. If he does not do so, he would be 
doing so at his own risk, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: I did not make a mention of him in a dis- 
respectful language. I referred to him as Shriman Master Tara Singh. 


Sardar Sarup Singh: The hon. Member started like this and then 
abused him. 


Mr. Speaker: But I did not catch any aspersions on Master Tara 
Singh. 
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Sardar Sarup Singh: I will presently show what he said about him, 
While referring to the elections and views of Master Tara Singh about them, 
he said that Master Tara Singh was such an idiot ..... see 


Mr, Speaker: Is the hon. Member indulging in wishful thinking or 
did he hear such remarks ? 


Minister for Revenue and Development: Let us see the report. 


Mr. Speaker: There is no need of it, when I say that I did rot catch 
any such thing uttered by the hon. Member on this side of the House. 


: Sardar Sarup Singh: My hon. Friend did use such an unhappy 
‘language. T will just show, if you permit me to amplify my point. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should refer to his amendment and 
leave this matter: 


has 


Chief Minister: Sir, I would respectfully suggest that since the 
remarks made by the hon. Member are likely to create misunderstanding 
. in the mind of the public, that part of Shri Prabodh Chandra’s speech, 
where reference to Master Tara Singh was made, be sent for. After you 
have seen that, you mv allow the hon. Member to proceed with his speech. 


Mr. Speaker: I accept the suggestion made by the hon. Chief 
Minister. I would, therefore, ask the hon. Member to stop making speech 
now and he will be given another opportunity in due course of time. 


_ Sardar Ajmer Singh (Samrala) (Punjabi) : ‘Mr. Speaker, after persuing 
the Address of His Excellency the Governor, I have come to the conclusion 
that it is just a compilation of pious wishes. The things, which enable the 
man in the street to feel the glow of freedom are conspicuous by theit 
absence from the Address. Sir, with your permission I want to read out 
the following few lines from the Address “ My hon. Ministers are anxious 
to do all that they can to better the lot of the common man in towns and 
villages of the State.”’ | 


But before commenting on this, I would like to submit that 
no member of any party including the Congress Party, excepting Sardar 
Gurbachan Singh has so far thanked His Excellency the Governor for his 
Address that he delivered before the House. He, too, perhaps was prompted 
by a selfish motive of having won the elections. 


Mr. Speaker: I would ask the Hon, Member to withdraw these remarki 
as he cannot impute motives to any hon, Member 
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Sardar Ajmer Singh : Sir, I withdraw the remarks. I would say that to 
me nothing appears to, be of any outstanding importance in the Address for 
which we may thank His Excellency the Governor though some of the hon. 
Members have remarked that the elections in the State were free and fair. 
I may draw the attention of the Hon. Ministers to the policy and 
programme of the Government as outlined in the Governor’s address. In this 
connection I may submit that Gandhiji once said “India lives in her villages 
and not in cities. If the villages perish India perishes, too”. In fact, the 
independence that we have achieved after a hard struggle is of no significance 
if the Government do not raise the status and standard of living of the 
common man. Nobody can deny that the people in villages are considerably 
neglected. May I ask the Government what amount of land revenue 
realised from the villagers is spent for their welfare and advancement as 
compared with the people living in the cities? The Government may on 
the other hand take some credit for improving the conditions in cities and 
constructing some good roads there. It mi ght also say that it had provided 
all comforts and luxuries of life in the cities. But there is no denying 
the fact that the sanitary conditions in the villages are hopelessly bad. The 
streets aré all found to be dirty and full of filth. There are ponds here and 
there in villages giving outa foul smell and scattering germs of diseases. 
In many villages there are no schools at all making it very difficult for the 
people: there to get education. Sir, any talk of improvement would be 
futile unless villagers are given some education. But Iam sorry to say 
that the Government has not taken any adequate stepsto disseminate 
education in the villages. I would, therefore, urge upon the newly-formed 
Government in which there are representatives of therural people, as well 
to take effective steps to ameliorate the conditions of the people in the 
rural areas and address itself seriously to the task of providing all amenities 
in villages. The Government should, for instance, set apart a portion of its 
revenue for broadening and levelling the paths connecting different villages. 
Our experience during the elections has shown that it is very difficult to go 
from one village to other in the absence of good roads Then, Sir, I would 
submit that in villages most of the houses are either in ruins or in a wretched 
condition. It is, therefore, necessary to make them habitable. Besides 
that, provisicn should be made for proper medical aid. Dispensaries should be 
opened where the villagers may be able to get medical aid free or the doctors 
should visit the villages after short intervals and give medical aid to the 
people on the spot. The Government should make all possible efforts to provide 
them with food, shelter clothing and also the necessary facilities for 
education, 


The next thing on which I would like to focus the attention of the hon. 
Members is the Grow-More-Food campaign. [n this connection, I would 
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say that large sums of money that are spent every year do not produce 
good results. The officers of this Department go on tours in villages in 
their cars and come back to their head-quarters without doing any useful 
work. The main purpose of officer visiting the villages is to charge 
travelling allowance from the Government. In this way no substantial 
benefit accrues to Zamindars nor do the Government stand to gain anything. 
I can say from my personal experience that the families of the officers of 
this department only enjov rides in the cars at the Government expense, The 
real purpose for which cars have been placed at their disposal is not at all 
served. The enormous amount which is spent annually on this scheme is 
thus almost wasted. Under these circumstances. what is needed is that the 
zamindars should be given all necessary facilities, for example, of irrigation 
manures and tractors, etc., which may act as an incentive to the cultivator to 
increase his food produce. No appreciable progress is likely to be achieved 
merely by making propaganda or by affixing big posters in villages. If the 
Government really wants to make the Grow-More-Food Scheme a success, it 
should give proper incentive to the zamindars for increased food production, 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpur’ (Adampur) (Punjabi) : Sir, much has 
been said today on His Excellency the Governor’s Address, and I would also 
like to say something about it. I Aad that mention has been made specially 
of four Rural Community Projects which have been allotted to this State. I 
can say that the Address of His Excellency the Governor this time is 
comparatively better than his previous Addresses. There are, however, 
certain lacunae here and there to which I would draw the attention of the 
House. Our Prime Minister of India-Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru-sometime back 
laid great stress on the fact that there was great need for raising the 
standard of living of the people in this country. There is no denying the 
fact that the standard of living of the people in our country, especially in the 
Punjab, is notoriously low. I would say that the condition of animals in 
the advanced countries is much better than that of the people living in our 
country. Ourdrassis very shabby, our diet is very poor ascompared with 
the people living in other countries, 


Mr. Speaker: Imay inform the hon. Member that it is not a public 
meeting. He is addressing the House as ifit is a public meeting outside 
Lohari or Shahalmi Gate. (Voices: Go to your seat}. I have no other 
alternative but to request the hon Member to go to his seat and then 
resume his speech. \ 


Professor Mota Singh; Sir, I had taken your permission the other day 
to occupy this seat and brought this fact to the notice of the Leader of the 
House as well through the Secretary. 
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„| Well Sir, my submission is that we have to raise the standard of living 
of our people. We cannot realize this object unless and until we harness all 
the natural resources available in our State. This has not been done so far. 
Little has been said about schemes of industrialization in the Address, 
No early hope of removal of poverty or illiteracy has been held out. 
These lacunae I have particularly noted in His Excellency’s Address. 
How do the Government propose to remove these two evils-poverty and 


CNAS 


illiteracy ? f 

To remove poverty and unemployment from the country, besides 
speeding up schemes of industrialization, we have to give the greatest 
attention towards r-clamation of waste land. Land is our primary source 
of livelihood and we can’t afford to neglect it. I have to say with regret that 
though much has been said both through the Press as well as from the plat- 
form about the liquida:ion of poverty, no practical steps have been taken to 
banish it. (cheers). Much of the land in our State has been spoilt and 
rendered unfit for cultivation due to soil erosion and floods. The vehement 
demand of the people for embankments and other flood control measures has 
in the past met with no response. Mere pious wishes in which this Address 
abounds cannot bring about the salvation of our people. (cheers). Practical 
measures to ameliorate the conditition of land and the tillers are the crying 
need of the hour. 


These people are so much poverty-stricken that they cannot make them 
selves heard anywhere nor can they afford to engage lawyers to represent 
their view-point. For every little thing they have to grease the palms of 
subordinate officials whom also poverty compels to resort to corrupt 
practices. In the present structure of society, you cannot improve the lot of 
the people by halting and half measures. A complete reorganization and 
reorientation is needed to bring the glow of freedom to the man in the street. 
Our hop:s are pinned to the Nangal an i Bhakra Projects. We have heard 
about them quite alot and since very long. We have now been told that 
Bhakra Project will be completed by 1957 and that assurance is also circum- 
scribed by ‘if’s’ and ‘but’s’ provided the necessary material, the experts and 
the requisite machinery are available. Our State is already ina state of 
desolation but these conditions are still being repeated. I would urge upon 
the Government the necessity of expediting work on these projects for on 
them depends the future prosperity—nay the very life of this State.. 


Minister for Local Self-Government: Sir, under Rule 77 no member 
can speak except from his own seat. | 
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member had represented to me that as he was 
hard of hearing he might be allowed to occupy a seat nearer to the throne. 


Minister for Local Self-Government: But if you have been pleased to 
allot him this seat, well and good otherwise it is irregular to speak from a seat 
other than the allotted one. : 


Mr. Speaker: I have now allotted him this seat. 


Professor Mota Singh: I can speak from there, if this be your heart’s 
desire. | 


Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member should address the Chair. 


Professor Mota Singh: There are two more inportant problems t 
which I want to refer. One is the rehabilitation of refugees and the allied 
problem of consolidation of agricultural holdings and the other is unemploy- 
ment. The Rehabilitation Departmznt has been honeycombed with corrup- 
tion, I have spent quite a number of years in getting the corrupt officials of 
this department apprehended, but corruption is far from being eradicated. I 
urge the appointment of acommittee as early as possible to reform this 
depart ment. 


Then practically nothing has been done to remove unemployment” i 
‘Employment Exchanges ’ have been opened but their working is extremely 
faulty. 


Mr: Speaker: This pertains to a department which is under the Central 
Government whose policy cannot’ be discussed here. 


Professor Mota Singh: Sir, I was’ under the impression that these 
exchanges really do some useful work but I find that they ‘exist in name only. 


Mr, Speaker: I think the hon. Members have not paid any heed to my 
words that this discussion in not a general discussion on the Budget and that 
it should be confined to matters of major policy because only then it would 
serve its real purpose. 


Mr. Speaker: Now I call upon Master-Nand Lal to speak. 


Shri Ranjit Singh : On a point of ‘information. Sir, Is‘there’ some list 
according to which a certain member is called upon to speak’? 
Mr. Speaker: No such List has been prepared. But Prof. Mota Singh 


sent me chit stating that it was becoming impossible for him to exercise 
restraint upon his utgé to speak. 


Mr. Speaker: Since Master Nand Lal is not in his seat I call upon 


Shri Bhagat Ram to make his speech, 
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Shri Bhagat Ram (Haripur) (Hindi) : Sir, I rise to support the motion 
of thanks put forward by my hon. Friend Shri Sher Singh. 


One thing which stands out prominently in the Governor’s address and 
that is in a way very important from my point of view. {t is stated on page 
12 of the Address that 


‘It is the policy of my Government to do all they can to extend relief to potitical 
sufferers who made great sacrifices in the struggle for Independence ’. 


[n pursuance of this policy the State Government has refunded fines to th» 
tune of Rs. 34000/- to 151 political sufferers and has restored their confiscated 
properties to them. : 


The political sufferers relief fund was started by the Government some 
time ago with a contribution of Rs. 33000, but last week the Government 
decided to increase the fund by a further sum of Rs. 50,000 with a view to 
extend the scope of its benefits.” l | 


Shri Sri Chand: Does a political sufferer include an INA ? 
Minister for Local self Government: Is it a point of order ? 


Shri Bhagat Ram: you will kindly note the time which is wasted in this 
way. Well, Sir, I was going to submit that the patriots who fought in the 
struggle for freedom and sacrificed their all to achieve this object, have been 
and still are in a miserable condition. It was most essential that immediately 
after the attainment of independence some measures, designed to ameliorate 
their lot, should have been adopted. But it is rather amazing that such 
persons should pass their days in penury. However, it is a matter of gratifica- 
tion that Government have taken up this matter in hand and the policy 
framed by it in regard to this matter gives encouragement to the people at 
large that after all the patriots living in destitution are not being ignored by 
the Government. 


I then congratulate the Governor and the Government for having 
formulated a comorehensivs plan forthe general betterment of the State 
which I am sure, will sson be given a-practical shape. I would, however, ž 
like to draw the attention of tha Governnant to the fact that the amount 
earmirkad for the development programme is too meagre. I, therefore, 
raquest that maxinum possible funds should be made available in order to 
make this programme a success. | 


Besides this, Bhakra and Nangal Projects find a prominent mention in 
the Address. In this connection, I would suggest to Government to extend 
the scope of the Scheme in such a way as to make electricty available for tube 
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wells, and small scale industries and looms in the backward rural areas of the 
Kangra District. I hope that while devising such a Scheme, the areas of 
Lahau] and Spiti will not be lost sight of by the Government. I also hope 
that similar facilities would be extended to the backward area of Gurdaspur 
and Hoshiarpur districts. These areas are not only economically backward 
but educationally too. They lay behind. Ithink that measures calculated 
to the spread of education will be a step in the right direction. 


Shri Ranjit Singh (Hissar Sadar) (Hindi) : 

Sir, the perusal of Governor's address, creates a feeling in ones mind that 
it contains nothing new and that it has been prepared on old stereotyped 
lines. Ordiuarily an Address by the Governor indicates the policy of the 
Government but I am constrained to remark that it is bereft of that policy. 
If I may be permitted to say so, the Governor has been running the admi- 
nistration of the tate as agent of the President Indian Republic. Naturally 
this address contains the policies framed by the Central Government. But 
at the same time it is heartening to note that our newly-formed Government 
has endorsed to put life in this stereotyped Address-by extending relief to 
the political suffers and tenants for improving their hard lot. Since it assumed 
office only very recently, it had very little time to devote its attention to 
other important matters. I, however, congratulate the Governor for the 
magnificent work he has done for the people of the State. 


EE EA 
E E 


He deserves our thanks for the fact tbat the elections passed off peace- 
fully and that hardly any disorder or breach of peace occurred in the State at 
that time. Iam ofthe opinion that the smoothness, efficiency and impar- 
tiality with which the elections were conducted, are a tribute not only to the 
Governor, but also, to the large number of officers who were engaged on this 
huge task. As regards the allegations made by the hon. Member opposite 
that the elections were not conducted with fairness, I feel they have only dis- 
plaved their narrow mindedness by discuss'ng the motion under discussion. 
I may point out and it goes to the credit of the Government that the people 
in the Western Countries have commended the spirit and the fairness with 
which the first general eiection of [ndia were conducted. Not only that, an 
hon. Mernber occupying one of the opposite benches was heard, to say that 
he was quite satisfied with the fairness of the elections, He went still further 
and remarked that whereas certain Presiding Officers incharge of the elections 
did not allow the Congress Party to bring the motor vehicles carrying its 
voters within the precincts of the Polling Booths, they permitted his party 
to do so. 


An hon. Member: Will the non. Me:nber let this House know the name 
of that member ? 
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Shri Ranjit Singh: I have no mind to disclose the name of that hon. 
Member as it would be unfair to him if I did that. Now I wish to make a 
few suggestions to the Government, which assumed office only very recently. 


First of all I would like to discuss the condition of draught prevailing in 
the district of Hissar and, through you, Sir, invite the attention of 
the Government to the gravity of this problem. It goes without saving that 
the people of this famine stricken area warned the Government of the impend- 
ing calamity, the mo’rent, the scarcity conditions began to appear. But, I 
regret to say that the Government of the day did not pay proper attention, to 
this matter. Probably Government was busy in making preparations for the 
elections of free India—a goal for the attainment of which, many le ders of 
the land fought and sacrificed their all. But I think, since I.C.S. officers 
were incharge of the administration, they dealt with this problem on the 
lines of the British regime and perhaps that is why the things took a turn 
for the worse. Still it is my feeling that ifthe construction of Bhakra canals 
in Hissar had not been started with a view to provide some means of tiveli- 
hood to the people of the area Starvation would have been widespread and it 
would have taken heavy toll of lives. I fully realise that the new popular 
Government is very anxious to take every possible step to eliminate any 
chances of starvation and further scarcity and for this purpose whirlwind 
tours undertaken by the hon, Minister for Development and the hon. Minister 
for Public Works are really commendable. They have seen things and studied 
the situation in its perspective at the spot. But, I think that mere declara- 
tion of such areas as famine areas would not suffice. unless some effective 
steps are taken to improve matters. In this connection, I suggest that it 
would be advisable if the work of digging wells and ponds etc. is completed 
by the end of May, 1952, so that the labour thus employed may be utilized 
in the raising of the next crop. (interruption). I request the Chair that in 
view of the gravity of the problem that I am discussing, I may be allowed a 
little more time. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is permitted to speak for two minutes 


more. 
P 


Shri Ranjit Singh: Well, Sir, both the hon. Ministers for Development 
and the hon. Minister for Public Works are now in full possession of the fact 
regarding the horrible plight of the area. Not going very far, I would make 
a mention of my own village where a canal also runs by. But I know the 
difficulties experienced by the people, despite the fact that they enjoy certain 
amounts. But I wonder, what would be the condition of the people to 
whom the canal water is not made available ? I would, therefore, suggest to 
Government to set aside as much money as possible for helping the people : 
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of such areas where no relief measures have so far, been taken. Not only 
this the sources of canal divisions shoul also be pooled to expedite the relief 
to the famine-stricken areas. Since the ilaqa of Loharu is still far away from 
the reach of the canals, I further suggest that, the inhabitants of this area 
be given sufficient financial aid with which they may be able to pull through 
during these hard times. I would urge upon the Government that under the 
existing circumstances, it should not put forth the plea of financial stringency 
but spend money liberally on the construction of roads, canals, wells and 
ponds etc. in the famine-stricken areas with a view of alleviate the distress of 
the people. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram (Fazilka) (Punjabi): Sir I wish to make a few 
observations with regards to the recent General Elections. It has been 
claimed in the Address that the elections were conducted in an atmosphere 
of impartiality and that the electorate were generally able to exercise the 
right of vote without let or hindrance. Then the Congress party feels 
elated over the remarks of some leading men of the West commending the 
spirit in which India’s first general elections were held. But I am of the 
opinion that mere laudatory expressions of the Foreigners cannot conceal 
the true facts about these elections 


When Mr. Dodd, Director General of the F. A. O. previously came to 
India he remarked that the plight of peasants and the common man could 
never improve unless India achieved a fair measure of food stability. It 
was after his visit to this sub-continent that we faced acute food shortages ~- 
twenty lakh tons in the first year, fifty lakhs in the second and finally we 
were short of seventy lakh tons of foodgrains, and again, when he visited 
India during the months of January and February last he remarked that 
there was improvement in the food-situation of India. Is this praise not 
territorlizing when actually our food conditions are not bright and are 
rather, going from bad to worse? Similarly if he says that elections in 
India were smooth and fair ; it is very hard for us to believe the statement. 
At several places, a good many irregularities were committed. I can quote 
instances where the tenants are stili being harassed by landlords because 
these poor and down-trodden people did not cast their votes in accordance 
with their behests. Asa result of this the tenants are now being ejected in 
large numbers. This treatment is being meted out not only to the Com- 
munist or Lal Communist Party but also to the electorates in the consti- 
tuency of my hon. Friend Shri Teg Ram. These are hard facts which can 
not be overlooked I wonder how under tbe present circumstances a 
Government can claim that the elections passed off peacefully and withcut 
any disoider having taken place ? 
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[Shri Wadhawa Ram] 


Tien, sir, much has been said inthe Address regarding the steps taken 
| to better the hard lot of the tenants, but I think this disease, instead of be- 
| ing healed is increasing in severity and the couplet— 


HS IZA TAT ey’ Sy TIT | 


aptly applies to the situation. [ feel that Government nearly indulges in 
: tall talk when it makes public announcements regarding the provision of 
i certain facilities to the tenants. May I tell the House as to what is the feel- 


ing of these people ? 


They curse themselves and say, ‘‘We are unlucky fellows. Since eject- 
ments of our brother tenants have been made in a large number of villages, 
any tine we may also meet the same fate, or else. We may also be called 
upon to share crops on Batai basis’. Asa matter of fact landlords do what- 
ever they like but it isa pity that tenants rehabilitated to-day have again 
; been placed at their mercy. Tehsil Fazilka is the best index of this position, 


7 Besides this the tractors provided by the Government on taKkavi basis 

to the landlords are not being properly utilized for increasing in the produc- 

S tion of foodgrains. I think they are meant to help them in stren:thening 
| their hold on the land. In other words these tractors are being used not to 
increase the productivity of land but to mar the future career of, children of 

the tenants of to-day. In this connection I have got with me facts and figures 
showing the real state of affairs but due to paucity of time it is not possible 

for me to read out the same in the House. I am of the view that even at 

present our country isin the clutches of either the landlords or the- traitors of 
. 1857. In fact the villages are being ruined. Whereas the _ villagers 
. fervently desire to work on the land, the sword of Demoles. in the form of 
-ejectment is hanging over their heads. They are afraid lest they should 


aga'n be put in an awkward position of earning their levelihood by flattering 
‘these landlords, Under the circumstances with these fears they can never 
dream of ever securing freedom from the landlords. I think if the Govern- 
, ment is sincere in its desire to improve the lot of the tenants it should, in the 
i first instance, hold out an assurance to the tenants that cjectments will be a 
„stopped not only fora period of four or five years but also for all times to 
come. This will offer them relief and an impetus to put in hard work for 
.the productivity of land. Again, if our goal is to make Punjab prosperous, 
let the tenants shed their fears of ejectment. No one knows how long land- 
_lordism in this state is going to stay but I suggest by the time it is brought 
-toanend one thing must be done and that is this the landlords owning 50 4 
acres Should give one third share of land to the tenants and those owning 
100 and 150 acres should respectively give to them one fourth and one fifth 
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of their lands. Thus every additional quota of 50 acres of land will bring 
down the share of the Jandlord by one unit. This scheme will first hit those 
landlords who are residing in bungalows at Dehra Dun, Simla, Kalka and 
Kasauli. I am of the opinion that until thisisdone, the tiller of the soil 
stands no chance of benefitting from any improvement he might make in his 
economic condition and unless he makes some progress, an emergence of New 
Punjab is not possible. Many of my hon. friends have congratulated the 
Governor only as a matter of formality, otherwise the points which I have 
raised do not find any place in the Address. Had there been any 
mention of such things we too would have been in the forefront to offer 
our thanks. 


Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, Sardar Sarup Singh had, during 
the course of his speech, made certain allegations against the hon. Member 
Shri Prabodh Chandra, saying that the latter had cast aspersions on Shriman 
Master [ara Singh. The hon. Chief Minister suggested that the portion of 
the speech of Shri Prabodh Chandra, in which any reference to that great 
Leader was made, should be placed before the House so that hon. Members 
may come to know what Shri Prabodh Chandra had said exactly on the 
subject. So here is a transcription of that portion of the speech which the | 
official reporter took down in shorthand. It runs thus: 


“ It appears from the speeches made by the hon. Members opposite 
that they have not learnt any lesson which the results of 
General Election indicated. Even Shri Master Tara Singh had 
stated many atime in his speeches that gone were those times 
when any political party could survive on the basis of 
communalism,”’ 


Now this statement may be correct or otherwise, but one thing is patent. 
It contains no aspersion or any kind of reflection on Shri Master Tara Singh. 
I would, therefore, call upon Sardar Sarup Singh to withdraw all those 
remarks which he made against Shri Prabodh Chandra, saying that the latter 
ran the risk if he did not controvert them. 


Minister for Revenue and Development: Ona point of order, Sir. 
I particularly draw your attention to the words which the hon. Member 
alleges to have been uttered by Shri Prabodh Chandra. He remarked that 
the hon. Member Shri Prabodh Chandra had said that ‘Master Tara >ingh 
isan idiot’. I want the hon. Member to withdraw these words as they never 
were uttered by Shri Prabodh Chandra, 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 
Panjd 


(3) 88 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [9r: MAY, 1952 


( Mr Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member, Sardar Sarup Singh to 
' show sportsman spirit by withdrawing all those words which he attributed 
to Shri Prabodh Chandra. 


Sardar Sarup Singh; In deference to the wishes of the hon. Speaker, + i 
I withdraw these words. But I feel that. .. 


) AE 


Mr. Speaker: There is no question of ‘buts’ and ‘ifs’, The hon. — 
Member has to withdraw those remarks unreservedly. 

Sardar Sarup Singh: lhe hon. Member was sometimes speaking in : 
low tones and sometimes whispering those undesirable words. They did 


not come on the record. 


They were probably off the record. But this does not mean that [ ; 
chaliange the record. 

Chief Minister: Sir, I respectfully bring to your notice that the 
hon. Member is in a way suggesting that the record is incorrect, which is" 
not a fact. 

Sardar Sarup Singh: The hon. Chief Minister has perhaps 
misunderstood me. I have not challanged the record, nor do I mean to 
doubt its veracity. What I have said is that the hon. Member over there 
was sometimes whispering and sometimes speaking about Shri Master Tara 
Singh in that language. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is not to take notice of the whispers. 
Iam simply surprised to see that a person who is a seasoned lawyer like 
Sardar Sarup Singh should give credence to whispers and attribute certain 
remarks to an hon. Member who never uttered them and who denies having 
said anything of that sort, and even the record bears testimony to that 
effect. I, therefore, feel that the only honourable course left for him is to 
withdraw his remarks, unreservedly. 


Sardar Sarup Singh: I withdraw my remarks, Sir. Now I can 


continue my speech. 
Mr. Speaker: Yes. 


Sardar Sarup Singh (Amritsar City East) : Well, Sir, I may point 
out that but for Master Tara Singh, my hon. Friend over there might have 
been loitering in the streets of Pakistan to-day and it does not behove.. 


Mr. Speaker: Is that a fair comment to be made on the Governor’s 
Address ? I shall appeal to the hon. Member’s sense of judgment and 
if that isa matter releyant to the Governor’s Address as to what the ask >” 


fate of hon. Member would have been if such a thing happened or had not 
happened. I would request him to confine his remarks to the address itself. 


| 
Original with; 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
OO  — 


aeee 


DISCUSSION OF GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS (3) 89 


Sardar Sarup Singh: [| was saying, Sir, that the election in India 
was looked forward to with great eagerness when the people of this country 
would have had an opportunity of electing their representatives and ending 
the almost care-taker character of administrations all over the country. But 

ae their hopes were dashed to the ground when many things came to their 
notice which ought not have happened. I will only draw your attention, 
Sir to some of the facts which are uncontroverted so far The Returning 
Officer of the Ambala Parlia nentary Cy) istitueacy has said in his report that 

many unused ballot papers were found .. | 


Mr Speaker: Iam sorry to interrupt the hon. Member again and again. 

I regret to find that a seasoned lawyer like him has failed to take care of 

the words he has used. How are we concerned with the action of a 

- Returning Officer at Ambala, ot how is this criticism relevant to the 
Governor's Address ? I have pointed out many a time that thes debate on P 
the Governor's Address is not like tne debate on the budget. When you ; 

are discussing the major policy of the government you can say anything. | 

How is the House interested in tae action of a certain man heie ora certain 

man there? You can attacx tue Government’s policy enunciated in 

the Governor’s Address aud that is only fair and honest criticism but in. 

aising such 1rielevant matters so much time is wasted ! j 


Sardar Sarup Singh: With your permission, Sir, [ was referring to 
these matters only bəcause the Governor has mentioned in the Address the 
holding of elections.... 


Mr. Speaker: You cannot say the elections were unfair. When you 
say so you go beyond you limit. because if they are unfair you have 


certain other remedies open to you. 


Sardar Sarup Singh: Unless I substantiate my allegations, it would not 
be worthwhile 


Mr. Speaker: We do not want that such allegations are substantiated. 


Sardar Sarup Singh: If I cannot quote any example, I would leave it 
there and ask the House to be very careful of the Bhakra Nangal Waters that 
we are going to get. My apprehensions are,based onthis, Sir, that in this 
Governor’s regime a “Betterment Fee Act”? has been passed whereby all 
the lands which are going to get waters from the Bhakra are liable to the 
imposition of a Betterment Fee. I think, Sir, many hon, Members perhaps 
remember that previously the Govrenment was contemplating to resort to a 
policy of applying a land cut instead of in posing a fee on those whose lands 
received benefit from the Bhakra Project. That would have made, Sir, all 

those jungles gold mines over-night. Now most of the evacuees from the 
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[S. Sarup Singh] 


West Punjab are going to be deprived of that land and big landlords would 
get all the benefit to the extent of over one hundred crores bv the levy of a 
‘Betterment Fee’. I think, òir, and I want to d'aw the attention of the 
Government to this fact that if this policy is adopted and we evy a land cut 
on landlords this would help the rehabilitation of the evacuees from the 
West Pakistan. I think, Sir, these are the things to which I wanted to 
draw the attention of the Government. 


Sardar Rajindar Singh (Rupar) (Punjabi : Mr. Speaker, I rise to thank 
His Excellency the Governor for delivering his Address to the Members of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council. My hon. Friends have 
expressed the'nselves fully both in favour and against the Address. After 
going through it very carefully and alsə after hearing with rapt attention 
the criticism advanced by tie hon M2n:2rs sitting on th2 Opposition 
Benches, T have arrived at the conclusion that my hon, Friends over there 
consider this Address to be a sort of a thesis on some subject. Asa matter 
of fact what they should have done was to look at the Address in the light 
of the broad policies underlying various matters referred to in it. After 
perusing the Address I have felt that thə policy of the Government is not 
rotten as has been stated by my hon. Friends occupying the Opposition 
Benches. It has been stated by them that this Address is a formal one 
and that no attention has been paid to the question of raising the standard of 
living of the people. I think my hon. Friends who hold this view are sadly 
mistaken. In my opinion all the schemes referred to in the Address by His 
Excellency when implemented will go a long way in improving the condition 
of the people in the State. In fact there is hardly any beneficial scheme 
which is not included in the Address. 


Mr. Speaker, I would like to draw your attention and tbrough you the 
attention of the House to a few points. The development of irrigation and 
electric power schemes which is the crying need of the hour has already been 
referred to in the Address. I do not think there was any necessity to state 
these schemes in detail in it. But so far as the broad policy underlying these 
schemes is concerned, mention has already been made about it. Similarly we 
find references about the prevelance of scarcity condition in the district of 
Hissar and the steps Government have taken and would take to ease the 
famine conditions. It was not necessary for His Excellency the Governor to 
give details regarding the famine condition in Hissar district. I am of the 
opinion that matters like injustice, meted out to people and such other 
allied subjects can be discussed in detail during the coming/5 years when Bulls 
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and other legislative measures will be brought before che House for 
enactment. At this stage it was not necessary for His Excellency to 
discuss such matters in detail. 

As a matter of fact it was not necessary for the Governor to discuss 
details or to suggest that certain laws should be enacted. I beg to submit 
that consolidation of holdings is essential for the uplift and development of 
our State and a mention has been made of it in the address. Some hon. 
Members spoke about the necessity of providing passages. I wish to tell 
them, through you Sir, that the question of passages will be taken up 
along with consolidation work. Important problems like industrial 
development of the State and the nationalisation of transport have not 
failed to find a place in the Governor’s address. One of my hon. Friends 
discussed certain details of the tenancy problem. I wish to submit, Sir, 
that it is for the House to enact suitible laws and to make such provisions 
as may help remove the difficulties of tenants. It was not the function of 
the Governor to place details before the House. 


Similarly, our State has been the pioneer in taking measures to afford 
relief to political sufferers The Government has decided on a policy in 
regard to them on compassionate grounds. The backward classes, t6o, havé 
not been ignored. 


Some hon. Members complained about the existence of corruption in the 
State. There can be no difference of opinion about the necessity of 
eradicating corruption from all Government departments, In this, connection 
His Excellency remarked in the course of his address that no Government 
Officer who was dishonest or corrupt would be spared. For the information 
of the House, I wish to read out the relevant portion from His. Excellency’s 
address, At page 14 of the Address, it is stated. 


“My government have already issued strict orders that no approaches or - sifarishes, 
from whatever quarters they may emanate, shall be list ned to or tolerated, and that 
there shall be no interference with the work of honest and conscientious officers: The 
integrity of services will be fully maintained’. He also said ;— 


“Corruption at all levels must be rooted out and with this end in view prompt and 
effective punishment must be meted out to a corrupt officer, however, highly placed he 
may “be”. 


Then, Sir, in order that our State may progress it’ is atso necessary 
that’ the system’ of education should be: completely révolutioniséd. The 
Governor also referred to the need of {dustri education for thè develop- 
ment’ of the State. This should be based’ on the basic education scheme. 
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In the end, Sir, I thank you for affording me an opportunity of express- 
ing my views. With these words [ support the motion of thanks to the 
‘Governor. s 


Shri Teg Ram (Khuian Sarwar) (Hindi): Sir, T am thankful to the 
Governor for the concern evinced by him in the course of his address, for the 
tenant in this State. These people are suffering great hardships and their case ~ ‘ 
calls for immediate consideration, However, I do not agree with his 
observation, that necesSary steps in that connection have already been taken. 
He was evidently referring to the Act of 1951 according to which some 
facilities had been given to the tenants. When the defects in that Bill were t 
brought to the notice of the Parliament at the time of its discussion, it was 
stated by the Government that the Punjab Assembly would soon be elected 
and that it would be up toit to make the necessary amendments in it. 
It clearly shows that the necessity of providing more relief to the tenants was 
realised by everybody. Recently our Government constituted a committee 
consisting of fourteen members for suggesting improvements in the Punjab 
Occupancy tenants Act, 1951. Ft is obvious that the Act in question is 
regarded as inadequate. According to that Act the area of land which a 
landlord could keep for himself had been reduced from one hundred to fifty 
standard acres. This will give no relief to the tenants because according to 
the Act if a landlord wishes to cultivate himself with the help of a tractor, 
he can eject a large nuinber of his tenants. ~ The mere reduction of ones 
holding from one hundred to fifty standard acres will be of no practical help. 
Moreover, in the last three or four years, rather in the last three months all 
the big landlords in tha state have split up their holdings and got fifty acres 
transferred in the names of each of their children, sisters, wives and other 
relations. Such transfers have been got made even in the names of those 


children who are only two or three years old. In fact, only one person owns 
the entire land but in the records it stands in the names of ten or twelve 
persons. So long as such defects exist in the law, the condition of tenants 
cannot improve. 


| 

| 

, MA o In the second place, it has been provided in the tenancy legislation that 

| a tenant holding land for five years or more cannot he ejected. Asa matter 

of fact, the names of tenants do not appear in the revenue records, Even 

_ if this limit were raised from five to fifty years, still the tenants could be 
easily ejected. Seventy five per cent of the tenants who have been holding z 

lands since before 1947 have already been ejected. The big landlords of the 

“| 1: Punjab are resorting to various deyices for ejecting tenants. The provisions 
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of the present Act provide no relief to the tenants. What the landlords do 
n> is that they keep the Patwaris pleased and do not let the names of tenants 
| appear in their records, 
In this way, they call the ténant only a partner having half the share 
° and the assessment (Girdawari) of the land revenue andthe water rates is 
made in the name of the ower of the land and not inthe name of the 
tenant. Since the tenant is usually an illiterate person, the landowner gets 
his thumb impression on a blank paper at the time of the leasing out of the 
land. And then afterwards he puts whatever date or terms of lease he 
likes on that paper. 
An hon. Member: Is the hon. Member discussing the Tenancy Act or 
the Governor's Address ? 
m= Shri Teg Ram: I am discussing the present Tenancy Act to which 
His Excellency the Governor ‘referred in his Address. Under one pretext 
or the other, the landowners are ejecting the ¿tenants and are starting 
cultivation ot land by means of tractors. Besides as I have already stated, 
there is no mention of the names of the tenants in the records of the Patwaris, 
It is through such devices that the landowners use to eject the 
poor tenants from the lands. 


Next I come to the provision in the Act with regard to the one third 
share of the landowners. It is a pity that there is no provision with regard 
to the payment of land revenue or water charges in the Act It has not 
been definitely provided as to wao should pay these charges. The result is 
that the landowners are putting the burden of these charges on the tenants. 
Besides, the landowners are getting more than one third share of the produce, 
I have seen with my owa eyes that they are getting one half share instead 
of one third as has bean provided in the Act. I, therefore, submit that this 
Act like the previous ones talls short of the requirements of the situation. 
The only solution of this problem is the abolition of the Zamindari system. 

i Mere patch work will not solve it. But if it is not properly solved, the wratb 
of the people as Kabir says, will tear the neavens in such a way that nobody 
on the surface of the earth will be able to bring it together. With these 
words, Sir, I resume my seat. 

< Mr. Speaker: Now only a short time is left. I will, therefore, call 
upon one Member from the Opposition side to speak, | 

Sardar Shamsher Singh (Ludbiana Sadar) (Punjabi) : Sir, after going 
through the Governor’s Address a man in the street gets a glimpse of the 
New Pnnjab. The achievement of this New Punjab depends on the 
completion of the Bhakhra Project. For this purpose we need two things, 
namely, money and foreign machinery. Even if we succeed in getting the 
necessary funds from the Government of India, we shall still be in need of 
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foreign machinery the import of which depends on the international situation. 
So this factor introduces quite a lot of uncertainty ia the matter cf the 
completion of Bhakhra Projects. Anithsa this uncertainty is accentuate 
by the fact that the Government g933 on extending the time limit for its 
completion. At first the linit was 1955, then itwas extended to 1957 and 
later on tọ 195). Darirz all this bigz pèriod, the Government will not pay 
any attention to snaller sshenzs. If unfortunately the dream of the 
Bhakhra Project does not materialis2, there will be left no hope for our State. 
The Goveranant, I think, is committing a blunder by concentrating all its 
attention on the Bhakara Project alone. It should do well to start other 
small schemes also. The Governor, has, no doubt, described this Project in 
beautiful words. But there isa lot of uncertainty about it. The Govern- 
ment party, I am afraid, will ask for votes on the basis of the Bhakhra 
Project once again at the time of the next elections. They will tell the 
people that they are building Bhakhra Dam. In this way, this scheine will 
remain only a scheme for a long time to come. 

The Governor said one good thing in his Address, That is with regard to 


the nationalisation of text books and for this, I think, I should congratulate | 


him. (cheers) In this connection, I may point out that the publishers have 
fleeced the public quite a good deal so far. Since long we have been hearin: 


that our system of education is faulty. But the pity of it is that even after - 


the achievement of inde pendence, nothing has been done to set it right, Thi 
year 34,000 students have passed the Matriculation examination. The 
Government will be able to give technical education to 2,000 students at the 
most while the rest after going about in the colleges for som? time, will sweil 
the ranks of the unsocial elements in the country and the Government will 
have to recruit more police for keeping p2ace. The system of education should 
be changed as soon as possible; this is the crying need of the hour. 

Another big problem raised by the Government is that of the nation- 
alisation of transport. The operation of the passenger transport was started 
years ago by a class of people who purchased lorries after selling there small 
tractsof land. At that time they were ridiculed by the “Lalas? Now that 
their efforts are going to bsar fruit, the Government is looking with greedy 
eyes towards their business. I may point out that there is a good deal of 
discontent among the public against this proposed nationalisation of 
transport, There are many other trades which'can be nationalised for 
instance industry, insurance companies, Banking and Press. (cheers) The 
Government is doing what it should not and it is not doing what should be 
done. 

The Assembly then adjourned tilt 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 10th May, 
1952. 
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Punjab Legislative Assembly - z 


ss SATURDAY, 10TH MAY, 1952. 


e Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 10 a.m. of the 


r clock, Mr. Speaker (The hon. Dr.Satya Pal) in the Chair. 
| a 
> STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
} : i ai r a 2 


ini, 


SHIFTING OF GOVERNMENT HEADQUATERS TO CHANDIGARH. 
*8. Shri Ram Kishan: Wil the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 


o state the date by which Government propose ‘shifting its- Headquar- 
ers to Chandigarh ? 


The hon, Shri Bhim Sen Sachar; Government -are..very -keen to 

‘ft their headquarters to Chandigarh as early as possible. Move of 

: 8 Camp Offices of Government would be effected in the next winter 

ough for a short period. Thereafter as more and more accommodation 

becomes available, more offices, would be gradually shifted. The 

hifting of the headquaters permanently: to Chandigarh depends upon 

! the completion of the Secretariat building, of which the final plans are 

e under preparation. The construction of this building would take about 

two years. It may, therefore, be possible to shift permanently the 
headquarters of Government to C handigarh in’ winter liado; 


Shri Ram Kishan: What does the hon! Chief Minister mean 
by the expression ‘as early as possible’ ? 


i Chief Minister: The same as given in the dictionary. 
(Laughter). 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know which of the offices will move 
down during the coming winter months ? 


Chief Minister: My hon. Friend is an experienced Parliamen- 
tarian. He should know mat I require notice for this question. 


Captain Ranjit Singh : will the Gee ament be able to hold its 
Budget Session of 1953 at Chandigarh ? 


Mr, Speaker ; This is a hypothetical question. The reply given 
by the hon. Chief Minister to the original question is quite clear. 
Next question please. 


REY nego STEP 


NAW ANSHAHR COMMUNITY PROJECT. 


*7. Shri Ram Kishan: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


fa) the purpose and scope of the Nawanshahr Community 
EDIS : 


. (b) the expenditure involved in this Project ? 


The hon, ‘Garéar Partap Singh Kairon: 
ea o Like all other Rural Community Projects in the 
country, the central object of the Nawanshahr 


Community Project is to secure the fullest 
development of the material and human 
resources of this area resulting primarily in 
raising the standard of living. The main lines 
of activity which would be undertaken would 
comprise of the following :— 


(a) Agricultural and Rural Development; 


(b) Cottage and Small Scale Industries; | 


(c) Education; 


Starred Questions and Answers (4) 3 


Part (ii) 


(d) Health; 
(e) Housing; and 
(f) Communication. 


In so far as the scope of tħe said project is 
concerned, it would consist of three development 
blocks and each such block would consist of 
about 100 villages. The exact details would, 
however, only be worked out after the pre- 
liminary survey of the area has been carried 
cut. 


(b) According to the present proposal the estimated expendi- 


ture involved in tbe Project comes to Rs. 65,00,000 
spread over a period of three years. 


Shri Ram Kishan: May I know whether Project Officers 
and Assistant Project Officers to be recruited for this Project will be 
officials or non-o fficials ? 


Mr. Speaker: This does not arise out of the main question. - 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know what steps are being taken by 
the Government to secure maximum unofficial support of the people 


in that area? 


Minister: Unofficial support is essential for the development 
of this project and it will be taken when the time comes. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister please tell us what 


kind of support is being canvassed for the purpose and what steps 
are being taken to secure it ? 


Minister : It is too early to say anything in the matter. 


Sardar Gurdja] Singh Dhillon : May I know if any project of 
this type is being extended to other places in the border districts of 


Mr, Speaker: This does not arise out of the main question. 
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Minister: With your permission, Sir, I may point out that one 
such project has been extended to Batala. This is a border district 


project. . 7 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is the Government contemplating any 
caange in tne or of this rural aoe. Project Po 


-Minister : No, please. P 
Shri Dəv Raj Sethi : How ies the Kon, Minister propose to 
distribute the sanctioned amount of Rs. 65,00,000/- during three 
years? | : a 
. a 
Minister: This will be distributed in three instalments. ' 
“Shii Ram Kishan : “May I know if any one has been selec- 
ted for receiving training in. this “connectioa ‘in the United States ? 
Minister : Not yet, Sir. E o 
€ Captain Ranjit Singh : | What are the principles taken into con» 
sideration for the selection of these project areas.? _ : 
Mr, Speaker ¢ This question does not arise.. 
v 
-` Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May, E know whether any Development 
Commissioner has been appointed incharge of the project; if so, who? 
Minister : This does nos arise out of this question. 
Minister fur Projects : May I know why the hon. Member is so 
interested in that individual officer ? (Laughter). 
Mr. Speaker : Next question please. - 
See os l ; è 
l e 
T SHORT NOTICE QUESTION. ' 
DEATH AND DISEASE AMONGST CATTLE IN HISSAR DISTRICT. 
> 


*15. Shri Ram Kishan: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to'state whether any. measures have recently been taken 
by the Government to save cattle from death and disease in the famine 
stricken area of the Hissar District; if so, particulars of such measures | 


and the dates when they were taken ? 


i] 
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The hen. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
: First Part. Yes. 


Second Part. (i) Sanction to the opening of 8 Concentration 
= Camps for cattle was accorded on the 24th 
April, 1952, at a cost of Rs. 4,23,910/-.- 


(ii) Rs. 15,000/- were. sanctioned on the 22nd 

' April, 1952, for the maintenance of non- 

District Board stud bulls and Rs. 25,000/- 

> , as subsidy for the maintenance of District 

' Board stud bulls were sanctionea on the 
28th March, 1952. 


(iii) Concession in the railway freight -; is , being 
allowed to the importers _of .fodder into 
the affected areas since October last. from 
other districts, and from other States since 
ovens 1951. 


eee 


(iv) Ponds were filled , with canal water. The 
v - position was last reviewed on the 2lst. April, 
1952. 


(v) A sum of Rs, 3 lakhs-has:-already -been sanc- 
tioned and ‘distributed as fodder taccavi 
during April ‘in ‘ Hissar ‘district. More funds 
have been provided for distribution as fodder, 
seed and bullock taccavi during the current and 
the ensuing months. 


| 
| 
{ 
j 


a (vi) More money is pang sanctioned shortly, 


Captain Ranjit Singh : May I know as to how many. cattle have 
so far been brought in the eight concentration camps sanctioned by the 
Government ? | a? | oe 


‘Minister ; At four places. I‘ myself saw that about 1,000 
cattle have been collected. 


t . 
- A i c of ase 
, teak Ly, Liao 


An hon, Member: How many cattle have so far died ? 


Minister: It is very difficult to form an estimate. I can, how- 
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[Minister for Development] 


ever, give some information to the hon. Member. In Hissar tehsil, the 

total strength of cattle according to the census was 81,952. Out of this j 
number 4,787 deaths were noted and 15,930 were sold out in other 

districts. In Kohala tehsil the number of cattle was 28,876 out of 

which 1,078 died and 15,852 were sold out. In Hansi tehsil the tota g 
number of cattle was 37,591 out of which 4,845 died and 23,009 were 

sold out. In Bhiwani tehsil 9,191 died and 15,563 were sold out. In 

Fatehabad tehsil, total number was 18,707 out of which 5,202 died and 

10,000 were sold out. In Sirsa tehsil, the total number was 80,473 a 
out of which 2,347 died while 12,671 were sold out. 4 


Captain Ranjit Singh : Is the Government aware of the fact that 
in famine area there are many people who are unable to get any work 
and that they cannot even join service on account of age restriction 
and so they ar- compelled to eke out their living under difficult 
conditions ? | 


Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise, 


| Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat: [sit net a fact that many animals 


| y 
are going out of the area affected by the scarcity conditions ? 
| Minister : But who can check it ? 
, Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat : When were these concentration camps 
: opened ? 
, Minister: On the fifth, sixth and eighth of this month. 
Shri Boenarsi Dass Gupta: Has the Government made any 
| arrangements for the supply of fodder to the affected area ? 
| Minister: We are trying our utmost in the matter. One lakh í 
| ninety thousand permits have been issued. Fodder is being brought 
| from Madhya Pradesh. Seventy-eight wagons of drived grass 
| and thirty wagons of chaff are being brought. Asa matter of fact we -= 
are trying to bring as much fodder as we can to relieve the scarcity 
| conditions prevailing in the area. (Cheers) e 


Original bith: 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitizedby; 

Panjab Digital Library 


-$ 


Orig@al with; 

Punjm fhan Sabha 
Digit 

Panj 


(4) 7 


ELECTION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER: 


Mr. Speaker : Honourable Members ! the procedure for the elec- 
tion of the Deputy Speaker is similar to that for the election of the 
Speaker. Proposals duly seconded will be made one by one. ‘Then 
they will be put to vote in the order in which they were made provided 
that if a proposal is carried the subsequent proposals will not be put 
tothe House. If only one proposal is made then the person proposed 
will be deemed to have been elected unanimously. 


Minister for Capital Project: (The hon. Sardar Swaran Singh) : I 
propose the name of Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon for Deputy 
Speakership. 


Minister for Local Government: (The hon, Pandit Shri Ram 
Sharma): I second the proposal. 


Mr. Speaker: Any other proposal please ? 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda): I propose the name of Sardar 
Partap Singh Rai (of Guru Har Sahai) for Deputy Speakership. : 


Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) : I second the proposal. 


Mr, Speaker: Now there are two motions before the House. 
Honourable Members in favour of and against the first motion should 
respectively rise in their seats. First those in favour may please rise. 
Now those against. I declare Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon elected as 
Deputy Speaker of the Assembly. (Cheers). 


Mr. Speaker: [congratulate Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon on 
his election as Deputy Speaker of this honourable House. Sardar 
Gurdial Singh has been known to me for a long time. In his ilaqe he 
has been working honestly for the Congress and I know that, in his 
public life, he has worked and suffered for the good of the masses. I 
am sure that, as Deputy Speaker, he will prove his worth. I once 
again congratulate him on his election to this office. l | 


ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY. 


Chief Minister (The hon. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar): Sir, I Leg to 
move :— | 
That the Assembly at its rising today shall stand adjourned sine die, _ 


The mottoz was carried. 
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DISCUSSIONS OF GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 


Mr. Speaker : Before I ask the House to resume discussion on 
the Governor’s Address I would like to refer to an incident which 
has been weighing heavily | on my mind since yesterday. The hon. 
Members know what Shri Sri Chand said yesterday in his speech. He 
remarked that the Englishinan was dead but he had not gone or died 
issueless. The present Government, he said, was following in the foot- 
‘steps‘of the previous British regime. Whatever the literal or meta- 
phorical meaning of his remarks may be the words which he used are 
objectionable and since yesterday they have. been preying.on my mind. 
I feel that it is below the dignity of this honourable House that such 
words should be uttered here. I give the hon. Member an opportunity 
to withdraw those remarks otherwise I will have to expunge the same 
-from thé proceedings of the Assembly. It does, ‘not appear proper to 
say that the Englishman has lett behind an issue. The hon. Member 
should have thought of the friendly and cordial diplomatic relations 
that subsist between the two countries. We have in our country the 
Ambassdor. of- the British Government and our Ambassador is in 
England. In ‘view of this I would ask the hon. Member to withdraw 
the remarks in question | otherwise I will be compelled to give.a ruling 
on this matter. _ 


Shri Sri Chand : (Bahadurgarh) : Sir, I withdraw those . words 
as directed by you. I also wish to make it. clear. that I never meant 
to say that the Congress Party was the child of the British. | 

Mr. Speaker : When you have withdrawn. the words ‘the English 
man was dead’ then the question of putting forward any justification 
for those. words does not arise. 


Shri Sri Chand : As ordered by you, Sir, I have withdrawn my 
words but I wish to make my position clear. 


Mr. Speaker : After you have withdrawn these words, the ques- 
tion of any clarification of your position does Not arise. 


Minister for Capital Project: Do it with grace ! 


Shri Sri Chand: Sir, my intention in using the.words ‘the Englisa 
man was dead’ was that he had oo 


Minister for Capital Project : Sir, probably he wants to say what - 
he meant yesterday. ` m 
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should now proceed with his 
speech and should not refer to the words that ne has withdrawn. 


Shri Sri Chand : In support of the amendment moved by me, 
I submit, Sir, that the Government should cut down its expenditure 
on administration. It is common knowledge that large amounts are 
being squandered away on the sheer observance of certain formalities. 
I have great respect for the Governor and [I feel that if he feels 
disposed he can curtail a lot of expenditure on many items. To keep 
so many of the police guard with him is a luxury in the changed 
political conditions of the time. Now there is no necessity of keeping 
a lorry load of police guards in front of and behind the Governor’s car. 
The strength of Police guard can be safely reduced. I amof the view 
that the hon. Ministers and the Governor as the constitutional head of 
a popular Government like this need not keep police guards for their 
protection. At the most one Constable is sufficient. I submit, Sir, that 
a big police guard is not a necessity but it is kept to satisfy the sense 
of vanity at public cost. 


The police is sent to public meetings to make reports. It is alsoa 
useless practice and adds to unnecessary expenditure. These are old 
practices of the British regime. I request my hon. friends occupying 
the Treasury Benches to give up these traditions. 


The hon, Ministers should work with the spirit that they are 
servants of the public. I feel that only five Ministers can run the 
Government quite efficiently and the expenditure can be curtailed by 
reducing the number of Ministers from eight to five. The hon. 
Ministers should also give up touring, because in my opinion, by 
working in their offices, they will be able to run the Government more 


efficiently. Moreover, by doing so they will save a lot of unnecessary 


expenditure Similarly public money can also be saved by retrenching 
certain redundant posts of secretaries, deputy secretaries and 
superintendents. The system of maintaining double record in courts 
has also become out of date. Wecan safely replace this system by 
the single record system and thus save a lot of expenditure. 


For giving proper consideration to these suggestions, I would 


ri 


suggest to the hon. Chief Minister that he should constitute a committee. 


Then, Government should give serious thought to the possibility 
of relaxing controls, though strictly speaking, it is the business 
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of the Central Government. 
Mahatma Gandhi considered them so. 
when these can be done away with. It needs no mention that the 
people are experiencing great difficulties as a result uf these controls. i 
I hope Government wil do something tangible in this direction. 

Sir, through you I want to impress upon the Government that the 
tiller of the soil has been hit hard on account of the increased water 
rates. The Government had raised these rates when wheat was selling 

at Rs. 17/- or 18/-a maund. I think that if it has any sympathy for 

the poor zamindars, it should take immediate steps to bring about 


reduction in Abiana and thus afford relief to them. 


The controls are a curse and even 
I think now the time has come 


Now I come to another point. Under the Sales Tax Act, only 
those shopkeepers who have an out turn of rupees twenty thousand 
or more are liable to pay this tax to Government. This is in fact a 


purchase tax, which is charged by the shopkeepers and paid into the 
Government Treasury. But it is common knowledge that even a petty 


shopkeeper is charging this tax from the public and the amount thus 
realised is not going into Government Treasury. I request the Govern- 
ment that some check should be placed on this practice. 


The hon. Members will be surprised to note that there are only 
two shopkeepers in Simla, who are paying Sales Tax to the Govern- 
ment while the rest are not paying any thing, whereas they are charg- 
ing this tax from the public on their sales. 


With these words, Sir, I would request the Government that 
they should give due consideration to my suggestions and bring about 
a reduction in its expenditure. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: (Ajnala) (Punjabi) On a point of order, 
Sir, I want to know whether the same procedure will be observed to- 
day in the matter of debate as was followed yesterday. 


Mr, Speaker: I would request the hon. Members desirous of 


making a speech to confine themselves to the discussion of Governor’s 
Address; otherwise there is no restriction. Every hon. Member is 
welcome to participate in the debate. The procedure regarding conduc, 


of debate will remain the same as we followed yesterday. 


Sardar Achhar Singh ; On a point of order, Sir, 
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Mr. Speaker: I dont’ think there remains any need for raising 
any point of order now. 


Sardar Achhar Singh; Sir, I want to say that the convention 


has been such...... . ...... 


Mr, Speaker: The hon. Member cannot enter into any argu- 
ment with the Chair. I know for myself that according to the past 
practice one day is reserved for Members for the discussion of Gover- 
nor’s Address. Yesterday no Minister took part in the debate and 
therefore, they will be given priority to-day. So according to today’s 
programme, the hon. Members ~ill speak upto 11—30 a. m. After 
that the hon. Chaudhri Lehri Singh will speak for half an hour. Then 
from 12:00 to 12°30 Members occupying the Opposition benches will be 
given an opportunity uf expressing their views on the subject. from 
12:30 to 1°00 p. m. the Lon, Sardar Partap Singh Kairon will deliver his 
speech. In the end the hon. Shri Bhim ven Sachar will reply to the 
speeches from 1:00 to 1'40 p. m made by the Members. After that 
voting on amendments and the main motion will take place. 


As the number.of Members desirous of speaking is very large 
and since it will be my endeavour to accommodate everybody, I request 
the Members to strictly confine themselves to the discussion on the 
motion before the House They should only discuss the general 
policy underlying the Address and make some definite snggestions. 
In this way every Member will be able to express himself within five 
minutes and thus all the Members desirous of participating in the debate 
will be able to get an opportunity to do so. 


Shri Mohd. Yasin Khan, (Ferozepur-Jhirka) (Hindi): Sir, 
after going through the Address, delivered by His Excellency the 
Governor I find that mention of some important matters has altogether 
been omitted. So I want to draw the attention of the Government 
towards them in the hope that the same will receive its careful 
attention. 


I represent the backward district of Gurgaon. I maintain that 
this part of the country has all along been neglected by the previous 
Government and that no proper: attention has ever been paid towards 
its development. Fo: instance, there is no mention of our district in 
the five year development plan. Now most of the large villages 


OriginalWwith; 
Punjab dhan Sabha 
Digitized§by; 


Panjab D§gital Library 


(4) 12 = Punjab Legislative Assembly | [10th May, 1952 


[Sh t Mohd Yasin Khan] 


sate 
have been connected by metalled roids, yet there is no metalled road 
in the Gurgaon District. I, therefore, cannot help saying that the five 


year development plan is nothing but a bunile of pious wishes which 


will perhaps never be fulfilled. It requires a lot of patience to wait 


and see whether the schemes, mentioned in it will ever take a practical 
shape. We have been waiting. patiently all along.’ But there is a 


limit to everything and now we are fed up with this state of 


affairs. 


If we go from Delhi to Gurgaon by road, the road itself indicates 


that territory of some other State has started, as the width of the 
road goes on decreasing. Then, all the canals of our district come 


from the side of Utter Pradesh. If you happen to go to the East of 
Jamuna Canals you will see green gardens there but the parched lands 
of our district are without any sort of vegetation. There is, a great 
scarcity of water in this district and at some places even drinking 


water is not available and people are put toa great deal of hardship 
on that account. It is regrettable that the Government has not made 
any arrangement of water supply for irrigating the lands of poor 
peasants of this area. 


Now I come to Rehabilitation. I submit that Government” has 
failed to solve this problem satisfactorily. Despite the fact that ours 
is a backward district, refugees from the backward districts now 
comprised in Pakistan, have been rehabilitated here. The lands have 
been allotted piecemeal with the result that very often the land alloted 
to the same refugee at different places are senarated by the distance of 
50 miles and thus the poor refugees cannot look after them properly. 
In Faridabad township no arrangement exists for housing the refugees. 
I am constrained to remark that the Government has failed to realise 
that although lands have been allotted to the refugees in lieu of their 
lands left in Pakistan, yet they need houses to shelter their families 
and themselves. I submit that Government should take steps to make 
allotment of houses to them as well; otherwise it would be — 
better if it plainly te'ls them that itis not going to make any allot-' 


Foa 


ment of houses. 
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Besides this, I would like to draw the attention of the hon. 
Ministers to a matter of vital importance and that is that the Rehabi- 
l tation Department has done nothing to alleviate the distress of the 
displaced Muslims. The hon. Chief Minister is not in his seat. So I 
would earnestly request the hon. Sardar Partap Singh to look into this 
matter. I would impress upon the Government the desirability of 
treating the Muslim nationals of India at par with the other people. 
The property of those Muslims who did not migrate to Pakistan, or 
returned from Pakistan before the permit system, should be restored 
to them. The property of my friend Maulana Habibul-Rehman ot 
Ludhiana has not been restored to him; even I have not been given 
back my house as yet. Now ifa Muslim comes to India without a 
permit, Government is justified in dealing with him under the law. 
But the Muslims who had not gone to Pakistan at all or the returnees 
from Pakistan before the permit system should be given possession 
of their houses and lands as citizens of this State. As a matter of fact 
the displaced Muslims have spent five years of exile without food, cloth, 
and shelter. Well, Sir, this is the state of affairs, so far as rehabilitation 
of displaced persons in this State is concened. I would, therefore, 
again request the Government to speedily redress the genuine grievan- 
ces of displaced Muslims and other refugees satisfactorily. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: (Ludhiana Sadar) (Punjabi): 
Sir, a commendable reference that has been made in the inaugu- 
ral address of His Excellency the Governor is with regard to the 
consolidation of holdings of land. Sometime back the hon. Minister 
for Development addressed a public meeting in my ilaqa and in the 
course of his speech he emphatically remarked that he would see that 
the consolidation of holdings was completed in about four years instead 
of eight years. If he fulfills this promise he will indeed be rendering 
a yeoman’s service to the peasants. 


Shri Nand Lal: May I know if the hon. Members who spoke 
yesterday also can be allotted time today ? 


Mr. Speaker: This is for me to decide. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: Now I will say something about the 
Grow-More-Food Campaign. There is no denying the fact that there 
is a shortage of food in our country. It is, therefore, necessary 
that we should make earnest efforts to develop our agriculture and 
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industry. Agriculture and industry are the two wheels of the chariot 
of society. Both must pull together. If one of them breaks, the 
chariot stops. There is, therefore, an urgent need for providing electri 
city to industries if we want to stepup production in the State. We 

have seen that in the Grow-More-Food Campaign a good deal of 

attention has been paid by the Government towards the recruitment P 
of officers in that department. Besides this, if the huge bulk of 
electricity which at present is being wasted on fans, cooling plants, 
heaters and light etc., were given to the peasants in the rural areas, it 
would have produced wonderful results. The electricity would have 
proved a veritable boon for the peasants who could bring thousands 
of acres of land under the plough. It is an irony of fate that India 
which is an agricultural country has to import food from foreign 
. countries. The reason is that the Government do not provide any 
facilities to the zamindars and is indifferent to their welfare. They 
continue to groan under the crushing weight of poverty. With their 
poor material resources, they cannot satisfy their primary needs. In 
spite of this our Government prefers to import wheat from foreign 
countries at higher prices but feels reluctant to pay more to our 


peasants. A 
C 


’ Mr. Speaker: I have allowed you today a few minutes as 


the Assembly adjourned yesterday when you were stijl on 


yours legs. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh : Sir, I will only take a few minutes more 
and then resume my seat. I remember that when the sugar cane 
crop of zamindars was ready last year they were faced with a great 
difficulty. Sugar mill owners looted the peasants and did not pay them ` 
the fixed rate i.e. Rs 1/12/- per maund. The Cane Commissioner a'so 
helped the factory owenrs in this loot by closing loading of sugar cane 


at various stations as it suited the mill owners. The people à 


who carried sugar cane on trucks to factories, were given eight annas 
per maund with which they could hardly meet the transport 


charges. y 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Member cannot criticize the 


officer who is not directly under the control of the State Government. = 
Sardar Shamsher Singh: Sir, now I would like to draw the 
b 
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attention of the House to the top-heavy administration of the 
Government. The fat salaries of the high officers are a great burden 
on the slender finances of the State. We do not want officers on the 
top, who may rule over us, but only such who function strictly for 
the benefit. of the State. I would, however suggest that an officer’s 
salary should in no case exceed Rs. 500/- per mensem 


Shri Nand La! (Karnal) (Hindi): Sir, yesterday 
I could not avail of the opportunity to speak for 10 minutes 
and now I think I shail not be able to speak at length on 
the inaugural Address of His Excellency the Governor within five 
minutes which have been given to me. However, I will confine my- 
self only to one point which is of vital interest to our friends. I am 
thankful to His Excellency that he has thought it fit to make a 
mention of the political sufferers who made great sacrifices in the 
struggle for independence. But what I find is that the extent of 
relief that has been afforded to them is quite insignificant as compared 
with the heavy price that they had to pay for the freedom of their 
country. The Political Sufferers’ Relief Fund was started by the 
previous Government sometime ago with a contribution of Rs. 30,009/- 


. but the present Government has shown great magnanimity, as it were, 


in raising this amount to Rs. 50,000/-. It is just possible that the 
next Government may consider it unnecessary and may not make any 


- contribut'on to it at all. It goes without saying that these political 


sufferers have made tremendous sacrifices in the cause of the country 
and it is because of those sacrifices that our friends fird themselves 
sitting on the Treasury Benches today. In this connection, the 
instance of Shri Kirpa Ram may be cited. Such people sacrificed 
their all so that our country may be free. But today they are steeped 
in misery and have not the means to buy even the bare necessarti*s of 
life. During the pre-independence days these people faced bullets 
and their womenfolk were subjected to great indignities and insults. 
Despite the fact that they have been reduced to abject poverty our 
Government has done nothing substantial for them. What we find 
today is that whereas privileges and other concessions are being given 
to the military psople the political sufferers have not been held out 
even a faint gleam of hope ty the Government that measures will 
be adopted to enable them to eke out their living. 


An hon, Member: Can the hon. Member attack the military 
personnel ? 
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Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member that he should not 
make any criticism of military officers. 


An hon Member: He shouli be asked to withdraw his 
remarks, 


Mr. Speaker: I would again ask the hon. Member that he should 


not criticise the military officers against whom there is no 
complaint. 


Shri Nand Lal: Sir, what I wanted to say is that the civil 
officers who worked during the British regime are being given every P 
concession. 


Mr. Speaker: They are also part and parcel of this Govern- 
ment, so the hon. Member should not pass any remarks against 
them. 


Shri Nand Lal: Sir, I think I have not made any remark 
against them but if you think I did I am prepared to withdraw them.s 
What I want to drive at is that while the civiland military officers are 
enjoying all concessions during this regime, the political sufferers who 
are in abjectly straitened circumstances continue to suffer and the 
Government is not giving any financial assistance to them. I am not 
talking of Congress workers only but all those who had made sacri- 
fices in the cause of the country. May I ask the Government what 
action it has taken to provide employment to these people? I wish 
the hon. Ministers had fully realised the difficulties in which they find 
themselves enmeshed today. They cannot get any permit or any 
other concession from the Government. [If at all they manage to get 
any permit issued in their favour they are maligned and vilified. 
They cannot get their educated children employed in Government 
department, and if at all they succeed, their sons are looked upon as a 
C.I D. people. The Government may, therefore, judge how cheerless 
nd hopeless does life appear to them. I would again urge teyt the 
enationalists who have suffered so much in the past should now be oe 
given a square deal. 


oe 


Shri Guran Dass Hans (Hosh‘arpur) (Hindi): Sir, I was sur- 
prised to hear from my friends sitting opposite that elections had not ° 
been heid properly and fairly. It is my conviction that elections have 
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been conducted in such a fine manner that we can rightly feel proud 
ofit. In the past elections, votes used to be secured through intimida- 
tion and other unfair means. The poorer sections of the community 
a especially the Harijans used to be molested and harassed by influen- 
tial and mighty people or their election agents. This time, the 
elections have not been allowed to be marred by such dirty tactics, 


x thanks to the vigilance of the Governor. 


I am, however, sorry to find that the question of amelioration of 
the lot of the Harijans has not been dealt with at any great length by 
pa His Excellency in his Address. We are grateful to him for creating 
conditions in which our brethren could exercise their votes freely but. 
I would submit that much needs to be done to give the poor Harijan 
his rightful status as a citizen of this country. More facilities especially 
to get education should be afiorded to them. Only then they will be 
able to rise in the social scale. | 
Chand Ram Ahlawat (Jhajjar) (Hindi): Sir, we are now discuss- 
ing the Motion of Thanks on the Governor's Address. If it were just a- 
formal motion of thanks I might have supported it. But to my mind 
it isnot the case, If we support it, we would be creating the impre-. 
ssion that we are satisfied with the few words of solace that the Address 
contains about our down-trodden community. How can we be satis- 
fied with only this assurance that the Government propose to safeguard 
and promote the interests of the members of the schedulded castes 
when the fact of the matter is that their condition has further deter- 
iorated since the advent of independence (Cheers from the Opposition 
| Benches}. Though I am a member of the ministerial party, I have n 
hesitation in saying that there has been no improvement in thei 
condition since 1947. This does not mean that I don’t feel gratefu 
7 for Whatever has been done for the betterment of the lot of Harijans, . 
but it is iny conviction that the time has come for the Government. to. 
° shake off its beliet in the efficacy of evolution aad to start having | 
| faith in the m3thods of revolution. (Loud cheers from Oppositio" 
| 


yoo 


Benches) 


x A few words more and I have done. The deteriorating relations 
between the zamindars and the Harijans are the subject of my ` 
amendment. Sir, during and after the elections which are said to have | 

E passed off peacefully, a regular ‘cold war’ was and-is being carried on 
by the Zaminders against the Harijans in rural areas. 
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is over. 

Shri Badlu Ram (Kalanaur) “Hindz): Sir, while thanking His 

Excellency for his Address, I would like to invite the attention of this 
House to a few important matters which have not found any place in 
the address. To my mind, the first important omission is the lack of 
any reference to ‘abiana’. Water rates were enhanced last year and 
this enhancement, it was stated, was justified in view of the high Í 
prices of agricultural produce. Today the level of prices is not the 
same. The poor peasants have been hit hard by the prevailing slump 
Gur which then sold at Rs, 21/- a maund is selling at Rs, 7/- or Rs, 8;- 
a maund. Is it not time to bring down the rate of ‘abiana’ to the pre- 
vious level? If this Government is really anxious to better the lot of the 
poor and backward ruralities, why has it not announced reductions in 
the rate of ‘Abiana’ ? 


Secondly, nothing has been done to expedite the scheme of giving 
irrigation facilities through tube wells. This work has been entrusted 
to a British firm and there isno knowing when, if at all, pumping 
sets will be in:talled. People are becoming sceptical about the imple- 
mentation of this scheme. 

No doubt the consolidation wotk has started but, I am afraid, 
this department is not working satisfactorily. To a peasant, nothing 
is dearer than land which is his source of livelihood. If in place of 
good, productive land, he gets land of inferior quality, it will make the 
greatest difference to his lot. 


~4 


Mr, Speaker: One minutes, more. 


Shri Badlu Ram: All right, Sir. Formerly, when Sardar Partap 
Singh Kairon was incharge of Civil Supplies Department it had the 
worst reputation. Now he is incharge of Consolidation Department : 
which enjoys a none too good reputation. It is an irony of fate. 7 
(Cheers from Opposition Benches) 


Minister for Public Works (The hon. Chaudhri Lehri Singh) 
(Hindi): Well, Sir, Governor’s Address has been subjected to a 
good deal of criticism so far as Bhakra Nangal Project is concerned. a 
The hon. Members are sceptical as to whether the Government would 
be able to complete the work as scheduled. It has been made out 
that the plans prepared by the Government generally do not take a s 
practical shape, and that they remain merely paper schemes. I 
admit that this has been the casein the past and their grievances 
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are genuine in this respect. There is no other department which is’ 

more criticized than the Irrigation Branch. Procrastination is the 

i disease from which it has had to suffer and ihe, general public is put 
~ to great inconvenience. Even a small project that can be completed 
in a month s time tak`s years for its completion. The public has, there- 

fore, formed the opinion that this department has no sympathy for 
them and the officers manage things in their own way and in a manner 
which suits their particular whims. As a matter of fact if we take 

into account the past record of the department the impression seems 

to be justified This creates doubts in the minds of the Membərs 

of the House whether the Bhakra scheme will at all be completed by 

pa -1956 or 1957. They arguə that whenever H's Excellency‘s Address 
j is to bə read and the elections are to bə won, the party in power 
brings forth the Bhakra stuut, so that they may win over the 
Zamindars and thus gag the mouth of Opposition Party. But the 
fact is quite the reverse. Previously it was the intention of the 
Government to entrust the Bhakra Dam Scheme to some foreign firm 
for execution on a contract basis. Cons-quently engineers from 
France and other countries were in.erviewed. Now on the successful 
completion of this project depends the prosperity of the Punjab, 
but if this project end in fiasco the whole of tne Punjab State may 
meet with an unprecedented disaster. It is the second biggest dam in 
the world and there are only two couatries, namely, France and 
America which possess the technique of building dams. Well, Sir, 
after surveying the whole situatioa the Central as well as the State 
Governments came to the conclusion that our own engineers were 
in no way inferior to those of other countries. This view was supported 
by the fact that when a post of a Chief Engineer fell vacant in 
U.N. O., it was offered to an Engineer of the Punjab Government. 
But since at that time no Chief Engineer could be spared, the services 
of a Superintending Engineer were placed at the disposal of the 
United Nations. Now that gentleman is drawing ‘his salary to the 
tune of Rs, 8000 p. m. But an ill-luck would have it, our Engineers 
did not have any experience in dam construction. The United States 


of America which has the reputation of having experts in this respect 
| g was approached. Mr. Slocum whose name has been mentioned in the 
° Address is, perhaps, the highest authority on the construction of 
| high dams. It took us a very long time to secure his services. 
i He has started his work and presented a scheme for the procurement 
of technical personnel and equipment from abroad. Now the experts ` 
have been recruited from various places and the work is being pushed 
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{Minister for Public Works] 
ahead. I have nothing more to add on the subject as I have thrown 
sufficient light on it. However, it is hoped that mnch headway agin 
would be made by the end of June next. In this connection I may | 
point out that I have a mind to take some of the hon. Members round 
the site of the work in March next. Previously we were mainly confron 
ted with two difficulties, one in obtaining technical experts and the- a 
other in procuring funds. Both of these difficulties have now been solv: 
ed—Fxperts are available and sufficient funds have been placed at our 
disposal. Now God willing it would be possible to make the stored 
waters partially available to zamirdars for irrigation purposes before 
the expiry of our term of oftice. Well, Sir, the Dam would be a r 2 
source of pernnial water supply. Even in the dry months of winter, l 
water would be made available, [t is no exagzeration to say that 
the waters released by this dam would soon convert even the famine 
stricken area of Hissar into such surplus areas in foodgrains 
as would surpass the glory of Lyallpur and Montgomery districts of | 
the United Punjab. | 
: 


Well, Sir, on the completion of the Bhakra Nangal Schemes, 
which are in hand, if (he water is available by 1956, then as I have 
already stated we would be able te turn the lands of Hissar into Y 
smiling fields. So far as the canals are concerned, I need not dilate 
much upon this subject as the hon. Members coming from Ludhiana 
Hissar and other places—to be benefited from thos? canals—must 
have seen for themselves, the progress that has been made in the 
excavation works. The details of the schemes work:d out by 
Government for the excavation of these canals, will be placed before 
the hon. Members of this august House ia the shape of charts. I 
however, assure the House that the government is straining every 
nerve to get these canals completed at the very earliest possible. A 
present, it is not possible for me to mention all the minute details, but 
I hope that by the ensuing Budget Session of June, I would be in a 
position to supply all the necessary information in this respect. It may 
be stated that the Government has no intention to do anything 
without taking the House into its confidence. As a matter of fact Y 
it aims at carrying out all its policies with the active co-operation of 
and ia consultation with all the hon. Members of this House. I will 
also, in due course, let you know: — . | i 
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(a) when a particular canal is going to be dug; 
(b) when it is likely to be completed; and 
(c) when the water will be made available, 


// I wonder if any other government will ever care to make 
púțłlic such important details, but we believe in placing our cards on 
the table. I, therefore, submit, that if the Government fails to 
honour its promises, then the hon. Members will be at liberty to 
condemn it or change it. Butin the meanwhile I request that the 
House should bear with us and give usa chance to prove our worth 
I would ask my hon. friends and colleagues to forget the past and 
start with a clean slate. I assure the House,. Sir, that Government 


will not rest till water is made available from the Bhakra project 


within the scheduled time. (cheers). 


Then, Sir, many of my hon, Friends have complained that 
Government has failed to give serious consideratlon to the plight 
of the people of famine-stricken areas. My hon. Friend Captain 


„Ranjit Singh has also made a reference to this effect. At the same 


time some of my hon. Friends have alluded to our government’s 
negligence in the matter of uplift of Harijans and backward classes. 
They complained that the. ‘Harijans had not been employed in the 
_works connected with irrigation schemes. I may submit that, so 
far as the digging of canals is concerned, this is mainly due to the 
strenuous efforts of labour that much progress has been achieved. 
The hon, Members will be pleased to note that large sums of money 
spent on the excavation of canals and construction of canal roads 
have been paid to the Harijans and labourers and not to big 
contractors. We realise the crying. need of the hour is that this 
. money should go to the labourers who actually work and not to those 
who. merely supervise and suck the blood of others. For this purpose 
labour on cooperative lines has been organised and most of. this 
work is done through these cooperatives societies. Here I may point out 
that it is the policy of the government that it negotiates terms with 
_ such societies alone when it stands in need of any labour. The group 
leader, who undertakes to get in hand the required: work, gets a 
certain percentage of the total wages while the rest of the amount is 
shared by the labourers among themselves. But where such 


agencies do no exist at present, the Government has no other alterna- 
< tive but to entrust the work to contractors. It will, therefore, be 
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| seen that we are following a policy that the works involving crores of <o 
| rupees be undertaken only by the non-proprietors so that the labour- 
| ers and Harijans be benefited to the utmost. 


Regarding Hissar famine, I would like to tell the House that ? 
| I myself and my colleague, Sardar Partap Singh Kairon, Minister 
| for Development, have visited the drought-affected areas. Besides 
other things we found that at some places injustice was being done 
to the labourers engaged in the work of digging. The House will 
be interested to note that we took action on the spot and the 
defaulters were taken to task. We are keen that the whole of the 
digging work should be accomplished through Harijans and labourers 
and not through the agency of millionaires and contractors. 


Taking all the above factors into consideration I would request 
the hon. Members that they should not criticise the Government 
till they have received the charts, already referred to by me and have 
thoroughly examined them. By June, I am confident, I would be 
able to apprise the House of the progress made during this period 
and after that the hon. Members would be justified to criticise. 


~14 


Some thing more regarding the Dam. A lot of machinery is 

needed for this project which cannot be procured easily. We have to 
go to different places for its procurement. In this connection it may 
be stated that some time ago it was considered that the Punjab 
Government could not efficiently manage the wor shop at Amritsar. 
The proposal that the management of this workshop be handed over 
to the Railway Authorities was also being seriously considered. Since 
this is the biggest workshop in the Punjab, we want to make the 
best use of it. It goes without saying that we need much more " 
machinery than what is manufactured in this workshop and, this being 
the case we have to import it from other countries like Germany, 
France, America etc. Now this machinery is not procured simply i 
by placing direct orders with the firms concerned. Our experts go t 
to the place where it is available and get the best at the spot. Besides & 
this, many more experts are being engaged with a „view to eliminating } 
any chances of delay in the completion of the project. But so far as 
the work regarding the Nangal water supply scheme is concerned it ~ 
is in full swing I would ask the hon. Members to forget the past 

hen, I admit, certain lapses did occur but now I assure you, Sir, 
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that our government is determined to execute all its plans in good faith 
and with as much expeditiousness as possible. Not only this. We shall 
keep every hon. Member in touch with the progress of the 
Bhakra and Nangal Projects. I think they should rather go in groups 
to the site and watch the progress that is being made from time to 
time. 


There is a general complaint to the effect that there is a good 
deal of corruption in the construction of Bhakra Dam at every stage 
and there are allegations of embezzlement in the execation of works. 
I may assure the hon. Members that practical and effective steps are 
being taken to eradicate this evil and speedy investigations in regard to 
certain allegations against the officials are in progress. 


Now a few words more about the roads and I have done. At 
the time of partition, East Punjab got a share of Rs. 8—9 crores 
under the 5-year post war development plan but afterwards our 
share was first reduced to Rs. 4$ crores and then utimately it stood 
at Rs. 75 lakes—in spite of its beinga border state. So discussions 

were held on the subject vetween this State and the Centre and it 
was decided that the State Government should contribute an amount 
of money equal to the share granted by the Centre and that the 
State should realise one-third of its share from the land'ords of the 
area where the roads are to be constructed or widened. 


Then our Government has decided to nationalise transport 
industry and I think all the hon. Members should accord their active 
support towards the early materialisation of this scheme. It is said 
that proprietors of many Transport Companies wait upon some hon. 
Members in deputations to voice their feelings against this scheme but 
I am contident that they would not pay any heed to them and 
co-operate with the Government to nationalise Transport which would 
help augment the revenues of the State and goalong way enabling 

h: Government to carry out the schemes for its development. 


Bakshi Partap Singh (Sujanpur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 
I support the Motion moved on the Governor’s Address 
and offer my congratulation to the Government. Now [ wish 
to refer to the points which have not been mentioned in the Address. 
I belong to the Kangra District. During the period of British rule 
this district remained a centre for recruitment to the Armed Forces, 
Equally enthusiasticaly and voiuntarily was the recruitment mad> 
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by the ilaqa for the war of independence fought under the supreme 
command of Netaji Subash Chander Bose- But not a single word 
has been said in the Address for the welfare of those people. During 
the last war, Government gave five thousand rupees to the 
people of Palampur Tehsil. The residents, However, made over this 
amount-to the District Board for the maintenance of a Middle School. 
There is a great scarcity of water. The students have to carry water 
with them. I feel that the sons of the soldiers cannot receive 
a "equate education unless the means of communication in the district 
are satisfactory, Secondly, a reference should. hav: been made in the 
Address for providing financial relief to the Jawans and soldiers of the 
Indian Nationai Army. 


o S rdar Mohan Singh Jathedar (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): Mr. 
Speaker, I have risen to support the Motion of thanks moved by 
_ Shri Sher Singh. Although certain important points have escaped 
‘inclusion in this Address yet I think, it must be welcomed by the 


House because with it the Governor’s rule has come to an end and 
<a new era of democratic rule has been ushered in. Then this Address 


‘does not hold out any unnecessary high hopes or make any false 
promises. On the contrary it deals with realities which the Government 
will face and try to resolve them, The general elections, occording 
to this Address, were free and fair and this statement has been 
substantiated by the fact that only 2 or 3 per cent of the candidates 
for this House have filed petitions. And even if the entire consti- 
tuencies are taken into account the number of petitions filed comes 
to 15 per cent only. This reveals that in 85 per cent cases elections 
were free and fair. The reference, made to the Tenancy Bill in the 
Address, will convince every body of the fundamentals on the basis of 
which Government proposes to safeguard the interests of the tenants. 
As regards the Harijans I may submit that our Government has given 


_, Shri Sunder Singh a seat close to that of Pandit Sri Ram Sharma 


and. hundreds of pandits are working under him. Nothing more could 
be done to elevate Harijans than this. In matters educational the 
scheme of nationalization of text books would certainly provide relief 
to the parents and the students from the high cost of books to a 
considerable extent. Lastly, would say that Government has also 


not neglected the interests of the political workers who had at one 


time sacrificed their all at the altar of freedom. Let me hope that 


~{ 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digi 
Panj 


Discussion of Governor’s Address (4) 25 


their children will now receive the necessary relief from the Govern- 


ment. With these words, Sir, I support the- motion under 
discussion. 


Siri Ram Kishan (Jullundur City, North-West) (Hind): Mr. 
Speaker, I have not risen to say anything against the present 
Ministry as it assumed office only very recently. Moreover, the hon. 


Ministers have, during this short period, visited the famine-stricken _ 


areas as many as three times. His Excellency the Governor has, 
while referring to the prevailing scarcity inthe Hissar District, stated 
that all possible steps have been taken to meet the situtation. But 
it seems that conditions have not improved and nothing substantial 
has been done so far in this direction. Instances in this connection 
are not wanting. I think the hon, Ministers who visited these areas 
may have experienced that the labourers working on the road-side 
are not being paid their wages in time. So far as my information 
goes, the payment of their wages is delayed by 2 or 3 weeks every 
month. This is how the poor labourers who do not possess anything 
to fall back upon are put toa lot of inconvenience. 


Minister for Public Works: Is this state of affairs still 
continuing ? 


Shr! Ram Kishan; I would like to bring this point home to 
the hon, Minister, who has himself been there, that conditions have 
not improved yet and the same old treatment is being meted out to 
them, Payments are not made to them till the measurements are 
completed. I wonder if things would improve in the future. Asa 
matter of fact it has been experienced that orders and instructions 


issued to the officers from above are thrown in the waste paper 
baskets. 


Then, Sir, it is far from right to say that village ponds are being 
dug in the famine-stricken areas. Besides, though it has been stated 
that employment has been provided through opening of Cotton and 
Woolen Spinnng Centres, what we find there is quite contrary to 
these things. As I have already stated, the officers do not strictly 
follow the instructions received from the higher authorities and they 
do everything according to their own sweet will. The matter does 
not stop here. The poor women who used to earn their livelihood by 
grinding wheat etc., have been thrown out of employment and are 
experiencing great hardships. Perhaps you are aware, Sir, that there 


ee 
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are two fully equipped flour mills in my town and the work regarding 

| grinding of wheat etc., has been monoplised by the owners of these 

l mills with the result that poor people have been thrown out of employ- 
ment. This i is not all. Even black-miths have been reduced to poverty 

oo as there is no work for them. 


| The greatest difficulty is felt about the non-availability ot fodder - 
asa result of which the cattle have either died or have been exportec. 
? to other places. It goes without saying that in the absence of cattle 
= poor kisans would be ptt toa lot of inconvenience at the time of 
bringing theirland under the plough. Then assurances have been -qm 
| held out that arrangements with regard to import of fodder would be # 
l made, but it seems that nothing substantial has been done so far. 
: I would suggest to the Government that those who can aftord to 
purchase fodder on cash payment should be allowed to do so. 


So far as the industrial labour is concerned, I wish to submit 
that I belong to that area where two fully fee mills are 
working. I want ws some Steps should be taken to........... se. 


Mr. Speaker: Thehon. Member’s time is over. I call upon 
Shri Abdul Ghani to make his speech. 


A 


Shri Abdul Ghani Dar (Nuk) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to, support the motion of thanks moved by my hon. Friend Professor 
Sher Singh. It is really a matter for gratification that the Address 
gives, us hopes of a new and a rising Punjab. It is also a matter for 
great satisfaction that so fa as Ponchayats are concerned, Govern- 
ment have declared in unequivocal terms that all-out efforts would 
be made to clothe them with more and more powers, 


in the State also seems to be very sound and I am sure. that the 
condition of the backward and down-trodden people of our ë 
State who were hither to uncared for, would be ameliorated. y 


The other point towards which I would like to draw the atten- ¥ 
tion of the Government, through you, Sir, is this. I was under the 
impression and I had also no doubt whatsoever in my mind, that the 4 
hon. Members occupying the Opposition Benches would advance 
constructive suggestions for the betterment of the poor masses. But 


| Mr. Speaker, the policy of the Government towards. the tenants e 
| 
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I am really constrained to remark that they found it fit to raise only 
the rural and urban controversy. Some of my hon, Friends opposite 
. have in the course of their speeches referred to the recent General 
Elections as not having been conducted in a free and fair manner. 
But I can say that the arguments advanced by them in favour of 
their contention were neither cogent nor convincing. Had the 
elections been not fair, I am sure, my hon. Friend Sardar Achhar 


Singh would not have succeeded in defeating a Congress 
candidate 


Mr, Speaker: The hon. Member should confine himself to 
= the subject under discussion and refrain from making any irrelevant 
m remarks. 


Shri Abdul Ghani Dar: Very well, Sir, I bow to your ruling 
and I won’t make any such reference on the floor of this House. 


Mr. Speaker, our Government has made upits mind to build a New 

Punjab and it indeed deserves to be congratulated. In this 

connection I would like to make a few observations in the hope that 

the Government will give them its careful consideration. Well, Sir, 

my submission is that if the Government wishes to avoid any 

recurrence of the prevailing scarcity in the district of Hissar as. it says 

y that it is going to be the last famine then I would suggest 

that it should appoint a Sub Committee for. devising 

ways and means for solving the problems which usually confront 

both the Government and the people in the event of a famine. For 

instance, a sufficient amount of money should be reserved for. meeting 

the demands of the people in case rains fail in future. It is: really a 

matter of gratification that the hon. Deputy Leader of the House 

has already held out an assurance to the effect that this famine, would 

=» be the first and the last of its kind in the State in general and. in.. the 
district of Hissar in particular. 


The other point to which I would like to draw the attention of 
the Government i is regarding the politica] sufferers who made great 
sacrifices in the struggle for Independence. The Political Sufferers 
Relief Fund which has bean raised to Rs. 50,000 is a joke. If it is 
le really the intention of the Government to uplift the ‘political sufferers 
2 _ then the best thing would be to formulate a scheme for their rehabili- 
” tation. This would not only raise their morale but also will enable them 
ot render maximum service to the masses. 
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Further, if the Government feels that the officers belonging to 
P.C.S. cadre who are rendering good service to the people and the 
State, deserve consideration, then it should not ignore patwaris, 
police constables and other low-paid Government servants who are 
equally serving the state faithiully, If due regard is not paid to 
improve the hard lot of the petty Government servants then I am 
afraid, it will be well nigh impossible to eradicate the evil of 


corruption. It is a matter for gratification that our Government has 


declared in unequivocal terms to rcot out corruption. In this con- 
nection I would suggest to the Government to set up an Anti- 
corruption Committee and a Public Relations Committee. If these 
two committees work side by side or in other words if the officers 
of the Government and the public cooperate with each other to root 
out corruption, I am sure, it will not take long to do away with 
this evil. 


Further, a certain class of labourers who before the partition 
used to earn their livelihood in the hilly areas were not so poor as 
they are now. The reason is that the Forest Department stands 
in their way and offers obstruction in several ways not allowing them 
to eke out their living. I would, therefore, request the Government to 
take adequate steps to ameliorate their hard lot. 


Then, Mr. Speaker, you are aware of the fact that control has 
been imposed upon the sale of gram. Consequently people do not get 
sufficient quantity of gram to feed their cattle and naturally they 
have no other alternative but to purchase it in the black-market. I 
would, therefore, request the Government to devise some plans to 
meet the demands of the people in this direction. 


One point more and I have done. You are aware, Sir, that 
before partition Punjab was not only self-sufficient in the matter of 
food but also it used to export foodgrains to other places. ‘The 
districts of Lyallpur and Montgomery were the two main centres of 
production. At that time the people of the Western Punjab derived 
much benefit from the mandis of Lahore and Amritsar. But now the 
Amritsar Mandi has suffered a great set-back due to partition. I would, 
therefore, request the Government to pay its serious attention towards 
this matter of vital importance. It should adopt measures to improve 


the mandi of Amritsar. 
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Sardar Darshan Singh: (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): —Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to make a few observations with regard to the Address delivered 
by the Governor. I am of the opinion that His Excellency has 

a failed to fulfil the promises which he held out to the people from 
time to time. We do not find anything substantial in the Addre. s 
for the people in general and the Harijans in particular. We had high 
hopes that after the attainment of Independence the Congress 
Government would do its best to afford all possible amenities to the 
people, provide employment and offer other sources of livelihood to 
the teeming milions. But when the Congress assumed office, it 
forgot everything and did not pay any heed to our dire needs. 


re Mr. Speaker, you will be pained to hear that instead of providing 
a facilities, various taxes have been levied upon our Harijan brethren. 

No attention has been paid by the Government to our age-old 

grievances and our cry continues to be ay in the wilderness, 


Now Sir, when the Government officials go to villages to collect 

_, taxes, they commit atrocities on the people. This is wiat the 

Government has done for us. Many hon. Members have complained 

of the suffering of villagers but I wish to point out that Harijans 

are the worst sufferers in this respect. Sir, members of our community 

have been beaten to death by the police but no action has been 

d . taken against the persons concerned. Taking of forced labour has 

been made an offence but Harijans are still being made to run the 

wells and do simil-r things at many places. We are being subjected | to 

various hardships in the form of ‘“Thikri Pehra’’ and other such 

, things. - E R 

Now, let me refer to the questions of rehablitation of displaced 

Harijans. At first they were given some lauds but now these are 

being taken away from them. They have no houses to live in, nor 

has any financial assistance been given to them. In support of my 

Contention, I wish to cite the instance of village Khankot in Amrit- 

Sar district. The refugees who had settled there have been ousted 

and allthe land has. been allotted to one or two big zamindars. 

These refugees were thrown on the roadside and remained without 

~ shelter, in the. rainy season. It resulted in many of them fall- 
ing ill, 


Š = Besides, we are told, and it is given out in the newspapers as 
wel, that the Government has provided several facilities for the 
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; a Harijan children, In reality, “our children are leaving 


schools.i-hecause,; Government has made no provision for the 
award of, scholarships or fee concessions to them to enable them 


to continue thelr Studies. i i 


EREA cade 0o å ots 


Sardar Gurbanta singh $ “This i is not correct, The ‘Government 
is giving. Scholarships to ‘Harijan children and has ‘made satisfactory 
o ‘arrangements. for their education. sae i 


Mr. Speaker : The hon. Members shou'd not | addes each other 
. Tirek rosca Je oe fs wat 

Ee i, See ete er | 

Sardar. Darshan Singh: If the Government really wishes to 
- help the:Harijans, it should give them lands and sive them: from the 
“tyranny of the police. Satisfactory arrangements should be made for 


m the education of their children. 


x d : abe is ot : Å: 


Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon (Jhabal) Pani Sir, I have 
i risen. to support the motion of thanks because I feel that the Address 
; delivered by the Governor offer’s solution of many of our problems. 
4 Now I wish-to offer a few suggestions. I belong to the border district 
- of ' ‘Atriritsar and have been elected from a constituency which adjoins 

Wagha-Khalra border. I am sure, the hon- Shri Bhim Sen Sachar 
- Knows and“ appreciates the lee “of people living near the 
„bordet. © mo : | 
Mr. areka : The hon. Member should refer to him as the 

; hon. cnet Minister and a as hon, a Bhim Sen Sachar. 

í a dns atapi iges 

"Sardar GurdialSingh Dhillon: The hon. Chief Minister, who 
“ was at that time known as Shri Bhim Sen Sachar, used to say that 
“he realised and sympathised with the difficulties of the people living 
‘on the ‘border. He was then of the view that these people desérved 
special treatment. They become panicky whenever there is estrange- 

ment’ of” relations between Indian and Pakistan Governments. 

i Sometimes they begin to seriously think if it would not be better for 
" them'to go 'to'some other place away from the border. I am of the 
opinion that they should receive special privileges and attention of 
the Government in the matter of provision of hospitals, schools and 
‘better roads. | 
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Another matter to which I wish to refer is this. the. People. z of 
Hissar are suffering on account of failure of rains and” are praying 
for these, but we people, who belong to Amritsar arë ' afraid” ‘Of’ ‘the 
ia approaching monsoon ‘season. We. had -to- suffer. very- heavily’ ‘on 
account of floods in the year before last and we have serious Appre- 
hensions about the recurrence of the same conditions. .To meet the 
“ flood situation in 1950, the Government had ‘established a special 
~ “Drainage Section” of the ‘Irrigation ‘Department, but after spending 
an amount'of about sixty thousand rupees,- it was. closed down. I 

shall reuse the Government te revive that scheme. 90 eps 


: Then, Sir, I wish i to refer to ‘the condition of Harijans. They 
are being tyranaized over by , those for whom they refused, to vote, 
They should be provided with suitable. houses i in the villages and a 
Bill should be passed enabling them to become. owners of common 
land (shamilat) in the villages. deg cays 

The next thing about eich i wish to say a p EN is the 
water rate (Abiana). This matter. has been the subject of a good 
deal of controversy in the State. Our Ministers promised that they 
would take up this issue as soon as they came into’ power. 


{ shall, therefore, request them to devote immediate attention to this 
problem, 


y Shri Dev Datt Puri (Jagadhri) (Hindi) : Sir, 1 wish to thank His 
Excelleney the Governor for the Address delivered by him., Howéverj:I 
would like to say a few words with regard to one or two matters. I was ) 

-glad to notice at page 6 of the Address, a reference having 
been made to Rural Community Projects. I think that 
if proper use is made of these four centres, which are 
proposed to be started with foreign aid, there can be appreciable 
increase in the production of foodgrains'and other commodities i in our 
country; In this connection, I wish to point out that soine“ - cduiitriés 
have taken full advantage of the foreign aid and have increased their 
production on a permanent basis, while in some other countries the 
money has gone into thc pockets of a few officers only. Take the case 
of Western Europe, where they have made considerable | progress under 
the Marshall Aid Programme., In Nationalist China, however; similar 
le aid resulted in filling the pockets of a few officers only. if would 

_Tequest the Government to ensure that proper use is made of this 

“ foreiga aid and what happened in China under Chiang Kai-Shek’s 

: government is not permitted to happen here. We have a strong 
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Ministry in our State and I hope that it will take steps to bring 
about lasting progress and prosperity of the people in this 
Sta‘e 


Mr, Speaker: According to the time table the hon. 


Minister for Development will now address the House. 


Minister for Revenue and Development (Sardar Partap Singh 
Kairon) (Punjabi): Sir, I have heard speeches of both the Opposition 
and Government Members with rapt attention. Obviously the 
object of the Opposition Members is to criticise the Government but 


‘ the hon. Members sitting on this side of the House have also criticised 


the Government in a liberal measure. I do not fight shy of criticism, 
but if at the end of such criticism, some constructive suggestions are 
also put forward, it can serve some useful purpose. I have no 


hesitation in saying that the Members belonging to the Government 
_party now do not want to defend every action of the Government or 


that of its officers. What we want is the prosperity and happiness 
of the people of our State. We.want that the administration should 


_be carried on or right lines. - So we have. to remove the shortcomings 


s 


and defects that have crept into it. In order to remove those defects 
in the administration, we shall need the help of hon. Members of 
this House. : 


A mention has been made about consolidation of land holdings 
in the Address of His Excellency the Governor. I admit that the time 


„limit for the completion of this work, as stated therein, is eight years. 


But-may I tell the House that before now we used to hear the limit 


-of 40 years for the accomplishment of this task. I know that the 


„lmit, of eight years is also sufficiently long, but I assure the House 


_ that we shall try to finish th:s work as soon as possible. It will be 


our end avour to complete it in even four years by appointing special 
officers for this purpose and by taking other necessary steps. (cheers) 
But inspite of our efforts the delay is boundto Occur. We find that 


with our effort to expedite this work, corruption has also very 


-much increased in this department. As a matter of fact ever since 


this work was started, corruption has been rampant among the 
officials, such as Patwaris, Kanung»ses, Naib Tehsildars and 


'Tehsildars.. But this does not mean that all the officisls are corrupt. 


"Some of them are no doubt honest. Buton the whole we are facing 
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a lot of difficulty in this respect. At the time of final distribution of 
land, these officials create a lot of dffiiculties for the people. They 
know that the people are afraid of them and consequently those people 
go to them and vie with each other in offering them bribes. Under 
such circumstances, the officials make lot of money. I have therefore 
no doubt that there has been quite a lot of corruption among the 
officials in this connection But I am determined to put a stop to 
this evil. (Cheers) But in my effort todo so, I want the help of 
the hon. Members, I would request them to see that wherever this 
work of consolidation is being carried on, no official, high or low, 


accepts illegal gratification. They should keep a strict watch over 
those officials. 


Shri Keda: Nath Sehgal: But you do not allow anybody to 
interfere in your affairs. 


Minister for Revenue and Development: My hon. Friend is a 
veteran political leader and a Parliamentarian. He should know 
that he can keep a watch over the officials even without interfering in 
their work. He can contact the people of the villages and find out 
which official is corrupt. Then he can report the matter to me. 
If he finds that there is a prima facie case of corruption, he can report 
it to me without himself approaching the Tehsildar and telling him 
that he would be dismissed. He should come to maand I will help 
him. I know the purpose of my hon. Friends is only to serve their 
onsitituents in every way. But the best way to do so is to watch 
the officials and if they are found corrupt, the matters should be 
reported to me. But if there is corruption in the constituency of an 
hon. Member and he does not inform us about it, I will hold him 
guilty before the public of that place. And on the other hand 
if any hon. Members bring. any case of corruption to our 
notice and we sit still doing nothing in the matter, 

then they can call for our explanation over here, 


Then, Sir it is within my knowledge that the. work -of Grow 
More Food is not being done properly. I know that the: Jeep-cars meant 
for this work have been utilized for carrying the.relatives of the 
officers. I also know that petrol is being misused. In fact I am 
fully aware of all these things. It is my intention that the Jeep-cars 
should be taken away frum those officers and put to so:ne better use 
elsewhere. I am, therefore, making enquiries into this matter and am 
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trying to find out the total expenditure incurred during the last year 


on p-trol and on the upkeep of the Jeep-cars. If 1 find that this 
work can be accomplished in a better way and at less cost by asking > ~ 
the officers to use horses instead of Jeep-cars, then these Jeeps will be 
withdrawn from them. The hon. Members should have no doubt 
that. I will make every effort to set things right in the matter of y | 


Grow More Food Schemes. 
Now, Sir, this problem of growing more food is really a problem 
of finding more water for irrigation whether it is obtained through 
tube-wells or by digging canals or sinking wells. I assure the House -~h 
that we shal! employ every means to get water. 
> 


Besides this, Tenancy legislation has come in for a good deal of 
criticism at the hanis of my hon. Friends. It has been 
said that eversince the Government endeavours to solve the 
tenancy problem, it has made the situation stil) worse. I think what 
they want is a prompt solution of this problem. But the difficulty is 
that whenever a law is enacted against certain persons, they find new 
ways of evading it Then the Government has to remove the 
previous defects by bringing up a new legislation. When we provided 
in the Act that the land owners owning more than one hundred x 
acres of land would not be entitled to eje:t the tenants, they started 
division of their holdings. Then we reduced this limit to 50 acres. 
Again they found other ways of evading the law. . They started 
getting the entries of Girdawaries made in their own names and not 
in the names of their tenants. This does not mean that we are not 
trying to solve this problem. We have made the enactment regard- 
ing the limit of 50 acres. Previous to this the Ministry passed other 
Acts also. All these efforts were honest and were made in good faith. p 
If the owners are creating difficulties through their influence and č 
power, it does not mean that we are not trying to solve this problem. 
I may tell the House that we shall bring a new Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill during the next Budget Session and in that, effort will be made 
to remove the present difficulties oi the tenants so that the tenants 
may be able to progréss without let or hindrance. Besides, it is to ù 
my knowledge that under the pretext of selling the land, the landlords =< 
have been ejecting the tenarts. We have tried to kill the germs an 
of the disease but they have been eluding us. But we are determined : 
to fight those germs which want to keep the tenants suppressed. 
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The Tenancy (Amendment) Bill which we will bring before the House 
during the next Budget Session will ensure development of healthy 
life for the tenants. The hon. Members will have realised that it 
is our sincere and fervent desire to improve the condition of the 
tenants. The Punjab Tenants (Security of Tenure) Amendment Act 
may not have rooted out the disease completely but it must have 
killed some of the germs at least. Anyhow, the legislation that we 
propose to bring forward in the next budget Session will kill the 
remaining germs and smoothen the way for the prosperous life of 
the tenants. Now I don’t wish to dilate upon the various steps which 
Government have taken and which they intend taking to resolve the 
- tenants problem. J would, however, request the hon. Members to try 
` to remove the difficulties that come in our way and refrain from 
creating any new difficulties or new enmities betwen different classes 
of people in the State. It is our duty to solve the tenancy problem and 
the mind of the Government is quite clear on this point. There are many 
ways of solving this problem. The Government is prepared to accept 
suggestions and consider them on their merits. But I feel that many of 
our problems can be solved by the cooperation of the hon. Members. 
In Hissar district, for example, we can work together and try to 
provide relief to the sufferers. Mere criticism cannot mend matters. 
in this connection I may point out that we took the reins of © 
7 office on the 17th of the last month, and the very first step that we- 
took was to make a thorough study of the problem of Hissar 
District and to provide immediate relief to the famine stricken 
people. It was our duty to do so. Besides lokraj demands- 
that the problems of the people should be tackled immediately: - 
with a view to mitigate their sufferings. But there are certain” 
persons who exaggeraie things merely for the sake of drawing the 
attention of the authorities to them. I would request them not to 


do so because ours is a Government of the people and we fully 
* realise the difficulties and troubles of the comman man. As I have 

already stated that when this House of 126 Members was elected 

e and the Ministry installed the first and foremost thing that attracted 

° the attention of the Government was the scarcity condition 
prevailing in the Hissar District. Asa matter of fact such conditions . 

r were developing there for the last two years or so and now things 

s have come to such a pass that we are faced with scarcity of fodder 
in that area. We cannot ignore the animal wealth of our State. Most . 
= . of us are agriculturists and as such we know the immense love that ` 
the farmers cherish for their cattle. So far as the question of.cnon'y ` 
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[Minister for Revenue and Development] 


| 
of foodgrains is concerned, the hon. Chief Minister has rightly stated | 
that the difficulty regarding the distribution of foodgrains for _ 
human beings can be overcome by opening depots in the area and 
the same has been done by the Government. But another dilficulty 
has arisen and that is that a considerable number of people have 
no money to buy foodgrains. The Government are making efforts ? 
to overcome this difficulty by giving relief in the shape of providing 
work for them. My colleague, the hon. Chaudari Lahri Singh has 
stated that we are asking such persons to take to digging of canals | 
in the area. They can earn enough with which they can make ~* 
both ends meet. But the difficulty is that many of them do not A | 
like this job. This is not our fault. Every one should love labour | 
and appreciate the dignity of labour. Another conplaint which | 
has been voiced in certain quarters is that those who have taken | 
to digging canals do not get regular payments. I may tell the | 
House that the hon. Minister for Irrigation and the Chief Minister | 
have issued strict instructions for making regular payments to the 
labourers. If after the issue of these instructions, things still go wrong ~ | 
there, the matter should be again brought to our notice and we 
will take action. As regards digging of canals and employment of 
contractors for this purpose, I would like to point out that it is the x 
desire of this Government to do away with this system as far as 
practicable. In fact we would like to get this work executed by 
the help of labour co-operative societies, so that the profits accruing 
to the contractors may go to them. Then it has been stated by l 
my hon. Friends that the profits received by the labour co-operative | 
societies, when compared with contractors are less by twenty 
per cent. I may tell the House that Government is not oblivious | 


to this fact and soon the rate of profit would be made equal to that ~ 
of the contractors with a view to encouraging the co-operative effort. - d 
Another matter to which a reference h s been made in the e | 
H--use is with regard to the scarcity of fodder in certain districts e. 
of our State. In reply to a question asked on the floor of the House 
I have already stated what efforts the Government have made yo | 
regarding this matter. Nearly one lakh and ninety thousand °° 
permits have been issued for the import of fodder in order to re- . 


lieve this scarcity. Besides this seventy eigh wagoas of dried grass hive 
reached the famine stricken area during the last seven or eight days. 
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Not only this. Eight concentration camps for cattle have been 
opened. About thirty wagons of hay have been brought to the 
affected area. In my opinion the best course for our critics is to 


stop this unnecessary criticism and do something solid for providing 


relief to the district of Hissar. ‘The real sympathy consists ‘in 
doing something practical .for -the -sufferers. So we should-gird up 
our loins and come to the rescue of these animals. I feel that the 


“problem of*Hissar district is the problem of the whole of Punjab. 


If unfortunately the cattle of Hariana breed, becórhes extinct, it 
will deal a death-blow to the prosperity of our agriculture. The 
farmer-of our State knows fule well the value of Hariana breed. So in 
order to save this cattle-wealth of our State and to make our farmers 
happy all of us should try our utmost to provide relief to Hissar 
district immediately. Co-operation of all the people is essenstial for 
the accomplishment cf this stupendous task. 


An hon. Member: We want priority for carriage of fodder to 


the affected area. 


Minister for Revenue and Developin zit: It has already been given. 
What is required is that all of us Should immediately rush fodder 
to this area and save the precios cattle-wealth of our State. 


As I have already mentioned, Government is expériencing much 
difficulty i in the procurement of fodder, For this purpose concession 
permits have been issued but. till the fodder arrives there; it is 
difficult to overcome this trouble. s 


Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat: I wish that all the thinəs stated 
here are put into practice. j 

Minister for Revenue and Development: But you also have to 
put things into practice. Itis difficult for me to. take any action 
on complaints ‘of a general nature. We have gone to the extent 
of asking the Tehsildars to get it notified by the beat of drum, 
that if any one was in need of fodder he could have the concession 
permit for the import of fodder. I would request my hon. Friends 
that if they find’ that this is not being done, then they may Eee 
inform me. I shall try to do what is ‘possible. | . 


Well, Sir, my own feeling is that in Hissar, famine conditions 
should:be removed for ever. There are 334 lakh acres of land lying 
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(Mirister for Revenue aud Development] 
fallow in this district. There cultivation mainly depends upon the 
‘rains. But Eighteen lakh acres of land of this district will be irrigated 


by canal water as soon as the Bhakhra Dam Project is completed. ~ = 
It is scheduled to be completed by the year 1959 but special efforts 
are being made to complete its construction by the year 1957. | 

Shri Sri Chand : Will this water irrigate the districts of Rohtak, å i 


Karnal and Gurgaons as well? 


‘Minister for Revenue and Development : I am talking of the 

Hissar District only and in that district 18 lakh acres of land will be -À 
irrigated by this water. I am at present worried about Hissar, as to 
how the famine conditions there can be checked. In that district, 
whenever there is some rainfall, the fodders becomes cheap. The 
Government intends to build up stocks of fodder in “Mosuls’ and ‘Kups’ 
for emergency purposes. This will be done as soon as there is rainfall 
and fodders is available ata nominal price. The fodder thus stored 
wiil.not go bad at least for ten to fifteen years to come. Even now, 
we are trying to supply canal witer to about 2} lakh acres of land in 
the affected area of the district, and we hope to be successful in this 
mission, if a certain bridge is constructed in cooperation with the 
railway authorities. That department has been requested for this . 

: purpose by our Government. I may submit that we have not ‘sought 

election to this House, for the sake of Ministerships only but on the 

other hand we hav? come here to serve the ere We solicit your 

co-operation. 
PRESS GALLERY COMMITTEE. 
‘Mr, Speaker: I have to make two or three announcements in 
the House. A Press Gallery Committee consisting of the following 


ee of the different Newspapers has been constituted: —_ 
1 ShriA. C. Bali ` Representative of the Tribune | r 
2:- Shri S: L. Kapur do the Partap 
3. Shri Shiv Dayal -do | the Milap 0 
“4.7 Shri N. K. Nag do "o ahe UP, L. T 
5. Shri H. L. Pandit do ‘the PEL- | 
6. - Shri S. R. Soni do the limesof | y 
n India -a 
7. Shri P. C. Patra | do ~ the Hindustan «in 
E a . Times 
8, Shri C. L. Bhardwaj do the Statesman, - f 
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They will elect their own office bearers. 

According to the past practice the House Committee is formed 
na- i with Deputy . Speaker as its _ Ex-Officio Chairman, It will 
| consist of . | eee ga 
| HOUSE COMMITTEE, ` = 70n] 

1 1. Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon . ` i al 
2. Sardar Saroop Singh ae =. =- 
3. Shri Dev Datt Puri Sog d 
4. Sardar Achhar Singh i. 
Bee. 5. Sardar Gurbanta Singh 
` o PANEL OF CHAIRMEN, | | be ee 
The following will comprise the panel of Chaima ey n S 
l. Shrimati Shanno DEV eeraa e Sele de eae 
2. Sardar Harbhajan Singh | | 
3. Sardar Ajmer Singh | i 
4. - Shri Mook Chand Jain. `° `> B 
Out of those hon. Members who arë“ anxious to speak, I Have 
selected the following eight . Members. -They have-an irresistable 
claim to make a speech : — . Paces 22. Se 2 ees 
r 1. Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal E ee 
2. Shri Ram Parkash oe gee Be ee a 
3, Shri Ram Kishan .” | Te ere, Oe 
4.. Shri Abdul Ghaffar. Khan =: nae + r an A 
5, Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht = = | 00 000 ey, ooo ti 
6. Sardar Shib Singh © 
| de _ Shri Babu Dyal : ees a M 
> 8. Shri Jagdish Chander. ` ee te ee 
z According to rules, I have decided to “allot tune a 1220 
p.m to 12-50 p m. to the hon. Members for making speeches, „Now, I 
. call upon Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal to speak. 
a ‘An hon. Member: Ona Heh of information, Sirs Whati is 3 the 
irresistable claim.in this respect ? ` E E 
- . . Mr, Speaker : Submission of name for 50, 70. or 90 times. If 
° the hon., Member. sends his name, his claim will also - ‘become ` *irresis- 4 
m table (Laughter), > wy mE RES i ogia 
“ _ Shri, „Jagdish, ‘Chander : M I. withdraw my” name, from iothis ..; 


liste 
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nee oh Bene ME toy MAE 


Chief Minister; Mr. Speaker, since you are reserving some time 
for putting amendments to ‘Vote, `T would like to make one suggestion 
in this connection. Much time can be saved and allotted to hon. - 
“Methbers, for making their ir speeches, if the hon. Leader ‘of the Opposi- 
on my part I assure you that amendments put forward by hon. Members 
on this side of the House will, also, be withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Chief „Minister has suggested that the ig 
time reserved by me for the voting of amendments can be saved if 
these are withdrawn by hon. Members sitting on both sides of the 
House. Thirty five minutes will thus be saved if-thisis done. I 
would, therefore, ask the leader of the Opposition if his friends 
want to withdraw the amendments tabled by them. If so the time 
thus saved may be utilised “for ‘making speeches by the hon. Members. 
I would also request Shri ‘Sher $ Singh, that he should be content with 
74 minutes iastead of 15 minutes desired by him. | 


Now I call upon Shri Kidar Nath Sehgal to speak. The time 
placed at at his disposal is so short, that hẹ will be able only to 
make an TE before the House. | 


feat A 


‘Shri’ Kedar Nath Sehgal: (Ballabgarh) (Hindi) : Sir, my 
purpose will not be served merely by making an appearance before ~ 
the House for a short while. I seek.your indulgence in the matter of 
allotment of time for making a speech. Well. Sir, I have stood up 
to make some observations regarding His Excellency the Governor’s 
Address. [I maintain that there is nothing in it that we can feel 
proud of. Our revered Chief Minister with all his political sagacity, 
has deemed it fit to form a Cabinet of eight ministers for a small province 
consisting of 12% districts whereas previously there were seven 
ministers and now the ninth one is about to be added. I therefore, 
yo eae him on ı that score. 


steer eee | 


' Mr. Speaker: Please make some constructive suggestions. 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: Sir, L am not making any personal 
reference. I am only conveying a piece of good news to the House. 


Sir, I wanted to say that I have been returned from Ballabgarh 
constituency. “When the development work started, this territory was 
also included in the development scheme. But now I learn that our 
hoti.’ Minister who belongs to some other district wants to transfer 
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this development programme to his own district and thereby abandon 
the previous scheme. Ballabgarh is a place where there is no road, 
no school and to, crown all, there exist nò arrangements for drinking 
adi water even. A similar state of affairs exists in Gurgaon District as 
well. Sir, I want to convey to the hon. Chief Minister through you, 
that whereas he is devoting much time and attention tothe matter 
of increasing the number of Ministers, he should also pay some heed 
towards the distressed people who have no means-or resources to keep 
their body and soul together. For instance, Faridabad has a small 
population of forty thousand andcut ofthat noless than five thous- 
and people are sitting idle for want of any work. In this connection I 
mæ may inform the House and through you Sir, the Chief Minister that 
some of them are thinking of committing suicide while it is just 
possible that the others may rise in a rebellion against the Government., 
They have neither been allotted any lands nor has any loan been 


advanced to them. 


I may further submit that I am an honest and frank admirer 
of His Excellency the Governor, In the Address it has been pointed out 
that in some cases elections to local bodies have not been held for the 
last sixteen years. Why not celebrate the silver Jubilee by postpon- 

» ing them for a few years more ! (Laughter). m Dae, 


How gratifying it is that the plans of Chandigarh which Ch. 


Lehri Singh used to show have not been completed as yet. Some time 
back our Prime Minister Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru visited Chandi- 
garh and I also happened to go there at that time. Our Chief 
Minister who was once deadly opposed to this Capital Project seems 
to be in its favour now. For the last 4} years itis being dinned into 
our ears that a new capital is being constructed for Punjab but onr 
Government has not been able to make any headway in the actual 
construction work. The business magnates and lawyer community 

° of the province have shifted to other places and thus in a way the 
į whole economy of the province has been shattered 


Tit 
X 


` Shri Ram Parkash: (Molana) (Hindi): Sir, I have gone 
through the Address of His Excellency the Governor, but I 
do not find anything special in it. The proportion of representation 
in services fixed for the Scheduled Castes is not being 
implemented, Not a single higħ post has been given to the Harijans 
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| on 
[Shri Ram Parkash] 
‘ None of the members of our community holds any executive job in 
tho Police Department. Amongst the thirteen Deputy Commissioners maT 


at present working in the province not a single one belongs to our 
` community. After all what is the use of making any reservation if 
- we are not to be given our due rights ? For instance Jet me take the 
~ case of the Upper House, Out of the total number of forty Members 

in the Legislative Council not a single person represents us. I would 
` request that in future no vacancies shouid be filled till the question 

of reservation of posts for the Scheduled Castes has been decided by 
` the Government. PENE 


‘Then, Sir, the hon. Minister referred to the question of „onsoli- 
dation of holdings. My submission is that the Consolidation of 
Holdings Department has given inferior land to the Harijans. The 
Government should als» make proper arrangements for the supply of 
other necessaries of life in the rural areas. 


Then, we have a grouse against the police officers because when 
they go for making any enquiry in the villages they maltreat the 
! ' Harijans at the instigation of communal-minded persons. When we 
| make any complaint against them to the Superintendent of Police or 
3 to the hon. Ministers then they depute the very officers for enquiry y 
against whom the complaint has been lodged, with the result that the 
matter is shelved and our grievances remain unredressed I would, 
- therefore, urge upon the Government to look to the interests of 
Harijans so that they may be able to pass their life peacefully. 


Sardar Mukhtiar Singh: (Moga-Dharamkot) (Punjabr;: 
Sir, I have not formed any happy impression about the inangural 
Address of His Excellency the Governor that he has delivered to the -_ å 
Legislature. While expressing deep sympathy with the poor, I think, ' 
he has shed only crocodile tears. In fact the Government has done 
nothing to alleviate the distress of the poor. Moreover, I may 


submit that he has not made any mention in his Address that the 3 A 
criminal tribes will no longer remain as such after the attainment of 

| independence. Yor instance, Burias who have been declared as a 
‘Criminal Tribe should not have this stigma on them forever. If, ar 


however, any person belonging to the criminal tribes is guilty of the 
ccmmission of any offence he must be punished. 


Then, Sir, His Excellency the Governor has remarked in his 
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Address that promotion in services will be on the basis of merit and no 
considerations of caste or community will be allowed to influence 
ee decisions. It means that ruralites can only get promotion if they can 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the urbanites. I wish that the 
Government hd also provided equal facilities for education in villages 
asin towns. In the absence of such facilities the Government must 
give some concession to the young men belonging to rural areas in the 
matter of recruitment in Government services. Similarly, Harijans 
are ignored on the ground that they do not possess high educational 
qualifications. But I would request the Government not to insist 
ose upon high qualifications in the case of Harijans so that they may be 
= able to get their full share in the services. My friends have told me 
that the Government think that it has done a great favour to the 
Harijans by including one Harijan in the Cabinet. But I would say 
that the Harijan member who has been taken in the Cabinet is only 
a tool (Chameha) and has no potential voice in the Government. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member has no right to pass these 
remarks against the hon. Minister, The word ‘Chamcha’ is unpar- 


_ hamentary. 


Sardar “Mukhtiar Singh: Sir, I withdraw these remarks, 
Then, Sir, His Excellency the Governor has remarked in his Address 
that his Government feels very strongly that justice should be done ‘to 
all people. , But I shall welcome the day when Harijans also begin to 
feel that they are in a position to obtain substantial justice from the 
Government. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: (Ambala City) (Hindi): Sir, I have 

i risen to support the motion of thanks sponsored by my hon. Friend 
Shri Sher Singh to the inaugural Address delivered by His Excellency 

- the Governor. I have heard the speeches delivered from the 
Opposition Benches in which the hon. Members have made allegations 

™ of serious irregularities in the conduct of elections against the Govern- 
ment. I admit and support their point of view that irregularities 

| were committed. But who committed these irregularities? I can cite 

* t a number of instances where unfair means were employed by the 
parties other than the Congress. The persons who accuse the Congress 

~ * iof committing, these irregularities must know that in fact the fault 
lies at their door. „Then, Sir, I would say that His Excellency the 
Governor deserves our thanks for the policy and programme of hi? 
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_ [Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan] : 

_ Government that he has outlined in his Address. The speech of the 

_ hon. Minister for Development is illuminating on this point. I would 
draw the attention of the hon. Ministers that they should give their 
serious thought tothe problems of the displaced persons and take 

_ some practical steps for giving them the much-needed relief. The 
word ‘displaced person’ includes all persons whether Hindus, Sikhs, 
Musiims or Christians who migrated from West Pakistan with the inten 
tion of settling here. It also includes the Muslims displaced forcibly | 
during the disturbances of 1947, who ran away to and remained in other 
parts of India but did not go to Pakistan So far as the Governor’s Add- 

. ress is concerned, it has clearly shown the achievements made by the 

- Government in different spheres of its activities. I wonder why after 

- the speech of the hon. Minister for Development the Opposition 
Party has not spoken a word of thanks for the well admitted achieve- 


ments for which the Gowernment deserves credit. 


Sardar Sh'b Singh (Rani 1) (Punjabi): Sir, I was glad to hear His 
Excellency the Sovernor’s Address, the other day. I know that many 
schemes have been formulated by the Government for the develəp- 

_ ment of the State but L wonder why those schemes are not put into 
_ praciice. May I ask the Government what has become of the Gaon 
Panchayat Bill? It has not been passed by tne Government so far. 
The Government has not prepared any scheme to irrigate that area 
of land in Gurdaspur district where water supply is scarce. I may 
submit that the pinch of scarcity of water is being keenly felt there. 
Then no arrangement has been made by the Government to provide 
‘electricity to this district. Not only this. There is the pressing 
need for the opening of a college in this district but the pity of it is 
- that the Governmet has not taken any steps in this direction. 


As a matter of fact whenever a request for opening a college 
is made, the m tter is deferred tiil the next year, I had made a 
suggestion that if new building for a college could not be constructed 


the Government High School mi-ht be closed and a college started in 


its building. Since there were two more high schools functioning in E 
the town of Gurdaspur, the closing of Government school would not ° 
‘ make much difference. Even this suggestion has been ignored and . 

no college has been open'd. I hope this matter will receive due 
consideration at the hands of Government. Then I would request 
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that this district should not be excluded from the scheme of 
co-operative farming. 


Well, Sir, complaints have been made that some parties were 
not treated fairly by the Government during elections. I was a 
Congress candidate and have been returned to this Assembly on 
< Congress ticket. Do you know, Sir, howI was treated? I had to 
face the opposition of 99 per cent of the Government officials of my 
district—the Thanedar, the officials of Labour and Publicity 
Department, and.the employees of the District Board, teachers and 
clerks and so on. Every one of them left no stone unturned to 
secure my defeat and all this was done because the President of the 
State Congress did not want me to succeed. 


Mr. Sp:aker : The hon. Member’s time is over. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht (Hassanpur) (Hindi) : Sir, I have risen 
to support the Motion of Thanks moved by Chaudhri Sher Singh but I 
cannot help inviting Government’s attention to a few important matters 
Along with the questions of rehabilitation of displaced persons from 
West Punjab the rehabilitation of Meos living in Gurgaon district also 
needs sympathetic consideration. Some of them are thinking of 
i migrating to Pakistan very soon if they are not given any land to till. 
If things come to such a pass, they will have serious repercussions on 
Indo-Pakistan relations and then we who are never tired of profess- 
ing to be a secular State, will be put in an awkward position in the 
eyes ol the world. The Government should devise some method to 
allot land to all those Meos who are not included in the census—be 
it through an affidavit or certification by some officer or M. L.A. or 


~ a Minister. 


Then, I have to point out with great regret that District 
Gurgaon does not figure in any of the plans or projects in hand or 
likely to be taken in hand in the near future. From what Chaudhri 
Lahri Singh has stated it appears that Government has no programme 
of construction of roads for this district. Nor isit likely to receive 
° water from Bhakra. We had hoped that this district might be benefi- 

ted by some rural community project but now we learn that Sonepat 
j is to have priority in this matter. I would urge that this project 
must be provided to Gurgaon also. Besides, when so much is being done 
for Faridabad township why should the surroandin g areas of Ballabh- 
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(Sbri Dharam Vir Vasisht) 
garh Tehsil be denied the benefits of planning and ordinary amenities 
like water supply and electricity? 


In the end I would suggest an all-round planning for this State 
and a set programme for every scheme, be it related to land reforms, 
transport or nationalization of text-books. 


Shri Ram Kishan (Jullundur City North West) (Hindi): Sir, I 
have risen to support the Motion of Thanks moved by Chaudhri Sher 
Singh. While giving due credit to the Governor for clearly mention- 
ing the policies of his Government in regard to all major and minor 
problems facing the State, I think I should avail of this opportunity to 
invite the pointed attention of the Government, through you, Sir, to a 
few matters of comparatively greater importance. The Father of the 
Nation, the late-lamented Mahatma Gandhi, used to say that dimo- 
cracy can mean little until the glow of freedom is felt by the common 
man. It is all right to give the common man through adult franchise 
a political status and a voice in the making of the Government but 
to make him feel the true glow of freedom, his social and economic 
standard would have to be considerably raised. I am glad to say that 
schemes, both long-term and short term, with an eye to amelioratioo 
of the lot of the common man, have found a prominent place in His 
Excellency’s Address, For instance, take Bhakra and Nangal projects. 
It is a matter for gr: tification that at not avery distant future the 
vision of Bhakra which seemed no more than a dream ia 1308 would 
become an accomplished fact and a concrete reality. 


Then, Sir, who is not aware of the conditions prevailing in rural 
areas of our State today ? Out of the 16 thousand villages in our 
state theie are hardly 38 in ten thousand villages which are at present 
beiag provided with electric energy. With the completion of the 
Bhakra-Nangal Projects, we hope to have at our disposal 40.),°00 
k, w. of electric power i.e. ten times the power being generated at 
present in the whole of the State. So what I want to urge is that 
distribution of this energy should be so planned as to give a fair share 
` to the rural areas along with towns. 


There can be no objection to the nationalization of community 
services like electricity, provided it results in increased amenities 
to the public. People of Jullundur have had a very bitter experience 
of nationalization of electric supply. The Government took ovei the 
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electric supply company in its own hands from the tariff point of view 
but for the man in the street it has come to mean enhancement 
of electric charges from 33 anmas to 5 annas per unit. I wonder 
what appeal can the slogan of nationalization have for such 
people ! | 


The picture of Panchayat Raj with the common man as its 
fulcrum as visualized in the Governor’s Address is all very good. 
Regarding Gaon Panchayat Bill which originated in the regime of the 
previous Ministry, we should make it a point to enact this beneficial 
legislation in the coming Budget session and to commemorate the next 
birthday anniveisary of Mahatmaji by enforcing it all over the State 
on that auspicious day (2nd October). (Cheera) 


I am glad to know that the Government is anxious to root out 
corruption and to improve the tone of the day-to-day administration. 
But I feel very strongly that so long as this Congress Government 
does not honour the pledge given at the Karachi session of the All 
India Congress and reiterated in the directive principles of State 
policy incorporated in the Constitution of India, I mean the promise 
of separating judiciary from the executive, it will not be possible to 
bring about the desired efficiency and improvement in the administra» 
tive machinery. l 


In the end I request the Government to remove all the legiti- 
mate grievances of beoparis and petty shopkeepers in regard to the 
operation of the Sales Tax Act and the rules governing weights and 
measures. 


Shri Babu ye] (Sohna) (Hindi, ; Sir, Ihave risen to thank 
His Exceliency the Governor for his Address. He ought to be 
congratulated most heartily for having made it possiblo for the 
elections to be held in a free, fair and peaceful manner, the like of 
which it is difficult to find in any country of the world. 
(Cheers) 


However, I regret to point out that some important matters 
have not been touched upon in the Address. For instance, there is 
the problems of nomadic tribes such as ‘kanjar’, ‘bhubhaliye’ etc. 
who are seen going from place to place with all their bag and b-ggage, 
It is a common sight in the Haryana districts. These poor people 
are great patriots and have suffered owing to their ingrained love 
for their country. For their living they are dependent upon 
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some "cottage industry or manual labour as agricultural 
labourers. E 


It may be stated that it is these people who lost their every 
thing for the freedom of their country. Again, Sir, it is these 
nomadic tribes who are at present known over as ‘‘Bhubhaliye” who y 
in the course of their fight for freedom had taken pledges in the open 
public to the effect that they would not rest till they had succeeded 
in hoisting their national flag over the Red Fort of Delhi. 


Mr. Speaker: May I draw the attention of the hon. Member 


to the fact that these things have nothing to do with the Governor’s 
Address. 


Shri Babu Dyal: Another point that His Excellency has 
mentioned in his Address is that no work of reformation or uplift 
will deserve appreciation unless the public derives benefit out of it 
in the real sense of the word. I, therefore, submit that the sufferings 
and distress of the common. man should be removed as carly as 
possible by the Government. I have serious apprehensions that all 
these consoltions and encouragement in the form of schemes which 
find place in the Governor's Address for the uplift of common man, will 
remain pious wishes and will never be given a practical shape to. 


q 


Then, so many incidents are happening in my district that one 
can say that anarchy is prevailing there. Very recently a youth i 
| 
WaS ian 554s 


Mr, Speaker: Th’s is not a court of Law. No reference to 
individuals may be made. I would ask the hon. Member to please sit 
down, 


Master Daulat Ram: (Kaithal) (indi): Sir, I would like to 
make a few observations in regard to the motion now before the e 
House. If the elections of the Local Bodies are not conducted this : 
year, that will affect adversely the functioning of the present Govern- 
' ment, as far as the welfare of the general masses is concerned. In > 
my opinion these elections should be completed by August nex’. ° 


The next point concerns the primary education. This scheme 
should not include only the school going boys and girls but adults as 
well, In other words the adults should also be allowed to benefit 
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themselves from free education. Illiteracy should be liquidated from 

the entire society. Then, Sir, téachers should be givena minimnm 

noa salary of Rs. 100/- p. m. It goes without saying that the teacher and 
the soldier stand the highest. Unless a teacher’s prestige and 
freedom are upheld, these schemes will not bring any useful results, 
Since the time at my disposal is very short, I would wind up my 

i speech with the remarks that expeditious steps should be taken to 
complete the work of nationalisation cf Text-Books, 


Pt. Bhagat Rim (Haripur) (Hinii): Sir, I wish to put some 

ï suggestions before you in connection with the Governor’s Address. 
The first point that strikes me very much relates to the people who: 

rendered great services to the nation in the struggle for Independence, 

and thousands of those families who sacrificed their all-at the time 

of the great political ferment in the country. It has been mentioned 

that the Government have fixed pensions for their families and that a 

provision of Rs. 20,900/- or 50,009/- has been made ia the Budget for 
that purpose. I feel pained to se: that the people who were responsi - - 

ble for handing over the Punjab of Maharaja Ranjit singh -to~the 
foreigners, the persons who have been conspiring against their own ` 

countrymen and have been disloyal to our country, are still possessing 

” Jagirs anå leading a life of luxury while our patriots die of starva- 
tion. I would urge upon the Government to put an end to the . 
institution of Jagirs. Jagirdars are out of tune with the present time- 

and they should Le treated at par with the common man. A common 
man under the Constitution of India is entitled to the same rights as — 

are enjoyed-by a Jagirdar, | | 


Then, Sir, it has teen mentioned in the Address that the Text- 

= Books would be nationalised. But, I am looking forward to the day 
when nationalization of education would take place. In- this connec- 

tion I may point out that every year. 40,000 to 50,000 boys and girls 

come out of colleges and schools and add to the number of unemployed 

° -= in the country. The education imparted at present in our schools 
and colleges is such that it makes our children ‘half Bater and half 

Titar’ i. e, it makes them half Indians and half. Europeans» Obviously 


e the present system of education is defective. The result is that our 
, children neither succeed at home nor outside in the discharge of their 
j duties. You will agree with me, Sir, that we fought the battle of 


fréedom in order to reform our progeny and give them 'such education 
as would make them self-supporting. But on the contrary they 
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contribute something to unemployment, every „year. 1 am, therefore, / 

of the opinion that if the Government fails to take any effective steps” e 
in bringing about a reform in.ọur system of education, then it is bound 


to spell disaster to the nation as a whole. 
__ Mr, Spaaker,: The hon. Member’s time is over. Y 


Shri Bhagat Ram: I shall be grateful, Sir, if I am permitted 
to speak for another minute. 


Mr. Speaker: I am sorry, I have to conduct the proceedings S 
according to schedule and now,, I call :upon Shri Rizak Ram to 
speak. If-Shri Rizak Ram. is. not , Present, let Shri Niranjan Dass 


Dhiman speak. 


Shri Niranjan Dass Dhiman (Phillau:) (Hindi): Sir, I rise to 
support. the Motion of -thanks on the. Address of the Governor, 
moved by Shri Sher. Singh. I am grateful, to His. Excellency for 
having delivered the Address. to. the House, and congratulate him, 
through: you, Sir, for. the manner. and spirit in which the general 
elections were , conducted, Then I falicitate the. Government. for its 
prop sed Nationalization of Transport and Books I am pleased to y 
learn the establishment of the Industrial. Fmance Corporation in the 
State. I feel confident that the establishment of such a corporation 
would be a great step forward to improve the lot of industries in the 
State. In spite of the fact that ours is a class ‘A’ State it is regretted 
that in the past no banking facilities existed here. Now of course,this 
‘corporation’ would go a long way in rehabilitating our displaced 


industries. - 


Whereas, I congratulate the Government for its grand policies, 
I cannot help inviting its attention torwards the large funds that 
have been allocated under. the “5 year plan” for the dissemination 
of educa.ion among the masses, particularily in the countryside. i 
Recently it appeared in one of the newspapers that in the Amritsar 
district. as many as 4,00) students who had received primary education- 
were unable to get admission into the schools for higher education 
owing to lack of proper and adequate arrangements fur this purpose. °° 
It pains us a lot tọ know that our sons and daughters—the future © + 
hopes of free India-have been. depsived. of thei, fundamental rights. 
Now, Sir, we strongly advocate the case of promoting literacy amongst 
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the masses and make a demand for the introduction of .adult educa 
tion but all this talk means nothing when we find that no adequate 
arrangements exist for the primary education of our children. I, therefore,, 
request this popular Government to take immediate steps to open as 

many schools as possible to meet the growing demand in the rural as 

well as urban areas, 


The second point to which I would like to refer is the Grow More. 
Food scheme. This campaign, I am sure, can never bring out ,any 
good results until the irrigation facilities are freely provided to the , 
zamindars. Then there is a lot of corruption prevailing in the 
Electricity Department. I do not know the plight of the areas where 
electricity cannot be provided easily but my hon. Friends can well 
imagine the difficulties experienced by the people of my Constituency, 
where despite the fact that electricity is produced in the area, the 
people are being denied this amenity. The red-tapism prevailing in 
the department there, is so acute that it surpasses the extent to which 
it is rampant anywhere else, The people do not get any reply ta their 
queries even after the expiry of a period of 14 years. Even if a reply., 
is reçeived from the department it contains such conditions | for the 
supply of electricity as are difficult for a common manto comply with. ’ 
I feel that in this way the fair name of the Government i is being , 
tarnished and I would suggest that. effective steps be | taken. to 
impress upon the officers the desirability of improving | the. standard , 
of administration in that Part of the State. 


Shri Kesho Dass (Pathankot) (Hindi). Sir, the Address which His 
Excellancy the Governor has been pleased to deliver, no doubt, 
contains references to many urgent problems confronting the State, 
but I wish to make some amendments in the motion of shanks i 
moved by Professor Sher Singh. 


Mr, Speaker! No amendments are allowed at this stage. The : 
hon. Member can make suggestions only. o 


Shri Kesho Dass : Very well, Sir. The first thing that I want 
to point out to the House is that the tenants should be provided with 
adequate security by the Government. The Tenants ‘Security of - 
Tenure) Act should apply both to the rural as well as urban areas 
alike. It has been found since 1938 that the condition of labourer- 
and tenants has been gradually deteriorating. Now a popular governs 
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ment like ours is in power, it is high time that further deterioration was 
checked without any delay. 


Then, Sir, I welcome Government’s decision to adopt a policy of 
nationalisation in the matter of text books and transport and I would 
request the Government to implement it without any loss of time. 1 hope 
that this would bring a good deal of income to the State which would 
go along way to help solve many of the pressing problems which 
cannot, at present, be dealt with for want of money. 


Then, I am constrained to remark that corruption is sevan in 
eyery sphere of administration. This is perhaps, due to a wide dis- 
parity existing -in the salaries of various classes of Government 
servants. I hope that Government’s drive to eradicate corruption 
will surely bring good results if this disparity is reduced to the 
minimum. | 


Mr. Speaker: I would now ask the mover of the motion to give 
the reply. | | 

l Shri Sher Singh (Jhajjar) (Hindi) : Sir, after hearing the debate 
on the motion, I find that some hon. Members have offered severe 
criticism of the policies announced by the Governor in his Address. 
Many of the speeches of the hon. Members called for replies from the 
hon “Ministers concerned and were duly replied. I would, however, make 
a few observations in defence of the main policies outlined in the 
Address. i 


. Well, Sir, ach of the c criticism voiced - the Opposition relates 
to the general elections. It is alleged that the elections were not 
held in fair and free manner and that many irregularities were commi- 
tted in conducting them. One of my hon. Friends went to the 
extent of saying that ma: y person; were detained on account of their 
political leanings towards a particular party. I want to tell all coa- 
cerned that no person was detained on any political considerations. 
The aim of the Government was only to keep violent activities of 
certain people in check and thus maintain law and order in the State. 
The House will agree with me that no Government can ever tolerate 


any breach of peace. (interruptions), 
- An hon, Member: With your permission, Sir, I may tell the 


House that no detenu had got any alignment with any political | 


party 
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Mr. Speaker: All the detenus have now been released. 


Shri Sher Singh: Then, Sir, objection has been taken by a 
member of the Opposition against the remarks of the Amer can 
observer regarding elections in India. The hon. Member is not 
prepared to attach any importance to that appreciative mention, 
But I think that had soms observations been made by some body in 
Russia the hon Member would have jumped at it and exploited it, 
(interruptions) I am just making a reference to the fundamental 
policy of our country Asa matterof fact we are not against any 
ideology, nor are we on unfriendly terms with any country; we 
welcome their appreciation and criticism alike Both Russia and 
America aie our friends. We respect their valuable opinion but we 
have no business to attack or comment upon the policies pursued 


by them. (Interruptions). 
Mr. Speaker : I would request the hon, Member not to raise any 
Controversial point | 


Shri Sher Singh: Well, Sir, I feel that the elections have been 
free nd fair. The other point raised by some of the hon. Members 
was in respect to the policy of nationalisation of Motor Transport. 
Undoubtedly nationalisation will bring more money to the Government 
coffers and consequently the Government will be in a position to 
allocate more funds for the beneficent departments. Besides, the 
Government will be honour bound to provide more facilities to the 
travelling people in view of tke increased income resulting 
from the nationalisation of motor transport. Only recently the Indian 
Koad Congress announced, its decision to request the Government 
to nationalise the transport and thus make up the deficiency by 
providing roads in the rural areas. In view of this recommendation, 
nat’onalisation of motor transport becomes all the more necessary. 
Now about education I wish to submit that Primary Education 
must be free and compulsory. In this connection, I may suggest 
that the Government will not have to undergo heavy expenditure. 
on this account if the double shift system, as introduced by the 
Madras Government, is put into practice here. According to this 
system the teachers can teach double the number of students. 
by taking one group in the morning and another iu the eveLing 
and yet no additional expenditure would be incurred. I would 
request the Government to give its careful consideration to this 
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scheme and try to introduce it in the State. Then my hon. Friends 
who spoke on the Address, said. some other things also, but they 
did not relate to matters of policy. The only points relating to 
policy were Primary Education, Nationalisation of Motor Transport 


- Elections etc., and I have tried to deal with them. No other objec- 


tion was raised on the Address and I now appeal to the House to 
pass the motion of thanks, 


Chief Minister: (The hon. Shri Bhim Sep Sachar). (Hindi) 
Mr. Speaker, The objections raised on the Address of the 
„Governor have been expressed from different points of view. But 
at this stage, I may not in a position to fully answer all the 


_ objections that have been raised during the course of the discussion 
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but I want to make it clear that any criticism made on the iloor of 
tue House hus been taken note of and will- be considered sympath- 
etically. Before I clarify the position in regard to the status 


, of the Governor, I feel it necessary to refer te the policy enunciated 


by me, as Leader of the House, in the Address of the Governor. 
Mr. Speaker, you know that ours is a democratic Constitution. This 
is a-magnificent Constitution that we have placed before the world. 
In a democratic Constitution there is always a constitutional head 


_who is also the head of the State. He is always above politics. If we 


look through the pages of the history of the world, we will find 


;that in democratic institutions the head of the State addresses the 
-Legislature. So when we work on democratic lines, we should show 


‘due respect to the Legislative set-up under this constitution. I am 
sorry that some ot the hon. Members of this House considered it fit 


not to show any respect to the Address of the Governor or even to 
the aa 


Mr. Speaker, I have told my Friends opposite in a private 
talk that under a democratic Constitution it is not tor the Governor to 
form a Governmen: cr associate with it. Now, Sir, the demonstra 
tion staged by the members of the Opposition has thrown a challenge 
to the very Constitution by virtue of which this House has come 
into existence. When His Excellency the Governor entered the 
Assembly Chamber, they made a demonstration against the Governor 
and walked out. It is very likely that the Address might have 
contained something unpalatable to my hon. Friends But as I have 
pointed out alréady, the Governor is never associated with the Address. 
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I have taken some time of the House, because I feel that we should 
make it quite clear as to what sort of Government we want to have 
—Government of the people or any other Government. After 
perusing our Constitution nobody can say that it is not a 
democratic Constitution. Under this Constitution the head of 
the State cannot be dragged into politics since he is the constitutional 
head, he cannot dabble in party politics. He has no opinion of his 
own. Anyhow let the past bury its hatchet and I hope the House 


w li maintain its fine traditions. 
Sardar Gopal Singh: Has your party never walked out ? 


Minister For Development: Not after the attainment of 
independence. 


Sardar Sarup Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. The implica- 
tion is unparliamentary. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: If his party walks out then that act 
is full of dignity. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Chief Minister need not be disturbed. 
He should continue with his speech. 


Chief Minister: Mr. Speaker,I was submitting that there 
is no scope for such happenings in any democratic country in the 
world. 


Then again, Sir, my hon. Friends occupying the Opposition 
Berches have contended that ` His Excellency was most 
discourteous to them ashe did not accede to their request for an 
interview. 


Mr. Speaker: May I request the hon. Chief Minister not to 
discuss such matters now, as 1 think this will invite more interruptions, 
Please confine your observations to the Governor’s Address. 


Chief Minister: Mr. Speaker, I want to explain the policy 
of the Government with regard to certain points raised by the hon 
Members opposite in the course of their speeches. In fact the policy 
of the Government is crystal clear and an endeavour was made to throw 
some light on these points in the Address delivered by His Excellency 
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I do not say that the conditions obtaining at present in the 
State are quite satisfactory. I do not say that the people are quite 
satisfied with the present State of affairs. I do not say 
that people are free from trials or tribulations. I do not say 
that they have no ‘grievances to place before the Government. 
Again I do not say that there is nothing wrong with the 


services and that the services on the whole are functioning 
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most efficiently. Ido not say that there is a sutficient number 
of schools and hospitals and a net-work of roads in the State to 
meet the demands of the people. Last but not the least, I do not 
say that there is no unemployment in the State. I admit that we 
have not made any mention of such things in the Address delivered 


by. His Exc Hency the Governor. After all we have been arked to 


assume the reins of Government which was being run by foreigners 
for about a century, As a result of this thraldom, the conditions 
obtaining at present in our State are that people are ill-clothed ill-fed 
ani uncared for. Since we have assumed cfiice, we have to handle 
the situation and devise ways and means to improve the conditions. 


‘Now the hon. Members should sce as to what is that policy which 


has been adopted by the Governmeit in dealing with the va ious 
problems that confront it. That polic; has already been mentioned 
at length in the Address. I may tell the hon. Members tl:rough 
you, Sir, that Government is determined to change the old policy 
of approache , requests and repeated requests made by the people 
to the Government for meeting their various legitimate demands. 
Asa matter of. fact, we want to create in as shirt a period as 
possible such conditions in the ‘State that the people may not 
have to say that such and such thing has not been done for them. 
For instance, we want that people should not get anv opportunity 
to ask the Government ' for opening schools and hospitals and 
construct good roads and’ bridges, but the Government themselves 
must be alive to the needs of the péople and should of its own accord 
take early steps to do the needful. In other words it is the Gov- 
ernment. which must: reslise the needs of the people and make all-out 
efforts to fulfil them and thus not give any opportunity to the people 
to-approach it or such things. In order to achieve all these things, 
Government have devised a policy and through you, Mr Speaker, 
I would like to place that before the House and that is this. 
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We want to give the maximum power to the panchayats in 
villages. or: to ‘a group. of: villages and. to local bodies,in rural areas., 
I: was: really surprised; to. hear, same, hon. Members, say. that, the. 
Government. had; not. done. anything. substantial, for, improving. the, 
lot:af the. ruralites. .Mr. Speaker., permit mẹ to, say that they. are, 
not: right in. making. such. remarks which have no basis at all.. May, 
F know from them whèther. the Bhakra, and Nangal projects, and, 
other development schemes ` are: not. being. implemented for the. 
benefit of the ruralites? It will not be out of place to mention here: 
that so longas we do not improve the condition of the people it? 
would not be possible for us to achieve anything substantial. (Cheers) 
Under the circumstances, we shall have to strain every ‘nervé to’ 
provide education, medical and such other facilities to “the people’ 
living in the rural areas. In fact we haye to devise ways -and means 
for improving the lat of the ruralites, as we do not want to see even a 
single illiterate, ill-fed, ill-clad and uncared for person in the rural 
ateas, We want that a ruralite should not ‘find himself ` lacking 


ip anything. But these things cannot be achieved overnight. These’ 


require time, After all one “has to think twice before taking any 


step in any direction whatsoever, Now what we have to see is as. 
to how jfar we can succeed in implementing the policy framed by 
us. I ao realize that a very heavy responsibility has fallen on the 
shoulders of my ministry. But at the same time I cannot do without : 
saying that so long as the ‘hon. Members of ‘this House do not realize: 
their responsibilities, we cannot achieve’ any success in ‘implementing - 
those schemés. which .we may place -before them from time to time. 
for the betterment of the people, Perhaps the hon. Members will’ 


agree with me that for achieving all this we need time atid money, 
as these things cannot be done overnight. We have. to devise ways E 


and means. for developing the wesources of our State in), the best, l 


possible way. In this connection ‘I would like .to point out that 


the policy of the Government is to take maximum steps -for the . 
welfare of the people living in the rural- areas, Here I take the 


opportunity of appealing to. the hon. Members — ‘that while ’ 
making mention about -the ;ruralites, nno, efforts. whatsoever should. 

be made to raise any question .of -ruralites .versus urbanites, Aiter l 
all why should this question. be raised on the.-floor of,.this., House.: : 
I stated it previously and now I reiterate it or the” floor of: the if 
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House with all the emphasis at my command that towns are built 
for the service of the ruralites. If the urbanites fail to serve the 
ruralities then there is no scope for better conditions of life in the 
urban areas, Perhaps my hon. Friends will remember that the towns 
grow out of the rural areas. In fact it is in the rural areas that such 
places, as factories and mandies are constructed and where consequ- 
ently there is a concentration of population. Such places get 
automatically converted into towns or tonwnships. Under the 
circumstances, I am strongly of the opinion that it does not behove the 
hon. Members to raise such controversial questions on the floor of the 
House as are detrimental to the interests of the people as well as the 
State, So any attempt by interested persons to create anti-urban and 
anti-rural feelings would be discouraged. Such considerations p evailed 
with the old governments as these suited their purpose, When the 
purpose for whom such. distinctions were intended to serve has 
disappeared, why should these be allowed to conitnue? It is the ‘duty 
of any Government worth the name to look to the needs of the poor 
and backward people. A naked and hungry man is sure to prove 
a Source of danger to the peace of the State, Such persons will 
certainly receive due attention of my Government. a 


| Similarly a qu>stion has been raise] that in the services the 
interests of a certain community are not being properly safeguarded. 
It has been alleged that one community is being oppressed while the 
other is being favoured. The hon. Members will have noticed that 
a mention has been made in the Address about recruitment to 
subordinate services in the State. At present, recruitment for posts 
carrying salary above a certain amount is made by the Publi- 
Service Commission. The Government is seriously considering the 
question of entrustin» the work of recruitment of subordinate services 
also to Public *ervice Commission, which has established its reputation in 
the State for its integrity and uprightness. I know that the worst type 
of communalism takes birth among the services. When a person fails 
to get a job or a Government servant feels aggrieved, he gives a 
communal tinge to the whole affair I do not blame the person who 
gives such colour to these things. Æ wish to inform the House, 
through you, Sir, that this Government is determined that the basis of 
recruitment as well as promotion in the services. will be merit and 
merit alone and no communal consideration will be allowed to prevail. 
& invite the hom Members to bring any case .of injustice and 


be 
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discrimination to my notice and I assure them that I shall be prepared 
to appoint a commission or a committee to enquire into that matter. 
This Government is not going to permit anybody to spread the 
virus of communalism in the State. Communal atmosphere will not 
be allowed to be created, 


Then, Sir, instead of examining the schemes and programmes 


of the Government, some hon. Members had complained that parity 


had not been maintained in the present Ministry. What did they 


‘mean by parity? Is it necessary that a certain number of Ministers 


must belong to a particular community? Isit not communalism in 
its naked form? This Government is not going to tolerate such 
things. I am glad that I have taken that decision and have put an 
end to a wrong thing, which had continued for some time, If am 
uot against one community or the other. I love them alike. The 
hon. Members who raised the question of parity wanted that a certain 
number of persons belonging to a particular community -must be 
there in the cabinet. These gentlemen should know that cabinet 
decisions are not made on communal voting. These. decisions have 
always been unanimous and not even in a single case, there had been 
any difference of opinion. If the distribution of porcfolius is examined 


it would be noticed that the most important portfolios are held by 


those who belonged to a community some of whose -members 
complained about parity having been thrown to winds. Those 
gentlemen were performing their duties so well and so honestly that 
they could be depended upon by members of any community for 
doing justice to them, (Cheers). Instead of thinking on these lines 
the hon. Members should work for the ‘progress of the State. We 
have to solve a number. of problems with which we are faced. The 
probl: m before us is not whether a certain person has found a place 
in the Ministry or not, but that the schemes before us should be 
executed with full zeal. The time has come when we must cease to 
think in terms cf narrow communalism. We should devote our 
attention and. energy to the. execution of schemes which we have 


| framed for the economic uplift of the masses... . 


Then, Sir, it was complained that justice had not been done to 
the backward classes among the Sikhs. In this connection we should : 
not forget all that has happened since the end of 1948. I éan say” 
without any fear of contradiction that at one. stage the Sikh leaders 
stated that if Mazhbis,- Ram. Garhias, Kabir Panthis and one more 


class of people were included in the list of scheduled classes, they 


Se ep ; f e 
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-would have no more demands to make. That demand has alfeady 
been accepted., If any hon. Member is not aware of it, I wish” to 
remind him by reading from the statement of Bawa Harkishan Singh, 
Principal, Sikh National College, Qadian and Sardar Bhag Singh, 
Advocate, , Gurdaspur, who were’ the right hand men of Master 
Tara ones Salat ata on stated — 


“The Tadian c onstituent! Anii has accepted . the: recom- 
mendation of the Minorities Advisory Committee concerning electoral 
reservation - for the. Sikh backward classes on Hnes with Hindu 
‘schedyled classes.. ‘This is an act of justice proceeding from 
| sympathetic understanding of:the basis of this demand ‘of the Stkhs 
| _ ‘and the depth of: their. feeling about it. This was demand No. t of 

the Sikhs and touched the tenderest chord in their heart. We should 
be sincerely grateful to. the Constituent. Assembly and the eminent 
leaders of the country, Pandit Jawahar. Lal Nebru and Sardar 
| Vallabhbhai Patel; who have reliéved. the agony in the soul of the Sikhs 
over this matter.. Our thanks. are. particularly due to Sardar 
| ‘Vailabbbhai Patel for -his..vigorously piloting this motion through the 
i Minorities Advisory Committee. and, the Constituent Assembly. The | 
: abolition of : reservaticn . for religious minorities has been supported by : = 
the Sikhs as- an: important. step. towards the evolution -of one 
nationality. in the fuil. confidence that the. ‘majority. community will 
jus’ ify: the tati mee in it rey the minoiities in this connection”. 


E Po A copy ol this idea was sent. With a. covering letter to thie 

_. overpor of .the., Punjab, ‘saying among other things ` that ‘‘the outside 
world may not ‘know it but * te-pdnsible sikhs ‘ahd oir humble selves 
‘are very gratefully | conscious of the great contribution made by Your — = 
Excellency’ ‘towards the solytion. of. the problem of Sikh backward 
wlasses’’. ‘Ut,,,is, therefore, wrong to say that their demand has not : 
‘been met. (interruptions) 


‘Sardar Gopal Singh : Redd “a Auent of Mašter ‘Tara ‘Sine . 
on this subject. (Interruptions), | 
Fe Sea Baiga at 
vari ME» Speaker ; We, ‘have now “réachéd- “the last itém on our + R 


agenda, . that i is, the disposal of amendments” to the’ motion bf’ “thanks, 
Iwill now take up the amendments one ‘by one. T 


. “The following Wcinbérs have expressed their: desire’ to withdraw 
the ‘amendments standing | against théeir'names : : 


F 
i; 

i 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi. 

Shri Badlu Ram. 

Shri Chand Ram Ahlawat, 
Shri Mool Chand. 


Is it the pleasure of the House that the amendments standing 
in the names of these Members be withdrawn ? 


The amendments were by leave withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That at the end of the motion, the following be added :— 
‘but reg-et that 


(a) (i) no mention has been made therein about any steps intended to 
be taken to ameliorate the conditions of the turalites in the 
State; 


in the Stateto ths revenues realised from the rural and urbana 
areas; 


(b} “no proposals have been made therein about ameliorating the 
economic c-nditions of the Harijans and raising their standard of 
liv'ng, 


| (ii) mo steps are suggested for reducing the proportion of expetditure 
j 
| 
i 


(c) no suggestions have been made for stopping the wastage of hides 
| and benes in the state. 
! 
} 


The motion was lost. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is:— 


h o That at the end of the motion, the following be added: — 
| 


but regret that nothing has been done or proposed to be done to fulfil 
the promise held out to the Harijans by the Government, 


The motion was lost. 


P Mr. Speaker; Question is :— 


That at the end of the motion, the following be ad-ed :— 
but regret that-- 


(a) nothing has been dcne or proposed to be done to abolish immediately 


the increase in ths water rates, 30 as to bring it to pre-partition 
level; 
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(b) nothing has been done to abolish the realisation of the sales tax from 
the buyer which is an unnecessary burden of him; 


(c) no steps have been taken or proposed to be taken to move the Govern- 
‘ment offices to the plains without delay; 


(d) the Government has failed to give timely adequate relief to the famine 
stricken areain the Hissar District; ~ 


(e) no step: have -een taken or proposed to be taken to ameliorate the 
conditions of subordin.te services. we 


The motion was lost. a < 


Mr. Speakor : Does the hon. Member, Sardar Achhar Singh 
wish to withdraw his amendment ? 


e 


Sardar Achhar Singh : _ I wish to withdraw only part (b) of my 
amendment» Let part (a) be put to vote. 


"Mr, Speaker; ; Question is— 


That at the end of the niom the follow ng may be added :— 
but regret thatit does not refer to the prevailing cnirtailment of civil 
liberties i in the State; 


The motion was lost. E 4 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That at the end of the motion, the following be added:— 


but regret that Lo steps have been taken to fulfil the promises made to 
the Scheduled Castea from time to time to improve their lot. 


The motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. Member, Sardar Chanan Singh 
want to withdraw his amendment appearing as No. 11 on the list of 
amendments ? 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Yes Sir, I withdraw it. 


~ 


The amendment was by leave withdrawn 


Mr, Speaker: Next amendment stands in the name of Shri o a 
Teg Ram. i y 


Shri Teg Ram: Sir, I wish to withdraw my amendment. 
The amendment was by leave withdrawn. 
Orig al with; 
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| Mr, Speaker: Question is— 


That at the end of the motion, the following be added :— 


-oN 


but regret that the Address fails to iake note of the sem Agen large 
areas of fertile land. GE 


The motion was lost. 
Mr Speaker: Question is— 


That at the end of the motion, the following be added : — 
but regret that— 


(a) nothing has been said in the Addrass to ameliorate the conditions of 
the subordinate se: vices; 


(b) nothing has been said about so!ving the refuges problem. 


After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 


“I think the noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and division was 


claimed. Mr. Speaker, ‘after calling upon those, Members who Supported the 
claim for Division a d those who challenged his decision to rise in their places, 
declared that the division was unnecessarily claimed 


The motion was declared lost. 


At this stage when the Secretary was saying something to the 
hon. Speaker, Sardar Saroop Singh raised a point of order. 


Sardar Saroop Singh: On a point of- order, Can any one 
prompt the Chair ? a 


~ 
ae | 
ed 


Mr. Speaker: I strongly “object to the use of the word 
‘prompting’. It is not a stage acting. The hon. Member should 
know that I am always to be guided and advised by my Secretary. 
“the hon. Member should, therefore, withdraw his remarks. 


: Sardar S Toop Singh: 1 withdraw them, Sir. 


Mr, Speaker: Now amendment No. 15 on. the- list of amend- 


"ments stands in the name of Shri Ranjit Singh ; Does the hon. 


Member withdraw it? 
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i 


MDa a Gu 


Shri Ranjit Singh: Yes, Sir, 1 withdraw it. 


"Pa e . p w 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. i 


ita Sale age 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That at the end cf the motion. the fo'lowing be added:— ~~ 


but regr.t that no definite proposals are made t> better the lot of the 
Scheduled Castes. 


The motion was lost 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That at the end of the motion, the the following be added :— 
but regret that - 


(a) no provision at all is made for the removal of i literacy from among; 
the adult pepulation, 


(b) no mention s made about the development of secondary and higher 
education in the State; . 


(c) no attention whatsoever has been paid for improving the lot of the ~ 
teachers; 


(d) no time limit has been stated for ful'y nationalising the text-books. 


The metion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


3 
3 


That at the end of the motion. the follow ng be added; 


t ut regret thate- 
(a) no assur'nce has been given fcr making an enquiry into the 


allegations of ma] practices in the general electiors; 


(b) no steps ha e been p:oposed for immediate y using fully the 
electricity generated at Joginder Nagar and thus meeting the needs 
of the rursl population and agriculture in the tate; 


(c) no promise has be®n given of conferring prcprietary r.ghts in land on 


refugee landowners at an eariy date nor has a pledge been given » 
to those landowners whose vaild clai s for land hase not yet va 
been met; 

ü ~. 


(d) no assurance has been wiven for compensating displaced persons 
who have abandoned imm vable pioperty both in rural anl 
urban areas; 


Fe 
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(e\ no assuran e has been given te remove the distinction between 
landowner Icanees and non-landowne: loanees in the case of 


ar Government loads; 


(f) no steps have been taken for starting an Agriculture Corporation 
on the lines of tha Industrial Financing Corporation for financing 
agriculture. 


m 
h (g) no intention has been expressed to ac:elerate the pace cf Transport 
Nationaiisation :gainst the pledge for postponing the same for 
three years. 
~ The motion was lost. 
e 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That at the end of the motion, the following be added :— 
but regret that-- 
(a) no steps have been proposed for securing the removal of discrimi- 
nation against the Sikhs in the matter of enumeration of Scheduled 
Castes and otherwise ; 
- (b) nothing has been sa'd regarding the General Elections of S. G. P.C. 
and Local ‘surdwara Committees which are over-due. — 
X, i 
l The motion was lost, 
Mr. Speaker: Question is -- 
That at he end of the motion, the following be adJed :— 
but regret that-- . 
(a) the Government is not taking imme.Jiate steps to natione@lise all the 
2 educational! institutions ; 
(b) nothing has been said about the speeding upof land consolidation ; 
(c) nothing has been said about the liberal issue of arms licences in 
the rucal areas. 
S ; The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker: The following hon. Members have expressed 
' their desire to withdraw the amendments standing in their names :— 
’ 
Shri Rizaq Ram 
° Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat 
Shri Balwant Rai Tayal and 
Shri Mohammad Yasin Khan. 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
Is it the pleasure of the House that the amendments standing 


in the names of these Members be withdrawn ? 
Honourable Members : Yes. 


The amendments were, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker Question is— 
That at the end of the motion, the following be added :— 
but regret that no steps aré indicated therein (i) for bringing about 
radical retrenchment in the top-heavy administration of the State ; 
Ci) for the removal of controls. 


The motion was lost. 


_ Mr, Speaker: After having disposed of the amendments, some 
of which have been withdrawn and others lost I now put the main 
motion before the House. Questi*n is — 

That the Members of this House assembled in this Session are deeply 
gisteful. to His Excellency the Governor for the Address which be has 
been pleased to deliver to both the Houses assembled together. 


The motion was tatried. 


UD er a 2 eee 


The Assembly then adjourned sine die, 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla-4, at 11 a.m, 
of the clock, Mr, Speaker (Dr, Satya Pal) in the Chair, 


_ QUESTION HOUR 


Mr, Speaker: As the hon. Members are aware, the main busi- 


_ hess on te-day’s agenda is the presentation of the Budget Estimates 


for the year 1952-53 by the Finance Minister. Ordinarily, questions 
are the first item on every Ssitting’s agenda. I attach’great value 
to this item and hold the opinion that it should not be suspended 
as far as possible. The position today, however, is such that the 
Finance Minister has, after delivering his Budget speech and present- 
ing the Budget Estimates to this House to be present in the Legis- 
lative Council at 12-3) p.m. Since ft will take him more than an 
hour to finish his business here, he will be getting late for the 
Council in case the question hour is not dispensed with to -day. 
ThereforesI suspend the question hour. | 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: On a point of order, Sir. May I draw 
the attention of the Chair to the fact that the question hour cannot 
be dispensed with, without a regular motion being put before the 


House ? 


Mr. Speaker: Under Rule 35 ofthe Rules of Procedure and 


Conduct of Business in the Punjab Legislative Assembly the Speaker 


can dispense with the question hour andin exercise of that power 
I have dispensed with the question hour today. Ido not come un- 


informed. 
; oo 


ne aime somo, shan 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 


Grose cme eee cose 


T. A. DRAWN BY GAZETTED OFFICERS IN THE STATE. 


50, Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat: Will the Chief Minister be 
pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing the total amount of 


travelling allowance received by each Gazetted Officer in the State 
during the year 1951-52 ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The time and expense involved in 
¢ollectin the information would not be commensurate with the - 
advantageg likely to accrue from it. 


T. A. PAID TO NON-GAZETTED GOVERNMENT. 
SERVANTS IN THE STATE j 


51, Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat : Will the Chief Minister be pleas- 
ed to state the tetal amount paid as Travelling Allowance to all à 
the Non-Gazetted Government Servants in the State during the 
year 1951-52 ? 


j : \ K aT 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: As the time and expenditure to be 
spent in collecting the information asked for will be too great, it 
will not be commensurate with the advantage to accrue from it. 


Pr amarae Seta ee a 


TRACTORS. 
52. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister tor Development be Ņ./ 
pleased to state :— 
7 (N 
(a) the number of tractors registered in the whole of Punjab 
and in Fazilka Tehsil separately in each year from the Ist P 
of January 1948 to the 30th April, 1952: = $ 


(b) the number of tractors*purchased by the Government and 
the public separately during the period from lst January 
1948 to 30th April, 1952 ; 
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(c) the area of land cultivated with the help of these tractors 
in each of the above mentioned years ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: The reply to this question is not 
yet ready, it will be supplied to the member when ready. | 


a ER, SERRE SES 


TENANTS EJECTED FROM LANDS UNDER ` 
TRACTOR CULTIVATION. 
53 Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be 
Pleased to state the total number of tenants ejected from lands under 


tractor culgivation in the state during the period from the ist Jan- 
uary, 1948 to the 30th April, 1952 ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: The reply to this question is not 
yet ready, it will be supplied to the member when ready. 


—— One ear eee 


CULTIVATION OF LAND BY TENANTS IN THE STATE 


54. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state the number of tenants in the State on the Ist of 
January, 1948 and the 30th of April 1952, respectively, together with 
the area of land cultivated by them on the aforesaid dates ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : The reply to this question is 
not yet ready it will be supplied to the member when ready. — 


SEER RD EEEE 


EJECTMENT OF TENANTS. 
55, Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be pl- 
eased to State the number of tenants ejected by process of Law in 
the State and Tehsil Fazilka separately in each year from 15th Nov- 


ember, 1947 to 3lst May, 1952 ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


J Period No. of ejectments. 


(1) 1-10-47 to 30-9-48 2 oe * Je 
(2) 1-10-48 to 30-9-49 7 m 102 
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(Minister For Development) 


` : > 
(3) 1-10- 49 to 30. 9. 50 CO E a 169 1 
{4) 1-10-50 to 30-9-51 sa aes 212 


(5) 1-10-51 to 31-5-52 ies sa 119 
' - CULTIVATION OF LAND BY TRACTORS. 
56. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister för Development i E i. 
pleased to state the expenditure incurred per acre on land cultivat- 
ed with the help of a tractor and that incurred by using a bullock- 
‘plough respectively as well as the average yields per aere of such 
lands in the State ? 
© Sardat Partap Singh Kairon : 
` (1) Charges iar ploughing cultivated land | . 
with tractors y Rs. 9/- pèr acre = 
| (2) Charges for ploughing with Dulocks Rs. 9°84 per acre p 
Yields | i 
(1) Yields by bullock cultivation (barani | 
wheat) = - 6 maunds per acre 
(2)-Yield by bullock cultivation (canal . 
irrigated wheat) eee E 10 maunds per acre 
(3) Yield by bullock cultivation (well | 
irrigated wheat) v sir 12 maunds per acre 


With tractor cultivation the yield is about 25 percent 
higher in each case. 


hat ne a ce 


PERSONS OWNING MORE THAN 50 ACRES LAND IN THE 
STATE. 


57 . Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state the number of persons owning more than 50 acres of 
land in the State on the Ist of January, 1947 and on the 31st of 
January, 1952 respectively ? 
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Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: 
% The required information is not available. 

On 1st January, 1947, the Province was a joint one and the 
figures, if collected, will include the number of Muslim Evacuee 
Landowners. Probably the figures are required only of Indian 
nationals. Figures collected by the Punjab Land Reforms Com- 
mitiee during 1951 show that there were 59,974 Landowners owning 
more than 50 acres. 


—— m ee ge 


~ FARM LABOUR MINIMUM WAGES ENQUIRY 
COMMITTEE. 


58. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Labour be pleased — 
. to state :— 

(a) whether Farm Labour Minimum Wages Enquiry Com- 
mittee set up by the Punjab Government is still functioning or 
has it been dissolved ; 

(b) whether any report was submitted by this Cothmittee to 
the Government ; Mi i 

(c) the efforts made by? Government to ameliorate the 
conditions of the farm labour ? 

Chaudhri Sundar Singh : 


(a) The Tripartite Committee ‘constituted under Section 5(1) 
(a) of the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, has since been dissolved 
after submitting its report. > i 
(b) Yes. A copy of the notification fixing minimum wages 
is nclosed. 
à (c) The enforcement of the minimum wages for farm labour 
is being entrusted to the. Revenue Department of the State, in 
| addition to the Labour Department and this will go a long way 
towards improving the condition of the farm labour. 
a LABOUR AND PRINTING DEPARTMENT 
NOTIFICATION 
| The 12th March, 1951 
a | . 777-L P-51/868. The recommendations of the Commies 
m BORi under section (5) (1) (a) of the Minimum Wages Act 
1948, in respect of Agriculture Labourers having been considered by 
Government, the Governor of the Punjah, in exercise of the powers 
conferred by clause (a) of szbsection (1) of section 3, read with sub- 
section (2) of section 5 of the said Act, is pleased to fix the follow- 
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(Minister for Labour) 


in this State :— 
A 


District 


Ambala (excluding Morni sub-tehsil). 


Simla, Kangra, Dalhousie area of Gurdas- 
pur, Morni sub-tahsil of Ambaia and Una 
Tehsil of Hoshiarpur. 


Amritsar, Jullan-lur, Ferozepore, Ludhiana 
‘Hoshiarpur exc'uding Una Tehsil and 
Gurdaspur excluiling Dalhousie area. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


! District 
Ploughing, Em-! Hissar ) 
banking. Sow- | 1% 
ing, or Manur- | Rohtak | 

ing. Gurgaon 


? Karnal | 
» Ambala (excluding | 
| Morni sub-tehbsil | 2 


| Simla 

Kangra 

+ Ura Tahsil of Hosh- 
| iarpur 


| 
| Dalhousie area of l 
| 
ji 
| 


Gurdaspur 
| Morni sa b-tehsil of 
: \mbala 


| dullundur 

| Amritsar 

Ludhiana 

| Dalhousie area) | 
| Hoshiarpur (exclud- 
ing Una tahsil) 

| Ferozepore 
Transplanting | Kangra 


Other Distric ts 


Weeding... | Hissar 7 
| Rohtak | 
Karnal i 


Ambala (excluding | 
Morni sub-tahsil) j 
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Re 1-8-0 per day; or Re. 1 
per day with meals. 


Gurdaspur (excluding } | Rs. 2 per day: or Rs. 1-8- 0 
per day with meals. 


Rs, 2-8-0 per day; or Rs. 2 
per day with meals. 
Re 0-12-0 per day with. 
meals. 
ks, 1-4.0 per kanal 


Rs. 1-8-0 per day ; or Re. | 
per day with moals, 


ing minimum rates of wages within the meaning of clause (iil) of 
subsection (i) of section 4 of this Act for the Agricultural Labourers 


Attached Labourer—Adult Male (Wholetime servant) 


Minimum wages 


H issar, Rohtak, Gurgaon, Karnal and | Re. 300 a year or Rs. 25 a month with 


meals; or foodgrains of equivalent 
value with meals, 


Rs. 250 a year or Rs. 21 @ month with 
meals ;or foodgrains ef equivalent 
value with meals. 


Rs. 360 a year or Rs. 30 a month with 
meals: or foedgrains of equivalent 
yalue with meals. 


Adult female 


+ | Rs, 2 per day; or Ra. 1-8-0 ‘ie 
per day with meals, 


r 


Re. 0-12-0 per 
day with meals 
] Rs. 1-4-0 per 
kanal 


Re. 1-4-0 per 
day ; or Re -12- 
per chay with 
{ inea ls, 


(14th Jan e, 1952 
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B. Casual labourer employed for specific operations (contd) 


` > ý 
> ai a 
Operation District Adult male Adult female 
Weeding- | Hoshiarpur (exclud ) 
(covtd.) ing Una tahsil) i Rs. 1-8-0 per day ;or Re, 1] Rs. 1-4-0 per 
| Gurdaspur (exclud per day with meals. day; or Re. -12- 
| ing Dalhousie area) J per day with 
. meals, 
Simla ` p) 
R > ; | 
= | Kangra | 
Gurgaon ; 
| Morni sub-tahsil of > | Re. 1 per day. Re. 0-12-0 per 
- i Ambala i day. 
1 Dalhousie area of { 
Gurdaspur l 
Una tahsil of Hosh- | 
iarpur 
Rs. 1-12-0 per day ; or Rs. 1-8-0 per 
Amritsar \ Rs. 144-0 per day with day or Re I per 
- Ludhiana t meals; or Re I per day with meals 
Ferozepore : kanal whatever the or Re 1 per 
{ Jullundur | loca! practice. kanal, whatever 
J the ‘ocal prac- 
tice. 
Trrigation | All districts ... | When irrigation is done ees 
g by means ofa dhinkli 
charsa or dal, Rs. 2 
per day ; or Rs. 1-8;0 
per day with meals. 
When irrigation is done 
g from a canal or bya 
ersian wheel, Re l per 
day with meals. 
Harvesting of | Hissar ... | Rs.2 per day: or Rea. Rs, 1-8-0 per 
wheat 1-8-0 per day with day ;or Rei 
meals; or one bhari of per day with 
= unthreshed wheat plan- meals; or one 
` ts per day in accord- bhari of unth- 
ance with the local j esken wheat 
practice, « plants jer day 
in accordance 
. with the local 
practice. 
e 
"i 
í Other districts i | One bhari of unthres hed Une bhari of un- 
wheat planis per day ; threshed wheat 
+ E i or 5 per cent of the plants per cay; 
x crop harvested in et» or & per cent 
l . . cordance with the local of the crop 
os practice, harvested in 
f accordance 
g j with the local 
l | practice 
Threshing of Hissar ) | Rs. 1-8-0 per day with ie 
wheat. Rohtak p | meals, | 
Gurgaon J 
| Karnal 
| Ambaia 
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[Minister of Labour] 
B. Casual labourer employed for specific operations (contd.) 


aR NT Te a SOS 


"aera SRT SS STO 


Opettion | District Adult male Adnlf femate 


— ae Se ee ee 


| . Threshing of | Simla Rs. 1-8-0 per day ; or - «ue 
| wheat Karnal | Re l per day with . 
| (contd.) Hoshiarpur meals or 4 seers of 
|! Gurdaspur wheat per day with 
meala, in accardince ra 
with the lacal custom. d 
` Jullundur & seerg of wheat pet sve 
Winnowing Ludhiana day. 
Ferozepore sas 
`d Amritsar ae 
| All districts .--.} | One sear of wheat per — 
maund of wheat win- 
onwed, 
To the Jkoka | All districts .. | Rs 1 80 per day with = 


employediin , meals ; or I seer 4 


connection ehatak per maun:l of 
with making gur produced, in acard 
of Gur. ance with the local f 
costom i 
Picking of | All districts — j 1/16th of the knpas 1/16th of thekapas 
cotton | picked ; of Re0O-1-0 picked; or Re | 
l per seer of kapas in 0-1-0 per seer of 
' accordance wiih the kapus in accord- 
local custom ance with the 


local custom . 


NOTES. (1) The number-of E hours per day, and the number and quality 
"of meals to be given to the labourer will be according to locai practice. 
(2) The minimum rates of wages in all these cases shall come into force on Ist 
October, 1951. 


P, M. ISMAIL, 
` Secretary to Government, Punjab 
Health and Local Government Departments. 


SAfeneR spn ee Re 


l No. 7777-L P-51/.869 dated the 12th March, 1951. | 
A copy is forwarded to the Punjab State Supervisor, Agricul- š 
tural Labour Enquiry, Simla-2, for information. 


By order, 
KISHAN CHAND, 


SUPERINTENDENT LABOUR AND PRINTING, 
for Secretary to Goverament, Punjab, 
Health and Local Government Departments. 
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PUNJAB TENANTS (SECURITY OF TENURE) 
AMENDMENT ACT, 1951. 


59. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state :— . 


(a) the number and date of the letter, addressed to the 
officials of the Revenue Department by the Government, contain- 
ing instructions and infermation, in connection with the extension 
of the Punjab Tenants (Security of Tenure) Amendment Act, 
enforced with effect from 24th December, 1951, to all the tenants 
of the State; 


(b) the dates of issuing written or oral instructions to the 
patwaris of vari us districts ; 


(c) whether he is aware of the fact that even after four 
} months of the enforcement of. this Act patwaris had received 
; no official information and on being approached by peasants 
; declared that they had no knowledge regarding any such enact- 


ment ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Karion: 
(a) Letter No. 1206-R-52/705, dated the 3rd March, 1952. 


/ 


(b) Not known. 


j (c) No. The Revenue Assistants were, however, asked to 
explain the provisions of the Act to the Tahsildars, Naib 
Tahsildars, Field Kanungos and Patwaris after collecting 
r them, if necessary, either at Tahsil Headquarters or other suitable 
places, and to report to Government the fact that this has been 
done. The replies received from some of the local officers show 
that these orders were duly complied with. The Government, 
would be grateful if the hon. Member brings to the notice of 

z 7 the Government where the proper information was not conveyed. 


—— meee - ee 


j COMPLETION OF GIRDAWARI IN TEHSIL FAZILKA. 


60. Shri Teg Ram: Wiaillthe Minister for Development be 
pleased to state :— | 
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+ 


(a) the dates of commencement and completion of Girdawari 
of Rabi crop in Tehsil Fazilka this year: 


(b) the period fixed for the revision of Gitdawafi ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that all the Revenue Patwaris of 
Fazilka Tehsil were summoned to Ferozepore in connection with the 
allotment work as soon as they had completed Girdawri, with the 
résult that the tenants were unable to get copies of khasra Girdawri To m 
from Patwaris før satisfying themselves regarding the Girdawri of 
the lands cultivated by them or filing objections against wrong 
entries within time ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon; (a) The Girdawari of Rabi | 
‘crops was commenced in Fazilka Tehsil oa the 11th, March, 1952 and 
was completed by the 10th April, 1952. | 


{b) There is no period fixed for revision of Girdawari. The 
work carried out by the Patwaris is, however, checked by the 
field kanungos and higher revenue authorities during the girdawri a 
period. 


N {c) The Patwaris. were summoned to Ferozepore on ot about 
the 22nd April, 1952 for completion of Rehabilitation work. It 
is true that only ten days were available for the tenants to secure 
Khasra Girdawaris from the Patwaris. I admit this was not a 
sufficient period for the tenants. “ 


$ à pen n 


SUPPLY OF DRINKING WATER IN KHUIAN SARVAR. 


61. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Education be pleas» — 
ed to state :— 

(a) the number of villages under the jurisdiction of Police o s 
Station, Khuian Sarvar having wells of drinking water together 
with the number of such wells which are in working order at 


present ; 


(b) the number of kacha or pucka ‘diggies’ constructed in 
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these villages for collecting carial water for drinking purposes, 
ae which have been licensed by the Canal Department ; 


(c) the arrangements for the supply of water to diggies for 
e . i e 
which no such licénce has been issued ? 


Shri Jagat Narain ; 


(a) The number of villages under the jurisdiction of Police 
Station, Khuian Safvar is 57. There are 82 wells for drinking 


- i water in all these villages. Of these 55 wells are in working order. 
(b) One.» 
(c) No official arrangement exists. 
M. B. HIGH SCHOOL, ABOHAR. 


62. Shri Teg Ram; Will the Minister for Education be pleas- 
ed to state :— 


(a) the number of students on the rolls of the M. B. High 
school, Abohar, on the 15th May, 1952 ; 


(b) the number of classes and their sections in this School 
on the above-mentioned date : 


Íc) the number of class rooms including the office. the 
7 drawing room, the science room etċ., together with the area of 
each room and the seating accommodation for the students there- 

in ; 


- . (d) the number of students of this School who cannot be 


accommodated in rooms at present ; 


(e) the total number of teachers in the School and the 
- number of those who did private tuition work in the year ending 
ef 31st of March, 1952 ? 


Shri Jagat Narain; 


(a) 1,396 


1 
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(b) 10th a i »» 3 Sections, 
Oth » ay en aes 4 Sections. 

i 8th bs oe: at 4 Sections 
7th oes vas TR 4 Sections. 

6th | R us oe 5 Sections» 

Sth Hes sex = 6 Sections. 


(c) Twelve, 
Area of ten rooms (23’ x 22’ each) 
Area of two rooms (24 x 187 each) 
Each room can accommodate 42 boys. Four rooms measuring 
23 x22 are under construction. Provision has also been made for 


the construction of five more rooms in the budget for 1952-53. 
(d) 857. 


(e) Thirty seven. Twenty nine teachers did private tuition 
work. They have been warned. 


+ 


a = 
ene. + 


TUITION WORK DONE BY TEAC HERS OF M. B. HIGH 
SCHOOL ABOHAR. 


63. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state:— 7 


(a) whether the Education Department has framed any rules 


for teachers for doing private tuition work; 


(b) whether itis necessary for teachers to obtain previous 
permission of the Education Department for doing private tuition 
work and adhere to the rules framed by the Department; 


! B | | 
(c) whether any record is kept of the time spent on private 
tuition work done by a teacher; 


(d) the number of tuitions and the monthly income on 
account of tuition work done by the teachers of M. B. High School, 
Abohar ? 


| 
| 


\ 
E ar Tt TA OB DLC LE TST OA 2 atu aay Oe ns en ee 


tre 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (1) 13 
Shri Jagat Narain; 
(a) Yes. 
oe 
(b) Yes. 
(c) Yes. 
(d) Nil. 
REALIZATION OF ABIANA FROM VILLAGE GAMJAL 
e a 64. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state: — | e . e 
(a) the total area of village Gamjal (P. S. Khuian Sarwar) 
situated on the tail of Malukpur branch of Sirhind Canal together 
with the area of this village under canal irrigation and the area of 
barani land; 
(b) the acreage of irrigated land together with the amount of 
Abiana which is realised by the Government on this account; 
(c) the year in which the maximum amount of Abiana was 
realized from this village during the last 25 years together with the 
amount thereof ? l 
Chaudhri Lehri Singh: (a) Total area of village Gamjal is 3,778 
acres out of which canal irrigated is 3,338 acres, and the remaining 
uncommanded area viz. 449 acres is presumably barani area. 
(b) Acreage of irrigation in the year 1951-52 was 431.06 acres 
e". and Abiana was Rs. 2,579/3/- 
e 
(c) Rs. 6,022/1/- on 1,633 acres in 1937-38. 
MARKETING COMMITTEE, ABOHAR. 
65. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be 
me pleased to state :— 7 
a = 
(a) the date and reasons for the suspension of the Marketing 
Committee, Abohar and when it is going to be re-instated; | 
(b) the number of the members of this Committee since its 
establishment: 
Original with; 
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(c) the number of tenants and Harijans amongst them: S 
(d) the annual income of this Committee since its establish- 
ment; ; 
(e) the fands with the Committee at present; 
(£) the amount of money spent by this Committee annually, 
since its establishment, on various items of rural uplift, itemwise ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon, (a) (First Part) Notification regard- 
ing constitution of the Market Committee, Abohar was cancelled on p e 
the llth August, 1951, because the original orders constituting it were OON 
void ab initio, i i | = 
Second part. I am sorry that delay has been caused but it will 
be reconstituted in the near future, 
(b) 16 
(c) Nil. 
{d) Year. incon 
1941-42 (4months). l => 4,594 | 
1942-43 O 17,181 | 
1943-44 i 24,072 x od 
1944-45 on 20,403 
1945-46 as 19,905 
1946-47 | a 16,720 
1947-48 on 6,956 
1948-49 oe 19,443 
1949-50 "e 16,249 
1950-51 ps ssi 20,532 - 
1951-52 47,981 
(e) Cash in hand on 14th June, 1952. Rs.69, 321 
Investments Rs. 55,061 - 
Total:- aoe Rs. 1,24,382 
(£) 1941-42 seis | : Nil Ta 
1942-43 oa Nil a; 
1943-44 43 Nil Oo 
ti lio i Rs. 1,064 


Cost of Radio Set for rural uplift ard collection and dissemination 
of rates of production in other ruling markets. 
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deal with, yet I consider it the duty of the Speaker to give protec- 
‘this building against such demonstrations on the part of any party or 
tions, directly or indirectly, on some hon. Members of this House or 


matter, I do not expect the hon. Members to give their opinion here 


„sant with law to give me their considered opinion about it on 
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For providing cold water Collection and dissemination . 
Year > to villagers. of rates of produce in other Total, 


ruling markets, 


RS. Rs- Rs. 
1945.46 328 162 490 ` 
1946-47 445 301 746 
1947-48 863 56 919 
1948.49 852 131 983 
1949-50 1,101 123 1,224 

Locust destruction _ 
1950-51 1,201 175 300 1,676 
1951-52 644 182 4,700 5,526 
1952-53 “rr oe 74 74 


Cette Geng eo 


` 


DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF THE ASSEMBLY BUILDING. 


Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members of the House, befor e the business 
put on to day's agenda is taken up, I would like to make a reference 
to the demonstration that was being staged in front ofthe main gate 
of this building a short while ago. It is true that it was made outside 


the Assembly Chamber and was a matter for the Government to 


tion to every hon. Member of this House within the precincts of 


group of people and, therefore, I think I can take notice of such 
things. I would like to have the opinion of the House as to whether 


any group of people can be permitted to hurl accusations and allega- 


make any attempt to interfere with the performance of their duties 


within the precincts of this building. As it is a difficult and complex 


and now. I would, however, request those of them who are conver- 


Monday. | 


I aow call upsa'the Minister for Finance to present the 
Budget for the year 1952-53, 


, PRESENTATION* OF THE BUDGET 


Minister for Finance (Sardar Ujjal Singh):- Sir, It is my 


proud privilege to present its first Budget to a Legislature elected 
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on the basis of adult suffrage and joint electorates 
Intorduction under the Constitution of India, which incorporates 
the principles of freedom and social justice, that have 
for so long been the hope and aspiration of our people. I am fully 
alive to the grave responsibility which is placed on us in the confide- 
nce we have received from the mass of Punjabis. I also realise that 
under our democratic form’of Government, if we are unable to 
shape our policies and actions in a manner which realy serves the 
people, and takes them out of the abyss of ignorance, disease and 
poverty, it is open to them, in the last analysis: 
ye a > to shatter it to bits, 
And then—remould it nearer to the heart's desire.” 


2. Iam conscious of the fact that Budge’s are apt to be regard- 

ed as lucky-dips from which each participator hopes 

The Reaction to to get exactly what he wishes. Iam also aware 
Budgets. that perhaps Budgets more than any other legisl- 
ative activity give scope for assuming that 

Government is wrong and that expenditure could be better redistri- 
buted. I am, however, sustained by the thought that each onejof us is 
here to do his duty in making a correct adjustment bet ween the real 
needs. of this State, and the grave limitations of our financial resou- 
rces. I seek your indulgence, therefore, for your time and patience; 


and an earnest study of the material placed before you. 


3. a is the | Budget prepared by the Punjab Govern- 
ment for the year 1952-53. An interim Budget 

Limitations of this was presented to Parliament in February and 
Budget. though it showed the financial picture for the 
year, it was calculated merely to continue the 

existing level of expenditure and income so as to carry on the admi- 
nistration till a popular Government had been formed. Votes-on- 
Account were granted by Parliament for expenditure during the 
first four months of the financial year ending July, 1952. It will be 
realised that the gap between the popular Ministry taking over and 


the presenting of its Budget has been too short for a thorough exami- 
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mation of the State finances in all their details. I am very conscious 

è ‘of this limitation and crave the patience of Members in the results 
‘cof it. While it has been comparatively easy to think of new 

‘schemes of expenditure, there has not been adequate time to study 

‘the whole financial set-up to determine whether redistribution of 

“funds on any large scale could be effected, and in our comparatively 

„ight budgetary position, it has been difficult to determine the re- 

Jative priorities which are to be given to the various demands on 

S ‘the State Revenues. I cannot, therefore, make any claim to present: 
ing an altogether new garment and, indeed, even if there had been 

more time, a large degree of continuity with the work of previous 
Governments would have been essential to obtain the best results 

from schemes already in progress. I can, and do, however, da that 

in this Budget, there are adequate indications of the direction of òu? 

policy. I believe that-in spite of our limitations of time and finance 

my colleagues and I are able to place before you a Budget in which 

there are powerful elements of a turn towards constructive progress 

and development. For future years, we propose to build and im- 


prove steadily on these beginnings, and to work for this achive- 
Ment without rest, 


4. While Parliament has voted funds for carrying on administra: 

tion for the first four months of the financial 

Contents of Budget year, this Budget is being presented as if it econ- 

tained provisions for the year asa whole. This 

| is the only way to ensure an overall picture of 

the financial position for the year. The House will, therefore, bè 

requested to vote demands for the whole financial year, and will 

Simultaneously repeal the Act for Votes-on-Account already passed 

a by Parliament. This means, in fact, that these Votes-ön-Account 
are absorbed in the financial statement, and demands, for the year: 


l It is also necessary to présent separately and ask for Votes-on- 
g» Account, in advace of the passing of this Budget, for the recoup- 
ment of the Punjab Contingency Fund, for provision for the pur- 
chase of foodgrains, and some other items. The Punjab Contin- 
f gency Fund of Rs. 50 lakhs provides Government a means of meet- 
ing unforesecn and urgent expenditure in advance of vote of the 


Legislature. There have been unexpected demands on this Fund owing 
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largely to scarcity conditions in Hissar. A recoupment of the Fund . 
in advance of the passing of the Budget is, therefore, necessary. This 

E does not mean additional expenditure over and above that in the: 

Budget, as demands already met from the Fund have been included 
in the Budget figures, : 


In regard toa Vote-on-Account for the purchase of foodgrains, 
this arises from the circumstance that arrivals of wheat in our Tn 
markets have been exceptionally gocd, so that the amount voted 
for the purchase of foodgrains by Parliament is considered 


Pa 


inadequate to last to the end of July. It is, therefore, necessary to 
ask tor a Vote-en-Account in advance of passing the main Budget. 
Here, again, no additional expenditure, over the Budget figures, is 
involved, as the total amount required forthe year is included in 
the Budget. | 


I will request the House to expedite its verdict in regard to . 
these advance demands, so that there may be no hold-up in the admi- 
nistration, | 


5. Before dealing with the figures in the Revenue Account 
x ot the State, it is necessary to explain two de- | 
Changes is Account- partures from previous accounting procedure, 
ing Procedure. which have an influnece on this Account. These 
> arei— 
(1) In the Joint Punjab it was customary to deal with an Ex- ` 
traordinary Account, both on the expenditure and receipts sides, 
as distinct from the Revenue Account. The reason for this was 
that the Joint Punjab had large Government owned waste lands, from 
which, owing to colonisation, it derived substantial incomes. It À 
was felt that it would not be proper to include such income, which 
could not be regarded as recurring in the Revenue Account. An i 
Extraordinary Account was, therefore, opened to deal with this 2 
item as well as others of similar nature. This procedure has con- l a 
tinued after Partition, though the circumstances justifying it no 
longer exist. I propose, therefore, that from this year onwards, the 


Extraordinary Account should 52> merged in th: Revenu: Account. 
Budget figures for 1952-53 have been drawn up accordingly. 


a 
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(2) Previous to year 1952-53, the instalment of Rehabilitation 
Loans other than Housing Loans, payable by the State Government 
to the Centre were debited to Revenue, whereas any recoveries 
from Loanees were not credited to Revenue but were credited to the 


Loan Account of the State. This meant that the Revenue Account 
of the State was put to an unnecessary strain, and in fact did not 


represent the true position. With effect from the year 1952-53, 
therefore, instalments of the principal of these loans payable to 
Central Government are shown under the Loan Account. The 
interest on these loans continues to be shown as debited to the 
Revenue Account. 


This procedure is financially quite sound, and in fact realistic. 
It is recognised, however, that there is in the rec overy of rehabilita- 
tion loans, the risk of losses, which must be borne finally by the Re- 
venue Account. Simultaneous, therefore, with the transfer tothe 
Loan Account described above, it has been decided to create a Spec- 
ial Deposit Account, the accumulations in which -will eventually be 
utilized for meeting expenditure of the State Government's share of 
losses on rehabilitation loans. A sum of Rs, 22 lakhs has been pro- 
vided, by debit to the Revenue Account, for the current financial 
year by way of a beginning to create this Special Deposit Account. 


The result of this change will be that in comparing figures as 
between 1951-52 and 1952-53, regard will have to be had to the fact 
that the Revenue Account has been partly relieved of this item. The 
exact figures are a transfer of Rs. 78 lakhsfrom the Revenue Acc- 
ount to the Loan Account, as against a debit of Rs 22 lakhs from 
the Revenue Account to the Special Deposit Fund. The Revenue 
Account, therefore, compared with that of previous year, gets a 
credit of Rs. 56 lakhs that is Rs. 78. lakhs minus Rs. 22 lakhs. 


6. In the Budget now presented, Revenue Receipts are estim- 

ated at Rs. 17,05 lakhs and Revenue Expendi 

Revenue Accout ture at Rs 17,48 lakhs, resulting in a deficit of Rs 
1952.53 Deficit 43 lakhs. It is the position of the Revenue Acco- 


unt which determines the surplus or deficit in 
the State Budget. 


It is possibly useful to compare briefly these figures with those 
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presented in the 1952-53 Budget to Parliament, and for the previous 
years 1950-51 and 1951-52. 


The interim Budget presented to Parliament showed a nominal 
surplus of one lakh, Revenue Receipts being assessed at Rs 16,71 
lakhs and Revenue Expenditure at Rs. 16,70 lakhs. If, however, the 
expedient of including the Extraordinary Account in the Revenue 
Account had been adopted, there would have been a deficit of Rs. 3 
lakhs, Revenue Receipts being Rs.16,91 lakhs and Revenue 
Expenditure Rs. 16,94 lakhs. It will thus be seen that as compared 
with the Budget presented to Parliament there is an increase 
of Rs. 14 lakhson Receipts and an increase of Rs. 54 lakhs in 
Expenditure. In regard to Receipts, the main improvements are in- 
creased Revenue expected from State Excise Duties (Rs. 31 lakhs); 
from Civil Works (Rs. 8 lakhs); and from minor items and adjust- 
ments (Rs. 10 lakhs), making a total of Rs. 49 lakhs. Against this, 
however, there is an estimated drop in Receipts from Irrigation (20 
Lakhs) as a result of less expenditure and, therefore, smaller receipts 
on Grow-More-Food Schemes finañced from the food Bonus; and a 
drop of Rs. 15 lakhs on account of Extraordianary Receipts from the 
Land Reclamation and Mechanical Cultivation Scheme, which from 
October,1952 or thereabout: is now proposed to be financed from a 
Revolving Fund not entering the Revenue Account. These reduct- 
ions total Rs. 35 lakhs leaving a net increase of Rs. 14 Lakhs 
with regard to theincr eased expenditure of 54 lakhs over 
the Budget presented to Parliament, the main Items are on 
account of Land Revenue (Rs 8 lakhs); Education (Rs 5 lakhs): 
Civil Works (Rs 7 lakhs); Famine (Rs. 12 lakhs); Miscellaneous 
Rs. 23 lakhs) and Community Projects (Rs. 15 lakhs) . As against the 
above figures which total Rs. 70 lakhs, there is an estimated reduc* 


tion in Irrigation Revenue Expenditure of Rs. 16 lakhs making 
a net total of Rs. 54 lakhs. 


Comparing the 1952-53 figures with those of 1951-52, the position 
in the later year was; Revenue Receipts. Rs, 17,39 lakhs as against 
Revenue Expenditure of Rs. 17,00 lakhs, resulting in a surplus of 
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This fall is mainly accounted for by Irrigation (Rs. 24 lakhs) and 

- Agriculture (Rs. 10 lakhs). These items are, however, apparent 
. rather than real, since they represent Receipts against which there 
would be corresponding expenditure from earmarked special funds. 

Turning now to a comparison of 1951-52 expenditure with that of 

1952-53, there is an apparent increase of Rs. 48 lakhs. If, however, 

to this is added the advantage to the Revenue Account of Rs. 56 

lakhs, resulting from the tranfer of the payment of Rehabilitation 


loans to the Loan Account, the increase in Expenditure is 


= Rs, 1,04 lakhs. This increase is accounted for as follows :— 
Land Revenue ue me .. Rs. 20 lakhs. 
Education sae wha .. Rs. 8 lakhs. 
General Administration... ..  . ° we Rs. 8 lakhs. 
Medical ee fae .. Rs. 7 lakhs. 
Civil Works p > a ss .. Rs. 10 lakhs. 
Famine — ae | e.. Rs. 12 lakhs. 
Miscellaneous or ane .. Rs. 20 lakhs. 
Community Projects | a is .. Rs. 15 lakhs. 
_ Other small Items and Adjustments 7 - ~ ee Rs. 4lakhs. ~ 
$ o ee AE EE 
l Total o na © æ Rs. 1,04 lakhs. . 


oe 


| It is hardly necessary to make a detailed comparison between 
: the proposed Budget for 1952-53 and 1950-5i, It is adequate to 
= © mention that Revenue Receipts for that year were Rs, 16,87 lakhs 
as against Rs. 17,05 lakhs for the current year; and Revenue Ex- 
penditure was Rs. 16,00 lakhs as against Rs. 17,48 lakhs for the 


š current year. 


The conclusion to be drawn from the above analysis is that where 
as Revenue Receipts call for no special comment, as the variations 


over the last two years are either favourable or nominal, Revenue 


r 
5 


Expenditure is now assesed at Rs. 17,48 lakhs. It will be clearer 
- from subsequent parts of this speech as to the objects for which . 
this expenditure is to be incurred. 
7. Capital Expenditure included in the Budget amounts to 
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Rs. 33,88 lakhs as against Rs 20,55 lakhs for 
Extent and Character 1951-52, and Rs. 10,02 lakhs for 1950-51. In. 
of Capital Expen- the case of the Capital Account a comparison 
di' ure with the expenditure of previous years is not 
instructive, as the extent of the expenditure depends on the relative 
progress made with various schemes in hanl, and those under- 
taken afresh. It is likely that Capital Expenditure during the next 
few years will go up considerably as more progress is made with 
the Bhakra-Nangal Project, which consumes the overwhelming 
bulk of such expenditure. In the current year Rs. 22,53 lakhs are 
being asked for this Project. I do not propose to undertake a 
detailed analysis of Capital Expenditure, as this will already be 
found at paragraphs 16 onwards of the Finance Secretary's Memo- 
randum. I do wish, however, to mention spme general considera- 
tions in regard to it. 


There is, first of all, the question of the source from which fin- 
ances will be obtained. Of the total expenditure of Rs. 33,88 lakhs 
as much as Rs. 29,19 lakhs is to be found from loans anticipated 
from the Central Government ; another Rs. 1,30 lakhs represents 
amounts available from loans already taken. The balance of 


Rs. 3,39 lakhs is to be met from the State. 


The second point in regard to Capital Expenditure which I 
should like to mention is the very great importance, for future 
financial stability, that this expenditure should be incurred, as far 
as possible, on productive, or at least on self supporting schemes. 
It is, of course impossible to make a rigid rule, particularly in the 
circumstances of this State, which has to create assets lost by it 


in the Joint Punjab, that no unproductive or risky expenditure 
should be incurred on the Capital side, The general aim, however 
must be that unproductive or riskv expenditure must, be restricted 
to inescapable, necessary items. Unfortunately it has not been 
possible to avoid commitments of an unproductive or risky charac- 
ter. I bring this point to notice as it is an important factor in the 
long-term financial stability of the the State,- In regard to the ex- 
penditure proposed for the current year, I would classify Rs. 26,55 
lakhs as falling definitely within the productive or self-liquidating 
class. This figure includes expenditure on schemes such as Bhakra- 
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Nangal, Community Projects, Grow-More-Food, Food, Purchase, Elec- 

sX tricity Schem2s, Bus Services and Irrigation Establishment Charges. 

be- Another Rs. 6,27 lakhs I would classify as mixed. This consists of 

schemes some of which are supposed to be productive or self-liqui- 

dating; and my well prove to be so, but about which there is some 

element of risk; as well as of schemes which are partly productive 

and partly unproductive. In this class I include expenditure on 

the Ferozepore Canais, the Chandigarh Project, Rehabilitation 

Works, Industrial Areas, and the Industrial Finance Corporation. 

= It will be noticed that the amount involved is large, and it must 

be the endeavour of this Government to ensure that such of these 

schemes as have been put through on the assumption of being pro- 

ductive, or at least self-liquidating, actually achieve this position. 

The balance expenditure amounts to Rs. 1,06 lakhs and is definitely 

unproductive. This consists of two items relating to Civil Works 

(Rs. 1,01 lakhs) and the Commuted Value of Pensions (Rs. 5 lakhs.) 

As to the former an attempt has been made to restrict such expen- 
diture to the minimum considered essential. 


8. The Loan Account of this State is supposed to be self- 
liquidating and comprises varying sums of 

Character and Ex- money advanced for various purposes, Here 
j tent of Loan Account again, however, a word of caution is necessary. 
In the circumstances of this State it has been- 

necessary to advance large loans for Rehabilitation purposes. It 
is doubtful whether these loans are, in all cases, adequately secure. 
In considering the Loan Account also, therefore, it is necessary 
that precautions should be taken to ensure that risky loans are 


only advanced where this is considered inescapable. 


The loans proposed for 1952-53 comprise gross advances of 
Rs, 2,24 lakhs, as against estimated recoveries of Rs. 85 lakhs, mak- 
ing a net advance of Rs. 1,39 lakhs. The corresponding figures for’ 
the year 1951-52 are respectively, gross advances Rs. 1,79 lakhs, 
estimated recoveries Rs. 1,02 lakhs and net -advances of Rs. 77 
lakhs. ig 


4g 


The main items for which loans are proposed in 1952-53 are:— 
(i) Rehabilitation oe . Rs, 1,32 lakhs. 
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(ii) Grow-More-Food Schemes... .. Rs. 25 lakhs. 

- (uit) Taccavi for seed, bullocks and fodder 
(for scarcity areas) .. Rs. 45 lakhs. 
Civ) Government servants .. Rs. 6 lakhs. 
Total . Rs. 2.08 lakhs. 


The balance of Rs. 16 lakhs, to make a gross total of Rs. 2,24 
lakhs is composed of smaller items for varying purposes. From the 
above details, it will be seen that loans relating to items (i) and 
Gii) are of somewhat doubtful security, whereas loans relating to 
items (ii) and (iv) may be considered secure. 

9. At this stage, it will be useful to give some information as 

to the total debt liability of the Punjab result- 
Debt Liability of | ing from its transactions during the past and 

the Punjab. those proposed for 1952-53. The total debt of 

a this State, excluding its share of the debt which 
still remains to be taken over from the West Punjab, and after 
accounting for such repayments as have been made, is estimated on 
the Ist April, 1952, at Rs. 58,02 lakhs. Asa result of the liabilities 
proposed in the Budget for the current year, this debt will increase 
by Rs, 30,73 lakhs, making a total of Rs. 87,71 lakhs, after allowing 
for repayments estimated at Rs. 1,04 lakhs, This is no small figure 
for a State with the revenues of the Punjab. Whether it will, in fact, 
create financial difficulties, depends partly on cur success in making 
the produdtive schemes pay their way, and bring a profit and partly 
in our success, and luck, in reducing, or eliminating losses on 
unproductive and risky schemes. Some factors in the situation have 
already been mentioned in dealing withthe Capital and Loan 


Accounts. 


Here it may be useful to indicate the extent of the. debt which 
arises from Rehabilitation purposes. Upto, and including 1951-52, 
our total loan for Rehabilitation purposes stood at Rs. 1266 lakhs, 
to which may be added Rs. 2,04 lakhs proposed for 1952-53, making 
a gross total of Rs. 14,70 lakhs. Of this amount, we have repaid 
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r Rs. 1,91 lakhs by the end of 1951-52, so that after allowing for a 

$ A repayment of Rs. 93 lakhs during 1952-53 our net liability on ac- 
count of these loans will be Rs. 11,86 lakhs. Allowing for the 
doubtfufsecurity of some ef these loans, and even taking into 
consideration the fact that the Government of India have agreed to 
share losses on an equal basis, the character and extent of this 


liability alone represents no small risk. 


4 10. Ihave endeavoured so far to give under each paragraph 
of the accounts the financial picture of the 

Financial Position, Budget proposals for 1952-53. It is possible 
1952-53—Summary now tò summarise the position. These pro- 


posais invoive a Revenue Deficit of Rs. 43 lakhs, 

a Capital Expenditure of Rs. 33,88 lakhs, and a Loan Expenditure 
comprising Rs. 2,24 lakhs gross and Rs. 1,39 lakhs net. 

As a result of this Budget, the debt liability of this State 

will be increased from Rs, 58,02 lakhs to Rs. 87,71 lakhs. I 

have also pointed out that there is reason to believe that some of 

Co the liabilities incurred under the Capital and Loan Accounts will 


not bring a return of the money invested. 


This, in a sense, completes the financial position. I do not 
propose tò go into detailed reasons for variations in expenditure 
and receipts inthe Revenue Account, nor do I propose to inflict 
on the House a summary of the activities of each of the Depart- 
ments. Ido not think that this serves any useful purpose, parti- 
cularly fora new Legislature. In regard to detailed reasons for 
variations, these have been dealt with at some length in the Finance 
i Secretary’s Memorandum. There will be an opportunity for a full 

discussion about particular Departments when voting grants. I 
: propose, therefore, for the rest of my statement to consider specially, 
and in some detail, those subjects where Government has proposeg 
changes or additions to existing arrangements. Such an exposition 
will help in bringing out the direction along which this Government 
wishes to frame its p olicy. I will also deal with such items and 


schemes as are of special interest. 


11. This Goveinment proposes to make as speedy and effi- 
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cient progress as possible in work relating to 
Some items of Ex- the Consolidation cf Holdings, and the colo- 
penditure relating nisation of areas which will be irrigated by the 
to Land Revenue, Bhakra-Nangal Project. In regard to consolida- 
tion, the present position is that the Department dealing with con- 
solidation was amalgamated with that of Revenue from April,1951. 
A programme of work was drawn up selecting one Tahsil in each 
district, for completion of consolidation operations it two years. In 
this way it was hoped that consolidation would be completed for 
the whole State within a period of 8 years. This Government propo- 
ses to ensure that this Programme is fulfilled, and a scheme is under 
the detailed considration of the Development Minister at present, 
to examine whether it is possible to improve on this progremme. In 
the Bndget before you a provision of Rs. 40,21,&20 Las teen made 
for consolidation work. This includes an additional item of 
Rs. 74,000 (round) on account of the proposed appointment of 
whole-time Settlement Officers for consolidation work, which 
Government consider essential if the programme is to be achieved. 


In regard to the colonisation of areas which will be irrigated 
by the Bhakra-Nangal Project, here again it is the intention of 
Government that work should be speeded up, so that all preliminary 
arrangements are complete well before the arrival of water, These 
arrangements extend not only to the necessary alignment operations 
required for canal irrigation, but also to the establishing of essential 
commu:ications and markets where and if this is found useful. A 
sum cf Rs. 1,84,800 has been provided for 1952-53 on the establish- 


ment required for colonisation measures. 


We are most anxious to achieve a constructive, and, we hope, 
happy settlement in the landowner and tenant relationship; in 
particular, to insure that the ejection of tenants, for inade- 
quate cause, should be stopped effectively and finally. This is one 
of the first problems that engaged the Ministry's attention, and a 
Land Reforms Committee will investigate it thoroughly. We re- 
cognise that any continued uncertainty on this vital subject is to 
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the detriment of agricultural production, and is potential of even 
graver trouble. This Government will, therefore, do its utmost to 
achieve a defined and fair equation between landowner and tenant 


as quickly as possible. 


12. This Goveroment proposes to pay the fullest possible atten- 

tion to the spread and improvement of educa- 

Improvements in tion, andIam gladto be able to report that 

Education, l even at the short time at our disposal, we have 

been able to make very definite concrete pro- 

gress towards improvement, and reflect this in the Budget for the 
current year. 


In regard to the remuneration of teachers, it has been decided, 
and provision has been made, to merge into a single grade, the three 
scales now applicable to Anglo-Vernacular Teachers, and to 
Vernacular Teachers. Similarly, the two scales of pay applicable to 
Women J. A. V. Teachers are also to be merged. The result of this- 
is that as against the split-up of grades at present, there will be the. 
following grades:— 


Anglo-Vernacular Teachers .. Rs. 90—5—150/10— 
190/10—220/10— 
300 
Vernacular Teachers «. Rs. 50—3—80/4— 
100/105—-7— 
140/10—220 
Women J. A. V. Teachers .. Rs. 70—5—150/10— 
190/10-—220 
The result of this change will be improved prospects for this class 
of teachers taking their whole career into consideration. At present 
they are restricted as between one grade and another according to 
the percentage of vacancies in each, the higher grades having a very 
much smaller number of vacancies than the lower. It will now be 
possible for a teacher to run straight through the whole revised 
grade. The initial expenditure to Government on this account is 
small, but it is estimated that the liability which will increase from 
year to year will get to a peak of an additional expenditure of 
Rs. 64 lakhs per annum in a period of 15 to 20 years. 


- 
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It has also been decided to give a higher starting pay of 
Rs. 200 per mensem, to Ist Class M. A.s and M, Sc.s recruited in 
the college cadre of Rs 150--10-—-350. Here, again, it is expected 
that this will attract batter qualified teachers to our colleges. 


This Government has aceepted the principle of the progressive 
nationalisation of text-books. A provision of Rs. 5,65,000 is being 
made for this purpose in the Budget before you; as against this a 
receipt of Rs. 2,50,000 is expected from the sale-proceeds of books 
sold this year. In fixing prices of text-books care will be taken 
that these are lower than those which students have to pay at 
present. Now that the preliminary ground has been broken, it is 
hoped to make rapid advances in achieving nationglisation. 

In order to assist the development of education amongst 
women inthe Ambala Division, where there is so far no Govern- 
ment college for women, it has been decided, as a first step, to 
establish a hostel at Rohtak, supervised by Government, for them. 

« This hostel will, to begin with, be opened in a hired building and 
provision of Rs. 10,150 has been made tor the purpose. As soon 
as practicable, the hostel will shift to a building of its own, the 
construction of which will start this year, and for which a provision 
of Rs. 1 lakh has been included in this Budget. 


In pursuance of the policy of giving free primary education 
to backward classes of the population, a very much larger prvision 
has been made during the current year than previously. As against 


Rs. 1.5 lakhs sanctioned for this purpose in the past, a provision of 
Rs. 5.5 lakhs is being made. 


In addition to the above items, Government has endeavoured 
wherever posisble to extend educational facilities. Eightcn basic 
primary school are being added, for which purpose Government has 
agreed to give the District Boards concerned a cent per cent grant; 
the District Board High School Banjar, is to be provincialised, 
school buildings are to be constructed in the new townships at 
Rohtak and Jullundur, and made over to the Local Bodies in whose 
jurisdiction the school lie; two Government Girls Middle Schools 
are being opened, one at Kaithal and the other at Garli, in the 
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Kangra District; two of the existing Government Middle Schools for 
Girls at Abohar and Sonepat are being raised to the High Standard 
and English classes are to be added to the Government Middle 
| in 
School at Rohana. 
ted 
The enforcement of compulsory primary education in the 
Punjab is still regulated by the Compulsory Primary Education Act 
sive of 1919. It leaves the adoption of compulsory education to the 
sing discretion of local bodies. The procedure laid down is that the 
oe local body decides on it by a resolution passed by a two-thirds 
oks majority of the members present, and then obtains approval of 
ken Government. For meeting the expenditure on compulsory 
' at education the local authority may apply tothe State Government 
: is for the imposition of a local rate. The Act of 1940 extended 
compulsory education to girls of school-going- age, but Government 
agst _ did not take any action under this measure. After the Partition the 
ern- Punjab Government took up the question of amending the Punjab 
o Primary Education Act of 1940. An amended bill was published in 
ean ` March, 1950, but was not taken up by the Legislature. The Govern- 
andl ment is now actively considering the lines along which compulsory 
san education may be enforced in a wider area. 
the These are no small items for a Government which has taken 
sion over responsibility so recently. Ic, is our policy to endeavour to 
improve the condition of teachers, as a necessary precondition to 
l extensive and sound education; to nationalise text-books as 
W efficiently and as quickly as possible, and to make these available 
MON at reasonable prices; and to spread education by establishing ‘new 
inst ‘institutions, or develop those already in existence, as fast as our 
1 of | resources will permit. 

13. One of the first problems which our Ministry has had 
red l to face was the deteriorating condition follo- 
cig Pener Measures for wing scarcity, particularly in the Hissar District. 
has Scarcity Areas, My colleagues and I have endeavoured to treat 
ne | this question on a top-priority basis, and in 
ised, spite of many preoccupations at the initial stage, we have been able 
> at to study conditions at the spot on more than one occasion. I wish 
105€ to assure the House that as long as unfortunate people and cattle 
ools of this area need help, this will be forthcoming. I wish also to 
the take this occasion of making a short statement on what has been 

done already. 
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First, in regard to the provision of work for those üaable ta % 
earn adequately, Government, has sanctioned the digging ‘of ponds, gt 


for which purpose a sum of Rs. 4 lakhs has been advanced. Work 

on the construction of roads already planned Fas teen exyccited. 

The main scheme ‘relates to the Bhiwani-Loharu road for whicha 

sum of Rs.’ one lakh was provided in 1951-52 and Rs. 2k khs in 

1952-53. Work has also been undertaken in connection with the 

irrigation projects to be constructed in the scarcity areas for the 
Bhakta canals. An experiment of getting this work done by village B- 
co-operatives has been introduced. In order to assist the aged, 

infirm, and purdah women, who are unable to work on roads, ponds 

and canals, 20 cotton. spinning | and weaving, centres have been 

established, for which a sum of RRE Rs. 5 lakhs has been 

sanctioned. So og ae E 


The ae problem that ‘has been simultaneously tackled is 
that of food. Our Food Organisation has been able to respcnd S 
quickly and effectively to any real need from areas where supplies 2% f 
were inadequate. From a total number of 73 rural depots, at one 
ime the figure wnt up to 171. An effort has also been made to 
distribute the cheaper grains, such as milo ‘and barley, so as to 
keep food within the purchasing capacity of the people. 


ee line of activity isin regard to the preservation of 
cattle. . With the assistance of the Central Government, imports 
of fodder have been organised ever since the scarcity conditions 
began to.appear. Fodder-concession-freight-rates have been intro- ae. 


4 
duced, by which Government pays one-third of the freight on impo- y 
rts of fodder. It is difficult to estimate the amount of money which 
will be spent on this account till the railway submits its bills. A . 


lumpsum provision of Rs. 2 lakhs has been made for the present. 

Special arrangements were made for the import of fodder, ata cost 

of approximately Rs. 3 lakhs, to feed the animals of the Cattle Farm 
at Hissar. Subsidies have been sanctioned to maintain 400 stud i o= a 
bulls owned by the District Board of Hissar. A total expenditue b 
of Rs. 40,000 on this account is expected. The greatest single | 
measure of relief for cattle has taken the form of opening 8 concen- | 
tration camps, capable of catering for 5,CO) head of stray cattle. The 

cost of these camps is estimated at Rs. 4.44 lakhs. 
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Government has taken care that adequate provision is made 


for taccavi. Fodder taccavi to the extent of Rs. 13 lakhs will 


have been distributed in the Hissar District during the period April 


to June, 1952. A provision for seed and bullock taccavi has also 


been made at Rs. 10 and 20 lakhs respectively. 


As a result of these several operations, the total expenditure 
on account of the scarcity conditions as provided in the Budget, 
1951-52, was Rs. 8 lakhs, and it is estimated that Rs. 62 lakhs will 


be spent during 1952-53. Of this amount of Rs. 62 lakhs, Rs. 17,14,000 


will come from the Revenue’. Account, and Rs. 45,00,000 take the 
form of loans and: advances for various kinds of taccavi. These 
figures exclude expenditure on regular schemes relating to roads 
and canals, work on which has been undertaken earlier than 


planned. 


‘It will be realised that this is a considerable drain on the 
financial resources of thi is St ate. Governinent very much looks 
forward to adequate rain during the coming monsoon to relieve the 


people from further, Suffering. 


e EAT ea the opportunity of visiting Hissar again early 
this week, and been able to fill up certain gaps and defects in the 
adiministration of relief on the spot.. In particular, we have decided 
to’ increase the provision for bullock’taccavi by Rs. 5 lakhs: to open 
five additional Spinning Centres, and at the Cattle Concentration 
Camps,, to. provide concentrates. for those. animals who in the 


‘opinion of the Veterinary Surgeon in charge are in a weak 


condition.. 


14 The total provision made in the” Budget, 1951-52, on 
expenditure for Relief and Rehabilitation, from 


Expenditure on *:-the Revenue Account, was Rs. 1,62 lakhs of 


Relief and Reha“ which 1,33 lakhs was teimbursable by the Govern- 
bilitation, ment, of India and Rs 29 lakhs was to be met 
by thz State Government. The total provision made inthe Budget 
now presented to the Legislature is Rs. 1,68 lakhs of which Rs. 1,45 
lakhs is estimated as. recoverable from the Central Government 
and Rs. 23 lakhs has to be borne by the State Government. In 
addition to this, provision in the Capital and Loan Accounts 


» 
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amounts to a total of Rs. 2,26 lakhs for 1952-53 as against Rs. 1,44 
lakhs for 1951-52. 


Some of the items on which expenditure is to be incurred are 
still the subject.of negotiation with the Central Government and 
actual expenditure will be restricted to the amounts approved by 
the two Governments. 


The various forms of Relief and Rehabilitation activity are 
well known, and I need only mention particular subjects where a 
change is contemplated. 


The final stage of work on land allotment is now near comp- 
letion, and we hope very soon to achieve a position where no 


- further adjustments are necessary, thus assuring allottees of the 


secure possession of their land. 


The question of permanently transferring mud-huts to their 
occupants is under consideration between the Centre and the 
State. I am authorised by the Minister for Rehabilitation at the 
Centre to say that it is proposed that dwellers of these mud-huts, 
who possessed urban immovable property in Pakistan, and have 
verified claims in respect of this property under the Claims Compen- 
sation Act, may be allowed to adjust the cost of these mud-huts 


against these claims. In the case of other dwellers, the conditions 
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on which property rights in these huts will be transferred to them, 
and the manner in which they will be asked to pay, are under active 
consideration. 


thas also been decided to provide additional amenities in the 
mud-hut colonies in the way of schools, sanitary conveniences 
improvement of drainage and the like. Schemes for this purpose 
have been approved by the Centre. 


The question of compensation for owners of urban evacuee 
property in Pakistan is being actively pursued by the Central 
Government, and I am glad to be able to inform the House that 


the Centre consider that | compensation will start being paid by 
early 1953. 


e 
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it has been decided, in consultation with the Central Govern- 
m2ac, to extend the leases of persons holding evacuee industrial 
concerns, by another year, subject to the condition that if any 
concern is to be taken up in connectien with the payment of 
compensation, the lease may be terminated earlier. 


In the beginning of April, 1952, there were 2,081 displaced 
person's under canvas in the Punjab. Iam glad to be able to inform 
the House that as a result of very special efforts, we. are confident 
that by the end of the current menth, there will be ro displaced 
persons in this State living under canvas, thus we hope, finally 
ending the long ordzal waich such persons have suffered in the way 


of continuous living under extremely arduous circumstances. 


We have alse taken up the problem of Rehabilitating out 
University which has to be established practically from scratch 
Three hundred and sixteen acres of land; suitably situated, have- 
been reserved for it at Chandigarh; the University has worked out `: 
a scheme for establishing itself there; and Government propose to. 


_ set up a Committee to examine and work out a practical plan as 


speedily as possible. 


It is the policy of this Government to consolidate relief and 
rehabilitation that has taken place so far as quickly as possible, and 


go on with further work A necessary ge s 2 


I must express the gratitude of eile Sute at the continued 
interest, and financial assistance, of the Centre in these operations, 
It is true that there are items on which we would like to see the 
Centre somewhat more generous than at present. These are under 
consideration and we are hopeful of an adequate, if not generous, 


response. 


15. In addition to the normal provision made by Government 
by way of grants*tc Panchayats, on the ‘basis 


Additional Pro.- of-incame collected by them, this Budget makes’ 
vision for Pan:: a further provision of Rs.8 lakhs for the year 
chayats.. 1952-53. Some time ago, a special drive was 


launched amongst Panchayats, for making. collections for sanitary 


and other works. The response was excellent and a sum of 
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Rs. 50 lakhs (round) was collected. My Government has decided that 
it will also make a handsome contribution by way of response to the 
collection so made. It is proposed that 75 per cent of the collection 
ot each Panchayat concerned against the total amount of Rs. 5) 
lakhs (round) should be contributed by Government as an additiona] 
grant. For the current year Rs. 8 lakhs have been provided for 
this purpose. The balance of Rs. 29} lakhs (round) will be provided 
in 4 equal annual instalments in subsequent years. This Govern- 
ment intends to draw out withthe Panchayats, and with the assis- 
tance of the Departments concerned, a suitable programme of 
work for each Panchayat, and to render them all assistance in the 
way of advice or help that they may require in carrying this 
programme out. 


F 


While this is a first concrete step in endeavouring to make 
Panchayat Rule somewhat of a reality, the Government is also 
thinking out schemes by which these organisations could be streng- 
thened and made more effective in a permanent way. 


16. The Government of India, in co-operation with the 
Government of the United States of America, 
The Aim of Com- have decided on what may well prove one of the 
munity Projects. most vital experiments in rural development. | 
The aim of the scheme of Gommunity Projects; 
isto achieve by concentration of effort, in specified areas, the 
highest material and human development for the people. with 
special reference to agricultural production. Each Project is to 
consist of a group of about 300 villages where an all-out effort will 
be made, for a period of three years, for development in every 
sphere-particularly social, educational agricultural, and medical. 


Finances will be a joint responsibility shared initially between 
the Centre, the United States of America and the State Govern- 
ment. A part of the provision will be made in the form of loans 
recoverable from the beneficiaries of the scheme. In this way, 
financial responsibility will also fall on the people of ‚the area con- 


cerned, 
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One of the main objects of the scheme is, by education and 


Practical achievement, to wake the people up to an experience of 
< what can be done by co-operative effort and scientific knowledge. 

It is hoped that after the three-year period, further development in 
the area concerned will largely be taken up by the people them- 
selves, Government only providing such supervisory and over-all 


assistance as they may require. 


17. The Centre has approved four Community Projects for 

the Punjab, at and around Batala, Nawanshahr, 

Community Projects- Jagadhri and Sonepat, and it has also been in- 
Finance, 1952-53, formally agreed that 100 villages round Nilo- 
kheri and 200 near Faridabad will be developed in addition. The 
total expenditure for four schemes for a period of three years, at 
the rate of Rs. 65 lakhs per scheme, is Rs. 2,60 lakhs. This will 
take partly the form of loans from the Centre and partly of shared 
expenditure between the State and the Centre in the form of 
grants. The total expenditure for the year 1952-53 provided in the 
Budget is Rs. 1,30.26 lakhs. Of this Rs. 85 lakhs will be the res- 
ponsibility of the State, though Rs. 70 lakhs out of it will be, financ- 
ed from loans from the Centre, which, it is hoped, will. eventually 
be recovered from the beneficiaries under the scheme. The balance 
of Rs. 15 lakhs will represent outright expenditure from the 


Revenue Account of the State. 


Full details in regard to each project have still to be worked 
out and it is possible that the expenditure on various items may 
have to be adjusted and modified in the background of “practical 


necessity. 


° This Government greatly, welcomes the scheme for Com- 
munity Projects, and is determined to put in every eftort to make 
this scheme a success. a 


18. It is necessary for me to say a few words in regard to 
Poo ff Police expenditure. In 1949-50, we spent 


Large Police Expen- Rs. 2,76.74 lakhs on the Police; in’ 1950-51 
diture. Rs, 2,64.97 lakhs; in 1951-52 Rs. 2,71.47 lakhs, 
| and the proposed figure for 1952-53 is 


S 
. Rs, 2,73,64 lakhs. For a State the: revenues of which vary bet- 
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we2n Rs. 16 and Rs. 17 crores, thisis a very large expenditure on 
Police. I have got figures for Part A States examined for the year 

1951-52 and find that the percentage of this State’s expenditure on 
Police to its total revenues, was the largest in India. In regard to 

per capita expenditure for the same year, we were the third largest, 
the first two being Bombay and West: Bengal: which have large 

urban concentrations of population. J am quite convinced that 

the main reason for this compa ratively high total expenditure on 

the Police in out case has beea our proximity tothe border. We 

have had to employ Police in’ several directions because of this. 

My Governent is very strongly ef the view that where we incur 
expenditure for reasons Which are All-India in origin, it is only fair 
that a portion of this expenditure should be borne: by the: Central 
Government, for we are really- performing functions which arise 
from international rather than- internat causes. I regret that in 
spite of our best endeavours, this position has aot so far been- 
accepted by the Centre. We propose ta. continue efforts to get a 
reimbursement for expenditure of ‘this kind and hope that the 
Central-: Government will realise the Justice of our demand. . 


19. Lam glad to be able to announce that this Government. 
Industrial Finance has decided to establish an Industrial Finance 
Corporati n and Corporation. The need for this particularly in 
other Industrial circumstances where it is necessary to rehabili- 
Schemes, tate our.industries and to prepare in advance for 
th- utilisation of power made available from Bhakra-Nangal, is obvious 
It is.proposed to set up a State Industrial Finance Corporation with 
an authorised capital of Rs 2 crores. The paid- up capital will be 
one crore and will be called up as required. For the year 1952- 
53 it is estimated that this state's share of this capital likely to be 
called up will be Rs. 7.5 Lakhs for which budget prwvison has 
been made. Negotiations are going ahead with the Governmen: 
of India and the Reserve. Bank - to: settle: final details for 
establishing this, Corporation. The.other. share-holders will be 
the Reserve Bank, Scheduled Banks,. Insurance.. Companies, etc., and: 
a certain; portion of the capital will be-reservec for private parties 
who wish to contribute. Dividends will be guaranteed by the 


State Government. For the present, the office of the Corpora- 
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ion will be located at Jullundur, but this will be shifted to Ch- 
andigarh, when possible. 


Special attention is being paid to meet the difficulties of the 
Industrial Areas set up at Bahadurgarh, Senepat, Panipat, Jagadhri, 
Ludhiana, and Jullundur. So far 1,709 plots have beeen planned, of 
which 1,014 have been sold, and the construction of 107 factories 
has actually commenced. The difticulties industrialists have met. : 
with relate to finance, controlled raw-materiais, and electricity. 
In regard to the first we expect a progressive improvement as 
cur Finance Corportion starts working. For controlled raw-material 
particularly steel, a high-level approach is being made to the Cenire. 
If this is successful, it wili give a great fillip to the very promos- 
ing small- engineering industry. In regard to electricity the diffi- 
culties are those resulting from taking new connections to somewhat 
scattered areas. I am glad to say that these are substantially 
solved, except at Ludhiana and Jullundur, where we have not 
yet got the transformers required to make an adequate supply 
and have so far had to be content with supplies at night when 


the peak demand is at an ebb. Transformers are expected 


shortly. 


This Government is also examining the possibility of further 
development of cottage and small-scale industries) A promising 
approach seems to be toimport a restricted number of Japanese 


oa experts to train our people in a line in which Japanese organi- 
= sation and skill are almost proverbial. No definite plans have 
yet been evolved but the subject is under active consideration. 
= . . 3 4 Py 4 3 E 
Action is also being taken to strengthen the Marketing Or- 
: ganisation for textiles, and plans are being formulated to evolve 
A 
better and more attractive designs. I am insising on co-ordination 
between the departments of industries and co-operation to organise 
1o industrial development on co-operative lines. 

Qur resources of technical persounel will improve with the setting 
up of an Engineering College of our own, work on which is going ahead 
at Chandigarh. A provision of Rs. 25 lakhs, as againsts an expendi- 
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ture of Rs. 8 lakhs last year has been made in the Budget. The 
college is estimated to cost Rs. 40 lakhs in all. We are fairly con- 
fident that the College will be opened at Chandigarh by October 
1953, thus finally ending the wd koc arrangements made for our 


ha. 


students at Roorkee. We are grateful to the Government of 
Uttar Pradesh for their hospitality to us during this interim periods 


20. The Government is determined to nationalise transport 
progressively. At present the Transport Dep- 

Extension of Govern- arcment is operating 195 buses from three 
ment Transport, centres at Jullundur, Amritsar and Ambala. 
Provision has been made in the Budget to 

take over a few new routes, and utilise unallotted permits on 
some routes already in operation. Care has been taken not to 
violate in any way the understandings given to private operators 
by the previous Government. As and when-the situation can be 


adjusted further extensions in nationalisation will take place. 


Special emphasis is being laid on the provision of additional 
facilities to passengers. I understand,that-of 53 new vehicles to be 
put on the road, 19 will be of a susperior diesel type with alumi- 
nium bodies. It is also proposed to.set up twenty. bus-queues at 
important bus-stands_ for the convenience of waiting passengers. 
The seating lay-out of buses is being modified, to improve on the 
presect standard of comfort and. convenience. In these and other 
directions it is proposed gradually to build up a really high stan- 
dard wut efficiency and comfort. E i e 


zl. Over Rs. 2,00 lakhs have been spent on the Capital 

Project at Chandigarh up to the end of 1951-52 

Chandigarh, and a gross provision,of Rsṣ. 3,11 lakhs has been me 
made inthis Budget. It is not necessary for me 
to elaborate on this scheme, as Members are already aware of the 
need for setting up a Capital in the plains as socn as possible. I 


am, however, in a position to say that this Project is very definitely 
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well on the rails, and it is only a matter of time to get it completed. 

~~ We were somewhat doubtful regarding the public reaction to the 
i sale of plots. Iam glad to report that the response has been exce- 
Ilent, and the demand for the plotsso far put on the market far 
exceeds the supply. Good and categorical progress can also be 
reported in the matter of water supply. It has been found that this 
is quite adequate for our needs. Buildings are now going up as 
rapidly as possible. Negotiations are under way with the Railway 
for the construction of a connecting line between Chandigarh and 
Kurali from where getting on tothe main Amritsar-Delhi line will 
be shorter and quicker. While ina Project of this magnitude, at 
the present stage of progress, it would be rash to make prophecies 
regarding the date by which the Government will move down. I ara 
in a position to state that both plans and the execution of work are 
very well in hand, and the date by which we willbe able to estab- 
lish ourselves there will be sooner rather than later. I would like 
to add a word of appreciation for the spirit and zeal with which 
the team of foreign architects, whom we have engaged, ate working 
for us. The Capital Project is fertunate to have obtained their 


services. 


22. The Bhakra-Nangal Project is the single largest and 

most į important development scheme of the 

The Bhakra Nangal Punjab Government. It is financed entirely 

Project, from loans from the Central Government. 

pane When completed the irrigation boundary for 

~ the scheme will cover roughly 66 lakh acres and the irrigation ex- 

pected annually will be of the order of 36 lakh acres. It is also 

expected to generate 400,000 K. W.of firm power at 100 percent 
load factor and 150,000 K. W. of secondary power. 


There have been great difficulties in the execution of this Pro- 
ject the more important of which could be classified under the three 
heads of Gi) Finance, (ii) Machinery and (iii) Technical Personnel, 
In regard to the first the position has eased considerably, and the 
Central Government are able, by and large, to make available the 


sums of money required from time to time. With regard to 
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to machinery and foreign personnel, we are still nooyeptectllm 
out of the wood. The situation has been made more difficult by 
strained international relationships which have tended to affect 
both the price and the availability of foreign material and men. 
Iam glad to be able to report that this Government has now 
secured the services ef Mr. M H. Slocum, who is probably the 
best, and certainly the most experienced constructor of dams in 
the World. Wehave formed a favourable preliminay impression 
regarding his desire and sincerity to do the very best for us. He 
is, at the moment, engaged in finding the necessary men and material 
required in the immediate future. With his arrival, we are confi- 
dent that it will be possible to indicatea firm programme of work 


by the time the Budget is presented next year. 


The Budget provision made for the Bhakra-Nangal 
Project for 1952-53 amounts to Rs. 22,53 lakhs. The actual 
amount will depend oñ what the Central Government is able 
to spare for the purpose. We have, however, been assured 
that the program:ne of work will not be allowed to suffer for want 


of funds. 


23, The Food Procurement and Distribution Scheme is 
basis. Though 
Stability in Food expenditure on procurement runs into 


99 


, “ LS . - 
run ona” no profit no loss 


Prices, crores, the net amount asked for in 

1952-53 is Rs. 35 lakhs. This expenditure is 
apparent rather than real, and represents merely the carry-over 
to be adjusted in accounts of subsequent years. This State has 
struck a happy balance between a fair price for the producer, 
and the needs of the consumer. Wheat prices have been stabilised 
at a reasonable level and it has been possible to distribute grain 
throughout the past year at a steady price. This was achieved 
in spite of the fact that last year’s crop was comparatively poor 
and 40,600 tons of wheat had to be imported. This State, 
unlike several others in India, has, therefore, not had to face 


difficulties resulting from the withdrawal of focd subsidies. 
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en For the current year, in view of our good wheat crop, we 
have at the instance of the Food Minister of the Government 

m of India undertaken a fitm commitments for supplying 60,000 
tons of wheat to Delhi, and thereby helping that administration 
to lower its prices. We are hopeful to achieve this export with- 
out detriment to our consumer. 


In view of the rapid progress made.in procurement a ‘ 

em |. special Vote-on-Account for purchase of grain in advance of | 
passing the Budget is also requested. 
Another activity in connection with our food procurement 
and distribution system to which I would like to refer is the 
construction of storage bins. Accommodation for 30,000 tons 
of grain has already been almost completed. ‘and the Budget 
includes a demand for Rs. 21 lakhs for further costruction. 
All this money comes out of the Food Bonus, previously earned 
by this State, so that there is no strain on the Revenue Account. 
a A good standard of storage accommodation is a prerequisite to 
prevent waste in the deterioration of food and its consumption 

by insect pests and other animals. 


24. The Planning Commission. in detailed consultation 

with this Government, has approved a 

~ The Five Year Plan for Rs. 22,75 lakhs for the Five-Year 
Plan, period 1951-52 .to 1955-56. It is the policy 

| of this Government to implement this Plan 
to the fullest extent possible. With regard to the year 1951-52 
en the provision in the Plan was Rs. 5,45 lakhs; actual expenditure 
for the year was, ho wever, Rs. 2,91 lakhs. There was a short-fall 

= of Rs. 2,54 lakhs. Better progress is expected during 1952-53. 
The provision for the Plan this year is Rs. 5,07 lakhs, against 

which Rs. 5,84 lakhs is included in the Budget, thus representing 


an additional amount of Rs. 77 lakhs. 


Within this over-all position, it is, however, necessary to 


state that it has not been possible to include provision for each 
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and every scheme included in the Plan, whereas it has been 
necessary to inculde increased provision for some of the 
schemes. This kind of adjustment, as between expenditure 
from one year to another is inevitable in a plan running over 
five years and covering several schemes. It, nevertheless, 
remains true that in one direction particularly there is a 
considerable short-fall from the Plan figures. This is _in 
regard to Grow-More-Food Schemes. 


25. A curtailment in’ the activity of Government in 
respect of Grow-More-Food Schemes on 
Grow-More-Food the  grant-in-aid sidehas been necessary. 
Schemzs, These schemes are of two kinds. Those 
which are financially unproductive were theore- 
tically tinanced by 50 per cent being paid bythe State and 50 per > 
cent by the Gentre. In fact, however, the finances were found from 
the Food Bonus earned by this State on the procurement and 
export of toodgrains. The result of this was that there was 
no strain on the Revenue Account. Those schemes which 
were financially productive were met from loan money 
advanced by the Centre. The Food Bonus Schemes has now 
been discontinued, with the result that in future there will be 
no earnings to the State Government from this source, For 
the year 1952-53, therefore, it has been necessary to restrict 
grant-in-aid schemes to the balances available in the Food 
Bonus. The result is that the provision for such schemes for 
1952.53 has been reduced to Rs. 27,80 lakhs as against 
Rs. 4) lakhs (round) for each of the two previous years. 


The position in regard to loan schemes, however, continues 
as before, and, in fact proposed activity has teen extended 
for 1952-53 where a provision of Rs. 1,97.40 lakhs has been 
made as against a provision of Rs. 1,66.3l lakhs in 1951-52, and 
Rs. 1,50,92 lakhs in 1950-5]. 
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The position, therefore, is that in future it will not be possible 
to continue the existing level of activity on grant-in-aid schemes 
without putting an extra strain on the Revenue Account of the 
State. Whether such an adjustment is possible, it will be examined 


carefully in presenting next year’s Budget. 


26. I have now made a survey of the more important items of 
expenditure included in the Budget placed 


‘Special Items of before you, in order to indicate the broad 


Expenditure. lines of Government policy for the future 
development of this State. Before closing 
this analysis I would like to mention some special items, which 


though. in some cases, small are of particular interest. 


Provision has been made of Rs. 50,000 by way of initial 
expenditure in establishing a Dental College. This State has been 
fortunate in obtaining some of the equipment for this College at a 


nominal cost from Disposals. 
& 


It is hoped to make substantial progress in establishing a 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium at Tanda. A provision af Rs, 4,44,000 
is included for the cost of buildings, and Rs. 2,23,000 (round) for the 
cost of staff, equipment, etc. Ofthe former sum, Rs. 2,00,000 will 
take the form of a contribution by R. B. Jodha Mal and I should 
like to express my appreciation of his generosity. 


A provision of Rs. 50,000 has been made in the Budget by way 
of Government’s contribution to the National Workers Relief Fund 
established last year. The amount contributed for 1951-52 was 
Rs. 30,000. This fund is to be administered for the purpose of- 
providing relief to political sufferers and their families who are in 


indigent circumstances, 


se 


I am sure Members will fully appreciate a provision of 
Rs. 25.000 included in the Budget for the purchase of some houses 
surrounding Jallianwala Bagh, which bear the bullet marks of 
the shooting in that incident. The , Committee incharge is 
endeavouring to buy these houses with the assistance of their own 
resources, a contribution from the Centre and from this State. We 
have been able to provide the sum asked for. 
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Rs. 4,72,700 from the Centre and Rs. 1-7 lakhs from the State 
are provided for developing the backward areas of Spiti and 


Lahaul. 


A scheme for improving the educational and other amenities 
of Plantation Labour is included in this Budget, This is jointly 
financed by the Centre, the State and the Kangra Valley Tea 
Planters Association, who are contributing respectively Rs. 5,000, 
Rs. 2,500 and Rs. 2,500. A provision of Rs, 30,000 by this Govern- 
ment has alse been made to set up six Labour Welfare Centres in 
Industrial Areas for amenities such as reading-rooms, libraries, 
indoor games, etc., for labourers, and sewing and charkha classes 
for their families. A scheme of considerable long term promise, 
for which this Budget provides, relates to Industrial Housing. This 
is jointly financed by the Centre and the State in the tatio of 2 to 1, 
the former's share taking the form of a lean, which will be interest- 
free. For this purpose Rs. 2,25 lakhs have beeW provided as our 
share, and Rs. 4,59 lakhs as that of the Centre for the current 
‘financial year. Detailed arrangements for the use of such housing, 
“gat reasonable hire, by labour are being worked out in consultation 


with employers. 


27. I have already mentioned the improvement in prospects 


of certain classes of teachers, resulting from 


Assistance for an amalgamation of grades, and the proposal 
Lower-Paid Em. for a higher starting salary for lst class M.A. 
ployees. and M Sc. lecturers in the Colleg+ grade. I 


now have pleasure in being able to announce 
this Government's decision for the payment of increased dearness 
allowances tc our employees earning up to Rs. 100 per mensem. 
Remuneration will be made at the rate of Rs. 5 per mensem to all 
those whose basic pay is at or below Rs. 100 per mensem. It is 
estimated that this will involve an` increased expenditure of just 
under Rs. 44 lakhs per annum, including the provision to be made 
for those employees of Local Bodies for whom Government had 
already accepted a whole or partial commitment. This increased 


dearness allowance will be paid in the current financial year with 


effect from Ist August, 1952, involving an expenditure of Rs. 26 lakhs 


iw 


«/ 
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for the 7 months of the year which remain. Of this Rs. 26 lakhs, 
a sum of Rs. 19 lakhs has already been included in the Budget figures 
before you, and has been shown under each major head concerned 
| on a rough basis described as “ Finance Department's Reserve ”. 
E I bring this to the pointed notice of hon. Members as they may 
otherwise be puzzled by this item. The balance ot Rs. 7 lakhs 
required to make the total extra provision of Rs. 26 lakhs was 
decided on after Budget documents had been printed, and is not 
included in the Budget. This additional amount will be provided ; 
through supplementaries. This means, however, that our net 
deficit of Rs, 43 lakhs as given in the Budget will now be increased 
to Rs. 50 lakhs. 


This Government has also considered most carefully the 
question of revision of grades of pay of Overseers. The present— 
position is that two grades apply, both of which start at Rs. 90 and 
end at Rs. 275, but in the casgof personnel recruited after 1931, 
the rate of increment is lower than in the case of ‘those recruited 
before 1931. Government has now decided, and this will be 
enforced after the Budget is passed, to create a single grade for all 
Overseers in the higher of the two now prevailing. It has also, 
been decided that instead of finishing at Rs. 275 this grade should 
now carry onto Rs. 300. As a result of this decision the new 
grade will be Rs 90—7—195-—5—200/7—235/8—291—9—300. The 
immediate financial repercussions of this change will be nominal 
and no special provision has been made inthe Budget for ite The 


long-term repercussions will be cumulative in effect, and are 
p estimated as involving Government in additional expenditure 


of Rs. 2,10,000 per annum, after a period of 15 to 20 years. 


° Government wish to accept as policy a fair wage, in the 
background of present prices for both its own lower-paid employees 

j ` and those privately employed. As an immediate step in this 
4 direction, these additional dearness allowances and adjustments 


- in. pay are being made. It may be contended that compared with 


f 


the increase in dearness allowance permitted by the Central 
Government, the provision now introduced is small. We have 
given extremely careful tuought to this problem. The number of 
employees in the lower-income groups is so large that the expendi- 
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ture involved on going up any higher than this is quite beyond our 
resources. We ate confident that this class of employees will bear 
with us in our appreciation of their need, and also respond, as 
indeed we all must, to the need of this State during the next few 
years when we will put a lot of money into development without 
attaining any return at the initial stages. We cannot eat our cake 


before it is made. 


28. Ihave now completed my review of expenditure. This 
Government is quite confident that consider- 

Tax on Passengers ing both the quantity and nature of the 
and Goods carried provision made in the Budget for 1952-53, a 
by Motor Vehicles. deficit of Rs. 50 lakhs ‘in the Revenue 
2 Account is fully justified. This sum is indeed 
almost wholly covered by just three items in which we have broken 
new ground. These are add®ional provision for Panchayats 
(Rs. 8 lakhs); increased dearness allowances for lJower-paid 
employees (Rs. 26 lakhs) and the Revenue account Share for Com- 
munity Projects (Rs. 15 lakhs), making a total of Rs. 49 lakhs. In 


‘addition, we have had to face unforeseen and abnormal expendi- 


ture in providing for the scarcity conditions in the Hissar District. 


Nevertheless, this Government is anxious not to put any undue 
strain on the finances of this State and people for the future years. 
We have, therefore, considered very carefully how far it is possible 
to cover the deficit of Rs. 50 lakhs. It has indeed been a problem 
to do so, as we recognise that the taxation capacity of our people, 
many of whom are displaced, is now limited. 


{n this background, J propose increased revenues from one 
single tax only. This is a tax of one pie per anna value of the fare 
on passengers and goods carried by motor vehicles. For adminis- 
trative ccnvenience, the tax will be assessed subject to a minimum 
of 3 pies (one pice) for any particular ticket. I have most carefully 
considered the possible repercussions of this tax on transport and 
on the people. J have come tothe conclusion that it represents a 
comparatively slight imposition and creates a source of revenue 


which is both flexible and expanding. The present maximum fare 
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which an operator is permitted to charge a passenger, except in 
some special hill areas, is 7 pies per milee I have examined actual 
rates and find that in several areas, the actual charge is only 6 pies 
per mile. With the tax now propesed, an additional charge of 
approximately half a pie per mile will be involved so that we will 
still in many areas be well within the 7 pies per mile permitted. 
I am also confident that this tax will not adverseley affect the 
balance in favour of rail transport as a result of competition 
between the railway and motor vehicles. 


It is estimated that the yield from sucha tax for a full year 
would be Rs. 30 lakhs. During the current financial year, the tax 
will be imposed for a period of 8 months starting from August 1, 
1952, resulting in a gross yield of Rs. 20 lakhs. After deducting 
Rs. 2 lakhs on establishment and administration, the net yield 
expected for the current finacial year is Rs. 18 lakhs. 


This Government will be introducing legislation for your 
consideration for the enforcement of the proposed tax during the 
current session: 


29. My colleagues and I have considered most carefully. the 
question of special pays, which are attached 

Savings—Reduc- to particular posts and received in addition 
tion of Speciai Pays. to the regular pay of the officers. We are 
quite convinced that in a democratic organi- 

sation such special pays are wrong in principle. Assuming that a 
fair wage is paid to our employees, it is not the attraction of 
small additional remuneration which will make the difference 
between good and bad work. It is basically a sense of self-respect 
and vocation that will differentiate a good from a bad officer. It 
is significant that in human operations when any hazardous and 
dangerous venture is undertaken, as in the case of active warfare 
where the presence of death is imminent, an appeal is never made 
to the belly but rather to the heart. At such a crisis volunteers 
are asked for, and not mercenaries. We are convinced that this 
is sound in principle, and that with independence an appeal to 


special’ pays for special work is an anachronism. We are also of 


the view that it is literally impossible to make a fair assessment 
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in regard to posts to which special pays should be attached and 
those which do not merit these. For example, it seems unfair that P| 


a Deputy Commissioner, the character of whose work often proves 
a constant strain on time, nerves and patience, should not receive 
a special pay, whereas a colleague of his working as a Secretary 
should do so. Inthe latter case, however hard and intelligent the 
work that may be required, the general conditions in which this 
work is perfermed are, without doubt, of comparative comfort and a 
facility. We have been led to the conclusion that in these circums- 
tances, taking our services as a whole, special pays far from being 
an incentive to greater efficiency and contentment, frequently are 
the cause of resentment and jealousy between colleagues. Both 
from the point of view ot principle and practice, therefore, we are 
convinced that special pays are a sign of disease and jealousy, 
rather than of health and vigour, in our administration, This 
Government has, therefore, accepted as policy, subject to the 
modifications which I will indicate, that special pays should be 


abolished. 


A 


* In applying this policy we hawe decided that we should exempt 
personnel who are in receipt of special pays, and whose basic pay 
is less than Rs. 5)0 per mensem. The reasons for this exemption 
are that a reduction in the remuneration of these lower-paid 
employees, may under present conditions, cause a great deal of 
hardship in individual cases; another reason is that in regard to 
special pays for this class of employees, these are often given as a 


substitute for a revised higher grade of pay. as for example, in the 


case of a Constable who on being asked to undertake clerical duties 

js given a small additional allowance. In regard to employees e 
earning above Rs. 5)) per mensem as basic pay, it has been decided, 

in view of present high prices, that it would be hard on those of A, 
them who are in receipt of such remuneration to have to adapt i 
themselves suddenly to a total loss of it. We have, therefore, al 


decided that the abolition of such pays should be spread over a 


period of three years. Those officers in this class who are in 
receipt of special piys on the 14th June, 1952, will, with effect from 
the Ist August, 1952, lose one-third of their special pay, calculated 
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to the nearest whole rupee : this will be followed by reduction by 
another one-third on Ist August, 1953, and a total stoppage of 


the special pay on the Ist August, 1954. In the case of personnel in 
future appointed by transfer or otherwise to posts which carry: 


-special pays, the special pay will not be permitted right from the 


start. In the case of personnel trasferred from one post carrying: a 
special pay to another with such a pay, the same rule of a reduction- 


of one-third per annum will apply. 


There is another class of exemption which I must mention. 
In the case of officers of the ex-Secretary-of-State-Services, special 
pays attached to particular posts are guaranteed under the pro- 
visions of the Constitution. We must abide by this guarantee. 
As, however, these are amongst the highest-paid employees’ of: 
Government, we recognise that the position will be anomalous: 
It is proposed, therefore, to issue a personal appeal to these: 
pices, who are limited in number, to fall into line with-Govern- 
ment pəlicy on a voluntary basis. We are hopeful' of. a satis- 
factory response. E ue 


A Z ei 


It: is estimated that the total cost per.annum involved for 
special pays of officers earning above Rs. 500 per mensem is- 
Rs. 2 lakhs. As the rate of one-third saved per year, the reduction 
in’ expenditure will be about Rs. 66,000; for the 7 months of this 
financial yeir we expect a ‘saving of approximately Rs. 30,000. 
In this matter, however, as already indicated the important 
issue is not the amount of money saved but the principle 


involved. 


30. This Government is determined to abolish all the 

° trappings and rags of privilege and csten- 

Savings —Police tation which we have inherited from the 
Guards, foreign regime, and which are incompatible 
with democratic practice. On the  priciple, 

that the abolition of privilege, like the exercise of charity, should 


begin at home, we have decided to abolish the elaborate Police 
Guard establishment attached to each Minister- Following from 
this we also propose to abolish this Guard for such officers of 
Government, like Deputy Commissioners, to whom it is attached. 
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In place of it we propose.to provide for two or possibly ‘three “a 
plain-clothes-gunmen, tor purposes of protection. The reduction wi 
in expenditure expected from this move will be in the neighbour- gi 
hood of Rs. 64,009.per annum; which for the seven moths of this 

financial year, will mean an amount of Rs. 37,000. Here again, 

however. it is the principle which is mofe important than the sum 


of money involved. Gs 


| 31. Iam now in a position to indicate the final deficit in the 
i < Revenue Account. This is Rs. 43 lakhs in 
i Final Deficit, the Budget figures, to which an additicnal 
| 7 Rs. 7 lakhs has to be added cn acccunt of 
provision not made for the scale of additional dearness 


allowances proposed, making a gross total of Rs. 50 lakhs. The 
net yield expected from the tax on passengers and goods carried 
by motor vehicles is Rs. 18 lakhs and we may assume a tőtal 
saving of nearly Rs. 1 lakh from the economies mentioned by 
me in connection with special pays and Police Guard establishment. 
Tae result willbe a reduction of the deficit of Rs 50 lakhs by 
Rs 19 likhs, leaving a net deficit of Rs. 31 lakhs. I propose to leave 


this deficit uncovered. 


32, It would be presumptuous of m2, so soon after taking 
over as Finance. Minister, to attempt any 


Conclusion. long-term assessment ofthe finacial position 
| of this State. It is, nevertheless, important. < 
that I should at least give some broad indications of how in my | 


l 
opinion this land of ours lies. 


Ae E $ ' + , a b , J 
Since Partition, the main factors in the economic situation 


ef this State, and its citizens, have been adverse. First there was 


the loss of assets of very considerable proportions by both people 


and State following the cruel operation of Partition; second, there 
was the loss to some of our most important areas of affluent + 
markets for trade and industry, and the resulting need of a 
quick-term adjustment to a new situation; third, more than 


in other parts of the country, our people had to face the difficulties 


of an exticmely tight money market, accentuated in the Punjab 
Origifkl with; 
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_ 


by its proximity to the border, and continual apprehension of 
trouble with our neighbours : fourth, there was the need, to begin 
with, insistent to the point of despair, for displaced persons to 
rehabilitate themselves, and for the help of Government to this 
end. In these circumstances, both the State and citizens have had 
to face a dual problem resulting from lack of finaces and the need 
of these to meet immediate necessity, and to build up future 
security. This State has come out of this test in some respects 
almost better than the most optimistic prophet could have foreseen. 
Our proportionate revenues from the Joint Punjab for this part 
of it were in the neighbourhood of Rs. 8 crores, as against which 
we are able this year to work on the basis of over Rs. 17 crores. 
This in an enormous achievement, and financially is a conclusive 
tribute to the resilience and determination of our people. Never- 
theless, this position has been achieved, at the cost of taxation 
of considerable severity. Iam convinced that we have now got 
to a position where both in urban and rural areas any substantial 
increase intaxation is just not practical. Indeed large numbers 
of our population who are displaced still continue to require help 
in the wey of money from Government to equip themselves with 
the wherewithal of subsistence. This position has in the immediate 
past been aggravated to some extent by the slump. Though I 
do not consider its effects permanently disabling, it has undoubtedly 
considerably reduced the turnover of business in almost every 
sphere. In these circumstances, we will be fortunate if we are’ 
substantially able to stabilise our present Re enue Receipts. In 
one direction at least we are. already certain of a loss... This: 
is in regard to reduced income from ‘opium, as a result of the 
Government of India’s policy to reduce its consumption by 10 per i 
cent per annum, so that in ten years there is a complete prohibition 
on its oral consumption. This means a drop of Rs. ten to twelve 
lakhs per annum for this State, which over a ten-year period will 
amount to over a croré. It is in this background that our financial 


policies must be framed. | aay 


At this stage I wish to say a few words in regard to the moral 
environment in which we must work, and which, besides being an 
end in itseif, ultimately iniluences the quality and extent of material 


\ 


a 
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effort. This Government will do its utmost to establish justice | a 
and purity in the Administration. Practical steps to make this a’ p” 
reality are being examined. In order to end nepotism and 
favouritism in the recruitment of personnel, we are considering 
ways and means of making the Public Service Commission respon« 
sible for all- selections, even to lower-paid posts, now exempt from- 
their jurisdiction. We will endeavour also to take speedy and: 
effective’ action against individual officers at the slightest corrup-` 
tion, or abuse, on their part. This, however, will always be a! 
somewhat one-sided action, unless we are assured of public co“ 
operation. In the last analysis, it is the public itself that must- | P 
determine to show up, and help us in punishing, and eradicating" l 
this disease. I would most earnestly appeal for their assistance. 


Turning now to this year’s Budget, I am satisfied that within 
our limited resources, and figiting hard to keep our deficit at 
as low a tigure as possible, we have not done badly. We have 
broken new ground in important fields of development, particularly’ 
in regard to improving the remuneration of teachers; in providing < 
at least some relief to our low-paid employees; in additional 
provision for Panchayats to’ raise the living standard’ of the rural’ 
population ; in progress towards the nationalisation of text-books: 
and extending the scope and improving the quality of education ý 
in making initial provision for the colonisation of areas to be 
irrigated by the Bhakra-Nangal Project; in setting up a Finance 
Corporation for helping industrial enterprise ; and in providing our 
share of the expenditure for the experiment on Community Projects. 
In other realms we have at least held our own, making small 
improvements here and there for future development. In addition å 
we have provided, literally without stint, for the essential needs of 
the scarcity areas. l 


Nevertheless, in the circumstances of this State, I will be the 
first to admit that there are gaps, and I know that hon. Members p E 
will readily think of both new items as well as items in the Budget, 
for which increased provision could be made. I know also that in i 
regard to many of these items, there is real need, and a genuine. | 


insistent dcmand on the part of cur people. We have, however, felt 


i 
h 
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that it would be unjustified to put any further strain on our 


revenues. 


* è 
On the Capital and Loan sides, there are factors in the 


situation which would tend to justify if not an alarming, at least a 


picture which requires earnest thought and careful attention. We 
have inherited a fair number of unproductive and risky schemes, 
particularly those arising from Capital Expenditure and Loans for 
Rehabilitation purposes. We have also had to take on, and will 
have to take on in the future, certain inescapale expenditure, 
connected with the re-establishing of assets lost by this Govern- 


ment in the Joint Punjab. I do not mean to suggest that such 


expenditure should be entirely avoided ; indeed some of it is more 


important than productive expenditure. It is, however, my duty 


to point out the financial implications, about which, quite frankly, 
I am not at all happy. We will have to pay back larger instalments 


‘by way of returns of loans for the future, and I cannot forsee in 


the next few years an easy budgetary position. In fact the future 
appears to me to be progressively difficult. I have, however, one 
great hope, and that is that the peculiar problems of our State will 
be appreciated and that we will receive some measure of direct 
assistance from the Centre. 


This Government also greatly welcomes the appointment of a 
Finance Commision, and is confident that the needs and special 
problems of our State, in regard to both Expenditure and Receipts 


will be appreciated by them. I feel that we cannot indefinitely 


deny to our people essential items of development which we are 
forced to ignore owing to our tight revenue position. 


In any event, it is quite obvious that it will be necessary 
to husband our resources most carefully; to continually and at 
proper length explain our difficulties to, and win the confidence of, 
the public to whom we are responsible ; and to constantly remind 
ourselves that if we wish to achieve a secure position financially, 
amongst the States of this country, we will have, before we arrive 
on the hill-top, to pass through the valley of austerity and difficulty. 
This is the price which this generation of our citizens must 
be willing to pay in order to achieve a really prosperous 


Punjab. 


Ene 


(1) 54 PUNJAB LEGI, ATIVE ASSEMBLY (14+h June, 1952 


33. At the suggestion and request of my Finance ‘Secretary, 

I propose to depart from the usual custom 

Acknowledgments. of mentioning and appreciating the services 

of individual officers by name. I would, 

however, like to acknowledge before the Legislature my appre- 

ciation of the work done by the officers and men of the Finance 

Department in preparing, at very short notice, and at very great 
speed, a second budget for the year 1952-53. 


I also wish to record the apprecia‘ion of this Government to 
the Accountant+General and his Staff, who share with us the burden _ I 
ef watching the financial interests of this State. I 


And now, Sir, I request your leave to present the Budget, 
1952-53. (Loud Cheers), - 


Jai Hind. 


COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES. 


Mr, Speaker : Hon. Members, before we disperse, I would like 
you to please bear with me on the point that I made at the com- 
mencement of the proceedings, namely, that it tamtamounts to a 
breach of privilege, for whatever the friends below were doing or 
shouting. I feel that disorderly conduct within the precincts of 
the Assembly building, while the House is in Session, is a gross 
contempt of the Houe. Not only that, it is definitely a gross 
breach of the privilege of this House when any person obstructs 
a Member or Members of the House coming to or going from the 
House or influences him or them to take certain action. In other 
„words, any attempt to influence the Members in their conduct by 
threats is also a breach of privilege of the House, I am of the 
Opinion that some suitable steps must be taken to prevent the 
recurrence of what happened this morning. when the House was 
meeting and, therefore, with a view to getting definite information 
as well as the recommendations I propose to constitute a Committee 
comprising the following gentlemen. This may be called the Com. 
mittee on Privileges: 
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Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon, Deputy Speaker- Chasman 
Ch. Lahri Singh. 

Giani Rajinder Singh. 

Shri Mool Chand Jain. 

Shri Sri Chand. 

Shri Som Datt Bahri. 

Sardar Ajmer Singh. 

Shri Jagdish Chandra. 

Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa. 


Learned Advocate General will please help the Committee in 
respect of the legal aspects cf the question. _ 


I hope all the Members will realise, as I said, that the respect 
and dignity of the House must be maintained and that occurrence 


of such scenes cannot be allowed or tolerated. F d a 


ee ee oe ee 


MICROPHONES AND LOUD SPEAKERS. 


I wish to make one more announcement. 
will fit up the House 
loud speakers. 


On Monday we ’ 
as far as. possible with microphones and 
E really sympathise with the Finance Minister who 
had to exert hard while reading his speech and even then many 
of the hon. Members could not hear what be was saying. Anyhow 
the speech has been published and it will make no material differe- 
nce. From Monday onwards we will have microphones and loud 


speakers so that hon. Members can easily hear the speeches made 
in the House. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Monday the 16th 


June, B52. 
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Monday, 16th June, 1952. 


ees vanme eee 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla-4. at2 P. M. of 
Ww the Clock Mr. Speaker (Dr. Sarya Pal) in the Chair. | 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Mr. Speaker: Iwouldinform the House that the Chief Minister 
ae has not been able to attend the Assembly on accourt of his indisposition. 
=e He has, however,request ed that the first three questions on today’s list 
ae which relate to his departments may be postponed till he comes. l 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Ona point of information, Sir, Cannot any 
other Minister give a reply to these questions ? 


' 7 Mr. Speaker: Yes. Lest there be any misunderstanding I am stating 

before the House that these questions have been postponed at the specific 

' request of the Chief Minister. As he is unable to attend the Session on 
account of his indisposition, he has sought the indulgence regarding the 
postponement of the questions till he is able to attend, and it has been 
granted. œ 


* 


DAMAGE TO MANGO CROP IN HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT. 


i *76. Shri Rala Ram: Will the Minister for Development be pleased 
| l E ' to state whetber it is a fact that the whole mango crop in Hoshiarpur District 
=. has been damaged this year by the mango pest call ed ‘taila’ ; if so, the steps, 
if any, taken by the district agiicultural staff to combat this pest ? 


`~ 
~ 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


di (Ist part) Yes. Serious damage to mango crop has been done 
by ‘Taila; 


(Second Part: ) District Agriculture Authorities had only two power 
dusters with them and they used these and were able to spray with D. D. T. 
. g only 9500 trees. 


Bad weather in March also interfered with spraying. 


P The Government feels this loss very much. 


~ 


\ 


A 
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[Minister for Develoment] 
It wishes tĦat well-to-do peasants should own such power dusters 


and may use these in times of such emergencies. 


Shri Rala Ram: May I know if the Government is prepared to give A 
compensation to the zamindars whose mango crops have been damaged ? 
Minister: The Gcvernment has not so far arrived at any decis- * 
ion, 
Shri Rala Ram: May I know whether spraying was done in all 
the orchards or only in the orchards managed by the Government ? 
Minister : It has been done without any distinction whatsoever. If 
the hon. Member has any information to the contrary he may give specific l 
instances and I shall make enquiries. yy 
Sardar Chanan Singh: May I know in which villages the spraying 
was done ? 
Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should know such things. One 
cannot say unless they arise out of the question. | 
‘RECLAMATION OF LAND IN HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT. 
` #77. Shri Rala Ram: Will the Minister for Development te pleased 
to state the area of land reclaimed during the last two years in Hoshiarpur 
district ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : The following area was reclaimed by 
the tractors of the Agriculture Department:— 
Year. Area in acres. , 
1950-51. S 
= ¢ July-June ). 1961. 
1951-52. 
( July-April ). : 
1952. 1039. 
Total. 3000 acres. 


Shri Dev Raj sethi: May I know how much expenditure was incurred 
in connection with the reclamation of land ? 
Minister: I would bave given a reply if the hon. Member had in- 


cluded this question in the original one. 
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Sardar Achhar Singh: May'I know how much expenditure was incur- | 


red in reclaiming the area of land in Hoshiarpur district which is affected | 


by chos ? 
a Shri Rala Ram: Sir, you might have read in the news-papers that an 
area of 82 acres of land only was reclaimed in Hoshiarpur district. Isita | 
. fact ? . | ; 
a Minister: I have already given the figures. Í 


Shri Rala Ram: Some area of land was reclaimed by means of trac- | 
tors and may I know the area of land damaged by chos which was reclaimed 
by other methods ? 


— Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise out of the main question. 


sX 


Shri Ram Kishan; May I know how much area of land that has been 
reclaimed has been given to the landless cultivators ? 
Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise. The question is how much 


land has been reclaimed. Now you cannot ask him all sorts of questions. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Certain questions can definitely be asked. It is 
for the hon. Minister to say that he requires notice or otherwise. 
Mr. Speaker: No, I am not going to delegate my powers to the mem- 


bers (Hear, hear). It is up to me to decide whether a supplementary question 
is in order or not. 


DEPUTATION SENT ABROAD FOR THF PURCHASE OF MACHINERY. 
*27. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Public Works be 


| pleased to state :- - 

mi è (a) whether the Punjab Government sent any deputation abroad for 
the purchase of machinery for Bhakra and Nangal Project; if so, 
the names of those deputed; 


e ’ (b) whether any orders for the purchase of machinery were placed; 
if so, for what amount ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: (a) No. 
(b) Does not arise, 


DEPUTATION SENT ABROAD FOR THE SELECTION OF ARCHITECTS. 
*28. Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state whether any deputation was sent abroad to select Architects 
for the Capital Project at Chandigarh; if so, the names of those deputed ? 
Original with; 
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Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Yes, in November, 1950 a deputation consist- 


ing of the following members was sent abroad for the selection of architects 
for the Capital Project:— 
1. Shri P. N. Thapar, 1.c.s., Financial Commissioner Relief and 


Rehabilitation and Chief Administrator, Capital Project. 
2. Shri P. L. Verma, Chief Engineer, Capital Project. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I'know, Sir, what were the qualifications 
of these gentlemen who went overseas to select the architects for 
Chandigarh 2 


Mr. Speaker: This does not follow as the hon, Member asked only 


the names of the persons comprising the deputation going abroad and not 
their qualifications. 


PROPOSAL TO DIG A MINOR CANAL IN TEHSIL BATALA. 


*29. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state whether the Government has under consideration any pro- 
posal to dig a minor canal from Sathiali to Aulakhin Batala a if So, 


how long it will take to complete the work ? 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Yes. The scheme is under investigation 
and is likely to be prepared by the end of September, 1952. Construction 
work will, however, be taken in hand during the current financial year as 
minor irrigation scheme, if persons benefited are willing to pay 624 per cent 
of the estimated cost. 

Shri Eev Raj Sethi: Is it not a fact that the Government, previ- 
ously, used to recover from the zamindars 62 per cent of the expenditure 
involved in digging a minor canal ? 

Minister : We have made this demand for the first time as the subsidy 
which we used to get from the Government ot India has now been withdrawn. 


SUPPLY OF WHEAT TO DELHI STATE. 
*51. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Local Govern- 


ment be pleased to state whether Government received any request or pro- 


posal for the supply of wheat from Punjab to Delhi State during the year 
1952; if so, the action, if any, taken by the Government thereon ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Yes. A request was received and the 
Punjab Government have agreed to export 60,000 tons of country wheat to 
Delhiin the crop year 1952-53. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: At what rate is the wheat teing supplied ? 
Minister: Rate will be the same as in the Punjab, 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is the Government satisfied that our State will 
be able to spare this quantity of wheat after meeting its own requirements ? 


Minister: Yes. The Government is satisfied that they will be able 
to spare this much wheat for Delhi State. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Does it mean that we will not have to import 


wheat from America ? 


Mr. Speaker : How does a question about American wheat or any 
other wheat follow from the answer? 


Minister : Sir, I am prepared to answer it. 


Mr. Spaaker: I do not want a Minister to answer a question which 
does not arise out of the main question. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Sir, how many supplementary questions can 


_ be asked ? 


Mr. Speaker : No limit is laid down. It depends onthe different. 
questions and their answers, 


IMPORT OF WHEAT BY LANDLORDS RESIDING IN RATIONED 
AREA. 


*52, Shri Dey Raj. Sethi: Wil! the Minister for Local Govern- 


ment be pleased to State :— 


(a) whether Government is aware of the hardships arising out of the 
restrictions on import of wheat into rationed areas by landlords - 
of the district who are not permitted to eat the produce of their 


own soil; 


(b) whether Government have received any representations by the 
landlords seeking permission of the Government to import wheat 
into rationed areas within the district equal in quantity of the 
ration for the year; if so, the action, if any, taken by the Govern- 
ment in the matter ? i 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: (a) No substantial hardship is involved 


to the Landlords who draw rations from the prescribed sources 
along with other consumers. Under statutory rationing, all consu- 
mers have to be treated equally and i ee whether they are 
landlords or otherwise. 


M ss) 
(2) 6 Punjab Legislative Assembly [16th June, 1952] 


[Minister for Local Government] 
(b) Representations are received from time to time. In 1949 the 


Government agreed to allow the producers, residing within the 
rationed town and owning land within the Revenue estate of that 
town, to use their own grain against their entitlement on the 
ration card for the year. No further relaxation of the provisions a 
of the rationing order is possible in the interest of successful 
working of the Monopoly Procurement and Rationing Schemes. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister be pleazed to state the reason 


for the anomaly that while the praducers wao have got their lands within 
the rationed areas are allowed to keep foougrains for their own consumption, 
the zamindars who have got their lands outside the rationed areas are 
not allowed to import foodgrains for their own consumption ? 


Minister : The reason is that the number of such producers who have 
got their lands within the rationed areas is small while the number of pro- 
ducers who have their lands outside the rationed areas is very large. If all 
of them are allowed to import foodgrains into rationed areas the work of the 
department will increase to such an extent that the Government will have to 
open another department for this additional work. However, Government 
isconsidering the question of providing rationing facilities to more people 
in this connection. 


t 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, the Minister for Local Government has 
been pleased to state that the Government will have to establish a 
new department if all the producers are allowed to import their produce 
for their own consumption into the rationed areas. May I ask the Minister 


whether the present staff of his department is not so large as to cope with 
this work ? 


Mr. Speaker : This question does not arise. 
Shrimati SitaDevi: On a point of order, Sir 


Mr. Speaker: Yes. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, you will please allow me to get a full answer 
to the question which has already been admitted. 


~ 


Mr. Speaker : I may state for the information of the Lady Member 
that it is the Speaker and not a Minister who decides whether a supplemen- 


tary question is relevant or not. You can ask only a relevant question, 


Minister: Sir, I request you to kindly allow those questions also to 
- o vibaanswered for which the Ministers are prepared. 
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Mr. Speaker: I propose to be guidel by the rules. I am not going 
to he dictated to by anybody. 


w. 
Minister : This is vour sweet will, Sir. 


Shri Devi Lall: Will the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the labourers who live in rationed areas do not get sufficient | 
ration ? 


Mr. Speaker: It appears that the hon. Member has not read the 
question careiully. 


COMPLETION OF METALLED AND UNMETALLED ROADS IN 
THE STATE AFTER THE PARTITION. 


*30. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Public Works 
be pleased to state the length of metalled and unmetalled, roads that were 
completed in the State after the partition ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: 256 miles of roads have been metalled and 41 


miles of old metalled roads improved in the State after the partition. No 
unmetalled road has been newly constructed, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Has the Government made any provision in 
this Budget for the construction of roads ? : 


Minister: Yes. 


Shri PrabodhChandra: May I know the reasons why the mileage of 
roads constructed in 1951-52 was less than that in 1948 ? 


Pa 


Mr. Speaker: This does not arise either out of the original question 
or out of the answer given by the hon. Minister. 


x 
ABIANA IN MUKERIAN SUB TEHSIL. 


*79. Shri Rala Ram: Will the Minister for Public Works be plea- 
sed to state whether it isa fact that abiana in the area irrigated by Shah 
Nahar in Mukerian Sub Tehsil has been raised six hundred per cent after the 
partition; if so, the reasons therefor ? . 2 . 


_ Chaudhri Labri Singh: t. The water rates levied are now brought 
in line with those prevailing on other canals in the State. In some cases it 
has been increased about 6 times. 


2. After the transfer of Shah Nahar Canal to the Irrigation Branch, 
extensive works have been carried out with a view to feeding the canal with 
an assured supply both at the time of sowing and maturing of crops. 


—— N 
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Shri Rala Ram: May I know whether these rates of abiana are the 
same as prevalent in Amritsar and Ferozepore districts or are they original 
rates ? 


è 
Minister: These ‘are the rates of Upper Bari Doab for the Kharif _ 
crop, the period for which is from May to October and the rates have been 


increased six times. `. 
Shri Rala Ram: Whe'her it is a fact that this matter has not been 


kept in view that the land of Mukerian is much inferior to the land of 
Amritsar and Ferozepore districts. Thereis no water head in this area. 


Minister: But rice is produced there The land which is capable of 
producing good quality of rice cannot be said to be inferior. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Is it not a fact that the canal in Mukerian 
is much smaller than that in Amritsar and Ferozepore ? It can safely be 


l called a small ‘nala’. 


Minister : We shall charge less. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: How much produce is being obtained by this 
canal ? 


Minister: It is difficult for me to say about the produce, but I can 


tell about the area irrigated by it. 
l. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: When the Government has increased the abiana 
rates, it must have teen done on certain considerations. What are those 


considera tins ? 
> 


Minister: It has been raised to bring it to the same level with other 
places in the State. l 


Captain Ranjit Singh :- You always keep in your mind how to raise 
the rates. You never consider how to lower them. , 


reves maeman Wiaan 


CONFIRMATION OF P. W. D. ROAD INSPECTORS. 


*90. Shri Babu Dayal : Will the Minister for Public Works be . 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the P. W. D. Road Inspectors 


are not permanent at present; if so, the reasons therefor ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Yes, the Road Inspectors employed in the 
Pp. W. D., Buildings and Roads Branch are not permanent, as they are ` 
members of establishment chargeable to estimates of annual maintenance of 
roads, and do not belong to regular establishment. 


Shri Babu Dayal: Can we hope that they will be confirmed ? 
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Minister : Yes. The Government is considering the matter. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: How much time will the Government take in 


arriving at some decision ? | 


an Minister : It is hoped to be decided in the near future. 
Shrimati Sita Devi: What time should we take for ‘near future’ ? | | 
Minister: Nine months. (Laughter). 
Shri Babu Dayal: On a point of order, Sir. In my opinion the period 
of nine months given by the hon. Minister should not have been given. 
am | — 1 
T AREA AFFECTED WITH THUR AND SEM IN THE STATE. 
108. Sardar Adhar Singh :~Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state the area of land affected with Thur and Sem districtwise 
in the State ? 
| Sardar Partap Singh Kairon :- 
| District. | Thur in acres. Sem in acres. Total. 
| e eee cee; 
| | 
1. Ferozepore. 29842 239 £0081 
| 2. Amritsar, 27198 620 27818 
3. Gurgaon. 7852 6 7858 | 
| 4. Karnal. 3367 4454 7821 j 
5. Ambala. 337 2544 2881 
2 6. Gurdaspur. 105 3114 3219 
_ 7. Rohtak. 916 947 1863 
| : e. Hissar. _ 1396 — 1396 
! 9. Ludhiana. 617 f 760 ; 1377 
| 10. Hoshiarpur. — L 196 196 
| i Total. 71630 12880 84510 
Government is very well aware of the recent increase of Sem and Thur 
| in the province and is contemplating the creation of drainage circles. 
| 
ie TET, 
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VISUAL TEST, SPECIAL SEM AND THUR GIRDAWARIS DONE 
IN THE STATE. š 


*109. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the Minister for Development be 


pleased to state :— me 
(a) whether the visual test special sem thur girdawaris are being 
done by the Civil and Irrigation branch as was decided by the ý 
Waterlogging Board in the Joint Punjab; if so, the result of 
these girdawaris; 
(b) whether the thur is on the increase or on the decrease: 
(c) if the answer to part (a) above bein the negative, the steps . 
Government proposes to take to have correct and up-to-date - 
knowledge of the thur problem; + 
(d) whether the Government is aware of thè thur and sem menace 
in Amritsar, Ferozepore and Karnal districts; if so, does the Gov- 
ernment propose to start the reclaimation of such deteriorated 
lands to increase the food production of the State ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: (a) Special Visual Test has teen dis- 
| continued since March, 1948. 
= (b) The thur is on the increase. 
(c) Ordinary thur and sem girdawari is already being done twice a 
year in March and October and statistics relating to the effect of 
thur and sem are collected. 
(d) First part Yes. 
Second Part :- | 
The proposal has been considered by Government, but it is not 
possible to start reclamation of such lands at present for 
want of funds and shortage of canal water. — _ 
CANAL WATER DISPUTE IN THE STATE. 
“112. Sardar Sshmshat Siaza: Will the Ministe? for Public Works " 
be pleased to state :— . 
(a) what is done to ensure evén distribution of water in case a 
chak includes more than one village; i 
i 


(b) the number of villages in the State which have been deprived of 
canal water due to lack of water courses for the last 10 and 5 
years respectively; 

(c) the number of breaches and cufs, separately, which occurred on 
the Sirhind Canal during the year 1946-47 and the vear 1950-51 
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respectively and the amount of “tawan”? which was levied year- 
wise, ? 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh: 


(a) To ensure even distribution of water any shareholder of the 
outlet can apply for framing of Warabandi under Section 68 of the 
Canal and Drainage Act VIII of 1873. 


(b) The relevant information is not readily available and I think the 
labour involved in its collection will not be commensurate with 


, the results to be achieved. 
= (c) The required information is given below:— 
H Year No. of Charges _, No. of Charges 
breaches, assessed. a cuts. assessed. 


es ES aaa SAS eea RS eS e aa et a m "n ee n 


Rs. Rs. 
1946-47 i8 87 98,13] 
1950-51 a — ‘ʻo 104 . 92,840 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: May I know whether the Government have 


taken any safeguards against the deliberate efforts on the part of the officials. 


of the Irrigation Department to designate ‘breaches’ as ‘cuts’ ? 


Minister: Ifthe hon. Member can point out any specific instance 


action can be taken to set it right. ne i | EE 
Sardar Shamsher Singh: It is a general practice. 


an Minister ; But Iam not aware of it. + 


v 
| Ey TEE em 


PROCUREMENT OF RICE IN MUKERIAN SUB-TEHSIL. 


. *80 ShriRala Ram: Will the Minister for Local Self-Government 

be pleased to state:— > 

(a) whether it isa fact that in 1951-52 only eighty thousand bags 

of rice were procured from Mukerian Sub-Tehsil, while in 1950-51 

a as many as one lac and twenty-five thousand bags of rice were 
an procured by Government from the same area; 


(b) whether the Government is aware of the fact that the big fall in 
| | * procurement is due to lack of adequate water-supply through the 


Shah Nahar ? 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: (a) No. The total procurement of rice 
in Mukerian Sub-Tehsil in 1951-52 is 23705 bags from Ist. October 1951 
to 31st May, 1952, against 72,375 bags procured in 1950-51 (i. e. from 
Ist October, 1950 to 30th September, 1951). a 


(b) The area under rice on Shah-Nahar Canal during Kharif 1950 2 
was assessed as 14,552 acres whereas during Kharif 1951 it was | 
14,633. From this it would appear that there was no shortage of 

water on Shah-Nahar Canal during Kharif 1951. 


ABOLITION OF DISTRICT BOARDS. 


*81. Shri Rala Ram: Will the Minister for Local self-Government be = 
pleased to state whether Government propose to abolish district boards and 
establish local Panchayat Mandals in their place for discharging their funct- 
ions in the State ? : Pa 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: No. 
QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY FOR THE APPOINTMENTS OF 
DISTRICT ENGINEERS. 


*89. Shri Babu Dayal Sharma: Will the Minister for Local Self- 

Government be pleased to state the minimum qualifications necessary for the 

| appointment of a District Engineer in any of the District Boards in the 
| State? 


| Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: The technical qualifications are similar 
to those prescribed for the recruitment of officers to the Punjab Service of , 
Engineers, B. & R. Branch, as contained in clause (c) of Rule 5 of the 
Punjab Service of Engineers (B. & R. Branch) Rules, 1942, published in Punjab 
Government Notification No. 16-ES/26/990-E, dated the llth March, 1942; = 
and, in addition, five years’ professional standing is necessary. With the 
previous sanction of the State Government a district board can, however, 
appoint an Engineer who does not possess such qualifications 


Shri Babu Dayal Sharma: May I know whether the appointment of 
unqualified persons to such posts leads to in-efficiency in the work ? 


Minister: It is very rare that essential qualifications are waived and 
that only where there are sound reasons for departure. = 


Shri Babu Dayal Sharma: Is it not a fact that in the matter of 
waiving such qualifications there is much scope for favouritism etc. ? | 


: Minister: There is no question of any favouritism. | 
| | l 
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Shrimat! Sita Devi: May I know the special grounds on which 
essential qualifications are generally waived ? 


~~, Minister: If the hon. Lady Member desires to know about some 
particular case, the grounds can be stated with reference to that, otherwise 
3 it is not possible to give them. 


GRANTS TO PANCHAYATS FOR SANITARY PURPOSES. 

*98. Shri Samar Singh: Will the Minister for Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government gave an 
undertaking during May, 1951 that Panchayats would get grants equal to 

onde. the voluntary contributions collected by them for sanitation a if so, 
t the action taken consequent on that undertaking ? 


-Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: No undertaking to this effect was given 
by Government after a proper examination of the case. However, promises 
to this effect were held out by officers of the- Panchayat Department. 
Government have now decided to contribute an amount equivalent to 
75% of the collections raised by Panchayats during a period of 5 years and 
a provisions of Rs. 8 lacs has been made for this purpose ‘in the Schedule 

\ of New Expenditure, which requires the approval of Legislature. 

ShriSamar Singh: The hon. Minister lias stated in his reply that 

certain amount has been granted for the Panchayats ‘in the State 


. ‘Minister : There i is no question of any | specific ‘grant ‘for the purpose. 
What I have stated is that the Government has given an undertaking to 


a es 


help the Panchayats provided ay ty to collect voluntary subscriptions 
‘among ‘theméélvés, Lae scalar 


| | RECRUITMENT OF OFF ICERS IN THE CIVIL SUPPLIES FOOD 
_ AND RATIONING DEPARTMEN TS OF THE STATE, 


TTA Sardar Shamsher Singh: Will the Minister for Local Self- 
| Government be pleased to state :— 


so (a) the number of officers recruited in the Civil Supplies, Food and 
Rationing Departments i in the State after the partition; -~ 


an (b) whether it is a fact that such officers | were appointdéd by. the’ Heads 
| “of the Departments; $ 


(c) whether the cases of such officers were ever referred to the Public 
Service Commission for verification of ‘their suitability for such 
“appointnients ? 


* 
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Pandit 3hri Ram Sharma : (a) 216 including permanent Govern- 
ment servants. 

‘(c) Civil Supplies Department was exempted from the purview of the 
Public Service Commission till early 1950, Cases of the officers 

v recruited after early 1950 are being referred to the Public Service 

Commission. — | | a | 

Shri Prabodh Chandra : =. “May I know the grounds for not making such 

l recruitment through the Public Service Commission ? 
=` Minister: Under certain circumstances ` the PE of ‘the time - 


was unable to do so, but since early 1950 the cases of officials recruited to \ 
this department have. been referred to the Public Service. Commission. 


OPENING OF NEW SCHOOLS AND NEW HOSPITALS IN’ THE STATE 

= Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state the number of new schools and new hospitals. opened in the State 
after the partition 2 


* 31 Shri Jagat Narain: The total'number. of new schools of all categories 
opened in the State after the. partition up to 31st: March, 1952 is 730. There 
is an increase of 162 high schools and 805 primary schocls, The number 
of lower middle schools and middle schools has gone down by 237. The 
lower middle schools have either been raised to middle schools or reduced 
to primary schools and many of the middle schools. have been up- -graded | to 
high schools. o 


The number of hospitals and dispensaries opened after the partition for 
the same period is 84. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra : win the Minister tor Education be pleased 
to state whether the progress made in the sphere of education is in accord- 


ance with the various plans formulated by the Govertiment from time 
to time ? : 


Minister’ © Of course, the progress at this stage is not as it should be, 


due to various reasons but we are trying to do our best in this matter and 


hope that soon we will be able to make a considerable headway. 
Sardar Ajmer Singh: May I know the. number of schools opened in i 


rural and urban areas separately ? 
i Minister: This question. requires a fresh notice. | | 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Will a certain number of new schools and 
hospitals be meant for women ? 
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Minister: This thing will be kept in view, 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: At the time of preparation of the Budget did 
mio the Government prepare any plan for opening new Schools and hospitals ? 


j Minister : The programme for the current year is before the House. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra : The Minister has stated that the Government 
is thinking about the number of new schools and hospitals to be opened. 
Will these be in addition to those for which provision has been made in the 
Budget ? 
| Minister: Yes. These will be in addition to those provided for 
aii in the Budget. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: When the Government prepared the Budget, 
did they keep in view the necessity of making ita rule that a certain per- 
centage of the new schools and hospitals should be for women ? 


Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise. 


PUBLICATION AND SALE OF TEXT BOOKS. 


*71. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Education be pleas- 
ed to state :— 


(a) the list of publishers to whom the work of publication and 
sale of text books has been entrusted for the years 1951-52 and 
1952-53 by the Punjab Government; 


‘(b) the principles and procedure adopted in making selection of 
publishers and authors; 


(c) the amount of surcharge received by the Government for the 


= 2 year 1951-52 publisher-wise; 
(a) whether any prices were fixed for the text books; if so, the 


schedule of rates; 


(e) whether any complaints have been received by the Government 
about the publication and sale of text books for the year 
1951-52 ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: (a) The lists are laid on the Table* 


(b) Authors and publishers were not selected and therefore the 
question of principles and procedure for their selection does not 
arise. For the selection of books, however, the following pro- 


cedure was adopted : — 
a 
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[Minister for Education] 
(i) Authors and publishers were asked to submit books written 


according to the syllabus prescribed. pe 
(ii) Books received were sent for review to several reviewers. 
(iii) Views of the reviewers were assessed by a Committee consisting 7 
of E.S., Chairman Public Service | Commission and a High 
| Court Judge. — 
(iv) The recommendations of the Committee were approved by the 
Government. 
(c) No surcharge was received by the Government. Possibly what ʻi 
the honble. Member has in mind is whether the Government d 
received any share of the royalty. The Government received ” 
from the publishers 5% of royalty on the sale price of approved 
books. Statement giving particulars of royalty received is 
laid.* 
(d) Yes. The schedule of rates adopted this year as also the one 
for the last year is laid on the Table.* 
(e) Yes. They have been attended to. If the hon. Member 
has any specific point in mind, I shall be happy to have it in- 
vestigated. | 
Sardar Chanan Singh: Has the Government constituted some Board 
for publishing books 2 Ifso, how many books hive been prepared by 
that Board and how many of those have been published ? 
Minister: No Board has ‘been constituted by the Government yet, 
but the persons appointed for the purpose have prepared twenty seven 
books. Four of these have been published and the rest iwill come in the 
market in about a week. 7 


v) 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In his reply the hon. Minister stated that he was 
laying three statements on the Table of the House but I have not been sup- 
plied copies of any one of these. How can the Member asking the question 
put supplementaries if he is not Supplied copies of the statements laid on 
the Table ? Under the rules it was essential that I should have been sup- 
plied their copies in advance, | 

Minister: The hon. Member can have these now. 


| oka ac ae ieee 


i PRIVILEGE MOTION 
Mr. Speaker: Now we will proceed to the next item on the list of 
business, as the list of questions for to-day has been exhausted. There is 
a aaa a a pee a eee meee 


*Kept in the Liberary. 
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a Privilege Motion sent by Sardar Achhar Singh, Sardar Darshan Singh, 
Sardar Nidhan Singh and Sardar Chanan Singh to the following effect.— 


We beg leave to move a Privilege Motion on the question of failure of the Assemb- 
ly Office to provide question in Punjabi, depriving a majority of members of 
the House from participating in the Question Hour. 

X Mr. Speaker. Without meaning any disrespect to these hon. Members, 
T would like to point out that all the questions of which they gave 
notice were written in English. Infact, almost all the questions of which 
notices have been received in my office uptill now are in English. 
There might be a question or two in some other language. If 
these hon. Members desire to be supplied with the lists of questions 
in Punjabi, it involves a lengthy process. The questions received 


war 


in the office are typed and then I admit or disallow them. After that 
these are got printed. For supplying questions to the hon. Members in 
Punjabi, these would have to be translated into and printed in that language. 
If the hon. Minister for Finance is prepared to sanction additional translators 
for my department, I shail have no objection to supplying these lists in 
Punjabi or any other language. According to the Constitution, official 
record has to be in English. Not only did these hon. Members send their 

questions in English but even the Privilege Motion of which they have given 
notice now isin English. Leaving aside the legal aspect of the matter, I 
wish to assure the hon. Members that if I am given the necessary staff I shall 
get allthe questions translated into the language or languages in which they 
want them. They should, however, not lose sight of the difficulties which 


will have to be overcome before this can become possible’ 


Shri Samar Singh: I sent all my questions in Hindi but still I have 
been supplied their lists in English. 


F = Mr. Speaker ; Constitutionally as I have already said the official re- 
cords have to bein English for sometime. There is a clear provision in the 
Constitution to that effect. The question of breach of privilege, therefore, 

e does not arise. Asa matter ‘of concession, I shall try todo all that is 


possible. \ 
ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS : 


Mr. Speaker: Ihave received notice of an adjournment motion. It 


a is to the following effect :— 
Sardar Chanan Singh, Sardar Darshan Singh, Sardar Achhar Singh and Sardar 


Nidhan Singh asking for leave tomake a motion for the adjournment of the business 


of the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
partisan speech delivered by the hon. Speaker, Dr, Satya Pal on May 24th, 1952, 
ata tea party at Amritsar in support of the Congress and against Communist and 
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a a i 


[Mr. Speaker] 
other Opposition Parties, thus departing from the estabilshed practice and 


traditions of the Speaker of the assembly of maintaining himself above and 


completely neutral to all political parties. 


Minister For Loca] Government : May I know whether the adjournment d 
motion has been admitted or ruled out of order by the Chair ? 


Mr. Speaker: Although it has not been admitted, yet the “matter is 
such that I do not want it to be brushed aside. I would like it to be placed 


before the hon. Members in its entirety. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : May I know whether the Chair is to be guided 
by the sentiments and emotions even if the motion has been declared out of 
order ? Ifitis not in order, the motion should not be put before the 
House. + 


Minister for Local Government: May I know whether the motion 
has been read out to the House by the Members concerned ? 


Mr. Speaker: Since Ido not want to take shelter behind any 
technical defects, I want this matter, which is of vital importance to the 
House, to be thrashed out. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I draw the attention of the Speaker to the 
fact that the motion is to be move by the sponsors before it is discussed. 

Mr. Speaker: Well, hon. Members, an objection has been raised to 

y having made certain remarks ata tea party at Amritsar. In the first 
place I definitely and categorically make this statement that I stand by 
every word that I uttered there. I may point out that if an occasion arises, 


I would be prepared to repeat all that unreservedly. I am not the least 
sorry for what I said there. (Cheers). Iam not going to retract even a 
comma from what 1 stated in that meeting. (Renewed ch ers). 


Now the position is that if you think that I made that speech in the x 

capacity of Speaker, then I would like to read out a rule to you which clearly 

indicates that it almost amounts to an offence to cast any reflection on the R 
Speaker. If you think that I made that speech asa private gentleman 
then you have no business to bring it here in this House. may tell the 
House that reflection upon the character or action of the Speaker may be 
punished as a breach of privilege. Notonly this. Speaker’s action cannot 
be criticised incidentally in debate or in any form of procedure except by a 
substantive motion. Therefore, honestly speaking this adjournment motion 
is an infringement of my privileges and instead of their censuring me, I can 


confidently censure the sponsors of this motion because they are guilty of 
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insinuating or describing my action as unfair or illegal,/ The only redress 
for their complaint lies in bringing forward a substantive motion. If that is 


done, I would heartily welcome this move. (Cheers). 


For the guidance of these gentlemen, I would like to refer them to 
Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in this House. 
According to this Rule, the hon. Members can movea Resolution to remove 


the Speaker. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: They dare not take such a step. 
Sardar Chanan Singh: It is for the time to show. 


Mr. Speaker : May I ask these gentlemen as to why do they not 
fight the battle in the open «rena with clean weapons. This button-hole 
wounding will be of no use. I believe in a straight fight. So why should 
they try to stab me in the back ? But if they want to adopt these tactics, 
then I challenge them to come in the open House and bring an impeachment 


against me, if I have done anything which is not fair or honest. 


Now the hon, Members would naturally ask why I am within my 
rights to remain a Congressman and advocate Congress doctrines. In this 
connection, | would like to cite opinions of hon. Speakers of other Legisla- 
tures and also that of the Speaker of the Parliament. He says :— 


It would bə wesaz on th part of the Speaker in the present set-up to be 


quite out of politics and lose touch with public life and cease to exercise any 


influence on political trends. That is what led me to make a statement 


about my continuing to be a Congressman and other statements. 
When he received congratulations on his election as Speaker of the 
Parliament he made the following observation : 
While I shall be perfectly impartial ani straight in my dealings with the hon. 
Members in the House I reserve to myself the right of remaining a Congressman. 
He further remarked : 


In thought I shallcontinue to bea mem per of the party, pay its subscrip- 
tions and discuss certain matters even though I am the Speaker of 


the House. (cheers). 
I may further quote the hon. Speaker of the West Bengal Assembly 
on the subject ; 
There are no restrictions imposed by an outside authority on the Speaker, atten- 
ding, addressing or participating in any public or party meetings. 
As the hon, Members are aware we have all along followed this 


/ 
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practice. They will be interested to hear the views of the hon. Speaker of 


Madhya Bharat Legislature :' 


There have been no restrictions imposed from outside on the movement of the 
Speaker of the Madhya Bharat Legislative Assembly. l 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I request the hon. Speaker not to take 
them seriously ? 


Mr. Speaker: Others may not, but Ido take the matter very serious- 
ly. Well, it has been said that a departure has been made from the 
established practice and traditions of the Speaker. But may I ask what 
those traditions are? 


/ 


They are the same which have been followed when the British were 
in charge of the House. Butnow the times have changed. This is the 
first time that areal party man has been selected as Speaker of the House, 
I may make it clear that I am not here at the mercy of the Opposition. 
The electorate has returned me here not as an individual or an independent 
man but asa person devoted to Congress ideals and embodying the princi- 
ples of Mahatma Gandhi (Cheers). The hon. Members should not carry 
away the idea that since J got into this Chair, I would forego and give up 
all that I have learnt or worked for the whole lof my life. (Cheers). It is 
my firm belief that traditions are made by men who are to uphold high ideals. 
There are several slavish traditions which are a legacy of the British and 
these we will trample under foot and instead establish healthy traditions. I 
am simply surprised to see that my Communist friends who left no weapon 
to decry the British should now, with a view to further their own interests, 
try to be guided by the British traditions, But may I draw their attention to 
the position of the Speaker according to the traditions set up by the British ? 
It will be easily understood that outside the House, in the purely social 
sphere the Speaker’s rank was universally recognisedas the highest. This 
was an important aspect of the Speaker’s position in English political life. 
lt is no exaggeration to say that the Speaker presides over a court and is 
surrounded by a ceremonial resembling that of the sovereign, It is obvious 
that the Speaker is held in high esteem and his position is unquestionable, 
The Speaker has many attributes of royalty. He lives in a royal palace. 
Of course, I do not possess sucha thing. In his own sphere his word is 
law and if there is infringement of law by any hon. Member, he conveys 
that infringement to him through his office. 
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Sardar Gopal Singh : But these qualifications are of a Speaker who 
ceases to be a party man. If you act in that manner, then we would be 


the last to raise any objection to your speech. 


$ Mr. Speaker : You are welcome to adopt any attitude or take any 
action. But I can tell the House that the British cannons have not slashed 
the conscience of this humble servant (Hear. hear). If the voice of 
conscience is to be listened to, then your threats will be of no avail (Cheers). 
At the most the hon. Members have the power to say that henceforward I 
could not remain the Speaker. Į shall certainly welcome this. But if you ` 
think that I will barter my conscience for this Chair, you are entirely mis- 
taken. I would rather prefer to leave the Chair than to continue to occupy 
it at the cost of my convictions and feelings. I am a Congressman and 
I mean to remain as such. Letthe Leader of Opposition take note of 
this. I shall be impartial when I deal with the Members of the House. I again 
repeat that if they want to change my convictions, ideals and programme 
then they wili have to knock at someone else’s door. Within the twinkling of 


sq 


an eye I can spurn all the paraphernalia if I am asked to change my views 
or give up the Congress. Iftoday I am made to accept this position to- 
morrow my hon. Friends can come to me and say that they object to my 
wearing a Gandhi cap because this is an emblem of Gandhism and Congress. 


But I may assure the House that this will not happen. 


My hon. Friends can bring a substantive motion against me and 
give expression to their views. If I fail to convince the House and the 


House is of the opinion that because the man presiding over its delibera- 


sie tions must change his views and life-long convictions, then I should like 

= to point out that I will go out like the proverbial ‘ marwari’ who 
goes witha lota and a piece of string to Bombay or Calcutta to earn a 
living. They should not think that [ have given up my small house, and 
if aay price is to be paid for my convictions I am prepared to pay it 
(Cheers.) 


a Now about the technical part of the motion. I rule this adjournment 
~ motion out of order. 


Taea there is another, adjounment motion; 


Sardar Chanan Singh, Sardar Darshan Sizgh, Sardar Nidhan Singh, Sardar Achhar 
Singh, asking for leave to make a motion for the adjournment of the business of 
the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 


gross negligence of the Irrigation Department resulting in a serious breach in 
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(Mr. Speaker) 
the silting tank Sirkian, in the Upper Bari Doab Canal, near Gurdaspur, causing 
flooding of village Kotli Sonian, District Gurdaspur, destruction of wheat crops 


and heavy joss to the inhabitants of the area, many of whom have been reduced 
to destitution. . a 


Since the Budget Session is now in full swing, the hon, Members 
will have ample opportunity to say whatever they like on this subject. I, 
therefore, rule this adjournment motion out of order. 

The following adjournment motions are also ruled out of order for the 


reasons already stated above :— 


. Sardar Chanan Singh, Sardar Darshan Singh, Sardar Achhar Singh, Sardar 


Nidhan Singh, ask for !eave to make a motion for the adjournment of the 


ian 


business of the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
hameiy, the gross defects revealed in the Government of India Estimates 


Cc ommittee in relation to construction of Bhakra and Nangal projects. 


Sardar Chanan Singh, Sardar Darshan Singh, Sardar Achhar Singh and Sardar 
Nidhan Singh, ask for leave to makea motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the inadequacy of relief promised by the Government to the famine- 


stricken people of Hissar district. 


- Sardar Chanan Singh, Sardar Nidhan Singh, Sardar Achhar Singh, Sardar 
Darshan Singh, ask for leave to make a motion for the adjournment of the 
business of the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely the extreme resentment prevailing in twenty one Karnal District 


villages, because of imposition of very heavy punitive fineson the residents 
thereof and the danger of breach of peace arising from this resentment. 


ee a ee 


PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Members are aware of the fact that in 
the beginning of every Session it is the duty of the Speaker to appoint a 
Panel of Chairmen who in the absence of.the Speaker and the Deputy 
Speaker conduct the proceedings of the House, The hon. Members whose 
names follow have been appointed by me’as Members of this Panel :— ; 


3) 


1. Shrimati Shanno Devi. 
p 2. Sardar Harbhajan Singh. 
3. Sardar Ajmer Singh. oe 
4. Shri Mool Chand Jain. 
HOUSE COMMITTEE, 


Mr. Speaker: Now I have to announce the names of the Members 
of the House Committee. They are :— 
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1. Sardar Gurdial Singh. 
Pes 2. Sardar Saroop Singh. 


Shri D. D. Puri. 


a 


4. Sardar Achhar Singh. 
5. Sardar Gurbanta Singh. 
PETITIONS COMMITTEE. 
I have also toannounce the formation of the Petitions Committee, 


It will consist of the following hon. Members : — 


l. Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhilloa, Deputy Speaker, Ex-Officio 
Chairman, 


ba 


2. Shri Rizaq Ram. 
3. Shri Jagdish Chander Advocate. 


4. Shrimati Parkash Kaur. 
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 
THE Major HEADS IN SCHEDULE 


Minister for Finance (Sardar Ujjal Singh) Sir, I move :— 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4, 37, 25, 830 be granted ‘‘on account” to the Gover- 
® 

nor to defray charges that will come inthe course of payment during the 

period of four months beginning on the Ist day of April, 1952, in respect of 


major heads named in the Schedule. 


In afew words I might explain to the House the purport and the 

purpose of this motion which I have just moved. I hope the hon. Members 

— 4 have gone through the brochure that I have supplied to them in this connect- 
- ion and examined every item included in it. The necessity of moving this mo- 
tion has arisen owing to the fact that the Budget for the year 1952-53 will not 

get the vote of this House as well as the Legislative Council before the end of 

July and meanwhile the Government will be called upon to defray various 
charges under these items. It is with a view to meet this need that assent 

of this House is being sought to incur expenditure before tae whole Budget is 

“ passed. The money that hed been voted by the Parliament at the instance 

of the Governor for these purposes was insufficient and hence the necessity 


f of bringing this motion before the House. 


Before the Budget is actually passed, Government will have to spend 
money on various items, such as relief work in famine affected areas of 
Hissar, purchase of foodgrains, etc. which cannot brook delay. Itis our 
good fortune that zamindars are bringing larger quantities of wheat to.the 
market this yearas compared with the last year. It is usually before the 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digiti 


Panjal 4 


(2) 24 l Punjab Legislative Assemb ly [16th June, 1952 


[Minister for Finance] 
rainy season that wheat is brought to the markets for sale and we need the 


requisite money to purchase it very urgently and so long as the House does " 
not give its assent we cannot spend anything on this side. Besides these Pey 
two chief items, there are some other minor items also on which we have to - 
spend money in the very near future. It is with this object in view that 
I expect the House to vote this money for the Government. 
Mr. Speaker : Motion moved ; 
That a sum not exceeding Rs, 4,37,25,830 he granted ‘‘on account” to the Gover- 
ner to defray charges that will come in the course of payment during the period 
of four months beginning on the 1st day of April, 1952 in respect of major heads ee 
named in the Schedule. i 
Now I have received notices of several amendments to this motion. 
Although some of the amendments have not come in time, yet I have 
allowed them to be trea ted as having been received in time, They are to 
the following effect:— 
DEMAND No. 54—Famine. 
Sardar Achhar Singh. 
Sardar Chanan Singh. 
Sardar Darshan Singh. 
Sardar Nidhan Singh. 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 
DEMAND No. 85—A. 
( Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes of State Trading). 
Sardar Chanan Singh. 
Sardar Nidhan Singh. j 


| 

Sardar Darshan Singh. s “ 
| 

That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1, 
l 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF VOTE ON ACCOUNT. 


Shri Parabodh Chandra : 
That the total amount of Rs. 4, 37, 25,830 on account of.‘vote on Account’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 


54-FAMINE. 


Sardar Bachan Singh. 
Shri Wadhawa Ram. 
That the Demand be reduced by Re, 1 
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Sardar Bachan Singh. 
Shri Wadhawa Ram. 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 


All the amendments cited above should be treated as moved and 
Members will have a right to discuss or make reference to them during their 
speeches. I believe that the amendment of Shri Prabodh Chandra will cover 
quite a wide ground and I call upon him to speak. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra (Gurdaspur) (Hinds) : Sir, before I make my 
submissions with regard to my motion, I would like to thank the hon. 
Speaker for having waived the condition of two days, notice in the case of my 
amendment and admitting it irrespective of the fact that it was not received 
in time and thus giving me an opportunity to speak on it. Asis clear from 
the wording of my motion, I want to raise discussion on the great disparity 
prevailing between th2 procurement and sale prices of wheat and the varia- 
tions in prices from one market tə the other. Sir, it is an extremely regret- 
table fact that the Government which carries on tradso1 such a vast scale 
purchases wheat from the zamindars at rates ranging from Rs. 12 to 124 per 
maund and sells the same to the poor consumers at no less than Rs. 15/8/0 
a maund. I think it would be considered highly improper on the part of any 
trader to reserve for himself a profit of 20% to 30%. ` 


Therefore, Sir, the Government should not charge higher rates from the 
public. It should charge Rs. 12/- to Rs. 12/4/- per maurd i.e. at the price 
it purchases its stocks. Government should give adequate relief to people 
in the matter of wheat prices. 


The next thing, which I want to place before the House, is that when 
the wheat is brought into the markets by the zamindars, it is not in a clean- 
ed form and in it they have already suffered a loss of 14 to 2 seers per 
maund due to the occurrence of shortage while cleaning it. But we find, Sir, 
that when this very wheat is supplied, it contains lot of dust. It is. there- 
fore, requested that the Government should always keep the interest of the 
public in its mind. 


The next point towards which I want to draw the attention of the 
Government is that for the procurement of food-grains, preference is being 
given to big markets and big towns over the small mandies in spite of the 
fact that wheat is available at big places at Rs. 12/8 to Rs. 13/- per maund, 
while it can be obtained in small mandies even at Rs. 12/- to Rs. 12/8 per 
maund, Government should on no account pay different prices for wheat 
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[Shri Prabodh Chandra] 

i. e. it sheuld not pay high prices in bigger markets and low prices in small- 

er markets. It should procure wheat in smaller mandies instead of buying 

most of the wheat in district towns. This would save the Government the ” 
extra expenditure of retransporting wheat to different places. 


It is further requested, Sir, that the Government should p procure only 
as much stocks as are necessary for feeding its rationed towns. It has also 
been found that in my District, at places like Dhariwal and Dina Nagar, 
the trade is being discouraged by the Government by giving only a small 
margin of profits. Government should rather, encourage trade at such small 
places. 


| You will be surprised to note, Sir, that the overhead expenses of the 

Civil Supplies Department in this State are higher fhan those of any other 

Government department in the world. In every town in the State you will 
find a large number of I nspectors, Someone is an Inspector for Sugar, an- 
| other i is for wheat and a third is for rice and so on. I would. therefore, 
request the Government to reduce the expenditure by reducing the number 
of such Inspectors. it should also arrange to look into. the complaints of the 
public, The hon. Minister incharge of this department should not be led by 
its officers. who are apt to misguide him. — ee 3 

Sardar Achhar Singh ;Ajnala). (Punjabi). Sir, I would like to know, 
how much time has been allotted to me. 

Mr. Speaker : Ten minutes. 

Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, I request that at least 15 minutes be allot- 
ted to me. 


vA 


pa Te E 
Mr. Speaker: Let it be 123 minutes, ‘the golden mean, 
Sardar Achhar Singh : There i is difference in the versions of the Gov- 
ernment agencies and the representatives of the public regarding the condi- a 
tions prevailing in District Hissar. According to the Government version, it is 
a scarcity area but according to the private agencies it nas become a famine- 
stricken area. Even now, _the Government is under-estimat ting the gravity 
of these conditions, | 
The representatives of the publicand the Press in the State who 
have visited Hissar in these days have given quite different versions from those 
given in the statements issued by the hon. Ministers. The former 
tellus that the situation is grave while the latter say that it is under ~ 
control, The private agencies say that a large number of cattle have died 
in that District and a large number which had been left astray left the State 
by crossing over the Jamuna River. The labourers who are working at the 
relief works, opened by the Government, are being paid 7 annas daily for full 
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day’s work while the women workers are being paid at the rate of 2 annas a 
day. Nearly one lakh cattle have died and the rest are dying. On the other 
hand our hon. Ministers tell us that the conditions are improving. In my 
opinion, Sir, due to under-esti:nating the gravity of the situation, the con- 
ditions may become worse. Even the method adopted for the distribution 
of fodder or the loans for fodder has been wrong. The practice of the past 
has been blindly followed. The distribution of loans has not been made 
through committees of the public, on the other hand it has been based on the 


reports of the Tehsildars. 


Therefore, Sir, itis requested that Government should arrange to 
take these steps immediately so as to bring the situation under control. 
Firstly, the district should be immediately declared as a famine-stricken area 
and emergency steps be taken. Secondly, the wells in that area. should be 
dug deep with the help of Military Engineers as was done at Rayalseema. 
Thirdly, the number of fodder depots be increased. Fourthly, the loans for the 
purchase of fodder should be inc eased and givenin such amounts that all 
the cattle with each individual are saved. Fifthly, the Government 
should take into its custody allthe disowned cattle and redistribute these 
among the public after this calamity has passed. Then more wells should be 
sunk and more spinning centres should be opened and the minimum daily wage 
should be 12 annas. Again, the daily wage fora labourer working at the 
relief centres should be at least hs, 1/8/- for seven hours work, In addition to 
these I would suggest that the water in the West Jamuna Canal be increas- 
ed and a constant supply of water to Hissar District be maintained. Last but 
not least, the whole district should be brought under Bhakhra scheme in 


order to ensure permanent safety of the people from famine. - 


Sir, the Government complains that we do not co-operate withit, 
The fact is that the old system of distribution of ‘taccavi’ loans, and 
of giving relief is being followed which is very defective. How can we 
co-operate with it ? 


Minister for Development: And you are using your old method of 
speaking. 3 3 


~ 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Tn other words, Sir, the Government is follow- 
ing the old regime in every respect. The public has not been taken into 
confidence. They have not called any ‘public meeting for this purpose. Nei- 
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ther have they cared to invite the cooperation of the public and, under 
these circumstances public cannot be expected to extend its cooperation 
to them. 


Sir, my submission is that the hon. Ministers go and meet only the offi- 


cers of the districts and those people who helped them in securing votes. They 
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do not seek the cooperation of the public at large and of all parties and 
organisations. If this state of affairs continues no good can come out of it 
and the present scarcity conditions will persist. The steps, which the Govern- 
ment, is taking, are quite inadequate to meet the emergency. As a matter of 
fact more taccavi loans should be advanced and a sufficient number of tube- 
wells should be sunk. I am sure the hon. Ministers will pay heed to my 
submissions and will try to redress the grievances of the people. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram (Fazilka) (Punjabi) My hon. Friend Sardar Achhar 
Singh has just now given expression to his views on the floor of this House. On 
the matter to which he has made references I would like to place my views 
also. It would be betterif I try to be brief as the time at my disposal 
is short. I will try to place a few constructive suggestions before the 
Government in as short atime as possible. I think the relief measures which 
the Government are taking in Hissar in connection with the scarcity 
conditions prevailing there are inadequate and I won’t be wrongif I say 
that they are a mere eye-wash AS a matter of fact the Government is trying 
to throw dust in the eyes of the public. For instance, only four seers of 
fodder per head is provided to the cows and that only to those yielding 
milk, Dry cows and other cattle are neglected, Similarly in the case of 
oxen only those bullocks are fed which are fit to be used for the purposes 


of cultivation in the fields. The rest are neglected. I would urge upon 


the Government the necessity of providing relief to all cattle without any 
discrimination so that the cattle wealth of our State may not suffer. With 
these few words, I resume my seat, 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punjabi): Sir, I wish to submit 


that “the item of expenditure on procurement of foodgrains appears 
to be very much in excess of the actual requirements. In this con- 


nection I would like to point out that the mode of procurement is de- 
fective. It does not take into account the interests of the peasants and the 


poor farmers, nor does it appear to be of any advantage to the Government 
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itself. This is because the manner in which procurement is done is faulty. 
Its main defect is due to the reason that the Government does not take the 
people into its confidence and does not care to enlist their cooperation. On 
the other hand, the work of procurement is got executed with the help of syn- 
dicates. The members of these syndicates have no soft corner for the poor. 
In fact, the big contractors do not care to look to the interests of the poor - 
people and safeguard them. Sometime back a memorandum was submit- 
ted to the hon. Minister for Local Government requesting him to seek such 


cooperation. But nothing appears to have come out of it. If the Government 
really desires to improve the lot of the peasants and farmers it should try 
to enlist their cooperation, so that big businessmen and landlords may not 
be in a position to exploit the poor producers. Another thing which I very 
muchilike to state in this connection is that the landlords who have stores 
in their possession are generally crue] to the farmers and the labourers. In 
my own district I have noticed such people taking undue advantage of the 
simplicity of the Harijans and exploiting them. To add to their suffer- 
ings the police also comes in to heap additional sufferings upon their 
already burdened shoulders: and to extract bribes out of their depleted 
pockets. On refusal to give bribes they are somehow or other involved in 
false cases. Suchis the state of affairs and the poor people are at a loss to 
understand as to what todo. Sometime back ia Ferozepore district some 
market committees were closed and a magistrate was vested with wide 
powers. Is it not dictatorship ? In my opinion, under a democratic form of 
Government confidence should be reposed i in the people. So I most: humbly 
submit that the demand which is now before the House is unjustified and 
unnecessary. I would advise the Government to work on cooperative lines. 
In the matter of procurement of foodgrains the cooperation of the villagers 
is an essential pre-requisite. This will dispense with unnecessary expenditure 
on most of the staff which is at present working on procurement. More- 
over, the grievances of the people will also be redressed to acertain extent. 

In’ ‘the Budget for the year 1952-53 a sum of rupees twenty-one lakhs has 
been provided for storage accommodation. In my opinion the Government 
is wasting public funds without any necessity for it. As a matter of fact 
it should try to start co-operative societies in which the representatives of the 
peasants, shopkeepers and Harijans of the village should be included So that 
the villagers may also take some interest in this: work. The Government 
can inthis manner make considerable savings in expenditure. But it is 
regrettable that the same old bureaucratic regime of the British days still 
prevails and so the Congress Government i is unable to enlist the cooperation 


of the people at large. | 
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Sardar Wazir Singh ( Delhon ) ( Puajabi ) : Sir, the main item 

included in the demand under discussion is that of procurement. It isa 
very important item and if the Government pays a little more attention it q 
canjresult in the good of Zamindars as well as of the Government. The old 
system of procurement which was adopted by the British Government is 
still being followed and no effort has been made to improve it. According 
to it, a Zamindar brings his produce to the market where first of all the 
Kacha Arhti charges his commission of twelve annas a maund. Then there 
have been formed grain syndicates consisting of Pucca Arhtis. These syndi- 
» \ cates purchase grain from the Kacha Arhtis and charge a commission of one 
7 rupee per maund. Then comes the Government agent who charges another 
one rupee per maund, In this manner, these agencies charge two rupees and 
twelve annas per maund without the Government or the Zamindars deriving 


ax 


any benefit. Without investing a single penny these agencies earn huge 
sums of money. Kacha Arhtis ask Pucca Arhtis to make payment, who 
in turnjask the Government agents to do so. The latter obtain the price 
of grain from the Government and after passing through the hands of all the 
agencies it is paid to the Zamindar. So, the Zamindar receives the price of 
his produce on the second day. The Government can easily save this un- 
necessary expenditure by improving their procurement system. The amount 
thus saved can be used for the benefit of the Zaimindars., Huge sums of 
money are earned bv Arhtis and others in a very short period. I have 
drawn the attention of the Government to this matter in meetings of the 
District Civil Supplies Committee and when the hon. Minister for 
Civil Supplies visited Ludhiana, I explained to him the necessity of 
modifying the present system of procurement. The Minister promised to look 
into the matter but as the hon. Members are aware, the Zamindars will 
bring all their produce in the market in the next ten or fifteen days. Will 
the Government arrive at some decision after that period ? 


$- 


The present system is of no advantage either to the Government or to 
the Zamindars. The Government has been declaring proudly that the pro- à 
curement this year has been very heavy. May I know what the Government 
did in that behalf? Better procurement was due to more production 
and- the inability of the Zamindars to hold their produce for even a 
short period. 


Then, Sir, I wish to say a' few words about the Grow More Food and 
Agriculture Department schemes of the Government. As regards the latter, 
the officers never take the trouble of going to villages. In district Ludhiana, 
the Deputy Commissioner enquired from the cfficers of this department, 
the number of tube-wells in the district and the number of times they had 


OriginalWith; 
Punjab dhan Sabha 
Digitizedby 


———————__ 


Panjab gital Library 


a 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Di 


Demands for Grants (2) 31 


visited the farms. They were unable to give any information. I wanted to know 
as to which particular crop should be grown on lands watered by a particular 
tube-well, but the officersof Agriculture Department were unable to give 
any advice. If this Department cannot offer advice to the Zamindars even 
in such matters, what is the use of it? As regards the Grow More Food work, 
out of the funds received from the Central Government, our Government 
decided to give additional pay of Rs. 500 p. m. to the Director of Agriculture 
to whom this work has been entrusted. Motor cars and jeeps have been 
purchased in which Deputy Commissioners and other officers enjoy rides. 
Noching whatsoever is done to increase the production of food grains. In 
the District Civil Supplies Committee, Ludhiana, I enquired whether we 
should grow jawar or some other crop. | 


Minister for Development : What is jawar ? 


Sardar Wazir Singh : I was of the opinion that if there was anybody 
in the Cabinet who understood these things, it was hon. Sardar Partap Singh, 


but I am sorry to find/him so ignorant. What is popularly known as “ Chari ? 
is called jawar in my district. There are 937 villages in district Ludhiana, 


for which only 2000 maunds of jawar had been supplied. It meant two 
maunds per village. What could the Zamindars make of it ? They could 
simply get it roasted and eatit. What good can be expected of a Govern- 
ment which cannot supply even seeds ? At first the prices of jawar were cont- 
rolled at Rs. 8 or Rs. 8/4 per maund but afterwards the control was relaxed 
and people were permitted to sell itat any price they liked. What will 
be the result of it? Chari crop is sown ‘in one or two days only and 
the Zamindars have to purchase seed within this period. The traders 
will sell it at thirty rupees or forty rupees per maund and lakhs of rupees 
will be made in a couple of days. Í have requested the Deputy Commiss- 
ioner a number of times to permit ' the import of ‘Chari’ seeds from 
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh but he did not agree to it. If import 
is permitted and ceiling price is fixed at even fifteen rupees or twenty 
rupees per maund, the Zamindars will be benefited to a great extent. Our 
Government cannot supply even seeds to the Zamindars but the hon. 

Minister for Civil Supplies tells us that our State is surplus in food and 
that we are feeding other States also. If we are surplus in food, why 
does the Government not decontrol it and put an end to rationing ? 

Lakhs of rupees are being, at present, spent in the form of salaries of the 


establishments of Civil Supplies and Rationing Departments. Cheap grain- 
shops should be opened to ensure the ‘supply of wheat at a ‘Teasonable 
price and rationing should be abolished ; as s early as possible, = 


Gha 
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[S. Wazir Singh.] 
I had the opportunity of reading election manifestoes issued by 
the Congress party before the attainment of independance. It used to be 
stated therein that as soon as the country became free, the Congress 
would banish illiteracy, poverty and disease. Hospitals were promised ~ 
in every village at a distance of three or four miles from each other. 
Free education was declared as one of its important objectives. What 
has actually been the position since 1947? Take for instance the question 
of education, In many cases grants for education have been reduced after 
1947. As Chairman of Ludhiana District Board, I can tell the House that 
before 1947, out of the total Budget of twelve lakhs of rupees. a major a 
portion was spent by the Boa-d o1 education. The Government used to 
give a grant of Rs. 176,000 for primary education. Now when the District 
Board has a revenue of Rs. 26 lakhs ... ` 


ax 


Minister for Finance: Is itin order, Sir. We are discussing ‘Vote on 
Account’, It is not a general discussion of the Budget. 


Sardar Wazir Singh: I was submitting, Sir, that the Government had 
reduced the grant of the District Board, Ludhiana, by Rs. 46,000 and only 
Rs. 130,000 is being given for education now, -Eaucation should have been 
free, I shall request the Government to consider these things dispassionately. 


Minister for Local Government (Pandit Shri Ram Sharma) (Hindi) : Sir, 
in the discussion that has so far taken place on the Demand moved 
by the Finance Minister tcday Civil Supplies Department has figured 
prominently. The remarks and observations made about it lead me to think 
that many a hon. Member is labouring under some misunderstandings with re- 
gard to the functioning of this Department. If they wili listen to me care- 
fully I hope their minds would be disabused of all these misunderstaudings. 


One of the most deep-rooted misconceptions prevalent ab.ut this ce- | 
partinent is the impression that the Government is making a good deal of 
profit, thanks to the difference between the sale and procurement prices of 
food grains and thus cheating the zamindar of his due. To dispel this wrong 
impression I repeat with all the emphasis at my command that this depart- 
ment is being run on ‘no profit, no loss’ basis and so it is wrong to say that 
Government is outdoing the worst black-marke' ers. 


I also repudiate the allegation that there is any arbitrary distinction 
among the mandis with regard to the rates of food grains. It is true that 
the rates of wheat in various mandis of the State range from Rs. 12/12/- to 
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Rs, 15/8/- but this small disparity in rates is being maintained purposely. A 
little higher rate is being allowed in mandis situated near the border to guard 
against the .export of grains to the neighbouring States like Delhi and 
thus ensure their supply to rationed towns within our own State. Average 
procurement price of wheat is about Rs, 14/8/-. And I can assure the Mem- 
bers that nowhere in India are the overhead chargesonu rationed foodgrains 
so low as in this State. (Cheers). These charges come to Rs. 1/6/- per 
maand only and c ver charges for storage, care, defects etc. Thisis not all, 
In regard to shortages also, the procurement policy of the Punjab is more 
successful than that of any other State. There is no other State which can 
compare favourably with us in this matter, The efficient, faultless — almost 
perfect manner in which the procurement scheme in this State is working is 


_ the envy of the whole of India. (Loud cheers). WereI or somebody belong- 


ing to my department to say this, it might have been taken at a discount. 
But the opinion of such high authorities as the Planning Commission 
is there to testify to what I have said. It was also admitted at the Food- 
Ministers’ Conference held at Bombay that foodgrains procurement system 
of the Punjab could serve as a model to others. Surely, these authorities 
have no particuiar reason to praise our work without any justification. 


Then, objection has been taken to our policy of continuing the 
controls for the present in spite of our being a surplus State. 
My submission is that Madras has already started experimenting with de- 


control. 
+ 


We are watching the situation there with keen interest. If the experi- 
ment proves a success, we might also take a step in this direction. But as 
to why we do not launch a policy of decontrol immediately, we haye very 
strong reasons. Even the hon. Prime Minister of India has in his recent 
broadcast to the nation cautioned us against taking hasty steps in this matter. 
He has made it clear that the time has not yet come for immediate rever- 
sion to decontrol in all the States irrespective of the conditions obtaining 
therein. We have already hada bitter experience in this matter when in 
deference to the wishes of the late-lamented Mahatma Gandhi decontrol was 
resorted to and immediately the prices of foodgrains had shot up and the 
distress of the people had become so acute that there were demonstrations 
all over the country. The result was that controls had to be reimposed 
soon afterwards. Jam sure that if such a situation arises again, those very 
hon. Members who now make ademand for decontrol would be found at 
the head of such demonstrations and processions and the difficulties of the 


Government would increase manifold. 
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‘Minister for Local Government] 
Let it be clearly understood that we are not enamoured of controls. 


Nor sre we unaware of the hardships involved in them. Butit is precisely 
with a view to saving people from possibly greater hardships and privations a 
that we want to continue them for sometime more. Today our procure- 
ment system is working excellently. Tomorrow if we decide to decontrol, 
the zamindar who is now sparing some quantity of foodgrains will start con- 
cealing it and resort to hoarding. The shopkeeper will followsuit, and then 
woe betide the consumer! (Laughter). When Madras launched on a policy 
of decontrol, hopes were expressed that the Punjab might follow suit. Its 


immediate effect was that the procurement which was at its peak started 
falling off after 7th June. Selfishness is ingrained in human nature. If we ai 


abolish control today, hoarding will be started immediately by those who PY 
do not hesitate to trade on the misfortunes of others. 


The allegation that we are according a preferential treatment to big 
mandis ip 3 also baseless, though as I have already stated a small difference 
in rates is allowed in mandis situated near the border to guard against ex- 


port of foodgrains to the neighbouring States, 


I may also inform the hon. Members that an agricultural labourer is 
not now under any restriction in regard to carrying home at any one time 
upto one and a half maunds of foodgrains received by him as remuzeration 
from the producer for work done on his fields. He will not experience any 
cificulty in this matte any longer. 

Besices this, criticism has been levelled against the Government that 
a large number of Inspectors has been employed under the Food Procure- 
mentScheme. This objection seems to be quite reasonable and I may 
assure the House that the staff which is considered to be in excess of require- 
ment will be retrenched andthe establishment brought to the level which 
is aksolutely nccessary for the smocth running of the Depariment. 3 

Then, Sir, it has been said that the GoverLment is not fully alive to the 
interests of the people and the Ministers conduct themseives in such a way 


y~ 


that they merely lend their signatures to whatever recommendation is made 
bv the Heads of Departments. I would strongly repudiate this charge and 
submit that the Heads of Departments submit cases with their recommendat- 
ions and the Ministers scrutinise such cases with care and consideration and 
pass, quite independently, such orders as they consider to Le in tLe best inter =~ 
ests of the people of the State. It is entirely wrong to say that the Ministers- 
have no broad outlook and they do not work for the welfare of the people. 
It is very unfortunate that the hon. Members sitting on the Opposition 
Benches should malign the Ministers in this way and attempt to run them 


Panjab Pigital Library 


Demands for Grants. (2) 35 


down in the eyes of the public, 


Then, Sir, objection has been raised against the setting up 
= of Commission Agencies of ‘Kacha Arhtis’ and ‘Pakka Arhtis which 
charge Rs. 2/8/- per maund as their commission for procurement of 
i foodgrains. In case these agencies are abolished it would mean that we 
should close down the trade which isin progress after the imposition of 
controls. By allowing this co.nmission we have left scope for these ‘Kacha 
Arhtis’ to earn their living. Similarly ‘Pakka Arhtis’ have also been given 
protection to earn a small sum by way of com.nission whereis these people 
earned a lot before the imposition of controls, Onthe contrary, if the Gov- 
ernment were to make arrangements for the procurement of foodgrains itself 
without the aid of these agencies then it may result in some saving of money 
paid by way of commission to these Arhtis but on the other hani the 
Government will have to emp.oy a plethora of officers for procurement pur- 
poses resulting in an enormous increase in Govern ment’s expenditure. In 
that event it will invite criticism from all quarters that their is no justifica- 
tion for Government spending so much money on the staf. Moreover, it 
has been suggested that the work of these Arhtis can conveniently be en- 
trusted- to the Co-operative Bodies ani Syndicates. I may make it clear 
that I myself do not favour the idea of one man appropriating a licn’s share of 
profits for himself and I may assure the House that the Government would 
not like this state of affairs to continue fora long time. 

Then, Sir, it has been remarked that the Government has 
spent lakhs of rupees on the construction of improved types of 
godowns and storage bins for storage of cereals, In this connection 
I may submit that the Department of Civil Supplies has provi- 
| ded a good standard of storage arrangements which it is difficult to 
æ ! find in any other State. If at any time this stora se accommodation is not 

f required then there would be many people? forthcoming to purchase 
these godowns on prices higher than the gross expenditure actually involved 
in the construction of these godowns. The Government, therefore, does not 
stand to lose anything on them. As regards the objection that the pea- 
sants are not getting a fair deal at the hands of the Government inasmuch 
as their produce does not fetch better prices, Iregret that I will not be able 
. to dilate on this point as I have’no time at'my disposal and I therefore leave (C. 
- it for my hon. Friend, the Finance Minister to reply to it. | 


dy 


Mr. Speaker : Those hon. Members who have given notices of amend- 
ments and who have not so far taken part in the debate have the prior 
right to speak. I would, therefore, call upon Sardar Bachan Singh to make 
a speech. 
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Sardar Bachan Singh (Bagha Purana) (Punjabi): Sir,the 
subject of Food Procurement is at present under discussion by this 
House. I may, submit in this connection that wheat is produced mostly 
in villages and the peasant and agricultural labourer are the persons who 
grow it, the active part in this being taken by the latter. It is he who > 
dedicates his whole life for growing food for us and is in fact a giver of 
bread to the nation. As a matter of fact itis in theinterests of every 
body that wheat should remain where itis produced and its free move- 
ment should not be allowed from one place to another. If no restriction 
s imposed on the free movement of this commodity, its price would 
automatically increase. It is, therefore, necessary that the Government = 
should take steps to control its movement from one place to another. é | 
It is strange that the wheat which is cleaned by the Zamindars three | 
times before bringing it to the market for sale is often found to be 
unfit for human consumption at the time of purchase. It is full of stones, 
dirt, gram and barley. The poor people in villages have to face a great 
difficulty in bringing wheat for themselves from the district headquarters 
as sometime they have no funds to meet the conveyance charges. It is, 
therefore, necessary that there should be enough stock of wheat in every 
village where wheat is actually produced. It is really strange that * there 
should be no water in the hooka of a boatman. ?” It is also’ an irony of 
fate that the peasant who isa bread-giver to the people should himself feel 
difficulty in getting wheat for himself as the Government do not keep any 
stock of wheat in villages. 


Sardar Darshan Singh (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): Sir, I would 
like to tell the House that Harijans have been the worst sufferers 
under the Food Procurement Scheme. These people own no land and 
thus are not in a position to keep any stock of wheat for themselves. 
They have to go out of their villages in order to eke out their livelihood 
and when, after sometime, they return to their villages they are not permitted 
to keep with them any stock of wheat which simply adds to their cares and 
worries. This state of affairs can hardly be justified. In these circum- 
stances, I would request the Government that it should allow these poor 
people to keep with them some. stock. of wheat to satisfy their urgent 
needs in case of emergency. Another thing is that our women folk are 
harassed while picking wheatears (sittas ) in the fields. Why go far ? Only 
recently in Simla a woman was challaned. 


Then the hon. Minister for Civil Supplies has remarked that Govern- 
ment do not make any profit on the purchase and supply°of foodgrains to 
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the peopie in ratione’ towns. But I do not see eye to eye withhim. Let 
me cite one exampie. ‘Jhona’ paddy is purchased froma peasant at the rate 
of Rs. 8/- a maund. Kut Government sells it at the rate of Rs. 40/-a maund, 
May I know what does the excess amount of Rs. 32/- indicate ? Is it not a 
profit ? If not, what else is it ? 


Again, Sir, in the villages, depot holders do not care to give rationed 
articles of food to the poor Harijans on\ loan. Unless the Harijans pay the 
full amount, they cannot get their rations. 


Sardar Nidhan Singh ( Mehna ) ( Punjabi): Sir, I would like to say 
a few words before entering upon my subject. I stood up three or four 
times, but I failed to catch your eye. Probably the Ministers are fortunate 
enough to catch your eyes ! 


Mr. Speaker :—No, no. I treat all alike. 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: Sir, I may say that since Ministers wield great 
influence they can attract any body towards them. 


Mr. Speaker : Ido not allow the hon. Member to talk like that. 
He should confine himself to the motion under consideration, 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: The major item before us is the procurement 
of food grains. Itisa pity that while foodgrains are procured from the poor 
people, the land-lords, Jagirdirs and the black-marketers afforded are 
protection They are allowed to make money at the cost of the poor peasant. 
Not only this. Even the allotment of land-is not being done properly. 
Whereas tenants and Harijans have been deprived of their lands, the big 
land-lords and Rajas, Maharajas are in possession of their lands as in the 
previous regimes. It isa pity that they donot attract you and you have 
no sympathy for them while those big people got scot free. 


- Mr. Speaker: All the hon. Members have spoken. Would you like 


to give some time to the members of Opposition'to speak. 
i 


Some members of the Treasury Benches: Yes. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh ( Samrala ) ( Punjabi ). Sir, if the object had been 
only to vote this demand, then my hon. Friends occupying the Treasury 


_ Benches who are ina majority could easily doit. But the question is that 


we have to give our own views and offer constructive criticism, which the 
Government should welcome. 


Now if the Government wanted to remove defects in its administ- 


` 


| 
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(S. Ajmer Singh) 
ration and asked for more money for the purpose, we as representatives 
of the public would have been ready to go the whole hog with them. Had 
: this demand been for the welfare of the general public, we would have given. 4 
| our whole-hearted support to it. But, I consider that this item has not 
been put forward in the best interests of the people at large. Asa z 
matter of fact, their interests are being ignored in a callous manner. I 
hope my hon. Friends Sardar Partap Singh Karion and Chaudhri Lahri Singh 
in particular, and other Ministers in general, remember their promises which, 
they gave to the villagers. They should bestow their attention to the differ- 
ence between the provision made in the previous ahd present Budget, for 


the betterment of these people. If they have not been able to stand by = 
their promises, they will not be able to serve people in any way. Today’s + 


| discussion is not confined to the procurement system only. The demand also 

| includes a provision for General Administration and other major Heads. We 
are prepared to make a larger provision of money, provided that this amount 
is spent for the amelioration of the hard lot of the poor people. Butif you 
need this money simply to purchase cars for the Ministers, then we will not 
support this. Iam constrained to remark that a proper use of money is not 
being made by the Government. We find that there are seven Ministers at 
present, and the appointment of the eighth one is under contemplation. When 
already heavy expenditure is being incurred on the establishment of Minis- 
ters, their Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Assistant Secreta ries, Directors 

=- and Heads of Departments and so forth, I fail to see why more money is 
being made available to be spent on the fat salaries of more officers. Had 
this sum been provided for the betterment of villagers or the improvement 
of Panchayats, we would have done so gladly. ( interruptions ). I may tell 
my hon. Friends that I have thoroughly studied the Budget from end to end. 
But, what I find is that previously a sum of Rs. 30,00,000/- was provid- 
ed for improving the lot of villagers in the form of supply of Ammonium o - 
Sulphate where as now that provision has been reduced to Rs. 6,00,000/ - 


Minister for Local Government: Ona point of order, Sir. hon, Mem- 
bers while discussing the Budget do not see for what item the money is re- 


quired, Is it not irrelevant ? 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: There is another item of one crore and forty 
lakhs sessen 

Minister for Finance: If I may correct the hon. Meinber, this is a 
not one croreand torty lacks but one lakh forty thousand. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Again, Sir, we are told that there has been a 
bumper crop of wheat this year and itis coming to the mandis in abun- 
dance. Itis not so, The fact is that on accouat of high cost of living and 
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for meeting their liabilities of the high cost of production the zamindars are 
Obliged to sell away their produce and the hon. Ministers.gloat over the 
fact that foodgrains are coming in large quantities in the market. Zamin- 
dars are also afraid lest prices of foodgrains should fall, as every day talks 
are going on to this effect and the news appear in the papers. Hence they 
are placing their produce in the market. The arrival of foodgrains in the 
market is not due toany successful Grow More Food Campaign and procure 
ment policy of the Government. It has been the result of distress. Nature ha; 
also helped them ‘to a certain extent this year for a little more production, But 
the fact remains that zamindars have to sell it un er compelling circumstances, 
Wheat is procured from district Ludhiana at Rs. 13/- per maund but 
is supplied to the public by the Government at Rs. 16/- per maund. 


Minister for Local Government: This is done to provide wheat 
throughout .he State at the same rate and secure its supply to the whole 
of it. | 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Well, Sir, Government can come forward with 
its arguments to justify its actions. Only Rs. 8 Lakhs have been provided 
for village Panchayats and the improvement of sanitation in the villages. 
This is quite insufficient amount. However, the Panchyats collected Rs. 50 
lakhs for sanitation and other works, which amount has als» been 
exhausted. 


Minister for Development: Wherefrom should we bring the 
funds ? 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: The funds should be collected by nationalising 
the cinemas and by taxing the cars of the rich people., Full attention should 
be paid to the welfare of zamindars. No provisicn has been made in the 
present Budget for the uplift of cottage industries in the State. For the 
advancementof big industries, the Government is going to set up an Industrial 
finance Corporation but it dces not seem to do any thing for cottage 
industries. In this Budget no steps are proposed to be taken for the 
betterment of the Zamindar community. 


Shri Sri Chand ( Bahadurgarh ) ( Hindi): Sir, I would speak al- 
most about the same matters which used to be the theme of the speeches of 
my hon. Jriends, now sitting on the Treasury Benches, who occupied 
Opposition Benches some years ago. With 1egard to the concitions new pre- 
valent in district Hissar, it is said that the situation has improved. Sir, in the 
Budget now before us today, no mention was made of the famine condi- 
tions in Hissar when it was put up before our President at Delhi on the 31st 
March, 1952, for his approval. 
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Minister for Local Government: What, if it is found to have been 
mentioned therein ? 


Shri Sri Chand. Sir, on 31st March, 1952, the Government had no 
knowledge of the fact that famine conditions were then prevailing in 
Hissar district. I donot blame the hon. Ministers for that since they 
were not in the Cabinet at that time. For that, I ho'd the Deputy Commiss- 
ioner and othewNofficers of that district responsible. When the hon. Ministers 
first visited that place, they were told by these officers that the conditions 
there were not grave and they felt that there was no need of spending any 
amount on relief work. Our Ministers came back without any knowledge 
of the real facts. Then our hon. Ministers had to visit that district 
again when telegrams were sent to the Government to the effect that 
a large number of people and cattle of that area were dying of hunger 


and there was an acute shortage of fodder and foodgrains. This time 
they went there in numbers. 


Sir, the set-up of the Governmént machinery is similar to that of 
the past. They depend upon the reports of the Patwaris and Tehsildars. 
Our Ministers, even then did not careto stay there for sufficiently long 
period in order to know the real facts. In fact, they did not like to stay 
there because they were afraid of the scorching winds of that area. They 
preferred to move to Delhi for the night. They do not know the real facts 
but they pose to do so, 


Minister for Development: I think thehon. Member’s source of infor- 
mation is the ‘daily ‘Partap’. 


Shri Sri Chand. Sir, even the daily ‘Tribune’ bas reported that the 
labourers had to work there at the relief works opened by the Government 
at 4 annas aday. Not only that, the poor fellows were paid their wages 
after ten to fifteen days work. Further, Sir, some parts of the taccavi 
loans, which the Government have sanctioned for the population of that 
area have gone into the pockets of the clerks working there or the 
Tehsildars, 


Minister for Divelopmant: Can you point out a single instance ? 
We have been to Hissar and know the facts, At least it has not come 
to our notice. 

Shri Sri Chand: Sir, the Government says that there is no famine 
in that district because it is afraid of the public clamouring. 


For a single cattle farm in that district the Government las made 


a provision of Rs.’3 lakhs. What about thousands of cattle of the whole 
district, since the Government has allotted Rs. 62 lakhs only for all 
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different forms ofrelief e.g. the concentration camps for the cattle, main- 
tenance of stud bulls, digging of ponds and the opening of spinning centres ? 
This is too small an amount for such a big task. The cattle are dying in 
large numbers. Even, if you visit that district now, you will find under 
eacii tree three to four cows lying dead. 


Another point is with regard to controls. In this connection I would 
submit that itis a matter of common knowledge that our State is surplus in 
foodgrains. Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru may be right when he remarked that 
controls cannot be lifted all at once throughout the country. But what 
I wish to submit here is that in Punjab, at least the movement of food- 
grains within the State should be Free. My hon, friend Pandit Shri Ram 
Sharma might be aware of the fact that in our villages sometimes the 
poor farmers are forced to go out and cultivate lands at considerable 
distances from their villages due to drought and other circumstances. Now, 
under the law asit stands it becomes difficult for them to bring t.eir pro- 
duce totheir homes. In Jhajjar tehsil, for instance, the farmers have to 
suffer a lot of such inconvenience. ‘Che scarcity of fodder prevails and the 
peasants find it difficult to bring any thing from outside. Under such 
circumstances what can the poor people do but evade the law and indulge in 
such undesirable practices as smuggling ? The Government is unable to 
provide any relief to them because the administration at the top is not- 
quite efficient. Our hon. Ministers behave like I. C. S. officers. Whenever 
an ordinary man goes to see them to explain the grievances of the people 
they say that they have no time forit. It is my humble submission that 
urgent and immediate attention should be paid to the sufferings of the 
poor. The hon. Ministers should go direct to the people and listen to 
grievances and troubles. They should not rely upon the reports received 
from the officers only. I don’t mean to say that they should not meet 
and talk to the Deputy Commissioners and other high“ officers of the 
district. But my opinion is that the actual state of affairs can be seen 
only by going round personally and contacting the masses. The officers 
have a way of their own for looking at such things. They are unable 
to feel where the shoe pinches. So I would strongly urge upon the hon. 
Ministers to make a direct contact with the people in the villages. 


Mr. Speaker: As th- Assembly is to adjourn at6.30 p.m. it is 
necessary that the remaining time atour disposal should be utilized in 
an equitable manner. In the first place, 1 would like to mention that 
some time is likely to be taken up for the voting on amendments, Then 
hon. Sardar Partap Singh has requested to be allowed to speak for about 
twenty-five minutes and hon. Sardar Ujjal Singh for about half an hour. I 
think tae remaining time may be distributed among the Government party 
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and the opposition party equally. This is because the Opposition has 
la right to criticise the Government policies and an opportunity should 
be given to them to attack the Government. 
Sardar Chanan Singh: Sir wedo not indulge in mere attacks. We 
give some useful suggestions also. i 


Mr. Speaker: Yes, any how, itis possible at present to have at the ü 
most six speeches in addition tothe speeches of the hon. Ministers. So 
I think, three hon. Members from opposition side and three from Govern- 
|} ment Benches can take part in the discussion. After 5. 15 pP. M. the hon. 
Ministers wıll rise to give a reply to what has been said by the hon. 
Members. Now I call upon the hon. Members from the Opposition Benches 
to speak. (No one stood tp). As none wishes to speak from this side, I nate 
call upon the hon. Members from the Government Benches: to take this r 
opportunity of giving expression to their views on this matter, as they 
also have moved cuts to the demand under consideration. 


, Sardar Wazir Singh: These are bogus cuts. 
TE 
Mr. Speaker - The hon. Members should not use such expressions. 
Sardar Wazir Singh: Sir, I don’t think this word is unparliamentary. 
Any how, may I request- you to kindly give us more time as previously we 
were not allowed sufficient time to express ourselves. 


Mr. Speaker. An hon. Member cannot speak tw ce under the rules. 


Rao Gajraj Singh ( Gurgaon ) ( Hindi): Sir, whatever the hon. 
Ministers have stated with regard to procurement is correct. However, I 
would like to bring to the notice of the Government the difficulties which 
peor people have to face. So far as the policy of the Government in this 
matter is concerned, I donot wish to find fault with it. What I wish to 
i point out here is that unnecessary delay has taken place in putting it 
into practice. There are certain other shortcomings also. For instance, 
the big commission agents are allowed to fleece the producers and the : 
: consumers Most of the commission agénts are undesirable persons appointed 
. during the British regime who pleased the local officers and served them 


faithfully. They take most of the profits and are responsible for the prevail- 
ing high prices in the markets. I would request the Government to seriously 


think of removing them so that the poor people may not suffer. - 


! These big commission agents should be completely dispensed with. 

They have already mace huge sums of money and I shall request the hon. 

; Minister to do away with these agencies. They never had any sympathy > 
with the Congress. If the Government accepts this suggestion, it would 


satisfy a demand of the members of the Opposition also. 
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Then, Sir, I wish to say a few words about the Grow * More Food 
Campaign and I hope’ that the hon. Minister will give sympathetic thought l 
to what I am going to submit. The method of grant of taccavi loans appears 
to be based on some wrong basis. ‘Taccavi loans are not given in those areas 

where there is no other means of irrigation except wells. In this manner, 
the three Tehsils of district Gurgaon, viz, Rewari, Nuh and Gurgaon are 
deprived of this help. These places are dependent only on wells for irrigation, 
We have been agitating to get that order modified but have not succeeded. 
Minister for Development; Was any such order issued before we 


assumed office ? 


Rao Gajraj Singh: Yes, Sir. i 
Minister for Development: Then why did the hon. Member not bring 
itto our notice ? 


Rao Gajraj Singh: We grow barley and other crops and have to 
irrigate our fields by drawing water from wells which are 150 to 200 feet 
deep. Taccavi loans for sinking tube wells are not given in areas where 
these are needed most. Ifthe produce of a certain place is increased from 
one hundred maunds to one hundred and one maunds, it cannot be regarded 
as any achievement. If there is some increase in production of food grains 
in Tehsil Sonepat, where canal water is available for irrigation it is not so 
creditable as it would have been if a similar increase had been brought 
about in Hissar, Jhajjar or some. other such place. 


Then, Sir, there is another difficulty to which I wish to draw the 
attention of the Government. The lands of some people are so situated 
that a part of these are outside the limits of this State. Some poor people 
who did not possess enough land took other lands on lease and cultivated 
them, Some such lands are near Tehsil Jhajjar but they are outside the 
boundary of the Punjab. These people are not permitted to bring their 
produce from those lands. For the last two months we have becn request- 
ing the Deputy Commissioner to grant permission for import of grainin such 
cases, but he has not accedzd to our requests. I shall request the Govern- 
ment to consider this matter sympathetically and permit the persons 
concerned to bring their produce within this Bias 


Rai Raghuvir Singh (Seraj} ( Hindi ): Sir, I wish to draw the 
attention of this Housé'to the conditions in a hilly part of this State. Many 
of my friends visit that place but they cannot know the condition of the 
people living there. Many Government departments are functioning there 
but we have to see if their activities are doinz any gaol to the people. The 
inhabitants of that place are no doubt Punjabis but their condition is com- 
pletely different from that of the people inhabiting other parts of the State. 
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f 
i (Rai Ras! uvir Singh.) 
j Its main cause is the complete absence of educational facilities. Nature has 
endowed this area with plenty of water, rich. forests and large quantity 
| of fruits, bvt still its inhabitants do not get enough food and clothing. 
| Petty farms are surrounded by high walls. Small children have to walk 
| in some cases distances of five miles each way for attending their schools. 
| The hardship suffered by the tender aged childrenand the anxiety caused 
- to their parents can be well imagined. Moreover, the climate of this place 
is such that it receives heavy rainsin one part ofthe year and snow in 
another, Huge stones sometimes come down rolling and the school going 
children are exposed to great danger. Some parts of this place are 
such that if they do not receive rain for a few days, the entire 
: crop grown there withers. In other places, the floods wash away the fertile £ 
soil and leave behind sandy tracts of land. If the Government is really 
desirous of bringing these people at par with the other Punjabis, it shou!d 
! constitute a Board consisting of experts to examine the whole matter. 
| Educatijonists should try to satisfy the educationa! needs of the people and 
some experts should survey its forest wealth. This place supplies wood 
worth lakhs of rupees to other people in the State but its own residents 
cannot buy even a small quantity of it for building their houses. These 
| difficulties should be removed as early as possible so that the inhabitants 
of this place may attain the standard of life enjoyed by other people. 
If that is done, the ‘State as a whole will prosper. At present, even 
milk is regarded as luxury there. Due to the non-availability of milk, people - 
who go there once do not think of revisiting’ the place. There are no 
pastures for cattle in this area. I have referred to all these things in 
order to convince the Government of the necessity of removing the difficul- 
ties of these people. 
Shri Dharam Yir Vasisht | (Hassanpur) (Hindi): Sir, we are all very 
happy that the procurement this year has been very satisfactory. But I 
wish to draw the attention of the hon, Members to certain dangerous offshoots 
of the procurement system. There is in force in this State an Act known as 
the Pure Seeds Act. According to it, certain areas of land are reserved by 
the Agriculture Department, over which the Pure Seeds Act is operative. 
In spite of all this, what is the position today in District Gurgaon ? There 
is no pure seed available there. Ifthe Government has no seed, it should 


admit that fact. I find that there is a strange alliance between the Pro- 

curement Deparment and the Agriculture Department. While it is the duty 

, of the former to procure as much food as possible, the latter acts in just the 
opposite direction by distributing pure wheat as pure seed. I grew maize 
| onmy land. As every one knows crop competitions are held these cays. 
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I was asked by the officials of the Agriculture Department not to harvest 
my produce of maize till as a result of crop competition I got my 
prize. All my cropof maize was eaten by jackals but I am still await- 
ing my prize. The grain obtained through Procurement Scheme should not 
be given as seed. Another thing to which I want to draw the attention of the 
Government is that the work of sup2rvision of the Community Projects is 
being entrusted to the old bureaucratic type of officers, I mean those 
belonging to the P.C.S. I think their appointment to/such supervisory 
jobs would serve no useful purpo se. I would, therefore, urge that services 
of persons with suitable qualifications may be secured for this work. 


Mr. Speaker: Peraps the hon. M:mer doss not think it ‘suitable’ 
to remain relevant. From procurement he has all at once switched over to 
the Community Projects. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht > Sir, Iam strictly ralzvant. What I mean 
to stress is that the executive and administrative officers who are to be 
detailed on supervising the. execution of Community Projects should not 


be taken from the P. C. S. since they would not be able to discharge 
these duties in a satisfactory manner. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Jullundur City, South-East) (H indt): ‘Sir, I want 
to make a few suggestions with regard to’ the items that fali under this 
demand. Whatever amount of money Government demands for the behe- 
ficient departments is always granted without any demur by this House. 
But we cannot agree to voteso much money on the establishment charges 
of departments like the Buildings and Roads without pointing out that 
it is not so necessary and desirable to have a top-heavy administration! ak 
find that a sum of Rs. 20.54,39)/- has been earmarked for -meeting the exe 
penditure in connection with Buildings and Roads establishment. (Voices 
from Treasury Benches: ‘This expenditure does not come under this demand’). 
Sir, only today I have read in the‘ Tribune’ that Shri Rajagopalachari, 
Chief Minister of Madras has call®@d the Public Works Department as his 
enemy No. 2, On going through the Budget relating to this department, I 
find myself justified in subscribing to the views of Shri Rajgopalachari, 
Since partition the staffof this depirtm2nt has increased manifold and so 
has the expenditure. 


Minister for Public Works: It will be better if the hon. Lady Member 
makes this observation when the Budget is under discussion. l 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, if you compare the present staff of this de- 
partment with the pre-partition staff you will find that the number of 
Executive Engineers, S. D. O.’s and Overseers has increased immensely. The 
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[Shrimati Sita Devi] 

Public Health/Department is a small department but it has separate Over- 
seers, Executive Engineers and soon. Then, there are separate officers and 
subordinates for the Electricity Department. I woncer what is the idea i 
behind this multiplicity cf cfficials. Whyrot Fave tke same staff for aq 
Electricity and Public Health Departments? Why skould these depart- 


ments not be amalgamated ? Another complaint that I have to make is 
that after the partition the ninter of cfficeis Fas incieaced cityof all 


proportions to the strength of subordinate staff. = 


Minister for Public Works: Has it any relevancy to the demard 
uncer discussion ? 


Shrimati Sita Pevi: Yes, 'ock up tncer Head No. 40. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: On a point cf orcer, Sir, Is it the duty cf G 


ofthe kon. Ministers to give aiuling as io wtetker cn ten. Menter is 
speaking relevant or not ? ~ 


Mr. Speaker : Is it for Cəptain Parjit Sirgh to cescrite an obser- 
vation mace by a Minister asa ruling ? 


i Shrima ti Sita Devi; What I was saying lis that tke Goverment 
| should not spend £o much money on high officers. Cn ike cter Fard, prc- 
motions should Fe given to the :siterdirate cfficials wko have fifteen or 
twenty years of service to their crecit ard are still workirg cn the same 
posts. We have no objection to voting n crey for tte vericus Ceyartrents 
of the Government, but we have aright to insist that the mcrey granted 
by this House should be prorerly-fpent. 


Shri Mool Chand Jain (Sembralka) (Hindi) > Sir, I have 
risen to make a few suggestiors with egard to tke Civil Supplies 
and Rationing departments, The hon. Minister inckaige Fas stated that 
the Government is not yet in favour of removal of controls ard would 
like to give the matter further consideration, There is, however, in my opinion 
a step which the Government can take immediately without fear of any risk. 
To my mind, derationing of foodgrains in towns situated in the districts which 
are surplus in fcod is the need of tre mcement and tke di n end cf the masses. 
Tkere is hardly anything that can be said against immediate recourse to this 


measure, It would reduce Government’s liability and save the people living 
in surplus areas from unnecessary inconvenience ard jirkscme restrictions, ` 
We shall not te satisfied until this thing is done. 
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Secondly, I want toraise my voice against the over~staffing of the 

~m , districtYestablishment of the Civil Supplies and Foodgrains department. I 
wonder why two parallel organizations, namely, office of the District Civil 
” Supplies Organizer and the office of the District Food Controller exist side by 

side in every district, as a result of which there is considerable overlapping 

and even duplication of work as wellas staff. Why does not the Government 
amalgamate the two offices and $3211 t'12 moaey tius saved on the eneficent 
departments which:need more funds ? This is in my opinion a good suggest- 


ion to effect econo ny through retrenchment. 


a 


* Minister for finance: I have not exactly followed what the hon. 


Member was suggesting. 


Shri Mool Chand Jain: 1 was referring to the unnecessary expenditure 


being incurred on maintaining two parallel establishments, consisting of scores 
of inspectors, clerks and superintendents, namely, the offices of the District 


Civil Supplies Officer and the District Food Organizer. 


Some Members belonging to the Congress pariy have rightly pointed 
out ithe injustice involved in fixing different rates for wheat for different 
mandis. I give a concrete instance to make my point clear. Mutlada mandi 
is surrounded by gocd wheat-producing ilaqa. The price of wheat fixed for 
this mandi is less than the rate fixed for Panipat by -/12/- a maund, This 
discrimination between the two mandis resuJts in a great hardship to peasants 
living inthe ilaqa round about Mutlada. They have either tojundergo the 
botheration and expense of taking their yield of wheat for sale to Panipat 

— or be content with a definitely and considerably lower rate. And then this 1s 
not a solitary instance of its kind. The inequity implied in this system of 
variation in prices from one market to the other is manifest and such in- 


stances are found in quite a latge number. 


It will, therefore, appear that there is no utiform principle applied toy /_ 
the fixation of price of wheat in the different mandis. The rates are fixed | 
in an arbitrary way and éspecially in mandis which are in the neighbourhood 
= of Delhi the procurement price of wheat is higher. In these circumstances, I 
would request the Government that iasteal of giving preferential treatment 


to any particular mandis it should observe a uniform policy in order to 


avoid hardship to the poor peasants. 
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Sardar Hari Singh : (Dasuya) (punjabi) ; Sir, I would submit that 
the Government should make earnest efforts to remove all the difficulties 


which the poor class of people lave to face in connection with the Food Pro- 


curement Scheme. In this connection Imay point out that Mukerian is 2 
the biggest centre in the Punjab. Under the present law, as it stands, no- 

body is permitted to keep much stock of foodgrains with him. In case 

excess stock is found the people are challaned. Such a situation creates \ 
manifold worries and difficulties for the poor peasants. There may be some 

objection to keeping wheat which isin excess of one,s requirements, but a 

zamindar should at least be allowed to keep stock of foodgrains which may 


meet his yearly requirements. | x 


l Besides this, I may point out to the House that tehsil Una in the 
| Hoshiarpur district has been deprived of the benefits of the Grow More 
| Food Scheme of the Government. The area of land in Thana Anandpur 
and Nuipuris very fertile. These ilaqas have been linked up with roads 
and have the necessary irrigation facilities The hon. Minister for Deve- 
lopment should have kept all these factors in view. If the Grow More Food 
Scheme were enforced in this ilaqa we could donble or treble our produce 
from the land. I would, therefore, point out to the Government that the 
conditions in tehsil Una are exceptionally favourable to make the Grow 


| 
| 
! 


More Feodscheme a success there. 


| ‘Sardar Shamsher Singh: (Ludhiana Sadar) (punjabi): Sir, I would 
| like to bring to the notice of this august House through you, how the high 
| officers employed under the Food Procurement Scheme act in an arb trary 
| manner while allowing}commission to the Arhtis’ Associations. Procurement 
is usually made through the Pakka Arhtis Associations. This Association 
| generally cons ists of 8or 10 members and its number may at the most go A 
up to 15. Imay cite an instance in this connection. Sometime back the , i 
| Central Bank of Ludhiana succeeded in establishing its own agency in one of 
| the Mandis. Butit is surprising to find that different rates of commission 
| a e allowed to deret Asocia cons. Whereas one gets -/8/- annas per maund, 
the other is allowed -/12/- anna. per :naund. This matter was brought to 
the notice of the hon. Minister incharge in order to find out why differ- 
ential treatment was accorded to different Associations in the matter of ` 
payment of commission. But in reply it was pointed out that the Bank 
i which had many shareholdeis was ccnsidered as one individual whilein the 


i 

| 

| other case it was treated as an Association. Iwould, therefore, rejuest the 
| 

| 


Minister incharge to take steps to remove this invidious distinction. 
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Shri Teg Ram (Khuian Sarwar) (Hindi): Sir, the hon. Minister 
for Civil Supplies has remarked that the Government has to pay the inci- 
= dental charges for bringing foodgrains from villages to the mandis. The lab- 
ourers in the villages who do not produce wheat themselves can get it at 
cheaper rates in the villages. For example, if wheat is available at Rs. 12/- 
per maund at Abohar itis available in mandis at Rs. 12/4/- per maund and 
is sold at Rs. 14/- per maund in the black market. But the difficulty is that 
the labourer can ill-afford to get itat even Rs. 12/- per maund for his house- 
hold consumption. Thenin the month of November and December he has 
perforce to purchase wheat at a higher rate of Rs. 18/- or Rs, 20/- per 
de maund. If the Government makes arrangement for opening depots in all 
? the villages then these people can easily get wheat ata controlled price. 
Wheat which is available at Rs. 12/- per maund is made available to the 
village people at Rs.14/- per maund at the ration depots. It is, therefore, 
necessary that the Government should make arrangement for keeping a 
stock of 500 maunds in every village by purchasing it at Rs. 12/- per 
maund/ Whenever there is shortage the Government should make it avail- 
able to the poor people at Rs. 12/-per maund. In this way the poor people 
would be saved the difficulty of getting wheat at the black market rates. In 
these circumstances, I would request the Government thatit should make 
arrangement for the storage of 500 or 700 maunds of wheat in every village so 
that it may be made available tothe public at a reasonable price. 


Minister For Development: (Sardar Partap Singh Kairon) (punjads) 

Sir, I have listened to the speeches of the hon. Members sitting 

on the Opposition Benches and I am sorry to say that they have 

not said anything which may deserve the serious attention of the 

— Government. The way in which they have repeated their arguments 
shows clearly that they have not been able to understand things 
lightly. Infact their approach to the subject is one sided irrespective 
of the fact whether it is right or wrong. They want to see the Government 
presented in an unfavourable light. We had expected that the Oppo- 
sition party would change its outlook in the changed circumstances and that 


at would care more for the objective presentation of facts rather than start- 
ing a campaign of slander and vilification against the Government. But 
d what I find is that they are still adhering to the old narrow and worn out 
conception of making criticism which they used to make some 20 or 30 years 
ago. My hon. Friends Shri Sri Chand and Sardar Achhar Singh have remarkd 
in their speeches that the officers of the Government took illegal gratificeation 
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{Minister for Development] 
while distributing taccavis to the distressed people of Hissar. I do 


not deny that there are dishonest officers but I can never believe that any 
officer would stoop so low as to accept illegal gratification from the poor 
starving/peasants whose famished cattle were dying in their presence ([nder- 
rupticns), 

Mr. Speaker -: I would ask the hon. Members to allow the hon. Minis- 
ter to proceed with his speech without making any interruptions. 


Minister For Development : Sir, I do not find any truth in 
the allegations that the refugee officers extorted money from the refugee 
peasants, But on the other hand I can quote instances to show that the 
Government officers conducted themselves very honestly while distributing 


taccavis among the people invthe famine-stricken areas of Hissar district. 


Now, Sir, let me narrate my own personal experience. Sometime 
back I along with Chaudhri Lahri Singh and the Deputy Commissioner of 
the District visited three villages in the scarcity area of Hissar district. 
With a view to verifying. whether the taccavi sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment had actually reached the peasants, we called a public meeting of the 
villagers — about a hundred in number-and inquired of them ‘as to how manv 
of them had received the taccavi loan. It was found that every one of 
them had received it. We were told that about a sum of Rs. 10,000/- had 
been given to that village alone in the form of taccavi. At the time of de- 
parture I told the people that I had one more question to ask them. They 
readily agreed to give a true reply. I asked them as to X whether there was 
any one arnong them who had never told a liein his life. They pointed to 
an old man J I asked that old man to take an oəth in the name of the sacred 
cow and state whether he had paid any illegal gratification to any officer with 
a view to getting a taccavi loan. Then I asked every one present there to 
take a similar oath and state the truth. The reply that every one gave was 
that nothing had been paid to any official in the form of illegal gratification. 
I repeated į this thing in two other villages also which along with this village 
had received the maximum amount of taccavi. Ido not deny that some 
officers are corrupt but this does not mean that those who are engaged in 
relief work in Hissar district also acted in an objectionable manner. I would in- 
vite the hon. Members to quote specific instances, if any, and name the 
tehsildar, the clerk, the patwari or the Qanungo who haslaccepted any ille- 
gal gratification from the distressed people of the famine-stricken area. Thev 
will then see how promptly action is taken against such a corrupt official. I 
wou!d, however, say that it does not behove then to make baseless allegation 
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against and call in question the conduct of all Government oficials. I, for 
one, cannot think of an official stooping so low as to extort money from 


people who are in dire suffering. 


The first and the foremost thing that we want to do here is to raise 
the moral stature of the people by eradicating corruption from all branch- 
es of the administration. My brethren over there have pleaded for grant of 
more taccavi and financial assistance to the people of Hissar. How I wish 
we had crores of rupees at our disposal to spz2a l on relief works in the famine 
stricken areas of Hissar. But the difficulty is¥where to get the requisite 
funds from ? My hon. Friend Shri Sri Chand has stated that not a single 
penny was provided for Hissar during the President’s rule in the State. The 
Minister for Local Self-Government has already informed him thata sum of 
Rs. © lakhs has been provided for the purpose. Since then lakhs of rupees 
have been spent in connection with the famine relief work for which the 
approval offthe House is being sought now and Sardar Ujjal Singh, Minister 
for Finance promises to provide still more funds ifand waen necessary. 
The hon. Members will appreciate that when budgetary provision for such 
emergent expenditure is to be mide the money cannot. be provided all at 
once but provision has to be made in instalinents as the need arises, 


Again, my hon. Friend has complained that we have not made any 
arrangements for supplyingVwater to many villages in Hissar district. I 
think that he has made these observations not from personal knowledge but 
on the basis of mere heresay. May Iask him if he can name a single vill- 
age where canal water could reach and we have not made arrangements for 
it? We have tried our level best to supply water wherever it was possible 
to do so. Without caring for the clamour of residents of Bhiwani we have 
stopped the supply of canal water to their gardens in order to save water 
for villages where it was most needed. In the villages, where canal water 
could not reach, the Government has even gone to the extent of hiring bull- 
ocks and camels to draw water from the wells for the benefit of the people 


living in those villages. 


Iam not one of those who believe in mere talking and doing‘nothing 
substantial. I have a heart which feels the pains and sufferings of the people 
and goes outin sympathy to them. It is incorrect to say that we have not 
given adequate wages to the destitute people whom we employed as labourers 
with a view to enabling them to earn a living for themselves. My Friends who 


have levelled this criticism against the Government forget that in times of 


sid 
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famine, all and sundry have/to be provided with living standard wages. We 

are proud to say that we have been giving them almost standard wages. May 

I ask my hon. Friend Shri Sri Chand as to how much hay he collected in his 4 
tehsil for distribution among the people in the scarcity affected areas? I 
would not hesitate to praise the laudable work done by the people of Ludhiana 
district in the matter. of collecting hay and sending it to,the affected areas. 
We are also thankful to the people of Rohtak and Gurdaspur districts for 
coming to the aid of the distressed people of Hissar. These Friends who have 
criticised Government so vehemently for not adopting adequate relief measures 
claim to be the followers of Sit Chhotu Ram but their honouring the 
principles and the preachings of their great Leader are more in the breach : 
than in the observance. They are not caring to send even a handful of hay t 
for their brothers in distress. I was under the impression that on reading 

about the oncoming of famine in Hissar district, workers belonging to all 

political parties would, instead of sending observers and deputationists to 

the affected areas, start taking constructive steps to collect hay for the cattle 

of the people living in the famine-stricken parts of the district. But this | 
was not to be. They preferred to watch the situation, criticise the Govern- | 
ment and do nothing substantial to help relieve the human and animal 
distress, | 


Therefore, I think that all the political parties have failed in this 


important matter. For this work, sincerity and whole-hearted cooperation of 
all the parties are required. In my opinion Rs. 70 lakhs sanctioned by the 


Government for this purpose is only a small sum. I wish that aid by the 
Government could be very much increased. Some members of the Parliament 
came to Hissar and criticised the help given by this Government to the dis- 
tressed persons in Hissar. So far as the criticism of the Government aid is 
concerned, I tell you, Sir, that our Government is anxious to spend every N 


crores and crores, I would be willing to spend it for Hissar. But I can spend 
only what I have. Our Government cannot ignore the miserable plight of 
the people of Sirsa, Bhiwani and Fatehgargh in that District. But after all 
the Government has also to meet other expenses from its income. I wish 
that all of us should surrender our one month’s salary for the Hissar Relief 
Fund. | 


i 
| 
pie for relief purposes which its finances can allow. For myself, if I had 


Sardar Bhag Singh: All membersof our party will gladly do that, 


if other hon. Members of the House are prepared for it 
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(Minister for De velopment] 
The hon. Member should better consult his friends before he commits 
pon himself. I would suggest to my hon, Friends to arrange to send some cart 
loads of fodder to Hissar. 


The Government is being criticised in the name of cattle wealth. It 
is easier to criticise than to act. Oae of my Friends has said that our Govern- 
ment is following the practices of the past. The system which anyone works, 
should work satisfactorily irrespective of the fact whether it is old or new. 
When the Government has once chalked out its policy it continues to follow 


that till something new comes to replace it. One of the hon. Members has said 


a 


that we have not taken any steps to save the cattle wealth of that area, I want 
to tell him that our Government has opened eight concentration camps which 
have a feeding capacity of five thousand cattle. These camps have not yet been 
filled upto their full capacity. The Government intends to open more camps 
as soon as these are filled up. Sir, it has xls) been allegedsby another hon. 
Member that during our tour of that district, we used to leave for Delhi for 
the night. Such wrong statements are made on the floor of this House merely 
because these are published in certain newspapers. The hon. Members do not 
say these things on the basis of their personal knowledge. Sir, Let me tell 
them ‘that we do not have even the least attraction for Delhi. 


Then, Sir, it was really, a hard job to arrange for fodder for this 
area specially when some other States in India, like Saurashtra and Madras 


at lia o maa ea A 


were also threatened with famine. By the kind help of the Government of 
India, we have been able to import fodder from U, P. and Madhya Pradesh 


—— 


in large quantities. This Government has not spared any efforts to get 
every kind of help from the Government of India and to spend every penny 
a that was available. In our efforts to obtain fodder, the services of S. Datar 
Singh have been very useful. At every railway station where the wagons of 
fodder were to stop, we sent an officer in advance in order to avoid delay. Sir, 
we are determined to check the repetition of the present conditions in Hissar. 
One of the hon. Members has suggested that Hissar may be included in the 
area which is to benefit from i the Bhakra Project. Sir, I may tell him, 
that out of 36 lakh acres of land to benefit from Bhakra Project 18 lakh acres 


will be in Hissar. - 


- Sardar Aehhar Singh: I request the hon. Minister, Sir, to declare 
this area as famineestricken area. 


ee rr cee 
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Minister for Development: The difficulty in doing so, is that if 
that area is declared a famine-stricken area then we shall have to pay 


wages to the labourers working at the relief works strictly according to the : q 
famine code. The wages prescribed in the famine code are much less than 
those being paid at present. 7 


An hon. Member : What wages are you paying to the labourers engaged 
for the digging of ponds ? 


Minister for Development: We pay Rs. 1/4/- for digging ‘10 by 10’ 
and one foot deep. So long as it is a scarcity area, we can pay more 
wages to the labour. é 


Thus, Sir, you will find that the allegations made by some of the 
hon. Members of the Opposition are not based on facts and the criticism | 
made by them is not constructive. I again request the hon. Members of the 
opposition to cooperate with the Government in overcoming this calamity and 


not criticise for mere criticism’s sake. 


~ Minister for Finance (Sardar Ujjal Singh) (Punjabi): Sir, the motion 
before the House is for the grant of Rs. 4,37, 25,830 ‘‘on account” to the Gov- 
ernor to defray the charges that will come in the course of payment during 
the period of four months only, in respect of major heads named in the sche- 
dule, Some‘éfmy hon, Friends have taken the whole of the Budget for 
discussion in their speeches. I need not reply to all of these points because 
most of them are off the mark. Itis not a general discussion of the Budget. 
So I would like to confine myself only to two matters, namely, procurement 


and the conditions prevailing in Hissar. Sardar Partap Singh and Pandit Shri 
Ram Sharma have fully discussed both of these} problems. There are, however, 


yA 


one or two things more to be said and I will avail of this opportunity to 
throw some light on them. In connection with controls it has been stated 
that Punjab, being surplus area can easily dispense with controls on food- 
grains. But in my opinion the matter is not so simple as some of my hon. 
Friends geem to think. Hadit been a question of Punjab only we could x 
have removed the controls. But we have to take into consideration some 


other States also. It is our duty to provide all possible help to other States, 


consistent with our own requirements. We have to sce that as far as we can 


we should try to produce more and should also try to feed the people living 
in other parts of our country. Itis for this purpose that we go on with the 
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controls as they are. We have inthis State tried to procure as much food- 
grains for the rest of India as we could. The methods of procurement which 
we adopted here were appreciated by Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru. Only recently 
a committee, which was constituted to consider matters regarding procure- 
ment and to find out ways and means for reducing expenditure on it, gave its 
opinion that Punjab State had the!best scheme of procurement in the country. 
In spite of this it has been alleged by some of the hon. Members that we are 


not making any improvements in the situation. 


Sir, one of the hon. Members has suggested that we should procure 
foodgrains through the co-operative societies in the rural areas and abolish the 
syndicates. I wonder whether the hon. Member is conscious of the difficulties 
involved in such a procedure. Perhaps he is not aware of the fact that no 
storage facilities exist in the villages. Where will the co-operative socie- 
ties keep the procured foodgrains ? We cannot ignore the practical difficul- 
ties involved in the method suggested by the hon. Member. The present 
method of procurement is a result of past experience. Init there are ‘Kacha 
Arhtis’ and ‘Pacca Arhtis’. The ‘Kacha Arhtis’ deal direct with the Kisans 
who bring the produce to the market of their own free will. In order that 
the commission agents may not take excessive profits, we have asked the 
‘‘Pacca Arhtis’” to form themselves into syndicates from which the Govern- 
ment buys the foodgrains. In this way the commission does not go into the 
hands of a few big commission agents only. It is, on the other hand, distri- 


buted among various commission agents. Some of the hon, Members are 
of the view that such syndicates should be abolished. But I do not think 


that there exists any better alternative. The method of procurement which 
we are, at present, following is of advantage to the Zamindar as well as to 
the Government. It is not practicable to entrust the work of procurement 


to co-operative societies. 


An hon. Member has stated that the present system of procurement 
is cruel to the poor peasants. J am surprised to hear such an argument, 
How can it becruel? The villagers are not compelled to part with their 
produce. No force is employed in thisbehalf. The system is such that 
foodgrains which are in excess of the needs of the producers are brought by 
them to the market of their own free will. At other places theres is a system 
of levy but we have refused to enforce it in our State. Our procurement 
scheme is quite just and reasonable. There is not the least compulsion or 
trouble involved in it. About one-fourth of the production of foodgrains is 
procured in this way. This year large quantities of foodgrains are being 
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brought to the mandis by the producers of their own accord. This, in my 

opinion, isjdue to the fact that the production has increased. I don’t think 

Sardar Ajmer Singh is right in holding the view that this is due to poor q 
Kisans keeping less of the yield with themselves. I can believe that their 
financial position might have to some extent compelled them to sell their pro- 
duce but mainly it was due to better crops this year that our procurement 
has been so good. Oneofmy hon. Friends 'said that the Government pur- 
chased wheat at twelve rupees per maund but sold it at sixteen rupees per 
maund. [Iam surprised that my hon. Friend who lives in Ludhiana does not 
know the price at which wheatis being supplied there. The retail price of 
wheat at Ludbiana is Rs. 15/1/- per maund. This includes the retailers - 
commission of twelve annas per maund. At other places in district Ludhiana é 
where there is no rationingfand wheat is supplied at controlled rate, its price 

is Rs. 14/8/- per maund. Similarly, one of my hon. Friends said that the- 

Government purchased rice at eight rupees per maund. but sold it at the 

the rate of forty rupees. It isa pity that he could not distinguish between 

rice and paddy. The Government purchases paddy from the market at the 

rate of eight rupees to twelve rupees per maund. My hon, Friend who con- 

fused paddy with rice should have remembered that paddy has to be dried 

and husked before it is converted into rice. It involvesa good dea! of ex- 

pense. Our prices are quite reasonable but whenever it is found possible 


to reduce them, the Government will lose no time in reducing the prices. 


Some hon. Members complained that District Organisers, District Food 
Controllers and Civil Supplies Officers had been unnecessarily posted at one A 
and the same place. Formerly there used to be one District Organiser in | 
every district. He was the head of office and had two officers under him, 
one of whom was incharge of Civil Supplies while the other dealt with food. 
Now their number has been reduced from two to one. There are no Civil 


Supplies officers in districts where District Organisers have been posted. 


Sardar Wazir Singh: Has this system been adopted in all the 
districts ? | 


Minister for Finance: Yes. At those places where District Organi- 
sers have been posted, there are no Civil Supplies Officers, This has been done 
everywhere. There is one District Organiser and one District Food Controller 
in every district. In Kangra there is one District Civil Supplies Officer, but 
there is no District Food Controller there. In Simla the office of the Dis- 


trict Food Controller and the District Organiser have been combined into 


l 
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one under the name of District Controller of Food and Civil Supplies. There 
is no separate District Organiser for Simla and as I have submitted eariier 


there is no District Food Controller at Kangra. 
n Sardar Wazir Singh: What about Ludhiana ? 


Minister for Finance: My colleague, the hon. Minister for Civil Sup- 
plies is examining the whole question and if any reduction in expenditure 
can be effected, he will gladly do so. 


Now I wish to sa ya few words atout Hissar. hon, Sardar Partap 

Singh has already explained the situation in that area and the steps taken 
á by the Government to control it. [donot say that the conditions in 
Hissar are such as to give no cause for anxiety. The rain in that area a few 
days back facilitated the sowing of Bajra ia some parts. The Government 
takes pride in saying that its efforts have succeeded in controlling the situ- 

ation there and this House also can rightly feel proud of it (applause). I do not 
wish to say anything about the conditions which existed before we assumed 
office but on the second day of the formation .of this Government, we sum- 
moned a meeting which was attended among others by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Hissar, the Commissioner, Ambala Division and Sir Datar Singh of 
the Governme# of India. The situation prevailing in Hissar was fully dis- 
cussed at that meeting. The first tour which I made after assuming office 
was that of district Hissar. I was sorry to hear some sof my friends say that 


the Ministers went only to big towns and did not visit the villages. I wish 
to tellthem that we do not go down from the cool heights of Simla for no- 
thing. We have been touring the affected areas of Hissar from six in the 
morning up to nine inthe night. It was stated in one of the newspapers that 


I stayed ina bungalow at Hissar and came back after meeting three or four 
officers. When I went there, I was accompanied by two secretaries of the 
Congress Committees and a Member of Parliament. We visited a large 
number of villages and I was pained to see the sufferings of the people. On 
enquiries we found that nobody had any complaint regarding the distribution 
of taccavi loans. At a meeting the Tehsildar of Hissar told us that he had 
distributed rupees three laks'in the form of taccavi out of which Rs. 175,000 
had been given to Harijans. Nobody present there contradicted that state- 
ment, My hon, Friend Shri Sri Chand said that the Ministers who toured in 
motor-cars visited only those places which were situated on metalled roads 
and that they did not care to go into the interior. I want to know from him 
if he did anything to help the people in their suffering. It was the Govern- 
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ment which had to do everything. Eight concentration camps have been open- 

ed for feeding five thousand famished cattle. We have received large quanti- 

ties of fodder and have stopped its further import. I am told that many fam- f 
ished-cattle are still moving about on the roads but it is a pity that the people 

who shout most in decrying the Government do not cooperate in the task ? 

of bringing such cattle to concentration camps. Then it was said that we 

fed the cattle on grass only and did not supply them gram and flour. Have 

those who criticise the Government no responsibility in the matter ? How 

many of them contributed even an ounce of grains for this purpose ? 


Sardar Wazir Singh: District Ludhiana gave maximum help in this 
connection. 
$ 


Minister for Finance: I acknowledge that help and wish to express 
my gratitude to the people of Ludhiana and Ferozepore for supplying large 
quantities of fodder. Along with this, I wish to thank the proprietors of Gita 
Press, Bhiwani, who have made arrangements for feeding a number of weak 
and starving cattle at considerable expense. Ihave been told in this House 
that these cattle should be given gram and flour as the y could not eat grass. 
When I visited Hissar last time, I conferred with the Deputy Commissioner 
and non-officials and decided that if the veterinary doctor advised that some 
cattle should be fedon gram and flour, these should be readily supplied to 
them. During my last visit, I conferred with the non-officials and invited 
their suggestions, They were of the opinion that the total amount sanc- 
tioned for taccavi was insufficient Twenty lakhs of rupees had been sanc- 
tioned for that purpose, but on my return I consulted my colleagues and in- 
creased that amount by rupees five lakhs, thereby raising it to twenty-five 
lakhs. (Applause). 


Minister for Finance: We had opened 20 Spinning Centres to help = wa 
the people to earn an honest living and we will be prepared to open more if 
need be. There were no restrictions on admission to these centres. Any 
needy person could join them freely and earn a living. When a demand was 
made for opening five more centres it was readily met. As regards the 
opening of foodgrains depots, we have asked the Deputy Commissioner to 
send his propcsals in this connection and to let us know as to where they 
should be opened. It is with great regret that I have to point out that the 
hon. Members belonging to that ilaqa instead of making useful suggestions = 
thought it fit to confine themselves to decrying the actions of the Government 
and vilifying it. For instance, an hon. Member has remarked that fodder is 


being distributed at only two places while the fact of the matter is that 
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there are no less than twenty two distributing centres of fodder and it is being 
brought from very far off places situated in Madhya Pradesh. A complaint 
was made that as there were no such centres in the interior of the famine- 


affected area and people could not undertake a journey of ten to twelve miles 
along with their animals which were in a very weak state of health, some 
centres should be opened in the interior also. I may inform the hon. Member 
that we have asked the Deputy Commissioner to submit his proposal in this 


regard and we will do the needful. 


Captain Ranjit Singh : Sardar Sahib will excuse me if I ask him a 
question, Will he tell us if there is any centre where the Government has 


brought fodder directly by its own arrangements ? 


Minister for Finance : I am very sorry to hear this remark from the 
hon. Member. It is the Government who has arranged for wagons. Itis the 
Government who has agreed to meet 1/3 of the freight charges. It is the | 
Government who his appointed contractors to import fodder and again it is 
the Government who has fixed the sale price of fodder. Still the hon. 
Member says that the Government has done nothing. If we have done noth- 
ing what have they themselves done to relieve the sufferings of their distressed 
brethren ? 


_ Sardar Chanan Siagh: What remuneration do those people get who 
work in the Spinning Centres ? Isitnot a fact that they can earn not more 
than two annas per diem ? 


Minister for Finanee: It depends on the quantity of yarn spun by 
them, The all India Spinners’ Association also pays the remuneration on this 
very basis. Generally the wages allowed for spinning are eight to twelve 
annas per seer Of yarn spun. We are paying them twelve annas to Rs, 1/8/- 
per seer, 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Minister say how much time 
it takes one to spin one seer of yarn ? 


Minister for Finance: It depends upon the spinner, 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Is it nota fact that it takes one person four to 
five days to spinso much yarn, and the daily income of the spinner comes to 
not more than two annas per diem ? 


` for them. 


| of proportional representation by mea ns of the single transferable vote. 
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Minister for Finance; I do not think this needs any reply from me. 
So far as I knowl have not made any mis-statement. Then, Sir, it has been 
alleged that the scheme of Labour Co-operatives for excavation work has 
been introduced withno other purpose than that of covering the slackness 
and inefficiency of the Irrigation Department and their inability to get th 
work done in time through the contractors, 


Captain Ranjit Singh; And also with a view to getting it done at 25% 
less cost. 


Minister for Finance : I think the hon. Member is labouring unde 
agrave misunderstanding. The scheme of Labour Co-operatives has been 
introduced chiefly with a view to helping the destitute people of the famine 
stricken areas to earn a living for themselves 95% of the work has been 


entrused to them. And then, we are not paying them the wages that are 


generally paid in times offamine. ] am proud to say that we are giving them 
standard wages, namely, -/!0/- for 50 cft. and Rs. 1/4/-for 100 cft. of earth. 
Never in famine-stricken areas have the people in general been paid such high 
wages in any part of the country. And, moreover, itis only a part-time job 
They work for four to five hours?. e. for half a day only. Then 
wages for women have been fixed at 14 times the wages fixed for men. In 
this way we are doing all we can to relieve the miseries and sufferings of the 


people of Hissar. 


Mr. Speaker: J may inform the hon. Members that election of the 


members of the Public Accounts Committee will take placein the near future. 


This committee will consist of nine members who will be elected on the basis 
The 


Secretary of the Assembly will inform the hon. Members about the date when 


| the nomination papers have to be filed and aiso the date of withdrawal. Then 
' the ballot will take place and the members declared elected on the basis of 


| proportional representation. 


I had also promised the hon. Members that microphone will be set up 


in the Assembly Chamber but I am sorry to say that the Government has not 


been able to make arrangements in this connection. I hope that at least 


one microphone will be installed by tomorrow and if so only such members wil} 


be able to use it who are occupying seats near the throne. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is- 
That Demand No, 54-Fi mine be reduced by Ke. 1/-. 
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| The motion was lost . 
ube . Mr. Speaker : Question is :— 
That Demand No. 85-A be reduced by Re. 1/-- 
v 
| The motion was lost. 
| Mr. Speaker : Question is :— 
That the total amount of Rs. 4,37,25,830 on account of «“Vote-on-Account” be 
reduced by Rs. 10/- 
The motion was lost. 
ate 
s i Mr. Speaker : Question is :— 
he 


That Demand No. 54-Famine be reduced by Re. 1/- 
The motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is -— 


That Demand No. 85-A (Capital Outlay en Provincial Schemes of State 
Trading) be reduced by Re. 1/-. 


Aa ET ee Ae: 


The motion was lost. 


Ne. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is;— 


| 
| That asum not exceeding Rs. 4,37,25,830 be granted ‘on account” tO the 
Governor to defray charges that will come in the course of payment during the 

i 
I 


period of four months beginning on the Istof April, 1952 in respect of the 
major heads named in the schedule. 


The motion was carried. 


—— enn wee 


The Assemdly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Tuesday the 17th June, 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Tuesday, 17th June 1952. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simlae4, at 2 p. m. of 
the Clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satya Pal) in the Chair. \ 


oom ae eee ed 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, yesterday you had very kindly permitt- 
ed that supplementaries on Question No. 71* would continue today also. , 


Have I your permission to ask a few supplementary questions ? 


Mr. Speaker: Yes. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Well, Sir, there are two lists of publishers 
to whom the work of publication and sale of text books has been 
entrusted for the year 1951-52 and 1952-53, one list consisting of 10 
names and the other of 21 names. May I know on what grounds were 
the additional 11 publishers entrusted with the work of publication and 


sale of text books ? G 


e Minister for Education: Government had received the names of 
t0 publishers only and so the work was distributed amongst them in 


_two sets. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi : May I know on what principle the eligi- 
bility for entrusting the work to these 11 publishers was adjudged ? 


Minister : The books received were sent for review to several : 
reviewers. The views of the reviewers were assessed by a Committee 
consisting of the Education Secretary, the Chairman, the Punjab Public 
Service Commission and a Judge of the High Court. The recommen- 
dations of the Committee were approved by the Government and no 


favour was shown to any publisher, 


*Government’s reply to Starred Question No. 71 appears in the debate of 16th 
June 1952. . s 


(3) 2 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [17TH JUNF, 1952 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Was this matter decided before the 
formation of the Ministry or after it ? 
Minister : The decision was arrived at before the formation of the 
Ministry and I only approved of it. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It has been stated that the decision had 
been taken before the formation of the Ministry, Does it mean that the 
additional 11 names were selected before the Ministry was formed ? 


Minister : ‘This decision was taken during Governor’s Rule. 


Mr. Speaker: I wil! not allow the hon. Member any more time 
to put supplementaries, Nxt question please. 


Shri Dev Raj Sehti: Sir, I am perfectly within my rights to ask 
more supplementaries, as I have been supplied with three statements 


and I have not even finished the first statement. 


Mr. Speaker : I have already given my ruling that I will not allow 
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any more supplementaries to be put on this question. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Then, Sir, it is most unfair. 

Mr. Speaker : You are not permitted to make any remarks on my 
ruling, Will you withdraw them? Will you apologise or not ? 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Where is the question ot apologising and 
for what ? 

Mr. Speaker: I ask you to withdraw the words “It is most 
unfair”, 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, I should be allowed to explain. 


Mr. Speaker: I ask you to withdraw your words first and then 
say anything else, 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I withdraw with the following submission. 


Mr. Speaker: You will have to withdraw your words unreservedly 
and then you can make a statement. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I withdraw but I wish to point out, Sir, 
that in the matter of supplementaries no restrictions can be imposed 
under rules either according to May’s Parliamentary Practice or accord- 
ing to other accepted conventions. . In this particular case, Sir, there 
were three statements supplied tome. The statements were not hand- 
ed over to me at the time when the question was put. The Speaker 
in the discharge of his duty did the right thing by allowing me,to 


ry 
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continue the supplementaries over the next day. Therefore, today I 
was permitted to ask supplementaries. When I had not even finished 
with the first statement, the Chair ruled that no more supplementaries 
could be asked. T submit, Sir, that I shall be within my rights to put 


` . . e ° 
v supplementary questions on the remaining two statements. By stopping 
if me from putting these supplementary questions, Sir, a fair deal has not 
i been done to me. 


Mr. Speaker : You are again saying that a fair deal has not been 
done to you. What is the sense of withdrawing your earlier words ‘It 
is not fair’. Iwill not, therefore, allow you to proceed further with 
your arguments unless you withdraw your words. 
= Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, I withdraw my words. 

Mr Speaker: Now I allow you to ask supplementaries. í 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In reply to my starred Question No. 714, 
Part (d), the Minister for Education has been pleased to furnish me 
i with two statements in which the principles governing the fixation of 
prices of the text books for the years 1950-51 and 1952 have been given. 
Will the Minister for Education please explain the differences in the 
rates of prices as given in Schedules No 1 and Z and whether the State 
Government took any steps during the last year to see that the rates in 
the schedule were really observed in practice in fixing the prices of the 

text books ? 

Minister : I do not know anything of the previous Government. 
- >. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The hon, Minister has been pleased to 


remark that he has no knowledge of the actions of the past Government 


regarding this matter. Is it not a convention that the Government is a 


f continuous body. It is a separate thing whether the present Ministry 
£i may agree to or differ from the policies of the earlier Ministry. 

5 Mr. Speaker: I disallow this supplementary question. 

A Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Inthe third schedule, supplied to me, by 


the Education Minister, it is stated that a total amount of Rs. 72,704-7-9 
was paid by the publishers to the Government as royalties. These pay- 
ments have been received by the Government up to the 30th November 
1951, Now may I know from the Education Minister whether full 
payments have been received up to the end of the last financial year 
from the various publishers ? Whether any checking of thcir accounts, 
the number of books published and the amount received by them was 


~ 


made ? 
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Minister : IT cannot say anything about the previous Government. 
All I know is that during that regime 160 pages were printed by the 
publishers for one rupee. Now we have asked them to print 180 pages | 
for one rupee. But this work pertains to Hindi and Punjabi languages. 

So far as printing in English is concerned we have asked them to print é 
116 pages instead of 100 pages as was done previously, for one rupee, Z 
By doing so we have reduced their profit by 13 per cent. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: What other steps have been taken to receive 
the payments due from the publishers “up to the end of the financial 
year, 7. e. 31st March 1952 ? i 

Minister: On the basis of 5 per cent we have received the pay- 
ments which were due from the publishers, E 

l Shrimati Sita Devi: The rate was fixed by the previous Govern- 
ment. May I know how much profit the publishers derive from it ? 


Minister: It is a matter of details. The profit which they used to 
get in the past has been reduced by 13 per cent, | 

Shrimati Sita Devi: While fixing this rate the Government 
must have calculated the amount of profit, which the publishers would 


get, May I know that? : 
$ 


Minister : I have already stated that the amount of their profit has | 
been reduced by 13 per cent. 

Shrimati Shanno Devi: Has the Government taken care to see 
that as a result of the policy regarding prescription of text books, poor 
parents should also be benefited to some extent and it may become 


easier for them to bear the expenses for the education of their 


children, 


| Minister: Only those books are prescribed which are approved = 
by the Committee. I am not aware whether the parents are benefited 


T 


by this or not. 


Captain Ranjit Singh : On a point of information, Sir. May I 
know whether the hon, Ministers are unable to reply any question relat- 
ing to the period of their own tenure of office or they are expecced to ` 


reply to a period previous to that also ? 


Mr. Speaker: It is for the Minister to answer a question or not. 


] cannot force him to make a reply, 
a 
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Shrimati Shanno Devi: Ona point of order, Sir. If you are 
pleased to permit the hon. Members to ask two or three supplemtary 
` questions, then and then alone the object of asking supplementaries 


will be served, otherwise it will be defeated. 


a ee A 


SELECTION OF NEW CAPITAL SITE AT CHANDIGARH. 


nae nal 


a 
e 


4 *33. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Public 
x Works be pleased to state :— 
(a) The reasons why Chandigarh was selected for the site of the 
New Capital ; 
(b) The total ameunt of money spent by the Government on the 
+ Capital Project upto 31st December, 1951 ? 


Chaudhri Lehri Singh: (a) In this connection, a *brochure 
explaining the salient points relating to the selection of Chandigarh as 
the site for the Capital, is laid on the Table for the information of the 
Members. The following main considerations weighed in making this 
selection :— 

l. Suitability of the soil ; | 

2. Favourable conditions of water supply and drainage ; 

3. Central situation ; 

4, Scope for expansion and salubrious climate ; 

5. Existence of large scale lime stone deposits and building stone 
in the neighbourhood ; . 

6. Location far away from the border ; 

7. Comparatively low cost of acquisition of land and thin 
population of the area affected. 

(b) Rs. 1,02,34,000. ` _ 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Minister has stated that the 
Capital site for Chandigarh has been selectcd on account of its being 
r located at a central place. May I know what is his notion regarding 


t ; 
st ə a centrally located place? Is not Ludhiana or Ambala considered a 
central place ¢ 
Minister : I would ask the hon. Member to reid the pamphlet 
published by the Government on this subject. The point raised by the 
hon. Member is fully discussed therein. . | 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: But that literature has not been placed 
on the Table of the House nor has it been supplied to the Members 
* Kept in the library. 
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Minister: [tis upto the Secretary of the Legislature to see 
whether it has been placed on the Table ‘of the House or not. Govern- 
ment did supply the literature for being placed on the Table. - 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : I would like to have the ruling of the 


Chair whether anj literature which is sent to the Spearker or the a 
Assembly office is meant to be placed on the Table of the House ? =~ 
Mr, Speaker: If the documents are intended to be laid on the : 
Table of the House, they are laid, irrespective of the fact that 
they are addressed to me or to the Secretary of the Legislature 
Secretariat. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Well, Sir, if there be no objection, 5 


tomorrow you may be pleased to permit me to put supplementary 
questions on this question. Inthe meantime I will go through the 
pamphlet concerned, 


Mr. Speaker: Yes. Tomorrow* the hon. Member will have a 
right to ask supplementaries on this question. 


Cuno eeu ae «me 


BORING OF TUBE WELLS AT THE CAPITAL SITE. 


*34, Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the hon. Minister for Public 
Works be pleased to state :— f 
(a) The number of tube wells so far bored at the Capital site ; 


(4) The volume of water discharged from these wells ? 
Chaudhri Lehri Singh: (a) 15 Nos. 
(b) 1,80,500 gallons per hour. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra : Am I to undrestand, that 1,80,590 
gallons of water is the discharge from each tubewell or from all the 
15 tubewells ? 


Minister: From all the tubewells, as is evident from the reply 
given to the hon. Member’s question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know whether it is a fact that the e 
discharge of water from each tube well is much less than the required 
average discharge of 42,000 gallans af an ordinary tube well ? 


Minister : The question is not clear. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister please telf us 
whether it is a fact that the volume of water discharged from each of 
these tube wells is less than the required average discharge of a tube- 


well ? 
*Supplementaries continued on 25th June, 1952. 
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Minister : The question is vague and l am not prepared to reply 
it. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know whether it is not a fact 
that the average discharge of water of these tube wells is much less 


than what it should actually be ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Ona poiat of order, Sir. I want to make 
a submission that the real object of the Question Hour is that Govern- 
ment should supply the hon. Members with full and complete infor- 
mation on certain matters about which they have given notices of 
questions. But that purpose cannot be served by simply showing 


maps or photographs. 


Mr. Speaker: It is said that it is easy to take a horse to a pool 
of water butit is not possible for one to make him drink water. 
Similarly I can ask the hon. Ministers to answer your questions, but 


cannot compel them to reply. 
x A 


Minister for Revenue and Development : Sir, In this connection 
I wish to say on behalf of my colleagues that we do not keep 
away any information from the hon. Members. What ever infor- 
mation we have, we are only too glad to place before the House, 
So there is no question of evasion of reply on the part of the Govern- 
ment, All that I request is, that such supplementary questions shoulg 
be asked as may arise from the original questions so that we may be 
able to reply. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: Sir, None of, the hon. Members occu- 


pying the Treasury Benches should say ‘I am not prepared to reply’. 
They are representatives of the public and they should not talk like that. 


Mr. Speaker: You cannot compel anybody to say what you 


Want to Say. N e 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: On a point of order, Sir, I would 
request the hon. Minister not to evade a reply to a question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Isit for the Chair to decide whether 
the question is in order, or the Ministers can also exercise that power ? 


Mr. Speaker: Ordinarily the Speaker gives his decision, but the 
Ministers can point out to the Speaker., 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, the Chair has bèen pleased to give 
a ruling that the supplementary in this case does not arise out of the 
original question. The convention in the Parliament has been that the 
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[ Shri Prabodh Chandra ] 

Members are entitled to put questions which arise not only from the main 

question itself but also out of the replies given by the Treasury Benches. 
Mr. Speaker: Shall I read out to the hon Member the relevant 

rule ? 


It is like this : 


The Speaker shall disallow any supplementary question if, in his opinion, 
it infringes the rules regarding the subject matter on admissibility of 


questions. 

_ Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know the total number of places 
where boring operations were tried and the num'ser of places where 
they failed ? 

Minister: Efforts were made to sink tube wells at a number of 
places but, as 1 have already stated, we were successful at only fifteen 
places. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: May 1 know what quantity of water is 
necessary for the successful working of an ordinary tube well ? Is the 
quantity of water available at Chandigarh sufficient for the purpos@ ? 


Minister: I do not possess the required information at this 
moment but I can assure the hon. Members that the quantity of water 


available at Chandigarh is quite sufficient. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is the report of the water experts 
ready ; if so, may 1 know its contents ? 


Minister: I require a fresh notice for this question. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: The hon. Minister has stated the 
grounds on which this site has been selected. He has stated in his 


reply that ...... 
Mr. Speaker: This does n@gt arise out of this question. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan : Sir, I am going to say that the grounds 
given ...... 


Mr. Speaker: But this question does not arise at all. 


Next question please. 


xo 
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ACQUISITION OF LAND AT CHANDIGARH. 
*85. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Public Works 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) The price per acre paid to Landlords whose lands have 
been acquired by the Government at Chandigarh. 


(b) The average price per acre that is being charged by the 
Government on the sale of plots at Chandigarh ? 


Chaudhri Lehfi Singh: (a) The average price per acre paid to 
the Landlords whose lands have been acquired by Govern- 
ment at Chandigarh is Rs, 1,000 per acre. 

(b) The average price per acre, inclusive of development costs, 
which is being charged by Government for the sale of resi- 
dential, commercial and industrial plots at Chandigarh is 
Rs. 37,590. 7 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : The hon. Minister has stated that the 
average price per acre paid to the Landlords is rupees one thousand and 
the average price per acre inclusive of development costs which is 
being charged for the plots at present, is rupees thirty seven thousand. 
May I know the cost of development and the net profit which the 
Government is going to make out of it ? 


Minister: Survey, Miscellaneous and other explora- Lakhs 


tary charges , £45 


Acquisition of land | 7755 
Cost of road communication such as city oe 

roads, footpaths, cycle tracks including 

the cost of bridges — ©.. «138*67 
Drainage and sewerage 199°44 
Temporary electric supply (for Thermal 

plant and underground cables only) ci 20:00 
Landscaping and Horticulture m 21:77 
Construction of Dams over Sukhna Cho ... 58-00 
Railway Siding | | | Ee 35-00. 
Putlicity for sale of plots A 400 
Contingent charges (proportionate charges 

for Research Establishment) "a 63°50 


Community Buildings and Civil Works _... 240°55 
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[ Minister for Public Works ] 

The Government has not earned any profits and I wish to make 
it quite clear that the price of Rs. 37,590 per acre dves not contain any 
profit at all, 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The State Government charges 37 times 
the price of an acre of land. Willit not be an act of black-market- 
ing ? 

Mr Speaker: Is that a question? The hon. Member is imput- 


ing motives of black-marketing. 


Minister for Revenue and Development: Sir, I protest against 
this remark, We have already stated that not a single pie has been taken 
as a profit. I think no Member of the House should impute any motives 
to anybody. 


< 


Mr. Speaker: I entirely agree with you in this. 


Shri Daulat Ram : Is it not too big a price charged from the dis- 


placed persons ? 


Mr. Speaker: It is not a question, It is an expression of opinion. 


The hon Member can ask a factual question only. 
Shri Daulat Ram: It isa clear question, Sir ? 


Mr. Speaker: ‘I'he hon, Minister has stated that not a single pie 
has been taken as profit out of it. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: ls it nota fact that the cost of Govern- 
ment buildings is to be met out of the profits of the price of the plots 
to be sold ? 

Minister: No, it is wrong, 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
whether the compensation to be paid to the poor displaced land owners 
is the same as is being paid to the big land owners ? 

Minister: ‘There should be no difference, however, I can get the 
hon. Lady Member exact information about it if proper notice of a 
question is given. 

Shrimati Shanno Devi: May I know if the Government has 
made any provision for helping refugees who wish to purchase plots at 
Chandigarh ? ° 
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Minister : I cannot say off hand as to how much help is being 
given to them in this respect 

Mr. Speaker: This supplementary does not arise. There is no 
reference to refugees in the main question. 

Shri Sri Chand: Are these plots sold by auction or their price has 
been fixed by the Government ? | 

Minister : ‘The price has been fixed by the Government. 

Shri Mool Chand Jain : Have the persons ousted from Chandigarh 
area represented to the Government that they have been given less 
price for their lands ? 

Mr. Speaker : It does not arise. 

Rao Gajraj Singh: Are those persons whose lands have been 
acquired by the Govern ment given some preference, if they desire to 
purchase plots ? 

Minister: Yes. They are given preference. 

Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: The Government has stated the 
total expenditure on developm:nt. Has the expenditure per acre 


been also calculated ? 


~ 


Minister: That can also be done. 


PUNJAB STATE ROAD INSPECTORS? ASSOCIATION. 


*92. Shri Babu Dayal: Will the Minister for Public Works 
b: pleased to state whether the Punjab State Roid Inspectors’ Associa- 
tion has, from time to time, submitted memoranda for their confirma- 
tion, pay scale revision etc, if so, the action, if any, so far taken by the 
Government in the matter ? 

Chaudhri Lehri Singh: Yes. The matter is under consideration 
of Government. | 

Shri Babu Dayal: Has some reply been given to the Association 
in this connection ? l 

Minister : As the matter is under consideration, no reply could 


be sent, 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Since whenare these memoranda being 
received and how long will the Government take to arrive at some 
decision ? 
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Minister: Such memoranda have been received from time to 
time even long before partition, but I do not remember the date of 


the memorandum received last. q 


PUNJAB STATE PEONS’ ASSOCIATION. E 


| 

| | 
*93. Shri Babu Dayal: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 

to state whether the Punjab State Peons’ Association has from time to Yl 
time submitted memoranda to the Government for the increase of their | 
pay and if so, the action tiken by the Government in the matter ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: Yes. Tne pay of Chaprasis and Orderlies was 


y, 


last revised from Rs. 15-1-19 to 20-$-25 with effect from ist September 
1948. Itis regretted, that despite wishes to the contrary, Govern- 
ment have not been able, in view of the dificult financial position and 


repercussions of such a step on the pay scales of other low paid Govern- 


3 ment servants, to effect a further upward revision. 


| Shri Prabodh Chandra: Did the peons make a demand in their 
| representation that they should be given the same scale of pay as that 
| of the peons employed in the Central Government offices ? 


| Minister: Yes, that was one of the demands but it could not be 
= accepted as the scale of pay of peons in the Central “Government offices 
is very high. However, their dearness allowance has been increased 
by Rs. 5 per mensem as stated in my Budget speech. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Minister has stated in his 
reply that such matters have to be referred to the Central Government. 


If that is so, how is it that those person who were getting only Rs. 600 
per mensem before partition are being paid Rs. 2,600 per mensem now 
| without any reference to the\Central Government ? 


| Mr. Speaker : This does not arise. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: It does arise, Sir. 


Mr. Speaker : Į would like to know how it arises out of the main 


question. ? 
a 4 
Shri Prabodh Chandra : ‘he hon. Minister has stated that due to p 
l 
i 


financial stringency the peons’ salaries vould not be raised. How was 


it that some of the Government servants who were getting Rs. 600 per 
mensem before the partition were in receipt of Rs. 2,600 per mensem 
now ? Did the question of financial stringency not arise in their case ? 
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Mr. Speaker: The question relates to peons only. So this 
question does not arise. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra : Is the Government prepared to increase 


the basic pay of the peons ? 


As T have already submitted, their dearness allowance 
The question of revision of their 


Minister - 
has been increased by Rs. 5 p. m. 


pay scales is under the consideration of the Government of India. 
Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the Government prepared to increase 


the Hill Allowance of peons employed in the Government offices in 
Simla ? 
Minister : This does not arise out of the main question. A 
separate notice for it is required. 
Shrimati Shanno Devi: Is our democratic Government pre- 
pared to open cheap ration depots for the benefit of peons as has been 


done by the railway authorities for their employees ? 
Minister: This does not arise. 


Mr. Speaker: I shall ask the hon. Lady Member to give notice of 
a resolution if she desires the Government to effect any change of this 
type. 

Shrimati Shanno Devi: I want to know as to what they are 
doing for these low-paid employees ? 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Are the peons and other Government 
servants drawing less then Rs. 100 P.M. entitled to medical facilities ? 


Minister : This does not arise. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Minister has stated ‘that the 
question of increasing the pay of peons has to be referred to the 
Central Government. May I know why was it not felt necessary to 
refer the question of increase in the salaries of officers to the same 
Government ? What is the justification for this distinction ? T 


Mr. Speaker: The-hon. Minister has stated that the whole 
question is being examined by the Government. As the main question 
relates to peons, the supplementary question asked by the hon. Member 


does not arise. 
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ALLOTMENT OF LANDS IN THE STATE. 


*102. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of applications received by the Government 
against the a lotment of evacuee land in the State ; 


(b) the total number of such applications so far disposed of 5 


(c) the approximate date by which the remaining applications are 
expected to be disposed of ? 


‘Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) A total number of 106442 regular applications for review of 
allotments were received in the districts of Punjab and Pepsu and at 
the Headquarters at Jullundur up to lith November, 1950, the last 
date fixed for this purpose. About 92197 petitions were received after 
November, 1950, up to 10ih May 1952 :— - 


(i) for revision of orders passed by Deputy Commissioners ; 
\ . l . oge 
(ii) for revision of allotments from minors, widows and Military 


personnel; 


(iii) from unsatisfied claimants for allotment of land; and 
(iv) on miscellaneous subjects. 


(b) 179569. 
(c) 31st August 1952. 


CANCELLATION OF ALLOTMENTS OF LAND. 
*103. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of petitions filed in the High Court against 
the cancellation of allotments of land by the Rehabilitation Officers in 
the State up to 3'st March 1952; 


(b) the number of cases in which the High Court set aside the 
orders of cancellation ; 


(c) whether in view of the rulings of the High Court on those 
allotments the Government has issued any instructions to the Rehabili- 
tation Department; if so, a copy of such instructions be laid on the 
Table ? 

Sardar Ujjal Singh : 

ta) Nincty-six. 

(b) Five. 
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(c) Government have since instructed all the Deputy Commis- 
sioners in the State not to cancel any allotment without complying with 
the provisions of Section 26 of the Administration of Evacuee Property 


Act XXXI of 1950. A copy of the instructions issued is placed on the 
Table. 


PUNJAB GOVERNMENT, 
DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION. ' 


No. LRI/1412/LRC, dated 29th April 1952. 


To 
All the Deputy Commissioners in the State 
of the Punjab. 
Subject :— Hearing of persons affected before cancelling the allotment. 
Sir, 


I am directed to invite a reference, once again, to the provisions contained 
in Section 26 of the Administration of FEvacuee Property Act XXXI of 1950, 
which enjoin that no order shall be passed under Section 26.(1) Ibid, revising or 
modifying any order prejudicial to any person without giving such person a reason- 
able opportunity of being heard. It has recently come to the notice of the State 
Government that in some cases the affected parties were not given any opportunity 
to appear and to be heard before passing orders ousting them from their allotments. 
It is, therefor-, emphasized that whenever any order involving the cancellation or 
modification of allotment is contemplated, the affected party must be given a reason- 


able opportunity of being heard before any order is passed. 


Please acknowled:e the receipt of this communication. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sd) VIKRAM SINGH, 
Director Rehabilitation (Rural), 
Department of Rehabilitation, 
Jullundur. 


` 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, | have not received a copy of the 


instructivns. 


Financé Minister: I am very sorry to note that. It was 
supplied with the reply and should have been placed on the Table 


of the House. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member can put supplementary ques- 
tions “to-morrow after he has received the said document. 


*Supplementaries asked on 25th June 1952. 
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X-RAY INSTALLATION 1N GURGAON HOSPITAL. 

* 94. Shri Babu Dyal: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state the amount sanctioned for the installation of the 
X-Ray apparatus in Gurgaon Hospital ? 

Shri Jagat Narain: None. 

Rao Gajraj Singh: Would the hom. Minister for Education 
please state the reasons why no money has been sanctioned for X-Ray 
apparatus ? 

Minister : Efforts will be made to provide money for this purpose 
in the Budget tor the next year. 

Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht, Was any request received from the 
Civil Surgeon, Gurgaon on the subject ? . 

Minister : We have no funds for this purpose. When funds 


are available, necessary provision will be made. 


eee see Oe oe 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION, 
Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda): Sir, I beg to ask for leave to 


make a motion for the adjournment of the busiuess of the House to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
murder of two tenants in District Ferozepore through firing by land- 
lords in order to terrorise the tenants for purposes of eviction from 
their lands and the failure of the Police to give them protection. 


Mr. Speaker: When did this incident take place ? 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Only yesterday. Moreover, the incident 
has appeared in the press. 


Mr. Speaker: I may tell the House that according to the con- 
ventions maintained in the Punjab Legislative Assembly, no adjournment 
motion can be taken up as long as the discussion on the Budget is carried 
on, In this connection I am heavily armed with big guns. To cut short I 
quote a ruling of the late Sir Shahab-ud-Din, the reputed Speaker of 
the United Punjab Legislative Assembly. He observed that : 

This has been our practice and it was followed last year andthe year 


before last an. rightly or wrongly a convention has been established 
that no adjournment motions are taken up during the Budget Session. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: But the matter is very urgent and needs 
the attention of the House and the Government. 
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Mr. Speaker: I agree but I have no mind to go against the con- 
vention, namely, that during the Budget Session adjournment motions are 
not taken up. The hon. Member will have ample opportunity to 
discuss this matter during the general discussion of the Budget. He 
can raise this point in his speech. I, therefore, rule this adjournment 
motion out of order, 

Now I would request the hon. Minister for Finance to move his 


motion. 


Sardar Chanan Singh : Sir, I rise on a point of personal explana- 
tion. Yesterday l and three other members of my party brought an 
adjournment motion against you. But we were not afforded any 
Opportunity to express our view point. 

Mr. Speaker: l cannot allow you todo that. Yesterday l told 
you that [ had a right to explain my position but you had not. Unless 
you can displace me from this Chatr, I am reluctant to relegate that 
right to you. 


marar eee Oe 


THE PUNJAB APPROPRIATION (SECOND VOTE 
ON ACCOUNT) BILL. 


Minister for Finance (Sardar Ujjal Singh): Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Punjab Appropriation (Second Vote on Account) Bill 1952. 


Minister for Finance : Sir, l beg to move— 
That the Punjab Appropriation (Second Vote on Account) Bill, 1952, be 
taken into consideration at 
I think after the speeches that were delivered yesterday, I need 
not make any speech on this occasion. I would, therefore, simply 


commend this motion to the House. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion moved : 


That the Punjab Appropriation (Second Vote on Account) Bill, 1952, be 

taken into consideration at once. 

Shri Wadhawa Ram (Fazilka) (Punjabi): Sir, first of all I want 
to know as to whether this money in respect of which this Appropria- 
tion Bill has been brought before the House is included in the main 
Budget or Shot. ` i 


Minister for Finance : Yes, it is included in the Budget for 1952- 
53. 
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Shri Wadhawa Ram: Secondly, I am anxious to know as to 
whether acceptance of money from America for starting Community 
Project Extension Training Centres under Ford Foundation would not 
mean an invitation to the forcigners to dominate over our country’s 
economy and pave the way for their economic imperialism. Are we 
not in this way betraying our country ? I am constrained to remark 
that while the British had established their sway in this country with 
the help of the sword, the American are doing it with their money. 


Minister for Local Government: Sir, is he reading from 


a statement ? 


Shri Wadhawa Ram: Sir, it is a pity that we are already allow- 
ing unduly large concessions to the American firms, in the matter of 
utilization of fisheries, internal nivigation, anti-locusts operations, 
industrialization, etc. Are we not satisfied with having permitted 
then to survey and prepare maps ofsevery inch of our land on one 
pretext or the other? When shall we be able to do things without 
the aid of this ‘agency’? How much longer shall we allow them to 


spread their tentacles over our country ? 


Mr. Speaker: I find that the hon, Member his not been able to 
understan:| properly as to what is under discussion ? Now the question 
is whether this Appropriation Bill be take. into consideration or not. 


The discussion on it will be made at a later stage. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: This is the first reading of the Bill and a 


member can discuss it. 


Mr. Speaker: It will be considered clause by clause later on 


but at this stage if any member wishes to speak he can do so, 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: (Rohtak City) (Hindi); Sir, six Com- 
munity Projects will be set up in the Punjab, in Batala, Nawanshehr, 
Jagadhri and Sonepat including the development block in Nilokheri 
and Faridabad. At these six places the Community Development 
programme will be carried and this matter is under discussion in order 
to pass the Appropriation Bill. ìn this connection, I may submit 
that there will be some contribution from the Government of India 
for implementation of these projects. Some expenditure will be 
shared by this Government while the contribution of the Government 
of U. S. A. will amount to 50 million dollars, Now the question 
arises on what conditions this gigantic financial assistance has been 
given to us by America. The criticism of my hon. Friends would 
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have carried weight if any strings had been attached to this financial 
assistance, Moreover, | would certainly have appreciated the argu- 
ments of my hon, Friend over there if there had been any likelihood 
of outside interference in our economic, political or cultural develop- 
ment. But they are unnecessarily smelling a rat and becoming unduly 
apprehensive of Government’s embarking upon such a scheme. We 
all know that our State is in the grip of financial difficulties and if we 
can bring about development in the field of education and industry with 
foreign aid, we should certainly welcome the plan of Community Pro- 
jects. I would ask the Minister incharge to make an endeavour to get 
the co-operation of the people for implementing and making the scheme 
a success. I am of the opinion that this scheme cannot fructify unless 
there is an active and willing co-operation of the public which is not 
much in evidence at present. Each project in a tehsil will run with 
the help of Government Officers for a period of 3 years and then after- 
wards everything will have to be done by the people themselves. Now 
there are two non-official institutions, namely, Panchayats and Coeopera- 
tive Societies which can do a lot to make these projects successful. 
Their help and co-operation can be of immense help and can produce 
far reaching results. But it is often observed that these Co-operative 
Societies do not make earnest efforts and are not enthusiastic enough 
to make a vigorous drive in this direction In fact their activities 
remain confined only to paper. The attitude of Panchayats is also 
unfortunately similar to that of the Co-operative Societies. They also 
do not press forward any such programmes energetically. Moreover, 
the corporate life of the Panchayats is also full of dissensions and 
mutual wranglings. Under these circumstances, these institutions 
cannot contribute effectively to the success of these projects unless 
we make efforts to revitalise them. This is precisely what our Prime 
Minister Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru has always maintained and sought 
to achieve. He has always laid emphasis on the fact that we should 
agree to work together within the Commonwealth and promote the 
commor good rather than live in isolation, The success of these pro- 
jects can only be achieved if these institutions unequivocally pledge 
themselves to render all possible help in this direction. If these 
organisations are reluctant to mike their best endeavour or fail to offer 
their willing co operation for the accomplishment of this task, then 
naturally the result would be that the Government’s experiment would 
fail and the enormous sum which is going to be spent on each pro- 
ject will go waste. In this connection it may be stated that the Plan- 
ning Commission had also provided six lakhs of rupees last year but 
the Government did not evince much interest and out of that provi- 
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sion a sum of Rs. 2} lakhs only was spent. It is, therefore, neces- 
sary that Government should appoint the right type of officers who 
should work with a missionary zeal to make this scheme a success. 
This enterprise, if successful, will certainly infuse a new life in the 
Punjab and in case it fails there will be no prospect of getting such an 
aid in the future. It is a pity that some of the hon. Members have 
not appreciated this development scheme but instead have expressed 
their misgivings and apprehensions about it. I would only say that 
they look at everything through jaundiced eyes. 


Shri Rala Ram (Mukerian) (Hindi): Sir, I would like to 
bring to the notice of the hon. Minister incharge one or two things 
in connection with the Food Procurement Scheme which is at present 
under discussion before the House. The administrative machinery 
of the Government for the procurement of foodgrains lacks foresight 
because the poor people have to face great difficulties in this direction. 
It is recognised on all hands that poor people are generally ever ready 
to make all sacrifices for the good of the country. They are forgetful 
of their own self interests and have got great love for their country. 
They will never grudge any suffering if it can result in the good of 
the country. But Government sometimes commits mistakes which 
put these people to great hardships and it is because of this fact 
that they begin to entertain repulsive feelings against the Government, 


Now there are certain obnoxious features of the Foodgrains’ 


Procurement Scheme which are very vexing and irksome for the public 
in general. Through you, Sir, I would like to draw the attention 
of the Government to these features. 1 represent the Mukerian 
Constituency, which is predominently a rice producing area. But there 
are certain parts of this tehsil where the land is unproductive and the 
residents have to go to the can:] irrigated arcas to earn their living 
by working as agricultural labourers. I know of three or four cases 
in which such people were put to unnecessary inconvenience and 
harassment by the Government officials last year when they were carrying 
home a load of foodgrains that they had received in lieu of their 
wayes for having worked in the fields. It is extremely regrettable that in- 


_ stead of permitting them to take home a small quantity of toodgrains for 
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because the procurement policy of the Government is defective and 


lacks in farsightedness and wisdom. 


r 


Then. Sir, the hon. Minister has stated that the agricultural 
labourers are now permitted to carry home on their heads at any one 
time a load up to 1} maunds of foodgrains out of the quantity received 
by them as remuneration for their work on the fields. This is all 
right. But I wonder why the agricultural labourer should not be 
allowed to carry it on his horse, mule or donkey and why this permis- 
sion should be given only if he carries a load on his head. It is quite 
obvious that the Government is out to put the people to unnecessary 


inconvenience 


Now I come to the problem” of controls which is of a vital 
importance tothe people, I feel that any decision by the Govern- 
ment about their discontinuance must. be taken after a very careful 
appraisal of the present situation and the possible consequences 
resulting therefrom. Some hon. Friends seem to be advocating that since 
controls have been abolished in Madras they should be abolished in 
this State as well. I would request the Government not to take any 
hasty decision in this matter or else we may have the same sad 
experience that befell our lot some years back when we had launched 
ona policy of decontrol. I think nobody would like to have that 
experience repeated. The conditions here in this State are not 
necessirily analogous to those obtaining in Madras. Besides, we, 
the Punjabis, have already carned a bad name for imitating 
others blindly. If, in this matter also, we thoughtlessly take any step 
which we may have to retrace later on, I am afraid, it will not 
redound to our credit, Whatever step we have to take in this matter 
must be well thought out and fully considered. But to tone down 
the severity of the controls, the Government must do its level best to make 
the operations of controls as efficient as possible by removing all loopholes 
of which the officials take advantage and indulge in corrupt practices 
and harass the public. Yesterday, the hon. Minister incharge of the 
Department was pleased to remark that maximam possible facilities 


were being given to the people. In my opinion those facilitics are 
insufficient and do not give a full satisfaction to the people. If all-out 
efforts are not made immediately for the removal of the legitimate 
grievances of the people, then the Government will turn its supporters 
into its opponents and would lose their confidence and sympathy, The 
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main objection to the continuance of the controls is that the means, 
procedure and rules adopted to enforce them are not free from 
defects and loopholes and there is always a scope for corruption in 
them. Consequently the people are put to unnecessary trouble and 
botheration. 


In this connection, I cite another instance. There are nine rice 
mills in Mukerian. But the residents of this place are compelled to 
take their paddy for husking purposes to places which are at a distance 
of five to nine miles from there. This action shows that the rules of 
this Department are such as unduly entail hardship and botheration 
to the people. I would, therefore, again urge upon the Government 
that such irksome restrictions should be done away with and all 
reasonable facilities be provided to the people s> that the controls 
may not become obnoxious and bring a bad name to Government. 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punja'i): Sir, first thing that 
I want to know about the Community Projects is this. What are the 


sources from which we are going to get funds for them and under 
what conditions ? 


An hon. Member: From America. 
An hon. Member: No, from Russia. 


>» Sardar Chanan Singh ; Let my friends occupying the Treasury 
Benchcs themselves say whether the funds will be obtained from America 
or Russia. Well, Sir, we are told that these Community Projects 
will turn our Punjab into a paradise. But they forget that this ex- 
periment is already being tried in Uttar Pradesh and 1 would like to 
tell them what their own beloved paper “Harijan” says about its 
working in that State. According to this paper, 90 per cent of the 
funds allotted for these Projects go to meet the salaries of the officials 
appointed to supervise the exccution of the Projects, Tnis means that 
exactly the same thing is going to happen here also. As a matter of 
fact this has already happened in the case of the execution of Capital 
Project at Chandigarh. The whole ‘money is going into the pockets 
of the administrative personnel and officers. The people, for 
whose benefit these projects are intended to be started, are leading a 
life of penury and the Government officers appointed to execute them 
are living like rulers. & 


An hon. Member: Are you living a better life ? 
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Sardar Chanan Singh: That privilege is yours. 


An hon. Member: We enjoy this privilege better than you, 


bii Sardar Chanan Singh : Like Chiang-kai-Shek, you have also 

begun to love American dollars, American Engineers and American 
l _ wheat and so on. You are thus allowing American finances to 
penetrate your country and pave the way for their bases being built here. 
You have seen the fate of Chiang-kai-Shek and you are bound to go that 
way if you fail to pay heed to my timely warning. = 


I may add that offers of help were very much liked by Chiang-Kai- 
— Shek. The machinery manufactured in America was also most welcom- 
ed in China. But I would sound a note of warning to my hon. Friends 
to beware of the results of that American help. It is common 
knowledge that the results were not favourable in China. Now America 


wants to keep a hold on our country also, (Interruptions.) 
Mr. Speaker : Please do not interrupt the hon. Member. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: -Sir can the hon. Members sitting on the 
Treasury Benches say where from the money that is proposed to be spent 
on these community projects is to come ? Well, Sir, what I wanted to 
impress upon the hon. Members was that we should keep this fact before 


us as to how America fared in China, It is a well known fact, Sir, that 


China could not prosper with the help of America. All the American plans 
like the Truman Pian, etc, have same ulterior motives behind them, 
These are not meant simply to make the country prosperous. As a 
matter of fact, their object is to make the foundations of American imperia- 
lism deep and strong I submit that althsugh the rule of the British 
ha; enced yet the imperialisin is still there. So these community pro- 
jects are not intended merely to bring about the betterment of this 


\ 
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country. 
| Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat (Bhiwani) (Hindi): Sir, at the very 
| outset, I would like to thank the Ministry for the necessary steps taken 
. by it with a view to affording relief to the scarcity areas of Hissar. 
But I want to draw its attention to the fact that the taccavi loans granted 
) by the Government are absolutely inadequate. Even the officers deput- 
ed by it for the distribution of these loans hold the same opinion, Now, 
Sir, if you just consider, the price of an ordinary bullock you will find 
that it varies from Rs. 300 to Rs. 400. So when a taccavi loan of Rs. 150 
is given to an individual who has already been adversely atlected by the 
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famine, it does not help him even to purchase a bullock for which it 


has been specifically advanced to him. 


The second point which I wish to bring to the notice of the Govern- 
ment is this. Though Government has done much to alleviate the 
sufferings of people of Hissar during the present famine which was a 
natural calamity, yet there is every likelihood of its being repeated any 
time when the monsoon again fails. It goes without saying that the 
rains generally fail there. I, therefore, request the hon, Ministers 
through you, Sir, that Government should adopt such measures as may 
permanently remove the chances ot recurrence of famine in Hissar. To 
achieve this end, | suggest that some arrangements be made to irrigate 


his area by canal water and where it is not possible, tube wells may be 


_ sunk. Iam constrained to remark that in this Budget no provision has 


been made for ridding the affected area from the spectre of famine for 
all time to come either by digging of a canal or by sinking of tube 


wells. 


Shri Daulat Ram (Kaithal) (Hindi): Sir, the Community Project 
Scheme is one of the biggest schemes of the Government which is now 
being discussed in this House. Th Government has selected such “places 
for the starting of these projects which are economically and educationally 
very backward. I suggest to the Government to include those places in the 
scheme as well which are situated quite out of the way and at far off dis- 
tances in the State. In other words, in selecting places for the execu- 
tion of these schemes, preference should be given to far off rural areas 
over areas near towns. The places already selected for these projects are 


situated near the towns and are comparatively less backward. 


Then, Sir, through you I want to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment particularly to the backward areas of Tehsil Kaithal and Sub-Tehsil 
Ghollasar, The area of Ghollasar is already notorious for burglaries. 


There are no proper roads in these areas. Not only this. Proper 


arrangement for imparting education and for providing medical aid are 
conspicuous by their absence. There is no middle school in this area ale 
though there are some primary schools. References have been made in this 
House, by some hon. Members to the conditions prevailing in the districts 
of Kangra and Hissar but I submit, Sir, that no comparison can be made 
between those districts and these tehsils. The latter is far behind the former 


in the matter of social and economic progress. ‘hese community projects 
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will not be able to serve any useful purpose, if these areas are neglected by 
the Government. Therefore, Sir, I request the hon. Minister to kindly 
include this Sub-Tehsil in the community project scheme so that it may 
also be properly developed. 


Moreover, Sir, this Sub-Tehsil, is suffering from shortage of fodder 
and the people of this area are being confronted with scarcity conditions. 
I would request the Government to adopt necessary measures at the 
earliest possible time so that the threatened calamity may be averted. 


Sardar Partap Singh (Rupar) (Punjabi): Sir, I have gone through 
the Budget, but I feel that the amount earmarked for Education is quite 


insufficient. 


Minister for Finance: Education Department is not under dis- 


cussion today. 


Sardar Partap Singh: My submission is that the Government 
should have liberally made a provision for important departments. Edu- 
Cation is one of such departments. It is argued that the Government has 
not got sufficient funds. I would like to submit that savings can be 
effected in many wavs. For instance, there is no need for the Deputy 
Ministers who, it is alleged are going to be appointed soon by the 
Government. The amount thus saved can be utilized for the dissemin- 


ation of education in the State, 


Minister for Finance : But is Education Department under dis- 


cussion ? 


Sardar Partap Singh : What I mean to submit is that there should 
be no waste of public funds. in the United Punjab of twenty-nine 
districts we had only five Ministers but now in a small State of twelve 
districts we have a team of ei ht Ministers, ïs it not a waste of public 
funds ? I would request the Government to stop this wastage and spend 
money in a better way. With these words, I resume my seat. 


Shri Balwant Rai Tayal (Hissar City) (Hindi): Sir, I wish to say 
something with regard to the funds provided for meeting the scarcity 
conditions prevailing in the district of Hissar. It isa matter for gratifi- 
cation that eversince the formation of the present Ministry, the hon. 
Ministers have been touring the affected area and. doing whatever they 
could by way of providing relief to the suffering people. Now if in spite 


of their best efforts they have not been able to cope with the situation, it 
is because the conditions prevailing there have gone beyond their control. 
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However, I hope that increased efforts will be made to grapple with the 
situation successfully. Then there are certain matters which call for 
greater attention on the part of the Government. For instance, I would ; 
like to point out that the suin of rupees one hundred and fifty which | 
has been sanctioned for taccavi loans for the purchase of oxen is inade- 
quate for the purpose. It should be increased. Another thing to which 
the attention of the Government needs to be drawn concerns the commu- 
nity projects. According to this scheme a unit of three hundred villages 


is to be taken up for development purposes, Is it not possible to expe- 


q 


dite the scheme and to include a larger area in the schemes for develop- . | i 
ment ? In my opinion efforts should be made to make. this scheme a 

success in the shortest possible period of time so that the standard of 
living of the people in rural areas may be improved at an early date. 


With these observations, I resume my seat. 


Shri Bhagat Ram (Haripur) (Hindi): Sir, the Bill now before the 
House contains an item of expenditure on community projects. I wish to 
make a few submissions about it. So far as the question of principle is 
concerned, it has been generally recognised and the Indian Constitution 
itself lays down in unambiguous terms that the development of back- 


ward classes and.areas would receive 1 special consideration at the hands 


| 
of the Government. So far the people in backward areas have been | 
anxiously waiting for the day when the. promises made to them would be | 
fulfilled. They hive been cherishing high hopes about development | 
schemes of this nature, But to their disappointment they find that they 

are being neglected and relegated to the back ground, It is simply | 
surprising that in the scheme for community projects, backward areas = 


like Kangra should have been ignored altogether. Lame excuses like the : 


lack of irrigation facilities have been put forth to justify their none-in- | 
clusion in the scheme. I would strongly urge upon the Government the 
necessity of giving priority to such backward areas in the matter of | 
development They should not be ignored because the Constitution enjoins | 
upon the Government the duty of paying special attention towards | 
them. Chapter IV of the Constitution lays down the directive principles 

of State policy and provides that such classes and areas should receive ` < 
the special attention of the Government. Itis, therefore, the constitu- ' 
tional right of the people of such areas and if it is denied to them it 


would mean going against the spirit of the fundamental laws. of the land. I 
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am surprised to find that when the Ministers sat down to decide this 


mitter they altogether ignored the claims of backward areas, 


Minister for Irrigation: ‘This decision was arrived at before we 


assumed office. 


Shri Bhagat Ram: It may be so, but 1 would request the hon. 
Ministers to pay special attention towards the backward areas in future. 
There are three or four such districts in our State and if they are not 
properly looked after, [am sure, they will begin to think that after all 
the independence which was achieved after so many Sacrifices has not 
brought in its wake any relief to them. I hope the Government will 
give full consideration to the necessity of redressing the grievances of 


the backward areas. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra (Gurdaspur) (Hindi): Sir, on seeing my 
hon, Friends sitting opposite I am reminded of the words of the 
British Prime Minister Disraeli who finding Queen Victoria in the House 


of Commons, remarked, ‘‘ I see a stranger in the House ”. 
Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member should avoid the use of such 


expressions. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I am compelled to say so Lecause 
find here certain gentlemen who, though they call India as their motherl 
land, look to Russi: for inspiration. They are suffering from an Anglo 
American phobia. Whenever they discuss the Community Projects, their 


criticism is directed against American aid in this matter, 


Sardar Chanan Singh: May I know the advantages of this 


scheme ? 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I can only say that the kettle should 
not call the pot black. Those who cannot think independently should 
not ihdulge in criticism of others. Only the other day when I was having 
my breakfast [ asked the servant to tell me whether the milkman had 
mixed water with milk or milk with water. The servant replied, “Kindly 
let me go and ask the milkman and then I will tell you”. Similar is the 
state of mind of my hon, Friends. Whatever they have to say they bring 
the material for it from thousands of miles away. They have nothing 
Original of their own, May I know what business have such people to 
criticise us ? As a matter of fact, it does notlie with them to suggest 
that the American aid, we receive, is detrimental to the interests of this 
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whatever quarter it comes for the purpose of developing our country. Of 
course, it is improper to do so for the purpose of loot and murder and for r 
continuing a policy which goes against the interests of the country. 


Then, Sir, our Prime Minister has declared on many an occasion 
that no strings are attached to the aid which we are getting from foreign 
countries. My hon. Friends over there are in the habit of repeating 


how to make them understand that they are labouring under a mis- 
apprehension. If they offer any consiructive suggestions, we will welcome + 
and support them. If America, for whom some of my hon, Friends have 

no soft corner, offers us some help, they should not put obstacles in the 

way. ‘Those who have the interest of the people at heart should support 

these projects, which are meant for the ben fit of the entire public. 


Minister for Public Works: Sir, I beg to move that the question 
be now put, 


Mr. Speaker: Question is :— 
Thet the question be now put. 


The motion was carried, 


Minister for Finance (Sardar Ujjal Singh) Punjabi: Sir, I have 
not to say much.,......... 


Shri Sri Chand: On a point or order, Sir. Can the hon. Minister : 
speak after the closure has been moved and carried ? It was decided 
that no more speeches would be allowed ? 7 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister has got the right of reply. 


i Minister for Finance : I have not to say much as most of the 
things were discussed yesterday. Some hon. Members referred to com- 
munity projects in the course of their speeches today; and I wish to say 
a few words with regard to this scheme. This question was raised by 
those hon. Members to whom the very name of A'n rica is like a red rag 


the maximum possible progress in the rural sphere and should enthuse 
the villagers with zeal for carrying on the schemes which may lead them 
to prosperity. Itis not intended to achieve this object with the aid of 
officers from outside. The villagers will be trained to do everything 
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for their own uplift. “An experiment of this kind was made at Etawah. I 
do not know on what information my hon, Friends sitting over there based 
their opinions. But it has been stated in the ‘Eastern Economist,’ whose 
views always carry weight, that under this scheme the production at 
Etawah has increased by forty-six per cent during the last three years, 
The scheme of community projects which is going to be worked in the 
Punjab is based on the results of experiment carried out at Etawah. 
These projects are not confined to this State. There will be about fifty 
or sixty centres in the whole of India, In addition to the four projects 
at Batala, Nawanshahr, Jagadhri and Sonepat it has been informally 
agreed that 100 villages around Nilokheri and 200 villages near Faridabad 
will also be developed, The total expenditure for four schemes will be 
about Rs, 260 lakhs. Out of this we have to provide Rs. 1,69,75,000. 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: The hon. Minister has not mentioned 
Tehsil Ballabgarh as one of the arcas to be covered by these projects. 


Minister for Finance: The provision made in the Budget relates 
to four projects only. As I have already stated 100 villages near Nilo- 
kheri in District Karnal and 200 villages of Tehsil Ballabgarh, which are 
around Faridabad, have been informally agreed to be included in the 
development scheme. In this connection I may point out that ata meet- 
ing of the commissioners, our Prime Minister declared that he would 
judge the failure or sucess of the scheme from the amount of enthusiasm 
produced among the vill:gers for carrying on the work, We have under- 
taken this work in that spirit. If we fail to create the necessary zeal in 
the minds of the rural people, we shall not regard ourselves successful 


in this work, About seventy per cent of the total amount will be spent 


on the improvement of irrigation schemes. There cannot be a better and 


more useful work than this. In addition to the supply of improved 
irrigation facilities, roads, hospitals and educational institutions are 
to be provided for the rural people. We have to train teachers for under- 
taking this work. All those things require money. Training centres 
have been started under the Ford Foundation, because proper execution of 
this work requires trained officers who understand the needs and difficulties 
of the people. They will have to create enthusiasm among the rural 
people. I: is obvious that crores of rupees will be spent on this scheme. 
The four main centres and two additional centres are being started as an 


experimental measure. If they prove successful, the scheme will be 


extended to the whole of the State. Some hon. Members asked why these 
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four particular tehsils had been chosen. I wish to inform them that at 
first this experiment was tried at Etawah. We want to try it at these four 
places first. When the necessary awakening among the people has been 
brought about, we will extend the seheme to other parts of the State. 

If we failin the case of these four projects, the question of their extension 
to other places will not arise. I may assure the House that we are not 
favouring any particular area. My hon. Friends ought to feel happy 


that we are going to spend Rs. 169 lakhs on sucha useful work. It is | 


intended to bring about progress in the State. Some of my hon. Friends 
do not like it merely because America’s name is connected with this 
scheme. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is. 


That the Punjab Appropriation (Second Vote on Account) Bill, 1952, be taken 
into consideration at once. 


The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker : Now the House will proceed to consider the Bill 
clause by clause. 


CLAUSE 2. 
Mr. Speaker: Motion maved -- 


That clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 


Chaudhri Maru Singh Malik (Sampla) (Hindi): Sir, by bringing 
this Bill before the House the Government wants to appropriate the sum 
of Rs. 4,37,25,830 the demand in respect of which has already been voted 
by this House. I find that a sum of Rs, 10,17,800 only has been provided 
for relief operations in connection with the Hissar famine. This amount 
is the measure of our Government’s sympathy for the famine sufferers of 
Hissar. Lakhs of cattle head have perished, so many human beings have 
died of starvation but the Government has only now been roused from its 
slumber and all that it is doing is to sanccion this paltry sum of Rs. 10 
lakhs. (Voices: Money has already been spent.) This is a clear, proof of 
Government’s sincerity for the sufferers. Referring to Chaudhri Sri 
Chand, the Minister for Development has remarked that the leader of the 
Zimindara party had not cared to send a single cart-load of hay tor distri- 
bution in the famine-stricken areas of Hissar, I ask him if Chaudhri Sri 
Chand has not done anything to relieve the suffering of famine-affected 
people, what has his Government done in this behalf ? Many months 


idhan Sabha 


by; 


igital Library 


L a 


pn 


© 
> ~ 
-. 
2 
> 
« 
- 
2 
= 
2 
oe 
2 
Original with; 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digityg 
Panj 


THE PUNJAB APPROPRIATION (SECOND VOTE ON ACCOUNT) BILL (3) 31 


before the famine actually overtook Hissar, signs of its coming were not 
lacking but no Government officer posted at Hissar, it appears, cared to 
apprise the Government of the impending danger. Had it been kept 
informed of the deteriorating situation in Hissar, it might have taken 
steps to stave off the famine and thus lakhs of cattle would have been 
saved from destruction and human beings from untold suffering and 
misery. But this was not to be. If the attitude of Government officers 
continues to be like this, there is no knowing if the same fate will not 


sooner or later overtake Rohtak also. 


A few words about community projects and I have finished. In 


regard to accepting financial assistance from America in this matter, the 


Prime Minister of our country has been quoted to the effect that such 
assistance will not bind us to do anything for Americans in return for it 
or in other words no political or other strings are attached to it. This 
assurance is all right but may I ask, if something is given in charity, 
doesn’t the beneficiary at least feel grateful for it ? So if we feel grateful 
to America for their assistance, shall we not tend to toe their line in 
matters relating to major policies out of sheer gratitude for their assis- 
tance. Will not the acceptance of this aid from America create a feeling 


of subservience in our minds ? 
l 


Sardar Shamsher Singh (Ludhiana Sadar) (Punjabi): Sir, there 
cannot be two opinions on the utility and importance of the scheme 
of community projects for this State. Verily, they will help to awaken 
the rural people to the need and possibilities of co-operative effort for 
raising their standard of living. However, Sir, I have to point out with 
regret that the choice of venues of these projects is not a happy one. 
Instead of earmarking some central places for development, areas nearer 
the border have been selected for this purpose.’ I teel that * bet ’ ilaqa 
of Ludhiana District is the most suitable area for starting such projects 
since this is the least developed part of the State lacking in roads, 


schools and hospitals alike. 


‘As regards accepting foreign assistance in this matter, I would not 
mind in the least whether it comes from America or any other country 
provided no strings are attached toit. (Cheers) Weare prepared to 
accept it even from Russia. (Renewed Cheers.) 


Sardar Achhar Singh (Ajnala) (Punjabi): Sir, in his speech 
delivered yesterday the hon. Minister had given vent to two complaints 
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against the opposition parties, firstly that their criticism was not construc- 
tive and secondly that these parties themselves had done nothing practi- 
calto help the famine sufferers, As for himself he preferred to make a 

sentimental appeal only depending upon his knowledge of psychology 
which he acquired along with me asa classemate. He was content with 
saying only this—how I wish I could do this, how I desire I could do 
that. Then he pointed towards his heart going out in sympathy for the 
poor victims. ‘This is all that he had to say. 


Well, Sir, I placed before the Government ten suggestions in which 
I urged that it was of no avail to adopt temporary measures. The 
Government should adopt effective preventive measures to avert the 
recurrence of famine in the Hissar District. My first suggestion was that 
as this district had fallen a victim to famine it should be declared as a 
famine-stricken area. The Government should come forward with all 
its resources to give relief to the distressed and needy. My hon. Friend 
the Minister for Development remarked in his speech that he personally 
visited Hissar District and made enquiries from the people as to whether 
they had received taccavi loans and all of them said on oath in his 
presence that they had received them. In this connection I would submit 
that he can hardly realise that those people with whom he came in con- 
tact would not dare say in his presence that they had not received the 


taccavis. In fact our hon. Ministers usually ascertain these facts on the 
telephone and without diving deep into the facts they are led to 
place full reliance on the reports of the district authorities. I can 
vouchsafe the fact that the officers of the Government took illegal 
gratification from the poor peasants. I have received reports to this 


effect as our party people also work in that area. 


Minister for Development: 1] would ask the hon. Member to _ 
produce any man before me who can say that he did not get taccavi. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, as soon as this Government came into 
power it took one good step : that it set up a Relief Committee in that area, 
But at the same time the Communist Party is also proud of the fact that ' 
it has been sending fodder in the famine affected area. 


Minister for Finance : May I know from the hon. Member as to 


how much fodder was sent to the famine-stricken area ? > 


Mr. Speaker: JI would ask the hon. Minister not to interrupt the 
hon. Member. 
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Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, whenever the Government is asked to 
release ample funds to give relief to the distressed people of Hissar it 
conveniently expresses its helplessness and takes shelter behind the oft- 
quoted plea of inadequacy of finance. But I ask the Government where- 
from this money comes when the number of Ministers is increased from 
7 to 8 or at the time when the appointment of Deputy Ministers will be 
made. I want to tell the Government that if it agrees to reduce the 
number of Ministers from 8 to 3 then I am prepared to forego my compen- 
satory allowance for all times so that the amount thus saved may be 
utilised in giving relief to the distressed people of Hissar, So far as the 
scheme of Community Projects is concerned, 1 may say that the financial 
aid given by the U. S. A. to India on this account has its own implica- 
tions. 

Mr. Speaker: I may tell the hon. Member that the policy of the 


Government of India cannot be discussed here. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, the Ford Foundation must have some 
underlying motive of its own in advancing money to India. 


Mr. Speaker: I would again draw the -attention of the hon. 
Member that it is the Government of India which has taken this finan- 
cial aid from the Ford Found:ition of America and as such the policy of 
the Government of India cannot be discussed on the floor of this House, 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, I am saying so because that money is 
going to be spent in the Punjab, | am afraid that India will be tied to 


the apron strings of U. S. A. I may frankly tell the Government of India 


that America by giving this aid to us is trying to catch the imagination 


of our people and make propaganda for herself here. So this aid of 


U. S. A. should not blind us to these facts. (Cries of Order, order.) 


Mr, Speaker: There is no question of America’s awakening 
(Jagriti) but our own people would be benefited by the proposed develop- 


ment projects. 

Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, by the acceptance of this aid we shall 
be tied down and enslaved to U. S. A. and be at the beck and call of the 
Ford Foundation of America. 

Mr. Speaker: I have already pointed out to the hon. Members that 
the Government of India has foreign relations with U? S, A. Such 
affairs cannot be discussed in this Assembly. I have already given 


sufficient latitude to the hon. Member. 


a 
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Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, I am discussing this as this item of 
expenditure is included in our Budget. I would, therefore, warn the 
Government that keeping in view the example of U.S. A.’s aid to China 


and Chiang in Formosa we should keep ourselves ready to be transported bsg 
to Andaman Islands. . 
Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) (Hindi): Sir, the hon. ` 


Minister for Finance has remarked that the Government could 
not spare ample funds for the people in the famine-stricken area 
because it involved a heavy financial burden on the Governments 
exchequer. This shows that he has conveniently ignored the hardships 
and mounting distress of those people and is not fully alive to the need of 
giving them relief. It is manifestly unjust that the Government should 
consider the appropriateness of sparing funds if there be need for appoint- i 

ing more Ministers and their Deputies but should be stingy in the 
allocation of funds to mitigate the miseries and sufferings of starving j 
people. In fact the exigency of the situation demanded that the 

hon. Minister should have gone to the length of coatributing his 

own salary in sympathy for those people who were being tormented 

by the pangs of hunger and had nothing with them to eat. I even today ' 
ask the hon. Minister to contribute his own salary in this noble cause of 

helping the suffering humanity and in case he accepts my suggestion [I 

may assure him that I am prepared to forego my own compensatory 

allowance for a period of five years and also persuade my Friends sitting 

on the Opposition Benches to do likewise in order to provide relief to the 

destitute and distressed pzople of Hissar. Then, Sir, my hon. Friend 

also knows fully well that there used to be only six Ministers in the 

United Punjab and now after the partition there is need only for 2 

Ministers. There is also an urgent need for cutting down expenditure 

on the top-heavy Administration of the Government and abolishing the = 
posts of Financial Commissioners and Commissioners. ‘The staff of 
Officers of the Government should also be reduced to onestenth of the 
present strength and the money thus saved should be utilised in giving 
relief to our famine-stricken brethren who are dying of starvation, It is 
a pity that my hon. Fri.nd the Finance Minister, who is a monied man, 
feels hesitant to spare funds to alleviate the distress of the suffering 
humanity. But for my part I may assure him that I am prepared to 
leave my profession and do any work which he may entrust to me to “a 
serve the famine-afllicted people. (Voices : seud 200 wagons of fodder in | 
that area) I know that the Government will not pay any heed to my 

suggestions and would prefer to spare funds tor the appointment of 
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Deputies to the hon. Ministers, I vividly recollect that once Mahatma 
Gandhi said in the pre-independence days that if the Congress accepted 
office, its Ministers would draw Rs, 500 per mensem as their salary. But 
now the followers of Mahatma Gandhi have changed their outlook and 
want to rule with great pomp and show. They want luxurious cars at 


Government expense for their rides. 


Mr. Speaker: It would be better if the hon. Member avoids mak- 


ing any irrelevant remarks in future. 


Shri Dev Datt Puri (Jagadhri) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, I feel that 
instead of raising objections to the spending of this amount, the hon. 
Members on my right should have appreciated that this money was 
going to be utilised on sinking wells, etc., for the supply of water to 
arid areas, and as such, the atmosphere in this House should have been 
cool. But unfortunately the promised supply of water did not produce 
the cooling effect. (Laughter) Well, Sir, I would request my brethren 
on the opposite benches, that if it lies in their power, let them arrange 
money for us from Russia. America is advancing us money without any 
condition and if Russia is also willing to give us money unconditionally, 


we are prepared to take advantage of that offer. 


Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon, Members not to discuss this 


point. 


Shri Dev Datt Puri: Very well, Sir. I bow to your ruling. Then, 
Sir, another thing of which my hon, Friends made a mention was that they 
would like to have three Ministers in place of eight. I think, Sir, that it 
will suit them more if there is only one dictator in place of all the 


Ministers. 


Mr. Speaker: ‘Talking irrelevant things is also an infection. 
When one Member starts indulging in irrele ant talks others get the cue 
from him. May I ask the hon. Members to leave aside America and 


Russia and confine themselves to Punjab only ? 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Ambala City) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 
during today’s debate, a reference had been made to the execution 
of community projects schemes. I-am one of those fortunate people 
in whose district one of these projects is being started. Sir, when the 


decision for starting these projects in Jagadhri Tehsil was arrived at, 
I felt at first a little surprised that this project was going to be started 
in this ilaqa the people of which were comparatively not so back- 
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ward, But, after meeting and discussing this point with my Friend and 


hon. Member from Jagadhri who knew about the community projects 
: „and with whose efforts those projects were being started in Jagadhri 
| Tehsil, I was satisfied that the Jagadhri ‘Tehsil was a suitable place for - 
: the execution of this scheme. There were special reasons underlying. 
It is already a canal irrigated area and the electric supply is also avail- 
able there and after the implementation of this scheme this ilaqa will ` 
become the pride of the State. The people of other districts will envy 
and try to emulate our example. They will themselves make earnest 
endeavour to work out the schemes themselves (Interruptions). : pean 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the hon, Member to proceed on and < 
not to pay any attention to the interruptions from Opposition, The hon. 
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Members are wasting his time, 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: Sir, my hon. Friends of the Com- 
munist Party and the hon. Members of the Opposition are in the habit 
of doing ill turn to others and are always anxious to let them down. They 
have not learnt to do something beneficial for others. Well, Sir, I was 
submitting that surely these community projects will prove to be a 
= perennial source of benefit to the people of the State and ours will be an 
ideal State. But, Sir, I may also impress upon the Ministers, through you, 
the necessity of keeping vigilance over the working of officers and of 
not allowing them to indulge in mal-practices as they did in the past. 
(Interruptions from Communists.) Sir, permit me to recite a couplet in 


this connection (noise.) 


Au frat Be fe oH TH TET BAT | | 
ha frag fu fa Ge 38 out a331 | P 


Sir, the interruptions from my Communist Friends remind me of 


a couplet which aptly applies to them. The couplet is : 


WITH Al adag ACL GA ALTAT SRA | 
IAT UUA Be, at Tes AATA FX | 


HHA HI AJAZI 403 AA AIAI WAZ | 
SMH! Hate yae, MATIE SHA RIT | 
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What I mean to say, Sir, is that the Communists were with us 
when we started propaganda against helping the British Government 
in the II World War. But, no sooner did Russia join the Allies against 
Germany than they began to say that it was people’s war. The treat- 
ment of our beloved is alike towards all. He takes wine with us and 


says prayers with the ascetic. 


An hon Member: The hon. Member indulges in drinks also ? 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: Yes. I am always tipsy with the wine 
of Divine Love. Then, Sir, taunting remarks are being made from the 
opposite side that our people will fall under the thraldom of the foreig= 
ners. I may tell the hon. Members on the opposite side that we, the 
Punjabis, have been ceaselessly fighting the struggle of Independence 
and never will we tolerate to be influenced by any thing, be it foreign 


money or any thing else. We will not lose our hard won independence 


at any cost. The people who pass such remarks have themselves not 


got a clear conscience. They are themselves slaves and would wish 


us to be so 


Shri Gorakh Nath (Narot Jaimal Singh) (Hindi): Sir, a doubt has 
arisen in my mind like the hon. Members opposite. There is very little 
literature and maps available about these projects. What I have been 
able to gather is that instructors will be imported from America and 
they will train our workers and volunteers for carrying out these projects, 


(Interruptions.) 


Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member to proceed with his 
speech undisturbed. 


Shri Gorakh Nath: Well, Sir, I was going to submit that so far as 
my information goes, it is clear that the work of these projects would be 
carried out under the direct supervision of American Instructors, Three 
hundred villages have been included in each project and according to 
the estimated costs of these projects Rs. 214 thousands come to the share 
of each village. Out of this amount, Rs. 13 thousands would be utilised 
on the project work while the rest will be spent, or if I may say so, 
wasted on the salaries of those instructors and other staff and contin- 


gency expenses of their department. Under these circumstances, Sir, 
I have serious apprehensions that possibly the best use of the money 
allotted for these projects, may not be made and proper training may not 
be imparted to the people of those villages, I, therefore, request the 
hon, Ministers to be vigilant regarding the use of these funds, By 
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| [ Shri Gorakh Nath ] 
criticising these projects, Sir, I do not mean to support the Opposition. 
| I have only given a frank expression to my views. 


It is not my intention to express myself on this subject in the same 
strain as the hon. Members from the Opposition Benches want to do. It Pm 
is my sincere desire that people may be able to find work and unemploy- 
| ment may go, Besides, I desire that industry may make a rapid progress 
| | in the State. ` 


Shri Ram Kishan (Jullundur City, North-West) (Hindi): Sir, 
it is necessary that India shonld exert for its prosperity after it has 


attained its political freedom. So, today, in our State, the community ad 


projects are going to be worked out under the Directive Principles of State. 
policy as laid down in the Indian Constitution. According to these 
directions, out of the 26 States of India, our State has been selected for 
the starting of five community projects. These projects are meant for | 


the development of rural areas. 


Sir, no country in the world has ever developed its resources without 

es ° e L \ e . e 
getting aid from an industrially advanced country. This aid can be in 
the form of technicians, machinery or financial assistance. So those 


countries which did not feel the necessity of obtaining financial help from 
other countries, got technical aid. They took the help of foreign 


technicians for the development of their industry. My friends, who 
have criticised our Government for obtaining this aid from America, 
perhaps conveniently forget that for the development of China, Mao 
Tse Tung had to approach Stalin fer the grant of technical aid. 
(Interruption.) 


Mr. Speaker: It is not fair to interrupt when an hon. Member is - 
speaking but, unfortunately, he is also irrelevant like others who have Soo 
preceded him. Will the hon. Member discuss only the matter before 
the House ? Stalin and Truman do not come in the politics of the 
Punjab. 


Shri Ram Kishan: Sir, I was only telling my hon, Friends who 
have criticised the policy of the Government of India for obtaining aid 


| from America for the development of the resources of our country, that P 
other countries, too, had to secure foreign aid for the developinent of ; 
their countries, Even China had to depend upon the aid of Russia. 


Mr. Speaker: Is the hon. Member determined not to be relevant ? 
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Shri Ram Kishan: Sir, I want to tell the hon. Members that 
under the Ford Foundation, Community Project Training Centres are to be 
opened at five places in our State. Under these schemes during the 
last three years, experiments were first made in Uttar Pradesh at 


Etawah, The House will be pleased to note that these experiments have 


been very successful there. By the help of American technicians and 


machinery, the production from the lands there has very much improved. 
The land which three years ago produced only 10 maunds of wheat per 


acre, now produces 300 per cent more. Now from these lands, wheat, 


other food grains, sugar-cane and potatoes etc., are being produced with 
much better results. 

Sir, as a matter of fact there the work is being carried out by Co- 
operative Societies, A Co-opeative Society which was started in the year 1949 
with a capital of rupees thirty five thousand, has now rupees two lakhs and 
fifty thousand to its credit. I would, therefore, impress upon the hon. Mem“ 
bers the fact that unless undivided attention is paid to the work of com- 
munity projects it cannot make any headway. In fact the task before the 
Government is immense and the whole structure can be errected only if we 
work from bottom upwards with zeal and enthusiasm. For this purpose I 
would like to suggest that a Sewak Sena should be organised in the State. 
Only those persons who volunteer to work in a missionary spirit and for the 
love of their country, should be entrusted with this work. They should pos- 


sess a thorough knowledge of the conditions prevailing in our countryside 
and be imbued with the love for manual work. I am of the opinion that 
only such officers who can mix with the masses can make community 


At this stage I would like to point out that our 


projects a grand success. 
For instance 


Government is not putting its heart and soul into this work. 
many decisions were arrived at in the States Development Conference 


held recently. But I am constrained to remark that so far no steps have 


been taken to put the programme chalked out there into practice. Even the 


selection of village development workers has been delayed. It was 


tentatively decided that a start regarding 
by September but I regret to note that no measures so far have been 
adopted in this direction. I feel that taking of immediate steps by the 


Government in the direction of the fulfilment of our promises is of an 
I would, therefore, like to suggest that a national 
in every village under this scheme. It 


this Scheme would be made 


imperative n'cessity, 
register should be maintained 
should contain information regarding the progress of the project from year 
to year, In this way we would be in a position to apprise the public of the 
measure of progress made in the spheres of production, education, etc. 
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Shri Sri Chand: Ona point of information. Sir, Is there any- 
thing in writing from which details regarding Community Projects can be 
seen ? 


Minister for Public Works: There is a book on it. 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: But it is not available in the 
market. Arrangements should be made for its distribution among the 
Members. 


Minister for Revenue and Development (Sardar Partap Singh Kairon) 
(Punjabi) : Sir, I wanted to listen to some more speeches from the hon. 
Members but since I find that even some of the intelligent Members 
are labouring under certain misconceptions, I have decided to intervene 
at this stage with a view to explaining certain points which they have 
raised about the Community Projects, This scheme is designed to achieve 
the economic, social, educational and cultural progress ef the people. of 
this State, It will raise the standard of living of the masses, As a matter 
of fact it is not an isolated scheme for Punjab only. In fact it is part of 
a bigger scheme intended for the whole of the country. At present 
Batala, Sonepat, Jagadhri, Nawanshchr, Nilokheri and Faridabad have 
been selected as centres for community development. 


An hon. Member : What about Balabhgarh ? 


Minister for Revenue and Development: So far no steps have 
been taken to include Balabhgarh. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saihgal: Is then, the promise of the Finance 
Minister a mere ‘ lara lupa’ ? 


Minister for Finance: I held out no such promise. It was in 
fact an informal understanding. 


Minister for Revenue and Development: Sir, I was saying that 
certain areas have been selected and we shall try to do our utmost to 
develop them. Some of the hon. Members have given suggestions in 
this connection, but there are others who have unnecessarily dragged in 
the name of America in the debate. The matter, in my opinion, concerns 
the Government of Punjab only and to a certain extent the Government 
of India. Of course, certain agreements have been made but the hon. 
Members may rest assured thatno strings are attached to them, Iam 
prepared to show such agreements, if necessary. But take it from me that 
we cannot allow ourselves to come under the political sway of any power, 
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Why talk of America alone ? We are prepared to accept help from what- 
ever quarter it may be forthcoming. But in return we cannot allow any 
political benefits to any helping country. Punjab has nothing to do with 
foreign countries, Our sole object is to develop our State with aid from 
wherever it is available. We have seen that during the last World War 
even America did not hesitate to accept help from countries like Russia 
and vice versa. So when Russia can seek the aid of American people in 
their fight against Fascism why cannot we get help from them in our 
fight against poverty and ignorance ? If any country is prepared to extend 
any help to us for fighting against such evils. I see no harm in accepting 
it. Weare prepared even to accept Russian aid for the development 
of our country. As a matter of fact we are placed in such a position that 
we cannot but accept help from all quarters, whatever they may be. 
We are not enamoured of any ‘isms’, Our sole object is to reconstruct 
the shattered structure of our state. With this object in view, 1 would 
like to submit that those who believe in ‘ isms ’ should talk less and put 
in more solid work. It is only by constructive work that they can achieve 
their ‘isms ’ and not otherwise. Their first concern should be to make 
our country as strong as Russiaor America in every respect. With this 
object in view we are trying to develop our rural life by community 

projects. The loans for this purpose are to be advanced by the Govern- 
ment of India. It does not matter how the Central Government makes 

provision for this money or from where it securesit, Our business is to 

utilize it properly for the good of our State. We have to create conditions 

under which this scheme may make a rapid progress. We have to 

create enthusiasm among the masses for the successful prosecution of this 

project by Co-operative effort, so that they may be able to spend more 

than what they get from the Government by collecting funds ona Co- 

operative basis. Our business is to set the people going on this road and 

the real economic and social progress is to be achieved by them only 

through their own best efforts. 


Then, Sir, some of my Friends complained that high salaried otħcers 
had been appointed for the supervision and execution of these projects. 
I wish to tell them chat only such persons have been appointed who 
understand the needs of the villagers and command respect from them. 
What we have to do, is to create awakening among the public. As I 
have already stated, we have no particular love for America, nor do we 
dislike anything done in Russia. We want our country to prosper and 


we cannot afford to align with one block or the other. Our people do 
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not get sufficient food and clothing and they have no houses to live in, 
These are our needs and if America or any other country comcs to our 
aid, we shall welcome it. We have not requested any country for such 
help, nor are we prepared to accept it at the cost of our national interests, 
Our aim is to develop the country so as to make it prosperous. America 
thinks that we are with Russia and the latter thinks that we are with the 
former. Weare friends əf both. Our Prim: Minister, who made so 
much sacrifice for liberating the country from foreign rule, cannot be 
expected to sil our interests for a few crores of rupees, Some of 
my hon. Friends sitting opposite made many mis-statements, but I was 
pained to hear one of the hon. Members sitting on this side of the House 


‘saying such things. We have to spread education, improve agriculture, 


bore tube-wells, build roads and arrange for proper breeding of cattle. 
These community centres are meant for bringing about an all round 
progress in the country. Obviously suitable men are required to run 
these centres. It is my responsibility to engage suitable officers and 
I have appointed persons whom I considered eminently fit for the job. 
Let me clearly state the whole position. These officers are experts in 
agriculture and co-operative work and have a reputation for honesty and 
efficiency. I know the type of officers required for this kind of work 
and I can say emphatically that persons considered most suitable havé 
been appointed. Moreover. these projects involve a huge amount of 
expenditure and only those persons could be made in-charge of this work 
who could be expected to make it a success. It is wrong to say that 
instructors will be imported from America. We have got the necessary 
talent in the Punjab but we lack in facilities so essential for the purpose. 
If we had the facilities we could make sufficient headway in a short 
time. I reiterate that it is not correct to say that we shall be aligning 
ourselves with the country extending necessary aid to us in this direc- 
tion. But if some alternative or a better scheme is suggested to bring 
about the required results, we shall gladly consider it. Survey officers 
have already been appointed for Tehsils Nawanshahr, Sonepat, Jagadhri 
and Batala where these projects are proposed to be started. These 
officers are surveying the roads and irrigation facilities existing in those 
places. In about a month’s time they will be able to prepare the maps. 
When that is done, we propose to indicate in those maps the annual 
progress made under the schemes. Then we shall be in a position to 
decide about the extent of progress which we can make afterwards, 


b Vidhan Sabha 


ized by; 


ooh we eee E 


T 


Original with; 


Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 


Panj a kainasa 


THE PUNJAB APPROPRIATION (SECOND VOTE ON ACCOUNT) BILL (3) 43 


Shrimati Shanno Devi : Why has no tehsil in Amritsar district 
been chosen for this purpose ? 


Minister for Revenue and Development: I am pained to find 
my hon. Sister thinking along these lines. She who suffered innumer- 
able hardships in the cause of the country, should not regard herself as 
belonging to one particular tehsil. The whole of Punjab belongs to her, 
l feel sorry when [ hear the hon. Members say that their tehsils should 
have beem selected for this work. It was after careful thought that 
the selection of these particular tehsils was made for the Community 
Centre Scheme. We wanted to try this experiment at those places first 
where roads, suitable means of irrigation, co-operative societies and other 
facilities were available. If we achieve success in our first experiment, 
it will create enthusiasm among the people and then we will be in a 
position to undertake similar work at other places. There are two or 
three backward districts in the Punjab. ‘They will also receive benefit 
of this scheme, because it is proposed to extend it to the whole of the 
State. Every place will get its turn. After it has been tried at places 
where certain facilities exist, it will be worked in tehsils where some such 
facilities are lacking. Last of all, it will be extended to the most back- 
ward tehsils. Naturally, the experiment had to be tried at those places 
first which held out maximum chances of success. | 


Shri Ranjit Singh: Could it not be tried in some tehsil of 
Rohtak ? 


Minister for Revenue and Development: The hon. Member 
is thinking of Hissar, but he is wise enough not to name it. He is 
purposely enquiring about another district. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: In reality the hon. Minister knows that 


the scheme is not going to succeed. 


Minister for Revenue and Development: The hon. Member is 
giving expression to his own desire. It is he who wants the scheme to 
fail. 

We are not starting them at other ‘places at present, because we 
want to make sure of the success of the scheme at places selected by 


the Government. 


Since community projects are the first of their kind to be star- 
ted in India, we want to gain experience from their working in actual. 
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practice before embarking on the development of other areas of the 
State, We shall most certainly extend them to other parts of the State 
in due course of time. All of us including my friends opposite should 
make every effort to make this experiment a success because it is 
replete with immense possibilities for the development of our State. 
My friend Shri Wadhawa Ram is mistaken in thinking that we are 
betraying our country—we, who have been honoured with the trust 
and the confidence of the people and have been voted to power. It is 
strange logic that those representatives who have been returned to power 
by the people be dubbed as traitors and those who have been rejected at 
the polls are to be considered as true patriots. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: No, patriot is he who accepts American 


money in charity. 
Sardar Gopal Singh: May lask him one question ? 
Mr, Speaker: I will not allow any interruptions. 
Sardar Gopal Singh: The hon. Minister has given way, Sir. 


Mr. Speaker: I have already said that { would not allow any 
interruptions, 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Then, Sir, you are showing partiality. 


Mr. Speaker: You should withdraw these remarks. As you are 
the Leader of the Opposition, you should be careful while making remarks. 
I only wanted that the Minister should continue his speech wuninterrup- 
ted. If you want to say anything, you can speak afterwards. In fact I 
have not allowed anybody to interrupt when speeches are being made 
on the floor of this House. 


Minister for Revenue and Development: I would request my 
hon, Friend the Leader of the Opposition to withdraw his words, 


Sardar Gopal Singh : I want to ask a question, Sir, 
Mr. Speaker : You should withdraw your remarks first. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: I withdraw my remarks but at the same 
time I want to raise a point of Order, Sir. Itisa part of parliamentary 
procedure that if a Minister has given way, the Speaker does not usually 
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interfere but you have been interfering all the time, Sir. You have not 


been fair. 


Mr. Speaker: What is the fun of withdrawing your remarks, 
when you are saying again that [ have not been fair. 1 will not allow 
you to make any aspersion on my conduct. There was no partiality. It 
was only to allow the Minister to continue his speech that I asked you 


not to interrupt. 
Sardar Gopal Singh: He gave way, Sir. 


Mr. Speaker: I do not know about it. I again say that I will not 
allow any interruption, and I would ask you to withdraw your remarks. 


Sardar Gopal Singh : Very well, Sir. In deference to your 


wishes I withdraw my remarks unconditionally. 


Minister for Revenue and Development: I never expected such 
irresponsible remarks from the Leader of the Opposition. Sir, it is very 
good of you that you are discouraging the Members from making interrup- 
tions. So, I thank you, Sir. 


Sardar Saroop Singh: Ona point of Order, Sir, Is this ‘homily’ 
to the Speaker in order ? 


— 


Mr. Speaker: You never objected when the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition cast aspersions on my conduct, but when the Minister has said 
something right, you call ita ‘homily’. 


Sardar Saroop Singh: Two wrongs do not make one right. 


Mr. Speaker : You, being a reasonable man of the Opposition, 
should have supported the right thing, 


Minister for Revenue and Development: Three wrongs will not 


make two rights, Sir. 


I was going to say, Sir, that instead of indulging in criticism tor 
the sake of criticism we should all make a united effort to heal the 
wounds of this bleeding, devastated, ruined State of ours—a victim of the 
sword of partition. 


There is no gainsaying the fact that we have not been able 
to doas much all these years as was desirable and desired yet let 
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us not forget the saying of one of our sages : 
areal ext agar srt Xt arse easy | 
must Jat must ny Ñ ara REE | 4 


We ourselves have to build the future of this State and carve a 
destiny for it, bearing all the time in mind the advice of the great Guru. a 
My friends need not worry because community projects have not been 
started in their tehsils. Time is not far off when every tehsil, nay every 
village of this State will be the venue of such like development projects. 
(Cheers), Let us welcome whatever little monetary assistance we can get 


to rehabilitate the fortunes of this State. (Renewed cheers) 


(At this stage the Speaker called upon Professor Mota Singh to 
deliver his speech.) 


Professor Mots Singh Anandpuri (Adampur): May I request 
the hon. Speaker to permit me to speak from a seat closer to the throne, 


as I am hard of hearing ? 


Mr. Speaker: I am sorry that under the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in the Assembly permission cannot be granted for 3 
that purpose. The hon. Member must speak from his own seat. More- 
over, a deaf man is not precluded from speaking loudly. In fact he 


wants to speak rather than to hear. So deafness cannot be treated as a 
o ec Donap nE Aa h 


imt ` 


valid reason for a change of seat. 


Professor Mota Singh : But I want your help in overcoming my 
diffculty. I seek your advice in this matter. 


Mr. Speaker: Since I am governed by rules, I cannot allow you 
to speak froma seat other than the one allotted to you. Tomorrow 
we shall arrange to have a longer wire attached to the mike and this will s 


facilitate in overcoming the difficulty of my hon, Friend. 


Professor Mota Singh: The rope may be long or short, for me it ) 


` is immaterial (laughter). I know the value and significance of a rope. 


Mr. Speaker: I have given my ruling and if the hon. Member 
is reluctant to make his speech from his own seat, then let him please 
himself. I would ask another hon. Member to speak. 
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Professor Mota Singh: All right, Sir, I will speak from my own 

seat. Mr. Speaker, I am really surprised to hear your remarks about 

i my deafness. I feel as if they were made by you more in the capacity 
of a Doctor than as Speaker of the House. I did not expect such sort of 

things being attributed to me, However, I hope, I would be allowed to 

, make my full contribution to the debate onthe motion now before the 
House. (Voices: It would be better if the learned Professor speaks in 

Hindi or Punjabi.) If that is the wish of the hon. Members, I would 
certainly comply with their command. Sir, I was under the impression 

that after the attainment of independence we would act in conformity 

with the highest and noblest traditions of democracy inside as well as 

outside the legislatures but my experience of the first legislature with 

: which I am connected has not been a very happy one. I would frankly 
admit that I have been rather disillusioned with the manner and tone 

of the debate in this House, which has been, to put it mildly, surcharged 

with irony and sarcasm. Before proceeding further I would appeal to 

the hon. Members to maintain the dignity of the House under all 


circumstances. 


Now, the first item on this Appropriation Bill relates to adminis- 
tration. So long as the tone of administration is not improved, freedom 
will have no ineaning for the common man. It is today in a very degener- 
ated condition and it will require strenuous efforts on the part of us 
all to rid it of corruption and inefficiency. 1f only the Congress succeeds 
in giving the people pure and honest administration, it will never lose 
the confidence and respect of the masses. So we have first to see that 


the money voted for this purpose is properly spent. 


But we generally find that the expenditure on General Adminis- 

~, tration usually exceeds the provision which is made in the Budget. I 

7 am afraid that whatever provision has been made would not be rightly 
spent if the administration continues to function in the same old bureau- 

| ° cratic way and our efforts both in the Assembly and outside it to reform 
| the administration will go waste. I would, therefore, request the Govern- 
ment that it should address itself to this task seriously and after feeling 

, the pulse of the public take remedial measures in this direction. I 
would not like to cake up each department individuaily and make 
criticism against it because I feel that there are many good and honest 
officers in every departinent but 1 cannot help saying that the number 
of those who are corrupt is fairly large. I remember that some time 
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back my hon. Friend Sardar Partap Singh who was then the President 
of the Provincial Congress had remarked that 90 percent of the officers of 
Government were corrupt but I will plainly say that the number of such 
officers is still very large. Ifthe Government really mean to overhaul 
the administration it should constitute Boards which should see 
in which department the staff is surplus and make retrenchment accord- 
ingly. The Government should encourage good and honest officers and 
also increase the pay of low paid employees. 


I now advert to the Education Department. There is no gainsaying 
the fact that the present system of education is very faulty. Macaulay, the 
father of this system introduced it for the mass production of cheap English- 
knowing clerks, Now the position is that the market is already flooded with 
unwanted graduates and the supply is outstripping the demand. The educa- 
ted unemployed young men are feeling disappointed and frustrated by not 
getting any job in any Government department. If this small minority 
of the educated young men cannot be absorbed in the country’s economy, 
my head actually recls to think what the position of unemployment 
would be when hundred per cent of our young men are educated. 
Though the Government has taken steps for the nationalisation of text 
books it has failed to reorientate the system of education. I would, 
therefore, urge upon the Government to raise the standard of education 
in our State so that it is in no way inferior to the standard of the United 
States of America or that of Russia. 


Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member to confine his 
remarks to the subject under discussion. > 


Professor Mota Singh: So far as the question of America’s finan- 
cial aid to India to finance the scheme of Community Projects is concern- 
ed, I may submit that our Prime Minister, Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru 
sometime back explained the position and said that if any country were 
to imagine that we were going to change our policy for a mess of potage, 
then that country was compietely mistaken. He also said that if any 
help from abroad depended upon the slightest variation of his policy he 
would prefer starvation to changing that policy. In this connection I 
would say that if we wish to push forward the development programme 
of Community Projects in our State we should take lesson from Russia. 
There is hardly a country like that where such a superb system of econo- 
mic development exists. When I went to Russia I was simply wonder- 
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struck to see the all-round development which that country had made, 
We should, therefore, follow the example of Russia and America and 


make a vigorous drive to develop the economy of our State. 


Sir, this scheme of Community Projects will prove of immense 
benefit to our State and our Communist brethren should certainly wel- 
come the step taken by our Government. They are ignoring the 
reality and looking upon this project from their own angle of vision. 
According to the preamble of the Indian Constitution equal opportunity is 
to be afforded to all in social, economic and political matters If this 
programme of Community Projects is pushed forward energetically, then 
time is not far off when the world will be amazed at the rapidity and 


enormousness of progress made by ladia. 


Then, Sir, I have to say something about the Hissar famine. TI feel 
that the amount provided in the Budget is inadequate and with this 
amount it is hardly possible to touch even a fringe of the problem cone 
fronting us. I have seen the condition of famine-stricken people of 
Hissar with my own eyes. It was terrible to see starving humanity 
and famished cattle moving about helplessly. If I remember aright, in 
those days the Gevernment issued a press communique that there 
was not a Famine in Hissar but there were only conditions of 
scarcity of fodder. I think by saying so the Government did 
great disservice to the people of Hissar as the relief which 
could otherwise be expected was not forthcoming. (Voices: Shame, 
Shame). {have received a letter from the chairman of the Relief Com- 
mittee saying that the people and cattle are dying in Hissar and that 
taccavi has not been given in the ilaqa of Loharu. It appears that no 
effective measures have been adopted to mitigate the miseries and 
sufferings of the famine stricken people of Hissar. The hon. Ministers 
go on tour in that area only to please Mr. Kapila, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Hissar and return without transacting any useful work there. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: Mr. Kapila is indeed a *‘ Kapila cow ”, 


Mr, Speaker: I would ask the hon. Lady Member not to make 
any insinuation against any officer of the Government. 


Professor Mota Singh: Then, Sir, I would request the Govern- 
ment to direct its attention towards the agricultural development of our 
State. About 90 per cent of the people in India live in villages. It 
should be the primary duty of the Government to improve life in vilages 
and better the economic condition of the people as a whole. We can 
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not think of agricultural development in villages unless we link them 
with roads, There are no veterinary hospitals in villages and the result 
is that cattle die in large numbers. Besides this, there is need for open- 
ing factories for manufacturing fertilisers for the development of agricul- 


ture, 


Dewan Jagdish Chandra: Sir, 1 move that the question be now 
put, | 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That question be now put. 


The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: Now I would put the clauses to the vote of the 
House. Question is —- 


That clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 


The motion was carried. 
[ CLAUSE 3 ] 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
The clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 


The motion was carried. 


[ SCHEDULE ] 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Schedule stand part of the Bill. 


The mation was carried. 
[ Clause t ] 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 


The motion was carried. 


[ TITLE ] 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That the Title be the Title of the Bill. 


The motion was carried. 


Minister for Finance (Sardar Ujjal Singh): Sir, I beg to move 
that the Punjab Appropriation (Second Vote on Account) Bill, 1952, be 
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passed. Sir, I have no mind to make a long speech. I have only to 
make one or two observations to rebut one or two things wrongly stated 
by my hon. Friend Professor Mota Singh. Iam surprised, to hear from 
him, rather it is a news to me, that certain people have died of starva- 
tion in Hissar. It has pained me to find the learned Professor making 
such statements on the floor of the House without first verifying them. 


Professor Mota Singh: I have received a letter stating these 
happenings. | 

Minister for Finance: If there was any such letter the hon. 
Member could easily have shown it to me and enquired about the veracity 
of the facts. Well, Sir, it pained me still further when he remarked that 
the Ministers undertook tours for the fun of it or for simply to have a 
chat with the Deputy Commissioner of the district. I can only say that 
the statement is not correct. You will remember, Sir, only yesterday, 
during the course of my speech, l stated that the Deputy Commissioner 
was not a big officer and did not require a Minister to see him at his place. 
I may tell my hon, Friend that a Minister can contact a Deputy Commis- 
sioner even on the telephone. He should, therefore, know that Ministers 
have no desire to undertake the journey to Hissar for the sake of talking 
with a Deputy Commissioner. The fact is that when Ministers visit 
Hissar, they take the Deputy Commissioner with them and tour the famine- 
stricken area to see things at the spot. They listen to the grievances of 
the people and try to redress them. I may also state, Sir, that when 
Professor Mota Singh went there, the Deputy Commissioner asked him to 
sit in his car and that he would take him to the affected areas to show the 
actual condition of the famine-stricken people. But what. did Professor 
Sahib do ? He refused to accompany the Deputy Commissioner and went 


without him to sce things for himself, 


Professor Mota Singh: I had my own jeep, Sir. 


Minister for Finance: If that was the case then the hon. Member 
could ask the Deputy Commissioner to accompany him in his jeep and 
take him round the fanine-stricken area, But God knows which areas the 
Professor visited | Whether he cared to meet the affected people, or 
see the Concentration Camps or the distribution of ‘‘chara’’ (fodder) to 
cattle is not known. On the other hand he started making allegations 
against the Deputy Commissioner who is not present here and cannot 
defend himself. i make bold to say, Sir, that the zeal and devotion with 
which that Deputy Commissioner is performing his duties at this hour of 
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need are unsurpassed, He is making ceaseless efforts to serve the suffering 


humanity at this time of their dire need. 


Sardar Wazir Singh: Professor Sahib has not said anything 
against the Deputy Commiseioner, On the other hand he has expressed f 


his opinion about the Ministers. 


at 


Minister for Finance : Iam sorry the hon. Member is unneces- 
| sarily wasting his breath. I perfectly remember that he did make allega- 
tions against the Deputy Commissioner. It does not behove him to make 
derozatory remarks against an officer who is making all out efforts to i 


serve the people in agony. We are well aware of this fact and i 


the people at the spotalso know it. I muy tell the House that the 
officers themselves distributed taccivi amongst the people. Previously, i 
taccavi was distributed at Tehsil Headquarters. But, now I have received a 
letter from Sardar Kartır Singh to the effect that the Tehsildar goes 
from one village to the other in order to distribute taccavi. The Deputy 

Commissioner supervises the work and the conduct of all the officers. I 

| would ask my hon, Friends to enc »urage those officers who are working 


properly and honestly. But what do I find here ? Even honest workers 


| are being decried. 
Professor Mota Singh: Ona point of personal explanation, Sir, I 
said nothing against the Deputy Commissioner. | 


Mr. Speaker: My ears must have been deceiving me when I 
dalled the hon. Member to order and requested him not to make any 
allegation against any officer who could not defend himself on the floor of 


Ry snc 


the House. = 


Shri Ram Chandra Comrade (Nurpur) (Hindi): Sir, I had no 
intention ef taking part in the debate today. But since a reference has $ 
been made to the Hissar famine, I feel called upon to say something in 


this connection. 4 


I have been to Hissar twice and I consider it my duty to state 
facts on the floor of the House to remove any misunderstandings that 
may have arisen in the minds of the hon. Members. I have full sympathy 
for the distressed people and have made thorough enquiries from them - 
about the treatment of officers and the amount of help given to them j 
by the Government. I have arrived at the conclusion that people are . 
entirely satisfied with the work that Government has done there. 
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Sir, it was my first chance, to see with my own eyes, the treatment 
meted out to the public by the hon. Ministers, while on tour. I met 
people in the villages of Hissa-, who told me that the Minister’s visits 
hid done a lot of good to them because they heard their grievances and 
ordered their redress on the spot. They had fuil sympathy with the 
people suffering from the famine conditions. They gave a patient hear- 
ing to every individual who came to see them, Further, Sir, 1 had also 
noticed that loans for fodder, seeds and foodgrains were being distribute | 
by the Government officials without giving any cause for complaint to 
the people. Nota single case came to my notice wherein any official 
had made any attempt to extract money out of the pockets of the distressed 
people. I gat this fact verified from at least 50 persons, Well, Sir, 
rupees 43 lakhs have already been‘ distributed as taccavi loans and a 
sum of rupees 5 lakhs more has been placed at the disposal of the Deputy 
Commissioner of that district for this purpose. The House will be 
gratified to learn that not even a single person has died of hunger 
resulting from famine conditions prevailing there. Of course, cattle 
numbering about 30 thousands have died due to the sacarcity of fodder. 
But this cattle mortality occurred before the present Ministry assumed 
office. So far as this Ministry is concerned, it has tried to ease the situ- 
ations to the best of its ability. (luterruptions,) Sir, my hon. Friends 
from Communist Party have no business to make interruptions. They 


are simply behaving like Russian agents, It is no wonder ‘that they are 


paid by Russia to make noise here. 


Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi): Sir, I am pained to see 
that instead of doing some solid work, attacks and counter attacks are 
being made by the hon. Members sitting on both sides of this august 
House. All the parties had fought the election on the manifesto that 
they would render real service to the public. I feel that by opposing 
each other for the sake of opposition and making speeches on frivolous 
matters, we are not doing any service to the people, What opinion 
will the people at large form about us? I would request all the hon, 


Members not to make personal attacks against each other. 


Mr. Speaker: Has the hon. Member satisfied himself that there 
had been no personal attack on any hon. Member from his party ? 


Sardar Wazir Singh: Sir, I assure the hon, Ministers on behalf 
of the opposition that outside this House, we shall always help the 
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Government in doing constructive work. In fact for all types of construc- 
tive work, the services of our party shall always be at the disposal of the 
Government. The Congress Party in the last Assembly, used to say 
that real service to the public cannot be rendered by tall talk but it can 


be done by doing solid work. But now we see that it has failed to follow 
that ideal. 


Then, Sir, we have to see, how funds can be made available 
for carrying out constructive programme, We find today, that the 
administration is very expensive. ‘The number of Secretaries, Addi- 
tional Secretaries and Deputy Secretaries‘and so many others is very 


large. In joint Punjab there used to be only 5 Ministers but now we 


have 7 Ministers in the divided Punjab with 13 districts only, and the 
8th Minister is shortly going to be sworn in. Some Deputy Ministers 
may also be appointed. The thing which pains us most is that the necessity 
of this expansion has been felt simply to please certain Members of the 
party. Otherwise the work does not justify the appointments, It is our 
sincere desire that the expenses on administration be brought down and 
the number of Ministers reduced. Only those hon, Members, who are 
considered fit for the work should be taken as Ministers, The party in 
power has already a strength of one hundred and it should have no 
ground of fear of its Ministry falling. Sir, I assure the hon. Chief 
Minister that in case certain hon. Members of his party try to over-throw 
his Ministry simply for the reason that their personal interests are not 
satisfied, then all the 26 Members of the Opposition shall support him and 
save his Ministry. | 


Mr. Speaker: ‘This is irrelavent, please. Question is— 


That the Punjab Appropriation (Second Vote on Account) 
Bill 1952 be passed. 


The motton was carried. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p. m. on Wednesday, the 18th 
June 1952. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Wednesday, 18th June 1952. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla-4, at 2 p. m, of 
the Clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satya Pal) in the Chair. 


QUESTION HOUR. 


Mr. Speaker: Some Members both from the Government and the 
Opposition Benches have approached me with the request that the 
question hour may be dispensed with today andthe general discussion 
on the Budget may be taken in hand so that they may have more time to 
make speeches and discuss the Budget thoroughly. I want to have your 
views, though I am fully empowered to dispense with it myself. 


Further, I want to point out to the hon. Members that yesterday 
certain unpleasant things had occurred. One of them was that when an 
hon. Member was speaking, another hon. Member stood up to interrupt 
him and [I disallowed it. To examine it whether it was according to the 
Parliamentary practice or not, I quote a ruling of the Parliament which 
is :— 

When this happens, the Speaker warns the Members who interrupt 
the speech. The duty of maintaining a Parliamentary standard 
of behaviour is incumbent upon Members in the House and the 
jurisdiction of the Speaker to punish offences extends fully. 


Yesterday, Sardar Gopal Singh wanted to ask something on a point 
of information from the Development Minister who was then speaking and 
Sardar Partap Singh had given way. But I had not allowed Sardar Gopal 
Singh to ask anything on that occasion, It is necessary that it must come 
to my notice that an hon. Member has given way while speaking in order 
to allow another hon. Member to speak. For doing so, my attention must- 
be drawn. Now, that thing is over. He has withdrawn the words used by 
him. I was never partial. It was not fair on his part to use those words. 
I do not like that there should be interruptions when an hon. Member is 
speaking. iknow from my personal experience that when a person is 
delivering a speech and he is interrupted, all his concentrated ideas gets 
disturbed. 2 l ~ 


Now I request the hon, Minister for Revenue and Development to 


move the motion. 


7 | 
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Minister for Local Self Government: It is requested, Sir, that 
| if an hon, Member willingly gives way to another Member while speaking, | 
| then the other Member may be allowed to raise any point. 


Mr. Speaker : At least I must know about it, 


—— ee eee 


PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE. = 
Minister for Development (Sardar Partap Singh Kairon): Sir, ; 
with your permission, I beg to lay on the Table of the House — ; ie ” 


the Punjab Prevention of Ejectment (Temporary Powers) Ordinance, 1952 
promulgated since the prorogation of the last Session of the Assembly as a 
required by clause (2) (a) of Article 213 of the Constitution. 


CEEA a 
SUSPENSION OF RULE 23. 


Minister for Development (Sardar Partap Singh Kairon): Sir, 

with your permission, I move— . 
| ‘that Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 
| Punjab Legislative Assembly be suspended and Government business be | 


transacted on Thursday, the 19th June, 1952. 
| Neither l nor my Government like that the time reserved for the | 
| non-official business be used for official business. But this is a lengthy | 
| Session. We shall be able to have sufficient time for non-official business. 
We have now to discuss the Budget which has greater importance and 
should be taken up immediately. I am sorry that even one day meant 


for non-official business is being taken away. I hope the House will 
agree to it willingly so that more time is available for the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget. We shall, however, make availatle some other 


occasion for non-official business, 


| Mr. Speaker: ‘The motion moved — 
that Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 


| Punjab Legislative Assembly be Suspended _and Gevernment business be - 
transacted on Thursday the 19th June, 1952. ` 
| Sardar Achhar Singh: Sir, I oppose this motion, There is only n 
one day in a week for the transaction of private members business which Lo. 
is utterly in sufficient Now, that is also being demanded by the Govern- po 
ty 


ment for official business, Therefore, I oppose the motion very strongly. 


Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi): Sir, In view of the 
assurance given by the hon. Minister for Revenue and Development, 1 


support the motion and do not oppose it. I hope the Government will 
compensate the Opposition by giving some time for non-official business 
afterwards, 
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Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
that Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly be suspended and Government business be 
ad transacted on Thursday, the 19th June, 1952. 
The motion was carried. 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 


i Mr. Speaker : Now the House will proceed to the General dis- 
cussion of the Budget. I want that as many of the hon. Members as 
` possible may take part in the discussion, On the other side, it is the 
desire of the hon. Members to get as much time for their speeches as 
possible. So we will have to find out a via media and limit the time of 


a speech. Mhay I invite suggestions in this connection ? 


Minister for Finance: I think half an hour for the first speaker 
and twenty minutes for the others will do. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, it has been a convention of this House 
that on the first day the Members are allowed to take an hour or so 
each. Then on the second day the time limit is imposed. I hope this 


convention will be followed. 


Minister for Development: Sir, the convention in this House has 
been that the first Speaker who opens the debate—generally it is opened 
by the Leader of the Opposition—and he is given 30 minutes. "After that, 
I suggest, if you kindly agree with me, and I hope the House will also 
agree, we should give 20 minutes each to other Members and that con- 
vention should continue till the discussion on the Budget is over. 


Mr. Speaker: Well, I appreciate the suggestion put forward by 
the Development Minister. I will first allow 30 to 40 minutes to the 
Leader of the Opposition and I hope he will not tire himself. The rèst — 
of the Members will be given 20 minutes each. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh (Ludhiana Sadr) (Punjabi): Sir, I am 
sorry that it is not possible for me to congratulate the hon. Finance 
Minisier for the bureaucratic Budget which he has presented to the 
House for the year 1952-53 (interruption). ìn this Budget there is no- 

thing which can be of benefit to the common man, The poor classes of 

~ people have been ignored altogether. ftis essentially a rich man’s Budget. 
The profiteers and the capitalists are encouraged whereas the poor people 
are discouraged. If we look at the various items of expenditure in the 
Budget we come to the conclusion that it appears to be the Budget ofa 
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police State, Expenditure on police has increased and it cannot be justi- 


fied in any way. Such an expenditure was understandable during the 
British regime because a foreign Ruler cannot ordinarily do without a 
great deal of police. But now our own Government should spend more 
on beneficent departments than on police etc. If we look to other States 
of India we will find that Punjab is spending comparatively more on 
police and our Government takes pride in doing so. C.I.A.is a part 
of our Police Department and the people know what atrocities are com- 
mitted by it on the poor people. We need hardly add that the Nazi 
atrocities perpetrated in Balson and other Nazi concentration camps pale 
into insignificance before them. I congratulate our Government for this 


international superiority gained by their police. 


Another thing which I should mention here is the manner in which 
procurement is carried on by the officials. The Minister of Civil 
Supplies has produced a certificate from the Government of Bombay 


praising their policy with regard to procurement. 


a 


Minister for Local Self-Government: We havé produced no such 


certificate, It is wrong. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: What I mean to say is that he referred 


to the werds of praise which the Government had from certain speakers 
at a conference held in Bombay. Asa matter of fact how can people at 
a distance of hundreds of miles know of conditions prevailing here. We 
know what is happening in the villages and how procurement is done. 
We have been told that this year the procurement is larger because there 
is a bumper crop in the State. Iam a farmer andas such I can state 
that this year the yield of wheat is less than it was in the last year. So 
the question arises as to why there is increased procurement if there is 
no increased production ? The answer is that in the last seuson the 
farmers due to slump lost heavily in sugar-cane and other crops. They 
had to take loans to meet their expenses. ‘So now they are bringing 
wheat to the market in order to pay off the loans they took. They have 
been forced by circumstances to do so, with the resule that they will have 


no wheat left for themselves and their families. They will have to eat 
maize, etc. The condition of the poor peasants is extremely pitiable and 
worse than that of prisoners. They produce foodgrains for others but 
they themselves are unable to use it freely. The attitude of the Govein- 


ment towards them is such that even for the work of consolidation of 
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holdings it asks the farmers to pay fees. Large amounts by way of revenue 
are charged from the villagers but in return very few facilities are provid- 
ed, They have been driven from pillar to post. Most of the taxes fall 
upon such people but the benefits are enjoyed by others. 


The expenditure on General Administration is very heavy but the 
heneficent departments are starving. Under these circumstances how can 
the authorities ask people to be happy with them ? They keep them dis- 
gruntled and ask them to be content and not to raise their voice in 
protest, This state of affairs should end and the Government should do 


more for the poor people who arc the real producers of wealth. 


I am unable to understand the necessity of having such a large army 
of officers. The Government should appoint a Commission for finding 
out and suggesting methods of reducing expenditure on the administration 
of the State. The Ayyanger and Daruwala Committees appointed by the 
Central Government did useful work and [ am sure that if responsible and 
experienced persons are appointed as members of the Commission sug- 
gested by me, its suggestions will be very useful, Administration should 
be decentralised and more powers should be transferred to the Village 
panchayats, It is only then that real independence will come into exis- 
tence. Red-trapism still controls the administrative machinery. Whatever 
a Patwari writes is accepted by the Deputy Commissioner and if a Sub- 
Inspector of Police reports that a ce:tain person is undesirable and his 


arms license should be cancelled, the Government takes action on his 


~ 


report without verifying the facts. 


One thing for which we must give credit to the British is that they 
did not tolerate inefficiency in the administration. After independence, 
inefficiency is on the increase in every Government Department, By ask- 
ing question, I tiicd to draw the attention of the hon. Minister for Public 
Works to one particular difficulty of the people of my illaqa. The breaches 
on Sirhind canal have been shown as cuts. This has been done in order 
to avoid putting carth on the Rajoahas. Money sanctioned in the Budget 
for that work is misappropriated by the Engineers. No earth has been put 
on the Rajbahas of Sirhiad canal for the last several years. While reply- 
ing to one of my questions the hon. Minister stated like an I. C. S. Officer 
that it was not the case, I shall request the Government to remove this 
difficulty of the people. | 


Then, Sir, there is acute shortage of trees in our State. Van- 
mahautsava is held twice a year for the purpose of planting trees, During 
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the tree plantation weeks, the Ministers visit different towns in the plains 
and plant trees. Their photographs and speeches are published in the 
newspapers, Van-Mahautsavas have been held during the last three years 
but if one travels from Ludhiana to Ambala he will find no tree along the 
road planted during this period. During the reigns of Chandra Gupta | 
Maurya and Sher Shah Suri, fruit trees were found along all the roads in = 4 
india but very few of the trees planted by our Government during the last 
three years have survived, 


Let me take the case of compost pits now. The révenue officers go i 
to the villages and ask people to dig pits for compost-manure. Then the aie 
officials of the Co-operative Departinent go and enquire from the villagers 
if they have dug manure pits. They are told that fifty pits had been dug, | 
Officers of the Agriculture and Panchayat Departments repeat the same 
question. In this manner, entries regarding the existence of fifty pits are 
made by a number of departments. Thus the fizures are multiplied to 
hundreds, When the Financial Commissioner visited my village, I showed 

i him one of the manure pits dug by the villagers. He cast a casual glance 
at it and said in a patronising tone that we had done well. I remember | 
that Mr, Brayne used to measure the depth of these pits and examine all | 
their details in order to ascertain whether they were fit for making manure. | 
What a difference ? 


Let us take the case of Chandigarh next. The Government proposes i 
to spend fourteen crores of rupees on its construction. A large amount | 
out of this sum will be borrowed from the Government of India. I shall i 
request the Government not to incur debts for this work. We should 
shift the Capital of our State to one of the already developed towns. In 
the Budget Memorandum, the hon. Minister for Finance has given three 
reasons for speeding up the construction of the new Capital. One of 


| te 
: the reasons given by him was that with its headquarters at Simla, the 
| Government was completely cut off from the masses The second reason 

stated by him was thatthe people who had to come to Simla had to j 


incur heavy expenses and trouble. The third reason was that its cons- 
truction would help to rehabilitate a large number of urban refugees 
| One could understand the force of this reasoning, if some central place 
| had been selected for the new Capital. Chandigarh, which is situated at 
the foot of the hills is far away from most of the towns in the Punjab, 

© The refugees who have settled at some other urban places will not like to ~. 9 
shift now to Chandigarh and to be uprooted a second time. If there is any 
trouble on the border of our State, the Government and their officers 
| will run away with their families to the hills and there will be left nobody 


i e 
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to keep the morale of the people high. As a matter of fact, the new 
Capital at Chandigarh is not being built for the poor or middle classes. 
It is being constructed for those rich people who lived in palatial 
bungalows at Lahore. In spite of the fact that they are refus 
gees, they are leading luxurious lives. Our Government has 
a soft corner for these people and it wiil advance them loans to 
build palaces. In the end, these loans will be written off on the plea of 
the loanee’s inability to repay. I shall ask the Government not to incur 
heavy debts for this purpose. When our projects start yielding results 
and we are in a position to spend monev, we can undertake such schemes. 
This is like a man marrying by selling his where withal. If we keep in- 
curring debts for such purposes the poor man will be burdened. 
We have to nation dise transport aad complete huge projects. Large 
sums are required for these tasks and we cannot afford to increase the 
burden of debts. We should spend money on those projects only which 
guarantee sure and immediate return. We have already wasted about 
twenty-nine lakhs of rupees on the ‘Tractor Cultivation Scheme. What 
was the cause of that loss? It is because we have not produced the 
required national character. What happened was that when a tractor 


cultivator went to cultivate a zamindar’s land, the latter offered him a: 


bottle of liquor and got fifteen or twenty acres of land cultivated against 
an entry of five acres in his record, It is due to the lack of national 
character. As machine parts are very expensive, our mechanics remove 
spare parts at the time of overhauling the tractors and sell them in the 
market. Faked and cicap spare paris are introduced in place of the 
genuine parts. Thus they make money at the cost of public funds, 
Similar things will happen in our transport department. In the manner 
in which the nationalized transport is being run, there can be no chance 
of its success. 


~ 


For these reasons, Sir, I would advise the Government not to spend 
money ən such unproductive schemes. May I ask those sitting on the 
Ticasury Benches who are never ‘tired of quoting British democratic 
conventions, to follow such conventions in the matter of road transport 
also. In Britain they have denationalized road transport after experi- 
menting with nationalization for some time, Let this Government take 
a lesson from the Britis. aad give up pursuit and thought of such profit- 
less ventures. Public in this State are being well-served by the private 
operators. They have nothing to complain against the service provided 
by them. Government stands to gain nothing from nationalization of 
transport. Why should it then deprive these thousands of poor refugees 
and others engaged in motor transport industry of their only source of 
livelihood ? Is it nota great sin to snatch bread from the hungry 
mouths ? 


f 
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I now come to the calibre and capacity of our engineers to whom 
the Minister for Public Works gave a merit certificate in the last Session 
of this Assembly by stating that even the U.N O. had appreciated 
their ability and approached this Government to secure the services of a 
member of this talented brotherhood, Now, U. Ñ. O. has its own politics 
and those who control it do not miss an opportunity to show small 
mercies to this country to retain it if possible on their side. If the 
services of an engineer from this State were requisitioned by them, it 
must have been with this end in view. The question of his ability does 
not come in. All that I know about these engineers is that they are 
busy amassing vast amounts of wealth, and are rolling in it. They are 
also living lives of luxury and indolence with their ‘ranis in palatial 
bungalows. I call the wives of the S. D. O’s, Executive Engineers, etc. 
‘ranis’ deliberately because they have in their possession treasures of 
jewellery and because hundreds of beldars wait upon them. Does any- 
body expect these Mughals of atomic age to build afresh this fragmented 
and tattered Punjab ? Idle it is to think that these people whose motto 
appears to be ‘now or never’ and who ne er let a Lill be paid to any Cont- 
ractor without grafting 10 per cent of it will help usin carrying through 
our reconstruction programme. Now let me describe to you, Sir, a few 
of the most remarkable achievements of our able engineers. I would 
request the hon, Minister fur Public Works to visit the new township 
in Khanna where nobody cares to live for fear of being drowned in the 
rainy season in water which collects there. Three cheers for the wise 
engineer who selected this low-lying area for the site of the new town- 
ship where the houses are lying unoccupied despite acute shortage of 
accommodation ? No body cares to occupy them. A bridge built in 
village Gil on Sidhwan Canal in my district is another achievement of the 
ingenuity and skill of these engineers. Its lay-out is such that accidents 
such as up-turning of carts are of frequent occurrence near this spot. 
This is not the solitary instance of its kind. Bridges, distributories, etc, 
built under the supervision of our able engineers generally do not remain 


intact for more than 6 months, ‘Tunnels built at huge expense are washed 
away at the first onslaught of floods. Why? Because these engineers 
pay no heed to the work and their sole concern is to make money by 
illegal means. Some time back I went to the canal ofte of my district 
to attend the meeting of the Canal Advisory Committee. There I heard 
one S. D., O. expressing his surprise to the other at the allocation of a 
huge sum of money for a certain work in connection with Bhakhra 
Dam which was to be excutcd under the supervision of one S&S. D.O. 


b Digital Library 


a 
Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitġ we 
Panj4 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET (4) 9 


only. ‘What a blunder on the part of Government to leave this huge sum 
to be swallowed by one person alone! was his concluding observation 
on the subject. Again, Sir, the alignment of the proposed canals or dis- 
tributaries „affords these engineers an opportunity to extort money from 
zamindars likely to be affected by their construction. This alignment 
is changed four or five times before it is finalized. Reasons for such 
frequent changes are not difficult to find. Send them all to U, N. O. or 
take them to task for their malpractices ; this is what I demand of the 
Government. If they are not mended, our dream of new Punjab will 


never materialize, It will remain a still-born baby. 


Adverting to the Grow More Food Campaign, I am of the opinion 
that this department should be abolished altogether and the money thus 
saved utilized for some other purpose. Our production cannot increase 
so long as electricity continues to be wasted for providing comforts to 
the rich living in towns, to run their electric fans, refrigerators, etc., 
when it is so badly needed by the peisants toiling in the scorching heat 
of June for working tube wells to irrigate their crops. In this food crisis, 
would it not be better to utilize every unit of electric energy for promot- 


ing agriculture and industry ? 


Then I have to say it with regret that after spending a sum of 
Rs. 80 thousand on the scheme of establishing garden colonies the 
Government has given it up after 3 years 4. e. before the trees could 
bear any fruit, in spite of the fact that the refugees interested in it had 
agreed to bear half of the cost. If the Government had continued it 
for 3 years more, we would have had today so many fruit producing 


gardens in our State, 


Then I would like to say a few words in regard to administration 
of justice. The procedure followed in civil courts is so complex, dila- 
tory and expensive that both the parties to a suit are ruined before it is 
finally decided by the court. This procedure was introduced by the British 
with a view to making money from litigation and it is continuing unmodi- 
fied. Itis high time that the procedure in regard to civil cases was 


simplified and made less expensive and nerve-racking. 


Now, Sir, if I open my lips with regard to the abolition of parity in 
the Ministry, you would not allow me to say anything on the ground of 


its savouring of communalism, But I think you should not always insist 
upon this restriction. ‘There are certain matters and this is one of them 
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which are linked up with the good of both the communities and in such 

cases you Should permit Members to have their say. Government has ‘a 
blundered by abolishing parity in the Cabinet at this stage, 


Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member ....... .. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: All right, Sir, I shall not dwell on it. 
You cannot, however, prevent me from referring to the step-motherly 
treatment being meted out to the ruralities. While the people living in l 
urban areas and their. properties are being looked after by the Police day 


and night, what is the condition in villages ? 


Sir, There is a sense of insecurity prevailing in villages and p ople 
for fear of life are migrating to towns because they can get all sorts of 
' amenities there. Now the tendency of every man in villages is to give 
preference to town life Towns afford in a large measure facilities for 
education and medical aid, etc, In every town there are numerous schools 
and colleges ; thire are big libraries. People can get large quotas of fine 
cloth and sugar. But, on the contrary, people cannot get even licences 
for arms to protect themselves in villages. In these circumstances, I 
would urge upon the Government to be liberal in granting licences for 
arms to the people living in ruralareas, The life in villages isa tale of 
woe because people caunot even get medicines, There may be dispen- 
saries but there are very few medicines in stock. The patients who 
visit these dispensaries are given ‘Acqua Pura’, They cannot afford to 
bring doctors from the town when they fall ill and many of them die for 
want of proper treatment Besides, articles of essential requirement are 
not available there. People cannot even carry out repairs to their dila- 
pidated houses due to non-availability of cement. 


The Government have decided to impose a tax on passengers and i 
goods carried by motor vehicles. The Government could otherwise save 
crores of rupees if it were to stop the construction of buildings at Chandi- 
garh. If it really wants to effect economy in Government expenditure, 
it should disband the Civil Supplies and the Publicity Departments. I 
also suggest that capital punishment should be provided for those who 
indulge in black-marketing. The Government can easily abolish the . & 
posts of Financial Commissioners and Commissioners without any detriment 
to efficiency of work, It is also necessary that the heavy expenditure on 
Police be cut down and the strength of Police should be brought to half the 
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present level, Special pays attached to certain posts of officers should be 
reduced as such pays create jealousies among officers. Besides this, the wide 
disparity which at present exists in the salaries of top ranking officers and 
the subordinate staff should be removed, The upper limit of salary to 
high officers should not’ exceed Rs. 500 and in case of subordinate staff 
the minimum salary should be Rs. 100. 


Moreover, it is often observed that transfers of officers are made 
on flimsy complaints which cause great difficulty to the persons concern- 
ed. The Government have to spend about Rs. 400 to Rs. 500 in each 
case for making shifting arrangements from one place to another, So it 
tn would be better that instead of transferring the persons against whom 


there are complaints they should be reprimanded. 


Sardar Rajinder Singh Gyani : (Rupar) (Punjabi): Sir, in this 
very House sometime back I had congratulated His Excellency the 
Governor for delivering an A ldress before us. Now today I have stood 
up to say something on the Budget. 1 have not been able to decide 
whether I should thank the Minister for Finance for presenting the 


Budget before this House or not, 


Sir, before the last general elections we had been telling the 
electorate that we could not do much for the good of the public 
during the last 44 years. We promised that if this time we were 
elected we will certainly take steps to ameliorate the lot of the 
common man. But when I look to the Budget today I find 
that nothing has been done to raise the status of the poor 
people. At the same time there is no denying the fact that enor- 
mous sums are going to be spent to finance the gigantic development 

saa i schemes that would completely revolutionise the economy of our State. 
But the Government has not done all that the masses generally expected 
of it. It has failed to tackle with the problems of masses (Hear, hear.) 
I cannot help saying that much deterioration has set in in the Government’s 
administration. There is great difference between the salary of 
` Financial Commissioner and the salary of Patwari. Whereas the former 
draws Rs. 3,500 per mensem the latter’s salary is only Rs 25 per mensem. 
Similarly, the grade of a clerk in a Government office is 60—4—80, the 
» , teacher’s grade is 50—-5—125 and the poor chaprasi is placed in the grade 
of 20—}—25. These people actually work day and night but draw very 
meagre salaries, In these circumstances, it is idle to talk of any im- 
provement when these poor people are entirely ignored and neglected, 
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It is the biggest fraud of our civilised life that we talk of nation building 

when we see that these poor men are half-fed, dissatisfied and struggling m 
pathetically to keep body and soul together. JI am in full agreement 
with my hon. Friend who preceded me that it is not possible to achieve 
this objective by taking recourse to ordinary methods : this problem can 
only be solved by taking bold steps. Besides this, I may point out 
that there is an urgent need for cutting down expenditure on the top 
heavy administration. It will be seen that the salary of Financial P 
Commissioner is Rs. 3,500 per mensem which must be scaled down to 

Rs. 1,000 per mensem. Do we not see in the present day world that 

the family people of high officers pass their daysin luxurious ease and è 
comfort at some hill station during the summer whereas the poor people 

residing in villages have to sleep during night in the rooms where animals 

are tethered. I must, therefore, say that there is nothing in the Budget 

to raise the lot of the low-paid employees such as patwaris, constables 

and teachers, From the Budget I also find that the high salaries of the 

officers have not been touched. Jt is perhaps because of the fact that 

the officers who are entrusted with the task of the preparation of the 

Budget happen to draw fat salaries themselves. Such people can hardly 
appreciate the difficulties of the poor people. Among these well-to-do 

officers, unfortunately, there is more anxiety for feathering their own nests 

than to promote the interests of their poor brethren. If the preparation 

of the Budget had fallen in the hands of the poor people then the case 

would have been the reverse. They would have thought of making such 

a provision in the Budget as would relieve the distress which our State’s 

poor Classes are facing at the present moment. So with the administra- 

tion manned by such officers who have earned a reputation for graft 

and self-aggrandizement it is futile to expect any good of the State. 

Under their guidance the general masses cannot hope to make any progress. ; 
Besides, the efficiency in the Government departments is at its lowest 
ebb, I would not like to waste the time of the House by giving examples 
from any departments bue anyhow the efficiency has much deteriorated. 
Well, Sir, I am not in full agreement with those friends of mine who 
remark that this Budget does not contain anything beneficial for the 
masses of this State. A provision of an amount to the tune of 
Rs. 22,53,00,000 has been made in the Budget to be spent on Bhakra and 
Nangal scheme, with which, after some years, our Punjab will become 
the hub of industrial activity and these projects will supply water and 
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electric energy to every nook and corner of the State. Our people will 

have square meals and lead a comfortable life. Not only this. States 

of Delhi and Uttar Pradesh will also receive benefit, These far-reaching 
i results will not remain hidden after 2 or 3 years. 


Another thing that I would like to place before you, Sir, is that- 
1 differ with those friends of mine who say that our State does not stand 
in need of a Capital. Some days back I visited Chandigarh in the 
company of Ch. Lahri Singh. I have myself seen the offices that are being 
p = built there and taking in view the time and the money spent over this 
work, I can safely say that the progress is satisfactory. Our Govern- 
ment is making all these efforts for ameliorating the lot of the distressed 
à people of our State. Our new Capital will bea sourċe of inspiration to 
the Capitalists of this State to invest their capital in establishing indus- 
trial and other concerns, who, in the absence of such a place, have gone to 
Delhi and other neighbouring States, It will also be helpful in restoring 
the lost confidence of the people in our Government, and will go a long 
way to help us out of the present difficult situation. Starting of Com- 
munity Projects also aims at improving the social as well as economic 
condition of the people. From this point of view 1 welcome the Budget. 
All these efforts on the part of the Government deserve tribute from the 

people. Well, Sir, the poor masses of our Stite may not be satisfied . 


with this Budget at this stage. The reason being that a great disparity 
exists between the salaries of the subordinate services and the high 


officers, Government should immediately do something substantial to 
improve the lot of lower services and it should not wiit for the comple- 
tion of Bhakra and Nangal Projects or the implementation of excavation 
schemes. Then, Sir, I have been a teacher myself. Their grade of 
pay is only completed after a service of 30 years. By giving them 
aaa an allowance of Rs 5 only upto a salary of Rs. 100 Government has 
ostensibly tried to satisfy them. Here, Sir, Lam reminded of a couplet 


which reads :— 

aga MX Gad À wey Ë faa st | 

St Aw A se Hara « ga fava | 
gus Hd H53 È ugg H fes ar 
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Government had promised to increase the scale of pay of teachers. But 
it pains me to remark that nothing substantial has been done in their 
case, Government being afraid of a small number of Secretaries and 
Commissioners’ protest does not care for the lakhs of masses of this 


State. On the contrary, Government should not care for the luxurious 


lives of t:ese big officers and should leave no stone unturned in improv- 


ing the lot of the poor people. 


Then, Sir, I submit that there are certain provisions in this Budget 
which need not have been made at this stage. For instance, there are 
many transport companies which are being run by private bodies. l am 
of the opinion, Sir, that the management of these transport companies at 
present being run by private organisations is better in many respects, 
But, now the Government are intending to start their own buses at some 
places and thus nationalise this trade. These private bodies have got 
better buses, start them at the right times and also abide by rules and 
regulations. In my opinion, Government have taken a hasty step in 


deciding to nationalise this trade. 


Well, Sir, I am thankful to you for having afforded ae an oppor- 
tunity for placing my views before the House. So far as the execution 
of Bhakra and Nangal and other Community Projects is concerned, I 
offer my hearty felicitations to the Minister for Finance. But, so far 
as the Administration side is concerned, I think, he does not deserve 


my congratulations. 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punjabi): Sir, I do not think 
that any honest Punjabi can congratulate the Punjab Ministry for the 
Budget which it has presented to this House. The public of this State 
finds that this Budget does not honestly intend to satisfy their hunger. 
It looks upon it with suspicion. Sir, [ want to remind the hon. Members 
of the Congress Party, that they have won the recent elections after 
ecuring only 30% of the total votes polled. They have been able to 


win the elections by putting undue influence over the electorates by 
serving them with money and wine. (Some hon. Members: No, no) 


Mr. Speaker: Please do not pass such remaiks. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: I admit, Sir, that by one way or another, 
the Congress has come in a majority in this Legislature but I remind my 
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hon. Friends that they have won the election by raising such ‘slogans 
as :— 


(i) they will lower the abiana rates ; 

(ii) they will stop the construction of the Capital at Chandigarh ; 
(iii) they will abolish the zaildari system ; 

(iv) they will remove corruption from the State Administration ; 


(v) they will abolish the zamindari system. 


Sir, I would request the hon. Members of the Congress Party to 
search their hearts and say whether they have even touched any of 
these problems on the very basis of which they have won the elections 
by raising slogans against the Bhargava Ministry. The other day, 
Sir, I heard some Congress workers saying that they got these slogans 
raised by the children in the lanes of certain towns of Punjab against 
the Ministry of Doctor Bhargava by distributing sweets amongst them. 
They are now following in the foot-steps of Bhargava Ministry, which 
they had condemned during the elections. This Budget is quite similar 
in form and coutent to the old Budgets of the Unionist Ministry and the 
Bhargava Ministry. In it funds are proposed to be spent in the same 


“way as were done in those Budgets. I call this Budget as Police Budget 


Sir, it is strange to note that the Budget of the joint Punjab amounted to 
Rs. 24 crores at the time of partition. The sum of Rs. 8 crores was 
sharcd by the East Punjab but now it has increased from Rs. 8 crores to 
Rs. 17 crores. This income has been raised by imposing new taxes. One 
hundred and twelve per cent new taxes have been imposed. Further, 
it is interesting to note the way in which this income is proposed to 
be spent. Sixteen per cent of the total income is to be spent on Police. 
A new tax is going to be imposed on the passengers cravelling in 
bus services in the State. They shall have to pay one pie per anna 
on the motor fare. Sir, this is another tax on the poor population of 
the State. Rich people will not pay this tax since this tax has not 
been imposed on them: This Budget is only meant for the benefit 
of the rich classes. This is a bureaucratic Budget. The provision 
made for the beneficent departments is comparatively much less than 


that made for the Police. 


Therefore, Sir, l request the hon. Members sitting on the 
Treasury Benches, in the name of patriotism, since they claim to be 
patriots; to rise to the occasion and stop ejectment of tenants, on which 
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slogan they have won the present election. According to the Government 

report eight thousand applications for the ejectment of tenants are pending. 

Tenants are daily murdered by the landlords and the police takes no 

action against them. At the time of election, these hon. Members had e 
promised the electorate that they would stop the illegal ej.ctments as soon 
as they came into power. Further, at ihat time they had said that they 
could not allow the proposed Capital of the State to be constructed at 
Chandigarh, but we find that it is being constructed. They had also 
promised to lower the rates of abiana, which had been raised by the 
Bhargava Ministry, but we are pained to find that the same rates are 
being charged. They had also promised to remove corruption from 
the administration but that is still on the increase. They are also 
thinking of re-introducing the zaildari system. I would, therefore, request 
the hon. Ministers to fulfil the promises made to the electorate by 


« 


them during the elections. 


Then, Sir, there aʻe certain departments which have lost their 
utility to the public. A great saving can be effected by closing them. 
Take the case of the Rehabilitation Department. It is located here at 
Simla. The poor classes of the State are unable to draw any benefit « 
from this department. Only the rich classes, that is, the Jagirdars 
and big landlords who can afford to come to Simla are benefited by it. 
Though the allotment of land has nearly been completed, even then this 
department is there. The people working in this department do not 
wish to finish this work early, since they know that their very existence 
depends upon its continuance, Similarly, Sir, the poor classes of the 
State cannot make use of the High Court which is also situated at Simla. 
They cannot afford to come here to pursue their cases. Congress is not 
fulfilling its promises, which, it had made to the electorate during the i 
efections. [ may warn them, Sir, that as the public of the State 
had finished the Bhargava Ministry, whcn they disliked it, they can also 
finish their regime, which is a copy of that and treading the same path, 


Sir, this is a bureaucratic Budget. The number of Deputy Com- 
missioners has been raised trom 13 to 14. The number of Ministers is 
being raised from 7 to ð and even it might be raised to 9. Provision for 
the salaries of Deputy Ministers is also being made. ‘The strength of 
the Police in the State has been almost doubled. For the construction 
of Bhakra Damn, an American wugineer Mr. Slocum has been put incharge 
of the whole scheme, ‘Though, our country is against dictatorship, yet 
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he has been given the powers of a dictator, He has been engaged on a 
salary of Rs. 25 thousand. Besides this he will charge his T.A. bills 
at very high rate. He has also been empowered to purchase all the 
machinery at his own will. 


Sir, my submission is that these officers remain out of station most 
of the time. They remain in India for four months and then they leave for 
America and remain there for the remaining eight months, Our Government 
has to bear the expenses of their journeys in addition to the huge salaries 
which are paid to them. Twelve cars, thirty five bungalows, cinemas 
and club houses are provided for their comforts. Something like twenty 
five thousand rupees are spent by way of the salary of this Engineer. There 
is another Engineer who is paid fifteen thousand rupees and given other 
facilities. Similar is the case with three other Engineers working at 
Bhakra. May I know why so much burden is placed on the shoulders 
of the poor people of this State? Why has the Government appointed 
such dictators at Bhakhra? They have no sympathy for us. Their 
interest lies only in the money they get from our poor exchequer. They 


are always looking up to America. 


As regards Chandigarh Project I can only say that the amount of 
rupees sixteen crores which our Government proposes to spend there, is 
a waste of public funds. Have not we got enough cities in our State 
where we can lodge our offices? This money can be more gainfully 
employed for some other purpose. People and cattle are starving in 
Hissar but our generous Government has been able to spare for Hissar 
a petty sum of rupees ten lakhs only. Is it nota cruel joke with the 
famished people ? ‘‘Neros are fiddling while Rome is burning.” Our 
Government, instead of remedying the evils of poverty and nakedness of 
the people, is engaged in projects which will make us bankrupt and place 
us at the mercy of capitalist States like America. Our Congress Govern- 
ment which claims to have freed India from British domination is now 
placing this country in the lap of American imperialism. Our Tatas and 
Birlas are following a policy which will bring us ruin and poverty leading 
to American domination of our country, Most of the Congress men have 
risen from the lower stratum of the people. They are not landlords and 
capitalists. I would request them not to be misled by others who are 
enemies of the poor. These soft chairs and cool breezes of Simla should 
not make them unmindful of the misery which engulf the vast majority 


of our people. 
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Now I would like to come to the income of our State, It is 
derived from four main sources, namely; Revenues; Excise; Sales-Tax 
and Abiana, A major portion of this income is, in fact, a burden on the 
weak shoulders of the poor, Inno other country are the poor so heavily 
taxed compared with their sources of income and standards of living as 
the people of this State. In addition to these major taxes there are other 
numerous taxes to which the poor people are subjected. The Dis- 
trict Boards, the Municipal Committees and the Panchayats levy various 
taxes and duties, There are taxes on bearths. There are taxes on births 
at certain places. The burden of most of these taxes is generally borne by 
the poor people. I would request the Government to consider this matter 


and try to lighten this burden. 


As regards expenditure, I should say that it is not properly thought 
out. A major portion is spent on the police and on such other items 
which give no direct relief to the tax payer. A sum of Rs. 2,73,64,400 
is allotted for the police. This is about sixteen per cent of the total 
expenditure. About twenty per cent is taken up by the Governor, the 
Ministers and their staff. The two Commissioners are paid Rs. 72,000 
annually, the fourteen Deputy Commissioners are given Rs. 1,97,690 and 
the Judges are paid Rs, 3,90,00). Similarly the S. Ps., the C. I. D. officers 
and the members of the Public Service Commission are also paid heavily. 
As compared with such high officers the lower staff is given wages with 
which they can hardly make their both ends meet. ‘There are some 
low paid servants of the Governor who are givena salary of not more 
than twenty rupees a month. The patwaris, the jail wardens and the 
police constables and the teachers are given very low salaries. I wish 
our Government and the Minister for Finance had paid a little attention 


to the lot of these people. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi (Rohtak City) (Hindi) : Sir, when the partition 
of the country took place Fast Punjab received fortyfive per cent of 
population, thirty six per cent of territory and thirty two per cent of the 
Revenues of the united Punjab. This part of Punjab had no capital city 
for the State. Most of the canal irrigated area was left in West Punjab. 
So under these circumstances if there were financial difficulties to be 
faced it was not a matter for surprise. But we have to see what attitude 
the Government and the Membeis of this august House should take for 
the solution of the complicated problems which have faced us after 
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partition. We have to see what we could do, what we have done and 
what we ought to do now, The hon. Finance Minister is not a magician. 
He has done whatever he could do under the difficult conditions in 
which ke is placed. What I wish to submit is that the financial crisis 
which we face is unthinkably complicated. No ray of hope is visible. 
Even the Memorandum to the Budget admits that :— 


eo 


In these circumstances to invariably keep expenditure within revenue is 
problematic. Revenue deficits*may well have to be faced in future 
also if the State is to fulfil its obligation to the people. 


So even the Finance Secretary is not prepared to give us a hope 
that in a period of three or four years we will be able to overcome these 
difficulties. At present the state of affairs is not satisfactory in any way. 
The conditions which prevail in hospitals, schools and other institutions 
of the State are in no way encouraging. The living conditions in the 
rural areas are hidden from no one. Under these circumstances we have 
to examine in what way our Government proposes to spend the revenues 
of the State. 


First let me take up the Police Department which, if I may say so, 

is one of the biggest departments. In this connection I may point 
out that if our State excels in one thing, it is in its huge expenditure on 
the police. Even the hon. Finance Minister had to admit this fact in his 
Budget speech. He said that the percentage of this State’s expenditure 
on policé to its total revenues was the largest in India. May I ask 
whether this isa thing to be proud of? I would like to compare the 
enormity of this expenditure with that which used to be incurred in the 
United Punjab on police. I will quote facts and figures to show that the 
provision made in the Budget for police is not commensurate with our 
revenues. Now Sir, the expenditure incurred on police in the United 
Punjab, waich comprised 29 districts, was to the tune of 366 lakhs of 
rupees. But what do we find here? Our Government has provided 

rupees 273 lakhs for police for this truncated Punjab consisting of only 

12 or 13 districts. I am of the opinion that this expenditure should have 


been reduced to fifty per cent in view of the reduced area of our State 
aS a result of partition. As I have already stated the population that 
migrated to this side of the border constituted 45 per cent and the 
revenues received were only 32 per cent. In view ot this state of 
affairs, the only proper way for the Government was. to cut its coat accor- 
ding to its cloth. That is, it should bave provided only that much 
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money for police, which it could easily do without stifling other benefi- 
cient departments. Besides, it is quite obvious that in veiw of the small 
size of our State the Government would have been well advised to reduce 
this provision to rupees 180 lakhs instead of putting it at Rs. 273 lakhs. 
Then, Sir, it has been stated in the Budget Speech that while incurring 
this huge expenditure on police, we are really performing functions which 
arise from international rather than internal causes. I do not seeeye to 
eye with the hon. Finance Minister on this point. We see no signs of 
war on the horizon nor is there any other difficult situation confronting 
the Government making it necessary to make a large provision in the 
Budget for police. (An hon. Member: Large expenditure on the police 
is due to proximity of border.) Iam coming to that point also, 


Now I advert to the P, A. P. This force is chiefly responsible for 
protecting our borders. But the fact to which I wish to draw the attens 
tion of the Government is this. We have District Executixe Police Force 
which is recruited on the basis of 13 districts of our State. Out of a pro- 
vision of Rs. 273 lakhs for the police, an expenditure amounting to Rs. 241 
lakhs is earmarked for this force. It would be interesting to note that in the 

United Punjab of 29 districts, the share of the District Executive Police 
used to be Rs. 291 lakhs. But now in our Punjab cosisting of 13 dis- 
tricts, this force enjoys a lion’s share to the tune of Rs 241 laksh. I concede 
that necessity of incurring such a heavy amount on the District Executive 
Police did exist in 1947 when there was disorder all over the State and 
the maintenance of law and order necessitated the creation of such a 
large force. Now this force is still going strong and the amount ear- 
marked for it every year is also very substantial. My point is that in the 
presence of District Executive Force, which is sufficient to look after 
the law and order in every district, where lies the necessity of having 
this P. A.P? Butif you must have it, as stated by my hon. Friend 
over there, on account of the proximity of the bord:r, may I know whether 
in view of the functions this P. A. P. is performing, namely, the protec- 
tion of the border, any endeavour has been made by the Government to 
impress upon the Central Government to accept the responsibility for 
maintaining this force ? No doubt the Finance Minister has remarked 
in his Budget speech that in spite of their efforts, this position has not 
been accepted by the Centre. Put my point is that just as my hon, 
Friends occupying the Treasury Benches run to Delhi and make every 
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effort to keep their ‘gaddis’ intact, similarly if they had strained every 
nerve and tricd with the same devotion and zeal to bring round the 
Centre to accept the responsibility of guarding the borders, I see no 
reason why they should not have succeeded in this matter. I am of the 
opinion that if Punjab speaks with one voice and acts like one man in 
pressing the Centre to pay for the maintenance of the P. A. P., I am sure 
that we are bound to succeed. It may be stated that in 1948—49, the 
Government of India granted a subsidy of Rs. one crore for this purpose. 
In the year 1950—51 this subsidy was reduced to Rs. 75 lakhs. But since 
1951—52 this subsidy has altogether been withdrawn by the Centre and 
it is a thousand pities that no effort has been made by our Government 
to demand the renewal of this amount from the Centre. That is why 
. our genuine demand has not been conceded by the Government of India. 
Sir, it goes without saying that Punjab is in great distrees because of the 
partition and our exchequer cannot afford to set aside so much money 
for the P, A. P. I know that some of my remarks may not be liked by 
my hon, Friends, but I assure them that my intentions are good and I 
have no mind to tannt them. What I want to drive at is that if the 
whole House, including the opposition, makes a request to the Centre 
to pay for the P. A. P., I hope and trust that it will be very hard for the 


Government of India to resist. So if the Centre agrees to our demand 
then we can effect a saving to the tune of 60 to 70 lakhs of rupees on ~ 


this account alone. 


There is another item of Home Defence Guards for which 
a provision of Rs. 6 lakhs has been made in the Budget. I do not think 
that international position is deteriorating or that the peace of our 
country is going to be disturbed. I feel that the District Executive 
Police is quite enough to muintain law and order in our State and 
there is no necessisty of keeping these Home Guards. The amount 


earmarked for this purpose can easily be saved. 


- There is yet another item, namely, the amount of Rs. 23 or 3 lakhs 
set aside for the help of ex-soldiers. I suggest that the Centre should be 
requested to contribute towards this fund and thus we can effect a saving 


of this amount as well, 


Ihave to make other suggestions for effecting economy in the 
expenditure incurred on police in one form or another, The Third 
Armed Reserve Force was created during the war period, but it still 
continues to exist and this year a sum of Rs, 2,88,690/- has been provided 


for it. I am of the view that this force should no whe scrapped 


Oriğ@ nal with; 
Punffab Vidhan Sabha 
Dig 


Pan 


(4) 22 >- PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (18TH Jung, 1952 


{ Shri Dev Raj Sethi ] 


altogether. First it has outlived its utility and secondly, as I stated 

in connection with another item, our District Executive Force is strong p 
enough to doits job, and can safely be depended upon to maintain 

peace and tranquility in our State. A substantial amount of money 7 

will be saved if my suggestion is acted upon by the Government. 


Then, Sir, a sum of no less than Rs. 10 lakhs, has been provided 
for the construction of quarters for the P. A. P. What a pity! When 
there is not enough money in the coffers of the State, when Ministers 
bewail of financial stringency, when we ask for liberal provisions of me 
money in the Budget for the uplift of masses, when we need every pie | 
to liquidate illiteracy inthe State and to provide other amenities of 
life to the backward people, Government is setting aside a huge sum of 
Rs, 10 lakhs for the construction of quarters for the P. A.P. How 
anomalous Is the position ? P. A. P, which should be entirely a responsi- 
| bility of the Centre, is being provided with houses by our Government 
| at the cost of Rs. 10 lakhs while our distressed brethren are starving 
for want of proper help from the Government. 


Then l have to make a few observations with regard to jagirdars, 
The Government has made a provision of 24 lakhs of rupees for the 
Jagirdars of Punjab, who only very recently were the friends of the 
British and acted as a tool in their hands to delay the dawn of indepen- 
dence. I would suggest that the system of Jagirdari in this State should 
be done away with immediately. In this way Government will be 
saving a handsome amount of Rs. 24 lakhs. 


Now I -would make a mention of the National Cadet Corps. K 
Government has made provision of Rs. 1,15,520/- in the Budget. My ~oo 
feeling is that the existence of such an institution is very necessary for 
our State, I want that every student in the State should receive 
military training. But you will agree with me, Sir, that the national 
cadets do not fulfil any needs of the Punjab State. They will ultimately 
be called upon by the Defence Department whenever any war or conflict 
takes place. Obviously, the expenditure incurred on the National 
Cadet Corps should be borne by the Centre and not by this State. I, 
therefore, suggest that Government should make every endeavour to 
impress upon the Government of [ndia the desirability of paying for 
the National Cadet Corpse. Thie is no reason why the Central Govern- 
ment should refuse to meet our demand, 
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Now I take up the question of special pays. Government has 
done well in deciding to do away, within a period of three years, with 
the special pays of all those officers who draw Rs, 500 per mensem or 
more, It is a pity that when the question of raising the salaries of peons 
comes then the Government is faced with the difficulty of financial 
stringency. But we find that so many officers like the Election Secretary, 
Director, Defence Guards and so on get more than one special pay 
sometimes even to the extent of Rs, 200 to 300 a month. I fail to see 
why this facility of gradual withdrawal of special pays has been given to 
the officers, I suggest that it should be withdrawn with one stroke of 
the pen, 


Minister for Finance: It is better to withdraw it gradually. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It will give us equal satisfaction if you up- 
lift the poor peons also step by step. Itis a question of principle and 
not of money. I would like the services to sacrifice their special pays 
voluntarily, but if they do not do so, we should appeal to them and 
convince them that they should forego these in view of the financial 
condition of our State. On the one side people are dying of starvation 
and hunger, while on the other our Government has spread the with- 
drawal of special pays over a peiiod of three years, Some officers are 
receiving two or three special pays. The Government should immediately 
withdriw special pays of those officers who are getting Rs. 1,000 per 
mensem or more. If they surrender these voluntarily, it would be a 
very nice thing, but in case they do not do so, the Government should 


modify the rules in order to abolish special pays. 


Then, Sir, there is ample scope for retrenchment in the Civil 
Supplies Department. Two or three years ago, its Budget amounted to 
sixty lakhs of rupees. The Resources and Retrenchment Committee 
deputed officers to go to every district in order to see the work done by 
the officers of this department. On the basis of information collected by 
them, the Committee recommended that the expenditure on the Civil Supp- 
lies Department could be reduced from rupees sixty lakhs to thirty lakhs, 
Our Finance Secretary, who was the Director General of Civil Supplies at 
that time opposed that suggestion and insisted that he could not reduce 
the number of officers in his department, Probably he considered it 
below his dignity to have lesser number of officers under him. Now this 
department has only a skeleton work left. The rationing of cloth 
and sugar has ended and food too might’ be derationzd at a not very distant 
date. ‘There can be no doubt that cloth and sugar will not be rationed 
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again. I am surprised that though the Civil Supplies Department had no 
work in connection with cloth and sugar during the last three months 


neither the Finance Secretary nor the Director General of Civil 
Supplies has suggested any retrenchment in this department. With your 4 
permission, Sir, I want to read out a few lines from the Memorandum | 
prepared by our former Finance Secretary, He used these words about 


the services :— : 


A balanced Budget will only be possible if each Government 
servant from the highest rank to the lowest class IV employee 


i : : ; l 
could develop a financial conscience a financial conscience 
that would endeavour to save by all possible means on the 


a financial conscience should shudder at the thought of any 


one hand and raise all possible revenues on the other. Such ` | 
| 
waste of public funds, and regard such a waste as the : 


worst social sin against the public of India, 


1 shall request the Government to find out if that kind of financial 
conscience exist among its officers, [f it existed, expenditure on a 


number of departments could be reduced, 


Now, Sir, a few words about the resources of our State. What are i 
our main sources of revenue and to what extent have they been tapped ? i 
The Government has imposed a tax of one pie per anna on the gross 
bookings of passengers and goods by road transport. This is a very good 
decision, but if the Government had cared to study the report of the 
Resources and Retrenchment Committee, it could have realised suilicient 


revenues from road transport without increasing the bus fare froin seven 
pies to eight pies per mile. Divergent views are held on the question of 
nationalization of transport. Thais divergence is due to the personal 
interests of some people. If the Government had accepted the recommen- 
dations of the Resources and Retrenchment Committee, it could have 
levied tax at the rate of two pies per anna instead of one pie and the 
Transport Department alone would have yielded revenue of seventy lakhs 
of rupees. In that case the saying that ‘magic wand of ownership turns - | 
sand into gold’ would not have been ignored and at the same time the 


Kemenn. a 


transport operators could be prevented from feeling the public. The 
Government could charge a tax of two pies per mile and permit the : 
operators to retain five pies per mile. In addition to revenues, it would 
have secured for the Go.ern next the co-operation of a large number of 


transport operators. 
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Now, Sir, I come to the dangerous subject of the water rate. We 
are working Bhakra Dam Project on which an estimated expenditure of 
Rs. 197 crores is to be incurred. Mr. Slocum has arrived to assist us in 
this work. He isa renowned and experienced engineer and thoroughly 
understands the work of construction of dams. We have to look at the 
question of expenditure involved in the completion of Bhakra Project. It 
is very likely that by the time the Project is completed in. 1957, the 
expenditure might amount to Rs. 200 crores. As all this expenditure 
will be out of the borrowed money, we have to pay interest on it at the 
rate of three or four per cent. We are already paying about Rs. 5 crores 
as interest, not out of our revenues but from the amount raised by loans. 
If the huge sum of Rs. 200 crores is properly used, it can lead to perma- 
nent prosperity of the State. If we do not spend money carefully, our 
State will remain bankrupt for ever. Money has to be found for carrying 
on beneficial schemes. In some cases immediate results cannot be 
expected. Joginder Nagar Electricity Project yielded no revenues for 
some time and remained a white elephant for four or five years. It is 
the duty of the Government to find funds for beneficial schemes and it 
has taken a very wise step in increasing the water rate. If water rate 
is reduced, the revenues of the State will fall. Moreover, the increase 
does not affect the entire population of 126 lakhs. Hardly thirty per cent 
people own lands which are irrigated by canals. The number of 
persons who have to pay increased water rate is not more than ninety 
thousand, Moreover, these persons have sufficient incomes, This 
increase of fifty per cent was effected on the water-rate which was fixed 
at a time when wheat was sold at the rate of thirty seers for a rupee and 


gur was availible at rupees 1-12-0 per maund. 


To those hon. Members who take exception to the enhancement 
of the rate of abiana I would submit that if the total expenditure being 
incurred by the Government on various irrigation works, large or small, 
is calculated and spread over the entire irrigated area in the State it 
will be found that this expenditure per acre of irrigated land exceeds 
the albiana charged per acre even at the enhanced rate. I am in perfect 
agreement with those who want the additionil revenues accruing as a 
result of the enhancement of abiana to be spent for providing amenities 
such as medical aid, education, etc., to the people living in villages. The 
rate of abiana was not enhanced without the fullest possible discussion 
of the subject in the Resources and Retrenchment Committees—I say 
Committees deliberately because when some friends were not satisfied 
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with the decision of the first Resources and Retrenchment Committee a 
second had to be formed for this purpose. I was a member of that Com- 
mittee also, 


Minister for Development : Please tell the names of other Members 
also, i 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: At the moment I cannot recollect all the 
names, Well Sir, the alternatives before the Committee were either to 
suggest ways and means to effect economy in expenditure to the extent 
of Rs. 62 lakhs or to find additional sources of revenue expected to yield 
that much income. Since the Committee found itself unable to suggest 
ways of effecting sufficient economy in expenditure it had to address itself 
to the task of tapping new sources of revenue. But here again it could 
not succeed, So it was decided to raise the water rate and I personally 
even now find nothing objectionaltle against it. Supplying of water for 
irrigation purposes is after all for Government a commercial proposition. 
Zamindars are, in this matter, no better than ordinary customers. If my 
Friends opposite are neither willing to pay agricultural income-tax nor any 
other tax how is the Government going to run the Administration ? 
May I ask Ch, Sri Chand if he has no objection to the levy of tax on 
agricultural income ? The question of increase in the rate of abiana 
also came up before the High Command, 


Mr. Speaker: Please do not bring in the High Command and wind 
up. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Kindly a'low me to speak fora few minutes 
more, Sir, the financial position of our State is none too sound, Our 
resources are limited. Our balances are fast depleting, Every year we 
have to pay a huge sum of Rs, 3 to 4 crores in the form of interest on the 
moneys loaned to us to finance the Bhikra Nangal Projects. If this state 
of affairs continues and we are not allowed to tap any new sources of 


revenue, {am afraid it will not be possible for us to save this State from 
bankruptcy for very long. 


Sir, I feel it is high time we shelved our differences and made a 
united effort to save our province from impending insolvency. I would 
appeal to the hon. Ministers, hon. Members of this House and the services 


to act upon the maxim ‘take care of the pic and the rupee will take care 
of itself.” I want everybody’s financial conscience to be aroused so that 
not a single pie belonging to the Exchequer goes waste. 


Vidhan Sabha 


zed by; 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panj 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET (4) 27 


In the end, Sir, I would like to make a brief reference to the ugly 
situation that has arisen for the first time in the history of Simla as a 
result of the tactlessness of one officer. | 


M. Speaker: No please. I cannot allow you any more time. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh (Samrala) (Punjabi): Sir, there are no two 
better known facts about India than that, firstly, it is an agricultural 
country and secondly, it is a poor country. Eighty per cent of the 
population of our country is dependent on land for its livelihood. Sir, 
ever since we got Independence—.! would call it ruination—our country 
has been experiencing unprecedented shortage of foodgrains. Since the 
year 1947 we have been importing foodgrains from foreign countries to 
feed our teeming millions. Abouttwenty lakh tons of foodgrains were 
imported in 1947, thirty seven lakh tons in 1949 and so on. This year 
we hear the Government of India proposes to import fifty to sixty lakh 
tons of foodgraings at a cost of Rs. 250 to 300 crores. This means, Sir, 
that money equal to more than half of the total annual revenues of the 
Government of India goes out of this counrry every year in the form of 


the cost of imported foodgrains. 
Mr. Speaker: Please confine your discussion to the Punjab only, 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Sir, what [ am saying has a very close 
connection with the State of Punjab. If the Government of India in- 
stead of paying so much money to the producers of foreign countries 
encourages the peasants of this State by giving them subsidies, etc., 
I am sure we can meet the demands of all the deficit States of India and 
help usher in an era of prosperity and plenty in our country. As the 
things at present are the mbney which we could spend on importing the 
badly needed capital machinery required for the industrialisation of our 
country, is being spent on this unproductive business of importing food- 
grains. The foreign exchange resources that we are now wasting on the 
import of food can very well serve the purpose of importing necessary 
machinery from foreign countries and starting industries to provide work 
for millions of our unemployed workers. I would, tnerefore, stress the 
need of urging upon the Central Government not to reduce the financial 
assistance that was being given to our State in connection with the Grow 
More Food campaign. 


Sir. the provision for the Grow More Food Schemes has been reduce 


ed to one crore and seventy-six lakhs as against two crores and forty one 
lakhs for the last year. The hon, Minister for Finance has remarked in 
his Budget speech that curtailment in the activity of Government in 
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respect of Grow More Food Schemes has been necessary as the subsidy 
which we used to get previously has now been discontinued by the Central 
Government, The subsidy to the growers in respect of digging of wells 
has also been stopped. In this connection I may submit that in Pepsu 
this subsidy is given to the Zamindars for digging wells ona certain fixed 
basis but it is no longer given in our State. ‘The Government would have 
been well advised if it had spared adequate funds for the sinking of wells 
in the rural areas. This Government which claims to safeguard the 
interests of the rural people should give tangible proof of it by releasing . 
ample funds for financing welfare schemes in the rural areas. Mere 

promises and platitudes cannot help the poor peasants, What we actual- 

ly find is that the amount of grant in respect of the Grow More Food - 
Schemes has been curtailed, The reason for this is too obvious to be 

stated. It shows that the Government is neglectful and callous towards 

the interests of the rural classes. When we point out these things to the 
Government it takes shelter behind the plea that the Central Government 

has stopped giving subsidy to this State. But sucha plea is groundless 

and I can only attribute it to the weak-kneed policy of our Ministers who 

cannot get their just and legitimate demands conceded by the Central 
Government. I would go tə the length of saying that they have no voice 

in the Government of India and meekly submit to whatever it says. That 


is why that Government is according a step-motherly treatment to our 
State. 


Minister for Public Works: The Central Government has already 
been generous to place 22 crores of rupees at our disposal. What else 
could it do? 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Our Government should make an insistent 
demand for the release of more funds and spend it on the welfare schemes A 
in the rural areas. If we look to the Budget we will find that the provi- 
sion for Ammonium Sulphate has been reduced to 6 lakhs as against - 
20 lakhs provided last year. We also see that provision in respect of the 
Grow More Food Schemes has been substantially reduced. So far as the 
Revenue Receipts are concerned it will be seen that as compared with 
last year there is a drop of Rs. 4 lakhs in the receipts of income-tax. But on 
the other hand an increase of rupees two lakhs is visualised on account of 
the sale of stamps which income is mostly realised from the rural areas. 


Turning now to the expenciture side, the Government propose to 
spend Rs. eight lakhs more this year on Education, By making this increa- 
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sed provision, the Government should provide more educational facilities 
by opening more primary schools in the State but I would frankly say 
that this increased provision on Education would largely be utilised in 
meeting the Establishment Charges. Besides this, the Government has 
been generous in allocating rupees 7 lakhs more for the Medical 
Department. With this increased expenditure the Government propose 
to provincialise 27 hospitals. It would have been more desirable if the 
Government had realised the urgency of opening more hospitals in the 
country side to alleviate the sufferings of the people who stand in urgent 
need of medical aid. In addition to this the Government propose to 
spend 8 lakhs on Panchayats. Sometime back the Government had 
promised that in case the rural people could collect money for the 
improvement of sanitation in villages it would contribue 75 per cent 
towards the expenditure for this purpose but that promise still remains un- 
fulfilled. They have made a provision of rupees eight lakhs only towards 
this fund and have only promised to pay the remaining amount of rupees 
293 lakhs for rural sanitation. There being 16,000 villages in the 
State the sanitation grant per village comes to Rs. 5 only. More- 
over, the Government has not made any provision in the Budget for small 
scale or cottage industries to help the carpentres, cobblers etc., while on 
the other hand Industrial Finance Corporation is proposed to be set up 
to help finance schemes of industrial development. The Government 
has allocated the sum of Rs. 30,000 to set up six labour welfare centres in 
Industrial areas for amenities such as reading rooms, libraries, indoor 
games etc., for labourers and sewing and charkha classes for their 
families. The condition of labourers who work in factories in big cities 
is far far better than that of the labourers in villages and if any of them 
is removed from service all the workers go on strike. They have united 
actions and united policies, Their united voice can shake the very 
foundation of the Government. But has the Government ever thought 
of the hard lot of the labourers in villages who continue to tead a life 
of misery and distress ? They are wallowing in poverty and are complete- 
ly forgotten and left to their fate. 


Some time back our Chief Minister Shri Bhim Sen Sacher in a 
public speech emphatically remarked that the welfare of the rural people 
will be uppermost in his mind. But I am sorry to say that his solicitude 
for the welfare of the rural people is not in evidence in the Budget. 
Even during the British regime the Unionist Ministry had espoused the 
cause of Zamindars better than the present Government. There used 
to be the Peasent Welfare Fund but now the Government does not make 
any contribution to such funds for the welfare of tha Zamindars. 
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Now we can well judge from the Budget presented by our Govern- 
ment what relief and amenities have been provided to the people living in 
the rural areas. All the promises which were held out to them have 
remained merely the expression of a pious wish. This Budget is a stereo- 
typed Budget and is meant to promote the interests of the urbanites. The 
Government do not deserve to be congratulated on the presentation of 
such a Budget. If this is the state of affairs we will not be able to see 
the Punjab of our dreams for many years to come. Such a dream will 
in fact never materialise. We find now-a-days that the financial position 
of every Punjabi is going from bad to worse. Most of them are under 
heavy debts. The Government cannot feed them on promises for all 
time. I am visualising that the time is not far off when the people in 
their utter disappointment and frustration will be compelled to raise a 
banner of revolt against the Government. Our Goverument will then 
have to move down from the heights of Simla to restore law and order, 
It is high time that the Government realised that it is treading upon a 
dangerous path. They are creating disputes among the tenants and the 
landlords. They will not be doing any real service to the State by 
adopting such methods, They should take up the work of nationalisation 
of industries and Cinemas, {do not understand why the Government 
has thought it fit to postpone the process of nationalisation of industries 
for a period of ten years. In the end, I would warn the Government that 
if it does not abandon its indifference towards the Zamindars and contie 
nues to trifle with their interests it may arouse inthem a spirit of revolt 
against the Government and such a Situation would prove pivotal in the 
establishment of communism in our country. 


Sardar Khem Singh (Amritsar) (Punjabi): Sir, I was pained to 
turn over the pages of the Budget when I came to know that an increase 
of Rs, 5 only has been made upto a salary of Rs. 100. This is a 
very poor consolation to the lower staff since no substantial benefit would 
accrue from it. Clerks, peons and police constables draw less than Rs. 100, 
A police constable is a 24 hours Government servant, but his pay is very 
meagre when compared with the work he is required todo A peon is 
sometimes asked to go to his officer’s bungalow even after office hours. 
Similarly, a clerk starts to his office at 8 a. M. in the morning and reaches 
there before any officer comes. Sometimes he has to work from morning 
till late in the evening and thus is a pivot round which the whole official 
machinery moves, Even the success of big officers depends on the 
efficiency of the clerks. The increase of Rs,5 made by the Govern- 
ment is not at all sufficient. Under the present circumstances, an increase 
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of at least Rs. 15 should have been made instead of that of Rs. 5 to give 
some relief to subordinate Government servants. I was told by a 
Chaprasi that they get only Rs. 15 as Hill Allowance. A poor man having 
4 to 5 mouths to feed cannot make both ends meet within this small pay 
at such an expensive hill station. Poor clerks and the constables also 
sail in the same boat. A police constable, to a great extent, is responsi- 
ble for the maintenance of law and order in the country. My hon. 
Friend Gyani Rajinder Singh has already stated that they have been given 
| avery poor increase. Our Minister for Finance says that all-out efforts 
are being made by the Government to help the poor people. But, it is 
: - notafact. May I refresh the memory of the hon. Members and the 
Ministers that before the elections they held out hopes to the poor people ? 
bai l, therefore, invite their pointed attention, through you, Sir, to this 
. matter of great importance and request that the subordinate Government 
servants should be given at least an increase of Rs, 15 instead of Rs. 5 to 
enable them to make both ends meet. If the Government consider that 
sufficient funds are not available for this purpose, I would request them 
to cut down the fat salaries of those officers who draw from Rs. 2,000 to 
4,000 a month. There is hardly any officer who comes at right time to 
the office and yet nobody cares. A clerk who comes to the office at exact 
10 A. M., rather before that should be permitted to leave office at exact 
4 P. M, and should not be made to sit late. In view of the fact, I would 
appeal to all the hon. Members in the name of human sympathy to spare 
their salaries for the amelioration of the lot of these poor people. If 
nobody else is willing to do so, I would be the first man to spend my 

salary and travelling allowance for this noble deed (Cheers), 


nn. a ea 


Sir, when I go to my village, many people bring their complaints to 
me and I give them a patient hearing irrespective of their caste and creed. 
Depressed classes are rot given a fair treatment by the other people. 
b They are forced to do begar by the Police Officers, in the shape of 
fetching fodder for their cattle. This is not all. Sir, whenever they find 
B an opportunity they molest the womenfolk of these poor people. A case 
falling within the purview of Section 376 Indian Penal Code was commit- 

ted in my Ilaqa. 


Mr, Speaker: Please do not discuss any case on the floor of the 
House. 


- | Sardar Khem Singh: All right, Sir. Once I went to Majitha 
Police Station. The Sub-Inspector of that Police Station Sardar......... 


Mr, Speaker: No name please. 
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Sardar Khem Singh: I was submitting, Sir, that the Sub- 
Inspector Incharge is an honest man and takes pains in the discharge of 
his duties. Consequently, peace and tranquillity prevail in that Ilaqa. 
The Sub-Inspector has full sympathy with the poor people. 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the hon. Member to please sit down ? 


Sardar Khem Singh: Sir, I was submitting that I went to 
Majitha Thana. 


Mr. Speaker: I have already asked the hon, Member not to 
mention the name of any place or person. If he has got any complaint ` 
against anybody he should make a representation about it. 


An hon. Member: Sir, he is only praising the work of the Sub- 
Inspector. Yesterday, our Minister for Finance was praising the work of 


Deputy Commissioner, Hissar, in a similar way. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Well, Sir, if we are not allowed 
to name anybody here what is the use of our sitting in this House ? 


Minister for Development: I wish to inform the hon, Members 
through you, Sir, that they are at liberty to expose any Government 
official on the floor of this House but while doing so they should only 


give his official status and not his name. 


Sardar Khem Singh: Then, Sir, cases of members of the 
Scheduled Castes are sent up for trial to the Courts and when it comes 


to the notice of the Magistrates that the complainant is a member of 
the Scheduled Caste, the cases are filed and the accused are dis-charged, 
Out of all the local Magistrates working in Amritsar, only the A. D. M. 
Amtitsar is sympathetic towards the members of the Scheduled Castes and 


helps them. 


Now, I shall place before you, Sir, a general complaint of ou 
community regarding the treatment extended to us by the authorities of 
the Civil Hospital, Amritsar. Usually, it is the poor people who cannot 
afford to pay fees to doctors who go tu the hospitals for treatment while 
the rich people rarely go to hospitals, since they prefer to call the 
doctors to their houses on payment of fees. But you will be surprised 
to know that at the Civil Hospital, Amritsar, the poor people are refused 
admission and well-to-do persons are given preference. Only those persons 
are given admissions in the hospital who are able to pay fees to the doctors. 
Sometimes it has been seen, that the poor women are treated very 
shabbily. 


TY 
J na ——————— 
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Mr. Speaker: In case all these things are based on facts, then 
you can make a complaint in writing to the hon. Minister incharge. 


Sardar Khem Singh: Sir, these are all facts. Only those persons 
are admitted to the hospital who are able to pay Rs. 16 as fee to the 
doctor incharge. Sir, one day, in my very presence, a poor man was 
refused admission there, but after some time he was admitted. On 
enquiries from the person concerned it was learnt that he was admitted 
becasue he had bribed the official incharge of the ward. Sir, such is the state 
of affairs there and such things are being done by the doctors in every 
Government hospital. They admit patients in the Hospitals only after 
they have been paid Rs. 16 as their fee. Doctors in Government Service 
should not be permitted to charge fees, since they are tempted to misuse 


their duty hours. 


Same is the case in the schools, The poor students are not 
admitted by the Head Masters on the plea of want of accommodation. 
At village Jantipura, there is only one primary school where scheduled 
caste children are able to get education. I request the hon. Minister for 
Education to take steps ‘to provide books and other articles of stationery 
to these poor students since they cannot afford to purchase them. By 
doing so he would be encouraging these peuple and doing a great 


Service to the scheduled castes. 


There is no high school in that Ilaqa and the children are facing 
a greit difficulty in its absence. They have to walk long distances for 
getting high school education. The Government should open a high 
school there. The people of that place have already purchased land for 
this purpose and the Government will not have to spend much. 


I also want to draw the attention of the Hon, Ministers to the fact 
that the Mazhabi Sikhs and other Scheduled Caste candidates are not 
being given any concessiof by the local boards in the matter of recriutment 
to posts falling vacant in the Civil Supplies Department. With these 
words, Sir, I take my seat and again request the hon. Ministers to pay 


more attention to the grievances of the scheduled castes. 


Shri Rizaq Ram (Rai) (Hindi): Sir, today many aspects of the 
Budget have been discussed. But some others aspects yet remain to 
be discussed. Members from both sides of the House have expressed 
themselves about it. I would now place before you two or three points 
of view regarding this Budget. . 
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Our Government has done well in increasing the allowances of the 
low paid servants, This is one of the good things done by the Govern- 
ment, Now we have to see, Sir, whether any provision has been made 
in the Budget for the betterment of the lot of the poor classes. This 
is important particularly because this is the first Budget prepared by 
the Cabinet of the representatives elected under the new constitution, 


Shri Ranjit Singh: Ona point of order, Sir, I want to draw your 
attention to the fact that the hon. Member is speaking and none of the 


hon. Ministers is in his seat. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Eight Ministers have already been ap- 
Pointed and now they have gone to appoint the ninth. 


Shri Rizaq Ram: Now, the primary thing in the good Budget 
of a State in free India under the new Constitution, is how far it goes to 
remove the poverty of the masses. The standard of a Budget has to be 
judged by the amounts provided in it for the betterment of the general 
public and the poor population. 


| Sir, another aspect to be considered is whether the new taxes pros 
posed in the Budget affect the poor or the rich, In the present Budget 
the rich people have not been touched at all. 


The third importaut thing is the amount of expenditure on the 
beneficent departments. In my opinion expenditure on this side is not 
what it should be. It does not satisfy the needs of the people. While these 
important departments have been starved, more than necessary amounts 
of money have been earmarked for the General Administration and the 
Police. So far as police is concerned, a sum of rupees two crores and 
seventy three lakhs has been provided for it in the Budget. I do not 
deny the necessity of maintaining a proper and adequate police force 
inthe State, Asa matter of fact it is essential for the maintenance of 
law and order, but I beg to emphasiz2 that certain fundamental and 
basic principles of good administration should not be lost sight of. We 
have to realise that even a confirmed criminal can be brought back to 
the right path if we try to understand the psychology at the back of all 
crime and find out ways and means of educating him on proper lines, 
It has been found out by analysts that every mind, howsoever, perverted, 
can be set right. The history of the world provides us with numerous 
examples which prove this. I submit, Sir, that the author of the Budget 
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has not realised the fundamental aspect of corrigibility of a human mind 
through proper education. No provision has been made for correcting 


criminal’s minds by imparting the right type of education to them after 


p- analysing the peculiarities of individual brains, It is the first Budget 
i of the State after free elections on a wide franchise. But I regret to 
| bs note that it does not come upto the expectations of the people. Greater 
! importance should have been given in it to matters like education, 
| beneficent works etc., so that after a short while there should have 
been no necessity of keeping a large police force, numerous law courts, 
l big jails etc. The huge sums which the Government is spending on jails 
police, and law courts can easily be saved if we take proper measures 
e to remove ignorance and poverty. At present the main problems of the 
people are food, clothing and housing. These should be immediately 
| solved. It is regrettable that in the Budget little attention seems to have 
| been paid to their solution. The conditions in the villages are most 
: miserable. Petty farmers and Harijans are starving. Their main problem 
is to find means of livelihood and food for themselves and their children. 
During the elections the main promise held out by us to the people was 
to provide them with means of earning their livelihood and to eradicate 
poverty. But so far we have not been able to take any steps towards 
removing their distress. There is nothing in this Budget to show that 
we are doing something towards that end. The hon. Finance Minister 
cannot realiZe the difficulties which the poor people in the villages have 
to face daily. How can he do so? He has entered the Legislature by 
an indirect election. It is dificult for him to feel the pulse of the 
people, At many places more than fifteen persons are huddled together 
in one house without any food to eat and clothes to wear. The state 
of affairs is very disgusting but those who have fine clothes to wear and 
delicious dishes to eat cannot know the difficulties which these people 
i have to face. The Finance Minister has made a provision of two crores 
of rupees for the benefit of the industrialists. But nothing has been 
done for providing work to village landless labourers and artisans. All 
hopes raised in them during the elections seem to have been belied. 
j People come to us and ask us to provide them with means to earn their 
livelihood but we are unable to do anything for them. We cannot say 
that this Budget is a poor man’s Budget. It does not try to solve. the 
financial problems of the poor. Whatever little has been proposed is 
of such a nature that eveftually it will benefit the rich only. There are 


some schemes which may be called good but they seem to have been 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha - 


Digitized by; 
Pan len B 


(4) 36 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (18TH Jung, 1952 
{ Shri Rizaq Ram J 


adopted only half-heartedly. For instance, nationalisation of transport 
seems to have been undertaken by the Government simply as an eye- 
wash and not with the urgency of the hour in mind. It is just like a 
dull boy interested in play, holding the book in front of him because he is 
afraid of the teacher’s rod. Our Government does not think it necessary 
to nationalize large factories and mills of the capitalists. It is 
nationalizing small items like transport and text-books only, in order 
to stop the criticism of other parties by showing that it is in earnest 
about nationalization, In my opinion if the Government is really keen 
about nationalization, then it should embark upon a solid, definite 
programme of work and take np nationalisation of big concerns including 
Banks and Insurance Companies. The money thus obtained can be 
utilised for development work and for ameliorating the lot of the 
suffering millions. 


Sir, whenever we request the Government to adopt measures for 
beneficent purposes by providing more money inthe Budget, it always 
puts forward the plea of financial stringency. Iam of the opinion that 
there is no lack of funds ; it is the will that is lacking. I feel that we 
have enough money to ameliorate the hard lot of the poor people, I ask, 
why should we undertake those responsibilities which should actually 
devolve on the Government of India ? Why should we spend from our 
own coffers to meet those responsibilities ? It is the duty of the Govern- 
ment of India to bear such expenditure. I would request the Govern- 
ment to impress upon the Centre to pay for those functions which we 
are performing on its behalf, If that is done, I am sure, we will be able 
to effect a lot of saving in our Budget and that money can be utilised for 
the betterment of the masses. 


Then there is another point to which I would like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government. It is a pity that the Government has stopped 
the financial help which it used to give to the peasants in the form of 
taccavi for the purpose of sinking wells. 


Mr. Speaker: A point has been raised whether hon, Members 
can, during the course of their speeches, refer to or say something about 
Government Officers. I have given careful thought and consideration to 
this point and have arrived at the conclusion that the practice followed 
in this House so far, namely, any reference to the Government Officers 
or their conduct should not be made, is a wholeséme practice. Rule 79 (2) 
of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Legislative 
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Assembly clearly lays down :— 
“s A Member while speaking shall not......... 


(i) reflect upon the conduct of persons in authority..... 


(ii) utter treasonable, or defamatory words or make use of offensive 
expressions. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: The point is what does a person in authority 
mean, whether this expression covers all officials of the State however 
petty they may be or some special class. The matter will require your 
reconsideration because this will go a long way to curb the speeches of 
| the hon. Members. I request that the matter may be kept open and 


-_ it should be properly thrashed before arriving at any conclusion. 


e Mr. Speaker: I have no objection to this and I would like to 
have the considered views and advice of the legal pundits on this point. 
I am, however, inclined to hold that we should follow the old practice 
and refrain from making any references to Government officers, because 
such persons cannot defend themselves when adverse remarks are made 


about them, 


Sardar Mukhtiar Singh (Moga Dharmkot) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 

a good many speeches have been made on the Budget. Iam constrained 

| to remark that nothing tangible has been done nor any substantial 
provision has been made inthe Budget for the betterment of my com- 
munity. It goes without saying that the scheduled castes and other low 
castes have done a lot for the attainment of India’s freedom. They 
cast their votes for the Congress in the hope that it will do something 
to uplift them. But I regret to say that our hopes have been belied and 
the Congress Government has failed to improve the hard lot of the poor 
Harijans. No measures have been adopted to liquidate illiteracy from 
- amongst the Harijans, I may point out that ‘they are so poor that they 
cannot afford to send their children to schools as they cannot pay their 
fees. Government have made a provision for the award of a few scholar- 
ships to Harijans entering the ninth class. But the difficulty is that not 
even a few can manage to reach the ninth class, When the Harijan 
* students have no means to even enter the schools, how can they enter the 
9th class to enjoy or take advantage of the scholarships reserved for them 

by the Government ? Even if some Harijan children manage to reach 


= = that stage, their number hardly exceeds 2 or 3 per cent. I, therefore, 

request the Government that the scholarships which it has reserved for 

Harijan students from the 9th class, should be given to them from the 

: first primary class, Not only this. The Harijan students should be sup- 
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plied with books and other reading and writing material by the Govern- 
ment free of charge from the very first class of the school. If the 
Government fails to ameliorate the condition of the Harijans, then all 
its tall talk about introducing social or other reforms is of no use. 


Sir, I was pleased to hear the hon. Sardar Partap Singh Kairon 
declaring that they would not barter away their freedom for the help 
they would be receiving froma foreign country in connection ‘with the 
execution of Community Projects. It was gratifying to note the hon. 
Minister for Revenue’s remark thit they would give a battle royal, if 
any foreign country had bad designs against India. I may assure him 
that even though we are in the Opposition, we shall be in the forefront if 
and when any such occasion arises. But if the Government fails in its 


duty, then we may even have to fight this Government (Cheers), 


Then, Sir, sometime back the hon. Chief Minister and the hon, 


Minister ror Development toured the district of Ferozepore. They delivered - 


speeches at Bagha Purana, But what was the effect of these speeches ? 
The President of the District Committee, S. Thaman Singh, took upon 
himself the responsibility of giving protection to all sorts of bad characters. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is not allowed to make such 
statements. He should avoid making such references. 


Sardar Mukhtiar Singh: Then the hon, Minister for Development 
told us that 70 per cent of the water inthe canals was provided to the 
zamindars. I join issue with him on this point. I think that this water 
remains in the rivers or canals and does not reach the zamindars. The 
reason is that the outlets (mogas) provided by the Government are not 
sufficiently wide. They are only 6” x 6” and the discharge of water is 
extremely low. I wonder where the water mentioned by him goes? I 
am of the opinion that every inch of our lands should be irrigated but 
the difficulty is that the water for this purpose is not available anywhere. 
The result is that great difficulty is being experienced by the zimindar in 
sowing his crops. I would request the hon. Minister to get a thorough 


enquiry made as to where that water goes, 


Then, Sir, we feel very much concerned over the new canals which 
are going to be opened under the Bhakra Dam Scheme. The reason is 
that the Irri ation Engineers working in our ilaqa are not doing satis- 
factory work. If it is left to tuem to run these canals, then it will be no 


wonder if we are ruined. 
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The bridges on the new canals have been washed away by floods 

because the engineers had not used suitable material in their construction. 

The losson this account should be recovered from the engineers whose 

negligence was responsible for it. The hon. Minister should hold an enquiry 

to find out the cause of such carelessness, When taccavi loans for the 

` digging of tube-wells were advanced to the zamindars they were told 
that the Government would recover only half the amount. Now, how- 

7 ever, the whole amount is being recovered and this is causing great 


hardship to the zamindars, 


z Another thing which I wish to point out is that the Moga Munici- 

pal Committee had decided to send one of its Harijan employees, who 

iii was suffering from tuberculosis to the hills. Later on the son ofa rich 
‘ man fell ill and he was sent to the hills instead of the Harijan boy. 
Enquiry should be ordered into this matter, and if what I have stated 

proves to be true, the Harijan boy should be sent to some hill station, 


Then, Sir, drain water is flowing in the streets of Dharamkot. The 
Government had advanced a considerable sum of money to the Municipal 
Committee forthe construction of drains but a dispute is going on 
between the Committee and the Harijans and drains are not being 
constructed. The Government should order an enquiry into this matter 


so that the difficulties of the people may be removed. 


In the end, Sir, I hope that I shall b: allowed to speak for a few 


minutes tomorrow also. 


Shri Rala Ram (Mukerian) (Hindi, : Sir, I offer my hearty con- 
gratulations to the hon. Minister for Finance for the Budget presented 
by him. If we compare our Budget with that of the Central Government, 
we will find that whereas the Central Budget was surplus we have a 
deficit Budget. The deficit in our Budget is due to the fact that our 

ý Ministers have realised the necessity of spending the maximum amount 
possible on the beneficent departments, They could not avoid such 
expenditure under the present circumsta ices. 


Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon: Sir, we are unable to understand 
the hon. Member’s speech. He should kindly speak in a language which 
is understood by all. 


Mr. Speaker: If our Deputy Speaker cannot understand the hon. 
Member’s speech, it is very difficult for others to follow it. The hon, 
Member should kindly either undertake to paraphrase his speech into 
i simple language or use such words as can be understood by all. 
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Shri Rala Ram : I am trying to speak in simple Hindi and if I 
use any difficult word, I shall translate it. In our Budget......... 


Sardar Rajinder Singh Gyani z Sir, we require an interpreter to 
understand this speech. 


Shri Teg Ram: Ona point of order, Sir. There are about one 
dozen Members in this House who do not know English. If they did not 
object to speeches being delivered in English there is no reason why 
Shri Rala Ram's speech in Hindi be not tolerated. 


Hon. Members: Not a single speech has been delivered in 
English, so far. 


Mr. Speaker: What isthe point of order in it? Nobody has 
said that he cannot tolerate the speech. The hon. Members have 
simply requested that only such language should be employed as could 
be easily understood by them. If the hon. Member insists on using 
difficult language, he has a right to do so. In that case other hon. 
Members will not be able to understand or benefit from his speech. 
There is no question of not tolerating the hon. Member’s speech. 


Minister for Local Government: Ona point of order, Sir. lf 
an hon. Member speaks in Hindi, Punjabi or English but some Members 
cannot understand it, are they entitled to demand its translation or 
paraphrase ? 


Mr. Speaker : It was only a request that the hon. Member should 
use the word ARTT instead of qaeq, 


Minister for Local Government: On a point of order, Sir, 


Can it be demanded that instead of the word ‘try’, the word afz 
should be used ? 


Mr. Speaker : The hon. Members are at liberty to use any kind 
of words they like. They cannot be compelled to use simple words, if 
they do not like to do so. 


Shri Rala Ram: I was submitting, Sir, that while the Central 
Government prepared a surplus Budget. Our Ministry had presented 
a deficit Budget. This deficit is due to the fact that our Government 
realises the necessity of spending the maximum amount of money on the 
beneficent departments. This shows the farsightedness of our hon. 
Minister for Finance and I congratulate him on this Budget. This is a 
truely democratic Budget because the interests of the general public have 


heen fully kept in view, At the same time we cannot ignore the fact 
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that the Budget of my State should not be allowed to remain deficit. The 
Government should immediately explore and tap other sources of revenue. 
lf the deficit is not covered by revenues from other sources, the result 
would be that we shall not be able to check inflation and the resultant 
increase in prices. Inflation is the result of a larger flow of currency and 
every attempt should be made to check it. I shall, therefore, request the 
hon. Minister for Finance not to leave the deficit of Rs. 31 lakhs une 
covered. He must make up this deficit by effecting the necessary 
economies. 


I admit, Sir, that in the conditions prevalent to day, it is not possible 
to levy new taxes on the people of this State. Still the need for making 
up the deficit in the Budget cannot be over-emphasised. So if for the 
present fresh taxation cannot be resorted to for this purpose, economy 
and retrenchment have more and more to be resorted to. And there are 
not a few departments of the Government where there is ample scope 
for economy ; and not the least of those notorious for wastage of 
public funds is the Public Works Department which has rightly been called 
by Shri Rajagopalacharia as his enemy No. 2. Whenever I happen to 
think of this department, the gloomy picture of houses built by it in 
Hoshiarpur Model Township with their roofs collapsing in the first rainy 
season and wood used on doors and windows being eaten away within 
six months after their construction conjures up before my mind’s eye. 


What I want to stress is that by taking suitable measures for 
economy and avoiding wasteful expenditure in various departments, the 
existing budgetary deficit can easily be made good. Let us take for 
instance the money provided by the Education Department for constru- 
tion of new hostels, college buildings or laboratories, it runs into lakhs. 
Here in these items there is enough scope for saving money. I say this 
from personal experience. If managements of private colleges can build 
college hostels and laboratories at less expense, why cannot the Govern- 
ment Departments ? Never has the management of a private college spent 
Rs, 6 lakhs on the construction of a hostel or Rs. 15 lakhs on a laboratory, 
though I find such amounts provided in the wudget for similar purposes. 
I think enough saving can be effected under these items alone. It is the 
foremost duty of the Finance Minister to stop immediately all unneces- 
sary and wasteful expenditure wherever he notices it and at the same 
time be on the look out for fresh sources of revenue, His vigilance in 
these matters will not only help him to present a balanced Budget but 


also to provide more money for the beneficent departments, 
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Sir, it is a thousand pities that while western countries such as Britain, 
U.S.A. and Russia are spending 25 to 40 per cent of their budgetary funds 
‘on beneficent departments, we are providing no more than.8°5 per cent of 
the total budget for education—a department whose value and importance 
in a backward country like ours hardly needs any emphasis. If we want 
the common man to feel the glow of freedom, we cannot spend too 
much on such departments of public welfare as education: The amount 
that has been provided for these purposes in this Budget is not such as 
can be referred to by us with pride. 


While I congratulate the Government on not making any provisions 
for opening any more Arts Colleges I am not happy to find that no 
technical institution has been provided for either. In a country where 
unemployment, even among the educated people is rampant, there cannot 
be two opinions on the need for imparting technical education to the 
young men to enable them to earn a living. Time at my disposal 
being short, I would confine myself to saying that the Government must 
pay due attention to this aspect of education. 


In the end, I would suggest the abolitionin future Budgets of the 
appellation ‘vernacular teachers’ because the word ‘vernacular’ connotes 


‘language of slaves’ and is, therefore, derogatory. 


Its use is galling and injures our self respect. In future these 
achers should be designated as teachers of modern Indian languages. 
Stressing again thit more money should be allocated for beneficent 
departments without taking recourse to deficit financing so that we may 
be able to convince the people of our bonafides, l resume my seat. 


Sardar Darshan Singh (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): Sir, I have risen to 
voice the complaints and grievances of that section of the people to whom 
a promise of amelioration of their lot and removal of their difficulties 
and hardships was given by all pirties during the elections. On going 
through the Budget, we find that no measure for the uplift of the backward 
classes is proposed to be undertaken duriny the current year. On the other 
hand the burden of most of the taxes is to fall on them as usual. 


Sir, instead of reducing the burden of taxes on the poor this national 
Government has added so much to it that they are being crushed under 
its weight. It has increased incidence of professional tax, enhanced the 
rate of Abiana and imposed a tax even on carrying of cow dung by 
widows in villages. 
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Then, Sir, unemployment is on the increase. Even educated young 
men are being driven from pillar to post and find it impossible ot get a 
job of Rs, 50 p.m. Where are the promises of our Government to give 
15 per cent share to the Scheduled Castes in services? How many 
persons belonging to these classes have been given jobs in the various 
departments of the Government ? I think the reply must be ‘nil’ 


The atrocities that the Police used to perpetrate on these poor people 
continue unabated. On very flimsy excuses they are challaned and put 
behind the bars. Section 109 Criminal Procedure Code is a convenient 
handle with the police to harass them. [f the real criminals manage to 
escape, persons belonging to these bickward classes are substituted and 
sent for trial to the courts. We are surprised to find that our Govern- 
ment has made a larger provision for the Police Department this year. 


I would ask the Government what steps it has taken to impart 
education to the Harijans ? Their children cannot get education because 
of the fact that they are poor and cannot afford to meet the expenses of 
education of their children. At the most what they can do is to give 
education to their one son only and that too up to the primary standard. 
Their difficulty is that the Government do not provide any facilities to 
them. Itis true that the Government grant scholarships to them but 
those scholarships are admissible to the students who study in colleges. 
The hon. Minister for Finance his remirked that in pu-suance of the 
policy of giving free primary education to backward classes of the popu- 
lation, a very much larger provision has been male during the current 
year than was done previously, As against Rs. 1} lakhs sanctioned for 
this purpose in the past, a provision of Rs. 54 lakhs is being sanctioned 
this year. If we mak: a close examination of this amount we will find 
that each district will get Rs, 42,307/11/1. Then there are about 1,000 
villages in each district and each village would get only Rs. 42/+/10 and 
further if calculation is made for each month it will amount to Rs. 3/8/4. 
With this detailed account the hon. Members may themselves judge the 
inadequacy of the amount which has beea provided inthe Budget for free 


primary education to the backward classes. 


So far as the displaced persons are concerned, they were allotted 
houses and land to rehabilitate themselves but the poor Harijans have been 
ejected from the land which they had occupied. It shows that discrimi- 
natory treatment is meted out to the Harijans. The rich people have been 


ble to get fertile land for themselves by greasing the palms of the officers 
qut the poor Harijans have got land of poor quality. The houses allotted 
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to Harjans are in a dilapidated condition and they cannot even carry out 
the repairs for non-availability of bricks. Besides this, there are no shamilat 
lands in villages and these people have to face great difficulty for keeping 
manure for themselves. I may also mention here that when the zamindars 
apply for the consolidation of their land holdings the Government used to 
get Rs. 2/- per acre but now the Government is charging Rs. 4/- per acre 
from the zamindars, Ifthe Government really want to raise the status 
of Harijans it should bring a measure for the abolition of the zamindari 


system. 


The professional tax which has been imposed upon the Harijans 
should also be withdrawn, The Government should also take steps to 
ensure that they are given their share of 15 per cent of the posts in the 
Government Departments, ‘The Government should give them land and 
remove all their difficulties if it really wants to uplift the people of back- 


ward classes 


Shri Samar Singh (Garaunda) (Punjabi): Sir, during the last 
general elections we gave promise to the people that if the Congress 
came out victorions it will do its best to ameliorate the lot of the people 
living in the rural areis. Moreover, our hon, Chief Minister in his public 


speeches also used to say that our country cannot make any appreciable 


Progress unless we try to uplift the villazers. This he repeated not once 
but many times in his public speeches. Itis our good luck that out 
Deputy Leader Sardar Partap Singh hails froma village and also that 
some of the Ministers are ruralites, 


I remember there was a time when the Congress used to raise slogan 
of ‘Inqilab Zinda Bad’ during the pre-independence days and it has cried 
itself hoarse shouting this for the last nafty years. But now when 
destiny his lifted India out of the ruts of slavery and in this election the 
Congress has been able to capture seats in an overwhelming majority 
everybody expects that the Government will now address itself seriously 
to the task of improving the lot of the villagers. I know that the Congress 
Leaders also use to proclaim at the top of their voice that the peasants 
are the backebone of society and the firmest basis of our State and that we 


cannot march on the road of progress unless we improve the condition of 


the villagers. These leaders used to quote Gandhiji when he said that 


India lives in her villages, not in her cities. If the village perishes, India 
perishes too, On the strength of these promises we had entertained great 
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hopes that our Government will have keen and close appreciation of our 


problems. 


Sometimes back we approached the hon. Ministers with the request 
that they should do something for the economic and social welfare of these 
people. They, time and again, asked us to wait till the Budget Session as 
if it was an ‘Amritdhara’ which will prove a panacea for all our ills. But 
what do we find today ? I feel sorely disappointed at the Government not 
having done anything to discharge their responsibility towards the people 
belonging to the rural areas. There is nothing of outstanding importance 
in the Budget and it has been prepared on the same old lines. However, 
when I studied the Budget [ found two or three items which gave mea 
glimpse of hope for the well-being of the State in the future but that hope 
too very soon drifted into the background. There is no gainsaying the fact 
that the Government derives a major portion of its revenue receipts 
from villages but that amount is spent on the welfare of the urbanites. 
There is no high school in any of the villages in fact not even within 
the radius of 20 miles of any of them. On the other hand, if any school 
in any town is closed thereis a stormof agitation against it. It shows 
that the Government is indifferent to the welfare of the people living 
in the rural areas. There are no hospitals in the villages. The villagers 
cannot afford to call in doctors from the town. The result is that many 
of them die for want of proper medical treatment, To crown it all, life 
is becoming intolerable for these poor folk in ‘the villages and yet the 
Government do not piy any heed to it. During the British regime the 
late Sir Chhotu Ram wrote a book entitled ‘Bechara Zamindar’. He de- 
picted therein in graphic details the miserable plight of the zamindars, He 
brought about a real ‘inqilab’ for the zamindars and gave them an honoured 


place in society. 


Then, Sir, I may point out that Sir Chhotu Rain was aot only 
responsible for the construction of buildings for schools in some villages, 
but also for the opening of high schools and colleges in towns. It is no 
exaggeration to say that he brought about a revolution in the life of the 
agticulturists, for the amelioration of whose lot he worked day and 
night. There is no doubt he did a lot for the zamindars but did not 
do anything for the labouring classes and non-agriculturists. 


Sir, itis a matter of surprise that whereas facilities like hospitals, 
schools, etc, are provided by Government for the people in towns, the 
same are denied to the village folk, Though the villages situated near the 
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towns may be able to derive some benefit from such facilities existing in 
towns villages situated at a distance of 15 or 20 miles from towns are al- 
most deprived of these facilities. Then I find that everything of neces- 
sity is available at comparatively cheaper rates in towns. For instance, 
sugar is being sold in Panipat at -/13/- a seer but when it is brought to 
a village its price shoots up to Rs. 1/2/- per seer. Then there is another 
point to which I would like to draw the attention of the Government and 
that is this. There exists a considerable disparity in the rates at which 
foodgrains are procured under the Procurement Scheme from the villagers 
and the rates at which they are sold to the people at large under the ration- 
ing scheme. Next, the rates of foodgrains prevailing in the rural mandis 
are much lower than those prevailing in the towns. This disparity must 
disappear and the rural people should be allowed to have the same 
amount of profit as is being given by the Arhtias of towns. 


Then again the moncy that is realised from the villagers in the shape 
of land revenue etc. is not spent for improving their lot. When I turn 
the pages of the voluminos books placed before us I am pained to see that 
a provision of Rs. 1,00,000 only has been made for building roads in the 
rural areas, I would like to state, Sir, that there are hundreds of villages 
in the Karnal district alone and this paltry sum would not be of any use 
to the villagers of our State, In this connection, I would like to draw the 
attention of the House to the decision taken by the Central Government 
in the case of the Bombay State, where the Central Government agreed to 
contribute 1/3 of the amount to be spent on the construction of roads, 1/3 
will be paid by the State Government and the remaining 1/3 will be paid 


by the people of the area where the roads are constructed. 


Then about the Grow More Food Scheme. In this connection I 
would state, Sir, that if a Zamindar gets boring done through the depart- 
ment he has to pay many times more than what he has to spend for sink- 
ing a tubewell privately. Then, Sir, village folk are not supplied with 
electric energy. A thermal plant was installed at Panipat with a view to 
supplying electricity to villages. But electricity has not been supplied 
to villagers. On the other hand it has been supplied only to some influen- 
tial persons. I would, therefore, request the Government to adopt imme- | 
diate measures to ameliorate the lot of the village folk, 


Shri Dev Datt Puri (Jazadhri): Sir, I rise to offer my congratula- 
tions to the Finance Minister for the very sound Budget that he has pre- 
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pared in the extremely short time at his disposal. The Budget has to be 
judged within the limitations of our resources and under the present 
circumstances it is inevitably an austerity Budget. The Finance Minister 
has tried to cut the expenditure to the bone and had also tried to scrounge 
small savings here and there as was inevitable under the existing circum- 
stances, 


Finance, Sir, is not something independent of policy. Itis only an 
expression of it. The policy of the House on the various departments 
aggregates itself into the annual Budget and the Finance Minister has cor- 
rectly surmized the views of the House when, even with the extremely 
meagre resources available to him, he has budgetted for expenditure of 
Rs. 26 lakhs more, and dearness allowance to the low paid employees. 
This is extremely heartening and is an excellent start considering our cir- 
cumstances, Similarly an additional provision of rupees 8 lakhs has been 
made for the Panchayats and that is a very wholesome feature of the 
Budget also. 


Sir, a major portion of the private capital available for investment 


in the State was lost at the time of the partition of the county: Lakhs of 
our brethren who had to leave the areas now cosntituting Pakistan, 
left a major portion af their savings there and could bring with them only 
a very small portion of it, then even those savings have been exhausted 
by them because they have been living on their savings for the last 4 or 5 
years. Therefore, we have been passing through a period when capital for- 
mation had come to a standstill. On the other hand it woutd not be incor- 
rect to state that the private capital available for investment in the State 
has actually undergone destruction. The contemplated Industrial Finance 
Corporation, I think, Sir, is a step in the right direction and I have every 
hope that under the vigilant stewardship of the Finaace Minister, this 
Corporation will fuction effectively and meet at least a part of the require- 
ments of the Stace. 


I have, Sir, the honour of representing an area which can be termed 
as an “industrial area”. With the paper, starch, engineering, vanaspati 
and utensil—making factories and with the new industrial township and 
the new railway workshop, Jagadhrimay well aspire to be the indus- 
trial capital of the Punjab. It is only natural, therefore, that I should view 
the present Budget in the light of its effect on the industries of the State. 
The new tax on passengers and the goods to be carried by road transport 
by lorries is going to affect the industries in the State in an extremely 
adverse manner, Sir, I would like to mention here that road transport 
to-day is playing an extremely important part in bringing raw materials 
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to the factories and in carrying the finished products to the market. 
Rail transport has not even in part recovered from the strain which the 
last War put on itand therefore, the supply of wagons even today 
is inadequate, erratic and irregular. This gap has been very successe 
fully filled by road transport both privately owned and publicly owned. 
The new tax is, therefor, going to hit the industry twice over. It is going 
to increase the landed cost of the raw materials at the factory sites 
and it is similarly going to increase the price of the finished products at 
the market destinations. It will thus, Sir, load the dice against the 
industry inthe State and4n favour of the industries outside the State 
whose competition we have to face. 


Then, Sir, there is the question of labour. I feel that the provision 
of Rs. 30 thousand for six new welfare centres is wholly inadequate. After 
all more funds could and should have been found for labour welfare. 
The importance of labour welfare and of contentment of workers cannot be 
over-emphasized in a modern State, Labour and enterprise are two wheels 
on which the chariot of prosperity can move. While dealing with labour 
welfare, Sir, I would like to pause for a moment to emphasise the need 
for providing family planning facilities in labour areas, 1 suggest that 
civil hospitals particularly in labour areas should be equipped to function 
as family planning centres. Apart from the needs of the industrial parts 
of the constituency that I represent, I plead for a high school for girls 
in Jagadhri. There is one Government high school for boys and six 
Municipal schools in Jagadhri. The need for a girls school, therefore, 
is being felt very acutely. Sir, Buria is another part of my constituency 


©». eereeseve 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. Can an hon. 
Member read his speech. 


Mr. Speaker. My eyes cannot pierce through these benches. 
However, I presume he is referring to his notes. 


Shri Dev Datt Puri: Sir, I was pleading the cause of Buria when 
T was suddenly interrupted by my hon. Friend. I was stating, Sir, that 
Buria today isin ruins and while there is an acute shortage of housing 
accommodation all over the country, it is a tragic fact that the houses in 
Buria are in such a dilapidated state of disrepair that they are not being 
occcupied, The main reason is that there are no adequate means of earn- 
ing livelihood available to the rcsidents of Buria and its distance from 
rail head isa primary handicap. I, therefore, plead, Sir, that the Governe 
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ment transport service should be extended from Jagadhri to ‘Buria and 
the need for electrifying Buria should also be kept in view while the 
programme for electrification of these areas is being drawn up. 


Now, Sir, I wish to refer to the loans position of our Stete, which 
presents extremely grave picture. The financial year opens witha total 
indebtedness of Rs. 58,01,84,000. After allowing for repayment of 93 lakhs, 
it is expected to close at Rs. 83,81,84.000. We are increasing our indebt- 
edness by 51°36%. Sir, the burden of repayment of these loans and even of 
the recurring payment of interests presents a very gloomy picture. The 
only redeeming feature as far as the current financial year is concerned, is 
that by and large the loan this year is going to be acquired for productive 
purposes. 


Another source of hope and good cheer is a very whoelsome an- 
nouncement—a welcome announcement, made by the Government of India, 
that the compensation in respect of urban property left behind in Pakis- 
tan by refugees is going to be made in the current financial year. 


I hope that the suggestions made by me will receive due censidera- 
tion and with these words, Sir, I conclude my speech, 


Mr. Speaker: The time may be curtailed to 10 minutes for each 
hon. Member who wants to speak, since the number of members who 


wish to speak is large. - 


Sardar Mota Singh: Speeches may not be stopped, We have 
another day for this purpose. | 


Shri Kesho Das (Pathankot) (Hindi): Sir, I want to bring to the 
notice of this House that the area around Pathankot is hilly, People have 
to fetch water for drinking purposes from distances of 4 to 5 miles. 
Practically they waste the whole of their day in bringing water. The 
water can be made available to the people of 15 villages of that area in 
case Government arranges to supply it from Shahpur by the lift system. 


Further, Sir, Pathankot is situated at a distance of 52 miles from 
Dalhousie and there is not even a single high school in the whole area 
between these two towns. The students of that area have to face a great 
hardship in tne absence of a high school. I, therefore, request the hon. 
Minister for Education to take steps at a very early date to opena high 
school in that area. | 


Then, Sir, seven feet deep silt has settled in the canal which has 
\ 
been taken out from the Madhupur Headworks. Many a time, the waters 


has over flown its banks, in spite of the fact that Government had raised 
N 
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its banks by 6 feet. Therefore, it is requested that river Ravi be linked 
with river Beas so that this settling of silt may be avoided. 


Now, Sir, so far as this Budget is concerned, it does not benefit the 
poor classes. The poor masses have been further taxed. The Govern- 
ment could raise its income by the nationalization of Motor transport. 
In the end, I again request the hon, Ministers to make a larger provision 
for the poor classes of the people. 


I want, Sir, that the distinction between the rich and the poor 
should be reduced to its minimum. Asa matter of fact the burden upon 
the weak shoulders of the poor should be lightened. This can be done 
in various ways. One of them is that the taxes on the articles manu- 
factured in the cities should be utilized for the benefit of the urban 
population and the taxes on commodities produced in villages should be used 
for the uplift of the villagers and the poor farmers. I believe, Sir, that 
the rights of the urban population should be ensured to them while those 
of the villagers should in no case be denied to them. 


Shri Ram Parkash (Molana) (Hindi); Sir, I wish to draw the 
attention of the hon, Members to the plight of Harijans. So far, during 
discussion on the Budget, nobody has placed before the house the view 
point of this backward class. (An hon. Member: The Government 
has given you a Minister.) Of course, we have a Minister in the 
cabinet but the less said about him the better, Anyhow, here I wish to 
point out that since long we have been hoping that when our National 
Government come into power the Harijans would progress rapidly. But 
we find that in spite of the fact that independence was achieved five years 
back no steps have been taken to ameliorate the lot of this section of our 
population. The hon. Ministers go to the villages and make promises of 
various kinds but nothing substantial comes out of them. The poor 
Harijans are where they were. Things are done for them on paper only. 
In villages most of the Harijans are cultivators. For instance, in Ambala 


District about eighty per cent Harijans work on land. Sometime back 
the Congress accepted the principle of abolishing the zamindari system. 


It was decided that only the cultivators should own land. But in spite of 
such loud professions the ejectment of tenants has been going on with the 
result that there is unemployment and the poor people are driven from 
door to door. In the villages the difficulties of the poor Harijans are 
increased by the consolidation officers who do not give lands to the 
Harijans. The population is increasing day by day but no land is 
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provided for them. In the process of consolidation the land of the poor 
Harijans is also being taken up. 


As regards services it is said that fifteen percent of the posts are 
reserved for the Harijans. Butin practice they are ignored because they 
have no ‘sifarish. In the State of Punjab I do not think that there is any 
Harijan Gazetted Officer. 1 would urge upon the Government the 
desireability of taking practical steps in employing Harijans in the Govern- 
ment Departments. In the Upper House we find that no Harijan has been 
taken. At least fifteen percent Members should be from among the 
Harijans. 


Mr. Speaker: Please, do not discuss the Upper House here. 


Shri Ram Parkash : Another matter to which the attention of the 
House need to be drawn is the question of issuing arms licences in the 
State. The Government is of the view that only those persons should be 
given licences who possess some property to defend. But in my opinion 
this is a wrong notion. It is not property alone which needs protection. 
Life and honour are also the things which are at present not safe in the 
rural areas, I, therefore, request the Government to issue licences for 
arms to Harijans also, at least to the extent of fifteen percent. 


Another submission, which it will not be out of place to make, is 
that financial help should be given to the Harijans. They should be 
given loans with which they may be in a position to do some trade or 
business. They should be given land for cultivation. Itis regretable 
that at present, not to say of giving them lands, they are being even 
ejected from the lands which they have been cultivating. The ordinance 
which was promulgated some time back has not been able to check their 

æ ejectments. In Ferozepore only recently two tenants were shot dead. 

This state of affairs is deplorable and it should end soon. In this 

Budget a sum of rupees five lakhs has been provided for the Harijans. 

= This amount is inadequate. I suggest that at least twenty lakhs should 
be provided for them. 


Another matter to which I would like to make a brief reference is 
the condition of roads in the area of Tehsil Jagadhri in Ambala district. 
Here, there are certain villages inhabitants of which have never seen a 
motor bus, not to speak of a railway train. There are not even roads 
in some ilaqas. In some others the few roads that exist are badly kept 
and, therefore, are unserviceable, In Chhachhrauli the condition of roads 
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is very unsatisfactory. I strongly urge upon the Government the 
imperative necessity of paying attention to this grievance of the people 
of thisilaqa. With these words I resume my seat. 


Shri Kanhya Lal Butail (Palampur) (Hindi) : Sir, in the first place 
I would like to speak in connection with the Hissar Famine. The Provin- 
cial Government has given by way of relief 65 lakhs of rupees in spite of 
the fact that it was not provided in the Budget. This amount is consider- 
ed by the residents of Hissar to be inadequate. Ways and means should, 
therefore, be found to increase this sum so that it becomes sufficient for 
the purpose, It has been suggested that the Government of India should 
also be approached in this matter. Somehow or other the cattle wealth of 
our State should be saved from extinction. It is a matter of common 
knowledge that the cattle of Hissar are a fine type. Efforts should be 
made to send them to other areas so that they muy not die of starvation 
in Hissar, the owners will then be able to sell their cattle and the respon- 


sibilities of the Government will then decrease. 


Another submission which I would like to make is that more canals 
should be dug in Punjab so that we may be in a position to produce more 
focdgrains. ln this matter, itis gratifying to note, that our Government 
is doing its utmost. A number of canals are being dug throughout the 
State. Butit is regrettable that no such arrangements are made in the 
backward district of Kangra, In that ilaqa the ‘kuhls’ are not properly 
kept. The Government should pay heed to the condition of ‘kuhls’ in 
Kangra District because that is the chief means by which irrigation is 
carried on there. They should be properly maintained «nd even improved. 


In the District of Kangra much cin be done to extend the irrigation 
facilities and increase production, I would request the Government to 
pay full attention to the fact that in that district kuhls are very useful for 
crops, vegetables, fruits, Tea, herbs, Leazal, Fish, and Pyrethren etc. etc. 
Many more industries can be started with the water power. The condi- 
tion of roads and bridges should also be improved so that the people may 
know what their national Government is doing forthem. In the Budget 
of 1944 provision was made for the repair and construction of bridges and 
kuhls. But no appreciable progress has been made in this direction. A 
liberal provision should now be made for this purposc. 


Now that Dharamsala-Palampur road is ready for use, it may be 
stated that the public has liberally contributed towards the constructon 
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of this road. Not only this, Even those persons who have never treaded 
on this road, have extended appreciable financial help for this purpose. 
The outstanding donors are Shri Rajparmukh of Pepsu and Lala 
Jodha Mal Kuthalia. But it is a pity that while private persons have 
given and are giving monetary help for constructing and maintaining this 
road our benign Government is silent over this matter, It has 
not moved even its little finger in making any provision for the construc- 
tion of this road. The damaged road bridge on Nangal and Buner rivers 
should be repaired without any delay. 


Then I have to draw the attention of the Government to a very 
vital matter. Inthe whole of the Kangra District, right from Mandj 
to places situated hundreds of miles away, there is not one bridge over 
The public is experiencing a great difficulty for want 
of a good bridge over the Beas. In this connection I may point out 
that in the Budget of 1947, a provision was made by the Government 
for the purpose of constructing a bridge over the Beas at Dehra Gopipur. 
But the bridge was never constructed and even the amount provided in 
the Budget of 1947 disappeared in the Budget of 1948. I fail to under- 
stand where that amount went or why it was not utilized when it was 
specifically earmarked for the construction of a bridge over the Beas, I 
would, therefore, impress upon the Government the imperative need of 
making a provision in the Budget for the construction of such a bridge. 
T hope and trust that while the Government will be providing money 
for the construction of roads in the Kangra District, it will not overlook 
the dire need of the public in the matter of constructing a bridge over 
the Beas. | 


Then, Sir, a good deal of money is being wasted on setting up 
colonies of refugees and building houses for them at places where they 
I would advise the Government to 


the river Beas. 


can find no means of livelihood. 
avoid this huge waste of funds and select only those places for colonisa- 
tion of refugees, which are in proximity to industrial areas. This will 
go a long way in rehabilitating them because they will be able to find 
employment and make their ends meet, No useful purpose will be 
served by constructing houses in lonely places where, or near about of 
Which, no means of livelihood are available. I hope Government will . 
keep this point in view in the matter of building colonies for the 
refugees. 


There is one more point to which I wish to draw the attention of 
the Government. That is that at the time of the formation of Standing 


Advisory Committee provisions should be made to include in them 
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experts in Soap, nuts, herbs, Kuth, Tea, Wool, Shellac etc., hides, bones = 
and spinning and weaving. In Nurpur Tehsil there are about four j 
thousand artisans or workers who have been rendered jobless due to. the 1 
disappearance of wool industry, which was being run by Muslims who 


migrated to Pakistan after the partition. I would request the Govern- od 
ment to make arrangement for the import of skilled wool artisans from 
Kashmir and start the wool and Pushmina industry there so that these E 
poor four thousand spinners who are starving at present, may be provided 
with employment. ‘ 


In the end I would suggest to the Government that it should take 
active interest in the development of the Kangra District. It abounds in 
pleasant hill resorts. If these places are developed, tourists will be 

| attracted and thus add to the revenues of the Government. Some places 
| in Kangra District muy be chosen for the starting of Community Projects 
! so that some improvement may be made in this backward District. 


Shri Daulat, Ram (Kaithal) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, it is generally a 
habit with the detractors of the Government to ignore the good. points in 
a Budget and in their zeal to criticise it they look at it only from one 

angle of vision, They try to assess the value of a Budget by employing ee 
the measuring rod of economic improvement of the poorest sections of | 
the people of the State. Exactly this has been the attitude of my hon. 
Friends occupying the opposition benches. 
Well, Sir, I would say at the very outset that the manner in which 
this Budget has been framed is commendable. If I may be permitted to 
say so, this Budget can rightly be called a “ Poor man’s Budget ”. The 
hon. Finance Minister deserves our hearty congratulations for presenting 
a Budget which cares more for the betterment of the poor rather than 
the rich section of the people. I will try to show that this Budget is not ~ 
at alla rich man’s Budget, as is being stated by the hon. Members 


opposite, ma 
Sardar Chanan Singh: Then the hon. Member has not read it 
thoroughly. 


Shri Daulat Ram : I would ask my hon. Friend to hear me patient- 
ly and then pass such remarks. Well, Sir, I was going to submit that i 
the hon. Finance Minister, while keeping in view the finances of the 
State, has endeavoured to provide the maximum benefit possible to the 


poorer classes of the State. 
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Now the poor people of the State can be placed under three cate- 
gories. The labourers working in the towns come under the first category 
and the labourers working in the fields belong to the second category. 
The third category consists of the low paid Government servants. Now 
we have to see how an effort has been made by the Government to im- 
prove their lot. In this connection I would draw. the attention of the 
House to the enhancement of dearness allowance by 5 rupees to which 
all Government servants drawing Rs. 100 or below per month will be- 
com: entitled. This is really a commendable effort to help the poor. But 
my hon. Friends over there have not taken kindly to this proposal, With- 
out caring to look at our financial position, they say that these Govern- 
ment servants should be exalted to the skies and brought at par with 
other high paid sections of the Government servants. We should talk 
only of such things as are within the range ‘of possibility, I may assure 
them that the Government has done for the poor people all that could 
be done under the present circumstances. 


Now so far as the town labourers are concerned, the establishment of 
the Industrial Finance Corporation is a welcome piece of news, Obviously 
a large number of factories will be set up with the help of this Corpora= 
tion which will provide work to the town labouring classes, thus helping 


‘them to lead a life of happiness and contentment, 


As regards the other class of poor people who live in villages, I wish 
to point out to those hon. Members who said that they had been given no 
relief, that whenever some beneficial scheme is chalked out, its ultimate 
results are kept in view. Such schemes are bound to take time but the 


results achieved through them are of a permanent nature. The Community 
Projects are one of those schemes which will bring about development in 
the rural areas, In addition to this, the Government is going to give 
wider powers to the Panchayats. When that proposal assumes a practical 
shape, much of the money which the villagers spend in litigation will be 
saved. This money, which in the words of one of my hon. Friends goes 
to the cities, will remain in the villages. 


Our Government is taking another very useful step in nationalizing 
road transport. This should be done as quickly as possible. This will 
give great relief to the poor people. The nationalization of Text-books, 
which the Government has undertaken is another very useful step. 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri (Adampur) (Hindi): Sir, I am 
sorry that I have been given a very short time for expressing my views, 
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In order to form a correct opinion about a country’s Budget, it is 


necessary to examine it in respect of two things. First of all, we have- 


to see if the Budget aims at bringing about progress and prosperity in 
the country, and if so, how far it can help the country in moving in 
that direction. Then, Sir, the financial position of a country depends 
upon its income and also upon its expenditure. Income depends upon 


the resources and we have to see that the revenues are not raised in- 


such a manner as to cause undue hardship to the people. As regards 
expenditure, it should result in the equal good of all the people. One 
class of people should not be benefited at the cost of the others. The 
success of an administration depends on all the needs of the people 
being paid proper attention. 

Now, I shall go into some details. The hon. Minister for Finance 
has taken great pains inthe preparation of this Budget, I congratu- 
late him on not imposing new taxes. But the only new tax which he 


has imposed is of a very obnoxious nature. I would have preferred 


a deficit of fifty lakhs of rupees to this tax on passengers and goods 
being imposed. If this tax had not been imposed, I would have had no 
complaint against this Budget. The hon. Minister for Finance should 
have boldly stated that he was presenting a deficit Budget but that he 
did not propose to impose any new tax. 

If. the hon, Minister for Finance had been present in the House 
now, I would have liked to say afew wordsin regard to the resent- 
ment expressed by him on account of my speech regarding famine in 
Hissar. He enquired from me as to how many times I visited the 
effected villages in Hissar. I want to tell him that I paid ten times 
more visits than he did. No doubt the hon. Minister for Finance, 
the hon. Minister for Revenue and Development, Comrade Ram Chandra 
and others visited Hissar and tried to acquaint themselves with the 
conditions prevailing there, but the officials of that place did not place 
the true and real facts before them. They were misled into believing 
that the things were not so bad as stated by some people. The hon. 
Finance Minister asked me why I did not go in the Deputy Commissioner’s 
car. I wish to tell him that I did not want to come under the influence 
of the Deputy Commissioner by travelling as his guest. I wanted to 
make an independant enquiry. I did not go alone, All the prominent 
people of the area were there. My hon, Friend Captain Ranjit Singh 
was present at the meeting, It should not be thought that like the 
hon. Ministers, I also toured along the pucca roads only. I went on 
foot into the interior of the district. 
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Coming to the taxation system, a number of ways and means of 
augmenting the revenues of the State, suggest themselves to my mind. 


There are, in my opinion, some of the least obnoxious and objection- 
able measures. There is, for instance, the tax on luxury goods which are 
not used by the poor. Government would be well advised to resort 
to this kind of taxation and in cases where it is already charged enhance 
it. Then there is another source of revenue, namely, (Death Duties— 
a tax levied at the time of the partition of a family’s property, on the 
death of a holder which can profitably be levied by our Government along 
with the Central Government which is perhaps already levying it. This tax 
was first introduced in Germany and is now being levied in all the 


Western countries. 


Moreover, our Government should also insist on having 
a larger share of the divisible pool of incomestax., All this addi- 
tional money should be utilized for the promotion of education, relief 
and rehabilitation of displaced persons, starting industries to remove 
unemployment and welfare of labour. ‘I think instead of taxing the poor 
poople travelling in buses, some such methods of augmenting the revenues 
of the State should have been resorted to. (Cheers from Opposition 


Benches.) 


Then I feel that the provision made for Community Projects is 
inadequate and thus there is a likelihood of their not proving as great 
a success as most of us would wish. We desire these projects to set 
a standard like that of the early projects started in Russia but it appears 
they will fall below the ideal. | Moreover, places situated in backward 
areas which were in the greatest need of development should, have been 
the first to be selected as the venues of these projects. 


g Even today we have the same old bureaucratic, corrupt and slow mov- 
ing ackministrative machinery as was left as a legacy to us by the British. 
There fhas been no appreciable change in it. We never wanted this 
machitery to be given a new lease of life after the attainment of Indepen- 
dencey On the other hand we were looking forward to the time when 
we would have a revolutionary administration for our country. But alas |! 
Our hopes were belied | The same old corruption, bribery, and high- 
ism continue to prevail in our services. I do not say all the officers: 
f this trand, Making due allowance for honest and efficient 
s, I would say that 95 per cent of them are undoubtedly corrupt. 
of order, order.) 
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Mr. Speaker : The hon! Member'may now wind up. 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri : Kindly permit me to speak 
for a few minutes more. Now, Sir, 1 have to say a few important things 
in regard to two departments, namely, Rehabilitation and consolidatign. 
Our respected Financial Commissioner, Mr. P. N. Thapar, who is present 
here today..........0 | | ee. ae 


Minister for Development: On a point of order, Sir. He cannot. 
take notice of any person sitting in the gallery. | 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri: I am just going to express my 
feelings of gratitude and respect for that gentleman. 


Minister for Development : Sir, I have to repeat that he should 
not take notice of any person sitting in the gallery. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: Ona.point of order, Sir. Ifa member 
goes wrong or does anything against the rules, is it for the Speaker to stop 
him and give the ruling or is it for the members to prompt you to take 
notice of it and give a certain ruling ? 


Mr. Speaker : I am always in the hands of the members. (Laughter.) 
But when Professor Sahib speaks, no points of order and rules of pro- 
cedure apply to him. (More laughter). 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri: Thank you for this compli- 
ment, I was going to express briefly my sense of appreciation of the 
excellent work done by the Rehabilitation Department. It really deserves 
our praise and commendation. Had a few mistakes been avoided by it at 
the priliminary stage which were later on rectified, the work would have 
finished much sooner. A few words about Consolidation ue ool 


I have done, 
= 


Mr. Speaker : No more, please. You have had enough time, 


(The Assembly them adjourned till 2 p.m. on Thursday, the 
June, 1952). 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Thursday, Ith June, 1952, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber. Stmla, at 2 p.m, of the 
Clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Char. 


QUESTION HOUK, 


Mr. Speaker: Asit is the desire of the hon. Members to take 
part in the general discussion of the Bridget, I dispense with the 


Question Hour today. 


PRIVILEGE MOTION, 
Mr. Speaker : Petore we proceed with the debate T wish to bring 
to the notice of the House that Shri Prahodh Chandra wishes to move a 
privilege motion regarding his complaint against some newspapers for 
publishing a news item which appears to be neither correct nor proper. 
Tt has been requested by the hon. Member that the matter be referred 
to the Committee on Privileges set up by the House. But T am of the 


view that thismatter should not he stretched to that length as so far our 


relations with the Press have been happy and cordial. [ would, however, 
point out to the Press that whereas it expects a friendly treatment from 
us we also expect in return that it should treat the hon. Membere of this 
House with proper respect. So whenever any press correspondents desire 
to have anthentic news abont a certain matter relating to the Assembly, 
they can approach me or my Secretary. We are at their service and they 


need not indulge in speculations regarding this House. I would, there- 
fore, request the hon. Member not to press for reference of this matter 


to the Committee on Privileges and treat the matter as dropped. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: In view of the Chair's assurance, T 
withdraw my complaint. 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


Mr. Speaker: J have received notice of an adjouenment 
motion but T rule it out of order and disallow it, 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitiz ' 
Panjab ` ony 


(5)2 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY figth June, 1952] 
Sardar Chanan Singh : May I read it out? _ . 


Mr. Speaker: When it has been disallowed, the question of 
reading it out does not arise. The hon. Members must have 


noticed in the Press that a news item states that when Professor 


Mota Singh is speaking there are no rules binding him and 


mo points of order can be raised during the course of his speech. 
I hope the hon Members know that it was said in a lighter vein we 


and not meant to be taken seriously, 
GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGE? 


Sardar Gopal Singh (Jagraon) (Punjabi): Sir, it gives me 
a great pleasure to see a capable and an experienced gentleman in the 
person of Sardar Ujjal Singh oecapying a Treasury Bench as Finance 
Minister of the State of Punjab. But I regret to note that the 7 -2 
atmosphere in which he has the bad-iuek to be placed, ia such that 
he would not be in a position to do anything useful for the people. Sir, 
sometime back you were pleased to convey in a letter that it was your 
earnest desire to see thatin India all communities should eschew 
communalism and work togctler for the uplift of the people as a whole 
snd erezte 4 nation in this country. But the conditions in our country 
are such thar even after the attainment of freedom, communalism has 


not been liquidated as expected. On the other hand it is.on the increase. - > 


In my opinion lakhs of rupees which our Government is 
spending on General Administration, Justice and Police will go waste if 
communatism is allowed to go unvurbed, It makes no difference 


whether it is the communalism of the majority or that of the minority. 


ia patie nies e Rien apes a sae reparation 


Sardar Chanan Singh so ask for leave tu make a motion for the adjournment of es 
the business of the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 


namely, the grievance of shopkeepers of Simla against the oppressive behaviour 


‘S local officers. resulting in their hartal on 7th June, 1952. 
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1 wish to give instances of the way in which certain sections of the 
population are being treated. In 1948 the order, by which 25% of 
the services were reserved for ex-servicemen, was withdrawn on the 


ground that it was against the spirit of the Constitution. Put, Sir, it is- 
eommon knowledge that, in fact, it was an excuse for denying an 
opportunity to those ex-servicemen who happenned to belong to an 
outstanding martial community of the Punjab. Is this action of the 
Government not born of rank commimnalism ? Then a ecirenlar has 
v been issued that ex-servicemen should not be given preference in the 
matter of recruitment to the police. Previously, all soldiers np to the 
rank of Snbedar Majors were exempted from the payment of licence 
fees but new it has been decided to charge licence fees from them even. 
The Government has declared and the Governor has also made a reference 
to it in his Address that the motor transport wil] be nationalised. I think 
all these moves have an ulterior motive behind them. To my mind it 
is nothing but communalism, Tt should be noted that there are 
about seventy-five motor tranaport companies in the State. They were 
set up by the poor operat-rs who had to strain every nerve 
for bringing them to a strong footing. They soid their lands 


and whatever small capital they managed to gather they invested 
in the companies. The Government says that it has made a profit of 


6 lakhs of rupees through the State-owned buses but the facts are that 
the Government owns onlv 180 buses in all. If these buses were 


run by the private companies then the Government wonld have 
r realized] the cost of the same from these companies by way of permit 
fees at the rate of Rs. 700/- per bus, amounting to Rs. 1,26,000 the sales 


tax on petrol amounting to Rs. 1,23,187 at the rate of annas three 
per gallon, sales tax on the cost of tyres and tubes ete. amounting to 
Rs 39,375. Sales tax on the cost of buses is Rs. 28,125. Income Tax 
amounts to Rs. 2,779. The Government-owned buses are not paying 
S any of these taxes while the private companies do pay all these taxes 
to the Government every year. How under these circumstances could 
ae the Government say.that it has made profit worth rupees 6 lakhs ? 
That is absolutely incorrect, 
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I find that the conditions have deteriorated since the nationlization 
of transport. Formerly, the bus-fare from Jullundur fo Amritsar used 
to be Re. 1/- per head, but after nationalization it was raised to Rs. 1/9. 
In addition to this, the passengers have to pay at the rate of two armas 
per package for loading or unloading of their luggage. The private 
bus companies load as well as unload the luggage of passengers free 
of any charge. The Government has constructed no suitable stands to 
protect the passengers from sun and rain. If anybody asks for ». time- 
tahle, he is told that the buses leave after every ten or fifteen minntes 
and that there is no printed time-table. Private bus companies have 
made much better arrangements for the convenience of passengers. 
They have printed time-tables and their service is very punctual. 
Ifa visit is paid to seme bns stands of the Rupar Transport Company 
one would be reminded of the bus service in Chicago and New York, 
The demands of the private transport operators are very reasonable, 
They ask for the appointment of an impartial Tribunal cousisting of 
one representative of the operators, one representative of the 
Government and one High Court Judge. If that Tribunal comes to 
the conelusion that in the interests of the public, transport should be 
nationalized, the operators would accept this decision without any 
demur. They further complain that the resolution passed by the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly on the 9th March, 1950 is being violated. 
Another ching whieh the operators demand is that the Government order 
asking them not to charge less fare than what has been fixed by the 
Government, should be withdrawn, If the nationalization scheme 


is based on some communal considerations, this still more undesirable. 


Now [ come to the case of ftfarijans. We find in the Budget that 
the amount earmackel for the uplift of Harijan, has been incressed 
from rnpees one lakh to five lakhs, [I may point ont that the entire 


social system in this country is so obnoxions and rotten that it cannot 


he reformed hy setting aside a few lakhs of rupees. India is the only 
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cmmtry inthe world where one-third of the population con sists of 


y 


those persons whose very sight or touch is considered enough to 
pollute the people. This evil, which has existed for thousands of years 
in this country cannot be eradicated by spending five lakhs of rupees. 
Then, Sir, fifteen per cent posts in Government offices were reserved 
for Harijans bat not more than two per cent of them have been 
employed. The matter does not stop here. In reply to my question 
about the number cf Harijans among the gazetted officers in the 
k State it was stated by the Government that suitable Harjans were 
not available. It is perhaps considered enough to address them by 
dignified names. For instance, a barber is addressed as ‘Raja’ and 
this is considered sufficient to please him. Similarly, a sweeper, 
who citans latrines and drains is addressed as Jamadar and Le feels happy. 
We are described as Harijans. May I know, why are we called Harijans? 
‘ Harijan? means the son of God. If we are the sons of God and others 
are also the sens of God, how do we differ from others $? Moreover, the 
y word Harijan bas very undesirable connotation, in Sonth Tadia, 
there is a custom of offering girls at the temples. Some of these girls, 
who are known as Devdasis, lead an immoral life. Their illegitimate ehild- 
ren are also known as Harijans. F, therefore, protest against our being 
desevibed as Harijans. Either we are untouchables and “ miserables ” 
in the literal sense of these words, or we are Indians. If we are consider- 
ed to be untouchables. we shall see whether we want to live in this 


. country as slaves or we want an independnet country for ourselves. 


i shall ask the Guvernment to accord us better treatment and to give 


us our share of fifteen per cent in the services. 


This year, an increase of rupees four lakhs has been made in 
the grant for the Industries Department. I wish to point out that 
communalism is rampant in that Department. Before partition, nine 
officers in this department belonged to the majority community and six- 

S to the minority community. Out of the 1200 officers appointed after 


the partition only 120 belong to the minority community. T shall request 
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the Government to take action against the communal-minded officers. kaj 
We are dubbed as members of a communal organisation. T shall ask the 

Government to arrange for the teaching of Tamil and Telegu in our P~ 
achools, so that if we go to the South we may be able to understand 
the language of the people living there. I happened to go to Trivandrum 
and Trichnoply but I found myself quite a stranger there. I felt as 
if 1 wasin some foreign land because the language of that place was 
unintelligible to me. I assert that we are true nationalists and as a wv 
proof of that we demand that along with Hindi and Punjabi, the teaching 
of ïouth Indian languages should also be introduced in our schools. 
Is it a communal demand? Are not those persons communalists who 
asked tac people to atate Hindi and not Ponjabi as their mother tongue 
at the time ofthe consus eperations ? Are not these people commu- 
nalists, who are born in Punjab, speak Punjabi and yet are determined 
to annihilate the Punjabi language from the State ? Now | 
take the case of the Veterinary Department, Before the partition there 
were two Hindu, two Muslim aud two Sikh officers in the Hissar 
Cattle Farm. What is the position now ? Out of the six officers, five 


belong to the majority community and one to the minority community. 
Mr. Speaker : In my opinion it js not a desirable topic, 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Sir, I am not describing any particular 


community as communal minded. If we are not pérmitted to state 


the truth and the present state of affairs is allowed to continue, a stage : 
will come when the situation will become very dangerous. The officers 
of any community can be communal-minded. T want the government to 


take stern action against all commiunal-minded officers, irrespective of 


community to which they belong. The Veterinry Department started 
several schemes. Dairy Development Scheme was prepared but later 


on it was abandoned. What was the cause of that change of RS 
decision ? In the research staff, as against five officers belonging 


to the majority community there is only one from the minority 


inal with; 
hjab Vidhan Sabha 
itized by; 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET (5)7 


community. Is it not communalism ? I shall request the Government 


to eradicate this evil from all its departments. 


It may be stated even at the cost of repetition that there are 
some commnnal-minded officers in certain departments who are out to 


exterminate all members of a particular community. The Deputy Co- 
miniss‘oner of Hissar, in whose praise the Minister for Finance had 
waxed eloquent is, so far as our information goes, a rank communal- 
F ist and is responsible for doing great injustices to members of the 


community other ihan that to which he belongs. 
Minister for Development: This is absolutely incorrect. 


Sardar Gopal Singh : Well, that is the information that we 
have got. T.ct the hon. Minister prove it to be wrong. Well, Sir, the 
character rolis of officials belonging to a particular community who are 
serving in this district are heing deliberately spoiled with a view to having 


+ excuses to punish them in one way or the other. An officer who was doing 
satisfactory work in Sirsa Division has been transferred from there with- 
out any rhyme or reason simply because he happened to be a member 
of a particular co a, There is a regular conspiracy to crush all 
the officers belonging to a certain community serving in this district. 
This is aimed against the Government Cattle Farm Officer, District ` 
Civil Supplies Organiser, District Food Cor.troller, S.D.O. Sirsa Division 
and Superintendent D. C's office. Instead of allowing these officers 

pe to be harassed on the testim ny ani evidence of persons of doubtful 

character who are hand ia glove with the conspirators, would it not be - 


hetter if the Government appoints an impartial Committees or Commiss- 


jon to go into the matter and find out who is at fault? Truth will surely 


come out if his is dune and a sifting enquiry made. Such instances | 

of undue victimization of persons of 8 particular community can be 
7 | easily multiplied. [am ħere reminded of a case relating to the Veteri- 

nary Department. A very efficient officer who was ineharge of the Dairy 


Section had done commendable work was removed from that post for 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


D i 
p J 


Ori 


inal with; 


(5)8 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [19th June, 1952] 
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no other reason than that he belonged to a particular community. 
This officer was responsible for raising the profit from the dairy section 
from Rs. 6000/. in 1945-46, to Re. 49,000/ in 1948-49. When he was 
transferred from there, the income again started falling off. Now l 
want to tell the House what happened with Sardar Gurdia! Singh Man, 


Sub Divisional Officer at Sirsa, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Sir, it has been a beautiful conven- 
tion of this House not to discuss anything savouring of communalism 
and in spite of the repeated rulings of the Chair to this effect, the hon. 
Member is propagating communaliam on the floor of this House. 


Sardar Gopal Singh : [ am not propagating Ġommnnalism. 
I am telling yon to stop it. 7 


Mr. Speaker : Please avoid mentioning officers by name. 
Sardar Gopal Singh : In regard to relief operations being 

carried out by the Government in Hissar, Í may inform the Government 

that the money shown as being spent onthe unloading of fodder is 


going into the pockets of the officials entrusted with this work. The 


unloading work is, in fact, got done hv the regniar labour ct Hissar 


Cattle Farm and not hy any speciaily bired labour. 
to hsve been paid as wages for this work has been misapproyy iated, 


The money alleged 


Moreover.. false accounts are being prepared about the quantity of 
fodder received and distributed Contract for suppiy of fodder worth 
rupees eighty thousand were given to some local persons because the 


officers concerned were interested in them, The proper procedure in such 
matters is to call for tenders through advertisements in the newspapers 


but in this case it was conveniently ignored, 


Coming to the Police Department, Lam constrained to remark that 


it is s great injustice to the people of Karnal district to burden 
them wich punitive police posts. I find that the Government has 


posted 21 such panitive posts in 2} villages of this district which are 


Instead of taking the ineMfieien: 


moathy inhabited by poor refugees, S 
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x police staff to task for increase in the incidence of crime, these poor 
people are being made a scapegoat. Thousands of rupees are being 
realized from them in the form of fines as if to make an offering to ths 

4 policé on a silver plate. Here is a hand. bill issued by the District 
Refugees Association in which it is mentioned that fine amounting to 
Rs. 76 thousand has been imposed on these poor villagers ! I would 
like to read out a sentence from it. They have called it ‘the new favour 


< of the Congress Government.’ 


Mr. Speaker : Please continue with -your speech and don’t 
read anything from any poster, 


Sardar Gopal Singh : Nowa few words-about ‘the Electricity 
Department. So' faras our information goes, more communalism is 
rampant in this Department than in.any other. Here there is a regular 
conspiracy to exterminate persons belonging to a particular community. 
y There are some posts in this Department which carry a special allowance. 

All these posts have been given to persons professing a particular reli- 
gion while their compeers of the other community are not allowed to 
draw this allowance, There are 4 posts of Under-Secretazies ; all these 
four posts are held by persons belonging to the majority community. 
All these posts carry special allowances of Rs. 200 p.m. Is it not 


clear discrimination on grounds of religion 2 


a Minister for Local Government : On a point of order, 
Sir. Are you going to permit the revival in free India of the old prac- 
tice of Unionist. times of referring to the communal proportion in services, 


promotion of Hindu and Muslim officials and so on ? 


Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member is speaking in such a manner 
as to give the impression that he has some complaints against the 
ba Government and moreover he is not naming any community or officer 


and so I can’t help what heis saying. Still I would request him to 


avoid such matters. 
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a 


[Sardar Gopal Singh] 
Sardar Gopal S.ngh: Well, Sir, what I want to submit is that 40 per’ 


cent of the posts in the Head Office of the Electricity Department should 


be given to persons belonging to the minority community, (Voices : What 


does the‘hon. Members mean by a minority community t) Sir, obviously 
the Scheduled Castes come under the category of a minority community. 

Mr. Speaker: May I draw the attention of the hon. Member 
that the Constitution cf India does not permit of any discrimination 


on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. His 


suggestions, therefore, are clearly uliva vires of the Constitution. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Yes, Sir, I admit that the Constitution 
provides for such safeguards and that is why we cannot tolerate any 
discrimination between the communities in the matter of admission 
to services. J weuld request the Government to appoint two highly 
placed J.C.8. officers of different communities to make an inquiry into 
the affairs of the Electricity Department and whether due share is given 
to the members of the minority community or not. I would say tnat 
there isa sort of an organized conspiracy among the members of the 
majority community in this department to oust the members of the 
minority community. Is this state of affairs justified cr desirable ? 
We have already suffered heavily on account of harmful effects of 
communalism resulting from the vivisection of the country. We should, 
therefore, create such conditions in the State that the members of the 
minority community may not feel that anything is being forced upon 
them against their will. Obviously, we should adopt effective measures 


to get rid of communalism. But if our mouths are gagged and 


communélism is allowed to go unchecked cr unpunished then I may 


warn the Government that there will be a civil war in the State on 


such a colossal scale that what to talk of the Punjab Government 


even the Gevernment of India will not be able to control it. 


ee ee 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET Gin 


Shrimati Sita Devi : (Jullundur City South-East) (Hindi): 
Sir, I would like to make a few observations with regard to this Budget 
which the hon. Minister for Finance has presented to the House 
constituted under the new Constitution. This Ministry assumed office 
on the 17th April and nearly after two months this Budget has been 
placed before us. There is no denying the fact that athe present 
Ministry could not prepare this Budget strictly in accordance with its 
wishes but still the hon. Minister for Finance deserves to be 
congratulated on this Budget for what it is worth. Though there is noth- 
ing of an outstanding importance in the Budget yet there are 3 or 4 items 
in it which are indicative of the fact that the Ministry means business 
and really intends to do something for the good of the State. Its good 
intentions are distinctly visible from the fact it has increased the 
. dearness allowances of its employees drawing upto Rs. 100/- per 

mensem. Though the relief granted by the Government may not be 
y considered substantial yet: it reveals the solicitude of the Government 
to help the low-paid employees. It has also increased the pay of 
teachers though the increase is only nominal considering the high 
eost of living these days. The present Ministry could not bestow its 


careful thought on the Budget which was almost complete when this 


Ministry took over charge and thus it could make only a slight 
modifications here and there, I am sure it would frame its own policy 
incorporating in it all those thinge which do not find a place in the 

present Budget. Now I would like to make a few constructive 
suggestions for the consideration of the Government. During the 
pre-independence days the Congress used . to proclaim that if it accepted 

as wffice its Ministers would not draw more than Rs. 500/- per mensem, 
It must now take steps to implement that promise and fix the upper 

limit of the salary at Re. 1000/- per mensem in view f the high cost of 

d living these days. It is manifestly clear that the top-heavy 


e A 
administration is a great burden on the poor finances of the State. 


Before the partition there were only two Financial Commissioners but 
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now the number has been increased to three. Sometime back when x 
I was a member of the Resources and Retrenchment Committee it re- 


commended that this State could ill-afford, with its poor finances, to bear 


the burden of high salaries of these I, C. S. officers. This Government = 


took up the matter with the Central Government which was of the 
opinion that the salaries of the I. C. S. officers could n t be reduced 


uuder the contract. I would say that if the Government cannot touch 
the salary of these officers it should ask the Central Government to » 
withdraw these officers from this State asour Government is not ina 


position to bear the burden of these white elephants. i 


Beside this, I may draw the attention of the hon. Members to the 
fact that there were only two Financial Commissioners before partition i 
and the third Financial Commissioner has been appointed to look after | 
the work of the Grow-More Food department. The success of the Grouw- 
More-Food Scheme is not dependent upon the appointment of a highly f 
paid officer but on the permanent allotment of land to the cultivators. 
I would ask the hon. Minister for Finance to speed up the work of 
rehabilitation and permanent allotment of land to the zamindars. 
There are many people who want to take land on lease. I think that 
there can be no progress in the Grow-More Food Compaign unless every 
inch of uncultivated and culturable waste land is brought under the 
plough. The work of Grow-More-Food requires careful planning rather 


than appointment of high officers for supervision of this work. 


Sir, the next point that 1 would like to urge is regarding the 
office of the Elections Commissioner. On page 172 of the Memorandum 
explanatory to the Budget a provision has been made to the tune of 
Rs. 1,30,000 to he spent on the establishment of the office. Now Sir, 
as the elections are over, I think there is scope for reduction in the 


expenditure on this item. 
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Now about the Commissioners, I am constrained to remark that 
the Government is still moving in the same old groove regarding this 
matter. In this connection, I may point out that the Resources and 
Retrenchment Committee recommended the abolition of the posts of 
Commissioners. I regret that there is not sufficient time at my disposal 
to give a detailed account of the report of that Committee on the floor of 
the House. However, I would like to mention for the information of the 
hon. Members that the Committee after having entered into correspond- 
ence with the Governments of other States found that the corresponding 
number of posts of Commissioners in the Uttar Pradesh Government was 
much less than that in the Punjab. It may also be stated that in the 
State of Bombay no such post exists, and yet the administration of these 
States is being run smoothly. The expenditure to be incurred on the 
eatablishment of these officers in the Punjab is given on page 185 of the 
Budget Memorandum and it is to the tune of Rs. 2,75,670. I would 
request the Government that it should try to cut down the heavy 
expenditure that is being incurred every year in this connection and 
utilise the funds thus saved for the amelioration of the lot of the poor 
people, l 


Then, Sir, the Minister for Civil Supplies was an enthusiastic worker 
when he used to share these benches with us. He used to criticise the 
Government severely for any wasteful expenditure and this naturally 
led us to believe that when he became a Minister he would un- 
doutedly do something substantial in the light of his views on the 
subject. Nevertheless I am constrained to remark that in the present 
Budget there is nothing of any outstanding importance about the 
Civil Suplies Department. When we turn the pages of these 
volaminous blue prints we notice on page 100 of the Budget that a 
provision amounting to Rs. 14,19.150/- has been made for spending 
on the Civil Supplies Department and a sum of Rs. 754590/- for 
purposes of running the scheme of rationing. Thus the total outley 
comes to about rupees 22 lakhs, In this connection I would 
like to draw the attention of the hon Minister to the fact that 


id 


a 
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the huge expenditure incurred on the maintenance of a large 


“establishment in the offices of the Diatrict Organisers, District x 
Food Controllers, Food Distribution Officers and on -the .vast army 

of Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors under these officers, is simply 
extravagance on Civil Supplies Department. It be:omes all the more = 
painful when we find that sugar and cloth for the control of which a 

separate department is being maintained are freely available in the open 

market. Besides this, it becomes absurd to continue the control over 

‘the foodgrains when an assurance has been held out by the hon. » 
¿Minister that our State has become surplus in foodgrains this year. 

Under these circumstances, I fail to understand the necessity of keeping 

this Department in existence. It would not be out of place to mention 

here that the Madras Government has abolished controls, and I am 

‘of the opinion that our Government, too, must follow suit. I have 

suggested curtailment of only such expenditure as can be effected 

E without impairing the efficiency of the administration and yet place 

sufficient funds at the disposal of the Government so that it could help v 
its low paid employees a little more liberally as so far it has been able to 

enhance their allowance only by Rs. 5/- p.m. owing to the paucity of 

furids: Now,” as T have already stated, the additional funds required 

for this purpose can be secured by effecting economy in the manner 

suggested by me. 


Now, Sir, I come to the beneficent Departments. As regards E lu- 
cation, I will express my views when this demand comes up for discuss- 
ion in the House. I would, however like to make a few observations re- 

garding the Medical anıl Health Departments. It is common knowledge that 
the health of the nation depends upon the measures adopted by the State 
for its maintenance. The hon. Members are well aware of the fact that the 
medical facilities made available by the Government to the people, both 
the urban and rural areas, are most inadequate. A general complaint has 


appeared inthe press. that the number of hospitals and dispensariea 
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_ particularly in che rural areas is few and far between and that wherever 
any dispensaries exist they are not well equipped. The average cost 
per head of medicine supplied by the Government does not exceed even 
one pice. I know this is true of the Juliundur Hospital, and that is 
why I lay so much emphasi: on the allocation of more funds 
for the Health Department by reducing the provisions made for other 
departments. Unfortunately as a result of the partition, we have been 
deprived of our Medical Colleges excepting the one at Amritsar. It must 
have come to the knowledge of the Government that. the students are 
experiencing great difficulty in connection with their admission into this 
College There is one Arya Medical College at Ludhiana but it is a pity 
that the grant in aid given to it by the Government is much Jess than 
what is paid to Dr. Brown’s College. I would suggest. to the Government 
to take over this College and make it an up-to-date degree medical 


college. 


_ Another department to whieh I would like to draw the attention 
of the Government is that of the Public Works. It is such a Department 
thet I can safely call it a spoilt Department of the Government., . Like 
a spoilt child this Department has become incorrigible. The other day 
i made a proposal inthe Party Meeting that a day should be reserved 
for the discussion of | the demand for the Public Works Department 


but this was not possible. Now, as I have been associated with. this 


~ Department, I know much about it. Then the departments of Public 


Health, Electricity, Irrigation and Buildings and Roads and its various 
Branches, have. got their separate overseers, Sub-Divisional: Officers, 
Executive Engineers and Chief Engineers. The Public Works 


| Department, Building and Roads Branch looks after the Government 


buildings and if the department of Public Health is amalgamated with 
that Department, this arrangement will result in a considerable saving to 


the State exchequer. The House is well aware that the staff of this 
Department has increased manifold as compared with what it used to be 


. 
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before partition. But I know the Minister for Public Works will 


try to justify this inordinate increase in the staff by saying that the 

undertakings and responsibilities, of this department, too, have increased 

correspondingly, for instance it has taken over the charge of Jullundur 

electric supply company and so on. In this connection, I would like to 
point out that fromthe day this concern passed under the control of 
the Government there has been a distinct deterioration in the efficient 
and regular supply of the electric energy to the consumers. Some 
times the electricity service remains disrupted for many hours 
and consequently the students and the hospital patients are put to 
considerable inconvenience. Then Sir, the Government has raised the 
rate of electricity by three annas per unit over the previous rate which 
was being charged by the local electric supply company. The House will, 
thus, see that whereas the rate per unit has been raised che efficiency of 
service has gone down. I can well anticipate that the hon. Ministar-in- 
Charge will come forward with his explanation to justify the increase in 
the rate per unit of electric energy on the ground that now his depart- 


ment renders better and prompt service. But the standared of efficiency of 


this department can well be judged from the recent blackouts in Jullundur 
which were entirely due to the freqnent breakdowns in the supply of 

electricity. Now, I shall try to throw some light on the Public Works 

Department, Buildings and Road Branch. This has become the order 

of the day, that for a construction work, which costs Rupees Five 

thousands when constructed through some. private agency, the 

Publie Works Department will prepare an estimate of rupees twenty 

thousands. Similarly if a building is constructed under private supervision 

it would not only be completed in a short-period but will also be capable 

of lasting for 10 years. On the other hand ifa building is constructed by 

the Public Works Department, it would take at least two and a half vears 


for completion and would not even then be durable. 


Sir, whilementioning these things I have no intention to criticise the 
working of a department, but only the intention to make some construct- 


evsuggestions to the Government to bring about improvemens to in the 
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administration of that department. Then, Sir, a provision has been 
made in the Budget for the Home Defence Department. At present I 
fail to see any justification for the maintenance of this department. Of 
course it had its full utility at the time, when the relations between India 
and Pakistan were strained. Now, whenthat emergency no longer 
exists. I feel that this item of expenditure is rendered superfluous and 
totally unnecessary. I think it is not advisable at all to spend any more 
money on the Home Defence. Then, Sir, the Instructors employed 
by the Home Defence Department are being paid at the rate of 
Rs. 300/- to Rs. 400/- per mensem each for doing no work. This 
item of expenditure can safely be eliminated from the Budget. The 
saving thus caused can be utilised for some better purpose. Then the 
Government is spending large sums on the Police. I know, that 
the hon. Minister-in-Charge will put forward the stereotyped plea that 
this has been necessitated in view of our State being situated at the 
border. I am strongly of the opinion that if our State has to spend 
heavily on Police and Home Defence, simply due to our proximity to 
the border, then we must approach the Government of India and 
impress upon it that fairness demands that a portion of this expenditure 
be borne by it. I volunteer myseif to accompany the deputation that 
the Government may like to send to Delhi for the purpose of represent- 
ing the mattcr. I am sure, the Central Government would at least 
consent to putting the Military on duty, for the protection of our 


borders. 


Now, Sir, I would like to make a few suggestions to the hon. 
Minister, by acting upon which they can increase the revenues of the 
State. I am of the view that the Government should modify the 
method of levying the Sales Tax by changing the stage at which it, 
is now being levied. I may point out in passing that my suggestions 
if acted upon, will go a long way in removing the discontentment 
that is prevailing in the public on acconnt of the existence of certain 
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lacunae inthe method of imposing this tax. The present procedure x 
contains some serious drawbacks and a certain class of traders are w 
exploiting these defects to their advantage. They are using two types 

of Cash Memos. The kacha cash memo is issued to the customer pa 
while in the pacca faked entries which suit the dealer are made, and 

these entries only are put up for inspection. They are thus evading 

the payment of Sales Tax. I think that with a view to preventing them 


from indulging in such malpractices the Government should levy this n 
tax at the manufacturing stage of the articles of daily use, i. e. at the 
Factories. By doing so not only no one will be able to evade its 
payment, but also the checking of account by the audit staff would be 
facilitated to a considerable extent. The public will also not feel the 
pinch. ‘This will result in the removal of certain practical difficulties 


experienced by the traders in connection with the obtaining and renewal 
of licenses. 


Now, Sir, I regret to point ont the failure of the Governmen: in Y 
its not being able to take any accion on the recommendation 
of the Resources and Retrenchment Committee | regarding | 
the enhancement of the abiana rates in the State by 504i. Instead of 
doing that the Government has dissolved that Committee. I would 


therefore, request the hon. Minister for Finance to take immediate 
steps to raise the abiana rates by 50 per cent. 


Then, Sir, 1 want to tell the Government that L do not approve of 


the new tax of one pie per anna, which the Government is going to v 
impose on the passengers and goods carried by motor vehicles. | 
would rather request the Government to impose new taxes like the 
Bachelor Tax, the Marriage Tax ete. My feeling is that even the poor 
classes will not mind paying a nominal tax on occasions of marriages 


because usually they spend large amounts on them. 
~ 
Then Sir, one thing has surprised me most and that is the 


Opposition offered by the hon. Members of the Communist Party to the ? 
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nationalization of Motor Transport. On the one hand they cry 
themselves hoarse that every industry in the State should be nationalized 
and on the other they are against nationalitation of Motor Transport. 
It is a matter of gratification that so far the partial nationalization of 
motor transport in the Punjab has proved a great success. To my mind, 
Government buses are definitely better than the buses owned 
by the private companies. The State Bus Service is quite regular and 
the public is fully satisfied, with the comforts provided therein by the 
Government. It is, therefore, commendable on the part of the 
Government to have made provisions of twenty nine thounsands rupees 
for this purpose. I strongly feel that it should nationalize all the 
transport services in the State at the earliest possilbe time. Some 
concession may, however, be given to the Transport Services owned by 
the refugees. But the Government should make it a point to employ 
all the efficient staff working in those companies at the time of taking 


over. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Ambala City) (Hindi): Sir, the 
Budget for the year 1952-53 is now beforeus. I have made some 
research with regard to the word Budget and have tried to trace out 
the origin of this word as also the reasons for its association with the 
annual financial statement of the Government. I am sure the 
Opposition will be liberal enough to give me credit for stealing a march 
over it in this matter. (Laughter), 


Shri Sri Chand : Sir, is it relevant that the hon. Member should 
state the meaning of the word ‘Budget’. 


Shri Abdul Gaffar Khan: I am defining ‘ Budget’ and I 
am sure Shri Sri Chand will be pleased to hear the defination 
It is like this :-— 


“ The word ‘ Budget ’ as applied to pubic finance was traced by] Edwia 
Cannon to an anonymous pamphlet entilled Budget Opened 


—— Went i — x i i 
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“ attacking the policy of Walpole, while Chancellor of the Exchequer x 
and likening him toa clown opening his bag of tricks and deceptions. baag 
l The phrase strikes and in time turns anodyne. Opening the Budget 


is now the most official parliamentry... w..ce cece eee 


After defining the budget I wish to congratulate the Leader of the 
Opposition, Sardar Gopal Singh, for the words which he has uttered 
against communalism. [support him wholeheartedly, if he is really 
serious in condemning all forms of communalism whithout any 
exception. lt has been stated that communalism is rampant. But 
the question is, where, how, and in what form? If these questions 

a had been asked outside the House then in reply I would have been free 
to recite a couplet, (Laughter) But here I can only say that a 
condemnation of communalism should be unreserved and thorough 
irrespective of the fact that communalism is of the majority or that 
of the minority. It is my considered opinion that more words cannot 


put an end to this evil. It is the actions and thoughts that should be 


freed from this evil disease. 


Then Sir, it has been alleged that nationalization of transport 
is undertaken only because certain persons have a desire to harm a 
section of our people. E assure my hon. Friends of the Opposition 
that there is no sinister motive behind this move and T am of the 
opinion that any Minister who entertains such an idea, even fora 
moment, does not deserve to hold that office of responsibility. ‘Those + 
who talk of majority and minority communalism should also pause and 
think about the conditions under which a negligible minority has to 
live in our State. There are some Muslims who did not leave the State 
and who remained here. At present they are ina pitiable plight. No 
lands are given to them and they have to go from pillar to post in order 


to eke out their living. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: I wholeheartedly support you in this. t? 
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Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: May I ask Sir, whether my hon. 


Friend considered us a minority or not? Any how. what I wish to 
submit is that we can work for the uplift of the down-trodden only 
if we shed off communalism and try to think in terms of the improve- 
= ment of those who really deserve our attention irrespective of the 
community to which they belong. I can cite a thousand and one 
instances in which things have not been done by the officers in the 
way in which they ought to have been done. As I have already stated, 


lands have not been alloted to such Muslims as did not migrate 
to Pakistan despite the announcements made by the Government 
of India that such Muslims would he entitled to the allotment of 
lands. It is the officers, I think who are to be blamed for this. Their 
attitude and actions are fanning the fire of communalism even after. 
the achievements of independence. : 


Now I wish to say something about the Budget itself. Of course, 
I must congratulate the hon. FinanceMinister for his efforts to present as 
good budget as he possibly could under the circumstances in which he was 


placed. It is difficult for us to hold .him responsible for any short- 
comings in the Budget which naturally could not be avoided in these 
circumstances. Some of the hon, Members criticized it and said that it 
is an imperfect budget. But if they had taken the circumstances into 
account in which is was prepared they might have changed their views. 
However, I admit that certain lapses do exist in it. In the first place 
the Government has not been able to reduce the expenditure on the 
Police which everyone feels is too excessive. As a matter of fact the 
Police Department is like white elephants at our door. Moreover the 
attitude of this Department has not changed with the change in times 
or the‘change in our Government. In fact the police officers have gone 
out of control and they let loose on the people their terror, I wish 
to give an instance of such behaviour. ‘here is a village named 


Barara in my District. A person of the village was arrested. I am 
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not concerned here with the character or the antecedents of that person, : 
F would only like to state that....... 


Shri Mool Chand Jain: Sir, the matter cannot be discussed — | 
here as it is subjudice. S- 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan : No, Sir, it is not subjudice. The 


Government is holding an enquiry into the matter and it is being delay- 


ed unnecessarily. 


Mr. Speaker: The matter may not be sub-judice, but the enquiry 
may be prejudiced if this matter is discussed here. | 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: Well, Sir, I seek your guidance in 
the matter. Undoubtedly we brought this matter to the notice of the hon. 
Chief Minister and he did appoint an officer to make a searching enquiry 
into it. But if the matter is really subjudice then...... i 


Mr. Speaker : The hon. Member need not refer to it because even 
if it is not subjudice, the enquiry is likely to be prejudiced by the views 


expressed by him about it. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan : But Sir, I am constrained to remark 
that despite the fact that the deceased, who is alleged to have been shot, 
was an important person, the enquiry has so far been not completed. 
His mother is bewailing and bemoaning and knocking from pillar to post 
and yet there are no signs of completion of that enquiry. _ 


Minister for Finance : I may inform the hon. Member thas the 
enquiry has been completed. i 


Mr Speaker : The hon. Member has himself stated that the Chief 
Minister appointed an officer to enquire into the matter. Now if he 
persists in expressing his views and drawing certain inferences from it, 
then the enquiry is bound to be prejudiced. I would, therefore, ask 


him to leave this matter and proceed with his speech. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: Toast is why I sought your = 


Orfinal with; 
PufBjab Vidhan Sabha 
Dik tized by; 

Pa Daana: 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panj 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET (5) 23 


guidance and I bow to your ruling. Well, Sir, this isnot the only 
incident wherein police has committed atrocities onthe people. I can 
quote chapter and verse to show its atrocious treatment towards the 
people. To cut short, Sir, it is no exaggeration to say that the harass- 
ment of people by the police goes unabated and the police has begun 
to feel that there is no Government in] the State except the police raj 
(Cheers). I, therefore, submit that if the Government is determined to 
have this white elephant, it should at least train it not to trample the 
poor people under its feet or grind them with its heavy tusks. 

Now I advert to the item of Forests. I would like to make a request 
to the Minister-in-charge and if he is pleased to comply with it, then 
nct only I but the pecple of my ilaga will feel grateful to him. I have 
received complaints from the hill people, that when their mothers, sisters 
or daughters go to fetch water from certain springs in the hills, their 
modesty is not safe at the hands of the furest guards, while they have 


to pass through the forests. I cannot vouchsafe for the correctness of 
the complaints, but the fact remains, that the matter requires to be 
enquired into and I hope the hon. Minister-in-charge will be pleased to 


move into the matter. 


After this I would like to touch the Rehabilitation Department. It 
needs no mention that the officers of this department are very arrogant 
and they have very little sympathy for our distressed and displaced 
brethren who have come from the other side of the border. The officers 
take delight in shifting an allottee from his land at one place to another 
without caring for his inconvenience or the financial loss likely to be 
caused to him by such shifting. This difficulty is being experienced 
frequently by allottees both in rural and urban areas I would request 


the hon. Minister to give his attention to this matter and save the allotte- 
es from the harassment by the officers of the Rehabilitation Department. 


Now, I come to the Public Works Department. The less said about 
it the better. It needs no mention that whatever wrong this department 


may commit, that is pardonable. If a policeman accepts rupees ten 


from a person, then that is bribery and corruption and soon. But the 
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ten percent money of a contract, quietly devoured by the officials of 
the P. W. D., is not considered as corruption! They feel it as their 
birth right to get this money ! My sister Shrimati Sita Devi threw a 
flood of light on the working of this Department. She has rightly said 
that may God save us from coming into contact with the P. W. D. 
people! Now what I wanted to drive at was that when a contractor 
has to pay 10 percent to P. W. D. officials, naturally he tries to make 
up this amount by using unfair means, that is by using inferior 
material. I would respectfully ask the hon. Minister-in-sharge to see 
that such an evil practice prevalent in this department, as has been 
stated by me, is soon clone away with. 

Then my hon. Friend, the Leader of the Opposition, took strong 
exception to the use of the word ‘Harijan’ in connection with the 
Scheduled Caste brethern. He said that they were not Harijans but 
human beings and Indians. I quite agree with him in this respect. I 
may tell him that the word ‘Harijan’ is not used in the same sense as 
the word ‘jamadar’ is used in eulogising a scavenger or the word‘ Raja’ 
is employed in addressing a hair-cutter, It is used in the same way 
as the word ‘Mehtar’, which means a great man, as the Mehtar of Chitral. 
Besides, my submission is that my brethren, who have the misfortune 
to be called as ‘Achhuts’ should first get rid of untouchability rampant 
amongst themsevles. I know of certain scheduled castes, like the 
Remdasis who do not enter into any matrimonial relations with otber 
castes like the Bhangis, I think if they do away with this evil, there 
is no reason why others should treat them as ‘Achhuts’. 


Mr. Speaker. The hon. Member’s time is over. Before I call upon 
any other hon. Member to make his speech, I would like to draw the 


attention of the House to a letter addressed to me by one Shri 
Shiv Dayal, a gentleman from the Press Gallery. It is to the 


following effect:— 


In the course of your observations today you were pleased to 


take objection to some headlines of news relating to lack of 
order in the House. 


If the reference was to the daily ‘Milap’ I wish to submit that 
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even though the message was conveyed correctly on the 
phone, it seems due to some interruption in the telephone 
line the gentleman who received the message probably could 
not follow me correctly and published the news rather 
incorrectly. a 

I regret this publication. I assure you that it was not my or 
the ‘Milap’s intention to publish anything wrong or cast 
any aspersions on the Chair. 


I am glad that he has made an atonement for publishing the wrong 
news and I accept his assurance. | 


Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) (Hind): Sir, I wish, I could also 
offer my congratulation to the hon. Minister for Finance on this budget, 


but after going through it I have come to the conclusion that I cannot 


do so. On seeing its attractive cover, I thought that there might be 


something attractive inside too, but I found nothing of that kind in it. 
If there is anything on which I can congratulate the hon. Minister for 
Finance, it is the attractive get up and printing of the Budget volumes. 
After having perused it, the impression that I have formed is that it 
can be linked to the Budget of an inefficient, unintelligent and insolvent 
Nawab. It does not contain a single item of any outstanding importance 
for which I could congratulate the hon? Minister for Finance. At. the 
same time, I can not help congratulating those Government servants 
who prepared it, for the care taken by them to safeguard the interests 
and privileges of the services. I am sure that if the hon. Minister for 
Finance had cared to read it before giving his approval to it, he would 
have refused to approve of it. It is a deficit Budget and most of the 
expenditure has been met out of loans, The total amount of loans 
taken by our State amounts to Rs. 88 crores. But when I find that 


even interest on these loans is paid out by some other loans, how can I 
congratulate the Government ? I think that if the Finance Minister’s 
manager had placed before him an account of his business, showing loss 


as well as increase in loans, he would have surely dismissed him. 


Then, Sir, most of the hon. Members occupying Government benches 
could not express their views freely because they were bound by party 
discipline. Although some of them described it asan improvement on 
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the previous Budgets yet they could not helpremarking that it should 
have been better than what it was. Besides this, some of the hon. 
Members had the courage to dub it as an unsound Budget ani say that 
the expenditure could be considerably reduced. But what was the result 
of that criticism ? The Government recorded its appreciation of that 
criticism by appointing the eighth Minister. So my apprehension is my 
criticism, which might findfavour with some of the members sitting 
opposite, may dispose the Government to appoint Deputy Ministers, or 
Parliamentary Secretaries. (Laughter), On going through the Budget, I 
find that the salaries of Government officials range from Rs.20 to Rs.5500 
per mensem. The Government has decided to abolish special pays but 
in that matter also they have not been able totouch the high-paid 
officers. The special pay of Government servants drawing less than 
Rs. 500 has not been touched because they are considered to be poor. 


But in regard to employees earning above Rs. 500 p. m., as basic pay, the 
action of the Government has been very tardy because the abolititon 
ofsuch pays has been spread over a period of three years. Still it is 
gratifying to note that the Government has accepted the principle of 
abolishing special pay and I congratulate it on thatacco unt. What 
method have they adopted to achieve that end? There are various types 
of special allowances and pays mentioned in the Budget. The Members 
of the services know that the Ministers remain in office for a few days 
only and that they would accept any suggestion made by them. Iff 
have to enumerate the varied types of special allowances, the hon. 
Mcmbers will be simply astonished to hear them. The Government servan- 
ts have very ingenious brainsand they are always devising methods of 
getting more money from the Government. A careful perusal of the 
Budget, will indicate a variety of special pays and special allowances like 
the dearness allowance, compensatory allowance, temporary allowance, 


local allowance, Secretariat allowance, house rent allowance, cash 


allowance, travellirg allowance, Miscellaneous allowance, Delhi compen- 


- satory allowance, Simla allowance, corporation allowance, medical charges 
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miscellaneous honoraria, conveyance allowance, sumptuary allowance, 
epuipment allowance, free ration allowance, daily allowance and election 
allowance mentioned in it. The number of these different kinds of 
allowances is twenty three. In some cases, the amount of allowances 


paid to Government servants exceeds their basic salaries. Not only this. 
One and the same Government servant is sometimes in receipt of a 
number of allowances, 


Sardar Gurbanta Singh: How many allowances is the hon. 


Member getting? 


Shri Sri Chand: My hon. Friend will get permits and not 
allowances, Some of these allowances are such that the purpose for 
which they are sanctioned passes one’s comprehension. What are the 
compensatory and sumptuary allowances intended for? Possibly the 
intention of the Government is to somehow provide the officers with 
some additional pay. Wherever you put these officers, they will draw 
some of these allowances. The matter does nct stop here. When a 
Government servant cannot be paid a higher pay then some kind of 
additional allowance is sanctioned for him. I would, therefore, ask the 
Government to see that this system of giving special allowances is aboli- 
shed lock, stock and barrel. Then, Sir, out of the total expenditure of Rs. 


17 crores asum no less than Rs. 13 crores represents the salaries of 
the Government officials. 


Minister for Public Works: This is not a statement of facts. 


Shri Sri Chand: Well, Sir, it has been stated that our Govern- 
ment has effected a saving of Rs. 40,000 by withdrawing special pays. 
Does if not appear ludicrous that the Government should be able to save 
only this paltry amount of Rs. 40,000/-? Anyway this isa matter of 
satisfaction that the principle of abolishing special pays has been 
accepted by the Government. I, therefore reiterate, Sir, that not only 
should the special pays be completely abolished but twenty three types 
of allowances mentioned by me should also be stopped. For how long 
can the State bear the burden ofsuchjheavy expenditure on the administ- 
ration? Every day the number of Government officers is being increased, 
For instance, formerly there used to be two Secretaries in the Revenue 


Department. One was known as Secretary and the other was called 
Assistant Secretary, but now there are four officers in addition to the 
Secretary viz., one Deputy Secretary, Revenue, one Deputy Secretary, 
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Development, one Under Secretary, Revenue and one Under 
Secretary Development. Similarly previously there used to be 
only one Under Secretary in the Finance Department. Now this 
department has one Under Secretary, two Assistant Secretaries and 
one Budget Officer, In the Home Department, there are three Under 
Secretaries in placeof one. They are designated as Under Secretary 
Political, Under Secretary Home and Under Secretary Partition. The 
last named Under Secretary has practically no work to do. My feeling 
is that whenever it is desired to oblige an officer by posting him at 
Simla, an additional post is created in the Secretariat. 


Take the case of Under Secretary, Partition. As I have already 
stated he has not got even five minutes’ work. Yet the post is being 
continued. The policy of this Government in this matter reminds me 
of a Maharaja who was told by the sooth sayers that he would be 


assassinated by one of his sacked servants and who consequeutly dared 
not terminate the services of any one whom he had once employed 


and so the number of his employees multiplied to such an extent that 
his state ultimately became bankrupt, To me it appears that this minis- 
try has also been advised that the day it retrenehes and abolishes any 
pest it would meet its doom and that is why it dare not think of doing 
so, The result is that even those posts for which any justification has 
Ceased to exist since long are being continued. In other words the 
criterion is that work or no work, a post once created must be conti- 
nued. So the continuance of the staff appointed in connection with 
the elections is no wonder and it is not the only instance of its kind. 
Today we are repeating what those who are occupying the ministerial 
benches used to say before they became Ministers but it appears they are 
turning a deaf ear to it and are looking on in an attitude of non-chalance 
though I am sure their hearts must be bearing us out regarding what 
we are saying. 


Minister for Public Works: Yes, but circumstances have now 
changed. 


Shri Sri Chand: Yes, you are helpless. This Government, has 
without caring for the fact that almost half of the population of this 
State comprises of those poor displaced people who had to cross the 
border in a state of utter destitution with no other belongings except 
one or two garments that they were covering their bodies, 
increased its income from taxation to more than Rs. 17 crores in utter 
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disregard of the tax paying capacity of the people. Now, let me place 
before the House some interesting facts and figures regarding the 
money that is being spent by this Government on beneficient and public 
welfare activities after realizing this huge amount of Rs. 17 crores 
from the people in the from of Taxes, I might first tell the 
House that the per capita burden of taxationin this State is higher 
than in any other State. On an average it comes to Rs. 15 per head 
while in other States which have not suffered the ravages of partition, 


the per capita incidence dose not exceed Rs. 10. I may also make 


it clear that even in the case of people living in rural areas it is no less 


than Rs. 17 per annum. 
Now let us see what this benign Government which claims to 


represent the common man and is never tired of expressing 
its concern for the backward classes spends on the education of 
the people. Its budget for education forms 11.4 percent of the 
total Budget. If the total allocation for education is spread on the 
whole population, the expenditure on elucition comes to Rs. 2 per 
head, Rs. 1/8/- per capita in the case of urbanites and -/8/- per 
capita only in the case of ruralites. This is the provision made for 
education by this popular Government which according to its own 
claims is ever anxious for the upliftment and development of the rural 
people. (Voices : These figures are incorrect), I have taken them from this 
Budget. 


Then, Sir, coming to the expenditure on public health, I find that it 
is more than -/8/- per capita per year while for meeting the medical expen- 
ses alone of the Governor a provision of Rs. 24 thousand has been made. 
T have also calculated and come to the conclusion that this munificent 
Government spends annas -/2/- per capita only on medicines etc., in the 
case Of the rural population. About the miserable condition of rural 
dispensaries the less said the better. Dirty, ill equipped short of all 
essential medicines, as these dispensaries always are, thev can afford 
no medical aid to the dying children of these poor village folk. If a 
villager happens to have his arm fractured, he is asked to bring his 
own bandage and if he sys that itis not available in the village he 
is advised to send for it from Delhi and wait until it arrives. 

About the roads the Minister incharge has admitted that no new 
pucca roads are proposed to be built; only the existing ones will be 
repaired. 

If we broach the questioa of giving due share to the ruralites in ser- 
vices we are accused of creating artificial divisions and distinctions and i} 
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is conveniently forgotten that so longas an equality of opportunity 
is absent in the matter of education it is unjust and unfair to ask 
ruralites to compete with denizens of towns for entry into Civil Service. 
And then the syllabi prescribed for these competitive examinations and 
the criteria of suitability for selection to Government posts is all to 
the advantage of urbuites £ am of the opinion that immediate 
steps must be tak:n by the Government to change these criteria and 
that physical culture and robustness of constitution should be given a due 


place in these competitions. A3 to the educational facilities availabie 


to the children of the urbanites and ruralites respectively, hardly any 
comparison is possible. Whereas the existence of a large number of 
colleges and facilities for conveyance and private coaching are 
available in urban areas, we find that the schools staffed by ill-paid, 
normal-plucked teachers and separated by several miles from the 
homes of students with no arrangement for conveyance from the 
picture of education in rural areas, What a comparison! Often the 3on 
of a peasant has to return home without taking any lesson owing to the 
illness of his poor teacher’s buffaloe. On the other hand the children of 
the rich in towns have private tutors to teach them singing and 
dancing, 

Despite this disparity we in fact, all earnestly wish that our Punjab 
sheuld attain the same position and status which it used to enjoy before 
the partition, Though our Government is the Congress Government 
yet it must look to the interests of all people to whatever party they 
may belong. We have all to pull together for the well-being of the 
State. 

What we fiad today is that the orders of the Civil Supplies 
Department are always changing. Today I happened to enquire from 
the Inspector, Civil Supplies about control price of wheat but he did 
not know what it was. ‘These orders are published in the Government 
Gazette and never come to the knowledge of the men inthe street. In 
fact we have inherited this system froin the British Government and it 
seems that we want to continue it. Our policy is that what has proved 
right in the past is sure to prove su in the future. But the changed 
conditions necessitate changed methods to educate the public. The 
Government should therefore give full publicity to its decisions among 
the public. A man in the street should be able to learn what restrictions 
have bsen imo sed by ths Government on the movement of foodgrains. 
He should also know the control prices of all commodities which are 
fixed by the Government from time to time. Besides this we all kuow that 
the old Law of the British Government has become so commonly known 
that everybody knows what the Indain Evidence Act or the Criminal 
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Procedure Code is. But now-a-days laws are ever changing. Today 
if there is control on Bajra or any other commodity it is withdrawn the 
other day. So the general public remains completely in the dark as to 
when the control was imposed or withdrawn. In fact such things can 
only happen if the Ministers evince interest and enthusiasm in the work- 
ing of the administration. It is a pity that the Ministers instead of 
pledging themselves to the service and the betterment of the people are 
always worried about strengthening and consolidating their own position. 
They are always wooing one group or the other lest any no-confidence 
motion against them may at any time be brought before the House. 

Further I would suggest that if the Government really wants to 
effect economy in the expenditure it should reduce the number of Minis- 
ters. Now the provision under this head has risen to 5 lakhs as against 13 
lakhs of rupees in the past. The Government has also purchased aero- 
planes for the use of the Ministers. 


Minister for Irrigation: No, it isnot a fact. The hon. Member 
should see the Budget. 


Shri Sri Chand: This item is included in the Budget. If the hon. 
Minister denies it, | would say that this Budget is also a forgery. 


Minister for Irrigation: I would ask the hon. Member to study 
the Budget thoroughly. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: On a point of order, Sir. I would like to 


know if the hon. Minister is permitted to_interrupt the hon. Member again 
and again, 


Mr. Speaker: All members have equal rights. Now Í call upon 
Shri Prabodh Chandra to speak. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: I would request the Chair to allow time to 
the members of the Opposition also. 


Mr Speaker: Order, please Order. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra (Gurdaspur) (Hindi): Sir before I proceed 
with my speech I would like to congratulate the Members of the 
Opposition Party not because they have offered constructive suggestions 
to the Government but because they; have spoken in the manner of a 
narrator of the tales from the Arabian Nights who at the end abruptly 
remarks that the night passed off and they woke up. I feel that they 
were narrating their dreams betore the House. My Communist friends 
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always talk according to their own ideology irrespective of whether 
it is right or wrong. In this connection I am reminded of a couplet 
which says : 
at fast #2 aat deh at sare Ñ agi det 
A A ; ~ 
FE AAC AAT È ATT È Het FR TA Tel Sa TA | zæ 
ai aai ih = asi Sua si gga H aJ Saa 
~ ~ Ae me ~ A 
GI ZAJ 573 AUIS F Ad, SY TE aI PB AE | 


It is but natural that a person will only say what he thinks. 


My hon. Friend who just preceded me had the temerity to make such Y 
allegations against the Government as contain not an iota of truth in gie 
them. During the course of his speech he said that there is a deficit 
of 88 crores of rupees in the Budget. When I heard him saying this I 
was simply amazed and I was reminded of a story which I would like to 
narrate before the House. There were two persons. One of them said 
two and two make four but the other diffi red from him, contending 
that two and two make three. Both of them exchanged hot words and 
bragged about their supérior knowledge. They challenged each other ° 
and laid a wager of Rs. 500/- to be given to the person who was right. 

At this time some persons happened to be passingby. Both of them Y 
referred their dispute to those persons who unanimously said that the 
person who said that two and two make four was right. The person in 

whose favour the decision was given demanded Rs 500/- from the 

other fellow. That fellow having. lost the bet rctorted, “Well, I do not 

agree that two and two make four, so I shall never give you the money 

unless you make me agree to this point’. It was plain that he would 

never feel convinced of the truth. Similarly our Communist Friends 

whose ideology and ours are poles asunder, would, never applaud the 

actions cf this Government however right they may be. They look towards 

Moscow which is their Mecca and the fountain head of all orders and in- A 
spiration. {I would submit, Sir, that if they have been allowed to express ad 
their ideas without any let or hindrance they should have also the 

patience to listen to our speeches. 


Sir, we have been listening to their speeches even though they were 
quite irrelevant to the subject under discussion but I am sorry to say 
that they were interrupting me in my speech. Sir, I am bound by your 
order, otherwise I would have also acted in the same manner and would 
have made it difficult for the hon. Members to proceed with their ~A 
speeches. 


Well, Si, 1 have very carefully listened to the criticism made by the 
hon. Members opposite against'the Government. It has become customary 
with them to criticise every act of the Government and at the same time 


Government is also accustomed to listen toit. In fact, howsoever 
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balanced the Budget may be they must play their role. I do not 
maintain that there are no omissions and commissions in the present 
Budget (Interruptions). My hon. Friends need not get restive. The 
Congress is woni to hear such criticism and is not afraid of it. But I 
have risen to support the Budget. 


My hon. Friend oppcsite has remarked that among cther 
things the Congress promised to bring about Ram Rajya in 
the Country and that under it every body would be provided with 
food, clothing and shelter. I may inform him that the Congress still 
stands by its commitments. But it requires reasonable time to 
fulfil its pledges. The difficulty however is that gentlemen 
responsible for passing such remarks seem to owe allegiance to some 


alien power. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut : Sir, may I know the names of 
the hon. Mimbers who owe allegiance to foreign countries? 


Mr Speaker: May J ask the hon. Member not to indulge in 
controversial matters and confine himself to the Budget only?. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Well, Sir, while making a reference to 
the cause of Harijans, the Leader of the Opposition alleged that 
Harijans have not been treated well. I would like to know, Sir, 
whether it is only today that he has felt this? Why he did 
not invite the attention of the Government to their cause when he held 
the office of a Parliamentary Secretary in the Unionist Government and 


the Harijans were subjected to a good deal of repression then ? 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Sir, may I know under what rule 
is the hon. Member allowed to make personal references ? 


Mr. Spesker: Every hon. Member has the right to speak 
for and against a motion. I would however ask the hon. Member 
to desist. fram referring to anybody by name. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: I was submitting, Sir, . that they 
should net indulge in criticism for the fun of it but their criticism 
should always be of a constructive nature. I make bold to say, Sir, 
that no Government in similar circumstances could present a_ better 
Budget than the one under consideration of the House. Then, Sir, 
in order to step up production of focdgrains, canals are 
necded and for canais technical aid and equipment are required. 
But for all this and for the implementation of these schem- 
es, the Government stands in need of money. Now if the Government 
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resorts to raising of loans for the purpose of financing such 
productive schemes, then where is the harm in doing so, but now our 
Friends must make the Government the target of their criticism for this. 


Again, Sir, it has been alleged that Government is responsible for the 
existence of communalism in the Government offices as well as outside. 
In this connection I may state for the information of my hon. Friend 
that our Government has got a Sikh as Chief Secretary and also a Sikh 


as Home Secretray, (Interruptions). 
Mr. Speaker : May I ask the hon. Member to be relevant? 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, should I talk those things 
which are palatable to the Opposition? What I mean, Sir, is that 
our people may belong to anv creed but their nationality should at ak 
costs remain Indian and not Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims. If our country 
has to make any headway we should 7exorcize this evil spirit of comm- 
unalism out of our body politic. I am grieved to find that communa- 
lism does exist in our State and it is only because of the lenient 
attitude of our Government in this connection. I know the Government € 
did not pursue the case against Master Tara Singh perhaps out of 
fear that the situation might take a serious turn but I feel that if the 
registration of this case by the Government was nct held valid, the 
Government should have eapressed regret for this unlawful act on 
their part. 


Mr. Speaker: Moy I ask the hon. Member nct to discuss 
this topic please ? 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, what I mean to submit 
i3 that if Government levelid charges against a big leader of the 
status of Master Tara Singh, then it should have either proved or 
withdrawn them. 


Sardar Sarup Singh : Is it proper ,on thse part of the hon. 
Member to say an chnoxious thing? He should, withdraw it. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member has not used language derogatory to 
Master Tara Singh. On tho contrary he is of the opinion that the 4 
Goverment should have felt sorry for this unlawful act on its own 
part. 


Shti Prabodh Chandra : Then Sir, the people, who allege that 
communalism is rampant in our State, should prove their allegation 
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by way of quoting particular instances. Sir the foundationstone of 
this evil was laid by the Pritish Government in order to gain their own 
ends but we must put an end to it. 


Then, Sir, it is gratifying to note that the Government has stopped 
the unwholesome practice of allowing special pays to officers which had 


a been started by the Britishers. I also apprec'ate the measures of the 
Government for placing the Vernacular Teachers at par with Anglo-Ver- 
nacular Teachers in regard to their grades of pay. Then, Sir, it is common 
knowledge that our Government has done its utmost to alleviate the 
distress of the famine stricken people of the Hissar District. It has done 
all that was possible, though it had to face many practical difficulties. 


Tt goes to the credit of our Government that inspite of an acute short- 


age of foodgrains, not even a single person died of hunger. In case our 
Government had failed to take adequate measures to meet the situation, 
I would have been the first person to express my resentment against it. 
But, Sir, we see that the Opposition is making a false propaganda 
against our Government on this issue. Now the public is quite awakened 
and can well understand these tactics which will not succeed. 


Mr. Speaker : Now I call upon Sardar Achhar Singh to speak. 


Sardar Achhar Singh (Ajanala) (Punjabi) : Sir, while going through 
the budget presented to this House, one comes to the conclusion that 
it is a Budget of a bureaucratic Government. A Budget, which favours 
bureaucracy, can not be claimed to be a budget for the welfare 
of the general masses. The funds are being raised by taxing the poor 
people and are intended to be spent for the betterment of the 
bureaucratie class. This argument of mine is fully supported by the fact 

r that the hon. Minister for Finance did not care to go through 


this Budget before it had been printed. If you go through the new 


expenditure for this Government, you will find the following at page 158: 


After the partition the responsibility of the Punjab C.I.D. increased enormously 
in the matters relating to security intelligence which did not form part of the duties 
ofthe C I. D. of the United Punjab, The thirteen districts which now form part of 
our State have always been a storm centre of all political and criminal activities 
/ even before the partition All terrorist and other activities ofa subversive nature 

had their crigin in the Doaba and Malwa Districts. Experience has shown that even 
after partition these elements have continued to give trouble in one form or the 


other and inthis way they have been joined by the communists. 


Had our hon. Minister for Finaice perused it before its printing. ° 
Original with; : . : 
Pabi adi these lines would not have been there. Therefore, Sir, according 


eG Library tO this, these hon. Members of the Congress Party, who had been 
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fighting for the freedom of the country before partition and among 
them you are also includel, are being blamed for indulging in 
political and communal activities. Is it not regrettable to find the hon. 
Speaker aud the hon. Ministers being given sucha certificate by the 
Government? This is evidence of bureaucracy in action. In faot 
we feel ashamed of such a note appearing in an important blue 
print according to which the hon. Ministers and the hon. Speaker are 
given the label of criminals! ` 


Further, Sir, it is stated there “The strength of the C. I. D. is based 
on the national division of the Punjab.” That shows, Sir, that Congress 
Government has admitted the two nation theory. The very ideology 
which the Congress had been opposing has been supported in these lines 
which are presumed to be written by or with the consent of the Minister 
for Finance. This has hurt us very much. Now, we learn, Sir, that the 
hon. Minister has sent a telephonic message to the press to treat this 
passage as not existing in the Volume of New-Expenditure «s the 
Government now feels that this paragraph should not have been there 
and that it had been printed by mistake. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : On a point of order, Sir. My submission 
is that unless the hon. Member has got some authentic materials which 
he is prepared to lay on the Table of the House, he is not entitled to 
make such etatements in the House. 


Mr. Speaker : This is no point of order. The hon. Member 
should proceed with his speech. 

Sardar Achhar Singh: Well, Sir, the Department of Public 
Relations, Punjab had been directed to propagate the Congress policy, 
right from the time when the Bhargava Ministry had come into power 
(Interruptions). 

Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Members on the Treasury 
Benches to hear very quietly and patiently to wnat the hon. Member 
has to say and not interrupt him. They will have time and chance to 
reply to what he says. 

Sardar Achhar Singh : Sir, in support of what Ihave said, I can 
quote a letter which was issusd by the Government to the Director of 
Public Relations soon after the present Ministry had been sworn in, 
The letter uns as follows :- 


Subject : Supply of anti-commnunist literatuce from hoa office for Dapart? 
mental Reading Rooms and other libraries, 
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Please see that particular care is taken and proper discrimination exercised in 
the distribution of anti-communist literature It should not be sent to any M. L. C. 
or M. L. A. You should also see that any of the individual or Institutions which 


is likely to have unfavourable raactions to these publication is eliminated from the 
distribution. 


oe | No PR (P.S.) 52/10036 dated 6th May.’ 


Then, Sir, I wish to make it clear that our Ministers are tools in the 

hands of the officials who make them do things as they desire. Can’t 

v our Ministers assert and prepare the budgets themselves instead of 
depending upon the officers ? 


Minister for Finance : It is not a practicable suggestion. Apy- 


how we take full responsibility for what the budget contains. 


Sardar Achhar Singh : What I wish to drive at is that the inter-. 
ests of the poor should not be ignored in any case. So far our Government 


has been in the habit of doing so. It has never cared to protect the intere- 
sts of the poor from being sacrificed at the altar of the rich and powerful 
people. For instance, take the cuse of nationalization of transport in the 
State. Who does not know that there exist big mills like the one at Dha- 
riwal? But nobody cares to nationalize them in the first instance. On the 
other hand the first item that has caught the fancy of the Congress 
Government for nationalization is that of Motor Transport in which in- 
“numerable ex-servicemen, agriculturists and poor refugees have invested 


“ their small savings. The Transport Minister threatened these poor people 
in his newspaper—appearing on the 18th March, just after the elections, 


that those who did not vote for the Congress would be......... 


Mr. Speaker: Tie hon. Member is not allowed to quote from a 


newspaper. He should avoid all such references. 


Sadar Achhar Singh : Sir, my submission is that the Government 
should first lay its hands upon those mills and factories which are under 


the control of big capitalists. Im erder to achieve that object the first 
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thing for the Government to do is toimprove the conditions prevailing 


in its administration. The Irrigation Department is being run on bureau- á 
cratic lines. No attention is paid by the officers of this department to 

the conditions in which the canals are running. When a dam gives way, ra 
just asit did at Tibri in Gurdaspur district, no officer or Congress 


M.L.A. reached there in time to listen to the grievances of the people 


and afford relief to them. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : Ona point of order, Sir. When he makes 


a reference to the Congress M L.A.’s I am naturally concerned because 


I represent that constituency myself aleng with Sardar Waryam Singh 


and Chaudhri Sundar Singh. We all went there and remained there up 


| to eleven at night. He has not been there! ( Interruptions). 


f a 


Mr. Speaker : Is the hon. Member going to controvert every 
statement that he makes ? 


Sardar Achhar Singh : Well, I leave aside the Irrigation Depart- 
ment and come to the Police. The attitude of the policemen is not at all 
satisfactory. It is the same old imperialistic attitude. At Attari, for 
example two blackmiurketeers were killed and the whole of the village 
was a witness to this murder, But the police instead of hauling up the 
| offenders, inflicted a heavy fine on the whole village. A deputation of 


the people of Attari waited upon the Government but to no purpose. 
I would impress upon the Government that an enquiry committee should 


be set up by it in order to hear the grievances of the people and suggest a 


means for redressing them. 


| Then, Sir, it has becn stated that we only criticise the 
| Government and do not give any constructive suggestions. . 
As a matter of fact the boot is on the other leg. When we make 


speeches, the Ministers do not care to listen to them. Even now the < 


Ministerial Benches are almost empty. It appears that all the seven 
Ministers have gone out to receive and bring in the eighth Minister who 
is being sworn in to-day at Raj Bhawan (Laughter). 
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(An hon, Member : He need not worry. The notes of the speeches 
are taken and every point will be replied to.) Anyhow, i am of the 
view that the allegation that the Members of the Opposition 
have put forth no useful or constructive suggestions is baseless. 
If the Government wants me to repeat them in brief, I can do 
so. The first is that a sum of Rs. 19,26,210 which is paid as Jagirs to 
those who rendered services to the British Goverament during the 
Mutiny of 1857 or on other occasions of this sort should be immediately 


saved to the Exchequer. 


Mr. Speaker: I wish that the hon. Member should not refer to 


the first war of Indian independence waged in 1857, as a ‘mutiny’. 


Sardar Achhar Singh : I am sorry Sir, it is just a slip. My point is 
that all Jagirs and Muafis should be withdrawn and the amount thus 


saved should be utilized at such places as Hissar. 


My second suggestion is that foreign competition in the industrial 
or commercial spheres should not be allowed to strangulate our nascent 
industries. The third suggestion which I would like to make is with 
regard to the tenancy problem confronting our State. The ejectment 
of tenants should be stopped and they should be made the owners of the 
lands they cultivate. Those ‘goondas’ who are harassing them should 
be severely dealt with. Another suggestion is that landlordism should be 
abolished without any compensation. I wish to refer to the report on 


the work of the Sarvodhaya Samaj compiled by Shri Thakur Dass. of 


Uttar Pradesh in connection with...... 
Minister for Finance: Sir, is it relevant ? 


Sardar Achhar Singh : Sir, we cannot help reaching the conclu- 


sion that it is neither a plan for the people nor by the people. 


a 
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is quite irrelevant. 


S. Achhar Singh: Sir, in the end I wish to submit that the 
suggestions I have put forth should receive the careful consideration of 
the Government if it wishes to serve the people. With these words I 


resume my seat. 


Shri Jagat Ram (Hoshiarpur) (Hindi): Sir I rise to offer my 
special congratulations to the hon. Minister for Finance for presenting 
this budget. My reason for offering my special felicitations is this. I ” 
have been under the impression that since the psople of the Punjab 
were groaning under the heavy weight of taxes, there was no room for 


levying any other tax on them. But thanks to the shrewdness of our 


Finance Minister, he has after all succeeded in finding uta way to 


saddle the people of the State with another tax. But may I respectfully 
ask thrcugh you, Sir,on whom will the incidence of this tax fall ? If 


you just take the case of Simla into consideration, do you think that 
it will be the people occupying luxuricus flats on the Mall, who T 
will be called upon to bear this tax ? Obviously, not! It is the poor 
people living in the Lower Bazar or the Cart Road who would be hit 
hard by this tax. The people residing in Tuti Kandi, Kaithu or 
Sanjauli will also suffer from this tax. So it is evident that people who 
will be adversely affected by this tax are the common people and not the 


millionaires or the Capitalists. It is obvious that the rich people like those 


who live on the Mall will escape this tax, and naturally they cannot have 


any sympathy for those living on the Cart Road. (Cheers). meg 


Then, Sir, the question of nationalisation of motor transport has 
come in for » good deal of discussion. Many things have been said by 
my hon. Friends over there. I would also like to make a few obser- 
vations about this subject. Now, Sir, it is a well known fact that the 
roads and Government buildings have been nationalised and the Publie ne 
Works Department is in charge of them. But what is the state of . ` 
affairs ? Corruption is rampant in this Department and the people of 


the State are sick of it. (Cheers). Then take the case of Railways. 


They have been nationalised since long. But corruption has taken 


Orjinal with; 

Puğjab Vidhan Sabha 
Didfitized by; 
P a ihanaan 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Digits 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET (5) 41 


strong roots in this department. That is why the railway fares are 
always on the increase. In the absence of corruption the railway fare 
per mile could not exceed 4 or 5 pies, but as a result of this evil the 
fares are mounting at the cost of the poor people. In this way I can 
quote many other departments, like the Irrigation Department etc., 
which have been nationalised, but they are the hot beds of corruption. 
The Bhakra-Nangal project is another which is too well known for its 
wasteful expenditure. Similarly I am of the opinion that if motor 
transport is nationalised, we will be creating another department where 
corruption, favouritism and nepotism will have a free play. 


(Cheers), 


But I have no mind to pronounce an opinion and then leave the 


matter. I would suggest the real solution of this baffling problem. 


We should first invite tenders from private transport companies for a 
certain number of routes. The contract should be given to that compa- 
ny which is prepared to afford the maximum comforts and amenities 
to the passengers and yet charge the minimum fare. Such an arrange- 
ment will not only provide relief and satisfaction to public but will also 
bring a substantial income to the exchequer. (Cheers). I, therefore, 


submit that the pressing need of the present moment is that the 
affluent dwellers of the Mall Road should be first nationalised. Not 


only this, ‘The services be nationalised. In this connection I am 
reminded of my first visit to Simla in 1948. When for the first time I 
stood at the Scandal Point, the whole Mall appeared to me bearing a 
close resemblance to an American Bazar, particularly of San Francisco. 


I for a moment forgot whether I was in India or in some foreign country. 


Only the people, their complexion aid flesh were Indian, but their 
movements, manners, fashion etc. were all foreign. It is so even now. 
By mentioning this what I want to drive at is that what is urgently 
needed to be nationalised is not the motor transport etc. but our hearts 
and brains—the brain of Government which works and runs the 


administration. (Cheers). 


The House will agree with me that the problems confronting us 
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require more of our seriousness than our zea? to deal with them. The 
hon. Ministers are aware that the masses who have returned them to the 


Legislatur want them to a'leviate their distress, want them to place 
their difficulties and other prob!ems before the Government. All these 


things require our undivided attention and seriousness, if they are to be 
properly dealt with, J, therefore submit at the cost of repetition, 
that before nationalising transport industry etc., Government should 


endeavour first to nationalise our brains and services 


Sir, as regards services, I regret to say the All India Service 
personnel insisted under duress on entering into a covenant or contract 
with the Goverament of India through the British bureaucrats so that 
their conditions of service and cadre etc., should not be disturbed 


and that they should be allowed to continue as they were 
in the time of the British. The pity of it is that the Government 
also regards this covenant as most sacred and inviolable. May I 
know whether the scrapping of the lakhs of mortgage deeds, rights of 
Inheritance and Malkana with one stroke of the pen did not constitute 
a violation of sacred contracts. When the Government freed the debtors 
from the payment of debts amounting to lakhs and crores of rupees, 


was that not breach of contract with the Sakukars 2? 


Now when the Government is out to abolish Zamindari, will, it not 
tantamount to an infringement of contract? I, therefore, fail to 


understand why the Government should consider the contract with the 


services as so sacred ! 


The members of the services are own kith and kin and all of us 


should make some contribution towards the service of ourc motherland. 


The entire system has to be gradually changed. ‘Those at the top will 
have to be brought down and those at the bottom will have to be raised. 
Unless both these things are done simultaneously the existing disparity 


betweon the ‘‘haves’’ and the “have-nots” will not disappear. 


Now I wish to say a few words about Kandi (the sub mountainous 


area) in Hoshiarpur District. It stretches from the Sutlej to the Beas. 


The people in this area are in such a pitiable condition thac the hon. 
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Members will be shocked to hear about it. In Hissar it is the cattle who 
are dying but in Kandi of Hoshiarpur District scores of people die of 


starvation every dav. 


ras Before partition about 1,50,000 Gujjars lived in this village. They 
migrated ŝo Pakistan. After the influx of refugees from the West 
Punjab, the Rehabilitation Department sent such people to settle there 
who were not accustomed to the conditions of that place. After they 
left that place, a major porticn of fertile land in this area became aban- 
doned and it is now lying uncultivated. About ten or twelve thousand 
people who are still there are undergoing various hardships. Fertile lands 
are lying uncultivated and the forests are spreading. Wild beasts roam 
about at night and the poor farmers have to engage watchmen for the 
purpose of protecting their fields, during the night, On the top of it, their 
life has been made still more difficult by the cancellation of arms licen- 
sesin large numbers. Consequently they are finding it hard to protect 
themselves from the depredations of the wild animals. I would request 
» the hon. Minister for Development to accompany me and see the 

condition of the people at the spot. The forests have become so dense 

that in some cases they do not admit of any passage for crossing them. 

Jackals, pigs and nilgais and other beasts destroy fruit: and foodgrains 

grown by the people, the leopards carry away the domestic animals. I 


hope this matter will receive the proper attention of the Government. 


About the Rehabilitation Department the less said the better. I have 
ia come accross pcople carrying bundles of copies and receipts of registered 
letters sent by them to the Rehabilitation Department but they never reccive 
any reply, despite repeated reminders. I am constrained to remark that 
in the matter of allotment of lands, a large number of displaced persons ` 
have been separated from their relatives. If one brother has been allot- 
ed land in the East of State the other has been settled in the West. If an 
influcntial person approaches the officere, he can get the land of his choice 
$ by dislocating the people already settled on it, I shall request the 
Government to solve this problem very carefully and sympethatically. If 
it is not solved in the proper manner dicontent among the displaced per- | 
sons is bound to increase. The Government should constitute a committee 


of is responsible persons for finding out proper and suitable solution of 


this problem, 
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[Shri Jagat Ram] 
Then, Sir, I wish to say a few words with regard to the Police. I 


do not say that :the. sum of Rs, 274 lacs, earmarked for the Police, is too 


large. Ifthe Government were to advertise in the newspapers that it 

wanted to recruit some honorary policemen, it would receive a large num- 

ber of applications. It is due to the fact that the policemen make so much $ 

money by unfair means that it is not considered necessary that a regular 

salary should be attached to these posts. The policemen more often than 

not commit atrocities on the innocent people. In this connection, I want | 
to narrate a true incident, without mentioning any names. A certain die- T od 
placed person came to a village with his wife and two children and settled 

there. Being penniless he started working ag a labourer. His daughter, who 

was only nine or ten years old, also began to earn a few rupees by clean- 


ing, utensils at the house of an assistant Sub-Inspector of police. That 


police officer lost his watch. . He suspected that girl of having stolen it |] 


and mercilessly gave hera severe beating, in order to extort a confession í 
from her. She was so much terrified that in order to escape beating she 

said that she had stolen the watch. She was asked to produce that watch r 

but on her inability to do so she was suspended in a well with her legs 

upwards. On hearing her shrieks, people from the locality reached the 

spot and got her released. Some time later the wife of that assistant 

Sub-lnspector produced the watch which had been misplaced by her. 

The Government is responsible for all the virtues as well as ills in the ad- 

ministration which it has inherited and it is its duty to eradicate all those 

evils.. A „few months ago, when there was the President’s rule in the 


Punjab, a large number of traders were arrested under the Punjab Pub- 


x 


lic Safey Act. People heaved a sigh of relief and they thought that perfect 


justice like what it was in Yudhishtra’s days was going to be adminis- 
tered but soon after, all the arrested persons were released. It shows 
that either some innocent and respectable persons were unnecessarily 
arrested or the culprits were allowed to go scot-free. In either case it 
was not proper for the Government to act in that manner. 


Now, I would like to say a few words about the working of the Public ‘ 
Works Department. As an indication of the integrity of its staff I might 
repeat what Shri Brish Bahan, former Deputy Chief Minister of Pepsu, 


| 


told us on the occasion ofthe last visit of the Prime Minister of India 
to Ambili According to him estimates were called for from the P. W. D. 
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for the constructon of a Hall at Patiala. The P. W. D. calculated that 
it would cost Rs. 96.000/-. When asked to reconsider the matter and give 
a revised estimate, the reply was received that the proposed building 
could in no case cost less than Rs. 96,000/-. 


Shri Brish Bhan told us that later on they got the same building 
constructed at a cost of Rs. 50,000/- only. Is it with the help of this 
kind of personnel that the Government proposas to launch schemas of 
nationalisation? I am of the view that before embarking on any such 


venture, Government must nationalise the services and the brains of its 


officials. 


Last but not least, | want to refer to our antiquated and rotten 
system of education, which is the root cause of all this unemployment 
among the educated young men. Under this system the day a young 
man completes his studies after having exhausted the slender resources 
of his parents and succeeds in getting a degree, he fails in the battle of 
life. He is no longer welcome in his home and after having been driven 
out from there wanders in vain in search of a job and is grected with a 
“no vacancy” notice everywhere. Down to the dust crash all his idealis- 
tic visions, hopes, aspirations and cravings, Was this the sort of career 


that we wanted to assure for our children in free India 2 


Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar (Taran Taran) (Punjabi): Sir first 
of all I want to congratulate the Finance Ministsr not on having present- 
ed this Budget but on the excellent manner he read his Budget speech 
(laughter), Sofar as his Budget is concerned we are not, at all, satis- 


fied. 


When we left for Simla, eyes of the public were fixed on the 
forthcoming Assembly Session and they were full of hopes of a remedy 
to all their ills being discovered in it. A few days before my departure I 
had an oppportunity to be present at two gatherings of villagers in my 
constituency. I was commissioned by the people assembled there to 
convey to them as early as possible on my return any good news 


concerning ‘their interests. 


Most of the members of this.House and the people at large had high 
hopes of at least one thing viz., announcement of a reduction in the 
rate of abiuna: but I am sorely disappointed to find that this Budget, 
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which was prepapred in consultation with the former State Congress Chief 


‘and its former General Secretary, does not contain any such decision 


despite the clear verdict of the Punjab State Congreess on this issue 
(Cheers from the Opposition benches). It is a pity that enhancement 
made in the rate of abiana still continues. 


Well, Sir, some of my lon. Friends are under the impression that 
the Government charges the peasants for canal water only. But I think 
the zamindars have to pay to the Government a tax even for the water 
that their crops get from rains. (More cheers). Of course I am referring 
to the land revenue realised from the barani lands. ‘Then, is there a 
single farmer who has not had a bitter experience of the kindness of the 
Irrigation Department and its whims ? Water supply from non-perennial 
canals is stopped all of a sudden by this department in the month of 
October when the sowing operations are just complete. It does not care 


that the sudden stoppage of water supply would cause damage to the 
Rabi crops. 


This year water supply was not resumed till the middle of April. 
This resulted in damage to the Rabi crops of those peagants who had 
sown them rather late and in the inability of theirs to sow Kharif crops 
in time, Ifsuch irregularities were committed by any public welfare 
department of the Government in towns, it would have keen served with 
notice after notice by the affected people and might have been sued for 
damages. If the Minister for Irrigation accompanies me to my ilaga I 
can show him channels from which people hoped to get water to irrigate 
their fields but which are giving them sand only. (Cheers). 


The other day the hon. Minister for Public Works had stated that 
the engineers in the service of this Government were so capable that the 
services of one of them had been requisitioned by the United Nations 
Organisation. I do not doubt his statement but I would urge upon him 
to send that able enigneer also to the U.N.O., who is responsible for mak- 
ing this excellent seating arrangement which leaves no passage for some 
Members to go out to the lavatory except, of course, by treading upon 
the toes of others. (Laughter). 


Now. J am not at all in favour of nationalisation of motor transport 
because this is likely to add to the prevailing corruption in the adminis- 


tration and result in the diminution of amenities for the public. Past 
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experience warns us against embarking on such schemes. Any one who 
has had an occasion to travel by a Government omnibus to Tarn Taran 
on “Amavash’” or “Purnamashi? days will take a vow not to vote for 
nationalization of road transport. So much is the inconvenience that he 
aah will have to undergo as a result of the passengers being packed like hay 


in a gunny bag. 


Iam also opposed to the levy of a tax on the poor passengers 
travelling by buses. (Cheers). It is absolutely uncalled for and. improp- 
er. | i 

Minister for Development : Is it not proper that when weighty 
persons like the hon. Member travel in buses, they should be taxed. 


Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar: A normal healthy person ıs 
bound to be weighty and will remain so until he fallsa prey to 
diabetes, as is the case with the hon. Minister for Development, 


= Well, Sir, in this connection I would like to remind the Goverment 


that some time back when the question of nationalization of road trans- 
port came up for its consideration it was then decided that the Govern- 
ment officers, should consult the transport. operators and arrive at some 
mutual agreement in this matter. The transport operators are not 
aliens. They are also the subjects of this State and as such they must be 
consulted before any tinal decision is taken in this matter. I am sure 
that they will be able to suggest ways and means by which Government 
could get more revenues under this scheme. Moreover, I may submit 
that in Bengal there are all Bengalis; in Behar there are all Beharis but 
Punjab is a State which is inhabited by people of different communities 
and they are Punjabis in name only.. What I wish to drive at is that 
we have already seen the harmful effects of communalism resulting in 
partition of the country in 1947. Afterwards an effort was made to 
yet rid of communalism and even it has not been given any place ia our 
ya Constitution. In 1947 a foimula for the representation of certain 
í communities in the cabinet was devised and the present Chief Minister 
observed it in letter and spirit in 1948 while constituting his cabinet. 
But now we find that our hon, Chief Minsiter has formed his cabinet 
nvt on communal lines, but contrary to the provisions of the formula 
referred to by me, 
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I know it for certain that all members of this House detest 
communalism because they know that it impedes the progress of the 


nation. Punjab is infact for all Punjabis. But still when the present 


ministry was formed, people rebelled against the idea of taking all m 
urbanites excepting one in the cabinet, specially when a fairly large 
population in the Punjab lived in villages. Besides this the Govern- 
ment has not even taken any representative of the backward ilaqa of 
Y 


Kangra in the cabinet. Then, Sir, I submit that a provision of 3, 11 lacs 


of rupees has been made in the Budget to be spent on the Capital projeet 
at Chandigarh. I think that by constructing such a Capital the Govern- 
ment has put an increasing drain on its Exchequer. I would request the 
Government that a deficit State like ours should not be burdened with 
big loans from the Central Government. The present financial position of A 
the State, as revealed by the hon. Finance Minister, is such that it can- 
not even pay the interest of tke loans raised by it. In the end, I would 
draw the attention of the Government to the difficulty which is being 
experienced by the people of my tlaqa. They are challaned by the canal 
authorities if their cattle are drinking water on one side of the canal 
andin case they go to the other side of the canal they are challaned 


by the Forest authorities. The Government should take steps in this 
direction to remove their difficulties. ` 


S. Sarup Singh (Amritsar, City East): Sir, if we peruse this 
Budget, you will find that the Government has confessed that it has 
mortgaged the present of the Punjab for its future. You will, I think, Sir, 
agree with: me that the Punjab is not the self-acquired property of 
the present Ministry and snrely they have no right to mortagage it or its 


assets in any manner they like. If at all they have to mortgage it, 
then they must mortgage it for necessity and the conception of neces- 


sity is a legal ons It is strictly defiiod and unless they circumscribed , 


their activities within those limits, I am afraid, they will be wasting the 


assetsnf the State.. Sir, I would like to elaborate my point. At the mo- 4 
ment this Budget reveals that the Punjab is under a debt of Rs. 58 crores 

as it stood on the Ist of April 1952 as given in the Memorandum which ~- 
forms an annexure to the Budget. | 


Now, Sir, they propose to spend two crores out of this loaned monev 
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I think, Sir, that no man, in his senses would agree thatit is a 
necessary expenditure when you cannot afford money for your hospitals. 
According to my calculation the State Government is spending at present 
two annas per head of the State population on medical treatment 
and 1 know that at Amritsar when emergency arises or when 
cases of a serious nature are taken to the hospitals, they have no 
beds to meet these emergencies. Moreover when the school edu- 
cation is so much neglected and when the State is already under heavy 
debts, they are incurring a further loan of Rs. 2 crores so that they 
could build palaces and provide other amenities which have no meaning 
at all for the manin the street. I am constrained to remark, Sir, that 
this expenditure is highly wasteful, highly extravagant and highly 


unjustified. 


I come next to the Bakhra Nangal project for which a loan of 
rupees 23 Crores 66 lakhs has been incurred, As is well known, this 
project is a multi-State project and when it is completed, it is likely to 
benefit Pepsu and Rajasthan with the supply of water ; and Delhi, 
Pepsu and Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and even some towns of Uttar 
Pradesh will benefit from the electricity to be produced from this pro- 
ject.Now when this project is going to benefit all the States that I have 
named above why should the poor Punjab with its depleted financial 
rescurces, incur all the debt, for its construction? That is beyond my 
comprehension, Sir. Oo 


I think Sir, the present Ministry owes an explanation, to the peop- 
le of the Punjab and it would be advisable if they come out with a state- 
ment that they will not go on incurring the loans and debts for the 
construction of a project whichis a multi-State project and which is 
going to benefit so many states. They should take up this case with the 
Central Government on the grounds that I have given above. It really 
stands to reason why should Punjab alone be asked to bear the burden 
of the cost of its constructiton when this project, on its completion, is 
going to benefit not only so many States but the Centre also? My 
fecling is that Central Government should be approached to bear some 
portion of the amount of expenditure to be incurrred on the construct- 
ion of the Bhakra Nangal Project because out of the electric power 
which this project is going to generate, the Centre is going to get all 
the income in the shape of Income-Tax and otber taxes which the Centre 
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may levy on the industries which will start operating with power 


supplied by this project. I, therefore, request that this highly 
scandalous state of affairs, as it stands today, should be stopped forth- 
with. I repeat why should this truncated, poor and uprooted Punjab 
bear the burden of a project which is going to benefit firstly the 
Government of India and secondly many towns of Uttar Pradesh, 
Himachel Pradesh, Delhi State, the PEPSU and Rajasthan ? There 
is absolutely no justification for burdening the Punjab with this 
heavy debt. 


Now, Sir, there is another thing which is indeed very disturbing. 
At the time of elections certain persons made very attractive promises to 
the Electorate that if they were returned to power they would bring radi- 
cal changes in the administration and would strive their best to im- 
prove the conditions of masses, but as soon as they got into a position 
when they could do something, they suddenly changed their stand. 
I will quote some instances. The hon. Minister for Transport was 
very much against the construction of the Punjab Capital at 
Chandigargh and in fact he wrote so many articles and books against 
its construction but since he is a Member of the Cabinet now, 
he has ceased all oppositions to this project. On the other hand 


he is now party to that expenditure. Sir, I am afraid this is 


going to prove a very sorry state of affairs for the public life of 
this State and I daresay unless and until the conditions improve and 
the gentlemen who gave promises to the Electorate fulfil them, special- 
ly when they can do so without let or hindrance, we are going to be in 
trouble. Even, Sir, the hon. Minister for Development promised at 
Rayya Conference some time before the election that he would pledge 
his life for the reduction of abiana (water rates). But the abrana rate 


is still there and he is alive too. 


Minister for Development : Sir the hon. Member is missiating 
the facts. I never said so. Probably my learned friend would have 
read this news from s)me Akali paper. What I said at that time was 
that I would try my level best to get the increascd abiuna reduced to 


the minimum possible extent. 


Sardar Sarup Singh: Sir, this is wrong, but if my hon. Friend 


still wishes to fulfil that promise, I can give him a suggestion. | 
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wonder, Sir, if he is prepared to stake his ministership to get that 
abiana reduced. If he is, he can get the abiana reduced. 


Mr. Speaker, Unless the Members who have come to this House 
after making certain promises to the Electorate, do not fultil them, 
there is going to be a vicious circle whereby a group of persons may 
come into power after giving certain pledges to the Electorate and 
thereafter they may forget everything. Another group may make 
similar promises to the Electorate, turn out the previous ones and soon 
after they have been returned into puwer, they may also not care 
for the welfare of the masses. This vicious circle may go on and the 
result wil! be that the lot of the masses will never be improved and 


they will continue to suffer from misery and poverty. 


There is another thing, which I want to say through you, Sir, to 
my friends occupying ministerial benches. Trey have gone to Delhi 
several times and T fail to understand as to why they have not been 
succesetul in pressing Punjab’s case for increased grant from the Centre. 
They are without an exception, Sir, small statured men with quaking 
legs and with a beggar’s bowl in their hands but in streamlined cars they 
go to Delhi, ask for grants but are ‘pooh poohed’ and then they suddenly 
say, “Please give us loans’. In future, when they happen to go to Delhi, 


. they must impress upon the Centre the gravity of the financial situation 


of the Punjab State and instead of taking with them a beggar’s bowl 
and returning back with some loans which too they do not utilise 
properly they should ask for more grants. . To begin with, they should 
get all loans converted into grants so that this poor State may not 
remain burdened with the Joans for years together. | 

Now I want to say something in connection with the Grow More 
Food Campaign. We have incurred a debt of rupees 4 crores and 27 
lakhs on the Grow More Food Campaign. In fact, recently the Punjab 
has exported some wheat to Delhi. Therefore, if the Central Govern- 
ment or the rest of the country wants that this State should produce 
more food for them, why should they not make an additional grant 
to this State. Why should we incur debts to provide food to other 
States. ? We have enough food for our own purposes and if they want 
more wheat to be produced in the Punjab for the other States, then 


they must provide us with the necessary wherewithal to enable us to 
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do so. It is highly uujust and unbearable that we should incur debts so 
that other States may have more grains. This is a very sorry state aa 


of affairs and this Budgets presents a very alarming picture. Any one 
| who is in his senses or who has any political integrity would not dare 
to congratulate this Government on the presentation of this Budget. 


However, we may take a lenient view of the hon. Minister for 
Figance’s work because he has been at the helm of affairs for a very 


short time. But unless this alarming state of affairs is not remedied 
| we think the prosperity of the Punjab would be a thing of the past. 
: As a matter of fact, though Iam not allowed to read out passages as 
this Budget itself says that the prosperity of the Punjab would not be 
areality unless all these debts and accumulated interests are paid and 
| there is very little likelibood of their being paid in forseeable time. In this 


way we are not only mortgaging our present but also mortgaging the 
future of generations to come and our children’s future. I think Sir, the k 
hon. Finance Minister has added insult to injury cr rather has rubbed 

salt into the wcunds of the poor employees of this state by paying 

5 rupees more in the shape of dearness allowance instead of doing a 
something solid for them, 


Before I conclude my speech, I again emphasise that this State 
must appoach the Centre for getting all the loans converted into grants 
and unless this is done, the party in power cannot claim that it is 
serving the interests of this poor State. 


Rao Gajraj Singh (Gurgaon) (Hindi). Sir, the Budget is being 

debated upon since yesterday from different points of view. The 
hon. Members of all shades and opinion have expressed their views ú 
in the House according to their own lights, some favouring the 7 
Budget and some opposing it. But our Ministers have: already 
agreed to accept our legitimate demands. So, I would like to place 
befere you, Sir, the views of the masses who have sent us here as 
their representatives. Well, Sir, my feeling is that the Budget 
falls short of the ideals of the Corgress. It is true that very 
little time is left at the disposal of the Ministers to make any change i 
in it. I would like to mention here the purport of what Mahatma q 
Gandhi, in course of his speech made on the Independence Day 
in 1947 said. Hercmarked that a good Government was that which 
aims at the welfare of the village population. 
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Sir, when we examine this Budget in the light of this remark, 
we find that only small amounts have been provided for the benefit 
of the poor classes. For instance, a provision of rupees 8 lakhs 
has been made for the village Panchayats. This reaily is too small 
at a sum forthe purpose in a free democratic country. As a matter 

of fact this amount for thirteen districts is very little, when the 
Congress belivves in the Panchayat Raj. But I must point out that 
the Panchayats, which are at present working, are of no utility to 
to the masses. The Panchayat officers supervise the working of 
the village-Panchayats while sitting at their head quarters and cannot 
and in fact do not take the least interest in their working, as they 
should. For such attitude of the Panchayat officers the present 
Government is not to blame, because they were recruited by the 
predecessors of this Government. It would be better, Sir, not to 
allocate this sum of Rs. 8 lakhs to the existing Panchayuts. I 
am of this opinion that in case this money is allowed to be spent 
on them, these Panchayats would, instead of proving useful, become 
D a source of nuisance to the public. The people in the villages 
for whose benefit such Panchatyats exist will be least benefitted. 
Therefore, our Government will be committing a blunder, if it 
places this amount at the disposal of the existing Panchayats. 


Now, Sir, I would like to tell this House something regarding 
the people of the backward areas of our State which are situtated 
beyond Ambala. These areas were neglected by the Punjab 
Government even during the pre-partion period. The public of 
these backward districts e.g. Gurgaon, Rohtak and Hissar now no 
longer expect to continue to be neglected from the present Government. 
It pains me very much to point out that after going through 
the whole budget I do not find any provisions having been made 
for the betterment of these areas. You would be surprised to 
note, Sir, that there is not a single high school even at the head 
quarters of the four Tehsils of these districts. In the absence of 

re this the question of a college being established there does not 
a arise atall. I find that the Hon. Minister for Public Works general- 
ly shows maps and photographs to the Hon. Members in this House, 
but to-day, I shall depict before him a picture of the working of 
of his department in our District. Sir, there is not even a single 
canal in the whole of the District of Gurgaon. 
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Minister for Finance : There is one canal which irrigates 
the area of Balabgarh in that district. 

Shri Gajraj Singh: But that cannal comes from Uttar Pradesh. 
In 1935, a survey was got completed by the then Punjab Government 
for the Gurgaon project. The project had to irrigate 843 thousand 
acres of land in Gurgaon, Hissar and Karnal districts. But nothing 
more than mere survey was done. Even the relevent papers of 
that scheme are not traceable anywhere. For full one month I 
have been after them. These are not even traceable in the Pro- 
ject Division. Therefore, Sir, I request the Government to take up 
that scheme in hand as early as possible, if it is anxious to up- 
lift the people of that backward area. Moreover, the accomplishment 
of that Scheme will prove a paying proposition to the Government 
as well, and J am sanguine that it will not only pay;back thewhole 
expenditure incurred on it by the Government but also make a return 


to the extent of 5 to 100 times. 


Mr. Speaker: Keeping yesterday’s experience in view, I would 
suggest to the hon. Member to agree to the curtailment-limit for 
making speeches for each hon. Member to 10 minutes. I find that 
still a large number of hon, Members is anxious to speak and very 
little time is left. Tomorrow most of the time will be taken up 
by the Hon. Minister. 1 hope, the hon. Members will not misunder- 
stand me. In case any hon. Member has any objection to my 
suggestion, I shall allow the speeches to be made without restriction 


as to time as at present. 


Sardar Waryam Singh (Amritsar) (Punjabi): Sir, Just as the 
Budget now before the house has ignored the poor people, similarly 
in the matter of allotment of time some of the back-benchers have 
been ignored. Anyhow this budget has neither in any way glorified 
the Finance Minister nor the Congress Party under whose regime it 
has been prepared and presented to this House. As for myself it 
was my earnest desire to see my party achieving renown and 
glory by bringing forward a budget which improved the lot of the 
poor in every respect. But l am constrained to remark that this 
budget inno way achieves this object. When I look at the present 
budget in the light of conditions prevailing in our State and the 
plight of the poor man as also the comfortable position of the rich, 


J.,canno: help saying that. 
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ara dag aad, aa ada a ge 
we ule ó gad, Fe aaGe ó ani 
The Punjab for which this Budget has been prepared consists of 

the villages and the poor people inhabit them. It is not a Punjab 
of big businessmen and officers. As a matter of fact the man in the 
street has a far greater claim on the wealth of the State than the 
affluent people who are already in the enjoyment of amenities of 
life. But it is regrettable to note that this Budget does not take 
them into consideration. I am, therefore, of the opinion that it 
dces not go to the credit of the Congress Party to have presented such 
a Budget. 


In the recent elections the people oi this State reposed their 
confidence in this party. So, we should work in such a way as not 
to betray their confidence or belie the hopes that they entertained 
in our capability to work for their good. Weshould try to under- 
stand the difficulties of the people living in the rural areas, as they 
have been ignored since long. The burden of providing a major portion 
of revenues to the State falls upon these people. They give Abiana, 
pay land revenue, Panjotra and local rates apart from various other 
taxes to the exchequer. They produce wealth far the nation. But they 
are not given adequate facilities or even the bare necessities of life. In the 
cities there is police to protect the people but in the villages the villagers 
have to work hard during the day and give ‘ Thikri Puhra’ at night so 
that thieves and burglars may not take away whutever little they 


possess, 


The income of the State, which these poor persons augment with 
the sweat of their brow, is mostly taken away by the big officens 
of the Government appointed ducing the British Regime as they draw 
fat salaries and thrive at the expense of these poor people. Is it 
not a cruel joke that out of the total annual income of about 17 
crores the General Administration should take away a big slice of 
the revenues amounting to Rs. 5,29,98,000 ? After partition while 
the landowners were allotted lands after applying cuts, the officers 
of the Government who were drawing two hundred and fifty 
rupees in the pre-partition days are now getting twelve hundred 
rupees, Why these rapid promotions? I would ask the Finance Minister 
to appoint an unofficial enquiry Committee to go into this matter. 
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He should see things for himself also. Why is a sum of Rs. = 
2,73,64,00 0/- being spent on the Pelice which perpetrated cruelties ae 
on those who struggled hard to throw off the foreign yoke during the 

British days? Then, Sir, a sum of rupees fifty thousand only b 


has been sanctioned for providing relief to the political sufferers. 

What is the necessity of giving such a petty amouns to the politi- 

cal sufferers? Either the officers who were responsible for committing 

atrocities on the patriots like Mr. Jai Prakash Narain, Niranjan Singh 

Talib, Shri Subhas Chandra Bose’s nephew, Sardar Udham Singh * 
Nagoke and others in the Lahore Fort should be removed or 

this petty amount which is being offered to the political sufferers 

‘by way of relief should also be put in their pockets. 


When I see this Budget from the political point of view I find that 
it is wanting in many respects. Most of the people in rural areas 
voted for the Congress because promises were held out to them 


- -0y OF 


that Abiana would be reduced. But now I find one of my hon. 
Friends remarking that there is no need or justification for doing so. Ls 
I think the hon. Member is ignorant of the fact that the incidence 
of the Abiana falls upon the po r cultivator and not upon the 


big lind owner. 


Another mitter which deserves the close attention of this House 
is the supply of water at cheaper rates. This is essential for purposes 
of givinga fillip to the Grow More Food Campaign. I feel that the 


officials working for the Grow More Food Cumpaign, launched by the 


State Government, have no other work except to draw paper plans. 2 
We are at present giving water to Pakistan. Why cannot we stop it ? wi 


The electricity which we give to Pakistan is being charged for at the 
rate of eleven pies per unit while we are charging the rate of sixteen 
pies per unit here in our State. Why this discrimination? If the 


rates of water and electricity are not reduced; the Grow More Food 


Campaign will not receive the impetus required for its success. 


Another submission of mine is that under the Congress Rule there 
should be no question of urbanites and ruralites. All things should be 


done purely on merit and particularly keeping the larger interests 


} 
| of the country, as a whole, in view. ‘The poor should be helped and 
| raised to the standards which we aim at. The urbanites should 
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co-operate in extending a helping hand to the poor people living in 
Villages. At present I find that the attitude of the people in cities 
is not helpfal towards the villagers, In Amritsar, for example, the 
refuse of the city which is of no use to the citizens themselves is being 
supplied at high rates to the zamindars who use it as manure. It is 
a thousand pities that the villagers who supply the city with all the 
vegetables and foodgrains required fur the daily consumption of the 
inhabitants ere not cven entitled to take away this manure, Not only this; 
the agricultural produce which a zamindur takes tu the city is subject 
to heavy octroi duty by Amritsar Municipal Committee. I would suggest 
that in order to afford some relief to the farmer this duty should be 
reduced. Such an attitude on their part is the source of the differences 


that at present exist between inem., 


Another matter that requires immediate action on the part of our 
Government is that of the location of the High Court. Simla in no case 
suits the poor zamindars. In order to make justice speedy and cheap 
to all the people in the State it is most essential that the High Court 
should be moved to the plains at an early date. The poor people 
cannot afford to. come here. I hope the Government will pay 


immediate attention vo this Important matter. 


Sardar Partap Singh (Mallanwala) (Punjubi): Mr. Speaker, 
we all have been sent to this august House by our electors so 
that we may sit together, deliberate and formulate plans for the 
betterment of the masses. So it is the duty of every hen. Mem- 
ber to put forward constructive suggestions instead of picking up 
quarrels with others. It goes without saying that ours isa deficit 
State. The hon. Finance Minister, while presenting the Budget, 
made this fact clear in his speech that there was a lot of defi- 
cit this year in the revenues of the State. I would, therefore, 


like to make a few suggestions to make up this deficiency in our 


finances. 


First, I take up the demand under Police, A very large 


amount has been earmarked in the Budget for this department. 


I think if we make a judicious use of the amount allocated for this 
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purpose, then a good deal of money can be saved and utilised 
fer the betterment of the people. 


Then there is the department of Civil Supplies which adminis- 
ters controls on various commodities. I think that corruption is 
rampant in this department even more than in the Department 


of Police, I am, therefore, of the opinion that a substantial amount 
of money can be saved, if we avoid unnecessary expenditure incur- 


red by this department, and the saving thus effected can be made 
use of in improving the hard lot of the backward areas. 


I may tell the House, in passing, how the Civil Supplies Depart- 


ment itself encoureges corruption. Hon, Members are well aware 
of the measures used by the ordinary shopkeepers and msasures 
like the yard uscd by the cloth dealers. Ordinarily the yard stick 


made of iron does not cost more than four annas and the price 
of a weight ranges from four to twelve annas at the most. But 
when the Civil Supplies Department authorises a certain firm to 
supply these weights and measures to the people and puts a 
contro] over the supply, then what happens is that the prices 
charged by that firm for these articles shoot up. The controlled 
yard-stick ordinarily costing four annas is sold for Rs. 1/12 and the 
set of weights at Rs. 4/8. You will see, Sir, that if this is not 
black-maikcting, then what else is it? I am clear in my mind that 
the department of controls has outlived its utility. It should he 
abolished without any delay. Besides, our State is surplus in food- 
grains, Why should we «export food to other States and sell 
controlled focd-grains at high rates to our own people? We should 
export only afier we have kept the full quota for the consumption 
of our people. I feel that the abolition of this department will 
result in a large saving which can be utilised to balance our 
Budget and also we can  cnhance the provisions made for the 
beneficent departments, Not only this, The money thus saved 
should be spent fur uplifting the backward classes like the 
Harijans, The Government should uct upon the teachings of 
Mahatma Gandhi who always preached to the Congress workers to 
embrace the Harijans and serve them to ameliorate their condition. 
Now that the Congress is in power, it should try to give a 
practical shape to the advice of the Father of the Nation. In 
this connection T would like to make a few suggestions. 
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Government should not only remit the University fees of the 
Haryan boys, but also give them liberal remissions in fees when they 
join a school. Now what happens is this. At first the school 
authorities feel very reluctant to admit Harijan boys and to remit their 
fees. If under pressure they admit them, what they do is- that 
they fail them at the annual examinations and then compel them 
to pay the fees if they want to continue their studies. This is- 
really a great hardship for the Harijuns. The next point is that 
Government has reserved a number of scholarships for the Harijan 
boys from the 9th class. 1 may state for the information of the ` 
House that the PEPSU Government is far more liberal than our 
Government in this matter, It awards scholarships to the Harijan 
boys from the first primary class. l request that the Punjab 
Government should also grant scholarships to the Łlarijans from 
the first piimary ciass rather than from the 9th class, so that 
they may be able to make some head-way -in education. Then, | 
as I have already stated, University fees should be remitted to - 
them, They should not be first charged and then asked to apply 
for the remission of the same, because it is very difficult for i 
them to pay fees in advance. I hope the Government will take ` 
steps to mitigate the hardship of the Harijan boys in the matter 


of fees. 


Then, Sir, Government has been very kind to reserve l5 per 
cent posts in the services for the Harivans. But I find that this. 
percentage is found more or less on paper and not in actual practice. 
If we just cast a glance over the departments, we find that no 
responsible post is being held by any Harijan officer. As a 
matter of fact no Harijan officer has. been placed in either the Pro- 
vineal Civil Service or the Provincial Educational Service. Then 
although Government have issued orders for the recruitment `of 
Harijans in higher -posts in the- Police Department, yet we find 
that the Harijan Police Officers are conspicuous by their absence 
in that department. I wouid draw the special attention of the 
Government to these points and would request it to see- that 
the Harijans-are given their due share in- the services. 


Then there-.are small peasants who are continuing to cultivate 


their lands in the old, hackneyed style. I suggest that under the 
‘Grow More Food’ scheme they should be‘imparted knowledge of 
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better methods of cultivation, so that they may be able to increase 
their produce and thus help India to achieve self-sufficieny in food wt 
grains. 


` 


Sardar Uttam Singh (Sri Gobindpur ) (Punjabi) : Sir, through -. 
you, I wish to offer my congratulations to the hon. Minister for 
Finance for having presented a good Budget. I consider it to 
be a really constructive Budget because it contains adequate provis- 
ions for the development of beneficent departments like the Educat- 
ion, Medical, Public Health., Agriculture, Veterinary, Co-operative 


A 


Societies, Industries, and Civil Works. Not only this, every effort has 
been made to meet the demands of the Hissar famine. Then 
a handsome amount has been earmarked for introducing the scheme 
of Community Projects. Al this indicates that Punjab will make 


progress by leaps and bounds. I have, therefore no hesitation in 


-y P 


saying that this Budget is a constructive Budget in the real sense 
of the word. | 


The scheme proposed ın it for advancing Taccavi loans to 
Zamindars and the amount of money provided for the construct- 
tion of water outlets, roads and dispensaries in the rural areas 
clearly shows that the Budget will bring abcut prosperity and 
happiness in the State. In this connection I must also express my 
appreciation for the work done by the Government for the 
consolidation of holdings. The strict orders, issued by the Govern. 
ment to Tehsildars and Revenue Officers regarding the completion 
of this work with maximum speed indicate that the Government š 
is very serious about it. I would, however, like to draw the q 
attention of the Government to one or two difficulties of the 
Zamiadirs. Tae first of these is the increased water-rate. 
The previous Government brought about an increase of fifty percent 
in the water rates but at the time of doing so it was declared 
on its behalf that the increase was intended for one year only. 
It is very unfortunate that the increased rate is still being 
charged. Then, you will perhaps remember, Sir, that, some time aj 
back, our Prime Minister said in the course of his public speeches 
| that the members of the Legislature should maintain regular | 
| contacts with the people of their constituencies so that they | 
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could understand their needs and difficulties. So, when I complain 
about the increase in water rates on the floor of this House, [ 
simply voice the feelings of the Zamindars and it is my duty 
to do so. I hope that the Government will give a sympathetic 


consideration to my suggestion, 


Shri Amir Chand Gupta (Amritsar City Central) (Hindi) : Mr. 
Speaker, the Budget under discussion is not such that it should 
be disliked by anybody. It reveals an attempt on the part of 
the Government to bring about progress in the State. ‘The 
attempt may not be perfect but the evidence that it is there 
cannot be denied. I do not propose to dwell on the virtues of 
the Budget but shall like to draw the attention of the Govern- 


ment to some of its defects and shortcomings. 


First of al!, I deprecate any distinction being made between 
the rural and the urban people. Though I belong to an urban 
area, yet I believe that the uplift of the rural people should get 
priority. As a matter of fact no one will be more pleased than 
myself if the Government spends the maximum amount of money 
for the benefit of the rural people. ‘There is one thing which is 
the concern of both the rural and the urban people alike and I 
want to draw the attention of the Government towards it. I am 
referring to trade., I belong to Amritsar, which used to be a very 
busy centre of trade in India. During the last five years there 
has been a general fall in trade, not only in Amritsar but in the whole 
of the State. This is not a thing which can be easily ignored. 
The importance of cities and states depends upon their trade and 
with its decline they lose it. In that case the people begin 
moving to other places. The Government should not be oblivious 
of the fact that trade in this State has declined during the last 
five years and if this deterioration is not checked in time, we will 
suffer itieparable loss. For this purpose, I do not propose any 
action which may not be possible within the provisions - of this 
Budget. I only want that the restrictions on the trade should be 


relaxed. If that is done the trade will improve. 


It goes without saying that the partition of the Punjab has been 


greatly responsible for the loss of trade but I feel that if controls are 
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removed its recovery will be facilitated. There was a time when goods 
worth crores of rupees were exported out of: Amritsar. I am not 
referring to export to foreign countries. I am speaking about tho 
" goods exported to cther parts of India. Removal of controls will give 
a fillip to the trade, which is fast dwindling. This is a surplus State ey 
and the removal of controls is not an impossible proposition. If these | 
cin be removed in a deficit State like Madras, why is it not possible 
to do soin the Punjab? If the Government has any apprehensions 
| about the results of the removal of controls, I think those are entirely 
unfounded. Any action in this direction will not only lcad to an 
increase in the trade but will pave the way for the winding up of 
a department cn which the Government is spending huge sums of 
money. | E 


Now, I take up to the question of education. For the benefit of - 
displaced students, the Government has been giving grants to schools © a 
and colleges. I am, however, sorry that these grants have now been 
stopped. This decision of the Government has hit the refugees hard ; £ 
because most of them are not in a position to pay the tuition fees of 
their children. Tie schoul and college authorities demand fees and I 
know of scores of students who are greatly worried on aecount of 
their inability to pay the same. I have spoken to the heads of 
many educational institutions about this matter but they find it 
difficult to remit fees in the case of a large number of students. If 
the number of students requiring concession were small, they might have 
found it possible to grant their request. But the difficulty is that the 
number of poor refugee students is so large that they cannot grant ‘ 
remission of fees without any financial assistance by the Government. 


Now, as I have already stated, the grant that was given to education- 
al institutions with the object of giving aid to refugee students has been 
stopped. I would urge upon the Government the necessity to restore 
it as early as possible so that boys and girls whose parents have been 
rendered destitute as a result of the Partition may not be deprived of 


education. 


Secondly, I draw the attention of the Government to th inadequate 
nun ber of schools inthis State where many institutions run by the 
Muslims have vanished and their substitutes have not come into 
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existence though the emigrant population has been replaced by an 
” equal number of Hindu and Sikh refugees. Consequently the existing 
schools are overcrowded and many children have to go without education 
owing to lack of accommodation in them. The only way out of this 
difficulty is to start the system of double shifts in all the schools of 
the State. 


While l adinit the need for giving necessary educational facilities in 
the rural areas, I would request the Government not to deprive the 
ö children so keenly desirous of getting education of the opportunity, 
This double shift arrangement will obviate the necessity of erecting new 
buildings which the Government is not in a postion to do owing ‘to the 
paucity of funds. | 


There is no gainsaying the fact that the decision of the Government 
to nationalize text-books is really praiseworthy but I am afraid the prices of 


text-books are still too high for the slender means of the parents, Children 
of poor parents are finding it difficult to purchase even second-hand © 
AD books. I, therefore, suggest the appointment of a small committee 
to enquire into the margin of profit likely to accrue to the publishers 
who have been given contracts by the Government and explore the 
possibility of a further reduction in the prices of. text-books. _ i 


Then the fees charged by the private institutions are much higher 
than the corresponding fecs fixed for Government schools and colleges. 
Besides the regular dues, the parents of the students are called upon to 
make donations .to the institutions In this way education imparted 

n by private institutions is much more expensive. Though’ on 

books the same fee is shown as is fixed by the Government, actually 
a much higher amount is realized in one form or the other. l ám, 
therefore, of the opinion that some legislation should be introduced in 
this House to give the Government powers to exercise control over this 
mushroom growth of schvols so that they charge the same fees as are 


in vogue in the Government Schools and give the students the same 
$- řacilities as are given to them in the latter, 


A few words about the wages of the school teachers and I 
have done. The idea of uniform scales for ‘Anglo-Vernacular and 
Vernacular Teachers is a happy one and I welcome it. I some- 
times wonder why such meagre scales of pay were originally 
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sanctioned for teachers who are the real nation-builders. The 


need for encouraging them more and more need hardly be over- , 


emphasised. 


Shri Babu Dyal (Sohna) (Hindi): Sir, I congratulate the 
Finance Minister on having taken pains to prepare this Budget 
in a very short spanof time. From the business point of view it 
is a deficit Budget. Barring one or two good proposals, for 
instance the decision to improve the scales of pay of teachers, the 
aholition of special pays ete, in all other respects it is a a 
nagation of the fundamental programme of the Congress, ¢ 
according -to which the upliftment of the backward i 
areas has always been among the foremost items. ' 


I regret to point out, Sir, that this Budget contains 
no provision for the development of those parts of my i 
district which yearn for even drinking water. While the Finance 
Minister is proud of having provided a sum of Rs. 22,52,90,000 
under the capital expenditure for the construction of the Bhakra ; 
Dam. indication of the continuance of the old policy of neglect- 
ing South-East Puajab which is backward ia all respects is clearly 
scen from the fact that it is nut proposed to give this arid tract any 
portion of the water supplies expected to beccme available on the 
c mpletion of this Dam. Owing to the step-mothcrly treatment 
meted out to my district by the Governments of the Punjab, both 
post and present, it is lugging behind all other districts, be it the 


sph. re of education, irrigation, Government services or industries. 


In the n onth of “Jeth”? when water in the pools dries up, people 
living in the villages of Nuh and Rewari Tehsils are at their wits’ end as 
to where to get drinking water from. Thousands of them are forced 
to take brackish water and die of cholera. Can ‘there be a great- 
cr injustice than that of deprivation of a million of people of 

"water from. Bhakra Dam—people who are always faced with the i 
prolem of gstting evea water for drinklng purposes? Is it not | 
a blow to ths self respect of those Members wh») come from this 


district ? 


I would, therefure, request the Government to make arrange- 


ments for the supply of potable water there Water survey operat- 
ions should be carried on in ths district of Gurgaon and arrange- 
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ments should be made for the sinking of tube-wells there. If this is 
not done, I would say that the Budget has not been prepared in 


accordance with the Congress policy. 


We find that a provision of Rs, 73,01,300 has kzen made in 
the Budget for the Medical Department. Sometime back a request 
was made by the people of this ilaga to the hon. Minister for Finance 
when he visited this district that an X-Ray apparatus. may be install- 
ed in the hospital at the headquarters of the district; but I am 
corry to say that on studying the Budget I find that this or- 
dinary request has also been ignored. Besides this, I find that 
the provision made inthe Budget for Education is Rs. 1,98°60 lakhs. 
It is disappointing to find that out of this sum no educational 
facilities have been extended to the Gurgaon District. There are 
very few primary schools in the district and some private schools 
have been opened through the efforts of the public. The need for open- 
ing a Government college at Gurgaon is obvious. Though there is 
a private college at Rewari functioning on communal lines in. the 
district yet it cannot cater for the needs of that district. which 
has a population of 10 lakhs. The people of Gurgaon stood on 
their own legs and started an §. D. Guru Darona College with 
their money and furnished it completely but unfortunately they 
have no building of their own, The public requested the Govern- 
ment to provide the deserted building of the industrial centre at 
Gurgaon as a token of aid to this College. It is very much 
regretted that the Government sold this deserted industrial centre 
to the College for Rs 1,72,000. Now the people of the district 
cannot run this college easily because they are poor. 


Hence I suggest that the Government should take over this 
institution with the present staff. Then there is a sore need for a Girls’ 
High School there. The District Board has passed a resolution to pro- 
vide land and tbe Municipal Committee to donate rupees ten 
thousand. The Government should do something in’ the matter. 


Our request for setting up an industrial centre at Gurgaon 


has also not been acceded to by the Government. though enough 


land was. available’ for this purpose. Moreover, a sum of Rs. 
1,86 31 lakhs has been provided in vhe Budget on Building Works. 
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I wonder why the grade of the overseers has been revised to 
Rs, 300 p.m. who misappropriate 5 percent of the amount for 
themselves when passing the bills of the contractors. My hon, 
Friend has rightly remarked that this nominal increase in the 
grade is just an eye-wash. I suggest that their pays should be | 
reduced unless they give up this practice of bribery. 


Mr. Speaker: Before I call upon any hon. Member to 
speak I hope the House will agree with me that we should congratulate 


the hon. Chief Minister on his attending the Asssembly to day after 
his brief illness. : 


Chief Minister : Sir, through you, I thank the hon. Members 
ior their good wishes. | | 


Sardar Mukhtiar Singh: (Moga-Dharamkote) (Punjabi) : Sir, 
it would have been much better if some Congress member hailing from 
the Ferozepore Jlaga had voiced the grievances of the people of that 
Ilaga because his voice would have  surely.-carried weight with 
the Government otherwise [ know that the Government attach 
little importance to any proposal which emanates from the 
Opposition Party. But what I find is that very few Congress members 
were returned to the Assembly from this District and that is why a step- 
motherly treatment is being meted out to the people of this Jlaga. This 
district has given largest number of recruits for the army but | am sorry 
to say that the Government has not extended any educational 
facilities to this district. ‘Chere hardly exists any sehool in this [aga 
within a radius of ten miles even though the Government’s crders are 
to the effect that there should be a school within a radius of two miles, 
The Government should sanction a special grant for this border district 
so that it may not remain backward in education. Moreover, I may 
bring it to the notice of the Government that it had promised to reduce 
the land revenue of all villages in the erstwhile Kalsia State which has 
now been merged in the Punjab, but l regret to say that it has so far 
taken no steps in this direction, 


Shri Abdul Ghani Dar (Nuh) (Hindi): Sir, when I was a 
child } vividly recollect having heard a story of two Pundits who were 


great scholars in Sanskrit. They once centered into an argument on 
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some point. Both of them bandied words and bragged of their superior 
knowledge. ‘They began to challenge each other to show their 
learning. At this one Pandit retorted, ‘Uchro, Ghuchro, Dhuchro’, 
The other fellow was amazed to hear these words and wanted to 
a outwit him by saying, “Eki meki dhek’. On this the supporters of 
the latter Pandit rejoicingly said that their Pandit had won the argu- 
ment and pcesessed superior knowledge. ‘This story is applicable to the 
members of the Opposition Party who want to establish their superiority 
over the Government like the second Pandit in the story related by me 
by being vociferous and making much ado about nothing. 

Sir, the hon, Members of this House are well aware that the 
economic condition of the world especially of this country is far from 
satisfactory. Our State has since the partition received a great setback 
and our social and economic structure has become topsy-turvy. 


So, keeping in view the heavy odds confronting this State and 
the trials and tribulations and sufferings which our Punjab had to 
undergo and also the masterly grasp of the financial situation by a 
Minister who himself happens to be a refugee and an expert in matters 
relating to commerce and industry, my hon. Friends while discusing 
the Budget should have put forward some concrete and constructive 
suggestions instead of making intangible criticism. A shrewd business- 
man knows very well that the availability of funds is absolutely essential 
for carrying on any industrial or commercial operations and for 
this purpose debt may have to beincurred. Well, Sir, the Bhakra Dam — 
+ which will be the second of its kind in the world when ready will open 

the doois of prosperity and progress and it will not only rehabilitate 
the shattered economy of the Punjab, but will also confer immense 
benefits upon the vast multitude of uprooted Punjabis. 


It is gratifying to observe that two model townships namely, 

Faridabad and Nilokheri have been set up by our Government. T feel 

è that this fact should have been appreciated by my friends opposite, 
namely, that even in the face of difficulties our Government has been 
struggling hard to bring this State in line with the other States of India, 
In the joint Punjab most of the funds of the Government used to be 
spent on the single city of Lahore, which was the centre of educa- 


tion, trade and industry. But, as a result of partition we have 
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been deprived of all those institutions, It is surprising, Sir, that my 


hon. Friend lost sight of this fact and stated that our Minister for 
Finance had not preseuted an ‘Ujjal’ Budget after his name. How 
I wish that my hon. Friend who spoke thus should at least have 
taken a lead in giving justification to his name ‘Waryam’ by performing 
some act of valour, 


Again, Sir, great nations of the world live in their great and 
glorious deeds, The Taj, the Alora, the Ajanta and the Ugeshwari 
Caves and the Pyramids of Egypt bear testimony to this fact. 
Similarly, Bhakra and Nangal Projects, Nilokheri and Chandigarh will 
do the same. Despite huge influx of refugees in our State we find very 
few paupers and disabled among them. It is these people 
who desire to build a Capital of their own so that they may glorify the 
name of their State. This must be appreciated by my hon. Friends over 
there. Then, Sir, it has been pointed out that our Ministers are urbanites 
and are not familiar with the difficulties confronting the rural people. May 
I state for the information of my hon. Friend that five of our Ministe:s we 
displaced persons while the remaining three who belong to East Punjab 
hail f:om villages, and as such, they are fully alive to the fact that 8U/p.c. 
of our population lives in villages and cannot be ignored, And it is these 
people who will be benefited must by such schemes as the Bhakra and 
Nangal Projects. After the execution of these schemes abundant 
water supply and electric power would be made available to the 
villages. But, it it difficult to convince the Opposition that wealth 
always flows from the village and not from the city and that on the 
prosperity of the former depends the prosperity of the latter. 


Some hon. Members have raised objections to the provision of 
funds allocated to the Police Department. The defects in this Depart- 
ment which are imprinted on our hearts, are a legacy of the British 
regime. Ido not mean that public should cease to make a protest 
against the high-handedness of and the atrocious treatment by the 
Police. Nevertheless, I wish to point out that we have been saddled 
with the heavy responsbility of maintaining law and order in the border 
State and in these circumstances the sum earmarked for this depart- 
ment is wholly justified. Again, Sir, their contention is that 
the Police Department is notorious for corrruption. I admit, 


Sir, that corruption pervades cvery walk of life in the State, ‘This 
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evil is so deeprooted that it does not spare even gentle and honest 
people. But our Chief Minister is determined to eradicate it root and 
branch and has suggested the formation of Public Relations Committees 
for this purpose. I would ask the hon. Members opposite to co-operate 
with us in this campaign, and if this evil is not exorcised we will end it 


ourselves. 


Then Sir, it is the cherished desire of the Government to make 
our State prosperous and with this object in view it has started 
Community Projects in these Ilagaus where they can prove most useful 
to the people. I offer hearty felicitations to the Finance Minister not 
because of the fact that this blue tome (volume of the Budget) is a divine 
book but, because it contains evidence of progressive steps proposed to 
be taken by the Government, for raising the standard of living of the 
down-trodden people and curtailing the unnecessary allowances 
drawn by the officcrs. This isa pointer to the radical changes to be 


brought about in the administration of the State. 


Then Sir, previously people used to say that wealth and capital were 
being gradually drained out of our Country. But, now this has been stop- 
ped and under the able guidance of our-Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, 
foreign capital will start pouring in in our country. Amongst all other 
peace-loving nations our country is destined to play an important role in 
bringing about progress in the world and the credit for it goes to 
Pandit Nehru. 


Then Sir, I feel gratified over Government’s recen¢ decisions about 
recruitment to services in the Punjab. Our Government has decided 
to fill every post strictly on merit. Henceforth only merit will 
count and there will be no place for favouritism and nepotism in regard 
to such recruitment. [I hope every hon. Member will welcome this 
decision of the Government. 


Now, Sir, I would like to mention the fact that certain high 
officers in the State have been guilty of committing various forms of 
irregularities in the allotment of lands. This is a well-known fact, 


though Government may admit it or not. lt pains us to see that even 
upto this time the Government has not been able to rehabilitate all 
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the refugees, Thousands of them are still in great difficulty in my e d 
Ilaga. I request the hon. Minister for. Rehabilitation to take very y 
early steps to rehabilitate them. 


The inhabitants of the constituency from which I have been elected b a 
are mostly Meos. Their mode of living is thoroughly Indian. At the 
time of partition, owing to the sudden change in the general conditions, 
the very neighbours of these people with whom they had been main- 
taining happy relations during the last so many centuries, lost confidence m i 
in them. Before 1947, they were permitted to graze their cattle in the 
jungles and were free to collect fuel wood from these for their domestic 
use but trom 1947 they have not been permitted to do so. They are now 
feeling greatly handicapped in this respect. I hope the hon. Minister 
incharge will take steps to remove their difficulties. 


Then, in order to help the refugees who arc yet in a miserable plight, 
I request the Government to remit the small loans given by it to them 
ard also try to secure remission of large loans from the Government of s 
India, 


I also want to draw the attention of the Government to the 
miserable condition of those 20 thousand residents of Panipat, who 
were forced to move to Uttar Pardesh in the year 1947, when 
communal frenzy was at its peak in this State. They have not been 
given back their lands. I would therefore, request the Government 
to take early steps for the restoration of their lands to them. I regret 


to say that uptil now justice has not been done to them. 


In order to eradicate corruption from the State, I request the hon, 
Ministers to form a tribunal consisting of retired Judges of the High 
Court or Suprem: Court to try such of the past and present Ministers 
who are alleged to have been corrupt or indulging in black marketing 


and punish those who are found guilty of either of these offences. 4 


a 
L 


Further, Sir, I am surprised to see in this House even those hon. 
Members criticising the Government policy of nationalization of Motor 
Transport, who profess to favour nationalization of all enterprises in the 
State, whether it be transport, lind or industry. 
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It is strange, Sir, that on the one hand they raise slcgans of natianali- 
zation of everything, while on the other, they oppose the Government 
for naticnalizing the Motor Transport. Obviously their actions belie 
their professions, They cannot mean what they say. I would, there- 
fore, ask them to change their outlook with the change of time. 


nm 28a 3 J ee fa mar aes for 
€ HAE Cat aga fe Garr aga Tat 


Much has been said in praise of the Motor Transport Company of Rupar 
but 1 am confident that service on the route on which this company 
runs its buses will improve even more when it is nationalized. I 
therefore, request the Government to accelerate its speed in nationalizing 
the motor transport services though 1 know it is already keen to do it . 
at its earliest. However, I hope that Government will take care not to 
turn out of employment efficient transport workers and add to the 


number of upemployed in the State. 


Sir, it pains me to note that our Government has simply added 
insult to injury by sanctioning only a paltry sum of Rs. 50,000 for the 
amelioration ot the lot of those people who sacrificed their all in the 
battle for freedom. If Government actually wants to help them, it 
should embark upon a definite and liberal policy for this purpose. 


Now, Sir, since our country is free, we must build monuments to 
the memory of those patriots who died during their fight for freeing 
their motherland from the foreign bondage. Government has done well 
in making a provision in this Budget for the improvement of Jallianwala 
Bagh at Amritsar, of which our hon. Speaker, Dr. Satyapal is the hero. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A.M. on Friday, 
20th June, 1952. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


: Friday, 20th June, 1952. 


; The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla-4, 
at 10 a. m. of the clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satya Pal) 
in the Chair. 


QUESTION of HOUR. 


Mr. Speaker: As the number of hon. Members who want to take 
part in the debate is very large, it is proposed to dispense with the question 
hour. (Voices: Yes) The question hour is dispensed with. 


SITTING OF THE ASSEMBLY. 


Minister for Development (Punjabi): Sir, I beg to move :— ` > 


That the Assembly. at its rising this day shall stand adjournzd 
x till 2 p.m. on Wednesday, the 25th June, 1952. 


Mr. Speaker, the reason for briaging this m tion is that [d falls on 
the 24th June, 1952. Though the number of Muslims in this State and also 
in this House is very small, still it is our duty to show proper respect and 

ore regard for all religons. As the Legislative Assembly does not meet on 
‘ im Saturdays and Sundays, it has been proposed that there be no meeting on 
` a next Monday also, so that the hon. Members may have four off days. ‘They 
i; fe 3 will be able to go to their constituencies during these days and find out the 
L difficulties of the people. On their return they will be able to place their 
demands before the House. They will be able to attend to other work also 
during these days and after that we will transact the Assembly business. 
It is for the convenie.ice of the hon. Memòers thit it has been proposed to 

hold the next meeting on the 25th June. | 


sn A 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved :— 


po o o That the Assembly at its rising this day shall stand adjourned 
3 H till 2 pm. on Wednesday, the 25th June, 1952. 


4- Sardar Gopal Singh: I support this motion on behalf of the | 
opposition. 
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Sardar Wazir Singh: ;Delhcn) (Punjabi): Sir, I do not oppose this 
motion, but there is one thing to which I went to draw the attention of the 
Goverment. On Thursday, the 19th June, when ron-cfiicial tusiness 
should have been transacted, official business was Core cn a mction mcved 
by the Government. We did not oppose that mot ion in the hope that pri- 
vate Memter’s business wou'd be tiansected on the 26th June. I hope that 


the Government will allow non-official business to be transacted on that | 


day. 
Mr. Speekcr : The question is :— 
That the Assembly at its rising this day shall stand adjcurned -till 
2 p.m. on Wednesday, the 25th June, 1952. 


The motion was carried. 


Mr. Speaker: As I have already submittcd there will be no question 
hour today. May I know the me required by the hon. Ministers to reply 
to the debate ? When that is known, I shall be able to regulate the time 
which is to be allowed to other hon, Members. a 


Minister for Development: The Ministers would require two 
hours for replying to the debate, We wiil take less time if “possible but 


I think we shall need two hours. 


Mr. Speaker : The Deputy Leacer seys that the Ministers would 
require two hours for replying to the debate. Other hon. Members have, 
therefore, two hours at their disposal. I shall request them to exercise 
control and restraint while speaking. First of all, I call upon-Sardar 
Wazir Singh from the opposition to deliver his speech. | 

GENERAL DISCUSSION CF THE BUDGET 

Sardar Wazir Singh: (Delhon) (Punjabi): Mr. Speaker, during the 
last elections, members of the Congrees Party used to go to different towns 
and hold out various promises to the people. After the elections also the 
Deputy Leader of the Congrees Assembly Party went to Ludhiana and told 
the people in the course of his speech at a public meeting that for the first 
time after Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s reign, democratic rule had heen 
established in the Punjab. He promised that the Government would take 
weasures to improve the condition of the villagers, who constituted 
eghty-eight per cent of the population. The people felt very happy at 
those promises and thought that the foundation of a new Punjab had been 
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Ai 


actually laid. Bat when I came to Simla and this Budget was presented 
to the House, I turned over its pages again and again to find out if there 
was any glimpse of the new Punjab in it. I thought that perhaps this 
Budget was prepared, when the Leader and the Deputy Lader were away 
at Hissar. 


Through you, Sir, I want to make a few suggestions to the Govera- 
ment so that the foundation of a new Punjab muy be truly laid and the people 
E who had voted the Congress party to power might be benefited. From the 

economic point of view, this Budget cannot be called sound. Major amount 

of the revenues of a state should bz spent on beneficial schemes. Contrary. 

to that, we notice that a large sum of money will be spent on the services. 

I submit that lesser amount should have been provided on account of the 

; salaries of Government Officials. The amount set aside for the benefit of 
rural people is very small. If we examine the revenue side of the Budget, 

we will find that eighty-five per cent of the money comes from villagers. 

Only fifteen per cent is paid by the urban people. Figures of expenditure 

reveal that eighty-five per cent of it is incurred for the benefit of urban people 

and only fifteen per centis spent ontheruralites. I də notunderstand how such 

be a Budget can be described as a poor man’s Budget. It was natural »r the oppo- 

) sition to criticise it but I found that during the last two days ninety per cent 
of the speeches delivered from Government Benches were also critical of it. 


Very few members have commended this Budget and that too very cau- 
tiously adding if’s and but’s. The Finance Minister has told us that the 
Government wants to augment its revenues from two new sources, firstly, 
by levying a tax on passeng:rs and goods carried by motor vehicles and 


secondly by nationalizition of road transport. I may inform the Govern- 
ment that nobody in this House is opposed to nationalization as such. 
But if the Government is really after augmenting its revenues, it would 
do wellto nationalize biz industries, factories, insurance companies and 
banks because in that case the persons to be adversely affected will be those 
whose business runs into crores and the possibility of increase in revenues 
! greater. Seventy five per cent of the shire holders of these transport companies 
i are refugees who cam: from West Punjib after having lost their all and the 
+ Government had allotted them permits to enible them to earn aliving. Itis, 
| therefore, highly improper to uproot them once again. Moreover, at the 
| repeated representations of the Motor Transport Operaters’ Association, 
$ a resolution was passed by th: prz-elections Punjab Legislative Assembly 
recommending the postponemz:at oe of road transport for 
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a period of three years and it was accepted “by the then Government. 
Political ethics demands that the assurance given to and the gentleman’s 
agreement made with the operators should te hcncurd ty the present 
Government. If they will not consider the commitments of the previous 
Government binding on themselves, they should not forget that the future 
Governments will not honour tkeir-commitments either, A very important 
consideration that had weighed with the Gcvernment in giving this assu- 
rance to the operators was that it wanted them to purchase motor vehicles 


worth Rs. ‘10 lakhs which it had purchased in 1948 and had been lying 
idle since then. As directed by the Government, these vehicles ‘were 
purchased by them at a cost equal to their original price plus garaging 
charges etc. thatthe Government hed to incur on them since they were 
purchased. ‘The Government while striking this deal did not even allow them 
the rebate which was given to it by the dealers. The operators had acecepted 
the terms dictated by the Government on the assurance that there would be 


No more nationalization for at least three years. 

The statement mace:by the Finance Minister in his Budget speech 
claiming success for road transport nationalization carried on as an 
experimental ‘measure-should be taken with a pinch of salt.. Figuresincluded 
in the Budget speak for themselves. Government had invested Rs. 39 
lakhs in transport undertakings and purchzsed 180 buses. Income that 
has accrued to it is Rs. 6 lakhs while as the Leader of the Opposition has 
explained taxes such as road tax, sales tax, income tax, registration fee etc., 
from which the Government—operated services are exempt and which the 
private operators would have paid, had not the routes been taken over by 
the Government come to Rs. 7 lakhs. From this, it is clear that the 
Government has incurred a loss of one lakh of rupees. If the depreciation 
is taken into account, vehicles which were bought at a cost of Rs. 39 lakhs 
would not now fetch more than Rs. 20 lakhs. This means loss of another 


Rs. 19 lakhs. 


Now let us examine the other aspect of this experiment. How far has 
it resulted in increased amenities for the public ? While the private com- 
panies had constructed rest houses and waiting rooms for passengers, the 
Government hes not made any such provision. Moreover, passengers were 
provided with comfortable seats in buses run by private companies while 
due to overloading in Goveinment buses: public have to put up with in- 


-r 
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i If atal}, Sir the intention of the Goverament is to augment its revenues 
it can have recourse to other methods involving little hardship for the pvor 
refugees. Operators are prepared to pay more m> ney into Government 


coffers than it can ever hope to get through nationalization of road trans- 
port. 


Moreover, Sir, there is considerable scope fur economy in the expendi- 

ture proposed in this Budget and much money can be saved without atfect- 
ing in the last the efficiency of any dzpartmeat. No one can deny that our 
administration is top-heavy and needs the axe of economy to set it right. 

Yesterday, an hon. Member was saying that the previous Government had 
constituted a Resources and Retrenchment Committee whose recommenda- 


ions were not implemented. We are given to understand that it had made 


some very useful suggestions, It is high time that these were implemented 
with a view to adding to the revenues of the State. 


As for me, Sir, I would like to make a few suggestions which can help 
the Government to save money from certain heads of expenditure for allocat- 
ing more funds to the beneficent departments for which the Government 
has not been able to provide enough money, Lat the Government try to 
fs act upon my suggestions till the next session and continue them further only 

if they result in a substantial saving. In the United Punjab, there were 2) 


districts but the number of Ministers had never exceeded 5. Now we have 


as many as 8 Ministers and Deputy Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries 
liave yet to be appointed while the income of this partitioned State is 32 per 
cent of its previous income and refugees whose tax-paying capacity is almost 
nil form a very large part ‘of its population. In these circumstances, Sir, 
would it not be better to have a Ministry of 3 or at the most 5 for this State, 
particularly when there are s2 miny Secretaries and Heads of Departments 
to assist the Ministers ? 


aS 


In the United Punjab which comprised of 23 districts there were 
only two Financial Commissioners but now when there are thirteen districcs 
the mumber of Financial Commissioners is three. Besides, there is the 
office of the Commissioner which I think does not serve any useful purpose. 
Uttar Pradesh and Bombay Governments have already abolished the posts 
of Commissioners. In fact, a Commissioner only acts as a liaison between 
the Government and the Deputy Commissioners and merely passes on the 

y papers from one to the other. In case the posts of Commissioners are 


ab plished, there cia ba a sazi nz of Rs 2} lakhs to the Government. 
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Then, take the case of the Civil Supplies Department. During this 
session, the hon. Minister for Civil Supplies had told us that our Government 
was sending wheat to Delhi as there was a surplus of foodgrains in our State. 
If this is so, there is hardly any need for the Food Department to continue. 
If this department is disbanded there can be a saving of Rs. 22 lakhs 
to the Government. When control has already been lifted from cloth and 
sugar and wheat is surplus in the State, then what useful purpose will it 
serve to carry on this department which is doing no gocd to the zamin.- 
dars? When the burden of taxes is to a larger extent shared by the villagers 
than the urbanites I would suggest that the land revenue should also be 
realised on the basis of income tax. Petty zamindars should be exempted 
from the paymeni of land reverue and the big zamindars should be asked 
to pay land revenue on a progressive scale according to their annual income. 
I don’t think there will be any loss to the Government if this system is 
adopted. The Government has taken a decision to establish Industrial 
Finance Corporation in the State. I would suggest that the Government 
should also set up an Agricultural Finance Corporation on the pattern of 
the Industrial Finance Corporation to afford credit facilities to the zamindars. 
I would ask the hon, Ministers that if they really pledge themselves to 
the service and betterment of the people then their actions will be applaud- 
ed by the public but in case they fail to do so then they will meet the 
same fate as the previous ministry. I may inform the hon. Members 


occupying the Ministerial Benches that the brave Punjabis who had some- 
time back faced bullets are today in a miserable plight and are feeling 


disappointed and frustrated. I feel that if the Government continues to 
adopt an attitude of indifference towards them there will be a great agita- 
tion in the State and the Government will be compelled to move down from 


Simla in order to restore law and order in the State. 


Shri SriChand: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I am 
sorry that I made a wrong statement yesterday when Isaid thata provision 
had been made in the Budget for the purchase of aeroplanes for the use of 
hon. Ministers, In fact this is not so and such a provision was made in the 
Budget for 1950-51. | 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: (Ballabhgarh) (Hindi): Sir, Ihave not 
asked for time to speak since the beginning of this session and I hope that 
you will not kindly interrupt me till I have finished my spcech today. 
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Mr. Speaker: Ido not want to be dictated t>. 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal; Sir, Ian retnind:d of an Urdu couplet 


which says i 


agaa adi Pad @ ale aA FLAT Fi Gaia 
ims re gee aa 
GT GIA F TH Ho Hl Bld Ael Gia | 


Mees sd) fam A wa a yad at fants | 
Ña afas: 9 fa go A wes Sd HF | 


A wise man has said “Don’t be afraid of your enemies but be afraid 
of your friends who flatter you’. I would, therefore, submit that now 
when the Congress Government is in power, we should not be afraid of 
giving expression to our real feelings, though it may at times be unpalat- 
able to the Government, nor should we in any cas2 flatter the Government. 
I have at this time before me three copies of the Budget which have 1622 pages 
in all. This Budget has been printed ia small type. If it had been bound up 
ina book form its pages would have bezn 4,000 aad if it had been printed in 
bold type its pages would have aaturally exceeded 10,000. To go through 
this Budget is indeed a stupendous task and I wonder if the hon. Finance 
Minister had Alladins Lamp with him that he was able to study the 
Bidget thoroughly within two months. I would, therefore, suggest that 
the Budget should be such that it can be easily understood by the hon. 

. Members. But on the contrary we find that this Budzet is a very 
complicated one and cannot be studied within two days. I really 
congratulate my hon. Friend Sardar Wazir Singh who claims to have gone 
through this Budget three or four times within these two days. I remem- 
ber that in olden days when an old woman used to give her blessings to 
any one she used to say, “Muy you be the keeper of accounts running into 
lakhs of rupees !”’ Similarly our hon. Minister for Finance has prepared 


wa Badget of crores of rupzes but has no moaey with him. 


I would now like to draw the attention of tne hon. Members to the 
issue of the official newspaper entitled ‘Hind Smachar’ of the 17th instant |, 
Mr. Speaker: You cainot refer to it. Neither is it an official organ 
nor can you refer to it oa the floor of this House. 
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Now, Sir, I have before me voluminous books. I feel that the 
matter contained in one Memorandum of the Budget, which covers 250 
pages could easily be compressed into a few pages. After perusing this 
Memorandum, on page 15 one comes across a colossal amount to the tune 
of Rs, 58,02,00,000/-, which shows that the State of Punjab is under a 
heavy debt, It goes without saying that ours is a small State comprising 12 
districts. I wonder where this huge amount, running into crores of rupees 


could have been spent. If there had been any sign of this expenditure 
having been incurred. for the benefit of the people, there would have 


been prosperity all round. I would, however, request our new Ministry to 
pays pecial attention to this matter and adopt measures to lighten the 
burden of this debt. If it fails to do so, I am afraid, our State would 
go bankrupt. 


Now 
HAA UT at sa fea aa ofa swat = 1 
aBa YH F nig fes AS Sante avs d | 


If you turn to page 26 of the Budget, you will find that the total receipts 
from the Land Revenue for the year 1952-53 amount to Rs. 1,94 ,97,000/- 


and the expenditure provided under this head appears on page 73. It 
amounts only to Rs. 9,74,200)- and, that too has been spent on the 


establishment responsible for recovering land revenue. In other words, no 
substantial return has been made to the Zamindars who shall have contri- 
buted a huge sum in the form of Land Revenue. Now what is the condi- 
tion of the tillers of soil who pay so much Land Revenue ? The Ministers 
must be in the know of it as they often tour the rural areas. They are 
aware that the poor peasants are not even properly clad. This is so because 
they have not enough money to purchase. clothes etc. or other 
necessaries of life. It behoves the Government to do something tangible to 
ameliorate the condition of our peasantry which contributes a lot to the 
State Exchequer. 


In the recent elections, luckily I got a ticket for the Ballabgarh 


Constituency. This is one of the Tehsils of the Gurgaon District. 
This ilaqa can be safely called "Kala Pani” or penal settlement. I call it 


so because not a single pucca or kacha road exists in this ilaqa for purposes 
of transport. Not only this. Not evena well is to be found from where 
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$ one could quench one’s thirst in this Ilaga. Sir, if you happen to visit - 
. i that Ilaga during summer, you will simply be besmeared with dust. In the 
rainy season you are apt to fallin some water pool as there are no roads 
There. It, therefore, pains me to find that although the rural people pay 
so much money in the shape of land r-venue, yet no efforts are made by 
the Government to provide them with amenities of life or roads in their 
Ilaqas to facilitate transport. I muy mike it clear that whatever opinion I 
express, should in n> case be construed as an unfriendly criticism about the 
b working of the new Ministry. It is common ka>òwledge that the uplift of 


= the rural people is one of the foremost duties of a Government. The old 


Ministry failed to pay any attention to this problem of vital importance and 
I do not want that the preseat Ministry should also repeat the same mistake. 
Hippily, this Cabinet contains two or three Ministers, who are tried 
workers of the Congress. I would like to impress upon them that it is their 


bounden duty to see thit the public money is properly utilised and every 
Section of the people gets its due share of benefits. I sometimes feel that 
when in the Punjab of 12 districts the state of affairs is rotten, what will be 
happening in Uttar Pradesh, which consists of 52 districts. However, that 
is not my concern, Let me confine myself to the conditions obtaining in 
the Punjab. It is such a small State that if one hon, Minister cares to sit in 
his car, he can tour half of the State at a stretch. But this is not possible 
3 for want of good roads in our State. Oace I happened to visit Naraingarh. 
When I, along with other pissengers, got d»wn from the bus we were all 
covered with dust to such an extent that we appeared as; if we had been 
sugar coated ! This was all due to the want of pucca roads. . . 
Then, Faridabad is a new township. It is said that it | is under the 
à Central Government, but itis situated in the Punjab. Its population is 


= about 40,000 while 5000 persons outof them are still unemployed. Neither 

have these people been granted loans nor have they been allotted land. 
Two men have already committed suicid: on account of unemployment and 
many a man is prepared to end his life for want of any means of livelihood. 
It may als) be stated that respectable families who have come from 
Peshawar and settled there, are earning their living by selling leaves of 
Chhichhras in Delhi. I think it is the bounden duty of the Punjab Govern- 
ment also to provide some kind of employment to these distressed people so 

+ : that they can make their both ends meet. Siace they are residents of this 
S.ate, they are within their rights to demand help from this Goverament. 

But it is a pity that these voluminous tomes contain no provisions for their 

betterment. If I have to carry them to my place, I will need Rs. 2/- for 

cooliage. (Laughter). | 
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Now, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Ministers, 
particularly the Minister for Local-Government to the deterioration of 
efficiency in the Government offices, You will’ remember, Sir, that it is 
about 44 years since when the work of our new Capital, namely, Chandigarh 
was started and it is equally the same number of years since when the 
Bhakra Nangal Projects were taken in hand. The people have been asking 
me as to when the completion of Chandigarh would be brought about. In 
this connection my hon. Friend Captain Sahib was also holding out hopes 
every year that the next Assembly Session would be held at Chandigarh. 
Since I had never been to this place, I could not give my opinion about it 
to the public. But when Pandit Nehru paid a visit to Chandigarh, I also 
went there. Pandit Nehru was shown very beautiful maps and a French 
Engineer explained them to him in a fine way. But what have I seen there? 
Despite the fact that crores of rupees have been spent, yet not a single road 
has been completed, which can give us some satisfaction or hold out any 
hope of the early completion of the Capital. I would, thercfore, request the 
Government to sce, that those who are entrusted with the construction of 
the Capital, perform their duties with zeal and efficiency and are able to 


build it as early as possible and in such a way that it should favourably 
compare with Lahore. | 


= Then I come to the Bhakra and Nangal Projects. I have been to’ that 
place twice or thrice. Enough work has been done. But, considering the 
period of 4 years and the co!ossal : mount of 32 crores of rupees which has 
been spent there, the progress of the work c mpleted so far is not satisfac- 
tory, I feel that in view of the fact that people are dying of starvation and 
a considerable difficulty is being experienced in regard to the supply of 
water by them, the execution of the Projects should have been expedited. 
But the state of affairs there is not happy, because I understand that the 
officers in charge of Bhakra and Nangal Projects are in the grip of partisan 
spirit. They feel jealous of each other and thus their «ficiency in accomp- 
lishing these projects is being impaired. If cordial relations had subsisted 
among them, perhaps, the complcticn of this work would have been in sight. 
I was told there that the cfficers had misapprepriatcd lekhs of rupees. I 
advised the people to lodge a complaint with the Government. But they 
said that nobody listened to them and their repeated 1equests had in the 


past proved to be a cry inthe wilderness. They further remarked that the 
Winisters cared more to have their ni mesteres installed there thi nto listen 
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to the ccm plait ts of the pe: ple, Under the circumstanccs, I would request 
the Government to constitute a committee, which should go thoroughly into 
this matter and bring the culprits to book, without caring for the fact that 
such an action on its part would bring bad name and discredit to the 
officers. While going through this Budget today, I was surprised to note at 
its page 3, that a sum of Rs, 2,73,64,800/- had been allotted for Police and 


Rs. 1,59,14,720/- for General Administration and I think that this will be a 


on matter of surprise for you toc. Had the Government been successful in 


maintaining law and order in the State, it would not have mattered much 

even if double the total of these amounts had been reserved for this purpose. 

The number of thefts and murders used to be much less during the British 

regime in this country than it is today. It pains me to tell you, Sir, that 

| only the other day an innocent person had been murdered during the day 

time on a main road in Simla, which is the seat of the Government and 

where the hon. Ministers, the Inspector General of Police and other big 

i officers reside. Similarly some days back a murder was committed on the 

Ridge, a central place in Simla. Sir, this is the state of affairs in Simla. 

Government should at least keep this place free from these horrible 

happenings. As a matter of fact it should be possible for an individual to 

move about at this place without any fear, even when holding currency notes 

in his hands ! For doing so,- I would request the Government to recruit 

persons of ability and integrity in the Police. They should not be recruited 

simply on the ground that they are the sons of Superintendents of Police or 

some other officers of that department. To recruit only the fit persons 
should be the aim of the Government. 


= | Now, Sir, I would discuss here the state of affairs in the judiciary in 
the State. This condition is even worse, Three years back, a case of 
embezzlc ment was reported tothe police for making enquiries. The police has 
so far failed to complete its enquiries and put up the challan. Perhaps, it 
feared interference from the Ministry. I personally approached the 
Inspector incharge with the request that heshould complete the enquiry and 
not sleep over it. If after the completion of his enquiry, he was of the 
o opinion that a false report həd been made he should take necessary action 
ad against the person concerned and in case the report was correct he should 
` proceed with the case against the offender. Sir, this was a case of «mbezzle- 
ment of Rs. 13 thousand from the funds of a school. The case has not 
Y so far even been registered, in spite of the matter having been brought to 
the notice of an hon. Minister ! Enquir‘es into this cese had also bien made 
by Seth Sant Ram, Such is the state of affairs | 
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It has been often szen that a number of files are removed from the 
offices and are destroyed. Sir, even if you happen to send an application 
to an office for some urgent work, you will find that nò action is taken on it, 
till a large number of applicitions of similar type are collected and many 


files are started on the subj:ct. The result isthat the original application 
is torn or lost and your work is left undone. Sir, I request the Government . 


to remove these defects and deal with persons responsible for such.doings 
with the same sease of duty as Lord Krishna had displayed in dealing with 


Kansa and Shishupala and Farooq-i-Azam with his son. 


Further, Sir, the problem of rehabilitation of refugees has not yet been 
completely solved. It was the duty of the Goverament to see that at least 
the difficulties of those refugees who had settled at Simla, the seat of*the 
Punjab Government, were removed. Simla is a place where quite a number 
of people are rich, handsome and delicate, onthe other hand the poor 
who have a lot of miseries to face are also living here in thousands. 
Near the bungalow, where a Minister is living, you will find a humble 
dwelling occupied by a poor family. The condition of refugees who are in 
service is of course better than that of others. Their difficulties have some- 
what been solved and they are being paid well. 


Through you, Sir, I want to enquire from the hon. Ministers, as to 
why unemployment is on thé iacrease in the State. Tae willing and able- 
bodied persons should not have remained unemployed, had the Government 
taken some solid steps in this direction. The result is that the beggars are 
on the increase in tae State. Ta the Punjab, the Government has failed to 
solve this protlem of bezza‘s, wich is becoming more acute day by day. 
The Goverament should have provided work to those beggars to enable 
them to earn their Ivelihood. It should hive shot dead those whom tt 


considered totally unfit for work and a dead weight on the society. 


It i; a pity, Sir, thatthe Puajay Governineat his not allowed vegetable 
ghee to be coloured inthe Siate. Pure milk and pure ghee are not now 
available in this State, which used to’ be famous for abundance of these two 
commodities. No steps have beea taken by the hoa. Ministers to improve 
the supply of these things. 


I am sorry to say that the hon. Chief Minister is not present in the 
House. Had he been here, I would have asksd him, why he has been telling 
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M the public at different places in the State, which he has recently toured, that 
they should not depend upon what the hon, Members of this House might 


_ 


say. Sir, ifpermitted by you, I can quote his speeches as published recently 


in press In the State, 
Mr. Speaker: No ; please proceed with your speech. 


Minister for Local Government: On a point of order, Sir. 
j it is not against parliamentary practice for an hon. Member to quote some- 
thing from a written document while speaking. 


Mr. Speaker: I agree. But now I would like that the hon Member 
should finish his speech early and should not take much time of the House 
since the time at our disposal is already too short. 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: Our Chief Minister has appreciated the 
work done by a P. C. S. officer nimed Shri Lakshmi Chander Vasisht. Sir, 
he is the same Lakshmi Caander, who did his best to crush the national 
mvement for freedom, particularly at the time when Shri Subhash Chander 
Bose and Shei Sarat Caander Bose visited our State. 


Minister for Development: The hon. Member can criticise any 


officer of the Government but cannot name him. 


‘Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: I do not wish at all to mention the name 
of such an officer, | 


i Shri Mool Chand Jain (Sambhalka) (Hindi): Sir, it is rather 
difficult for a new member to comment on such a big Budget as this. But 


still I wish to say one or two things with regard to it. 


The hon. Members have looked at this Budget from different angles. 
Some of them have termed it as a drain inspector’s report. Of course, there 
are some shortcomings in this Budget but that does not warrant them to say 


that it is like a drain inspector's report. Another set of Members have 


= looked at the Budget from the point of view of a rich person. Such Members 
have used words of praise for this Budget. Another point of view is 
that of the ppor people. This point of view has been presented by most of 
the hon. Members. Yet another angle from which some of the hon. 
Members look at this Budget is whether it has been prepared keeping in 
mind the directive principies of State Policy mentioned in the Jonstitution. 
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Some other hon. Members have tried to find out whether the promises held 

out in the Governor’s Address have been fulfilled in this Budget or not. 

These aie the various angles from which the hon. Members try to see the 

provisions contained in this Budget. Some of these angles coincide ; for 

instance, the point of view of the poor people coincides with the directive 

Principles of the Constitution. It has to be admitted that there are certain à 
items in the Budget which are an improvement on the past. For instance, a 
increase in the dearness allowance of the low-p .id employees, provision of l 
eight lakhs for Panchayats and five anda half lakhs for backward classes 

are the good points of the Budget. But still much remains to be done in 

implementing the directive principles and doing something solid for raising 

the standard of living of the poor people.. As a matter of fact no relief has : 
been provided to the poor man and no attention has been paid towards the 

social and economic uplift of the down-trodden people in the State of 

Punjab. 


If we look at the conditions prevailing around us we would find that 
there are two categories of people. Firstly, there are the capitalists and big 
zamindars. Secondly, there are those who do not possess any capital or 4 
lands and who when they sleep at night are not sure whether their children 
will get any morsel of bread the next day. It is the duty of our Govern- 
ment to work for the uplift of the latter category of people, who constitute 
an overwhelming majority of the population. I regret to find that this 
Budget provides no relief to such persons. Although we have won Indepenes 
dence, yet it is only the political phase of our struggle that has come to an 

i , & 
end. We have given the right of vute to all the adults of our country. 
But now the struggle against economic ills has begun. It is regrettable 
that the hon. Finance Minister has made no proposals for bencfitting the 
have-nots. The excuse that ina short period of two months they could not 
do anything substantial for the poor does not hold water because if in this 
period something could be done for the rich then why not for the poor? 
In fact, by effecting savings from various items of expenditure, which are ‘ 
on the face of them quite unnecessary, the Government could do something pae 
for the man in the street. The posts of Commissioners could be abolished 
and the number of Financial Commissiuners reduced without any loss in the 
efficicncy of the services. Some departments could easily be amalgamated. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi has stated that ten I.khs of rupees are to be spent on 
the headquarters, This expenditure is quite unnecessary and can be casily 
Origifle! wich; dispensed with. 
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Sir, my submission is that this Budget is a status quo Budget. It can- 
not satisfy the needs of the masses. Under abnorma! conditions, abnor- 
mal remedies should be adopted. The disease isso decp rooted that only 
a major operation can remove it. The hon. Ministers ¿re afraid of resoiting 
to radical methods in this matter. But it should be understocd, that where 
the interests of the rich and of the poor clash, the intercet of the former 
should give way. But I am constrained to remark that this Budget docs 
not strike at the rich persons io any way. I would like to suggest that 
sufficient loans should be given tothe Harijan and other backward classes 
in the State so that they may be able to stand on their feet. 


Captain Ranjit Singh (Hissar Sadar) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 
the general discussion on the Budget has teen goitg on for the last two 
days and every hon. Men ber has, according to his own light, enceavoured 
to put forward suggestions for the improvement of the Budget. I think 
that if we have to make suggestions with regard to every department, then 
even three days are not sufficient for the purpose. But wo Lave to put up 
with the paucity of time ; and for that reascn I would like to meke a few 
observations for the considezatio.: of the Government. | 


Well, Sir, there are four or five items in tLe Budget, for which this 
Government really deserves our heartiesy thanks. The first thing ie ihe 
provision of Rs. 25,000/- for the purchase of some houses surrounding 
Jallianwala Bagh, which bear the bullet marke of the shooting in that 
incident. Since Jallianwala Bagh is a standing monument and the very 
emblem of sacrifices made by the Punjabis in the cause of freedcm, I feel 
that the provision of this amount isa step in the right direction. Such a 
monument must be preserved to comm morate the memory of our patriots 
and also for drawing inspiration by our countrymen, 


The second commendable thing js the provision of Rs. £0,0C0/- made 
in the Budget by way of Government’s contribution to the National Workers 
Relief Fund. Although the amounts earmarked for these two purposes * are 
not very large, yet they are an expression of the warm feelings of the 
Government for our jatricts. (Hear, hear). Then itis really a laudable 


act on the part of the Government to erharce the dearncss alluwance of the 


low-paid Government serva. tı Yy rupees five per merscm. It deserves our 
grateful thanks for having done this, 
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Now, Sir, Government has been twitted by the hon. Members opposite 
with having presented a deficit Budget and that too when it is already bur- 
dened with an enormous public debt. May I ask them what they have donefor 
the Jast 20 years ? Taney have been only holding out empty promises for the 
‘construction of Bhakra Dam or doing certain things for the benefit of the 
poor masses. All their promises have proved a waste of breath. But on 
the other hand if they just look at the short record of the Congress Govern- r 
ment, they will find that it has not indulged in empty boasts but has 
endeavoured to do the greatest good of the greatest number. I may also 
tell them that the item of 22} crores of rupees objected to by them, will be 
spent on the completion of the Bhakra Nangal Projects. (Cheers). Besides, 
may I ask my hon. Friends over there as to what amount did we get from 
the Unionist Government after the partition? Was there anything in the 
coffers of the Unionist Government the share of which it could pass on to 
us ? z o 


| Shri Sri Chand: The Government played the truan tand so it got 
nothing. : 


Captain Ranjit Singh: The credit still goes to our Government that 
despite the fact that it had to start from a scratch, it und:rto»k the cons- 
truction of Biakra and N ingil Projects. Tuen my hon. Friends are making 
a capital out of the public debt. ney should rem2m%2r that the amount 
of 33 crores of rupezs, which is included in this debt, is to be spent on the 
Bhakra Nangal Projects. (Cheers). In view of this, if the present Budget 
is not to be considered to be a poor man’s budget, then T fail to understand 
what else can be called a poor man’s budget. It is my firm belief that when 
the Bhakra Nangal Projects are brought to a successful completion, there 


will be plenty and prosperity in this State. (Cheers). 


Now where I have offered my felicitations to the Government and the 
Finance Minister, I cannot help offering the same to the Finance Secretary, 
for preparing a very lucid, succinct and easily understandable Memorandum * 
to the Bidget. He knew that the Members returned to the Assem ly after 
the first general elections held under the system of adult franchise, may — 
not be having parliamentary experience. To avoid their difficulty in 
understanding complicated budgetary figures, he has taken pains to prepare 
a clear and comprehensible Me aorandim tothe Budget. 
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After this I want to make a few suggestions to the Government. The 
amount of Rs. 22 crores which has been set aside this year for the 
construction of the Bhakra Nangal Projects, must be spent on this item 
with great care and not a single pie should he allowed to go waste. Any 
improper use of this money will simply exasperate the people of these ilaqas 
who are anxiously waiting for the completion of the Bhakra Scheme, for the 
time when their parched lands would receive water and yield bumper crops 
and thus remove scarcity conditions and bring prosperity to them. Besides, 
it is natural that those people who are expected to pay betterment fees on 

their lands for receiving irrigation facilities from Bhakra Project, will not 
tolerate any mis-spending of the amount specifically earmarked for the 
construction of Bhakra Project. Asa matter of fact, when every zamindar, 
whether he owns five acres or 100 acres. of land is liable to be subjected 
to a betterment fee, he is within his rights to demand an explanation of any 
mis-spending of this amount by the Government. I would, therefore, 
request the Government to be careful in this matter and see that every pie 
of the amount is expended for the purpose for which it has been provided. 


ow 


Then, Sir, there is an item of Rs..95,000/- which can be easily saved. 
In this connection I may point out that my hon. Friends opposite were 
pleased to remark that as a result of friction, partisan spirit and discord among. 
the officers working on Bhakra the Central Government even refused to 
advance loans for the construction of the Bhakra Project. Perhaps this alleged 
discord was the cause which led the Central Government to form a Control 


Board of three States and place it under the Chairmanship of Shri Chahdu 
Lal Trivedi in his personal capacity. I do not know how far the allegation of 


my hon. Friends i is correct, but we thought that Shri Chanda Lal was appointe ed 
Chairman on account of his being aman of long and ripe experience in 
administrative matters and his being a civil servant of long standing. We 
expected that he would get the Bhakra Project expedited and bring about its 
completion much earlier than the stipulated period. But since his appoint- 
ment as Chairman of the Control Board, Bhakra Project, much water has 
flowed under-the Sutlej Bridge and the scheme instead of having made rapid 
strides towards completion, has made a retrogression. At first 1956 was 
announced by the Government as the dead line when this scheme was to 
be completed, but now it has been stated that its completion will not be 
achieved before 1959. 


Pa gaan 
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Shri Sri Chand: Who knows, its completion may be delayed still 
further. ` ? a 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Yes, if the work is carried on at the 
present rate, possibly it may be delayed for some time as stated by my hon. 
Friend. But what I wanted to drive atis this. Now the Irrigation Depart- 
mentis not burdened with much work. Why should this department 
be not entrusted with this job, particularly when my hon. Friend Chaudhri 
Sahib, who holds this portfolio, is a gentleman of great experience. Per- 
haps this is the fourth time that he has become a Minister of the Govern- 
ment. I feel that the Control Board should be abolished and he should 
be made responsible for the construction and completion of the scheme. 


Now let me state the details of the item of Rs. $5,000/-. Well, Sir, 
if you just turn to page 501 of the Budget, you will find an amount of 
Rs. 49,700/- provided as pay of officers, Rs. 11,800/- as other allowance ‘ 
and honoraria and 16,600 as establishment charges, Rs. 9,000/- as travell- 
ing allowance and Rs. 8,000/+ as contingencies, I am of the opinion that 
this amount should be saved and the construction work of Bhakra Project 
be entrusted to the Irzigation Department. 


Then, Sir, a sum of Rs. 80,000/- is being spent on the border police. 
The hon. Minister stated that the Government requested the Central k 
Government to meet this expenditure out of their revenues, but they did 
| not agree to it. I shall ask the hon. Minister for Finance to try to get this 
| amount from the Government of India and I am sure that the whole House 
will support him in that demand. Why should the Punjab alone bear the 
entire expenditure of protecting the border of India? We are already under P 
debt which runs into crores of rupees. I wish to point out that the Budget é 
cannot be improved by cutting expenditure of Rs. 10,000/- under one head 
and about the same amount under another head. There is only one way of 
improving it. After the partition, the Government had to face a number of 
problems. Lakhs of refugees had to be rehabilitated and a number of Govern- 
ment departments had to be re-organised for carrying on different kinds of 
work. ‘These departments went on multiplying rapidly. On the basis of my 
experience I can say that it is easy to create new departments, but once a 
they are established, it is very difficult to abolish them. A person who is . © oti 
appointed an officer in a department tries to expand it by appointing as l 
many persons as possible. In the same manner, our Chief Minister is 
| increasing the number of Ministers in his cabinet. 3 
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Mr. Speaker: ‘The non, Member’s time is up. 


Sardar Darbara Singh (Nurmahal) (Hindi): Sir, I wish to make a 
few observations about the budget which the hon. Minister for Finance has 
placed before the House. He tried to prepare a very sound budget, but 
there are one or two matters towards which I want to draw the attention of 


the Government. 


First of all I wish to submit that we are disgusted with the treatment 
which is meted out to the villagers by the police. Innocent persons are 
challaned under Sections 107, 109 and 151 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
The police is terrorising the villagers and has made their lives very difficult. 
There have been cases of shooting by the police in my district. There was 
no occasion for the shootings and as aresult of magisterial enquiry instituted 
inte those incidents itis said that the police was held to blame but no 


action was taken against the persons concerned. When the villagers go to 
police stations to lodge complaints, nobody cares to record them and they 
are insulted and asked to go back. Poor people receive no hearing in any 
quarter. The Government should pay immediate attention to this difficulty 
of the villagers. 


Now, I wish to say a few words about educational facilities. There 1s 
already a large number of schools in the cities and towns. If the District 
Boards open schools in villages and not in towns, these will be of great help 
to the villagers, As there are other schools also in the towns, the District 
Board schools serve no useful purpose at those places and should be shifted 
to villages, The villages need such schools badly. I hope that the 
Government will look to this need of the rural people. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram (Fazilka) (Punjabi): Sir, many speeches have | 
been delivered on this budget and I also wish to express my views about it. 
Some hon. Members think that we, who are sitting on the Opposition 
Benches, offer criticism for the sake of criticism and that no importance need 
be attached to our views, but I shall try to show that this budget reveals 
clear attempt at loot on the part of imperialists, capitalists and Jagirdars. 
if the schemes referred to in the budget are carefully examined, the hand of 
imperialism would be clearly noticed in them, ‘Take, for instance, the 


schemes for industrial development. For this purpose, the Government 
has provided a sum of Rs. 31,50,000/- two-thirds of which will be spent in 
the form of salaries of the estabishment. A considerable amount has been 
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set apart for the purchase of land for industrial colonies, so that the indus- = 
| trialists may purchase plots in those colonies and exploit the masses. No 


attempt has been made to remove industrial unemployment from the State. 
Its main cause is the absence of Government-owned industries. The policy 


of our State will help the capitalists without removing unemployment. As 

the hon. Members are aware, out of 40,000 /- labourers who were engaged in 

industry at Ludhiana, 38000 are at present jobless. The scheme of selling 

industrial plots will help only Tatas and Birlas in carrying on exploitation of a 

the poor masses. - 


At first sight, Bhakra and Nangal Projects appear to be very attractive and 
every Minister refers to the advantages which will accrue to the people on 
their completion, but if we examine the details of these projects we will find 
that these are meant for the benefit of fat-salaried engineers and foreign ' 
experts. Petty land-owners have been-dispossessed of their landsin the name 
of carrying on these projects. The Government has acquired their lands 
in order that big zamindars may reap the fruit of these projects. All this 
is being done to perpetuate Jagirdari and to please imperialist countries. 


We have recently been hearing about community projects. Ford 
Foundation has come forward to help the execution of this scheme so that ~ 
they may find means of selling steel manufactured by Ford’s factories in 
America. The entire system is basedon methods which will help Jagirdars, 
capitalists and foreign imperialist powers. In this budget the exploiters and 
the big officers who have been leading luxurious and confertable lives since 
the days of Birtish rule have been left untouched. When the Congress 
Party took the reins of the office, these officers were apprehensive but now E 4 


Ss ER a ter = ene E A AE E AN ARETES 


they say that they are happier than before. 


| 
| 
Sir, you will not give me time enough to refer to each department of | 
| 
| 


the Government. So I will confine my remarks to a few departments only, 

I have to point it out with regret, Sir, that if the present policy of the | 
Government continues the few industries that are flourishing in this State 
will be wiped out. Thanks to the bungling policy followed by this Govern- 


hosiery factories in Amritsar and Ludhiana are ata stand-still, Many 
friends have referred to the atrocitics being committed on the tenants in 


ment 250 foundries have been closed down in Batala and the looms and ~ 
i 
{ 
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rural areas. This clearly shows that the policies followed by this Govern- 
mzat are everywhere resalting in suppression and oppression of the 
labouring classes in villages as well as towns. Petty traders and shop- 
keepers who have no connection of any kind with the British firms are also 
in a tight corner. The interests of the small artisan are also in jeopardy. 
Unemployment is on the increase in villages. Tenants are being shut 
down by the landlords or pilloried at will. We have received many 
telegrams to this effect. They are being ejected even from the land which 
they have already sown. Despite the fact that the yield from the creps has 
been good and there is no dzarth of any kind inthe villages, poor people 
are being forc:d oa paina of death to migrate to towus. The repressive 


machinery of the Goveram:nt cannot save them. from the oppression of the 
landlords. | i 


In the services discrimination of all sorts is still, continuiag. For the 
sime work, an Eazlishman posted at Paillaur is paid Rs. 18,700 per annum 
aid the Iidiaia Officer Rs. 6,000. Then, thers is aa undue disparity in 
the scales of pay of Inlian Officers. themselves. Officers who were very 
loyal to the British are beiag paid fa: salaries while the meagre salaries 
fixed for patwaris, coastables aad teachers have fallen into arrears. 


Shri Teg Ram (Kniuian Sirwair) (Hinds): Sir, quite a number of 
hon. Members have participated in the general discussion of the Budget 
which has beea going on for the last two days. I am face to face with a 
rather difficult problem. The tim: at my disp sal is so short that however 
much I may desire I cannot do justice to both the-subjects that are 
exercising my mind at the moment. If I try to place before the House my 
views about the Budget. I shall be left with no time to voic2 the difficulties 
and grievances of the pople residing in my constituency and vice versa. 
These people are coavinced that under the regime of this Government 
neither their life, nor property nor the honour- of their women-folk can be | 
safe.. Quite recently, one after another, so- many atrocities have been 
perpetrated on the rural people living in the jurisdiction of Khuian Sarwar 
Police Station that it is not possible for me evento refer to them in this 
short time at my disposal. 


Sir, the portrait of a great min is hanging in this Chamber in front of 
us. It has bsza given the highest plicz —aigher than even the hon. Speaker’s 
Chair. Who is not familia” with the name of Gahdhiji ? Who can deny 
that our.country becime free from centuries-old bondage ?—thanks to the 
spirit of service and “sacrifice inculcated by him in our people and the 
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invaluable weapon of ‘Truth and Ahimsa’ that he taught us to adopt. We 

are all immeasurably grateful to him for the help he gave us to achieve our 

freedom. Sir, my conscience tells me that we have not so far been- able to 

establish the regime tof his dreams nor have we been able to realise -the 

ideal form of administration that he had visualized. In Gandhiji’s vision of NE 
free India, there was no place for such evils as drinking, untouchability etc. 
Prosperity of the teeming millions living in villages was the thing that he 
desired most. It is a matter for profound regret that this Budget contains | « 
no provision calculated to fulfil Gandhiji’s wishes. It appears, our Govern- 
ment is not prepared to take any steps to eradicate the evil habit of drink- 
ing. True, ours is a deficit Budget but I would not hesitate to say that to 
run the administration with money earned fr:m sale of liquor is just like 
meeting one’s household expenses from the income derived from the 
prostitution of one’s own wife. The Government should embark upon 
prohibition irrespective of its effects on the Budget for this policy will 
result in raising the moral tone of our society. 


CN 


Gandhiji was also of the view that in the governance of free India 
people in general should have the maximum voice. Various forms of 
Government exist in the world but that which Gandhiji visualized for free 
India was the one which would leave no place for exploitation but on the 
other hand give every citizen a share in its affairs and again which would be 
run witk the minimum personnel, ultimately leaving every thing inthe hands 
of the people themselves. 


Minister for Irrigation (Chaudhri Lahri Singh) (Hindi): Sir, for 
the last two days I have been listening with rapt attention to the speeches 
of the hon. Members who have taken part in the debate on the Budget for 
1952-53. It is a matter for great regret that the impression that I have 
formed is that the hon. Members belonging to the opposition among whom 
there are some leading lawyers also have not taken any pains to go through 
the Budget carefully and have, therefore, betrayed a complete lack of 
understanding of it. The task to which I am now going to address myself l - 
is the removal of some of their misunderstandings and misconceptions n» 
about this Budget. Their criticism has followed the same pattern. They 
have complained that these big, bulky volumes on Budget contain no 
proposal calculated to benefit the common man. I am really amazed to ; 
hear such remarks from them. 


Origfijal with; 
Punjhb Vidhan Sabha id 
Digi Hed by; 

Panj Digita 


br) 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panjd 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET _ (6) 23 


Our friends opposite have spoken as if by budgeting deficit finance 
and by taking huge loans for the construction of Bhakra and Nangal Projects 
we are ruining the State and dragging it towards the abyss of bankruptcy. 


‘They appear to think that we are out to multiply the debts of this finan- 


cially poor State and that we are concealing the ‘real’ deficit in our Budget 


by excluding the expenditure on Bhakra-Nangal Projects from the Revenue 
Account and showing it under Capital Expenditure. These are, Sir, some 
of the misconceptions which are exercising the minds of my friends 
sitting opposite. I want them first to rem:mb5er that the whole modern 
financial system is based on the principle of ‘money borrowed and money 
lent’. Can my friends cite the case of one single successtul bank or firm 
or for that matter Government of a country which doves not depend upon 
loans and owes its strength and soundness to this kind of monev? If we 
have decided to finance a productive scheme such as Biakra-Nangal Project 
from loans from the Central Government, how have wein any way infringed 
the universally-accepted canons and principles of public finance ? Will my 


hon. Friends enlighten me on this issue? 


True, we have provided a sum of Rs. 33°88 crores for this project in 
the Budget for the current year and this money we propose to get in the 
form of a loaa from the Central Government. This is not all that we have 
to spend on this project. Every year, crores of rupees will be provided for 
this purpose until the project is complete. But my friends should think of 
the immense gain that the people of this S.ate will get and the additional 
revenues that will flow into the coffers of the State after its completion. 


If this amount were not provided, it would not be possible to irrigate 
arid lands in Jullundur, Hissar and Ferozepore Districts. Although this 
State has a deficit Budget but Governm:nt has not been stingy in the 
allocation of funds. Out of the Budget of 17 crores of rupees, ample funds 
have been spared to ameliorate the lot of the common man. If we look 
towards the Bz:neficent Departments such as Education, Veterinary, 
Co-operative, Public Health, Agriculture and Industries, we will find that 
the sum of Rs. 4,35,45,00) has been provided in the Badget which in other 
words forms 25 per cent of the total expenditure. It is a matter of deep 
disappointment and regret to find that the scheme of Community Projects 
has provoked criticism from certain quarters. My hon. Friends sitting on 


the Opposition Benches perhaps fail to realise that with this American aid 
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we will be able to make an all-round development in the sphere of educa- 

tion, agriculture and health. I fail to understand why this beneficial scheme 

does not ccmmend itself to some of our critics who make such allegations 

against the Government as have not an iota of truthin them. The total 

expenditure provided in the Budget for this scheme is Rs. 1,30°26 lakhs. 

Of this, rupees eighty five lakhs will be the responsibilty of the State though 

Rs. 70 lakhs out of it will be financed from loans from the Centre. Thre b 
balance of Rs. 15 lakhs will represent outright expenditure from the 

revenue account of the State. The country dwellers will appreciate the 


effects of this scheme in the years to come when they would feel that pros: 
perity acd plenty are their monoply. 


Besides this, I may say that the Public Works Department ia doing l 


very useful work though some of my hon. Friends have made criticism 
against the officers of this Department. The total expenditure provided in 
the Budget for irrigation and electricity is Rs. 2,79°55 and Rs. 1,35 lakhs 
respectively. It will, therefore, appear that out of the Budget of 17 crores 
of rupees, we have made liberal allocation for the Beneficent Departments. 


So far as the Electricity Department is concerned, it will supply electricity 
to the rural areas for the development of agriculture which willin a large 


measure increase the production of land. I may tell my hon. Friends that 


it serves no useful purpose by making unneccssary criticism against the 


Government because the result of the last general elections has made it 
clear beyond doubt that the Congress did not suffer in reputation and 
prestige even though the opposite parties were engaged in making propa- 
ganda against it. Then Sir, it has been said that the late Sir Chhotu Ram 
did his utmost for the uplift of the rural classes of people. But I think that it 
ill-behoves the hon. Member to say that the Congress Government has not 
done anything for the people living in the ruralareas. I may tell for the 
information of the hon. Members that out of the loan of 33°38 crores this 
| year, the capital expenditure for Bhakra and Nangal Projects included in 
the Budget amounts to about Rs, 22 crores as against Rs. 20°56 lakhs for ” 
the year 1951-52 and Rs. 10-02 lakhs for 1950-51 (Interruptions). 


j Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Members ‘not to make any 
| iaterruptions. ' 
l 
| 
(i 


Shri Sri Chand: Sir, the hon. Minister should be asked not te cast 


\ any aspersion on any hon. Member. 
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- Minister for Irrigation: Sir, the hon. Member has not even cared 
ee > to go through the Badg:t and is creating a wrong impression about the 
Government among the people outside by making false allegations against 
it- I would ask him to study the Budget thoroughly. before criticising the 
Governmeat. He should clearly understand that the Budget provision 
made for the Biak a Nangal Projects for 1952-53.amounts to Rs 22°53 
lakhs and this development scheme has been financed entircly from loans 
from the Central Government. The hon. Member seems to be forgetful 
perhaps of the immense benefits which will accrue to the people when this 
Project ts completed. The canal water from Bhara Dam and cheap 
electricity from Nangal Pioject will change the face of the Punjab and put 
the State at the top in agriculture and industrial development. This 
project willirrigate about 65 lakh acres of land. With all this, I would say 
that it does not he in the mouth of the hon. Mzmber to say that the 
Congress Government has done nothing for the development of the State, 
Then besides this, the Government has undertaken the largest rural 
development cheme of Community Projects which will provide extensive 
irrigation facilities in the rural areas. Now I think it will be clear to the 
hon. Members that the Government even at the risk of taking loans from 
the Central Government has strained its every nerve for the betterment of 


= o the State. Well, Sir, I have placed before you the detailed account of the 
expenditure of Rs. 17 crores as to how and what percentage js received by 
the labourcrs and peasants. Not only this. Ihave also stated fully how 
the sum of Rs. 33 crores is proposed to be expended. It is clear from the 
Budget that taccavi loans are advanced to all the peasants of the State. It 
was not proper on my part to have given these details ; it was rather the 


duty of the Minister for Finance to do 30. 


Now I would like to make a few observations regarding expenditure 
on irrigation. I may make it clear to my Fricnds beyond any shadow of 
doubt that it is the Congress Government which will make water available 
to the arid areas of Rohtak and Hissar Districts by 1°53. They should 
bear this fact in mind that this water will be supplied for irrigation purposes 


through canals by the efforts of this Government and not that it will come 


7 : 


through rains. It will come through proper channels (Laughter), So my 
hon. Friends over there are at liberty to tell the people about it. 
Then it may be stated that a sum of Rs. one crore thirty three lakhs. 
r has been earmarked for sinking 256 tubewells in the Jagadhri Tehsil. So 
it wall be crystal clear why that capital d:bt was incurred. We got into 
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thts debt with a view‘to spending the money on these beneficent schemes. 
What will be the result of all these effo.ts and heavy spending? The lands 
will be irrigated yizlding bumper crops and making the zamindars and 
labourers prosperous and able to lead acomfortable fife. I may tell the 
House, that where irrigation facilities through canals do mot exist, the 
Government has undertaken the responsibility of supplying water by means 
of tubewells. I will not be guilty of any exaggeration if I say that my hon. 
Friends cannot even imagine the magnitude of work that this Government 
is doing in the matter of providing irrigation facilities to the people. 
Then we have set apart a sum of Rs. 13,84,0(:0 for iriigating 14,000 acres of 
land in Karnal and Ambala districts by sinking tubewells there. The 
matter does not stop here. In Panipat 19000 acres of land will receive 
water through tubewells. The day is not far off when parched lands in the 
Haryana and other districts will receive ample supplies of water. In view 
of this I fail to understand the mentality of my hon. Friends opposite who 
still raise unnecessary hue and cry that Government has not beun able to 
do anything substantial for the people in this matter. The responsibilitics 
of the Irrigation Department do not end here. There are several tubewell 
schemes which are to be executed shortly. The most important and worth- 
mentioning amongst them are the Dera Baba Nanak Tube Well Scheme, 
Aliwal Tube Well Scheme, Samrala Tube Well Scheme, etc. Besides, it 
will be seen that the formulation of the Tube Well Schemes or Bhakra 
Nangal Schemes and their execution is not a child’s play. This work 
requires a very cnreful and undivided attention of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment which my ‘hon. Friends had the temerity to call as a white elephant. 
My hon. Friends by dubbing the personnel of the Iriigation Department 
as inefficient and shirkers, simply injure their feelings. 1 may tell them 
that those engineers who stood first in the Roorkee College of Enginecring 
examination are piloting the execution of these projects and are working 
hard day and night to provide irrigation facilities to the Zamindars. If my 
hon. Friends sce any delinquency on their part in the discharge of their 
duties, they should make spocific complaints against them and I assure 
them that any person found guilty will be severely dealt with. So I am of 
thë opinion that by decrying the engineers unnec: ssarily, my friends not 
onty d:fame our eagineers but alse the State. 
Apart from this, it may be stated that despite heavy odds the 
Government has been able to provide something-of the order of Rs. 20 lakhs 
for Minor Projects. I would not have ‘mentioned this fact, had my hon, 
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Friends thorough'y and carefully read the Budget. This amount covers 
k miae Minor ‘Pioject Schemes to be cxecuted in Amritsar, Karnal, Rohtak 
‘aid ‘Ludhiana dastricis. I have not sufficient „time at my disposal to give 
minute details about them. I may tell my friends that they should give 
the Government tinme to spend this amount and if it fails to arrange for the 
availability of water to ithe pecple conceined, then they can accuse us. 
i tthem exeroise a H.tle patience and not feel restive. After the execution 
of all these minor projects for which a provision-of 21 lakhs has been made, 
people will hearuly thank them fer having got this work done, Therefore, 
o e { would advise them not to raise uanccessary objections about 
pg the Budg t. They should kaow that it is through the untiring efforts 
©. the Irrigation Bepartment that during 1919-50, 4,20,000 extra acres 
of lind had been irrigated and six lakh acres in 19.0-51. Figures for 

1951-52 are aot yet available. 


‘Besides this, ‘the ‘thumping success achieved by the-Civil Supplies 
Department in procuring and exporting wheat from this State, is entirely 
due to the endeavours of the Irrigation Department. These heavy 
procurements .could not have been possible if the Irrigation Department 
bad not arranged sto supply water in abundance:to the different parts of 


the ‘State. 


an 
Ld 


As regards Bhakra and Nangal ‘Projects, I can only say-that by 1954 
water will be available.for six months in a year. I hope the plan regarding 
this will reach the hon. Members on or about Ist July, 1952. 
+ Then, Sir, it is hoped that water in.these canals shall be made available for 
» irrigation purposes in 1954 and this supply shall be for six.months in a 
year. The hon. Members.criticise these engineers instead of congratulat- 
ing them for their cficient-work. Incase they are so prejudiced against 
them that they do not wish to congratulate them, then they should at least 
keep quiet and not discourage them. ‘Their criticisim is absolutely 
illfounded. As a matter of fact these engineers need encouragement. 
‘They have-done.much useful work. 


Further, Sir, Iam glad :todinferm the hon. Members that the two 
‘Diversion Tunncls, on which about Rs. 2 crores had been estimated to be 


-spent,.are likely to be.compl.ted by next May or June. 
r 
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[Minister for Irrigation] 
Sir, much has been said about Mr. Slocum, an American Engin er, ` «~ 


who is considered to be the best dam expertin the whole world. Furth r, | 
many things have been said about his piy, conditions of service, his powers | 
to purchase machinery and soon. A! this shows the poor knowledze of 
the hon. Members who have indulged in critizism. IJ request my friends 
who have criticised his employment by our Government, to study as to 
how Russia had built its dams. Those were not built by Russian Engineers. 
Our Government has been successful in securing the services of this engineer, 
while many other countries have failed in spite of their best efforts. | 
consider it to be our good luck to be able to have the services of such an 
able dam expert. The Opposition has criticised him, instead of appreciat- 
ing his ability. Only an engineer of his standing could be cmtrusted with 
such huge construction work in which a 50 miles long and 20 miles broad 


lake is to be constructed. I also want to inform the hon. Members, Sir, 


-=g m- 


that our Chief Engineers will be doing all this work und: r the supervision 
of this American Eogineer. By the time this d.m is compl-ted cur 
engineers, will have gathered enough experience, to be in a position to 
supervise the construction of such dams independently and then there wall 
be every possibility of their being engaged by foreign countrics for such 
woik. 


emaan a D. oT eN + 


Sir, now I want to tell you something. about Electricity. In the 
beginning, people thought that the electric energy was only meant for i 
big towns. Now they have come to realize that it can be more useful 
to the people of rural areas, stace they can also use it as power for working 
tube wells etc. The Government has provided Rs. 46,7),S00/- for the 
year 1952-53 for Joginder Nagar Scheme, Rs. 50,22,800/- for the ‘Thermal 
Piant Schemes and Rs. 5,:0,76,600/- for the Naagal Power Proj cte Thus 
in total we have provided Rs. 6,07,7),2U00/- for these works. 


Further, Sir, out of the total expenditure of Rs. 46,79,800)- which 
has been provided under the Joginder Nagar Scheme, an expenditure of 
approximately Ks. 19,93 lakhs is aitictpated to be incurred on the rural 
schemes. ‘Then, Sir, out of Rs. 5),22,800/- provided for the Thermal $ 
Plant Scheme, a sum of Rs. 2@lakhs has been car-marked for supplyi g od 
electricity to 298 irrigation tube wells. Another sum of Rs. 11 lakhs has beep | 


provided for electrification of rural areas fn the State. Thus in all 
Rs. 31 to 32 lakhs are to be spent on the cle-trification of rural areas by 


which the Zamindar community stands to gain. Under these schemes, 
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the rural areas of Jullundur District will be electrified. Power will he 


supplied to villages Fatehgarh Churian, Bundala, Gandasinhwala <te. in 
district Amritsar. The villages around Ludhiana and Gurdaspur towns 
are also to be electrified. In Kangra district Palampur, Baij Nath, 
Maranda, Bhawarna and the tea estates will also be clectiified. Nurpur 
will also receive electric supply. Electrification of Dera Baba Nanak -and 
Sri Gobiadpur ia Gurdaspur, Sarhali Lanka, Kairon and Naushehra near 
Patti, village Paya, Butani, Beas and Ajnala in d’strict Amritsar will also 
come under these schemes. I have tried to justify these demands in the 
Budget with regard to electricity and irrigation. If, in spite of all this, 
the Opposition. criticises the action of the Government, it will be talking 


rot (Bakwas). 


Shri Sri Chand: Sir, I take objection to the word ‘Bakwas’ which 
the hon. Minister has used. | 


Minister for Irrigation: Sir, I am sorry for that and withdraw 


that word, 


Shrimati Shanno Devi (Amritsar City, West) (Hindi): Sir, the hon. 

- Finance Minister has placed before us three big volumes of the Budget for 
the year 1952-53. It is rather difficult to go through these from one end to the 

other. Here I don’t wish to make a reference to all the items of expenditure 


in the Budget except one or two. In the first place, I would like to sub- 


mit*that I belong to a party which raised the prestige of our country in the 
eyes of the world and freed it from the foreign yoke. This party placed 
before it the ideal of Ram Rajya and I would like to urge that, although the 
Father of the Nation is not with us at this time, we should follow his teach- 
ings and draw inspiration from him so that we may be able to act up to the 
ideals that we placed before ourselves under his leadership. I have never 
expressed my views during the period of ten months when the Governor 
was incharge of the affairs of this State. In any case, the people believe, 

that the Governor’s rule was a pointer to the fact that even a single person 
° canrun the administration successfully. In this co: nection it will not be out 
of place to put before the House the example of Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa. 
It is a well-known fact that when he conquered the Pathans he so much 
over-powered these valiant people that their women folk used to mention 
his name to their babies in order to frighten them and make them sleep. Tos 
day our country stands in need of such strong and capable persons. Mere 
appointment of Ministers, Deputy Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries and 
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(Shrimati Shanno Devi) À 


Private Parlicmentary Secretaries will not mend matters by itself. So far 
as the people in general are concerned, they have clearly expresscd them- 
sleves by voting against communalism in the recent elections, Asa matter 
of fact the masses have crushed the ugly head of the demon of communa- 
lism. But we have fallen a prey to another evil of the same magnitude. 


If communalism is gone, districtism is raising its head. So our work is not 
yet finished. In fact, it has just begun. We have to root out this evil at 
the very out set. The masses have voted us to power. Now it is our duty 
to work honestly for them. The people have placed their faith in us and 
they say that we have voted in your favour in the hope that mal-practices 
will go—‘his old institution, this great institution, the Congress, will prove 
worthy of its traditions. But when I go through the pages of this volume 
and find that the expenditure in connection with the salaries etc., 
of the Ministers has gone up from three lakhs to about six lakhs 
my head hangs down in shame, It is a question wherein our 
prestige is involved, If the prestige of the hon. Members is lowered 

in the eyes of the public, the prestige of the Government will also fall and 
consequently the administration will get out of control and become corrupt. 
If the roots wither away, the tree with all its foliage cannot remain in a 
secure position. So I would earnestly request the Government to cut 
down such unnecessary expenses which are a burden on the State Exe 
chequer. It is rumoured that the number of Ministers is going to be 
increased. I have already expressed myself on this point and I say it 
again, that it is not the number of Ministers that is going 
to improve the tone of the administration and bring prosperity 
to the millions that look up to us. The number may be seven 
or nine, it does not matter. (An hon. Member: Why not increase it to 
twelve ?) My point is that confidcnce, unity and trust in one another, are 
the qualities which go to make up a good system of Government, Ours is a 
State cf uprooted population. We haveto rehabilitate the displaced persons 
and find employment for them. I regret to say that even at this stage the 
problem of rehabilitation remains to be solved ina satisfactory manner. 
Of course, what has so far been achieved in this direction is that a few big 
officers have been rehabilitated. But most of the poor peuple are being 
Something should be done for them so that the 


driven from pillar to post. 
prevailing discontent may disappear. Our hon. Chief Minister, himself is a 


displaced person and he well realis:s the difficulties of these perscns ccming 
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> from the other side of the border. Even then I would like to suggest to 
him that the Rehabilitation Department should be over hauled and toned 
up. When I go round and see the conditions in which the displaced 

persons are living, [ fiid that they are ina state of suspense. Those who 

had property worth lakhs of rupees in Pakistan are now penniless and it is 

difficult for them even to make their both ends meet. Therefore with all 

the emphasis at my command I press upon the Government the necessity 

° of providing them with adequate relief and thus doing its duty towards 


ry 


1 


them in this hour of need. 


oo. 


r 


Sir, I am simply surprised to sce my brothers ənd fellow workers 
going in for new cars on the very morrow of their assumption of office. It 
is only ten months ago that the previous Ministry was dissolved but the 

! cars allotted to the Ministers must be lying with the Transport Depart- 
ment. These could be utilised by the present Ministers. But what do we 
fid? Eight brand new cars have been purchased for the Ministers at a 
cost of Rs. 1,60,000/-. It appears that my brothers have forgotten their 
gosl. I am strongly of the opinion that we should be fired with the same 
zeal ard spirit of service for the building of the new Punjab, with which 
Cor gress wis imbued since its birth and with which it fought the struggle 
of Indeper dence to the erd, We have to create a new Punjab, a prosper- 
ous Punjab— and for cchieving that object every pie st.ould Le saved and 
properly utilised, and ail wasteful «2per diture shculd be avoided. 


o Now I would like to say a few words in connection with the Public 
a Relations Department. If I remember aright, last year a provision to the 
tune of 8 lakhs of rupees was made for this Department. But this year an 
amount much larger than Inst year’s has been provided. I know sufficient- 
ly about the working of this department. When I was a member of the 
Public Relations Department Sub Committee, I found that two Direetors 
were sitting in one room. Since the time at my disposal is very short, I 
need not go into details. But I would only say that the Sub Committee 
| succeeced in cffccting a saving of Rs. 14 lakhs in the department. I feel 
a- that there is still much scope for saving a substantial amount from the 
- provision caimarked for this Department. Besides, I have received comp- 
laints that this Department dces not do any publicity work either in towns 
or villages. The seme old practice of hon. Ministers’ photographs along 
with their statements, :ppearing in the jouirals, published by this 
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[Shrimati Shanno Devi] 
_ Department continues till now. I take strong exception tó this and would 
request the hon, Ministers to take a pledge not to waste their time in 


getting their photographs or statements published in these journals. 


There is yet another point which I want to bring to the notice of the 
Government. This is about the tours undertaken by the hon. Ministers. 
As a matter of fact I do not object to their going on tons. They are 
essential for seeing things at the spot aad coming into direst contact with 
the masses. But what I object to is this. When they formulate their tour 
programmes, they should not remain content with sencing their pro- 
grammes to the hon. Members concerned repr scnting those consiiiuencies, 
It often happens that the Member concerned receives the tour programme 

after the hon. Minister had completed his tour. (Laughter). What I want 
-to impress upon the Government is that the hon. Members of those 
constituencies, which the hon. Ministers want to tour, should not be 
ignored. The hon. Ministers should make it a point to inform them of 
their intended tours in time and must take them in their company during 
their tours. This arrangement will facilitate matters because the hon. 


Member representing that particular constituency will be able to guide the 
hon. Minister much better than anybody else in redressing the grievances 


or removing the difficulties of the people of that laqa. I hope that my 


request will receive careful attention. 


There is yet another point of which I must make a mention. Last 
month most of the hon. Ministers including the hon. Chief Minister remain- 
ed on tour in the plains. I was here in that month and I happened to meet 
a few gentlemen. On enquiry I was told that they were members of the 
Beopar Mandal and had come here to wait in deputation on the Chief 
Minister who had telegraphically granted them 15 minutes interview. It 
simply amazed me to hear the Chief Minister calling these gentlemen 
only for 15 minutes without caring to see that they would be coming ata 
considerable expense and inconvenience and if this time of 15 minutes did 
not prove sufficient for them to put their view-point, they would be 
disappointed. My point is that whosoevcr comes to Simla, has to incur 
considerable expenditure and undergo a lot of inconven‘ence, and there- 
fore, the Chief Minister as also the Ministers should be liberal enough in 


granting interviews. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Lady Member’s time is over. Now I 
call upon Shri Raghuvir Singh to make his speech, 
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Shri Raghuvir Singh (Seraj) (Hindi): Sir, I rise today to mention 
the miserable condition of the backward areas. Qnly a short while ago, 
my sister, Shrimati Shanno Devi, during the course of her speech, 
presented a lucid picture of the miserable plight of the refugees. But I 
may submit that the condition of the people of the backward areas, who 
did not suffer the consequences of partition, continues to be as bad as ever. 


-it is no exaggeration to say that their lot is even more miserable than that 


of the refugees. I reiterate that the backward people residing in the dis- 
trict of Kangra, Hoshiarpur and Gurgaon and also in the sub-mountainous 
areas of Gurdaspur district stand in need of help from Government in the 
same way as the refugees. ‘Their problems are a little different from those 

of the refugees, I would, therefore, like to suggest to the Government to . 
constitute a Survey Commission consisting of experts and those members of 
this House who are conversant with the problems of these people. This 
Commission should thoroughly study the economic condition of these backe 
ward areas and suggest ways and means and make recommendations by 


which their amelioration could be brought about. I hope my suggestion 
will receive active consideration of the Government. 


Now I come to the Budget, I need hardly mention that this is an 
incomplete and broken Budget of the truncated Punjab. This time the 
people have sent their true representatives through adult franchise, and they 
ardently desire that Punjab should become a very strong State. But this is 
not possible so long as our economic condition does not improve. So it is 
the foremost duty of the Government to adopt measures to make Punjab 
‘economically strong. In this connection I would suggest to the Governe 
ment to appoint an Economic Survey Committee for the State. Its terms 
of reference should be wider than the Survey Commission, which I have 
‘suggested for the backward areas. The Committee should carefully examine 
the sources of revenue of the State and make suggestions for increasing the 
income of the Government as well as power of production of the people of 
of the State. 


Then I would suggest that motor transport should be nationalised 
without any delay. Our neighbouring State, the Himachal Pradesh, has 
stolen a march over us in the matter of nationalisation of Motor Transport. 
The policy of that State in this regard has proved a great success. There 
is no doubt that through ‘individual effort the transport industry fetches 
more income, but loss of income under nationalisation is amply compensated 
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for by the rise in the standard of efficiency in the transport industry, 
Besides, the income derived from this industry will be properly utilised for 
the betterment of the people, and it will not go into the pockets of any 
individual or swell his bank balances. I, therefore, feel that nationalisation 
of Moter Transport will not only bring more income to the Government, 
but will also provide facilities to the public. 


Now I come to the Community Projects. These are very useful 
schemes but our Government has not cared to derive maximum amount of 


_ benefit from them as our neighbouring State, Himachal Pradesh, has done. 


Origiftal with; 


The latter had only one Community Project for a particular area but it has 
spread itor distributed it in all its four districts, In the Punjab the 
Government has selected only 4 small areas for the introduction of 
Community Projects. I wish these projects could have been distributed 
ever a larger area, 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is over. 


Hon, Members: I have to announce that from 12.39 p. m. the hon. 
Ministers will start making speeches. I have decided to allot 15 minutes 
to the Minister for Education, 10 minutes to the Minister for Local 
Self Government, 5 minutes to the Minister for Development and 
1 hour to the Minister for Finance. The hon. Chaudhri Lahri Singh has 
‘already spoken for half an hour. So this completes the quota of time 
reserved for the Ministers, Now I have only 10 minutesleft at my disposal, 
which I can give to two hon. Members for making short speeches. 


Now the Secretary of the Legislature will make an announcement, 

Secretary: Ihave the honour to announce that the Punjab Appro- 
priation (Second Vote on Acccunt) Bill, 1952, which was passed by this 
Assembly on the 17th June, 1952, and sent to the Punjab Legislative 
Council for recommendations has been received back. It has been returned 
by the said Council today, the 20th of June, 1952, without any recommenda- 
tions. 


Mr. Speaker: Now I call upon Shri Hari Chand to make his 
speech. 


Shri Hari Chand (Anandpur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, after all I 
have caught your eye and I fcel grateful to you for your having permitted 
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a me to make a speech. I offer my heartiest congratulations to the hon. 
Finance Minister for presenting a lucid Budget. It adds to my pleasure 
to find a gentleman holding the portfolio of Finance, with whom I had an 
opportunity to work in another sphere. (Voices: Reviving old memories). 
Yes. Well, Sir, the Finance Minister has made no secret of the fact that 
ours is a deficit Budget and it is natural that we shall have to tap certain 
sources to balance it, But one thing about the Budget has pained me very 

a much and that is this. Whereas large provisions have been made for a good 

ja» many schemes, not a single pie has been set aside for the betterment of the 

Hoshiarpur District. If this point is brought to the notice of the Govern- 

ment, then we are quietly told that financial stringency stands in the way 

of the Government. It may be stated that during the bye-election from 

the Una Constituency in 1949, almost all these gentlemen, who are now 

occupying the ministerial ‘gaddis’, visited that Jlaga and are fully conver- 

sant with the miserable condition of the people there. But it isa pity, 

that despite the fact that now they are at the helm of affairs they have not 

* moved even their little finger to provide anything for the amelioration of the 

condition of the poor people of that Tehsil. This is a Budget which has 

not been presented by the Unionist or any other party, but by the Congress 

Party itself and yet it is'an irony of fate that no provision has been made 

Y for the uplift of the people of Una Tehsil in particular and Hoshiarpur 
District in general, 


Is the Government aware that there is no high school for boys in tehsil 
Una? For girls, we have not got even a middle school. How can this 
back ward area be raised to the standard of other parts of the State? The. 
p» Deputy Leader complained that hon. Members spoke for particular tehsils 

and disricts and did not keep the interests of the State as a whole before 
them. Is not Tehsil Una a part of the Punjab ? What has been done to 
improve conditions in this area? The*Government has given us the Chos 
Act with its four clauses. People have been prevented from keeping goats 
and camels, Instead of helping these poor people, the Government has 
deprived them of their only means of livelihood. Can it be called 


s justice ? 
pas 

Among other matters, the hon. Minister refered to Bhakra and 
N: ngal Projects on the completion cf which the districts of Hissar ard 
z Feroz pore will receive canal water. No ccmpcnsaticn was given to the 
Potty landowners whose lands wcre acquired ty the Government in connec: 
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(Shri Hari Chand) | 1 
tion with the execution of these Projects. After digging pits in them, these | 


lands had been returned to their owners after a period of three years. 
Some of my hon. Friends complained about lack of iirigation facilities in 
their constituencies. I would like to tell them that our Government wants 
to make money from whatever source it can. In Hoshiarpur, a tax of three 
rupees per head is charged even on the supply of drinking water. We 
have been demanding that one-third of this tax should be borne by the a 
District Board, one-third by the Goverament and the remaining one-third 
by the people. There was a time when District Hoshiarpur was known as 
the garden of the Punjab but chos and khuds have damaged most of its 
fertile land. If proper steps are not taken in time, the entire area will 
become barren and unproductive. The Government has taken no steps to 
train the chos and nallahs. ‘Their banks need immediate repairs, The 
Deputy Commissioner, Hoshiarpur, wrote to the Government that for- 
keeping thirty khuds in the district in proper condition, he should be given 
Rs. 20,000/- per khud, but it paid no heed to his request, 


The hon. Minister stated that the Government had advanced loans. 
for digging tube-wells and huge sums had been spent on the work connec- 
ted with the Grow More Food Campaign. It was suggested te the Govern- ~ 


ment that if Thanas Nurpur and Balachaur were attached to Tehsil Una, 
many needs of that Tehsil would be met. Pumping set scheme was started 


am aee e e Ae eet AA, Nara eT aa a a oO E E» e 


and money was advanced to the people for various other purposes but 

nothing else was done for the people of my Tehsil. If we are not pros 
vided the necessary facilities and nothing is done for our uplift, we will TE 
remain backward and will not be able to stand shoulder to shoulder with a 
other people of the Punjab. 


Sardar Hari Singh: (Dasuya,) (Hindi): Sir, many hon. Members 

have expressed their views with regard to this Budget and some vf them have 
described it asa Police Budget. Though I fee} that it cannot be called a 
poor man’s Budget, still I do not agree with these who-described it as a ~ 

| Police Budget. In my opinion, these hon. Members did not take the - 

| trouble of reading it. Do we not find in this Budget an attempt at achiev- 4 
ing the ideals which Gandhiji used to preach ? If some new tax is levied 
the people resent it, and if some stcp is taken against the services, they bring 
recommendations from influential people. Even under these circumstances 
the hon. Minister for Finance has included a number of beneficial 
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schemes in this Budget and we should congratulate himon it. Our Ministers 
had spent many precious years of their lives in the struggle for indepen» 
dence of the country and it was naturally to be expected of them that on 
assuming the reins of office, they would take every possible step to banish 
poverty and illiteracy from the State. I hope that they will come upto 
our expectations and will bring about prosperity and happiness in the 
State. 


Mr. Speaker : A large number of hon. Members are rising in their 
seats in order to take part in the debate. About fifty speeches have been 
delivered during the general discussion of the Budget. Seventeen speeches 
were delivered on the first day, seventeen on the second day and twelve 
hon. Members have spoken today: Four hon. Ministers have still to reply 
to the debate. This will bring the total number of speeches to fifty, By 
the time the general discussion on the Budget ends, fifty Members out of 

the total number of one hundered and twenty five will have participated 


in the debate. If all the hon, Members want to speak, they should 
request the Leader of the House to allot at least four or five days for gene- 
ral ‘discussion. | 


Minister for Edacation (Shri Jagat Narain) (Hindi): Sir, I have 


listened with capt attention to the forty odd speeches that have been 


delivered on the floor of the House for the last two days, Criticism levelled 
at the Government has been partly constructive and partly for its own sake. 


| My portfolio includes three Departments, namely, Education, Transport 
and Health. As two separate days have been allotted for discussion on the 


demand for education, I leave this subject for the present. Transport 
Department and policy of the Government has come in for a greater share 
of criticism than any other department. So, today I would try to reply to 
this criticism only. 


It has been suggested that road transport should not be nationalized 


_ because, firstly, the experiment made so far has not proved a profitable 


proposition for the Government in spite of the increase in fares and 
secondly it has caused inconvenience to the public owing to the 
amenities not having been provided. Before saying anything else, I would 
like to quote facts and figures, dry no doubt, but essential to dispel the 
misconceptions of those hon. Friends who have been persistently mak” 
Ing a propaganda here as well as outside that no profit has so far accrued 
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to the Government and thet its transport services are running at a 
loss. Now, Sir, our total capital investment is of the order of 
Rs. 38,14,95)/- and the total net profitis Rs, 16,55,961/-. Interest on 
capital comes to Rs. 2,45,858/-. Then we havea reserve fund of 
Rs. 10,23,383/- ; interest on it being Rs 53,936/-, This brings the total in- 
come to Rs. 29,89,141/-. Now let us take into account the taxes from 
which the Government-operated services are exempt and which the 
private operators would have paid had they been operating these services. 
These are the Registration fee, the Roads Tax, the Sales Tax, the Income 
Tax and the Permit Fee. While the first and the third are paid by these 
services, the remaining are not. Now, in 1948-49, Government-operated 


=- services should have paid Rs. 852/- as Permit-Fce, Rs. 9,340/- as Road Tax 


and Rs. 49,268/- as Income Tax. For 1949-50, the corresponding figures 
åre Rs. 2,454/-, Rs. 22,088/- and Rs. 71,780/-. In 1950-51, they should 
have paid Rs. 5,033/-, Rs. 60,125/- and Rs. 2,59,759/- respectively. For 


"1951-52, the corresponding figures are Rs. 6,463/-, Rs. 95,226/- and 


Rs. 2,59,758/-. Now if the total amount payable on account of various 


taxes from which the Government-operated services have remained exempt 


is deducted from the net profit, the balance of profit comes to Rs. 7,51,817/-. 
These figures speak for themselves and give the lie to the propaganda that 


the Government-operated transport services are running at a loss, 
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Now let us proceed further. Ifthe Reserve Fund of Rs, 10,23,383/- 
andthe sums of Rs. 2,45,858 and Rs. 53,936/- which represent iaterest on the 
capital and the Reserve Fund respectively are added to this balance of 
profit, the total comes to Rs. 20,74,9°4/- which represents the money that 
has so far been repaid to the State Exchequer by Government transport 
services. If to this amount is added the sum of Rs. 5,65,630/- spent by 


them on costructions of sheds, stands etc., the total receipts trom buses 


come to Rs. 26,40,624/-. Our fleet of 200 buscs is of the value of 


Rs. 28,66,€08/-.. Even by making an allowance for depreciation, its pre- 
sent value is not less than Rs. 20 lachs. The Government will be a gainer 
by Rs. 3 lakhs even if these undertakings are wound up today. I would 
welcome any impartial inquiry into the operation of bus services. When 


we claim success for them, it should not be taken as a bluff. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Plezse supply us copies of these facts 
ard figures. 
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nie l = Minister for Education: Yes, I shall certainly do that. Now 
a few words about the comfort ‘and convenience of passengers 
travelling in omnibuses. If travelling ia an omnibus is really 
$0 inconvenient as has been described by some friends, how is 
it that people flock round an omnibus in preference to the lorry 
run by private operators. No doubt the passenger has to pay a little 
| higher fare but the seat he gets in an omnibus is definitely more comfort- 
A ble, being quite separate. It is just like inter or second class seats in a 
train. It is trae we have not yet been able to provide the amenities that we 
s want to. However, I must poiat out that booking offices, waiting rooms, 
canteens and lavatories have beer provided at Nakodar, Tarn Taran, 
Katka, Karnal, Jullundar and Simla. Retiring rooms for the staff have 
also been provided. Retiring rooms for passengers exist at Kapurthala, 

Jullundur,; Nakodar, Karnal and Jagadhri. 


‘In order to provid: amenities to the travelling public the Government 
has decided to construct 20 queue sheds in different districts. "Two sheds 
have been coastructed in Amritsar and Jullundur and the remaining will 
bè- constructed in the course of a few months. So far as the question of 
nationalisation of road transport is concerned, this question docs not arise 
at this stage and we are honour-bound to abide by the agreement made by 
the then Minister for transport—Sardar Kartar Singh — in the Bhargava 
Cabinet. My hon. Friend Sardar Wazir Singh had told me that we should 
first consult the transport operators before taking up the work of nationali- 
sation of transport. I had accepted his advice and discussed the matter 
with the tramsport operators for two days. After that I had told them that 
the Government proposcd to start Governmcnt bus service on the lines of 
Pepsu, Delhi and Jammu-Kashmir according to the previous agreement. 
We have absolutely no intention of making any infringement of the agree- 
meat already arrived at by the Bhargava Government. 


There are at present 27 transport companies managed and run by 
refugees and 42 companies are such as are managed by non-refugees. My 
hon. Friend had remarked yesterday that the Government’s decision would 
hái displace and throw out of employment many refugees who are honestty 

earning their living in this trade. Imay tell him that Iam a refugee my- 
self and have a soft corner fur my refugee brethren. I am always prepared 
4 to discuss the matter with the transport operators znd convince them that 
the Government is orly taking up those routes whiche weragreed upon by 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


P a vaaia 


| 


Orig nal with; 


(6)40 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (20th June, 1952 


(Minister for Education) 

the previous Government. I am glad that my hon. Friend Sardar Wazir 
Singh is in favour of nationalisation of road transport but I feel surprised 
that my Communist friends are opposed to this idea. I do not understand 
their opposition when in Communist Russia every industry is nationalised. 
They have trumped up the argument that the Government should first 
nationalise Banks and Insurance Companies. By advancing such arguments 
they feel perhaps that the Government may postpone the idea of national- 
isation of road transport. I would, therefore, inform the House that the 
Government is prepared to discuss the matter with the bus operators and 
convince them that it is honouring only that agreement which was made 
with the operators sometime back. 


Minister for Local Government (Pandit Shri Ram Sharma) 
(Hindi): Sir, during the short time which is at my disposal I would like 
to make a few observations in order to remove certain misunderstandings 
under which some of my hon. Friends are labouring. 


I am glad to say that very little criticism ‘has been made by the hon. 


Members against my Departments viz, Local Self-Government and Civil 
Supplies. I had thought that my Departments will come in for severe 
criticism but I am glad to find that all seems to be well with my Departe 
ments. Sir, none will deny the fact that the problem of food is of such a 
vital importance that no Government can run successfully without solving 
zt. My hon. Friends who have expressed the view that controls be abolish- 
ed should know that the policy of food control was initiated by the previ- 
ous Government. These controls have not been completely abolished even 
in Madras. What has been done there is that the whole State has been 
divided into zones comprising a number of deficit districts which are linked 
with one or more surplus districts. My hon. Friends should understand 
that if our State at this stage follows a policy of decontrol it will prove 
disadvantageous to it. 


There was, however, a proposal before the Government for the fore 
mation of a zone, comprising Punjab, Pepsu and Delhi in which food may 
be decontrolled. But the difficulty is that in this way we cannot effectively 
check the inter-State movement of foodgrains from Pepsu and Delhi. So 
far as Delhi and Pepsu are concerned, the zonal restrictions on foodgrains 
movement are not strictly observed and thus the cases of unauthorised 
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inter-zonal transport are very large in number. It is no use making such 
an experiment, if we cannot effectively deal with the situation of retaining 
inter-State barriers. Besides, the policy of decontrol is likely to result in 
the rise of prices of foodgrains. There is always a continuous aud unremit- 
ting vigilance onthe part of the Goverament to prevent soaring of prices. 
Our State being surplus in wheat hus surrendered the stock of 11,UQU tous 
of imported wheat in order to render aid to Delhi. If the Government of 
Delhi had imported wheat from Bombay it would have to pay more. We 
have also promised to suppiy 60,000 tons of wheat more to Delhi. We 
have done our best by releasing ample stucks of wheat for Delhi aud I hope 
there will not be any reasonable cause of complaint by the residents of 
Delhi that Punjab has not come to their rescue. Moreover, the Govern- 
ment has received complaints that the membeis of the District Food Supply 
Committees do not sumetime attend these meetings and take ittie interest 
in the work. Now the Governinent has decided to reconstitute these 
Committees. ‘This work in tact cannot be done satistactorily without the 
co-operation of the public. With regard to the recunstitutiun of these 
Committees, we have called tor the recommendations of the district autho- 
rities and will have also to take the advice of M. L. As. 


Besides, Sir, complaints are being received against the Commission 
Agents. In this connection, I would like to make it clear that our Govern- 
ment desires that a few people should not derive an unduly large share of 
profits. But instead, it should be distributed amongst a larger number of 
persons. Then, Sir, the agricultural labourers complained that while the 
Zamindars were allowed to kecp foodgrains for their own consumption they 
were not permitted to carry home foodgrains that they received in licu of 
their wages for having worked on the fields. In order to redress their 
gricvances, Government have permitted these labourers to carry home a 
load of 14 maunds of foodgrains on their person and when the procurement 
is complete Government will consider giving further relaxation in this 
regard. Government has also taken decision, for experiment’s sake, that milling 
orders may be withdrawn in two of the towns—one in Ambala Division and 
R the other in Julluudur Division ; and if no complication arises the Govern- 


ment inteuds to withdraw tnese orders from the Staie as a whole. dt the 
conditions improve there will be no need for keeping these orders in torce. 
Again, Sir, despite the specific orders of the Government in this respect, 
Harijans were experiencing difficulties in getting depots of toodgrains. 
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Now, in order to help Harijans, Government has asked the peony 
Commissioners of all the districts to submit a report every month 
indicating the number of depots allotted to them. i 


Then, Sir, at the time of my visit to Ferozepore, it was represented 
to me that as cloth was freely available in the open market, the restrictions 
imposed on the depot-holders in connection with cloth control may be 
removed. Previously, a depot-holder was not allowed to prefer an appeal 
for a period of three months after the cancellation of his licence, But, now 
the Government have relaxed this condition and a depot-holder will be 
allowed to prefer his appeal even on the next day of the cancellation of his 
licence, 


Now, Sir, a few words about the Local Bodies. Some defects have 
been reported in the management of certaia District Boards and the 
Government has no mind to show any leniency in their case, It has come 
to the notice of the Government that the Harijans are being put to 
unnecessary harassment by some of the Inspectors on the pretext of realiza- 
tion of the professional tax and drastic steps will be taken by the 


Government to set the things right. The elections to these bodies are 

going to be held shortly. But, before the elections take place, the y 
Government aims at overhauling the structure of these bodies. The 

Government is not in favour of suspending these bodies, Nevertheless, it 

takes a serious view of the presence in them of Members who indulge 

in mal-practices and would like to substitute them by as honest persons as 

possilbe. Although very little time is left at the disposal of the Government, yy 
yet, all-out efforts will be made to gain this end. If the hon. Members | q 
desire that the elections should be held before the 31st December, it will 

be possible to do so on the basis of the old eleetoral rolls and if it is the 

wish of the Houses that elections should be held on the basis of the new 

electoral rolls then that would be possible only after the 3lst December. 

If any new name is to be included in the lists it can be done by making 


the prescribed payment of Rs. 50/- only. C s . 


Minister for Development; Sir, a reference has been made by the 
Leader of the Opposition, Sardar Gopal Singh Khalsa, to the effect that 


communalism is rampant in public services. It is true that the officers do 
not carry any sign of honesty on their person and it is indeed a difficult. 


task to distinguish them as such. Both goad and bad officers exist, In fact 
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these officers were recruited at the time when we had not cast off the 
shickles of slavery andthe entire recruitment was made purely on the 
basis of communal representation, I am woll aware of the fact that 
communalism is still traceable at som2 places but the Government will do 
all in its power to curb it with a strong hand. I would like to request my 
hon. Friends through you, Sir, that the persons who approach them and 
talk about communalism in services should be discouraged and it should be 
made clear to them that if at all they have some complaints in this connec- 
tion they should see the Ministers and explain such cases to them in detail 
so that their grievances may be redressed. In this regard, the instance of 
Hissar Cattle Farm has been brought in as a typical case. I am aware of the 


correct situation prevailing overthere. The persons alleged to have been 
victimised in this case will not prove to be above board when their turn 


comes. They simply want to grind their own axes by raising the stunt 
of majority community and minority community. But, I maytellthemthat 


their tactics will not succeed. I would like to convey it to the masses 
through the House that the evil of communalism Shall prove disastrous for 


all. The wounds inflicted on us during the holocaust of communal riots 
have not been healed up as yet, We have got a bitter experience of com- 
munalism and I want to make it clear to the House that communalism in 
any shape will not be tolerated. either in the Panchayats or the public 
services. I wish to give a st:rn warning to all those officers who align 
themselves with political parties in order ts camouflage their corruption 
aid ineSisiency ard tell then ia plain words that never will they be allowed 
to do sə. They will be awarded such deterrent punishment that they will 
learn the lesson of their life. 


Sir, I have not forgotten the promises which I had made with the 
electorate in my capacity as President of the State Congress or on my own 
behalf during the elections, I still stand by those promises and our . 
Government is trying its level best to fulfil these at the earliest. 


One of these promis2:s was regarding the reduction in the rate of 
abiana. The matter is under our full and active considerations. We wish 
to thrash out every aspect of this problem before we arrive at any decision. 


We want to have the opinions of experts on this issue, because it is our 
sincere desire, that we may not be forced t9 revise our decisions after we 
have once made them. 


$ 


| 
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As regards the abolition of Zaildari, I want to inform the hon. i q 
Members sitting opposite that this case is also with us for final decision. 
So far, only two or three Zaildars have been appointed at two or three 
places ; two at Rohtak and perhapsone at Amritsar. Besides, these, Zaildars 
have been appointed in the Kangra District. We hope to decide this 
matter very soon. [Itis also hoped that the will of the people would pre- 


vail and this system of Zaildari would be abolished. 


‘With regard to the problems of tenants in the State, our Govern- s 
ment is determined to safe-gaurd the interests of tenants. We have already | 
taken steps in this direction and intend to secure their tenancy rights. 
by bringing forward a fresh legislation very Soon. Weare committed to 
giving them safegaurds and are doing every thing for their betterment. ! 


Then, Sir, E want to make one thing clear to the hon. Members of 
this House. Certain newspapers are indulging in wrong propaganda 


against our Government. 


With regard to the question of return of abducted girls after the 
recent decision of the High Court, I may inform them that this problem 
of recovery of abducted girls isthe direct concern of the Central Government 
and not of the Punjab Government. Some times we have to carry out 
Orders received from there. Therefore, a Wiopg propaganda is being 


carried on against our Government by certain sections of the press. 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: Sir, I want to draw the attention of the 


Government to the fact that by the time the High Court is able to decide 
this case, it is feared that all the tenants may be ejected. 4 


Minister for Development: I think the hon. Member was 
not attentive. | 


Minister for Finance: (Sardar Ujjal Singh) (Punjabi): Sir, 
whereas, I thank those hon. M:mbers, who have taken pains to go through 
this Budget with a critical eye and have given certain constructive 
suggestions, l also thank those hon. Members who have expressed their 
opinions on its contents in all sincerity even though they have not cared 
to study it. 

I assure all the hon. Members of this House that we shall consider all 
the suggestions which have been made by them. I hope some of these 


suggestions will prove very useful when we try to put them into effect, 
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We shall try our very best to mould the destinies of our State by working 
on the constructive suggestions given by the hon. Members. Hon. Members 
of all shades of opinion have expressed their views on this Budget. Some 
have said that itis a ‘Unionist Budget’, others have called it a rich man’s 
Budget as according to them it does not provide any thing substantial for 
the poor. Some of them have dubbed it a ‘Bankrupt Budget’, They have 
criticised it according to their own view points. But, Sir, the fact is that 
it is neither a ‘Police Budget’ nor a ‘Bankrupt Budget‘. 


Sir, it may be that this Budget has certain shortcomings. We may 
not have been able to do what ought to have been done. But I can say 
with confidence that it contains certain things which are definitely for the 
betterment of the country. In the first place an hon. Friend has alleged 
that it contains no provision for the uplift of the ruarlites. Had such an 
allegation come from a Unionist, it would have been understandable but I 
regret to point out that a Congressman has levelled such a charge against 
us. The Congress stands for nationalism. It believes that the good of the 
country lies in the evolution of a classless society and that without it no 
progress can be achieved. ‘Today no one can claim to be higher than any 
other by birth alone. There are equal apportunities for all. In my 
opinion distinctions based on religion, caste or creed should not be allowed 
to cloud our thoughts and actions and as a matter of fact they are not in 
the larger interest of the country as a whole. Moreover, in actual practice 
no hard and fast line can be drawn between urban and rural problems. 
We cannot keep them in water tight compartments. There are schools, 
colleges and hospitals in the cities. Do the villagers not use them as 
theirown? In factories the labour and the raw materials are supplied 
by the villages. Do the producers of sugar-cane not demand that there 
should be a sugar factory in a nearby town? When I toured Hariana 


Prant, people asked me to set up a sugar factory at a certain place and the 
farmers were the foremost to make a request for one, 


Shri Sri Chand: But did the hoa. Minister agree to their request 
and set up a factory there? 


Minister for Finance: The Government is prepared to give land, 
loans, electricity and every other facility for the purpose provided some 
one comes forward to set up a factory. Sir, I was saying that it is illogical 
to have any distinciions based upon mere residence in a village or town. 
There are many institutions in cities which bestow benefits upon the 


Po glare tere 


| 
i s 


Origh al with; 


(6)46 PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [20th June, 1952 


[ Minister for Finance ] 

ruralites as well. If we look at the details of expenditure on various 
items in the Budget we can easily notice that the villages have not been 
ignored in any respect. Revenue Account provides for an expenditure of 
Rs. 17,48 lakhs. If we analyse it we will find a provision of Rs. 7,42 lakhs — 
for the villazes—Rs. 28 lakhs for the cities and Rs. 7,98 lakhs as mixed _ 
(i.e. both for villages and towns). 


Of the capital expenditure the villages have a share of Rs. 1,22 lakhs 
and the Cities, of Rs. 6,11 lakhs. The common expenditure on capital 
account is Rs. 6,54 lakhs. But I may again assure the House that no 
discrimination has been made in this respect. As a matter of fact our 
intention is to raise the standard of living of the people irrespective of 
their caste, creed or place of birth. It is our foremost duty to strive for the 
development of villages because itis there that poverty and misery stalk. ' 
I am myself a villager and no body can say that I have no love for the land. .- 
I possess a thorough knowledge of agriculture because I have been working 
on the fields with my own hands. I know what yield the various crops 
give per bigha. Nobody should entertain any doubts that I will sacrifice’ : 
the interests of the villagersin any way. at n l | 

Sir, another matter which has been raised on the floor of the House 
is that the Government has incurred huge debts which are a burden on our : 
Exchequer. In this connection, I wish to submit that in order to under- 
stand’the implications of these debts which will rise up to an amount of: 
Rs. 87,71 lakhs by 3lst March, 1953, it is necessary that we should have a ` 
detailed picture of our financial position before us. In fact there should 
be no cause for any alarm on this account. The debts that we are incurr- 
ing are being invested in productive schemes. Out of the total debt of 
Rs. 87,71 lakhs, a sum of Rs. 65 crores is invested in productive schemes. 
Another sum of Rs, 22 9) lakhs is earmarked for schemes like Ferozepur 
Canals, Rehabilitation, Housing schemes etc., which may be productive 
to a certain extent. Only a sum of Rs. 81 lakhs is going to be spent on 
schemes of unproductive character. So there should be no undue 
apprehensions with regard to these loans. Chaudhri Lakri Singh has 
already stated what amount of loans are meant for Bhakra and Nangal 
Projects out of this big sum. No doubts should be entertained that with 
the setting up of the Control Board the pace of work at Bhakra and Nangal 


will be slowed down. ‘he loans are received from the Centre. So, naturally 
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the Central Government has a right to take part in the execution and 
supervision of these undertakings. It has been estimated that the work 
at Bhakra will be completed by 1957-58 and when completed we will have 
water enough to irrigate about sixty-five lakh acres of land, four lakh kilo- 


watts of electric energy and anincreased production of 11,30,000 tons of 
foodgrain. 


å ' Then, Sir, the Capital Project of Chandigarh has come in for scathing 
criticism at the hands of my hon, Friends opposite. It has been stated that 
crores of rupees are being wasted on this venture and so on. I hope my. 
hon. Friends will agree with me that after the loss of Lahore, we must have 
some place which should be the seat of the Government and where the 
Secretariat of the Government could be located to run the administration of 


the State of Punjab. Now that place must have a sufficient number of 


up-to-date buildings to accommodate Government Offices. This condition 
must be fulfilled before we can move down to another place. We come up 
to Simla because we had ample accommodation here for our Secretaciat and 
other offices of the Government. Our Friends daily lay stress on the fact 
that the Government must leave the Simla heights and shift to a place in 
the plains. They suggest Jullundur, Ludhiana or Ambala, without caring to 
know whether these places offer sufficient accommodation tor the location 
of Government offices. So it is obvious that to whatever place the Govern- 
ment shifts, be it Ludhiana or Jullundur or Ambala, it shall have to 
construct buildings for its offices. Now in the present case the difference 
lies in the fact that the buildings instead of being constructed ut the places 
suggéstéd, will be constructed at Chandigarh. In the other words the huge 
expenditure on buildings, which has been criticised by my hon. Friends 
over there, is unavoidable. It will have to be incurred, no matter whats 
ever place is selected as the seat of Government. | 


Shri Sti Chand: But at the places in the plains suggested by us, 
the Government will not have to bear any extra expenditure on roads, 
drainage etc. 


Minister for Finance: True. But this expenditure does not 
make any appreciable difference, as I will presently show. In this connec- 
tion I had a detailed discussion with the Chief Engineer, Chandigarh 
Project. He told me that he had thoroughly examined the question and had 

C arrived at the conclusion that the construction of underground drainage, 
toads etc. would cost at the most 50 or 60 lakhs of rupees, This makes no 
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[ Minister for Finance] 
material difference because the major expenditure comes under the category 
of buildings for the Secretariat, High Court, the Assembly Chamber etc. 
Hence it is crystal clear that the sum of Rs. 308 lakhs, set apart for the 
Capital Project, will have to be spent, no matter where you build your 
Capital. 


Then, Sir, I repudiate the charge levelled by my hon. Friends oppo- 
site that the Capital was being built for the Nawabs of Lahore. I say with 
all the force at my command that this is a baseless charge, as the Capital 
is meant to rehabilitate displaced persons apart from providing a place for the 
seat of the Government. Here displaced persons from all places like 
Rawalpindi, Multan, Lahore etc., who are at present drifting from pillar to 
post, without finding any shelter, will get plots of land on payment for 


purposes of building residences and commercial houses. I do not know 


who those Nawabs are who are agitating the minds of my hon. Friends. I 
have at least no knowledge about them. 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: But the hon. Minister cannot deny that 
the cost of pluts is inordinately high. 


Minister for Finance: True. Butif my hon. Friend wants the 
State Capital to be built on modern lines, containing an up-to-date 
drainage system, roads and other amenities of life including the community 
centres, naturally the cost of development will be high and it will certainly 
react on the prices of the plots. Since the time at my disposal is very 
short, I need not dilate upon it and now I pass on to the item of Police. ` 


It has been stated that the expenditure on Police is enormous and it 
is a great burden on the poor tax-payer. I quite agree that the Police gets 
: the largest share of our revenues. But as I have already stated both in my 


Pe he enema ener eres = 


budget speech and the Memorandum to the Budget, the main reason for 
this comparatively high expenditure on the Police in our case has been our 
proximity to the border, the responsibility for the policing of which devolves 
on the Punjab Government. ‘That is why we have to set apart a sum of 
Rs. 273 lakhs for Police during 1952-53. But this does not mean that we 
have made this provision haphazardly. I may tell the House that we are 
quite wide awake and we thoroughly examine every provision beforc we 
make it. We try our level best to cut down expenditure wherever it is 


possible. But the difficulty is that we have to incur an expenditure to the : 


! tune of 80 lakhs of rupces on the protection of ovr borders. But we are 
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not sleeping over this matter, as we genuinely feel that this is the responsi- 
j bility of the Government of India and the latter should bear this expendi- 


ture. We are carrying on correspondence with the Indian Government on 


this subject. 


I think my hon Friends simply waste their breath when they say thit 

this Government is inertia-stricken and does not try to imperss upon the 
Government of India the desirability of meeting this expenditure and that 

nobody cares to hear our case. I may tell the House that the first thing I 

k did after assumption of office as Finance Minister was that I contacted the 
Finance Minister of the Central Government, explained to him the whole 

position and asked him to grant a subsidy to the Punjab State equivalent to 

the amount spent by ıt for guarding the borders, He said that he would 

consult the Home Ministry but advised me to apprise the Prime Minister of 

the whole case. I acted upon his advice and the hon. Prime Minister 

promptly replied that he had forwarded my letter to the Home Minister. 

I then met the Home Minister of the Government of India and made every- 

thing clear to bim on the subject. Dr. Katju was very sympathetic and 

finding some force in our case, told me that he would call a meeting of his 

advisers and thoroughly discuss the matter. The hon. Members will realise 

that we have not been sitting idle over this matter and whatever we have 

been able to do during a period of a month and a half, no other Govern- 

y ment was able to do even during fours years. | 


Then an objection has been taken by my hon. Friends opposite to 

certain words which have found place in the Memorandum to the Budget. 

‘They considered them objectionable and they remarked that the Finance 

Minister signed the Budget without caring to-read it. This was an un- 

. charitable remark. It may not have been possible for me to examine every 

figure from one end of the Budget to the other, but I assure the House that 

whatever litule time I got, I examined every major detail. I compared the 

present provisions with the last year’s figures aud expenditure was reduced 

wherever there was any room for it. I did so in the case of every depart- 

ment. But this does not inean that whatever I have done is infallible. I 

am always open to correction and am prepared to admit my mistake where I 

feel convinced. I, however, assure the House that in future every effort 

will be made to avoid the occurrence of any such word in the Memorandum 
to the Budget as may be considered objectionable (Cheers). 


Shri Kedar Nath Sehgal: But what are the words to which 
objection has been taken ? 
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Minister for Finance: Something like political, criminal activities a 
of a certain party are on the increase. t 


4, 


One of my hon. Friends referred to a circular letter issued by the 

e Public Relations Department. He produced a copy of it in the House. 

It was marked ‘Secret’ according to his own admission, but I do not know 

how he secured a copy of it, Every body has a right to express his views 

in the House and also to propagate them outside but I wish to inform 

my hon. Friends that: so long as they believe in subversive activities, it 

will be necessary for the Government to counteract them. I feel that our a 
propaganda machine is weaker than that of the party to which these 

gentlemen belong. There is need of strenthening our machinery. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: As Members of the Legislature we have 
certain rights which cannot be denied to us. 


Minister for Finance : I feel that this literature should not have 
-been circulated among the Members of the Legislature. It was meant 
for libraries and institutions only and not for individuals. We directly 
communicate to the public the information which is meant for them. This 
particular literature was meant for institutions only and it was not proper 


for these hon. Members to adopt such methods of propaganda. 


Y 
Sardar Chanan Singh: On a point of order, Sir. Is it open to 
the hon. Minister to say such things about the elected representatives of the 
public ? 
Minister for Finance: My -hon. Friends should not be upset. 
They have been returned to this House by the people of their constituencies , 
and not by any party. og 
Sardar Chanan Singh: The people who elected us knew about the 
party to which we belong. 
Mr. Speaker : Hon. Member should not interrupt the hon. Minister. 
He will have many opportunities of expressing his views, and in any case 
the Members should address the Chair. ` 
N 
Sardar Chanan Singh: On a point of order, Sir. + 
Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Member persists in interrupting the hon. 
Minister, I shal] have to take stern action against him, 2 
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Sardar Chanan Singh: I do not care for that. 


Minister for Finance; It was said that the treatment of the Police 
with the general public was not good and that curruption existed in that 
Department. I admit that that there is some truth in this complaint. I am 
sorry that sometimes the Police does not treat the villagers in the proper 
manner, but I can assure the House „that the Government is trying to 
bring about a change in their attitude. ‘Lhe popularity of the Government 
depends upon the treatment wuicn the Police metes out to the people 
and we are determind to sce that our police officers are courteous towards 
the general public. If they ill-treat the people, they bring a bad name to 
the Goverument. fÍ am fully conscious of the necessity of bringing about 
a change in the outlook or the Police. As regards corruption, it canaet 
be denied that it exists to some extent in the Police and the Public Works 
Departments, I want to inform the House that wnenever we come to 
know that a certain official is corrupt, we lose no time in taking action 
against him. My hon. friend Chaudhri Lahri Singh has told me that a 
number ot persons against whom there were charges of corruption have 
been dismissed trom the Public Works Department. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: Does the Government propose to appoint 
an Anti-Corruption Committee ? 


Minister for Finance: Such a Committee already exists. When 
acomplaint is received that a Government servant is corrupt a thorough 
enquiry is made into the matter. Recently, the Government issued a 
circular letter to ail the heads of Departineats to the effect that if they 
knew that an officer working under them was corrupt aud they failed to 
inform the Goverament abvut it, they themselves would be nelad responsible 
for corruption. The Governmen: cannot succeed 1u eradicating this evil 


completeiy unless the morals ot the public also improve. 


Then, Sir, the Leader of the Opposition complained that the members 
of a certain community were not recruited in the services. He went on to 
say that the system of making recruitment on the basis of merit and 
efficiency was merely a device to deprive the rural people and the Sikhs 
of their right of entering Government service. I wish to tell him that 
under our Constitution, which is regarded by all the democratic countries 


as one of the best constitution in the world, there can be no discrimination 


on the basis of class or community. It was said that the Siks and other 
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Minister for Finance ] 


minority communities were not getting their proper share in the services, 


If a Hindu happened to be the head of an office, he sometimes recruited 
person who was‘related to him or was the son of a friend. In that case 
the Sikhs complained that injustice had been done to them. Similarly, 
if a Sikh officer recruited some one known to or connected with him, 
Hindus made the same complaint. Whenever such things are done, these 
are not done on the basis of any communal consideration. Their object 


is to provide one’s own people. The Government wants to make it clear 


‘that an officer, whether he is a Hindu or a Sikh who recruits his relatives 
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ot friends in this manner acts in a highly improper way and serves neither 
one community nor another. | 


We are anxious to rid our country of the curse of nepotism and make 
merit the sole criterion of selection for Government posts. This is bound 
to raise the efficiency and morale of the services.. I want to advise my 
Sikh brethren to take their stand on right things and to assure them that 
if any injustice is done to a Sikh simply because of his being a Sikh, I 
would be the first person to raise my voice against it. (Cheers). As to 
what should be the criterion for judging merit and the relative importance 
to be attached to bookish knowledge and bodily development, we leave 
this question to the Punjab Public Service Commission which is known for 
its impartiahty and good work. When the work of recruitment to services 


will be entrusted to it we hope no one will have any occasion for complaint. 


Sardar Bhag Singh; What about the giving of 15 per cent share in 


the services to the scheduled castes ? 


Minister for Finance: ‘They will gct it provided they satisfy the 
minimum qualifications that are required fo: a pust. If any complaint is 
brought to our notice that such aad such Harijan candidate satisfied the 
minimum qualifications and was not selected, we shall certainly remove it, 

I take this apportunity of dispelling the misunderstandings prevailing 
about the Rehabilitation Department. So far as the allotment of land is 


conceraed, that work is almost complete. 


Some applications for review or revision remain to be disposed of. 


This work is expected to be completed by the 31st August. People who 


have been resettled on land will not be asked to shift again. My hon. 
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Friend Shri Abdul Ghani had made a complaint about the inadequacy of 
the arrangements made by the Government for the resettlement of Meos. 
I want to quote facts and figures‘to rémive his doubts. According to the 
enumeration of 1948, 21,074 Meo families owtied land. Out of these, 
4,759 families had left their lands. Out of these, lands have'been restored 
to 4,615 familfés. ‘Only 18 applications are pending. Some have not 
applied ‘fur festoration’of their lands. The remaining application to which 
Chaudhri ‘Mohd. Yasin Khan has referred were-347 in number. Out of 
is these, 208 have been rejected and 139 are under consideration and will be 
. decided very soon. In District Ambala, the Muslims owned 16,500 acres 
of lind. -Ouit‘of'this area, ldnd equal to 16,000 acres has been returned to 
them. Fà Burta; 1500 «acres of land out of -1709 acres owned by Muslims 
hdáve béén réturned‘to'them. Applications ‘relating to ‘restoration of land 
in Pänipät Tahsil:are being dealt with by:the Deputy Commissioner of the 
District. 


Then, Sir, an hon, Friend has drawn from this Budget curious 

conclusions about our expenditure on education and public health. 

According to him, it is no more ‘than a few annas per head. For the 

information of the House in general and the enlightenment of this friend 

y in particular, I want to compare the Punjab Budget of 1952-53 with the 
Budgets of other States in regard to expenditure on such beneficent acti- 

vities, while according to this Budget, per capita expenditure on public 

health in the Punjab is Rs. -/9/3,in Uttar Prdesh it is -/5/5, in Orissa 

-/5/1, in Madhya Pradesh -/5/5, in Madras -/5/2, in Bihar -/3/11 and in 

o Assam -/9/-. (Sardar Chanan Singh): “This is the picture of the Congress 
e” Raj) Oaly two States, namely, Bombay and West Bengal are ahead of us in 
this matter, Comparing similar figures for education, it will be found that 
we spend Rs. 1/9/2 per capita on education, while per capita expenditure on 
education in all other States ranges from /15/- to Rs. 1/3/-. Bombay 
‘excels all other States in this matter. -Here per ‘capita expenditure on 
education ‘is Rs. 3/8/-. Similar is our:position with regard to our expendi- 


š turé on industriės. 
r Now a few words about the working of the Public Health Depart- 
ment. While the number of deaths resulting from Cholera in this State in 
1944 was 1812, in 1951 it was 11 only. While plague took atoll of 61, in 
4 1944, 203 in 1945, 245 in 1946, now the number of its victims has been 
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reduced to nil. The death rale which was 26. 7 per pees in 1944 was 
only 16.6 per thousand in 1951. These figures speak for themselves” ‘and’ 
show the improvement that has taken place i in the, health, of the people a as a 
result of the efforts of the department concerned. | 


Ta 


- Iam glad that many people have started industries i in n the State, 


The industry of cycle parts at Ludhiana has been making good profit 
though recently. its business had become slack. I have myself seen this 
industry and I think that we should be- proud- of it as it gives employment 


to many skilled labourers of our State. = 


There are two important industries at Ludhiana viZ., cycle industry. 
and hoisery industry. -We are considering the question of giving protec- 
tion to these industries (Voices: Are you giving thém any subsidy ?). 
.The question of giving subsidy does not arise. at this stagé. -By manufac- 
turing cycle parts this industry is making a good deal of profit, s These 
cycle parts are exported to Madras and other States, but the only draw- 


back is that there is no proper stand ardisation of'these parts. 


Sometime back the Geran of India imported a huge icd of 
cycle parts from abroad with a view to making them available to the 
public at cheaper rates. The other reason which influenced the Govern- 
ment of India was that the priceof steel which was required for manufac- 
turing cycle parts may not shoot up beyond reasonable limits. — I met the 
hon. Minister for Commerce, Government of India and requested him to 
lend us the services of some expert technician who may help us in the 
standardisation of the cycle parts manufactured at Ludhiana. Moreover, 
I requested him that if the cycle parts are properly standardized then the 
Government will not feel the necessity of importing them from the foreign 
countries. The hon. Minister assured me that he would consider this 
matter. | | 


This industry is at presnt working below its capacity for not getting 
as much quantity of steel as it requires for its use, Itis not getting even 
one-third of its requirement and that supply too it cannot obtain without 
the help of the Government of India. The Governmcnt is conscious of 


their difficulties and is taking steps to remove them. 
Some of my hon. Friends have gone to the length of suggesting that 
the posts of Financial Commissioners and Commissioners should be abolish- 


ed and that the dearness allowance should not be admissible to officers 
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drawing over Rs. 1,000/- per mensem. In this connection I may inform 
my friends that it is quite easy to make such suggestions but the Govern- 
ment will have to consider the repercussions of such a step and to see 
that the demand for the discontinuance of the present arrangement will not 
create difficulties in the way of the working of the administration. I may 
assure them that the surplus staff in the Civil Supplies Department and 
other departments will be retrenched and my hon. Friend the Minister for 
Civil Supplies has also given an assurance to this effect. . . 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: I may draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the fact that the land in my district has become unfit” for cultiva- 
tion on account of water-logging. The Government has not devoted 


any attention towards land refoim. 


Minister for Finance : Moreover, Sir, the Government has been’ 
very anxious not to burden the people with new taxes. However, in order 
to meet the unforeseen and abnormal expenditure, it has decided to impose 
a nominghatax of one pie per anna on the fare of the passengers and goods 
carried by motor vehicles. In the end, I would say that during this short 
period we have tried to the best of our ability to serve the State. We 


have made every endeavour to afford all possible relief to the poor and 
have also increased the salaries of low-paid employees. We have also 


abolished- the special pays of cfficers and have given scholarships to the 


- students belonging to backward classes. We have also reduced the prices 


of text books to a rersonable level, Though we have not yet reached the 
goal yet I can say that the way in which we are proceeding will lead to 


the progress and well-being of the State. 


# 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p, m. on Wednesday, 23th June, 


1952. 


Bharat Printing Works, Simla-5- 


Pe Nag. geeks aie E 


a nr é 


- aj ə» 


. à ta ad ` < 4 
M ‘ > x R p 
eo + ¥ . 
: ' X 3 4; 
eat y se $ * ° 
“ 
: n m z i -< oo 
r : + 
i ~ 
+ x . ` ÈT 
P 4 ‘ p it ` 
n 4 : 2 aa 
1 t- & ~ = ` ' á 
2 4 > w 
x ` 
‘ woe 
` ` 
. we 7 
’ f 
; 5 f 
g j = 
; N 
i * M ‘ > 
4 $ ! i 
. 
iv i 3 
. i 
. 
$ . ~ 
wt 
ex £ 
` am d ' 
a7 i 
giek 
a = : 
" $ a 
a 
* 7 7 z 
> , = 
\ F ae i Fy š 
7 í > 
, 
> be sa 
: ` 
¥ ty + 
x i 
a si a 
. n 
T ‘ z a 
. 
w% ` 
~ y ` ad s 
Re fos] Co 
+ 3 
E kai : * R aa a 
f i f > . a oO a) 
š 4 ~ wok x j a = 
nr 4 
` 4 
: N 
$ l a fF 1.4 
i eo aT 
: x = 
e . ' R BS ee 
f ; ' E 
: S ° 
fu A N oO 
a 
Poa =| aoa 
y Ds g 
Soa A A 


= 


S 
. 
2 r 


Punjab Legislative Assembly 


Debates 
25TH JUNE, 1952 


ed 
VOL II NO. 7 


‘OFFICIAL REPORT 


-CONTENTS 


Wednesday, the 25th June, 1952 


E sA Pages 
Question Hour. . ; dr , / 2 
Starred Questions and Answers — | ie oe 1-tin 
£ : ° i ; % l i: . © paii . a a 
Suspension of = 23 | . E Wy -hig 
Demands for Grants- 

General Adiministration o woe 3 a ee 
| oe , | Mae 


Printed at the: “Stylish Printing ee: The Mau Simla. 


Price As. J9- 


Origgnal with; 

Punfab Vidhan Sabha 
Digifized by; 

Panjpb Digital Library 


v 


| 
| 


= 


Punjab Legislative Assembly 


Wednesday, the 25th June, 1952 


+ 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla,at 2 p.m. of 
the Clock, Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Chair. 


ere FS Woe a wh y $ 
o i w Eo 
an: a `- & ham aee «> 


Question Hour. 


TD aep wail 


ee PO as 
ah A 


Mr. Speaker: First, I would iike to know hon. Members’ opinion 
with regard to the retention of the Question Hour today. 


Some hon. Members: It shou!d not be dispensed with. 


Mr. Speaker: All right. 
STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


SUPPLEMENTARIES TO STARRED QUESTION NO. 33.* 


j 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: Wil) the hon. Minister for Public 
Works kindly state the reasons for selection of Chandigarh „as the site of 


the new Capital F À 


Minister for Public Works: Full information in this regard is 
given in the brochure which was placed on the Table of the House the 
E other day. 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is the hon. Minister aware that there is 


a feeling in the general public that this site was selected under the 
pressure of a Minister of the then Government at the Centre ? 


Mr. Speaker- Disallowed. This supplementary question does not arise. 


Mr. Speaker: Supplementaries to starred Question No. 103* were also 
postponed the other day and Shri Dev Raj Sethi was permitted to ask $ 
the same on the next sitting. Since he is not present in the House 
nor does any other Member seem to be desirous of making interpellations 
on that question, I call upon Shri Prabodh Chandra to put bis question. 


í PUBLICATION OF PERIODICALS BY THE GOVERNMENT. 


* 37. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state : 
(a) the names of the Periodicals published by the Punjab Go- 
vernment together with the number of copies of each printed 
during the period 1961-52. 


(b) the total expenditure incurred on such publications together 


= 
with the income, if any, received from the sale of these periodicals 
during the year 1951-52 ; 
(c) the number of paid subscribers of these periodicals; 
(d) the number of copies of these periodicals that are sent to 
the Railway Book stalls and news agencies for sale and the number " 
of copies so sold during 1951-52 ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 
(a) 1l. OUR PUNJAB (English) 1250 copies per month. = 
lI. PRADEEP (Hindi) 1400 copies per month. 
Ill. VEER BHUMI (Gurmukhi) 1300 copies per month 
| (b) Total expenditure incurred) a 
| during 1951-52) Rs. 18734. 
; Income Rs. 6100. 
(c) (i) OUR PUNJAB 200. 
(ii) PRADEEP 604, 
(iii) VIR BHUMI 465. 


a . 5 P ~ D 
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e 
(d) Number of copies Number of copies 
i sent to stalls for actually sold. 
sale. 
(i) OUR PUNJAB 2564, 2010. 
à (ii) PRADEEP. 3830. 3100. 
(ii) VEER BHUMI. 3900. 3200. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: The Chief Minister has stated that the 
expenditure incurred on the publication of the priodicals is about Rs. 
18,700 and the income from their sale is of the order of Rs. 6,100. 
r May I know whether the difference is accounted for by the copies which 
are supplied free? 
Chief Minister: It is understood. 
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISEMENTS 1N NEWSPAPERS. 
p 
l * 38. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the total amount spent by the Government on advertisements in 
different newspapers during the year 1951-52 together with the 
i amount paid te each newspaper on that account?, 
afr 


Shri Bhim Sen [Sachar :- The total amount spent was 
! Rs. 2,03,359/12/9. A statement showing the sum spent in the case of each 
r newspaper is placed on the Table. 


Ata > 0 


The total sum includes an expenditure 


of Rs. 39,128/- in connection with the General Elections. 
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN 


STARRED QUESTION NO. 38. 
Chief Minister : 


1. Total amount spent by the Government on advertisements in different 


newspapers during the year 1951-52. 


Rs. 2,03,359-12-9. 


2. Amount paid to each newspaper during the year 1951-52. 


[Name of the newspaper. 

1. Tribune, Ambala Cantt. 
2. Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta. 
3. Hindu, Madras. 

| 4, Bombay Chronicle, Bombay. 


5, Free Press Journal, Bombay. 


6. Times of India, Bombay. 


a 


Hindustan Times. New Delhi. 
g, Indian News Chronicle, Delhi. 
9° Statesman, New Delhi. 

10, Hindustan Standard, Calcutta, 
11. National Herald, Lueknow. 

12, Leader, Allahabad, 

13, Akhil Bharat, Bombay. 


14. Modern Times, Delhi (Weekly). 


15. E.M.E. Journal, Calcutta. 

16. Indian Engineering, Calcutta. 

17. Indian and Eastern Engineering Co. Ltd. 
18, Tej, Delhi. 

19. Ajit, Jullundur and Delhi. 

20 Hind Samachar, Jullandur. 

21, Milap, Jullundur and Delhi. 

22, Vir Bharat, Amritsar and Delhi. 

23. Pratap, Jullundur and Delhi. 
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Amount paid. 
83,931-8-9 
701-0-0 
677-8-0 
8398-0-0 
1459-0-0 
9896-0-0 
39,961 -3-0 
1567-4 0 
14 532-10-0 
2075-6-0 
279-0-0 
282-12.0 
98-0-0 
30-0-0 
35.0.0 
40-0-0 
78-12-0 
1,299- 14-0 
4,599-12-0 
3,227-0-0 
5,414-0.0 
6,956-12-0 
7,073-0-0 


2,843 2.0 


| 
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. Sher i-Bharat, Amritsar. 


. Driver, Jullundur (Weekly). 


Dogra Sandesh, Dharmsala (Weekly). 


Atalique, Delhi (Weekly). 


. Jat Gazette, Rehtak (Weekly). 


. Hariana Tilak, Rohtak (Weekly). 


Balidan, Karnal (Weekiy). 


. Panjab Tiansport, Amritsar (Weekly). 
. Transport Gazette, Delhi (Weekly). 

. Feople, Delhi. 

. Sanmarg, Banaras. 

. Tej, Ludhiana. 

. Qaumi Awaz, Lucknow. 


. Aj, Banaras. 
. Hindustan (Hindi), Delhi. 


_ Hindi Milap, Julundur, 


Pratap, Kanpur. 


|. Akali Patrika, Jallundur, 
. Sikh, Chheharta, Amritsar 
. Vartman, Amritsar. 

. Khalsa Sewak, Amritsar. 


. Roadways, Ambala Cantt. (Weekly). 


Nirbhai Yodh4, Ludhiana. 


Indian Express, Delhi. 


198-0.0 
1,603-6-0 
40-0-0 
49.4.0 
655-0-0 
690-0-0 
65-0-0 
1,079-12-0 
707-0-0 
30 0-0 
2-0-0 
48-0-0 
72-0-0 
126-8-0 
692-0-0 
6,382-0-6 
155-0-0 
1,239. 6-0 
360-10-0 
279-0-0 
310-.0-0 


1,099-15-0 


Grand Total Rs. 2,03,359-12-9 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is there any list of newspapers to which 
the Government doesn’t give any advertisements for insertion ? 
Chief Minister: No. 


ee 


ALLOTMENT OF BLOCKS OF COMMUNITY PROJECTS TO 
GURGAON DISTRICT. 


a 
+96. Shri Babu Dayal: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state the blocks of community projects allotted to Gurgaon 
District ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: None so far; but the question of 
including two blocks around Faridabad is under consideration. 
ALLOTMENT OF LAND TO REFUGEE LANDLORDS. 
* 104. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Fiaance be pleased 
to state :- . 
(a) the total number of refugee Landlords district-wise who 
have not so far been allotted any land in the State ; — 
(b) the total area involved in their claims ;. 
(c) the steps so far taken, or intended to be taken by the 
Government for allotting lands to tbem? 
| Sardar Ujjal Singh : 
i (a) 7721. 
(b) 22366 standard acres. 
! b- 
A statement showing district-wise details in respect of (a) & 
(b) is given below. n 


(c) Allotments will be made to such persons from unallotted 
land evacuee shamilat, banjars and from lands which 


| will become available on the cancellation of allotments 
| made on bogus claims. 
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Statement showing unsatisfied parcha claims as it stood on 12-6-1952. 


Te neces CALEY (tee 


sy 


TE ETE NS CR OL OATS TTD DSA SO AY Af RRS CARS SENSING E E POCO HE TE IP tts. AAL A SE (oon 
Serial No. Name of the District No. of parcha Area in 
claims standard 
D ano -maray voa TT EEE A Aa a za Acres. 
1, Lahore. 206 2,124 
2. Montgomery. ; 102 805 
3, Lyallpur. 490 4,978 
4 4. Muzaffargarh. 67 800 
5 Bahawalpur. 88 1,495 
È. Sialkot, 928 1694 
7. Sind. 8 71 
8. N. W. F. P. 14 110 
9° Multan. 1,369 2,893 
10. Gujrau wala, i l 2,793 3,291 
tl. Jhelum, | 17 21 
2. Mianwali. 11 29 
18. Shaikhupura. 923 4,180 
È 14. Attock, — E 
15, D. @. Khan. — = 
16, Rawalpindi. 349 46 
= 17, Gujrat. 381 38 
| 18, Sargodha. 28 226 
19. Jhang. 7 15 
1 7,721 > 22.386 
. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Does the Government propose to compensate 
ĝ those claimants who have not been allotted any land so far for the loss they 
have suffered as a result of non-allotment for quite a number of years P 
Minister : This number includes those also who were allotted land 
bat who did not take possession of it. There are others who did not file 
any claim. The question of compensation, therefore, does not arise. 

Shri Dev Rai Sethi: But so far as I know land was not allotted to 
fee een them because there was no more evacuee land at the disposal of the Govern- 
Punj™ Vidhan Sabha ment. Therefore, the question of giving compensation has to be considered. 
Digi ed by; . >œ ° 
Pan p Digital Library Mr. Speaker : This 1s no question. F 
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ALLOTMENT OF MORTGAGED LAND IN THE STATE. 


*105. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 


te state :— 


(a) the tota} area of land mortgaged by Muslim evacnees with 
the local people districtswise in the State ; 

(b). the estimate of the amount needed for redemption of such 
lands ; 


(c) whether the Government. intend to allot mortgaged land 
before or after redemption to the deserving claimants ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: (a) &(b) A statement showing the total 
area of Jand mortgaged by Muslim evacuees with local residents and the 


mortgage money involved in each district of the Punjab is given below. 


(c) The Government of Punjab wished to allot these lands to 


displaced land-owners from Western Pakistan and took up the matter 


with the Government of [ndia, 


The latter have not yet decided to allow 


the Punjab Government to allot these lands to displaced landowners from 
Western Pakistan. 


Statement showing evacuee area mortgaged with local residents in Kast Punjab. 


SY EE AE TOA TED anan earner on wenn wine een! ad 
District: Mortgaged area. | (Standard acres) | Mortgage money (Rupees of} 
Aaa Aaa aa AA E a EL 4 ak EOR a ania ctor ein a N lacie To AT SIE LE 


ated 


Under unsfru— Under mortgare 
ctury mortguge: with eee mortgage. 


Semen ann 


t Jallundar. 
2. Ludhiana. 


3. Hoshiarpur. 
4, Ferozepur. 
5. Gurdaspur. 


6 Karnal. 

7. Atnritsar, 

8. Hissar 

9. Kangra. 
10. Ambala. 
11. sohtak, 


12, Gurgaon 


‘Foal S 


Punjab. 


Area under} Area under 
Total Jusufructury 


| 


119 51,679 
53 34,082 
609 101,192 
1,623 157,808 

117,374 
213,192 
154,022 

88,674 
3,952 
161,629 


Not .676 Not 
available. available. 


BODY 34533* 


T UNE ONAN TT 


6878 72,062 78440 1128137 


mortgage 


with pess- 


essior. 


2.221846 
2 47,9574 
3,912,747 
670,8,232 
665,9,832 
639,609 
5,013,212 
1,718,238 
164,095 

2 806,082: 
1,145,549 


3,041,269 


36503285 


HT 


Total M 
a 
R 
K 
5 


2,283,525 
2,506,656 
4,013,939 
6,866,040 
6,777,206 
852,801 
5,167,234 
1,806,912 
168 047 
(2,967,711 
1,145,549 


307580 2 


_—. 


37631422 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know when these arrangements are likely 


6 


to be made ? 


Minister : This depends upon the Government of India. 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know when this case was referred to 


the Government of India ? 


Minister: I don’t remember exactly the date. We have written to 


the Government of India many times. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Wheu was the last reference made ? 

Minister : I don’t remember exactly the date. Probably ii was made 
during the last month when the meeting of the Rehabilitation Board was 
held. 


et ees ne aeee 


ALLOTMENT OF SHAMILAT LAND TO REFUGEE CLAIMANTS 
IN THE STATE. 

*106. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that Shamilat land has been allotted to 
refugee claimants in satisfaction of their claims; if so, the number of such 
allottees and the Shamilat area thus allotted, district-wise in the State ? 

Sardar Ujjal Singh: Culturable shamilat lands in the possession of 
Muslim evacuees were included in the original scheme of quasi-permanent 
allotment of land and these lands were allotted to displaced persons like 
Other evacuee lands. Unculturable shamilat lands falling to the share of 
Muslim evacuees in the Karnal, Rohtak, Gurgaon, Hissar and Ferozepur 
districts are also being utilised for allotment to displaced land-owners. 
The figures about the area of shamilat land so far allotted and the number 
of allottees is not readily available as un-culturable evacuee shamilat land 
in the districts mentioned above is still being utilised for allotment. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether Government has taken any 
steps to remove the grievances of refugees who have not been allotted 
shamilat Jands ? 

Mr. Speaker : This does not arise out of the original question. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It does, Sir. Since the refugees are co-sharers 
of that village they are of course interested in their shamilats. lt should 
not be allotted as such. ‘They have not been given any recompense for 
their claims in West Pakistan. lt is double injury to them, Sir. Is the 
Government doing anything to give them compensation for the losses they 


have sustained in West Pakistan ? 
Minister: Well, I want notice to answer this question. 
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PUNJAB STATE DRESSERS ASSOCIATION. 


*95. Shri Babu Dayal Sharma: Wili the Minister for Education be 


pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that the Punjab State Dressers Association 
have from time to time submitted memoranda to the Government 
(i) for the increase of their pay according to the recommendations $ 


of the Central Pay Commission ; =e 


(ii) for nominating at least two deserving and able dressers for the 
M.B.B.S. class ; 


(b) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, the action taken 
thereon ; 


(c) for allowing them to practice dressing according to para XVI of 
the Manual ; 


(d) for allowing them to enjoy Gazetted holidays or compensating 
them by allowances ; 


(e) for dressers being named ss medical assistants ? 


Shri Jagat Narain. r 


la) (i) and (b) Yes. The scale of pay of Dispensers - Dressers was enhanced 
from Rs. 35-2-45/2-55/2-65/2-75 to Rs. 55-3-70/4-90/5-120, 
from the 3rd November, 1950. Their pay was increased by 
Rs. 15 to 20 p.m. in each case. < 


(a) (ii) No. The admission to the M. B. B. S. class by nomination 


has been discontinued altogether. 


(e) The question is receiving the consideration of Government ; 


(d) The Dispenser - Dressers cannot be allowed gazetted holi- 
days, as it is not possible to close Hospitals/Dispensaries on 
such holidays. The Dispensers-l)ressers are duly compensat- . 


ed in the shape of free residential house or house rent æ 
allowance, in lieu. 


(e) Government see no justification to change the designation of 
Dressers. None of the States in India has designated them 
as Medical Assistants. 
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CLOSING OF HOSPITALS IN GURGAON DISTRICT 


*97. Shri Babu Dyal: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state the number of hospitals closed in Gurgaon District during this year, 
together with the reasons thereof P 


Shri Jagat Narain. Two Relief Camp Hospitals at Palwal and Gurgacn 
were closed in April, 1952, but were replaced by outdoor Dispensaries in May 
last. Besides, a subsidized dispensary at Hathin has been shifted to Bhundsi, 
as the residents of the former village experienced difficulty in collecting the 
usual contribution of Rs. 600/- per annum needed for its maintenance. No 
other hospitals or dispensaries have been closed in the district of Gurgaon. 


PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE PUNJAB FACTORIES ACT. 


*194. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Labour 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of prosecutions launched under the Punjab 
Factories Act in the State during the years 1950-51 and 1951-52 
and the result thereof ; 


” (b) the date of the institution of prosecution iu Court, the time 
taken in the trial and the date of judgement by the Court in 
each case P? 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh. (a) 279 and 330 prosecutions were launched 
during the Calendar years 1950 and 1951, respectively. Of the former, 275 
ended in conviction and the offenders concerned were fined by courts, and 
four cases ended in acquittals; while the result of the cases instituted 
during the year 1951 have not so far been collected. As the information for 
purposes of annual reports is collected on the basis of Calendar and not 
Financial years, the above information las been supplied for Calendar yeers 
i only. 


(b) It iv regretted that the information asked for cannot be supplied as 
f the time and labour involved in collecting the same will be incommensurate 
with the benefit likely to accrue. 


r 


NEWSPAPERS ON THE APPROVED LIST FOR GOVERNMENT 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


*39, Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
siate whether the Government maintain any special list of the approved 


Original with; newspapers for the purposes of inserting their advertisments ? 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. The Government do not maintain any special 


list of approved newspapers for purposes of inserting their advertisements. 
As far as possible the principle of rotation is observed. 


ee ae a apea 


NEW APPOINTMENTS MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT. 


*40. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state :- 


(a) the new appointments made by the Government during tle year 
1951-52 : 


(b) whether these appointments were made through and in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Publio Service 


Commission if not, the ressons therefor ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. The time and expense required to answer the 


question will not be commensurate with the results. 


———— wee oe l 


SELECTION FOR THE P. C. S. 


*41, Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
State :- 
(a) whether any selections were made for the P.C.S. during the 
pericd from June 1951 to April 1952; if so, the names and 
qualifications of selected candidates ; 


(b) whether any list of candidates for the P. C. S. was approved 
just before the present Government assumed office ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. 
(a) Yes; The names and qualifications of the selected candidates are 
ás follows :- 


P.U.S. (EXECUTIVE BRANCH) 


/ 
Register A-I (Tshsildars and Naib-Tahsildars) 


I. 1. Thakar Jugal Kishore, B.A. LL.B., Officiating Tahsildar. 
2. Malik Ganga Dhar, B.A., (Hons) LL. B., Cfficiating Tahsildar. 
3. Thakar Fateh Singh, B.A. P.E.L., Tahsildar. 
4. S. Naranjan Singh, B.A., Officiating Tahsildar. 
ó.. Ch, Murari Singh, B.A.LL.B., Officiating Tahsildar. 
6. S. Gurdial Singh. B.A. (Hons), Officiating Tahsildar. 
7 


S. Lal Singh Aujla, B.Sc., Naib Tabsildar (Candidate). 
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Register A-II (Ministerial Government Servants). 


iJ. I. Shri Jhangi Ram Dhingra, B.A., Secretariat Officer, Civil Supplies 


Department. 
2. S. Harbans Singh, B.A.LU.B., Secretariat Officer, Civil Supplies 
_ Department. 
3. Note :—The candidates on Registers A-J and A-II were selected striutly 
-~ in accordance with the recommendatious of ihe Public Service 
Commission. 
Register B (COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION) 
IJI. 1. Shri Brij Lal Mittal. 
2. Ch. Dasondha Singh. 
3. S. Kulwant Singh. 
4. S. Rajindra Singh. 
5. Shri Krishan Lall Jhingan. 
6. Shri Bal Raj Kapur (eventually did not join). 
7. Shri Jagmohan Singh. 
8. Shri Pran Nath Bhatnagar. 
= Note :—They were selected by Government strictly in the order in which 
they stood in the Competitive Examinarion. 
SCHEDULED CASTES. 
(Recruited in consultation with the Public Service Commission). 
o IV. 1. Shri Dharam Rattan, M.A., Inspector, Sales Tax Office, Old 
Secretariat, Delhi. 
; pa 2. Shri Thakar Das, B.A. (Hons.), Assistant Manager (Administration) 
A Government of India Press, New Delhi. 
3. Shri Muni Lal Targhatia, B.A., Officiating Zilladar, Punjab P.W.D., 
Irrigation Branch. 
, 
i 4. Shri Gian Chand, B.A., Clerk, Prime Minister’s Secretariat, New 
Delhi. 
P.C.S. (JUDICIAL BRANCH) 
V. 1. Shri Kanwar Krishan Gujral. 
Original with; 2. Shri Bal Krishan Aggarwal. ; 
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(Chief Minister ] 
3. Shri Ved Parkash Aggarwal. q 
4. Shri Amar Nath Aggarwal. l | 


Note :—They were selected for temporary appointment to the P.C.S. 
(Judicial Branch) as a result of the Competitive Examination 
held by the Public Service Gommission in 1950, strictly in 


order of merit. + 
io 
(b) Yes; in respect of P.U.S. (Executive Branch) on Register A-II 
(Ministerial Government Servants) only. 
POSTING OF PUNITIVE POLICE IN ROHTAK DISTRICT. 
*153. Ch. Maru singh Malik:— Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 
(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that punitive 
police has been posted in villages Khanpur Kalan, Kasand», 
Kasindi, Gamri and Nait of Police Station Gohana, District 
Rohtak; | 
(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative (i) the _ 
strength of the police force posted there (ii) the cost that 
the Government or the inhabitants of those villages will be , 
required to bear (iii) whether any class or community has i 
been exempted from the payment of the punitive tax; if so, | 
why; ‘ 
(c) the number of cases registered under the Indian Penal Code 
during the period from Ist January 1950 to 8th August 1950, P 
9th August 1950 to 3lst November 1950 and from Jst 
January 1950 to date pertaining to these villages ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. - 
(a) Yes. 
íb) (i)1 A. S. I, 1 H.C. and 12 F, Cs. including contingency r 
reserve. 
(ii) Rs. 26, 050 to be borne by the inhabitants of these villages. + 
(iii) No. 


(c) 3, 2 and 16 respectively. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: Does not the expenditure incurred on 
punitive Police Posts which are located in different villages exceed the 


Original wiġmount of the land revenue of their villages ? 
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USE OF GOVERNMENT OWNED CARS BY M. L. As. AND M. L.Cs. 


*163. Shri. Sri Chand: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
State ‘— 

(a) whether the Government cars supplied to the Ministers have been 
utilised for giving lifts to the members of the Legislative Assembly and 
Legislative Council (i) from and to the railway station or the bus stand 
to their places of destination at Simla, (ii) from their places of destination 
to Assembly or Council Chambers to attend the Session and (iii) for visiting 
friends and relations; 


(b) whether the Government is aware of the fact that these cars 
were freely used by the Members of the Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly for purposes mentioned in part (a) above during the month of 
May, 1952 when the Legislative Counci] and the Legislative Assembly 
were in session? 


Sbri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) & (b) In the absence of names of M. L. As and Ministers 
concerned being given, this questicn cannot be replied to. Under the rules, 
however, a car can be used by a Minister at headquarters and at places of 


halt for journeys within ten miles’ radius for non- molars purposes. At 
Delhi this limit is twenty miles. 


Sbri Sri Chand: ‘Do the Ministers pay for petrol from their own 
pockets ? 


Chief Minister: May I read the answer again for the benefit of my 
hon. Friend ? 


Shri Sri Chand: I have already heard it. 


Mr. Speaker: Then your question does not arise. 


aag A e 


SACHAR MINISTRY SCANDAL. 
*164. Shri Sri Chand: Wil the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state :— 


(a) whether the news at page 4 of the Daily Partap“, dated the 
22nd May 1952, under the heading : 


: l ; . Rage ; y 9 wr À 
“ Sachar vazarat ka scandal, private kamon ke live sarkari k r.. Chun 


kufr, az kahbsh barkhezad...... Y wala mamla... ration qawaid ki khilaf-varzi.” 
has come to his notice; 


(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, whether 
he has made any enquiries in the allegations contained in that 
news item ; f 
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[ Shri Sri Chand ] 
(c) the result of the enquiry, if any ; 


(d) whether the allegations were not found correct; if so, whether 
he has contradicted the news or is prepared to contradict the 


same P 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar :— 


(a) Yes, at the instance of the hon. Member. The Chief Minister went 
from Bagha Purana to Fazilka on a private visit and, therefore, 
did not charge any T. A. for this visit. He has also paid 
for the cost of propulsion for this part of the journey and back. 
Under the rules governing the use of Government cars by Ministers 
such cars can be used for private purposes beyond a radius of 10 
miles if the cost of propulsion is paid. 


(b) No, and none was called for. 


(c)&(d) Do not arise. 


EY a a ee wens, 


CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS IN THE STATE. 


*128. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade : Will the Minister for Develop- 


ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) the date when the work of Consolidation of Holdings started in the 
State ; | 

(b) the tehsils in which this work is going on at present ; 

(c) the strength of the staff engaged for this work in each tehsil; 

(d) the date when the work of land consolidation started in Nurpur 
Tehsil ; and the number of viliages of the tehsil where this work 
is actually going on at present and the progress made so far ; 

(e) the date when the work in the first batch of villages is expeoted 
to finish ; 

(f) whether the Government has given any instructions to the Con- 
solidation staff regarding the width of roads connecting various 
villages with each other to be laid out during the consolidation 
work ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: A statement giving the required 


orice’ wit2 formation is laid on the Table. 
gial with; 
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Shri Ram Chandra: Will the Minister for Development be pleased 
to state what wiith of roads connecting various villages with each other 
to be laid out during the consolidation work was allowed ? 


Mr. Speaker: The statement is laid an the Table. How does this 


supplementary question arise P 


Shri Ram Chandra: Sir, I have received a copy of the statement 


and I am putting that question which arises out of it. 


Minister for Development I had a paper with me wherein it was 
stated how much the width of the road shall be from village to village, 
from village to forest farms, and from village to pucca road but it so 


happened tbat I lost that paper. 


UTILIZATION OF ELECERIG ENERGY GENERATED 
AT JOGINDER NAGAR. 
*113. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Irrigation be 


pleased to state :— 


(a) tha average volume of elestric energy generated at Jogindernagar; 

(b) the total electric power in kilowatts given to Punjab (P) as a 
result of the first contract with the Pakistan Government after 
the partition and the rates charged ; 

(c) the total electric power in kilowatts being given now as a result 
of the latest renewed contract ; and the rates charged ; 

(d) the steps taken by the Government during the period from 
15th August 1947 to 31st March 1952 to utilize this energy in 
the Punjab (India) ; 

(e) the approximate period within which the remaining electricity 
would be wholly and fully utilized within the Punjab (India) ? 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 

(a) Average maximum demand of electric energy generated at 
Jogindernagar during 1951-52 was 32,100 K. W. 

(b) The first contract was executed for the year 1949-50 Maximum 
demand of 9,000 K. W. per month was contracted to be supplied 
throughout the year at the following rates — 


(i) From lst April 1949 to 30th November Nine pies per unit. 
1949 for 9,000 K. W. Maximum Demand 

(ii) From lst December 1949 to 31st March 
1950. First 5,000 K. W. Nine pies per unit’ 
Above 0,000 K. W. One anna per unit, 


a 
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(c) The contracted fighres are :— 
(i) Maximum Demand of 6,000 K. W. during summer months 
i. e. from Ist April 1952 to 30th November 1952 and 
(ii) 2,500 K. W. of Maximum Demand during winter months. 
Rate of charge is 13.5 pies per unit. 
(d) Maximum possible development of the Ubl River Scheme was 


carried out in Punjab (I) increasing the Maximum Demand of 
about 13,500 K. W. in 1947-48 to about 24,500 K. W. in L9ST-52. 


(e) 4-5 years. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Irrigation be pleased to 
state if our Government had entered into the second agreement with the 


Pakistan Government in 1949 and what rates were charged before 1949 ? 


Minister : All the terms and conditions had been decided in the first 
agreement which our Goverument had entered into with them immediately 
after the partition. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It has been stated that it will take the Govern- 
ment from 4 to 5 years al least to utilise the remaining electricity; if so, can- 
not Government decide this thing within 2 to ? years keeping in view 
the present needs of our State ? 


Mr. Speaker: It does not arise. 


mem O eel 


TOWNSHIPS IN THE STATE UNDER EIGHT MARLA SCHEME. 


*107. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of townships in the State under eight marla scheme. 
and the number of houses remaining unsold therein ; 


(b) whether the Government is aware of the demand for eight marla 
plots and the need for building loans for such plots; if so. 
whether Government has any plans for such plots ? 


Od 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) Number of townships under eight marla scheme : l4 
Number of unaold houses : 830 
(b) Survey of the needs of eight marla plots is conducted in all 


districts from time to time. At a few places there ig still a 
demand for eight marla plots and buildings loans. Further schemes to 
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ineet this detreand, however, have not been sanctioned, as anbuilt up 
plots under other schemes are still available for sale at these 
places and no funds have been placed at our disposal by the 
Government of India for undertaking fresh schemes of eight 


marla plots. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The Minister for Finance has stated that 
about 8000 houses have not yet been disposed of, may I know the reason 


for it ? 


Minister : At one or two places water and electricity are not avail- 


able, otherwise houses are quite good. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Did not the Government inquire before 
the building of these houses whether these houses were actually needed 


at those places ? 
Minister: This does not arise out of it. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: ls it for the Minister or for the Chair 


to decide whether any supplementary arises or not P 


Shrimati Sita Devi: What has been decided by the Government 
about the houses which have not yet been disposed of ? 


Minister: Efforts are being made to dispose them of, and in case 


they are not, then Government will let them out. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is Government prepared to sell them at a 


price below the cost price ? 


Minister : It has not yet been decided, 


RELIEF TO PERSONS AFFECTED BY FIRE IN THE STATE. 
*114. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Development be 


pleased to state :— 


(a) the places in the State from where reports of fire reached Guvern- 
ment, with requests for financial help as a relief measure during 
the months of April and May, 1952 ; 

(b) the financial or other help given by the Government in such 


cases ; 


(c) whether he will place on the Table a copy of the general instruc- 


tions on the subject of relief to persons affected by fire. 
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mar Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : ~- 


(a) & (b) The fires which broke out during the months of April and May, 
1952 and were reported to Government with requests for relief 


sanctioned or otherwise, are as under :— 


Name of place. Relief sanctioned by Govt. or present 
position of the case. 
ies 7 1. Village lLalowali, Tehsil Besides local help got arranged 
Fazilka, Distt. Ferozepore. through a special official deputed from 
the headquarters, Government sanction- 
ed a relief of Rs. 5,100/-. 
2. Village Badalke, ‘Tehsil Sanctioned Rs. 2100/- 
Muktsar, District Feroze- 
, pore. 
8. Village Pulakk,  Tebsil Sanctioned Re. 650/- 
Nurpur, district Kangra. 
4. Chaura Bazar, Ludhiana. Detailed proposal from the Deputy 
Commissioner is awaited. 
=. Villages Attepur, Malikpur, -do- 
~ Kale Chek, Taloor and 
Akhroty in Tahsil Pathan- 
kot, district Gurdaspur. 
6. Village Ghamror, Tehsil | -do- 
Debra, Distt. Kangra. 
7 7, ‘Village Mohidinpur, District An enquiry has been made from tbe 
= Karnal. Deputy Commissioner and his reply is 
awaited. 
8. Village Chak Mabain Har Funds under head “54-Famine” from 
pee Do Dhandi, Tehsil Feroze-* which such 1elief is given have exhaust- 
7 N 
; pore. ed. Request for tle funds has been 
made to F. D. Pending for want of 
s provision of funds, 
= - 9. Petition from Shri Nanak A reply to the enquiry made from the 
Harijan, Basti Harijan near Deputy Commissioner is awaited. 
Badshahi Bag; Ambala City 
requesting relief on account 
of the destruction of Rabi 
Original with; ore? hy fire. 
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(S. Partap Singh Karion) ” 
(c) As laid down under serial No. 4 of paragraph 20.22 of the Book of 
Financial Powers gratuitous relief is generally afforded to those 
sufferers of a natural calamity who without help would be short of 
food especially the Kamins and poorer classes dependent upon 
harvest. . 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi : The hon. Minister has stated that Rs. 2100/- 
and Rs. 5000/- have been given to tke people of two villages, may I know 


what was the estimated loss at each place ? z 
Minister : I cannot say off-hand. i 
| PUNJAB UNIVERSITY SENATE. 
7 *139. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the Minister for Education be 
| pleased to state whether his Department is taking any step— 
: (a) to end the nominations to the University Senate by the 
: Chancellor ; : 
(b) to give represertation to school teachers on the University 
Senate ; Oo 
i (c) to remove the special reservation for principals and professional 
: colleges in the College Teachers Constituency of the University 
Senate ; 
: (d) furthermore, whether the Government is contemplating any steps 
to give further representation to College teachers on the T 
| University Senate ? 
Shri Jagat Narain :— 
| (a) No. 
(b) No. , = 


(c) No. y 


(d) No. However, the amendment to Punjab University Act in the 
light of the recommendations of the University Commission 
report is under consideration. 


SUBMISSION OF MEMORANDUM BY JULLUNDUR COLLEGE 
TEACHERS. 
| *140. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the Miuister for Education be 2 
pleased to state whether he will lay on the Table the memorandum sub- 
mitted to him during the last week of May, 1952, by the Jullundur 
College Teachers regarding security of service of College Teachers and 


their right of appeal to an impartial tribunal ? 
Shri Jagat Narain: The Memorandum in question is as follows. 


Origa win; The Matter is still under consideration. 
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MEMORANDUM BY JULLUNDUR COLLEGE TEACHERS 
REGARDING SECURITY OF SERVICE. 


We, the undersigned teachers of Jullundur Colleges fee] alarmed at the increas- 
ing number of arbitrary termination of servicesof teachers in the private colleges of 
the State, often without specifyiag even the grounds for such action. Such eases have 
resulted in a feeling of growing insecurity amongst us, which is bound to affect, 


adversely the interests of education in the State, 


We feel that it is against all canons of equity and justice to dismi; a teacher 
(or for that matter, any employee) without giving him a specific charge-sheet and 


affording him a chance to clear himself of sach charges before an impartial l'ribunal. 


We wish to point out that college teachers in the neighbouring States of Delhi 
and U.P. are already enjoying this right, and the U. P. Government has, in Some cases, 
intervened and set aside such arbitrary decisions of the Managing Committee. | 


We, therefore, demand that the recommendations of Sir Radhakrishnan 
University Commission and of the Sub-Committee appointed by the Punjab Govern- 
ment regarding the right of appeal to an impartial tribunal be, at once, implemented 


without the additions made to them by the Punjab University Syndicate. 


D. A. V. COLLEGE, BOYS SEUTION. 


1. D. D. Narula 2. D. N. Sharma 
3. 5.S. Widge 4. S L. Hans 

5. P. S. Puri 6 Satya Dev 

7 M. R. Kanwar 8. P. D. Chaudbry 
9, G. S. Chaudhry 10. K.C. Joshi 
11. D.C. Bhalla 12. D. D. Menon 
13. A.C. Deveshwar 14. O. Banneriee 
15. S. D. Rehan 16. R.K. Bhardwaj 
17. Ram Krishan 18. P.P. Tara 
19. R. P. Sbridhar 20. C. L. Arora 
21. K. B. Bhatnagar 22, Parma Nand 
23. S. R. Nayar ' 24, C.S. Rao 
25. Brahm Dev 25. V. P. Malhotra 
27. Karatar Singh 28. G. L. Chopra 
29. Shri Ram Sharma 30. H. R. Jindal 
31. D.R. Kapur 82. K, C. Chopra 
33. 5. K. Puri 34. B.S. Bahi 
35. a. N. Sharma 36. KC, Jain 
37. Jaswant Singh 38. Sushil Kuma: 
39 Dharam Pal Sharma 40. D. R. Khurana 
41. Chanan Singh 42, Kishan Chand 
43. P. L. Kochhar 44, Bansi Lal 

45. D.K. Aggarwal 46, Vishwa Nath Saigal 
47. O. P. Gupta 48. B. N., Kakar 
49. S. P. Malhotra 50. Kuldev Sawhney 


Sl. D.S Rastogi 52. Hans Raj 
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(Shri Jagat Narajn) 
D. A. V. COLLEGE GIRLS SECTION. 


J. Chopra (Miss) 54. N. Chadha (Miss) 
M. Saraf (Miss) 56. S. Narula (Mrs.) 
K. Sehgal (Miss) 58. B. Agnihotri 
Sushila (Shrimati) ` 


DOABA COLLEGE. 


Pradeep 6l. D. D. Bibra 

S. L. Chopra 63. Satya Pal Sharma 
P. C. Midha 65. P. L. Sharma 
Yog Prakash 67. D. D. Gopal 

Ved Prakash 69. Gian Chand 

T. V. S. Murty 71. 5. C, Kishore 

D. R. Hooja . 73. H. K. Mohan 
Prem Datta Verma 75. Yograj Sharma 
D. R. Jain 77. Madan Gopal Sood 
Amba Prasad 79. Ganpat Rai 

Yodh Singh 81. G. C. Sehgal 

Tek Chand 83. G. Rai 

S. P. Galota 


LYALLPUR KHALSA COLLEGE. 


Sardul Singh 86 Ajit Singh 
Kirpa} Singh Kasel 88. Wasawa Singh 
Piara singh Gill 90. Pritam Singh 

H. B. Singh : 92, Jia Lal Handa 
Harcharan Singh 94. Bhan Chand 
Zora Singh 96. Mehnga Singh 
Asa Singh 98. Gurbachan Singh 
Sadhu Singh 100. Balbir Singh Dil 


GRANT OF COMPENSATION TO LABOURERS DURING SEASONAL 
UNEMPLOYMENT. 


*¥l96, Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Labour 
be pleased to state :-- 


(a) whether there are any Factories in the Punjab which work with 


full strength only in special seasons ; 


(b) the provision made by the Government to give compensation to 
the Labour of these factories during the periods of seasonal 
unemployment. 
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Chaudhri Sundar Singh : (a) Yes, the following types of factories 


work with full strength during special seasons only :— 


(i) Rice Mills 

(ii) Tea Factories. 

(ii) Gotton Ginning and Pressing Factories. 
(iv) Sugar Mills n 
(v) Ice Factories 

(vi) Oil Mills 


(b) There is no statutory provision to grant any compensation to the 
Labour cf these Factories during the periods of seasonal un- 
employment, as this depends upon trade conditions. During the 
off season, some of these factories revert to alternative manufac- 
turing processes, where some of the workers remain engaged, 


while others can seek fresh employment through the good offices 
of the Regional Employment Exchanges. Some of the skilled 
workers of such factories remain in employment or make some 
agreement for a retaining allowance on half pay during the close 


season, as in the case of Sugar Factorieg. 


Captain Ranjit Singh : Will the hon. Ministe: please state whether 
any person has so far been able to get employment through the Employment 
Exchange ? | 


Minister : Many people are daily getting employment through the 
Employment Exchanges. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Will the hon. Minister please state the number 
of those who had got themselves registered with the Employment Exchanges, 
and who were able to get employment through them ? 

Minister : Thousands of them have got employment through this 
agency. 


Demen memea mae ane 


COMPLAINTS OF CORRUPTION AGAINST GOVERNMENT 
SERVANTS IN THE STATE 


*117 Shri Dev Raj Sethi : Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state :-- 


(a) the number of complaints of corruption against Government 
servants received by the Anti-Corruption Committee of the 
Government during the years 1949-50, 1950-51 1951-52 
department-wise and salary- wise i.e. (i) below Rs. 100/--». m. (ii) 
below Rs. 251/- p. m. (iii) below Rs. 501/- p. m, and above : 
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(Shri Dev Raj Sethi) 


(b) the number of Gazetted Officers against whom enquiries were 
instituted during the above-mentioned periods ; 


(c) the number of Gazetted Officers found guilty and the action taken 
by the Government in each case P 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 


(a) 1949-50 985 
1950-51 489 
1951-52 588 


It is regretted that detailed information department-wise and salary- 
wise is not readily available, and the time and labour involved in its 
collection will not be commensurate with the use to which it may be brought. 


(b) 1949-50 80 
1950-51 68 
1951-52 82 


(c) A statement is given below :— 


NUMBER OF GAZETTED OFFICERS FOUND GUILTY 
AND THE ACTION TAKEN BY GOVERNMENT IN EACH CASE. 


1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 


13 9 2] 
Services terminated 4 3 3 
Pension reduced 1 1 co 
Stoppage of increment 2 2 3 
Reverted 1 2 (One officer was also 
Retired compulsorily 1 2 debarred from pro- 
Warned 2 8 motion for 2 years 
Censured 2 2 ... and in _ addition 
Made to refund certain stoppage of bis incre- 
amount drawn in excess on ment for 2 years) 
account of T.A. oe l 
Made to proceed on leave 
preparatory to retirement. ies ae l 


Degraded by one step in the 
time scale of his Pny. oe phe 1 


60% deduction from the 
allotment of land due to 
him on accourt of his 
having filed an exaggerat- 


nal with; ed claim. eee eee l 
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~ CRIME SILUALTION IN VILLAGES JODHAN AND MANSURAN IN 


LUDHIANA DISTRICT. 


#180. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) the crime situation for the years 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951 and upto 
date in villages Jodhan and Mansuran io Ludhiana district where punitive 
police is posted ; 


3 : 
= (b) the population of the villages referred to in part (a) above which 
is affected by the punitive tax 
(c) the amount charged or proposed to be charged annually from the 
people of these two villages on account of the punitive tax; 
(d) whether the Government now intend to remove this pnnitive 
police post in view of the present situation ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) 7,6, 5, 14 and 9 cases respectively. 
(b) 3,278 
(c) Rs. 15,130 
| (da) Yes, from 31-7-1952 A. N. 
TRACTOR CULTIVATION SCHEME. 
| *178. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Development 
| be pleased tu state :— 
| | 
|oo (a) whether the Tractor Caltivation Scheme which was started by the 
» Government in the State worked successfully ; if 
: not, the total loss sustained by the Government till the end of 
the last year together with the causes thereof ; 
d (b) the rates charged per acre from the land owners by the Govern- 
ment for ploughing the land P 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
2 


(a) The Land Reclamation and Mechanical Cultivation Scheme is 

a - reported to have worked under Joss. The Government have 

consequently appointed a Sub-Committee to go into the working 

| of this scheme, determine the exact amount of loss and find out 

| the exact causes fur this loss. A repari of the final findings of 
| this Sub-Uommittee is still awaited. 


i pei b ing the rates is given below: 
=. a Te (b) A statement showing the rates giv 
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i: {Operation once)) 


| eS (iii) Discing (Operation once) 


(iv) Cultivation (Operation once) 


{v) Sohaga ( Operation once) 


(ii) Ploughing land under cultivation 
4 
! (vi) Disc Harrow(Operation once) 


(vii) Seed Drill (Operation once) 


: (viii) Sohana if combined with another 
f implement. 
(ix) (a) Levelling and thrasbing etc. by 


tractors with D. B. H, P. 30 to 40. 


(xi) (c) Levelling and thrashing etc. by 


| (x) (b) Levelling and thrashing etc. by 
tractors with D. B. H. P. below 

| 

| 
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Rates in force from ist October, 1950. 


35 — 0 per acre for Ist 100 acres 


33 ~ 8 
32— 0 
30— 8 
29 —0 


per acre 
per acre 
per acre 


per acre 


1,000 acres. 


12—0 ,, 


7 =U a 
7—0., 


7 —" i 0., 


3—0 , 


18 — 0 per acre. 


12 — O` per acre. 


39 


1 


% oe 


15 — O0 per hour. 
tractors with D. B, H. P. 40 and above. 


ll— 4,, 


, 8 ,, 


oe 
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for next 150 ,, 
for next 250 ,, 
for next 500 „n 


for area above 


SUPPLY OF SEEDS TO CULTIVATORS IN THE STATE 


*179. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Local Government 


ba pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the rates at which seeds of wheat and gram etc. are 
supplied to the cultivators in the State by the Goveroment are 
same are purchased by the 


higher than the rates at which the 
Government from the market ; if so, the rates of supply of such 
seeds during the last three years together with the profit made 


thereon by the Government; 
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Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: 


/ 


(a) The Scheme for the purchase, storage and distribution of food- 


grains is run on a ‘No profit? ‘No loss’ basis and no separate 
account is maintained for the purchase, storage and distribution 
of seed wheat or seeds of gram or any other grain. ‘The seeds 
of wheat and gram etc.are supplied to the cultivators in the 
State at the same rates at which issues of foodgrains are made 
for internal consumption etc. . The difference between the pur- 
chase rate and the sale rate represents the actual incidental 
charges incurred on handling in the course of purchase, storage 
and distribution. The question of making any profit by the 
Government does not, therefore, arise. Government pays a 
premium on seed wheat purchases and yet it does not charge 
anything extra at the time of issue. The producers derive 
double benefit. 


(b) Does not arise. 


Oeo eee SE ae 


STARTING OF A CEMENT FACTORY IN THE STATE. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state:— 


(a) whether it is a fact that Large Scale Industries Sub-Committee in 


yN 


its report for the year 1950-51 recommended to the Government 
to start a Cement Factory in the State; 


(b) the decision, if any, taken by the Government in this connection 


together with the date thereof; 


(c) the steps so far taken by the Government to implement that 


decision; 


(d) when does the Government kope to get the Cement Factory work- 


ing? 
Sardar Ujjal Singh : i 


(a) Presumably the hon. Member refers to the report of the 
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Industrial Develo pment Board which was published in 1950. 
The Board did recommend the starting of a Cement Factory in 
the State. 
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[Minister for Finance; 


(b) Government decided on the 20th August, 1951, not to implement 
this recommendation. . 


(c) and (d). Do not arise. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know the reasons for non-implementation 
of this scheme ?.. 


Minister : One of the reasons is the lack of funds. Another is that the 
i Public Works Department has got another scheme for cement factories with > 
it. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Lakhs of tons of cement are to be consumed by 
Bhakhra and Nangal projects and in the construction of the Capital at 
Chandigarh. In view of this does the Government not consider it necessary 
to set up a cement factory as soon as possible ? 


Minister : We prepared our scheme and submitted it to the Government 
of India. But the Central Government is of the urinion that instead of 
putting such a scheme iuto practice it would be better to consult the Associa- 
ted Cement Ltd. and make arrangements with them for the supply of cement 
to the Punjab. | 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will it not be more advantageous for us to have a 
a factory in our State than to take our supplies from distant factories ? 


Minister: It is a question which cannot be replied without taking all 
the factors iuto account. 


nem STS SOREN connie 


STARTING OF A RESIN FACTORY IN THE STATE. 


*116. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state :- | 


(a) whether it is a fact that Large Scale Industries Sub Committee, e 
in its report for the year 1950-51 recommended to the Govern- 
ment to start a Resin Factory ia the State as at Jallo near 
Lahore ; if so, the steps so far takeu by the Government to 
implement the decision ; | 


(b) the obstacles in the way cf setting up such a Resin factory ; 


(c) the total amount of money realisea by the Government by auction 


sale of Resin every year during the period Ldth August, 1947 to 
31st March, 1952 ? 
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Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) Yes. Subsequently the matter was, however, considered by the 
Industrial Development Sub-Committee of the Cabinet on the 14th 
August, 1951 and the proposal was dropped as being financiaily 


unsound, 
(b} Does not arise in view of the reply to (a) above. 
k (c) The reply is as under :- 
Year Amount in Rupees. 


1947-48 (15th August 1947 to 31st March 1948) 3,67,015 
1948-49 -12,06,344 
1949-50 10,29,741 
1950-51 12,90,516 
1951-52 | 19,65,294 


Total ... 58,58,917 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The hon. Minister has referred to a Cabinet Sub- 
Committee in his reply. Was there any Cabinet Sub-Committee on lèth, 
August 1951? 


Minister: I am sorry it wasa Development Sub-Commitaee and not a 
Cabinet Sub-Committee. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know the grounds for not setting up such 
à a factory P 


Minister - I bave already stated that the Sub-Committee considered the 
scheme as financially unsoand. That is why it was not under-taken. 


d eee 


| 
ALLOTMENT OF LAND, HOUSES OR SHOPS TO REFUGEES 
IN THE STATE. 


*230. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) the nuniber of those refugee families in the State who have not been 


allotted any Jand, house or shop so far; . 


© aye | 

(b) the number of those agriculturist refugee families the members of 
Original with; ” which have been allotted lands at different ‘places and thus 
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Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) All available land, houses and shops in the rural sad urban areas 
have been allotted to displaced persons but the number of those displaced 
persons who have not received any allotment of land, houses or shops is 
not available. 


(b) The number of such families is not available. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram: When will it be possible to know the number 
of refugees who have not been allotted any houses or lands so far ? 


Minister: It is difficult to say, bat as I have already submitted al 
tne available houses and lands have been allotted, 


Shrimati Sita Devi: What steps does the Government propose 
to take to help those who have been allotted no houses or lands ? 


Minister : Those refugees who submitted claims for allotment of land 
will get allotment chits within a month or two, if they have not already 
| been allotted any land. As regards claims for houses, that question is 
being taken up separately. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: I wented to know if the Government intended 


to do anything for those refugees who have not been allutted any houses 
so far. 


Minister: All the available houses have already been allotted. There 
is not a single refugee in the camp in the Punjab. Every displaced 
person has got either a mud hut ora house. - 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the hon. Minister aware that a large number ` 
of persons in Jullundur have been allotted no houses ? They are putting 
| up with their friends ur relatives ? 


Minister: That may be true but there in no displaced person with- 
out suitable shaiter. 


Ranjit Singh Captain: Am I to understand that the work of the 
Government in this connection is over and that no more allotments 
| have to be made ? 


Mr. Speaker: It does not arise. 
: che Pattee tee 
LEVY OF TAX ON TEACHERS BY THE DIS?RICT 
BOARD, FEROZEPURR. 
origi wun, = 229 Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Local 
Punjaf ViGowePritment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the teacher 
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employed by the District Board, Ferozepore, have been levied a tax of 


Rs. 4 per head ; if so, the reasons therefor ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Yes. A tax uf Rs. 4 per head has 
been levied on the teachers, with a view to raise the revenues of the said 
District Board. 

Shri Wadhawa Ram: May I know the reason for the levy of this 


tax? | 


Minister: In order to raise revenues the District Boards levy taxes 
on different professions. So this tax of Rs. 4 per head has been levied on 


the teachers. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram: Was such a tax levied before the Congress 


Jovernment came into power P 


Minister: Yes. A profession tax existed long before the Congress 
party came into power. 


SP TERS SEED eres 


D. A. V. HIGH SCHOOL, REHAN, 


*130. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the previous Chief Minister after visiting the D. A. V. 
High School, Rehan, advised the District Board to take over this School ? 


(b) whether it is a fact that on its refusal, the District Board was 
offered 100% aid if it took over the D. A. V. High School, Rehan ; 


(o) whether it is also a faot that subsequent to the above offer, the 


District Board passed resolution agreeing to take the D. A. V. High School 
Rehan ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: 
(a) Yes. 


(b) Yes. Government gave an assurance to meet the full deficit, 
| on account of the recurring expenditure of the school, subject 


to the maximum limit of Rs. 6,900 p. a. 


(c) Yes, on the condition of payment of cent per cent grant on the 


recurring expenditure. 
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SCARCITY OF DRINKING WATER IN NURPUR AND 
HAMIRPUR TEHSILS OF DISTRICT KANGRA. 


n *131. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Educa- 
tion be pleased to state :— | 


(a) whether it is a fact that there is scarcity of drinking water in very 
large areas of Nurpur and Hamirpur Tehsils of District Kangra; 


b) whether Government intends taking steps to have these tehsils + 

(b) g step 
surveyed in order to formulate plans for the supply of sufficient > 
and healthy drinking water to the inhabitants of those illaqas ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: (a) Yes, and the Punjab Government, through the 
Fanitary Board has financed the following water supply schemes in the said 
_ Tehsil = 


Name of Tehsil Amount, | Yearin which 
the grant was 
. | given. 
~ Nurpur Tehsil Ra. 
(i) Water supply scheme of villages. Bhaleta 
and Kathal. 3,715/-/- 1948-49, 
(ii) Nurpur water supply scheme. ; 29,749/6/- 1950-51. = 
: 40,582/10/- 1951-52. 
Total : 70,332/-/- | 
Expenditure of Rs. 70,332/- as indicated 
above represents the first part of water-supply a 


scheme of Nurpur town and necessary estimate of 
second instalment of Rs. 1,12,696/- has been for- | 9 
warded to the Notified Area Committee, Nurpur. 
Work will be taken in hand as soon as it is sanc- 
tioned and it is possible to allot funds. 


N 
(iii) Construction of a well in village 
Larhun (Tehsil Nurpur). 5,397- 1951.-52, 
t 
(iv) Construction of a well in village Gheta 
(Tehsil Nurpur). 4,167- 1951-52. fe 


Hamirpur Tehsil. 


(i) Coustruction of a pucca well in Chamar 
locality at Sujanpur Tira, 4,,780/- 1951-52. 
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(ii) Construction of a well in village 
Kanjian. 


2,518/- 1951-52. 


(b) While any further schemes for the provision of an adequate and safe ™ fe 


drinking water to the invabitants of the illaqas in question which may be 
received by the Sanitary Board for financial assistance from the District 
Board, Kangra, will he duly considered by the said Board, the question of 
carrying out survey work by the P.W.D., Public Health Circle, for the 
collection of data for the preparation of estimates for water-supply arrange- 
ments for the scarcity areas can be considered by the Sanitary Board and by 
Government on receipt of the District Board’s recommendations. 


Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Sir, may I reqnest that I may be 


permitted to ask supplementaries tomorrow as the statemént in question hag 


not heen supplied to me P 


Mr. Speaker: I have no objection to the postponement of the supple- 


mentaries to this question tomorrow. 


See carey A perenne 


GOVERNMENT COLLEGES AND HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE STATE 


*157 Chaudhri Maru Singh Malik: Will the Minister for Educa- 


tion be pleased to state: 


(a) the number of Government Colleges: and High Schools, “district. 
wise in the State at present ; 

(b) the number out of these started after the partition ; 

(c) the number of aided schools and cillcgés in each district : 

(d) the number of those brought on the aided list after 1947? 


Shri Jagat Narain:— 


Name of District: > No. of Govt. Colleges ` No. ‘of Govt. High 
Schools | 


Gurdaspur ` 
Amritsar 
Jullundur: ` 
Hoshiarpur - 
Ludhiana 
Ferozepore 
Ambala 
Karnal 
Rohtak 
Gurgaon 
Hissar. - 
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{Minister for Education] 


(b) 5 Colleges and 5 High Schools. 
No. of aided Colleges No. of aided Schools 

(c) Ambala sie 15 
Karnal —- 4 
Rohtak — 7 
Gurgaon — 2 
Hisaar — 2 
Kangra — 10 
Gardaspur — 12 
Amritsar 2 19 
Jullundur — L5 
Hoshiarpur — 15 
Ludhiana — 7 
Ferozepore 1 19 


(d) Nil. 


Shri Banarsi Das Gupta: Does the Government propose to open a 
college in District Karnal whichis one of the most backward districts in the 


Punjab? 


Minister: It depends upon the availability of funds. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


re rN er nae eee 


REFUGEE AND LOCAL TENANTS IN FEROZEPUR DISTRICT. 


66. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Minister for Development be 


r 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


nleased to state:— 


t 
the number of refugee and local tenants respectively in Feroze- 


pur districts 


whether the Government is aware of the fact that the land owners. 


are eiecting their tenants by bringing their lands under tractor 
cultivation; if so, the steps taken by the Government to protect 


the interests of the tenants; 


the number of tenants ejected in Ferozepur district in 
April, 1952. 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: 


(a) 
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Second Part. An Ordinance has already been promalgated 
whereby all tenants ejected between Ist May, 1952 to 15th 
June, 1952 can be restored, 


{a) None. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION AND ANSWERS 


CONSTRUCTION OF A MATERNITY HOSPITAL FOR PATYOKT AND 
HIRA SINGH WALA VILLAGES. 


67. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Minister fer Education be 
pleased. to state whether it is a fact thal some land and an amount of rupees 
twenty five thousand was contributed by the villages Pattoke aud Hira Singh 
Wala, Police Station Nihal Singh Wala, District Ferozepur, for the 
construction of a Maternity Hospital; if so, the time likely to be taken for 
the construction of the said hospital. 


Shri Jagat Narain : Yes. The question of recovery’ from the Punjab 
(Pakistan) of the sum of Rs. 25,000 (donated by S.B. Captain Hira Singh and the 

residents of Patto Hira Singh aad surrounding villages}, which was credited 

in the Joint Punjab accounts, is under consideration of the Punjab Partition 

a Committe. As soon asa decision is reached in the matter, necessary steps 
will be taken by the State Government for the opening of the proposed 


Maternity Hospital in village Patto Hira Singh, in the Ferozepore District. 


DAMAGE TO VILLAGES KOKRI HIRAN ETC. BY HAILSTORMS 


68. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Minister for Development be 

pleased to state the steps taken by the Government to relieve the distress 

_ eansed to the cultivators by the hailstorm on February 2, 1952 in villages 

. Kokri, Mirau, Chngadanwari, Kapure Bagi Pura, Dala of police station 
Mehta, Tehsil Moga, District Ferozepore ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : The information is that no damage 


was caused to Rabi crop in villages in question due to hailstorm on 2nd 
=- February, 1952. 


s 


a PUNITIVE POLICE POST AT BHUCHO MANDI 
69. Sardar Nidhan Singh : Will tbe Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a punitive police post has been stationed since 
| ` October, 1951 in Bhucho Mandi and the expenditure incurred thereon is 
' being levied on the inhabitants of Chak Feteh Singh, Chak Ram Singh, Chak 
N. ee Bakhtu, Kahan Singh Wala, Tungwali, Bega and Bhucho Kalou together 


P jab Vidhan Sabha with the reasons therefor ? 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Yes, since November, 1250 not October, 1951. 
The expenditure incurred thereon for the period from lst November, 
1950 to 31st Ostober, 1951 is being levied on the inhabitants of 
Chak Fateh Singh Wala, Chak Ram Singh Wala, Ghak Bakhta, 
Chak Kahan Singh Wala, Tungwali, Lehra Begha and Bhacho Kalan 
and for the period from Tst November, 1951 to 31st October, 1952 on the 
inhabitants of Chak Fateh Singh Wala, Chak Ram Singh Wala, Chak Kahan 
Singh Wala, Tungwali, Lehra Begha, Bbucho Kalan, Bhucho Mandi and 
Gehra Muhabbat. The reason for this levy is that the Post has been located 
as a punitive measure on account of the disturbed condition of the villages 
and conduct of their inhabitants. 


ome ee CD eee 


PUNITIVE POLICE POST AT VILLAGES CHUHAR 
= CHAK AND DHUDI KE. 
70 Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state:— 


(a) Wheather he is aware of the fact that punitive police was posted 
' during the years 1939 to 15th August, 1947 at village CGbuhar 
Chak and Dhudike, Police Station Mehta, Tehsil Moga, District 
Ferozepur on account of the nationalistic sympathies of the people 
belonging to these villages; 

(b). Whether it is also a fact that a sum of Rs. 1,04,000/- was realized 
in the form of punitive tax from the residents of the villages 
mentioned in the part (a) above; _ 

(c) Whether the Government prepose to return the above mentioned 
amount tothe persons from whom it was realized, if not, the 
reasons thereof, 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) Lam aware of the fact that punitive police was posted during the 
years 1939 to lth August, 1947 at villages Cbuhar Chak and 
Dhidike. It was posted not on account of the ‘nationalistic 
sympathies’ of the people but on account of the disturbed condition 
of these villages and the conduct of their inhabitants. 

(b) A sum of Rs. 1,038,888 was realised. 

(c) No, the additional -police was posted at the cost of the inthabitants 
for the reasons given in part (a) above, and those reasons do not 


justify refund of the money. 


ent ee eae Sem 


71. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be pleased 
to state the time likely to be taken by the Governicent to abolish the “ Zamin- 


dara” system in the State f 
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Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : The rights of landlords ip occupancy 
tenures and of taluqdars aud Ala-maliks in jands held by adna-maliks 
have extinguished. Besides this security for a period of 5 years io tenants of 
land owners owning more than oJ standard acres or 100 ordinary acres 
has also heen provided for. 

In addition the amendment of the present tenancy legislation is under 


consideration, 


TOURS BY MINISTERS IN THE STATE 
72. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state the 
the nember of tours undertaken by the Ministers in each District during 


the nonth of May 1952, together with the time spent and work done in tlie 
course of eaok tour P 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: I regret the reply is not yet ready. It wil} 
be mace available to the hon. Member in due course. 


amome maaa E aaraa 


PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF PEKEONS AND ORDERLIES IN ALL 
THE GOVERNMENT OFFICES IN THE STATE. 

73. Shri Teg Ram: Will tbe Minister for Finance be pleased to 
state the number of peons and orderlies in all the State Government Offices; 
together witb their grades of pay ; and the amounts of dearness allowance 
paid to them ? , 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: As the time and expenditure to be spent in 
collecting the information asked for will be too great, it will not be 
commensurate with the advantage to accrue from it, 

HAND SPUN AND HAND WOVEN CLOTH PREPARED BY SPINNING 
AND WEAVING DEPARTMENT IN THE STATE. 

74. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Finance he pleased to 
stato — 

(a) the quantity (in yards) of hand-spun and hand-woven cloth which 
is prepared by the Spinning and Weaving Department in the State 
every year ; | 

(b) the expenditure incurred on the production of this cloth every 
year ; 

(c) the number of labourers who get their wages together with the 
amonnt of wages they get out of this expenditure every year ; 

(d) the quantity (in yards) out of this cloth which is consumed by 
the Government, sold in the State and exported to places out 
side the State respectively P 
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Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


| (a) Name of the year Quantity of cloth produced. 
1948-49 1,77,614 yards. 
1949-50 8,19,373 yards. 
1950-51 3,10,502 yards. 
1951-52 2,15,615 yards. 
(b) Name of the year Expenditure. 
1948-49 *Rs. 3,85,601/- (*ineluding cost of 
1949-50 Rs. 8,69,908/- raw material). 
1950-51 Rs. 1,09,970/- 
1951-52 (for Rs. 38,9.41/- 


four months 
only). 
In addition to the above there is a Personal Ledger Account of 
Rs- 4,50,000/-/- in the name of the Controller, Government Cotton Spinning 
& Weaving Centre, Jullundur. Closing balance in respect of this Account 


on 31st March, 1952 was Rs, 12,54,141/-/- 


VEO RR WED a E EA 
j 


No. of labonrers 
Spinners w earer 


= Wages paid_ 


Name of the year a 
Spinning wages | Weaving wages, 


' (œ | 
| 
| 


1948249 «| «9,810 T 640 | Rs. 57,879/-/- | Rs. 33,960]-]- 
1949-50 8.650 | 1,283 | Rs. 1,70 aT Rs. 1,77,749/-[- 
1950-51 . | 7,000 | 1,300 | Rs. 68,961/-/- | Rss  87,542/-]- 
1951-52 4624 | 738 | Rs. 38,804/-/- | Rs.  56,872/-/- 


In addition tothe above the following washing and carding wages 
were paid :— 


CT A NE OEE ED IT A I EL IT OG OPS PPT A = OL AS SORE PET DT 


| 
Name of the year | Washing wages | Carding wages. 

1948-49 Rs. 5,483/- Rs. 8,913/- 

1949-50 Rs. 46,474/- Rs. 21,755]. 
1950-51 Re, 44,272/- Rs. 5,864/- 
| 1951-52 Rs. 27,850/- Rs. 3.750] 
| (d) Approximate yards Value 
| 1, Cloth consumed by the 237,103 2,71,588/- 


departments of the 
State Government. 


Wal with; 
pulio Vidhan Sabha 3. Cloth sold in the State 4,03,254 4,61,102/- 
through Sale Agents. 
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lg 
en 3. Exported to places outside Approximate Value 
1 the State:- yard 
(i) Central &.vernment 1,381,200 Rs. 1,49,763/- 
(ii) Other places. 5,80,102 Rs. 6,61,377/- 


BASIC EDUCATION IN THE STATE 
75. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 


yà to state :—- 
L a . . a 
(a) the number of Government and private Schools imparting basie 
education, in the state at present ; 
(b) the number of such teachers as have so for been trained by the 
Government for imparting basic education in the state ; 
(e) the number of those students who are receiving basic education 
throughout the State at present P 
Shri Jagat Narain : 
(a) 54 
(b) 871 
(c) 4,412 
3 PROMOTING TUE GROWTH OF HINDI AND PUNJABI IN THE STATE. 
76. Shri Teg Ram: Willl the minister for Education be pleased to 
state the amount of yearly expenditure being incurred by the Government 
for promoting the gro vth of the official language i.e. Hindi and Punjabi in 
: the State. 
ad Shri Jagat Naraia: [t is regretted that the information asked for is 
not readily available and the time and labour involved in collecting it will 
not be commensurate wlth any possible benefit to be obtained. 
p B —— ee 
TENANTS WHO HAVE MIGRATED FROM PAKISTAN 
77. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Miuister for Finance be pleased to 
i state :— | 
= (a) the number of the landless tenants wno migrated fiom Pakistan ; 


(b) whether the Government are in possession of figures relating to the 
number of such tenants who migrated from Pakistan aud who have been 
given lands for cultivating purposes in the state together with the number 
of those who have so far not been given any land ? 
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Sardar Ujjal Singh: | Í 


(a) 47.000 families approximately ; = 


(b) The exact figures are not available, but efforts have been made to 


absorb all the displaced tenants in the economy of the State in the 
following manner :=— 


(i) as tenants of big and absentee allotees and local landlords ; 


(ii) as lessess of :— 


y 


(a) evacuee land of which possession has not been taken by the allottees ; 


(b) land belonging to local residents but undermortgage with possess- 
ion with evacuees ; and 


(c) land belonging to Muslim Religious Institutions. 
i UTILISATION OF MUSLIM EVACUEHK LAND LYING RESERVED 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 


78. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased to state 
the area of land, left by Muslims, which was lying reseryed with the 


/ Government on the 3lst of May, 1952, in the State and the manner in which 
Government is going to utilise this land ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: Figures for 3lst May, 1952 are not readily 
available, 


However, an area of 66,673 acres of evacuee land was originally reserv- 
ed for restoration to the Muslims in the Districts of Gurgaon and Ambala. 
Of this an area of 50,116 acres and 16,179 acres has since heen restored to 
Muslims in Gurgaon and Ambala districts respectively. The balance of 
378 acres will be utilised towards meeting the unsatistied claims of displaced 
Jand-owners. 


Another area of 28,544 acres of evacuee land was reserved for various | 
development schemes for the rehabilitation of the displaced persons and other 
schemes sponsored by Government Departments. This area was placed at 
the disposal of the Government Departments on the ‘clear stipulation that 
they will have to eventually acquire these lands against the payment of fair t3 
compensation in terms of Section 23 of the Land Acquisition Act 1 of 1894. 

Pending acquisition of the land rent is being charged at the rates which are 


fixed for displaced persons. If any area is left over, it will be utilised to- 


wards meeting the unsatisfied claims of the displaced land-owners. 
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Suspension of Rule 23 (7) 43 


Chief Minister (Shri Bhim Sen Sachar) (Hindi): Sir, I move — 


That Rute 28 of the rules of procedure and conduct of business in 
the Punjab Legislative Assembly be suspended and Government 
business be transacted on Thursday, the 26th June, 1952. 


I do not want that official business should be transacted on days reserv- 
ed for non-official business ; but it has become necessary for me to move this 
motion because in deference to the wishes of the lon. Members no meeting 
was held on the 28td June. The 2lst and 22nd of June were off-days under 
the rules and because ‘ID’ happened to fall on the 24th, it was decided that 
there be ro meeting on the 24th June as well so that the hon. Members might 
go to their constituencies, if they so desired. I have not brought this motion 
to deprive the hon, Members of their right of transacting non-official busi- 
ness. On the other hand if they desire I shall be prepared to allot some 
other day for that business. 


Mr. Speaker: Motion muved— 


That Rule 283 of the rules of procedure and conduct of business in the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly be suspended and Government 
business be transacted on Thursday, the 26th June, 1952, 


Sardar Gopal Singh: (Jagraon) (Punjabi); Sir, I cannot support 
the motion moved by the hon. Chief Minister because when I supported the 
motion for transacting Government business on the L7th June, I did s2 on 
the definite understanding that 26th June would be available for non-oflictal 
business. It would be h:gh-handedness on the part of the Government to 
deprive us of another non-official day. The hon. Chief Minister should not 


have moved this motion without fixing another day for private member’s 
business. 


Chief Minister: I have already stated that if the hon. Members so 


desire, I shall allot another day for non-official business. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Sir, already one non-oificial day has 
been appropriated by the Govertment for its own business. I donht if it 
would honoar the promise being given today since a similar promise made a 


short while ago yet remains to be honoured. 


Chief Minister: I may assure the Leader of the Opposition that I am 
prepared to allot any day he suggests for this purpose. 


Shri Sri Chand : Will the ballot that was held to determine the order 
of precedence of resolutions to pe taken up on Thursday, the 26th June, 
remain valid for the next non-official day ? 
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Mr. Speaker: No, under the rules a new ballot will have to be held. 


The hon. Members should enter their names in the numbered lists afresh. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is 


That Rule 23 of the Rule of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Punjab Legislative Assembly be suspended and Government bussiness 


be transacted on Thursday, the 26th June, 1952, 


The motion was carried 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 


Mr. Speaker: Now lcal! upon the Chief Minister to move Demand 
No. 10. 


Chief Minister: Sir I move— 


That a sum not exveeding Rs. 1,59,14,770 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that have or will comein course of payment for 


the year 1952-53 in respect of General Administration. 


Mr. Speaker: Demand moved— 


Thata sum not exceeding Rs. 1 59,14,770 be granted to the Government 
to defray the charges that have or will come in course of payment for 


the year 1952-53 in respect of General Administration. 


Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members! I have received about 100 notices of 
cut motions on the demand moved now. There are two alternatives before 
you, One, that, all the cut motions may be deemod to have been moved and 
the field kept open for debate whether in favour of or against the motion, 
The other aiternative is to allow one cr two cut motions which are of a 
comprehensive nature to be moved and then allow discussion. 1 would like 


to know which of these two alternatives the hon. Members would prefer. 


Members of the Opposition Benches: The first alternative would 
be all right. ` 


Mr. Speaker: The following cut motions are deemed to have been 


moved. These will be discussed alongwith the main motion. 
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Shri Bhagat Ram Sharma That the item of Rs. 2,07,370 on account of A- 
Shri Daulat Ram Sharma Head of States-h- Ministers -Pay of Officers be 


Sardar Achhar Singh 
Sardar Bachan Singh: 


Sardar Chanan Singh : 


Sardar Darshan Singh: 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: 
Shri Wadhawa Ram 


Sardar Achhar Singh 


. Sardar Bachan Singh : 
. Sardar Chanan Singh : 
Sardar Darshan Singh : 
. Sardar Nidhan Singh: 
.Shri Walhawa Ran: 


Sardar Achhar Singh : 


Sardar Bachan Singh : 
. Sardar Chanan Singh: 
. Sardar Darshan Singh: 
_ Sardar Nidhan Singh: 
. Shri Wachawa Ram: 


. Sardar Achhar Singh; 


Sardar Chanan Singh: 


. Sardar Darshan Singh : 
. Sardar Nidhan Singh 
. Shri Wadhbawa Ram 


. Sardar Chanan Singh : 
. Shri Wadhawa Ram: 


reduced by Rs, 100, 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on account of A 
Head of Strates -h - Ministers - Pay of Offigers be 
reduced by Rs, 4,00.000. 


That the item of Rs, 5,67.420 on account of å- 
Head of States-h - Ministers - Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100; 


That the item of Rs 567,420 or account of A- 
Head of States -h - Ministtrs - Pay of Offisers be 
reduced by Rs, 100. 


That the item of Rs, 5,67,420 on azcount of 4- 
Head of States-h- Ministers - Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on account fof A- 
Head of States - h- Ministers - Pay of Officers be ` 
reduced by Rs. 100. 
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32, 
33, 


34. 
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That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on account of A- 
Head of States -h - Ministers - Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 


That the item of Rs, 5.67420 on account of A- 
Head of States - h - Ministers - Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100. | 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on account of A- 
Head of States- h - Ministers - Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Ks. 100, 


That the item of Rs. 5.67,420 on account of A- 
Head of States - h - Ministers - Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100. r 


That the item of Rs. 2,67,780 on account of É- 
Commissioner be omitted. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 60,00,000. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 59,14,779. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 1,000. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100, 


That the Demand be reduced by Rux, 10. 


That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 
Thar the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


Tut the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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55. Rai Hari Chard: 
56. Shri Maru Singk Malik : 
57. Shri Mool Chand Jain: 


58, Shrimati Sita Devi: 


59, Principal Harbhajan Singh: 


60. Shri Ram Kishan : 

61. Shri Chand Ram Ahlawat: 
62. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht 
63. Shri Sarup Singh : 

64. Shri Sher Singh : 

65. Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat : 
66. Shri Ranjit Singh: 

67, Shri Nand Lal 

68, Shri Teg Ram: 

69, Sardar Waryam Singh : 
70, Shri Babu Dayal ; 


71. Shri Balwant Rai: 


72, Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar : 


73. Shri Lajpat Rai: 

74. Rao Gaj Raj Singh: 

75. Shri Jagat Ram : 

76, Shri Rizag Ram ; 

77. Shri Kedar Nath Saigal : 
78. Shri Badlu Ram: 


79. Bakshi Partap Singh : 


80. Shri Ram Sarup: 


‘$1, Shri Gorakh Nath: 


That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced byRs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. 
That the Demand bs reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Re, 1. | 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100, 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100, 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs.100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs 100. 


That. the Demand he reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. 
That ths Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. : 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100, 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
82, Shri Teg Ram: 


83. Shrimati Sita Devi : 


84. Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon : 


85, Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon: 


86, Shri Mehar Singh : 
87. Shri Ram Chandra: 


88. Sardar Waryam Singh 
(Amritsar): 


89. Shri Bhagat Ram Sharma: 


90. Rai Raghuvir Singh ; 


91, Sardar Hari Singh: 


92. Shri Lal Chand Prarthi: 


93. Shrimati Shanno Devi: 


94, Shri Khushi Ram Gupta: 


95. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: 


96. Sardar Ajmer Singh : 


97, Sardar Gopal Singh Khalsa: 


98. Sardar Shamsher Singh: 


fd 


99. Sardar Iqbal] Singh : 


100. Shri Ram Parkash : 


Sardar Ajmer Singh (Samrala) (Punjabi) : 
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That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. 
T hae the Demand be reducedby Ra 100: 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1, 
Thatthe Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


-That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 

That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs 100. 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


_ That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100, 


That the Demand be reduced by Re. i. 


[25th June, 1952 


Sir, the case for getting 


so much money i. e. Rs. 1,59,14,770 out of the total budget of17% crores, voted 
for General Administration is obviously weak. Allocation of such a large sum 
for this purpose is notin the best interests of our State especially when we 
have been presented with a deficit budget and the debt liability of this State is 
of the order of Rs. 25 crores, Under this demand, besides the money ear- 
marked for Ministers, we finda sum of Rs. 47,500 provided for Deputy 
Ministers, Rs. 30,780 for Parliamentary Secretaries, Ks. 7,130 for Chief Whip, 


Rs. 2,550 for Private Parliamentary Secretaries, Rs 13,000. on account of the 


Punfab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


ay SEM 


& 
k 


a E 


Orignal with; w 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Dig ifized by; 


Ay 


ae) 
phi ` 


E ESTEE a PER e e ee ae me e e eera e e e e e a ea nantieatnnel 
ae? ‘ 
4 t 


u n, 


~ 


Panji b: Digg 


General Adminisiration (7) 49 


Travelling Allowances, Rs. 2,34,500 to meet the cost of the cars for the Ministers, 
Rs. 38,620 for oil and lubricants for their cars and soon. In this way, ‘Ain: a 
total amount cf Rs. 5,67,420 has been provided for Ministers, Deputy Ministers 
etc. Itis surely not for the good of this State that such a Ep nea adminis- 


tration is being maintained. 


All this money earmarked for Deputy Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries is being demanded because the party in power wants to provide for 
some of its members, otherwise I don’t find any propristy or justification for 
creating these posts when the Secretaries and Heads of Departments ‘are 


there to assist the Ministers in their work. is aa = : 


Then, we sée that despite the huga strength of the Police with its diverse 
branches such as P. A. P., C. T. A., O. T. D., Special Inquiry Agency and $0 on’ 
crimes, namely, murders, dacoities, thefts etc. are on the increase. Sir, on an’ 
average, two murders are committed in this State every day. | As compared 
with the days of tha British rale, law and order position in this State has 
deteriorated considerably. This means that there does exist some defect i in our 


administrativė mieling: 


In fact, Sir, peace and tranquillity are closely linked with the effici siency 


of administration; When efficiency daboriotatan,” peace becomes. preoarious. 


The chief cause of decline in efficiency is, to mv mind, the lack of ‘proper 
spirit in the’serviced. Workis today looked upoi by the officials as ‘beghr’. 
They don’t.appear to realise that service of one’s country is its own reward: 
They seem to bə concerned only with their salaries. No incentive for work 
is left in them. It is wrong to say that special pays and:allowances serve ‘the 
purpose of an incentive for doing more work. | a 


a 
rae ki vd 


In the present administrative set-up, allowances are given to the 
Government servants in order to plenso. them instead of getting more work 
from them. I would suggest that the teat of promotion for any officer should 
ba efficiency, honesty and willinzness to do hard work. Efficiency should be 
regarded as the main criterion for promotion so that others should also emn- 
late the efficient officers and be not under the impression that the Government | 
is being run on stereotyped ‘lines. A’ feeling is growing among officers tnat 


under the present regime, good and indifferent officers are being treated alike 


und merit and efficiency du not tind any special recognition. I would suggest 


that no No should be made bat wi een the n mei nabar s of the major ity COMMU- 
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{ Sardar Ajmer Singh] 
nity and those of the minority community. It is often observed that no con- 
fidence is reposed in the members of the minority community. I would not 
blame all officers but it shouId be considered asa sin to keap out from 
responsible posts members of a particular minority community. This 
tendency must be discouraged. I would assure you, Sir, on bchalf of all the 
voters whom I represent that we ars loyal citizens of the country. We 
will continue tc make sacrifices for the good of the country. The minority 
community should be made to feel that no injustice would be done to them 


merely because of their belonging to a particular community. But what I 


find today is that an attempt is made to misrepresent and vilify us. 


There are. mainly two communities in the Punjab and our State can 
only make progress if both of them gain confidence of each other. The ri. ht 
eonrse is that the majority community should show largeheartedness towards 
the minority community and try to remove all their misgivings. But when 
we raise our voice against the injustice done tous our mouths are gagged and 
we are asked not to talk of any thing on the floor of this House which savours 
ot communalism. We may perforce remain silent but the Government should 
correctly anpreciate our difficulties and take steps to remove our grievances. 
[f this is done, this State will bacome the pride of India, I would ask the 
hon. Members occupying the Treasury Benches that they should not try to 
stifle our voice bnt should try to create cordial and friendly relations bet- 
ween the two communities. I feel that our fears are legitimate. Sometime 
back when His Excellency the Governor’s address was discussed, we rightly 
pleaded that all the low castes among the Sikhs should be given the privileg- 
es enjoyed by the Harijans. Ths Government will be well advised to press 
upon the Government of India to accede to this legitimate demand. 

In this connection, 1 would like to read a certified copy of the order of Mr. 
President in which only four such castes have been given special privileges. 


Notification No. SRO.385 issued by the Ministry of Law on the 10th 
August, 1950. 
THE CONSTLITTION (SCHEDULED CASTES; ORDER, 1950, 


In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of Arcicle 341 of the Constitution 
of India,che President, after consalcation wich the Governors and Rajpramukhs of the 
States concerned is pleased to make the following order, namely:— 


1, This order may be called che Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, 


2, Subject tothe provision of this Order, the castes, races or tribes, or parts of, or 


groupa within castes or tribes, specified in Parcs I to XVI of the Schedule to this Order. 


Punjab Pidhan Sabha 


Digitizefl by; 


Panjab Pigital Library 


General Administration (7) 51 


shall in relation to the States to which those parts respectively relate, be deemed te be 
Scheduled Castes sofar as regards members thereof resident inte localities specified 


‘in relation to them in those parts of that Schedule. 
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Sir, I wonld request the Chief Minister to pay due attention to thia 


particular clause, as [ see he is busy discussing certain matters with ona of 


his colleagues. 


Notwithstanding anything contained in paragraph 2, no person who professes a 
religion different from Hinduism shall be deemed to bea member of a Scheduled Caste. 


Provided that every member of the Ramdasi, Kabirpanthi, Mazhabi or Sikligar 
caste resident in Punjab or the Patiala and East Punjab States Union shall, in relation to 
that State, be deemed to bea member of the ACELE Castes whether he professes the 
Hindu religion or the Sikh religion. 


4. Any reference in the Schedule to thisorder toa district or other territoriat 
division of a State shall be construed as a referenceto that district or other terri- 
torial division as existing on the 26th January, 1950, 


Sardar Rajinder Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. The hon. * Mem- 
ber ig not speaking on the General Administration. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Sir, this concerns our State and also the 
General Administration. The Chief Minister a short while ago referred 


-in bis speach on the floor of this House to the satisfaction expressed by 


certain Sikh leaders. In tkis connection, I may submit that at that time the 
Government had accepted the principle that there will be no discrimination 
between the Hindus and the Si:h Harijans, The above change limiting the 
privileges to four classes of Sikh Scheduled Castes was made later. I 
ask,is it not injustice that out of the two brothers of whom one is a Sikh and 
the other a Hindu. the former shouid be denied the privileges enjoyed 
by che latter ? Is this the secular State about which tall claims are made 
by the Government ? Such asts of omission and commission are causing 
discontent among certain sections of the people but inspite of this for patri- 
otic reasons we do not yet like to launch any active agitation agaiast the 
Government. But this should not be misunderstocd. 


It is said that it is our own Government but if it were so 
itshould kave readily accepted our demand. In the light of thase 
facts.can we say that the administration of the Government is being 
carried on satisfactorily ? Well, Sir, both the public and the public 
servants are concerned with the administration. Whatever religion 
the public servants may belong to, if they are properly treated there would 


~ 


be no cause of dissatisfaction among them. 
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Sir, I may be permitted to state that the misunderstandings that were 
ereated about us were the result of manoeuvrings of interested parties in 
order to gain their own end. I can boldly say, Sir, that by doing go they 
have won the recent general elections, otherwise Congress was not so popu- 


lar among the masses of the country. (Interruptions). 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the hon. Member to please leave this topic 
as it is not relevant. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh : Sir, the next thing that I would like to state 
is 3 about the Criminal Tribes. A sum of the order of Rs. two lakhs has been 
earmarked to be spent on this Department. In this connection, I may. say, 
Sir, that we are no longer under foreign dominatida and the Britishers who 
used to call some of our people as belonging to ‘Criminal Tribes’ have left. 
My contention is that no man can be given the name of a criminal on the 
mere pertext that he happens to be tke son of a father who was a criminal 
at one time. Nobody on earth starts committing crimes from his very birth. 
The Government has got a large strength of Police at its disposal; Gannot 
they distinguish between a criminal and a non-criminal ? The very existence 
of tkis department is an opprobrium and a blot on the name of our State. 
Moreover, the Government is spending large sums of money on the salaries 
of big officers of this Department and therr staff and I can safely say. tha? 
this is sheer extravagance. i 


Mr. Speaker : May [ know how mich more time is required by the 
hon. : Member ? | I | 

Sardar Ajmer Singh: Sir, f may be given at least LO minutes more. 

Then Sir, our Chief Minister is in the know of the fact that the efficient 
running of administration demands honest public servants and a feeling of 
patriotism among the masses. Government should develop this sense amoug 
the masses that if they commit acrime they will harm their country and 
further that they will be severely dealt with. My hon. Friends sitting on 
the Treasury Benches are residing at Siml: and, as such, are not aware of 
the fact that nobody inthe plains dare go out of his house ia the evening 
out of fear of the goondas. At places where nobody is in possession of an 
arms ‘licence the danger is still worse. They can well imagine the state of 
affairs from he fact that in a case of dacoity that occurred in village Burj 
in‘iny’ district all the villagers were stripped of their belongings. lf the 


state of law and order continues to remain‘such, I am afraid "the hold of the 
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Government over the administration, if itis not lost at all, will certainly go 
loose. True the Government cannot employ such a large army of policemen 
as to establish a police post in every village. But what it can easily do is to 


make its machinery „so efficient that every criminal is traced, apprehended 


and brought to book. This will serve as a warning to others. 


Now,Sir, when the Government is our own, it should do all that lies in 
its power to make the administration efficient. My hon. Friends occupy- 
ing the Treasury Benches should not think that by simply ascending the 
throne left by the Britishers they would be able to carry on the administra- 
tion successfully and efficiently. I may sound a note of warning to them 
that ifthe state of affiirs deteriorates still further they will not be able to 
retain the prestige of the Government. They should not close their eyes like a 
pigeon at the sight of a cat. The Government is speading colossal amounts 
on the maintenance of an army of Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Assistant 
Secretaries, Parliamentary Secretaries and Private Parliamentary Secretaries. 


This is all a waste of money anda stop should be put to it. 


Villagers feel that the people sitting at Simla never think of ameliorating 
their lot. TheGovernment may continue its headquarters at Simla if it likes 
but the Ministers mast spend atleast 9 months ina year in the plaingin order 
to acquaint themselves with the real state of affairs prevailing in villages. 
Simla being a far uff place, they cannot have first hand information. I may 
state for their information that sometimes accused are mnrdered even in the 
compounds of courts immedaitely after their acquittals. People are murdered 
in the heart of the city in broad day light. These are ominous signs. 


The Government shoald dispense with all the allowances hitherto admiss- 
ible to public servants and if au officer discharges his duties honestly and 
efficiently he should be allowed to supersede his invompetent colleagues. This 
will make the public servants work more enthusiastically and the administra- 
tion will improve. ‘Then, Sir, during the British regime, the administration 
was deliberately kept top heavy becanse by giving fat salaries to the European 
Officers the British Government wanted to keep them aloof from thé general 
public. lt was also essential for tiat Government to give high salaries to 
the Indian Officars in order to pollute their conscience, But now, Sir, 
when as a result of the parstition we have been deprived of our Capital, 
Colleges and Schools we have to construct them all afresh, We shall buy 
more attention to tne beniticient departments rather than spend huge 
amounts on police and the home defence departments. 
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British Government wanted to keep them aloof from the general public. 
It was also essential for that Government to give high salaries to the Indian 
Officers in order to pollute their conscience. But now, Sir, when as a result of 
the partition we have been deprived of our Capital, Colleges and Schools 
we have to construct them all afresh. We should pay more attention to: 
the beneficent departments rathar than spend huge amounts on police and 
the home defence depart ments. 

Dewan Jagdish Chandra (Ludhiana City, North) (Hindi) Sir, cur 
Punjab is only a smaller part of the United Punjab. Before the partition, the 


expenditure ot this part of the Panjab used to be about Rs. 8crores. Now 


this has been raised to Rs. |? crores, This is because our Government has 
to spend a lot on its administration. It has to bear independently the 
expenses of a Governor and also of so many other biz officers. All types of 
expenditure has to be met by this small State. We can reduce this expen- 
diture on the administration, only if our hon. Ministers are willing to 
do so. We must find out məans of briaging about a retuctiou in the 
expenditure on administration, if we want that our State should prosper, 
our administration should become very efficient and the trade in our State 
should flourish. It is very necessary, Sir, that our administration should 
be honest and efficient. [ts tone has to be improved. So far as tbe ques- 
tion of honesty is concerned, our present Chief Minister had done 2 or 
3 notable things when he had previously held this post He had 
ordered an enquiry into the Iron & Steel Scandal. He paid surprise 
visits to district courts, checked the working of same offices and did so 
many other similar things. This had a healthy effect on the public as 
well as the administration. By dog thesa things, he was able to earn the 
appreciation and gratitude of the public. 

I hereby give certain suggestions to bring about improvements in tbə 
administration if at all our Government is keen on the matter. 

It has been often seen that the bribe-giver and the bribe-taker are able 
todo irregular things with each other's cooperaiion and it is difficult to 
catch such cases. But when any such culprits are caught, generally the 
Heads of Departments try to husn up the cases inorder to save tha 
reputation of their departments. lhe higher officers generally try to sbield 
their subordinates. The Government should take very strict action again st 
the officers who are responsible for hushing up such cases. ‘I'he action 
which is generally taken againat a corrupt official is that be is removed from 
service but the money which he had illegally earned is not recovered from 
him. I, therefore, suggest to the Government to recover from such officials, all 
the money that they had improperly taken. Further, it should prosesute 
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such officials and try them in courts of Jaw. Jt should constitute a special 
tribunal for enquiring into allegations of a serious nature against corrupt 


Officials, instead of being content with departmental enquiries. 


The Government should fix a limit on the monthly savings of Government 
officials. It is generally seen that certain corrupt officers open accounts 
in the names cf their wives and children and deposit the ill-earned money 
in their names. They invest a lot of money in landed property, in the purchase 
of cars and so many other things. They, generally spend large amounts on 
the marriages of their children, but there is no body to ask them as to 
where they have been able to get all this wealth from. Surely, they 
cannot save so much from their salaries, The Governmnet should set up a 
machinery to look into the personal accounts of officials of doubtful 
integrity and also the aczounats of their close relations. The Government 
should take strist action against those officers who happen to have a bad 
reputation, ‘Tha true pisture of the reputation of an officer can be obtain- 
ed from the people of that area or tha M. L. A. of that constituency, where 
the said officer is posted. “ir, this is my firm belief that if this is done 


the administration is bound to become honest. 


In order to improve efficiency in the administration, the Government 
should inonleate the spirit of self sacrifisa and hard work in the services. They 
should be inade to feel that they bave to work honestly for it is in the interest® 


of the country aid that they are n> longer mercenaries of a foreign 
Government, 


Then, Sir, it has been seen that whenarelative or a friend of some 
magistrate comes to his court during the court time, he leaves his work and 
attends to him, The people who may hive cume to attend his court have to wait 
for long hours and his subordinates have to work till late in tne night to finish 
up their daly quota of work. ‘Then, Sir, ic is claimed by these ofticers that 
they are over worked and have to sit late in the nights. Therefore, Sir, I 
request the hon. Ministers to keep a check on their working. In case, our 
Govvernment take these steps the efficiency of our officers is bound to improve. 


If we are able to do this, the crime in the State is also bound to decrease. 


v 


Today, we find, Sir, that most of the people in rural areas, distil and - 
drink liquor. By doing so, they are bound to indulge in criminal acts. More- 


over, the Government is also losing its income. Sir, if we want to live with 


self-respect, we will have to check these malpractices witha strong hand. 
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Now, Sir, {£ would request the hon. Ministers to take steps to f 
improve conditions in the villages so that ‘the people may be tempted 
to livethere. They should arrange to connect the villages with the urba® 


areas by good roads. They should open hospitals and schools. If this is 
done, there can be no reason why people should not prefer to goto villages 


and settle there, 4 


Sir, today the doctors are afraid of going tothe villages. There they 
do not feel secure. I would request the Government to pay attention towards 
these things. Efforts should be made to effect economy in the expenditure 


on General Administration and to inerease efficiency and honesty among 
the Officers. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut (Tanda) (Punjabi) : Sir, in the budget for 
the year 1952-53 we notice an itam of expenditure on Bhakra Dam. The 
way in which this important project is being worked and the manner in 
which our Government is treating it show that the promises hald out to 
the people in this connection will not be fulfilled. In 1947, the work 
stopped due to the partition. It was started in 1948. This Scheme will 
in all involve an expenditure of aboat 137 crores. The original estimate ~ 
has now been increased. This is because the manner in which the work is 
being done is ansatisfacsory. There appears to be no plan before those 
who are entrusted with the execation of this scheme. They have no 
programme chalked out with agcuracy. The estimates for 1950 were 
exceeded. A Control Board was establised cousisting of representatives of the 
Punjab, Pepsa, Rajasthan and cha Cantre to sapervise the work. Eut 
no Engineer was taken on it, with the rezult that is lacked expert opinion. 
Public funds were wastei unnecessarily simoly because tae Board could 
not arrive at quick decisions. The absence of Hngineers was felt-badly and, 
so later on an Advisory Board wasset up in which Engineers were included. 
Now, a new problem croppel ap. The Coutro] Board and the Advisory. 
Board could not dispose of basiness qaiexly bee.as3 of disagreement on 
matters before them. I'ais resulted in still mova delay in the actual execution 
of the project. This is not my opinion. [tts the opiiion of the Estimates A 
Committee appointed in the yəar 1950. I cannot understand what the 
advantage is of Łłaving tke Governor as the President of the Board in bi? 
individual capacity. 
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As regards the time-table of this project, it has been stated that if 
all went well and the money as estimited continued to be received the 
project will be convleted by 1958-59. If there is any obstacle the work 
might continue for another three or four y3ars. This is an intolerable 


State of affairs. 


Mr. Speaker: You should discuss these matters when [Irrigation 


is under consideration. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: Sir, I have moved the cut motion and 
you have accepted it. So I would like to speak on Bhakra Dam only. 


Mr. Speaker: You have said enough abont this subject. If you 
wish to speak on Ganeral Administration you may do so. But these matters 


will be discussed when Irrigation is under discussion. 


Sardar Gurbanta Singh (Adampur) (Punjabi): Sir, T beg to 
submit that our Gyoernment is not doing what it should do for the rural 
population. There is á marked difference between the treatment meted 
out to the rural people and the urban people. The life, property ard bonour 
of the people living in rural areas are not 8. fe. In the cities, the police 
is there to protect them. I know ofa theft which took place in Basti Guzan 
in Jullundur city. In a few minutes the Deputy Commissioner, the S. P. 
and other high officers reached the spot to investigate. But in the 
villages even murders take place and no one reaches in time to investigate 
immediately. The Government should pay its attention to this matter and 
try to put an end to such a state of affairs. So far as the Police is concerned, 
I wish to draw the attention of our Government to its excesses. Many poor 
people are put behind the bars under section 109 every day. The police 
officers are not working honestly. Of course, I admit that our Ministry 
came into power only about two or three months back and they have not 
been able to implement their policy effectively due to shortage of time. 
But still I consider it my duty to place before them the conditions prevailing 
in our rural areas. In villages the poor people are not treated properly 
by the police officers, Other departments also are not working for the 
benefit of the poor. I remember, some time back, a poor Government 
employee had his finger fractured while working in a factory, He was 
taken by his friend to a nearby hospital and admitted to it. He remained 
lying there for the whole of the night bat bis finger was not dressed. Of 


course, he was given a bed, But his real tronble was not attended to. 


Foul 
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When I met the Civil Surgeon in this connection he was surprised to hear A 


that the subordinates had paid no heed to the poor Government employee 
simply because none of his relatives was there to look after bim. These 
are the conditions prevailing in our State. I would request the Government to 


remedy them as soon as possible. Well, Sir, previously, there used to 


be a Peasant’s Welfare Fund from which help was given to the village 
people for the education of their children. it isa pity that this Fund has 
been abolished. Besides this, it isa well known fact that the Government q 
used to give grants to the District Boards for purposes of improving the 
sanitary condition of the villages and providing other amenities of life to 
the villagers. But as ill luck would have it, the Government has with- 
drawn that grant to the great detriment of the rural fulk. Sir, it pains me 
to point out that the Governments in the past have been very tardy in making 
provisions for ameliorating the lot of the poor villagers who are ever 
ready to offer themselves for recruitment to the army for the purpose of 
defending their motherland and for recruitment to the police for the 
maintenance of law and order in the State. But with the coming iuto power 
i of the new Government, E have every hope tha: the uplift of the ruralites 
in general and the down-trodden Harijans in particular will rece.ve the 


attention it deserves. 


Then, Sir, there is a great pausity of hospitals in the villages and 
medical aid is very scarce. Ordinarily, there are three categories of hospital 
which are maintained in the areas. Under the first category come thos® 
dispensaries which are entirely subsidized by the Government but are 
under the management of the District Boards. The Government and the 
District Boards contribute funds on a half and half basis for the maintenance P 
of dispensaries falling uuder the second category. The dispensaries under 
the third category are entirely run by the District Board funds. [tb is a 
thousand pities that only very recently the Government stopped the payment » 
of subsidies to the District Boards for the dispeusaries under the first 
category. As a result of the stoppage of this subsidy, the rural people 


will be hard hit as they will be deprived of the medical aid, which, though 


scanty was yet available to them. 1 would request the Government tu 
reconsider this matter and see that the subsidy is again revived. 4 


Apart from tne hospitals and dispansaries, the villages stand in 
pressing need of schools. If illiteracy is to be liquidated from the rural 


areas, Government shonld maka a libsral provision for the spread of a net- 
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work of schools thare. No w-a-dayi, in some villages, the students have to 
k traverse 7 or 8 miles to attend a schonl. I bope the present Government 
will saa their way tò providing abundant edacational faciliries to the 


village folk. 


Then I would like to draw the atten tion of Government to the Criminal 
Tribes Dapartment. I think this department has become out-of-date, out- 
modeled and out of tune with the present set-up, which has come into 
p existence as a result of our freedom from bondage. Ina free country, 
itis sheer injustice to dab a person as criminal, simply because he was 
born in a tribe, which was considered asa criminal tribe by the previous 
Governments. I would request the hon. Ghief Minister to abolish this depart- 
mant as early as possibla. I think that he should not lose any time in 
anncunoing its abolition, if he feals that I am putting forward a right 

demand. 


Chief Minister: I announce that the Criminal Tribss Department 
will be abolished. 


Sardar Gurbanta Singh: I welcome this announcement and 
congratulate the hon. Chief Minister for having held out this assurance on 


the floor of the House. Asa matter of fact, this department has been a 
black spot on the fair name of the Congress Government and the people of 


+ the Punjab. The hon. Chief Minisser deserves our thanks for assuring us of 


its early abolition. 


Now, Sir, the Government has reserved i5 percent of tha posts in the 

Government services for the Scheduled Castes. Although the intention of the 
Government is unavestionable in this matter, yet the pity of it is that 

w Scheduled Castes hardly get their due share in the services. The reason is 
s that the Officers-in-charge of the departments put obstacles in the way of the 
recruitment of the Harijans. They are so communal-mindend and conservative 

l that they cannot tolerate any person belonging to the Scheduled Castes being 

\ appointed tu the services. So, if the Harijans fail to get their dae share of 

15 percent in the services, the whole responsibility falls on these narrow- 

minded officers. I would request the Government either to dismiss such 


officers or transfer them to some other places. 


> Then, Sir, the Government has passed orders for the remission of fee, 
of the Harijan boys right from tho first primary to the M. A, classes. But 


what do we generally find ? Oar Harijan boys are not allowed to enjoy 


this cuncesSion. I know oi several Haadmasters and Headg of Collezes 
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who would not give this concession of remission of fee on one pretext or 
the other. They havethe audacity to tell our boys to go to Shri Jagat 
Narain or Shri Bhim Sen Sachar for remission of fees, They refuse 
admission to the Harijan boys sometimes on the plea of financial stringency 
and sometimes if they are admitted they are plucked deliberately and forced to 
pay their own tuition fees. So even though the Government has reserved a 
number of scholarships for the Harijans and has ordered remission of 
fees, in their cases, yet the Heads of the educational institutions give them | 
no facilities, I would requast the Government to take steps to call for the 


explanation of such officers or persons aad take severe action against them. 


Sometime back, the hon. Chief Minister had made an announcement 
on the floor of House that he woald appoint an Under Secretary from 
amongst the Scheduled Castes. It is a pity that a period ofthree or four years 
has passed and yet no such appointment ha; so far been made. If this plea 
iS put forward that a competant man from among the Harijans is not 


forthcoming for the post of an Under Secretary to Government, then I am 
not going to admit this, Only today when the hon. Chief Minister was 


reading out the names aud qualifications of the persons appointed to the 
P. C. §., 1 found that the qualifications of the Harijan candidates were the 
best and the highest of all. So, competent Huarijans are there; perhaps it 
is the will that jis lacking. Why go far f Only recently 8 or 9 
appointments were made in the Secretariat and yet no Harijan was taken or 
selected. It is my firm belief that the inteations of the Government are good 
but itis the officers, tainted with rank communalism, who stand in the 
way of the Harijans being appointed to high posts and taking their rightful 
share in the services. I would request the Govern nent to give careful 
attention to this matter anal sava itself from the infamy which such 
officers bring to it. 

Besides this, I want to draw the attention of the Government to anothebr 
point and that is about the autosratic conduct of the Panchayat Officers. [ 
am constrained to remark that these officers particularly do not ‘care a fig 
for the Harijans, wnea they go on tours in the villages. In this connection 
I weuld like to quote an instance. There iss village Dhilwan, three-fourth 
population of which consists of Harijans. When the Panchayat Officer 
concerned visited that village, the Harijans requested him to give them a 
representation in the Panchayat according to their population. But he 
turned a deaf ear and constituted a Pancnayat of men of his own choice 


ignoring altogether the rights of the Harijans. The Harijans of Dhilwan 


Punja Vidhan Sabha 


Digit@ed by; 


Panjaff Digital Library 


{ 


Oriffinal with; 
Pungab Vidhan Sabha 
Digftized by; 


Panfab Digital Library 


General Administration (7) 61 


appealed to the Deputy Commissioner for the redress of their grievance 
but there, too, their voices proved a voice in the w-.lderness. The P unshay at 
Officer had his way and the Daputy Commissioner paid no heed to their 


representation. So this is the state of affairs and I reqnest the Government 


to teach a lesson to suh arrogant and conmanalminds 1 ofisa-s by either 
dismissing them or transferring them to such places where they cannot 
bring discrelit to Government by their invidious traatment of tha Sohedaled 


Oastes or Backward Classes. 


Mr Speaker: Now the hon. Member's time is over and T call 


upon Shri Bhagat Ram Sharma to Speak. 


Suri Buagat Ram Sarma (Haripur) (Hindi): Sir, before expressing 
mv views abont-the damand nnda” distrssion, I want to draw the attention of 
the Honse to some Articles of the Constitution. We have taken oath under 
that Constitntion and I would like to refer to its Article 33 relating to the 
‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ bəcause it has a bearing on the 


General Administrative policy followed by oar Government. Tt is provided 
in Article 38 that- | 


The State shali strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing and 
protecting as effectively as it mav a social order in which justice, social, 
economic and political, shall inform all the institutions of the national 
life. 


After that, I wish to refer to Article 39, which reads thus- 


The State shall, in particular direct its policy towards securing — 
(a) that the citizens, mən ani wonen equally, have che right to an 


adequate means of livelihood ; 


(b) that the ownership and control of the material resources of the commu nity 
are so distributed as best to subserve the common good ; 

(c) that the oparation of the eeo19mIc system does not reult in the 
concentration of wealth, ani m2ans of ovroduction to the common 


detriment’ 


(dì that there is equal pay for equa! work for both man and women ; 

le) that the health and stranzth of workers, men and women, and the 
tender age of the chiliren are not abused and that citizens are not 
forced by economia necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their age 


or strength; 


(f) that childhood and youth are protected against exploitation and against 
moral and material abandonment. . 
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Mr. Speaker, I have drawn the attention of the House to the prin- ; 
ciples laid down in the Constitution. so that we may be able to see whether 
the policy of our Government has been framed in sucha way as to benefit 
and improve the condition of the maximum number of the pecple. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Ona point of order, Sir. Policy is not to be 
discussed at this Stage. That was discussed at the time of general discussion 


of the Budget. We have to discuss speci‘ic itema of general administratiun 


at this stage. 


Mr. Speaker: L quite agrea and shall caquest the hon. Member 
to speak on the demand under discussion. 


Shri Bhagat Ran: Sir, [ was referring to those matters which are 
connected with the general administrative polizsy of our Government. I 
was submitting that the administrative polisy of our Government shonld 
be such as way do the maximum good to the largest number of citizens. 
The general standard of living of the people cannot he raised till all the 
available resources in the country are made nse of through industrializa- 


tion. J want to make a few suggestions in this connection. 


I do not object tothe starting of Commnnity Projects in four tehsils 


< 
of the Stste and tə tha provision of manay for that purpose, but... ..... 
Shri Nand Lal: On a point of order, Sir. Is there any necess- 
ity of discussing those subjects for which a separate demand will be 
meved ? 
< 
Mr. Speaker: I don’t think there is any nasd for ma to point that 4 
out to an experienced parliamentarian like the hon. Member. 
Shri Bhagat Ram: The hon. Speaker can nall me to order, iilam > 
not speaking to tha point, bit the hoa. Manhar sitting on my righ’ has 
no business to ask me to speak abont a particular subject. 
Mr. Speaker: He has only drawn my attention towards it. 
ap 
Shri Bhagat Ram: Administrative poliev of the Government has A 


very close connection with the development schemes. hecange the economig 
condition of the masses depends upon it. In listrict Kangra and Hoshiar- 
pur, there are some lands which are lyicg waste and are not being put 
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any use. A part of the land has been declared Government property and 
it isin the possession of tne Forest Department. Many forests are still 
unclassed. Ifthe waste lands attached to the villages are pliced at the 
disposal of the people, thesa can be used very profitably. Instead of the 
Forest Department controlling these lands, these should be treated as omm- 
unity foresta and handed over to the Panchayats. I° ‘that is done, the 
villagers will devolop them because by doing so they will be able to increase 
their income. The area affected by erosion wilt be he-ter looked after 
and trees will bə grown at places where these are needed. [n this manner 
the Government oan liquidate the control of the Forest Department over 
forests in districts Kangra and Hoshiarpur. These can be beiter looked after 
by the village panchnyats. 


In order to raise the economic condition of the people, it is necessary 
for the Government to industrialize the State and to develop the backward 
areas. In my district, particularly in tehsil Kalu, there are many cottage 
industries but there are no suitable facilities for the marketing of finishea 
products. The same difficulty is experienced in the matt:r of fruit which 
is grown in plenty in Kulu. For this purpose we need good roads. 1 shall, 
therefure, request the Government to build good roadsin District Kangra 
so that the products of cottage indastry in that area may reach the marketer 
easily and the standard of living of the people may improve. In this 
connection, I want to point out- that at Dehra Gopipur there is no bridge to 
connect two districts, namely Hoshiarpur and Kangra. 


Mr. Speaker: I have requested the hon. Member several times to 


confine his speech to the subject under discussion- 


Shri Bhagat Ram: I have already asked for the ruling of the Chair. 
While speaking on General Administration, I have to refer to every matter 
connected with it. 


I was saying, Sir, that yesterday the water of the river was ten to 
twelve feet deep near Dehra. A man trying to catch the boat iell into deep 
water and was saved only with great difficulty. 


Minister for Irrigation: Sir, that concerns the Publio Works Departe 
ment and not the General Administration. 


Shri Bhagat Ram: Sir, I want your ruling on this issue. 


Mr. Speaker: Iam of the opinion that your speech is. yery much 


rambling at the present momanot. You should confine your remarks to 
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(Mr. Speaker) 


General Administration and if you cannot do so, [ am afraid, I will have to 


give a chance to speak to another Member. 


Shri Bhagat Ram: Out of regard for your ruling, Sir, I leave 
this topic. 

Then, Sir, it is a matter for gratification that the Ministers have applied 
a cut to their salary and the Noputy Ministers when appointed will also 
accept a reduced salary. Decision to abolish specia! pays is also welcomed bat 
in my opinion the requisite incantive for work will continue to be absent in 
lower services so long as the existing wile disparity in salaries «continues. 
Subordinate services are in fact the haskbo12 o? the administration a-d most 
of the ardusna and onerous work ia dona by baam. - So long as the'r lot is 
not sufficiently improved, there cannot be any improvement in the working 


of the administrative machinery. 
Mr. Speaker: Please wind up now. 


Shri Bhagat Ram: Then, Sir, the complaint of the general public 
regarding prevalence of corrnption in ths administration is still continuing. 
The. attitude of most of the ofrers towards the public is still far from satis- 
factory. They are bal-tonnarad and thair traat nant of the peple who go 
to them with thair comnlaints is insniting or almost so. If tho Government 
were only to teach ita ofisers to traat tho pih'ic sympathetically and show 
them proper conrtesv, it wonld nat onst it anything bat on the other hand 


win a world of good will for it. 


Sardar Nidhsn Singh (Mehna) fPunjahi\: Sir, I must ‘say at the 
outset that I am not going to use any sweet words in the 
criticism of this ‘toverment’s policies. My ‘words, however bitter, 
may please be taken in tha spirit in which a patient tolerates a surgeon’s 


knife whan he ia anaratad npon in kis own inéerests. I shall take care to 


confine myself to administration only. 


When the Chief Minister visited Bagewala some time hack, I think the 
people whom he mat had apovised him of the true state of affairs regarding 
law and order position, lack of roads and irrigation favilities, poverty 


prevailing in ganecil high-hande{tn233 of the Police and the prevalence of 


black-marketing. [f he had agread to travel by kacha dusty road, he would 
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have seen for himself the conditions prevailing in rural areas but fearing lest 


the paint of his car should be spoiled he dropped the idea of going furtner. 


The treatmont thas the officers accord to the public in general is very 
bad The attitude of the Police has not Improved a whit, If no steps are 
taken to safegnard the lives of tenants from the attacks of the landlords 
this class would soon be wiped out. Much harm wil) have been done to 
them by the time the Government moves in the matter. [ would appeal 
to the N Ministers in the name of the poverty prevailing in the country 
to reduce the salaries of the higher staff and give the low-paid emplovees an 
adequate wage. An intrease of Ra.5/- in their D.A. is not going to improve 


their lot. Small peasants, small traders and subordinate Government 
servants should not be neglected for any reason whatsoever. Have pity on 


their miserable plight! The cup of their patience is full to the brim. Let 
them learn the lesson of service from the communists. 


Shri Kasturi Lal Goel: (Asandh) (Hindi): Sir, I find that a provi- 
sion for Rs. 5, 29, 96, 000 has been made for General Administration in thia 
Budget out of which Rs. 2,76, 64,000 have been earmarked for Police 
alone. For the last fonr years, allocations under these heads have been 
made more or less of this very order. Whereas experditure continues 
to be of the same old order, the attitude "of the officers in general an 
the Police in partitnlar remains more or less unaltered even after the 
rohievemant of independence. Even now when the Government claims to 
represent the poor, the state of affairs has not changed and everything 
continues to be Gone inthe interests of the rich. The poor sections are 
experiencing the-sane old difficulties and handicaps which they experienced 
during the British regime. 


Mr. Speaker: This is not relevant to the demand under discussion. 


The hon. Member should speak on the motion. 


Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta (Thanesar) (Hindi): Sir, while speaking on 
the General Administration, I would say that the Government is incurring 


heavy expenditure on the salaries of its officeers. Not to speak of 
the high salarios of Ministers. the officrs in every department are 
drawing fat aalarias which constitute a heavy burden to the poor finances 


of the State. 


Now adays we find that people in towns and villages are in the grip 
of poverty. Theusands of our young men are out of employment. They 
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are scrambling for petty jobs which they cannot get without any influence 
or recommendation. | Business is also slack. The businessmen are charging 
six pies per rupee as sales tax from every customer which pinches 
them very much. Property Taxis also very heavy. Besides this, exorbitant 
rents are being charged from the displaced persons. They arealso in 


a miserable plight. Many of the displaced landowners have not been allotted 


land so far. 


Mr. Speaker. I will ask the hon. Member to confine his discussion 


to the General Administration. 


Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta. To cap it all, Sir, the standard of 
administration in our State has gone very low. Our education in schools 
and colleges is aiso devoid of any technical training which may give to tne 
youngman the ‘know-how’ of living usefully and prosperously. Our youngmen 
have developed a craze for government service and do not like to take to other 
professions. The mentality of becoming a ‘Babu’ in some office grips 
the mind of our youngmen so strongiy that even the acquisition of higher 


education is dominated by the same bias. 


Besides this, I find that cases in the courts continue to hang fire for 
many months, ‘rere is no expeditious disposal with the result that 
the poor villagers have to undertake repeated journeys to attend long 
drawn-out hearings. Such a state of aifairs clearly shows that the officer 
do not discharge their functions property, They draw fat salaries but do 
not work for the welfare and tiie petterment of the people. 

There is no realization of self-Government in the mind of the public 
because they do not find anything different from what they found under the old 
bureaucratic Government. Though I am sitting on the Government Benches, 
I must say that the rural people seeing this inefficient administration and 
officer falling from the high ideal of service have begun to lose confidence in 
the Government. Moreover, Sir, the officers who go on tour in villages care 
more for the interests of the rich than the poor as their demand for eggs, 
hens and wine etc., is easily met by the former. 

Shri Ram Chandra Comrade : (Nurpur} (Hindi): Sir, I must say 
that since our Government has come into the saddle, it has earnestly tried 
to tone up the administration. I do not deny the fact that there isa 


sincere desire on the part of the Government to reform the administration 
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bat it has not so far been able to make much headway in this direction. 
Tt iu a universal complaint that the police do not behave courteously and 
have no sympathy with the public. The changed outlook of the police with 
the attainment of freedom is not much in evidence. 

Shri Maru Singh Malik: Police is not included in the General 
Administration. 


Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Very well, I am confining my 
remarks to the cat motion on the demand of which I have given a notice. 
Now-a-days, the attituds of polica towards the tenants in the agrarian 
unrest is partial. They generally - have sympathy with the landlord’ 
Wkenever any tenants wish to make reports against the landlords 
the police refuse to register. them and in cases where such reports are registered 
the police instead of arresting the landlords arrest the tenants, with the 
result that their work on the land suffers. Sometime back, there were 
cases of police excesses against the tenants io Ferozepu: cistrict. On 
seeing this iajustice, my hon. Friend Shri Teg Ram desided to go on 
hunger -strike and not to break bis fast until the police in that ilaqa 
had shed off its old mentality. No Government can inspire confidence 
in the publicif it cannot protect the azgrievel and give examplary 
punishment to the aggressor. [may submit that this problem of landlords 
aud tanantsis hesoming acute in the villages. Unless the Government 
comes to the rescue of the poor tenants by giving up ita weak-kneed 
policy it wilļ' not be able to maintain law and order in the State. 


Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) (Hinds) Sir, as the Ist item 
in the Budget is that of tha Governor and his staff I would deal with it 
first of all. I know that our House is not empowered to vote upon 
this expenditure, however, I would like to place my views about it before 
the House. Keeping in view this top heavy expenditure, I have to remark 
that the man inthe street can never be brought on this level. 1 would, 
therefore, request the House to approach the Gentral Government to 
make a heavy reduction in this expenditure. For instance, a provision 
of an amount of the order of its. 22099/- has been made for the Governor's 
dispensary alone, whereas no satisfactory arrangements for medical aid exiss 


in the State for the poor people. [n this connection I would state, Sir, that the 


Governor of Bengal has voluntarily accepted to draw Rs. 500/- p.m. as his 
salary and I think if our Governor would have been here he woald have 


gladty.. snes eee eesane 
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Mr. Speaker: Tho hon. Mambar is not allowed ta diseuss tha personal 
affairs of the Governor, 


Shri Sri Chanl: Sic. what [ mean to say is that our House should 
make a requast to the Central Government ta the effect that ours is a small 
State and with its limited sources cannot bear so much financial bu: den. For 


this reason the Central Government should coma to our rescue in this regard. 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the hon. Memter please to leave this topic P 


Shri Sri Chand: Then, Sir, [ would emphasise the need of making a 
reduction in our own expenJliture and ask the hon. Members to agree to a 
reduction in the Compensatory Allowance If we people reduce our own 
expynditura wə will bə ina position to ask others to do so and thus consi. 
derable saving can be effested under this head. In this connection, 1 world 
suggast the Government to issue railway warrants to the hon. Members iv 
place of allowing them to ch:rge Ist class railway fare because instances have 
come to my notice where the hon. Members have charged Ist class railway fare 


while they have actually travelled in the 3rd olass. 


Mr. Speaker: May I ask the hon Member to plensa desist from 


making allegations against other hon. Members ? Tt is not correct to do so, 


Shri Sri Chand: Sir, I have seen such cases with my own eyes. That 
is why I have uttered these words and if the hun. Mombers take it ill I am 
prepared to withdraw my words, 


Sir, the next item that I would like to disouss concerns the salaries of 
Ministers, As the provision made under this head has exceeded all the 
previous amounts, there isa scope for reduction. Ours being a small State 
“annot bear the heavy burden of the high salaries of eight Ministers. In my 
Pinion, in place of eight Ministers five would suffice. Considerable redu- 
ction io the salaries can also be made. Although hon. Members do not think 
it fit to express their opinion in the party meetings yet it is quite evident 
from their speeches that they are inclined to effect economy one way or the 
other. Sir, my contention is, that when the Ministers are getting such fat 
salaries, we have every right to expect from them a better and more. efficient 
Show than there is in other States. But the trouble is that our Ministers do 
not take any pains in the discharge of their duties. Tt is not right for 8 
Minister going out to plant a tree to be accompanied by an army of officers, 
ress representatives and a photographer. The Minister is photographed 
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while planting a tree piece of work that could be better done bya mali 
geiting only Rs. 50/- per mensem. 


It appears that the work of Brahmins has also been taken over by tha 
Ministers. Wherever some opening Ceremony of some building, institution or 
such place is to be performed or a foundation stone has to ba laid a Minister’s 
presence is consicered essential. This kind of work can safely be got done 
by a Brahmin who, in addition, will give his blessings. They go to the 
exte :t of making speechss ta colleges and scho ois which is the job of professors 
and not that of Ministers. [ want to couvey this fact to them that the pub is 
at large ia fed up wits their tours. When they are out on tours, no logal 


officer can discharge his duties and functions properiy. 


The privilege of their getting Travelling Allowances has been stopped 
and in its place they have been su, plied with state cars. In my opinion, they 
should prefer ts travel by rail; and even if this privilege is withdrawn they 
sh-uld noc hesitate to travel in ı tongs ail in its ahanoa they might go 
round the state on foot. The campaign of touring was launched much in 
advance of the Ministry’s oath takin, ceremony. They should have made an 
endeavour to make themselves cunveisant with the matters which were to fall 
within the purview of thei: respective pertfoiios. Cn the contrary, no sooner 
did they get the possessicn of their new cars than all of them set themselves to 
task of having a trial cf them by way of tcurs. These are not the ways of 
bandling a Governmental machinery, 


Then, Sir, one of n y hon. Friends while making a speech made a men- 
tion of the existerce of 25.73,000 Zamindars in our State, In reply, the 
Minister has dubbed them as germs of a disease and has stated that he is 
carrying on a constant warfare agains! them and yet he finds it hard to destroy 
them. [hese werds do not befit him. 1l may state for his information that 
it is these very people whose gallant sons are carrying on the operations of 
war in the valley of Kashmir, keeping a watch over their bungalows and it i9 
the same penple who have pnt you into power. To call them the germs of 
disease is indeed a matter of shame. 


In fact, the zospel of Communism is baing instilled by the Government 
itself into the people’s hearts. Miniaters go to the villages and attempt to 


create a rift between the laboarers and the zamindars. They also exhort 
the labourers not to co-operate with the landlords. Will this lead to 


labourers’ welfare ? Before tke enforcement of the President’s Ordinance, they 


assured the tenants that they would not he shorn of their customary 
rights. : 
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Mr. Speaker: Is this subject under discussion P 


Shri Sri Chand: Sir, this is definitely under discussicn. I am entitled 
to discuss or tall the House what var Ministers ara doing, .s the salaries of 
the hon, Ministers are iacludei in tha demand for General Administrat‘on. 


Then, Sir, they say that thay are going to hale the tenants particularly 
the Harijan tenants. [n my istrict, the fact is that no one is going to 
surrender his land. 


Is this Government setting a high standard of administration or law 
and order ? A person by putting in hard work, makes the land fit for culti- 
vation but is not allowed to reap the fruit of his labour becan<e some body else 
comes and takes possession of that land from bim. The Members sitting on 
the Treasury enches are carrying ona propaganda on behalf of the , 
Communists ! Taney are instigating the tenants that they should take posses" 
sion of the lands and that no body can oust them. Now an ordinance has been 
promulgated for this purpose. Ordinances are promulgated witnout giving . 
a thought t` every aspect of the question. Tha Gova ʻnoc bas simply to sign . hese. 
Iam unable to understand why a particular dat i.e. the 30th April bas been | 
fixed in this Ordinance Task the hon. Ministers to explain whether these 
tenants hel committed aome crime, who were ousted on tne 30th April, as 

tley have not been given any protection by this Ordinance. 


The result of all this is that the relations between the tenants and the 
landlords are becoming strained. The interests of the tenants are being put in 
jeopardy instead cf being safegauided by cur Goverrment. Now they say 
that the tenants, who have teen ejected after the 380th of April, will be given 


possecsion of their lands again. By the time they are able to get possession of 
their lands the crops which were sowa by ‘he landlords daring this period will 
be ready and ic will be the landlords who will be entitled to reap the p> oduce, 
and not the pcor tenants. How will these tenants be benefited by tnis acti-n 
on the part ot the Government ? 


Sir, we find that every rich Menter gets up here in this House ard 
says that he will do this thing or that thing for tke peor tenants and will try 


to remove their poverty. As a matter cf fact, our hon. Ministers and othera 
are carrying out the landlords’ piopagarda under tke garb of helpirg the 
tenants. Sir, we have to admit that the prosperity of the whole of the Punjab 


depends upon the condition of agriculture. When a tenart is well off the 
whole state becomes prosperous. Even a shopkeeper cannot carn his lyeliho.d 


unless the economic condition of tle Zamindar Ccummunity is sound. 
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Then, Sir, these controls have been introduced in the State to help the 
Dalmias ard Birlasie. the capitalist class The prices of foodgrainsare being 
kept low simply te help them. Just look at the Rationing Scheme which is being 
Worked im cur state! On the one hand. the daily scale of ration is reduced fur 
an individual, while on the other the same indivi!aal is permittel to take his 
meals at a restaurant to his full satisfaction. Even now our Govornmant is 
not inclined to lift the controls ant abolish rationing, when some other deficit 
Stutes ave doing so All these things yo against tha interests of tha poor 
Zanindars. The poor ruralites are being crushed and taxed heavily for 


the sake of the urbanites. 


Saori Daulat Ran Sharma (Hrnirpur) (Hiedi): Sir, today wa are: 
disenssing the General Administration. We ean discass the working o 
every de»artmant of the Government since the salaries of all the hon. 


Ministers and the staff of the departments under them arə included ia it. 


Sir, every Government has generally its own set policy which it follows. 
It has its own programme. Our hon. Congress Ministers are there to follow 
the programme as contained in the election manifeste of the Congress, 
But we find that they are not working according to the programme chalked | 
out by the Congress. In practice, we find that they are going far away 
from tha Congress Manifesto. We find, Sir, that thev do not have a 
proper control over their depirtmants. [natead taa Ses-etaries are ralinz 
the departments. As a matter of fact, the Ministers should be able to 
work independently of the Secretaries, 


Sir, there are one or two other things towards whick I want todraw the 
attention of the hon. Ministers. I find toat nepotism and favouritism 
have taken a deep root in the Governmental machinery. For removing 


these, I hereby suggest certain things to the hon. Ministers. 


We find that certain officers adopt novel methods of selestion and 
promotion when they hava to favsu* a particalar person. The Government 
should lay down a uniform policy for this purpose. Oar Government 
should, also, like the litar Pradesh Government, create some authority which 


should keep a check on these things. 


Now, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government towards 
wastage and corruption that are prevalent in its departments For this 
purpose, T request the hon. Minister for Publis Works varticularly to pay att- 
ention to his department where these evils huve reached the extreme. He will 


bə surprised to nite the instanca that [ an going to cit. Somatimas bick, an 
honest contractor had heau given a aoatrags for some con trastion work — 
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by the Publio Works D. partment. After the completion of that work, 700 
bags of cement were left unused. He requested the authorities to take 
back those 7)0 bags. Bat to his surprise, he was asked by the authority | 
incbarge, to dispose of those bags in tie bazar and not inform the o‘fico, 
otherwise, action won'd have to betaken cgainst bim. “ir, such is the 
state of affairs in this Department. Therefore, I suggest to the Government 
to constitute a Speeial Investigation Agency for thia department. A 


similar state of affairs al3b exists iu othes Governmaat Dapartments. 


So, I would request the Government to appoint a Special Bngairy 
Agency which may investigate asto where corruption is most pronounced 
and bring it to the notice of the Government for necessary action. 


Another thing is that the Civil Servio Riles should he suicsbly 
amended sə that it may be possible to take ime lia e section against corra t 
officials and also those whose repntation is generally bil aul tə dismiss 


them forthwith. With these submissions, I resume my seat. 


Shri Ram Kishan (Jullundur City, Vorth West’ Hisli) Sir ehout aix 
months back in the general elections ve stateiin oar election m nifesto-— 

The public services and meth: ds of re. ru tment have to be cond ::oned ard edo ta 

for the purposes of the National Plan. Spec:a training should be given where necessity 

for the purposes of the nationalizad or pu ie sc or of our economy. It is essential 


that high mora! st mdards should be ma'ntained ın our public work ani while govi 
work should receive commendstiou, bad work should be condemned. An 2:fective 
machinery for this purpose should be devised. 


There has been frequent rafearanz2s to cor-upti on and 
there is little doubt tha- various forns of cowruaption exist as social evils today 
Every effort should be made to put an end to this evil and some form of sumiaary 
method must be devised to deal with such cases. At pres@mt.i.... sss cecescceve: see ces 


Mr Speaker: Does the hon. Member intend to read out the whcle 


manifesto’s here P 


_ Shri Ram Kishan: No Sir,I will quote a few more sectences and 
then stop short. = | 


At present the real difficulty in dealing with these matters is due to di'atcriness 
of procedure in departmental enquiries and judicial proceedings in the ‘aw courts & 
the standard of form ıl proof required which often leids to the guilty escaping punish- 
ment., | l 


Sir, dnring the elections we promised to bring about radieil changes 
in the administration so that the perple might feel the glow of Lot Raj 
Tt is only two months since the Oongress came to power and not muoh 
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could possibly be achieved in sucha skort time. But still steps could have 
been taken towards some sort of reform in the administration so that the 
peple might have felt that we intended to do something in the matter. I 
wish to draw the actention of the Government towards a Committee which 
was cunstituted sometime backin order to tone dəwa the administration 


in the State. 
Sardar Sarup Singh: Is it ‘tone down’ ‘or tone up’? 


Shri Ram Kishan: Iam sorry. It is justa slip of the tongue. So 
far as the question of improving tha administracion is concerned, I would like 
to say that the Government would do well to study the report of tho Commi- 
ttee on this subject appointed by the Government of [ndia. [t is understood tuat 


the report has already been published. In tha Panjab itself, a Cadre Oommi- 
ttee was ccnstituted s»metime back for this purpose. Similarly a Resources 


and Racrenchment Committee was formed sometime back to effest savings in 
expenditure andi find out ways ani means of improving efficiency. At 
present, the State of affairs is not quite satisfactory. In this conneotion 
L would like to mention an incident which goes to show that revolationary 
changes are the need of the hour if we are to have a good administration 
in our State About two years back, the Resourses and Retrenchment 


Committee wrote a letter to an officer in the Punjab Civil Secretariat 
urder some other name in order to judge the efficiency of work. This letter. 
after pissing through thirty-one ‘departments was replied to after about one 
and a half months. If such is the stare of affairs in tha ‘Jesretariat, how 
can the alininistration of the Stare run afisiaatly P As a matter of fact, 
our alminiscrative machinery is very sluggish and inefficient. We 
promised during the elections to give to the State a system of administras 
tion wherein atick justice would be dispensed. But it is regrettable 


that no steps Lave been taken to achiave this object. An order whish 
is issued by the Vhief Minister reaches tha villagers after about a month’s 
time. Tis ganerally believed in villages thata Patwari is more helpfal 
ihan the Cabinet itself because he is at thu spot and whatever he does, 
it takes one long to get undone from above and that too iu exceptional 
cases only. [a this state of affairs red-tapism has increased beyond all 
prop*rtions. Although the British have gone, the system they left behind. 


has not been changed to suit the needs of the time. 


In the Panjab even after independence, the old and rotten methods of 
running the administration consinus. If wa are to make the experiment of 
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(1) 74 Panjab Legislative Assembly (25th June, 1958 


[Shri Ram Kishan] 


democracy a success in our State the man in the street should be made to 


feel that justice shall not be delayed. For this purpose I would suggest 
that a high-level Committee be constituted to go into tre conditions A 


prevailing in the Secretariat and other offices and to suggest ways an4 


means of toning up the administration. 


In ordsr to provide relief and quick justice to the people the 
Judiciary should be separated from the Executive immsdiately. 
At presant, a Magistrato has to depend for hia confirmation in service 
on the rerort of good conduct from the police, How caa he be independent 4 aa 
of their influence in his decisions P We held out a promise to the people 
that we wonld giva them a popular and just regime. So I would request 
the Govarnmant to mend matters as soon as possible. At present we fin} 
more than ten Gazetted Officers where three would snffice. In Bombay 
Madras, Uttar Pradesh and Weat Benga! the number of Gazetted Officers 
is comparatively less than it in in our State. It has been stated by the hon. 
Finance Minieter that the Government has provided for the abolition of 
special naya of the officers within a period of three years. Could it not 
be dane withant any farther delay ? What about the fat salaries drawn 
bv aertain officers ? Someof the hon. Ministers would say that they are 
baine naid on the terms of the contracts anterel into with them and it 
wonld he nnennaatitational to reinive thair salaries, Tadmit that it may be 
a0. Rnt can’t they ke peranaded to make voluntary cuts ? If our P 
Preni lent, Dr. Rajindra Parehad, can take rupees, five thonsand per month 
and not his salary of rnpees, ten thonsand per month, why can't our fat 
salaried officere he purensded to follow his example? Our State is a 
poor State, Tt ia very much under debt. The per capita income in the Punjah 
is onl" Rs. 265 per annnm. The present Puniabis rot as wealthy as the 
United Punjab of canals and colonies. So we ston|d make an all-out effort 
to effect savings and increase the resources. For this purpose the esrential 
pre-requisite is to improve the efficiency of the services, Another point 
of which I woald like to maka a mention is this. The chief aim of the 7 
previous regime was to estahlish a Police State, so that nobody enuld À 
raise his head against the tyranny and the high-handedners of tle rulers. 
Bnt we are imbued with a different object. We have to direst our 
energies to the transformation of this so-called Police State into a Social 
Welfare State. As you are aware, Sir, the offcera had under the previous 
regime learnt only to rule and govern the people but now in ‘free India 
we shall bave to teach them how to serve the masses, who in reality 
sre our masters. So what I want to drive at is that we should adopt 
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measures to bring about a reduotion in the expenditure that is being incurred 
on this top-heavy administration. 

I would draw the attantion of the Government to the recommendations 
made by the Cadre Committee and other comnitceas like the Estimates 
Committee, on which some of tha hon. Ministers also sarval. The 
recommendations made by these committees are of a far reaching charact er 
and it is clearly atated therein that reduction can be effected without 
impairing the efficiency of the ad ninistration. lam of the opinion that the 
time is now ripe for translating those recommendations into action. If we 
do not give them a practical shape, how will we be able to mevt the mounting 
expenditure on various departments ? I hope the Government will, give 


careful consideration to the suggestion that I have put forward. 


Now I want to draw the pointed attention of the Government to the 
conditions prevailing in the State regarding law and order. [am constrained 
to remark that the hold of the Government on law and order is weakening 
day by day.. The happenings that are taking place every now and then 
indicate which way the wind is blowing. The respect for law is waning 
in the "minds of the people. The shooting tragedy near the 
Roilearganj Police Station Simla, and in the compound of the District 
Courts Hissar as also the stabbing affray in the compound of the Jallundur 
Secretariat go to show that disorderly elements are gaining grouni and 
trying to disturb the peace of the State. I would request the Government 
to pay special attention to this matter because maintenance of peace and 
tranquillity in the State is most esxential for its devalopment. 


There is yet another point which needs careful attention Of the Govern. 
ment. I would rather sound a ata of warning t>o the Govarnmant that 
red infiltration is taking place gradually in its departmonts. It has 


oceurted in the Police in general and the P. A. P. in particular, 
I would, therefore, ask the Government to be careful and take active steps 4° 


stop this evil, nipping it in its bud. It is common knowleige what 
improper use tte Communists made of a circular, which they managed to 
get from the Home Department by underhand means. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is over. 

Sardar Achhar Siagh Chhina (Ajoala) (Pusjosi): Mr. Speaker, [ may 
point ont at the very outset that a considerable reduction can be made in 
the amount asked for by the hon. Chief Minister under the demand ` 
for ‘General Administration’, In fact the cut motion, of which I gavea 
notice and which has been treated as moved, envisages a saving to the 
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tune of rupees 4 lakhs. I wonld make a few observations to show Low 
this reduction cau be brought abont. 


Now, Sir, itis a matter of common knowledge that our State consists 
of only 13 districts. Nuiurally, there appears to be no necassity 9f 2aving 
a large pumber cf Ministers Berices, it goes without saying that this 
State is making no headway in industrial or agricultural development and 
that the income per capita does not 3*292d fiva or six pice a day. Now under, 
such circumstances, when the ecrinnie coniition of tha people is shaky and 

when we are confronted with financial stringency and a deficit budget 
and therefore cannot afford to incur any wasteful or unnecessary expenditure 
in any form or slape, it simply passes one’s comprenension as to where lies 
the need for having such alarge hand of Minis‘ers. Wo have already had 
£ Ministers and there is a rumour about the appcint nent of one more 
Minister. The matter does not stop here. Tha Goveranant is intent upon 
swelling its ranks by =;pointing fivs Dapnty Ministers and lt Pa: ‘lia neatary 
Secretaries. It appears most improper on the vart of tha Govarnnen 
to have sucn a large nomber of Ministers, Depaty Ministars and Purlicment 
tary Secretaries in a small State like oucs. [am of tha opinina thit tha 
number cf Ministere can conveniently be reduced. When half a dozen 
departmerts can be placed under the charge o' the Mini-ter for Uevalop-- 
ment ard tte Minister for Finance, why can’t the same numbar of depart- 
ments be controlled by other Minieters ? Each Minister is as capable as his 
collergues. Jn other words, if the number of departmenta under each 
Minieter is increased, the number of Ministers would naturally decrease, 
In this way,only five Ministers can efficiently rin the whol» admin‘str tion. 
New to carry forward the argumert to its logical end, it will be sean that 
if five Ministers can easily cope with the work of the State, the necessi.y 
of five Deputy Ministers and other parapkernalia, ramely, the Parliamentary 
Secretaries would nct. arise. Then, if the posts of Deputy Ministers are 
done away with, the need for purchasing more new cars would vanish. If my 
suggestion is ected upon, there will be a clear saving of lakhs of rupees. 
Now if the number of Ministers is reduced to five, old cars can also be utilised 
by the remaining Ministers. 


What I have stated is clear logic, Let us goa little further. You ‘are 
well a ware, Sir, that all along the Czngress has been pressing for the adopu 
tion cf the principle of accepting Rs. 500/- snd nothing more, as the salary 
‘ofa Minister. If this golden principle is translated into action by our 
Congress Ministers, obviously a large amount cf money ean be saved from 


the item: relating to the salaries of the Ministera and "the saving can be 
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utilised for the benefit of the masses. In this connection, ? would draw the 
attention of the Government to what is happening in our neighbouring 
ccurtry, namely, China. The Peoples Government there has fixed the 
7 minum pay of a Government servant at Rs. 10U/- p.n. and the maxi num 
at Rs 500’-. These ave not my words but I an quoting from tha report of 
Mr. Chellapthi a member of the Goodwill Mission which visited China some 
time ago. My feeling is that if China can sacceasfully ran its administration 
by fixing the maximim and mnimum limita of the salaries of its aivil 


T 


servants can’t we gainfully emulate that example ? 


Vc 


Tam of the view that if the Ministers today deciara that they would 
not accept more than Rs. 500/- as their salary, this will have far-reaching 
repurccssions on the departmental heads. In this conneotion, it may be 
mentiored that even he‘ore partition, the Congress used to ery itself hoarse 
that the posts of Commis-ii ners should be abolished as they constituted an 
unrecessary burden on the provincial exchequer. I fail to see why these 
ots are still being maintained, when the Congress Party itself isin power 
aad is running th. administration of the State, [ feel that the abolition of 
| the Jon nissioner’s posts will resalt in a sabs.sat-al saving. Then, Sir, if 
you just g> through tke Ba iget, you will find that fabulous svlaries arq being 
drawn by high officers. For instance, you will Gnd that the salary of the 
Firarcinl Commissioners is Ra.2t,.00 a year. that of the Finaneial 
Co: missioner for Refugees is Re.42000 a year, that of the Chairman of 
| o the Pubho Service Commission is Rs.30,000 per annum, that of the 
Legal Remembriancer is Ra, 33,9))/- ver anna nani ao on, It will be seen 
that in many casaa tha officers raw nore tnsn even what the hon. Ministers 
get. It also indicates that bareinsracy is still gaing strong. Everything is 
being done in the nld hackneyed way. [san soiñidsntly say that even if my 
hon. Friends en the Treasury Benche, have formed ths Government, they 
will not succeed in changing the ways of the buresacracy. It will be no 
wonder if they themselves become pliant tools in the hands of the latter. 
why go far ? . I will show how a Minister feels compelled to say ditto to what 
; «the departnmertal head says. The practice prevalent in the Stata is this. 
| The report submitted hy a constable will in the en i ba accepted as gospel 
truth by the T.G. Since the [.G. approves of it, it becomes difficalt for 
the hen. Mirister-in-chaige to differ from his departmental chief. Even 


| if deputation after deputation waits on the Minister and explains to him 
F> that tke report made by the police constable is incorrect, the Minister would 
not accept this pcsiticn. He would support his department, 


eee 


Well, Sir, my objeot in bringing the high salaries of the officers to the 
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notice of the Govarnnent waisthst under the changd circumstances 
bureaucracy should not be allowel to havea its own way. The Ministers 


should have a strict control over therm and redocticn ir tletr salaries 


should be brought about and the saving thas caused utilised on some 


other beneficent cause. 


Now, Sir, when our Ministers go ontours, they have a good denl 
of police aroun l them, probably to protect then. Mw I ask if thay 
consider themselves the representatives of the people? If so, why 30 
they need any gaard or protestion of the polise ? Tansy shoald move 
about freely like commoners and should də away with ths police 
guards. This action of theirs would result in a substantial saving 


of money. 


Then, my hon. Friends have said something about the red-tan ism 
prevalest in the alninistration. Tt Joes exist nnioubredly. I suggest 
that a committee should be oonstituted which should keep*a vigilent 
eye over the condust of the officers. Bat [ would like to go a step 
still further. T sugzest another Committea should he formed with a 
view to keep an eye on the conluct of the Ministers also, These 


Committees will report how the Ministers behave t-wards the 
departments and how the officers behave towards the people. 


The attitude of our Ministers is such that they do not care to 


reply to the requests made by the public. I sent a number of 
applications for increase of my allowance through the Superintens 
dent of the Jail, bnt no reply was recsived. Applica ionsand letters 
sent by the publie remain lying in the Goverrment offices and nobody 
cares to answer them. Hon. Ministers do not take the treuble of 
even reading most of the letters. 

They go on tours for doing propaganda and draw allowances bnt do 
not attend to ofice work. They think that it can be attended to by 
the Secretaries and other ofticera. 


I have suggested methods of reducing expenditure. I appeal 
tothe hon. Members sitting on Government Benches to point out 
that the number of Ministers is very large and huge amount is being 
spent on them. Isit tke duty of the Opposition alone to point out 
these things P? Tha Government should apnoint Committees to 
examine the working of the officers and also of the Ministers. Red- 
tapism should disappear and complaints of the public should be speedily 
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attended to. I hope that a large number of bon. Members sitting on 
the Government Benches will side with us at the time of voting on this 
demand. 

Principal Harbhajan Singh. (Garbhshankir) (Punjabi): Sir, 
many lou. Menters have spoken on the demand ander diseussion 
aud I also want to express my views with regard to it. Some of my 
Lon. Friends have objected to the Ministers, salaries. In this 
congection, | wish to point on! that many of the officers working 
under the Ministers are getting three times or four times the salary 
of the latter. Wren thatis the case, how can we expect such 
Officers t. carry out the orders of the hon. Ministers? Tuisis a 
matter which needs to be considered and I am ofthe opinion that the 
yalurive ot the hon. Ministers cannot be reduced immediately. 


This Budget, however, does not bear any mark of having been 
prepared by a Lew ana fiee Gcver:rmens. lt has been prepared on 


the cold jines. A comparison has been made in it between the figures 
for the current year with those for the previous years. There should 
Lave been some such features in this Budget which could distinguish 
it from the old Budgets. Some marked changes should have been 
introouced by doing things ~ which the previous Governments could 


not do. 


Then, Sir, I wish to say a few words with regard to the appoint- 
ment of Deputy Ministers, and Parliamentary Secretaries. If there 
is ary necessity of appcinting Deputy Ministers, Parliamentary 
Secrotarizs and Private Parlismantary Secretaries, the hon. Mivisters 
should by all means make these appuintments, but oniy those persons 
shoulu be appointed who can help them inthe discharge of their 
duties, During tne time of the previous Government, persons were 
appointed to these offices, not for assisting tbe Ministers bnt 
merely for reseivinz salerias. If our Government also acts in that 
mauner it willhivea very undesirable effect. If the hon. Ministers 
ean carry on without Depaty Ministera and Parliamentary Seoretaries 
they should not appoint anybody to these offices, 

The third thing whish I wish to say is that some maximum anà 
minimam limit of salaries shoald be fixed. Under the present system, 
acme p2vple are low-paid while others are in receipt of fat salaries. 
The disparity between the salaries of different officials should 
not to be so great. If the lowest pay is Rs. 100 per mensum the 
highest can be fixed at Rs. 400 or 500 p. m. 
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Efficient and capable persons should be given higher starting pay hy 
granting them advance increments. A person starting with Rs, 250 p. m. 
should not be allowed to draw Rs. 5000 or Rs 6900 p.m. towards the 
end of h's career. If one can pull on with Rs. 250 in the beginning, he 
can surely do so with Rs, 5)0 av 600, fifteen or twenty years later. The 
rates of in:ren3nt sould be reduced so that the maximum salary may 
not be very high. [hone that tne Government will consijer the sugges- 


tion made by me. 


Shri Sher Singh (Jhajjar) (Hindi): Mr Speaker, we are 
discussing the demand ander the head ‘General Administration’. In order 
to judge the success or failure of this branch of administration. we have 
to see as to how much peace and comfort the general public is enjoying, 
For that purpose, we have to examine three thirgs, First of all, we have 
to see whether the people ara gatting jinstica. The second thing which we 
have to examine is whether tha  xudministration of justice is cheap or 
costly. Thirdly, we have to consider the length of time taken in dispensing 


justice. 


As regarde the first test, T find that the rule observed by our courts 
is that it is more important to conform to the intricacies of law than to 
administer justice speedily. Our courts follow the principle that law 
must prevail, though justice may fail. In many cases the presiding cficers 
ef low-courts have admitted that justice demanded a particular decision 
but the law did not permit them to give that decision. Thev became 
helpless on account of the law. The Government should try to make laws 
in such a manner that they may result in justice terg done to the people. 


Then, Sir, the justice which we get is very expensive. A few days 
back, the Government promulgated an Ordinance. Actordinsg to it, the 
tenants who were sjected between the Ist Miy and l5th June. 1952, can 
apply for being pnt back into possession of the land again. Lawyers 
have been barred from appaarinog on behalf of these applicants. 

If proper care is taken while drafting laws and simple, clear, and 
ungsguivocal languags is used, I am sure paovle would be saved from the 
bitheration of sasiring the advice ani help of lawyers for the inte ‘prets. 
tion of evary minor olanse and pay them exorbitant fees ranging from 
Rs. 100 upwards. In cases involving laws which are very easily understood 
lawyers should be debsarred froa appearing on behalt of the -petitivuers. 
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After all, the magistrates are also well-versed in law and can do 
withcut the help of lawyers in such simple cases in which laws are 
free from ambiguity. This will save a lot of mcney of tke poor 
petitioners. 

I would further suggest that the administration of justice should 
ke decentralized and the ilaga Magistrate should be asked to hold his 
court at the Tehsil or Thana Headquarters so that people may be 
saved'from the expense, waste of time and botheration that travelling 
to the District Headquarters every now and then involys. This process 
of decentr alization will ultimately led to the vesting of judicial 
powers in the Panchayats. Justice will then be easily available to 
every poor man in the rural areas and it will not be delayed. Delay 
in the decision of cases is another evil and has got to be checked, for, 
as a renowned lawyer has put it ‘justice delayed is justice denied. 
Under the present system cases whether civil or criminal continue to 
hang fire for two or thres years causing great worry, nervcus 
strain and expense to the persons involved When ultimately the judge- 
ment is passed and the undertrials are convicted and sentenced to 
undergo a term of imprisonment, generally they already have had 
enough of such punishment in some cases even equal to the term of 
imprisonment awarded. 

Whether it is the administration of justice or general administra- 
tion, convenience, comfort and welfare of the people caunot be ignored. 
I give an instance to show that the voice cf the people is not being 
heeded by this Government. Scarcity conditions are prevailing in Jhajjar 
Tehsil cf my district. This matter was brought to the notice of both 
the Ministers who belong to this district but they refused to act 
until a report to this effect was received by them from the Deputy 
Commissioner concerned. Many cattle head have perished and others 
are dying of hunger, but the Ministers are still believing on the 
authority of the reports of local officers that their is nothing wrong 
with this ilaqa They have come to this conclusion on the basis of a 
report that since the hay, ‘‘Bhusa’’ tkat the Government had imported 
was not purchased by the people at the rate of Rs. 4;8/- a maund 
and had continued to lie at Kosly Railway Station there was no 
scarcity in the ilaqa. The fact of tke matter is that when people 
could bring hay at cheaper rates from the neighbouring tehsil, why 
should they have agreed to purchase it at an unreasonably high rate 
from the Government ? It appearsas thongh these Ministers have a- 
dual personality. In their private capacity, tley admit tbat they know 
of the conditicrs prevailing there but they will not believe it in 
their official capacity and remain helpless in the matter unless and 
until the Deputy Commissicner makes a report to this effect aud the 


files come before them. Could there be a worse case of bureaucratic 


red-tapism ? 
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The Deputy Commissioner himself feels that since the fodder at Kosli. 
Station was not purchased by the people, he had no reason to say that there 
was scarcity there. I do not know who can speak tothe Deputy Commissioner 
or the Ministers about the matter ? The voice of the people should be listened 
to and believed, and not the files. If the reports on the files do not agree 


| wi.h facts, our officers and Minister should not go on harping on the validity 
of the written words and disbelieve the voice of the people. 


Then, Sir, a provision of about Ks. 24 lakhs has been made in the . 
| Budget for the Civil Supplies Department, Thia is absolutely unecessary. 
if the vote of the people on the question of the continuance of controls is 
taken, [am sure 99 percent will be found to be against it. The systems of 


rationing and procurement involve irksome and abnoxious restriction for the 
poor in towns, and great hardship for the small peasants and 
agricultural labourers in village. When there is a surplus of foodgrains 


i in this State, so much so that we can afford to ma3et tha requirsmenis of 
other States also, I wondar why the Goveramant insists ou continuing this 
department. I admit that if decontrol is introduced, some anti-social 
persons will resort to hoarding but sarely it is not beyond the capacity of the 
| Government with all its Polige force to bring to book a small number of 
i snch offenders and nip this evil tendency in the bud. The fear lest some 
persons may resort to hoarding is certainly not a sufficient justification for +- 
i the continuance of this Departmans with its larga staff. By its abolition, 
a buge sum out of this Ks. 24 lakhs can be conveniently saved and 
utilized for batter parposes. Uoateols shoald thavefore ba lifted at once 
| No delay in this will be tolerated by the people any longer 


Another important problem to which I want to draw the attention = 
of the Government is the increase in orimes, The Father of the Nation 


3 {w 


had taught us that the easiest way of checking it lay in tke reformation of 


the habits of the people. But itis a pity that ever since prohibition was 
introduced in one district of his State, no body has been serious about it » 
On the other hand persistent propaganda is going on that this experiment 


is bound to prove a fiasco and that the Government is denying itself reven- 
ues to the extent of 5 lakhs for nothing. Such propaganda is being carried on 
even by persons who were expected to exert themselves to make it a 
success. ven Ministers are a party to this sort of propaganda and are of © 
the view that it would be better if the prohibition is ended and the income 
from excise utilized for education. Nobody appears to realize the real value 
and importance of prohibition to our society. On the other hand its alleged 
failure in America is cited as an argument for giving up prohibition here 
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also. I may inform my friends who are under this impression that prohibi- 
tion is still in force in some States of U.S.A. National prohibition during 
1920-1930 resulted in 19 per cent decrease in the incidence of crime in 


that country. 


Conditions for the succass of a prohibition policy are mora propitious in 
our country bocause the people kere are generally religious-n:inded 
aud drinking is forbidden by every religion and tke concensus of opinion 


is against it. By enforcing it we can raise the mcral stature of our people 
and remove much of the corruption rampant in our public life and services 


today. Therefore, Sir, I urge the Government not to neglect this important 
matter, and estend the area of prohibition in the State. It does not behove 
a civilized Government to goon depending on the sources of revenue on 
which no welfare state should depend. 


Sardar Bachan Singh (Bagha Puranv) [| Punjabi) Sie, this is a poor 
State with a deficit budget and a shattered economy. Is it Înot then 
proper that the salaries of our Ministers and officers should also be 
Gommensurate with the income of the State and ths standard of living 
of the people in general ? Does it behove them to draw fat salaries when 
people are wallowing in poverty and misscy P Wao indeed would like 
to pay Rs 1,000 to a watchman tolook after his ornamauts worth Rs 500 
only? Of what avail can this top-heavy adininistration ba to this poor 
State ? This State is runaing into a heavy debt and tha salaries are 
daily on the increase. . 


Already the poor peasants are overburdened with taxes such as land 

revenue, abiana, local rates etc. Now ix is proposed to levy on them a fee of 
Re. 4 per sce for consolidation work. No heed is being prid to the fact 
that the condition of land has already very mach deteriorated due to 
waterlogging and action of the salina, All that the Government is after 
is to squeeze the maximum amoant from the tillers of tne soil. Besides 
this burden of taxes, they have to bear the burder 
o: catering to all tha needs of the officers who visit their village, 
keep a cook for this purpose and so on. Officials of the Irrigation Department 
do not allow them to take their turn of canal water unless they offer them 
sorne money as illegal gratification. They have to satisfy those officials 
lest their crops are damaged for want of water at the proper time. Patwari 
is also a petty tyrant over their heads, 


Then, Sir, thanks to the consolidation policy of the Government, 
even those tenant families who have een in possession of land for a century 
or even longer are being ejected . 


Mr Speaker. Please speak on the demand under disoussion. 
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Secondly, now that we have attained independence we skould run the 
administration on the right lines and cut down the heavy expenditare on the 
item of ealaries of officərs, [f the Government cannot itself pursue a right 
path then there ig no harm if it asts upon the alvica of others. Moreover, 
a large area of land in Nili Bar ilaqa has becoma totally unfit for cultiva- 
tion and ia getting converted into permanent waste land. But the Government 
instead of investing money in projects of economic development is squandering 
away money on the capital building project at Chandigarh! This project 
could easily wait for another five years. Punjab is mainly an agricultural 
State and nearly 99 per cent of its population depends upon agriculture 
for their living. The Government should, therefore, adopt measures 
for the improvement of agriculture in the State. I think this develop- 
ment of agriouliure is only possible if tha Govrernaant abolishas the 


samindari in the State. 


Principal Iqbal Singh: (Jagraon) (Punjab‘)- Sir, the good working 
of any departinant can bə judgal from three points of view, namely, (i) 
efficiency, (ii) economy and (iii) expansion. 


A 


If we look at the administration from the efficiency point of view we 
will find that there is dissatisfaction among the pablic all round which 
distinctly shows that there is something wrong with the administration, | 
wonld like to yuote‘ one or two examples to show the present standard of 
efficiency in our administration, lf anybody has the chance of going to the 
Rehabilitation Office at Jullundur, he would see that the persous who have 
their cases fixed up in that office are asked to sit outside the barbed-wire 
fencing far away from tke offiice building. When their cases are called u», 
the chaprasi’s voice can hardly be heard by them with the result that 
their cases are sometimes filed on the ground of non-attendance. I may 
also quote another instanca in this connection. Sometime back, I went to 
the Deputy Commissioner’s Office and wanted to see the Deputy Commiss- 
ioner in connection with some work. I was told by the chaprasi that the 
Sabib was asleep. [ was surprised te hear that the Deputy Coimumiss. 
ioner was asleep at that time. As I had to go to Africa and wanted 
that work done on that very day, I insisted upon seeing him. When I 


knocked atthe door, [found the Deputy Commissioner working at the 
table. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know to which district the hon. 
Member is referring ? 
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Principal Iqbal Singh: You may take it as a reference to any district. 
Besides this, it takes about six months to get a passport. Sometime back I 
had to apply for a passport and when I presented my application to the 
Head Clark, he directed me to go toa particular clerk who was dealing with 
such applications. | want to hin and saomitted my application to him bat 
he told me that it was not his daty. He again directed me to g).to yet 
another clerk who als» pleaded his inability to entertain my application. So 
L was driven from pillar to post and did not know to whom I had to give my 
application. The hon. Membars may, therefore, judge the maladministration 
and inefficiency which exis: in the Governmant departments, Unless we 
change the wentality of the people we oannot expect them to develop a high 
sense of duty towards the pablic. If there is such maladministration and 
inefficiency in the Government departments. the hou. Ministers have no right 
to occupy these Ministerial Beuches. I woade: that it takes one about six 
months to get a licence for arma here whereas ia a piskward country like 
Africa soch a lisence can ba bad within threa miaates without any recomm: 


endation. 


Then, Sir, there is great nead for economy in Goveramant expandi' ure. 
The present top-heavy administration does not maet the demand of a poor 
State like ours. In‘ our State comprising thirteen districts there are eight 
Ministers. It would have been better if the number had been 
increased to thirtean so that there could be one Minister for each distrist. 


Bhagat Guran Das Hans: (Hoshiarpur) (Hindi): Sir, my hon. 
Friend Sardar Iqbal Singh has rightly ramirke1 that there is need for the 
change in the mental outlook of every officer iu the State. I would suggest 
that the hon. Ministers should follow ia the foot-steps of Mahatma Gandhi 


and should stiv while on tour in the Harijan colonies instead of rest houses. 

Such a step would raise th: morale of Hurijans and lead them towards a 

n better life. My hon. Friend Sardar Gurbanta Singh has already described 

how the police indulge in hightandeduess in their treatment towards the 

© Harijans. Sometime back a marriage party went toa village calied chotala 

< of Hariana Thanna Dirtrict Hoshiarpur to she house of a Harijan. When 

the ceremony was being solemnized a police man surreptiously entered into 

the hoase and placed a hottle of illicit lhquor in order to panish that Harijan 

at whose bouse the ceremony was being performed for preaching against 
‘begar’. He is now serving a term of imprisonment, 


* | It has baen said that the polica are for the protection of the people but 
in fact itis not so. Iam of the view that no department does greater harm 
to the people than the police. 

Then. Sir, a public meeting was held in village Kulowal whioh is 
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situated on Hosbiarpur Tanda railway line. In it, Harijans were asked 
not to do forced labour (begar) for others. The persom who addressed the 
meeting and asked the Harijans to desist from doinz (begar) was involved in 
a case ty the Police who planted a pistol in his house. Consequently this 
person was sentenced to one year’s imprisonment. | 


Then, Sir, if a complaint is received from the public against an officer 
Or an officer is reported to be dishonest, ne is s'mply transferred to some { 
other place and is given no punishment. I will suggest that such an officer —_ 
should be awarded deterrent punishment in order to teach a lesson to others. 
Again, Sir, if the Government has a mind to ameliorate the lot of the poor 
people, the condition of the Panchayats should be improved as was stressed 
by Mahato.a Gandhi, the Father of Nation. He said that the real Ram Rajya 
could ke establisked through the efficient working of the Panchayats. In 
this connection, I would suggest, Sir, that where the number of Harijans 
is large they should ba givea due representation in the Panchayats. Iam 
reminded of a particular Panchayat wherein it was demanded that Harijans 
should be included and it was agreed to. But when the names were 
announced the name of no Harijan was to be foundin the list and when 
a protest was made, the MHarijans were asked to make a representation to 


the Government. 


Shri Balwant Rai Tayal (Hissar City) (Hindi): Well, Sir, as 
itis “only forthe first time that I have been afforded an opportunity 
to place my views before the House, I would request that, if need be, I may 
kindly be allowed a little more time to speak than other hon. Members. 
Mr. Speaker: May I request the hon. Member to proceed with 
his speech and not waste time. Itis regretted that te cannot be allowed m 
more than the specified time. z 


Shri Balwant Rai Tayal: Sir, many an hon. Member has taken 
part in the debate in counection with the demand for General Adm- ) 
inistration My hon. Friend, the Leader of the Opposition, has made 


` 


mention of the Superintendent of Deputy Commissioner’s office, 
Hissar, who has been transferred to Karnal and has stated that being a 
member of the minority community he is being harassed unnecessarily. 


I know the offcial in question and ~- would request my hon. Friend not to 


shield a corrapt public servant on the lame excuse of his belonging 


to the minority community. I remember that he was Superintendent of 
the Office of Deputy Commissioner, Rohtak. Consequent upon certain 
complaints against him, he was transferred to Hissar which was objacted 
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to by the Deputy Commissioner, Hissar, But, inspite of the unwillingness 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Hissar in accepting the official in 
question be was thrust upon him, Then another yeport was made against 
bim by the new Deputy Commissicner of that district to the effect that 
the official was corrupt andabad character. But, what happened Sir? 
Instead of taking any action against him the Commissioner confirmed 
the official. 


I, therefore, wish to take this opportunity of stressing upon the 
Ministers, through you Sir, the need for taking serious action against 
such corrupt officials, Anether case that I would like to place before 
the House is that of a Teksildar posted in Hissar district. The Deputy 
Commissioner of Hissar instituted an inquiry against him and submitted 
isi:eport tothe higher authorities reccmmending the dismissal of this 
officer. Eut tke Commissioner only thought it fit to stop his increment 
for two years and shelved the whole case. What I mean to say, Sir, fis 
that by adopting such mathods our Government would not be able to 
gain popularity amongst the masses. 


The next thing that I wish to bring to your ‘notice, Sir, pertains to 
the restoration uf law and order in the State. You would be surprised 
to know, Sir, thatin my district alone, 11 cases of murder took place 
within a week. Three persons who were in police custody were shot 
dead in the Court compound of the Sessions Court. Not only this, after 
Shooting them down the murderers ruthlessly cut their dead bodiee into 
pieces with gandasas. In the existing staie of affairs, I wonder if the 
Government would be able to restore peace and tranquillity in the State 


and the promises that we people held out to the poor masses would ever 
be fulfilled! oe | 


The last important point that I wish to place before the House is 
the need for cutting down the salaries of those big officers who draw 
more than Rs. 1000/- a month. I would also request the Government 
to refrain from appointing the Depaty Ministers. On the other hand, it should 
make an all-out effort to raise tbe standard of efficiency in Government 
offices. If no step is taken by this Augast House in this direction, I am 
afraid, never will we beable to fulfil our promises that we gave to the 
public at the time of recent general elections, 

Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri (Adampur) (Punjabi) Sir, the 
hon. Members Lave expressed valuable thoughts during to-day’s debate to 
which I would notlike to add much. But, I will make some such suggestions 
that have not been made asyet. | 


(7) 88 Punjab Legislative Assembly [25th June, 1953 


[Professcr Mota Singh Anandpuri,] 
s 

Administration is an instrument to be used for advancing and 
promoting the welfare of the State. In its turn, the Administration has 
also got an instrument and that is the Services which, if efficiently made 
use of, can still heighten the blessings of a welfare State. Then, Sir 
what are those factors which must be borne in mind ‘for developing the 
good traits and exterminating the evils? Our first and foremost need 
isthe functioning of Government in accordance with the principles 
of democracy. I am sorry to say that the Administration instead of being | 
decentralised as it should be in a democratic State is top-heavy. What T 
I mean to say, Sir, is-that the Ministers do not consult the hon. Members 
_ of this House while embarking upona vew policy. 


Mr. Speaker: This is not relevant, please. 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri: Well, Sir, I would leave 
this topic here. In order to make democracy work efficiently we should 
infuse the spirit of democracy in the Ministers as well as in the Services. 
In order to tone up the State, social solidarity and unity are to be 
brought about. The administration cannot run efficiently unless there is 
full cooperation between the various classes of Government servanta. 
If the Government adopts indifferent attitude and do not take firm 
steps in this direction, there will be a sort of disruption in the ranks of 
Government servants which will cause still greater in will be efficiency. se 
The next thing on which I want to lay stress is that the administrative 
efficiency should be improved. Iam of the opinion, Sir, that in case we 
are able to do this, most of our work will be completed. It has been seen 
that those officers, who are highly-paid are satisfied with their lot. 
Only the low-paid employees are tempted to be corrupt. When these 
low-paid employees realize the dangers of indulging in corruption, then 
in order to get themselves shielded they begin to share their ill-earned 
money with their superiors. Therefore, Sir, I suggest to the Govern- 


ment that it should pay its full attention to all the low-paid staff, including ° 


clerks and peons. A great dissatisfaction is apparent in the subordinate 
services. The Government has dune well by sanctioning an increase of 
Rs. 5/- in their Dearness Allowance. But they are not satisfied with 
that. This dissatisfaction is apt to cometo the notice of the hon. Ministers 
very soon. This increase of Rs.5/- in the Dearness Allowance admissible to the 
low-paid employees is really very small. Therefore, I request the hon. Ministers 
to pay more to the low-paid staff. 
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Shri Jagat Ram Bhardwaj; (Hoshiarpur) (Hindi): Sir, much has 
been said with regard to the efficiency in Administration. I would als» say 


one or two things more about it. 


In my opinion, Sir, just after 1947, the standard of efficiency of 
our administration began to coma down and I hope the hon. Ministers 
must be of the same opinion. The main reason for this fall in the 
standard of efficiency was that most of the officers had to leave for 
Pakistan and the posts which had fallen vacant were filled upin great 
haste. In the Rehabilitation Department a large number of persons had 
to be recruited and mostly those were recruited who had no experience 
of the Rehabilitation Department. Also favouritism and nepotism played 
there in famous part in those dar< days. Even the able officers, who 
were deputed to work in that Department could not get adequate work 


from ,these new recruits: Moreover, Sir, our Government has not been 
able to pay its attention towards these things during this period. It 
has not cared to test the efficiency of these people and the result is 
‘that most of the inefficient persons, who were successful in getting 
themselves recruited at the time of Partition, are still there largeiy. 
contributing to inefficiency and corruption. The efficient officers have to do 


the whole work while tha ingffisieat ones only draw their salaries 
The system of distribution of work is wrong and inequitable, This is 


because of tha wrong selection of the new recruits. 


So far we have not been able to set up any ageney which should 


check -up the efficiency of the new recruits. 
The public. bas to suffer for the inefficiency of the employees 


working in the Government Departments. It is generally seen, that 
when an application is sent to a Government Department, no action 
is taken on it for 5 to 6 months and aftar that long period, it is 
gaid that the application is not traceable. I, therefore, request the 
Government to appoint an agency, which should saa that no arrears of 


work are left in any department. 


The next reason for this increased inefficiency is that most of 
the posts in all the Governmsnt Dapartments are sanctioned on a 
temporary basis. The incumbents of these temporary posts, not knowing 
how long they will be kept, do not care to work and instead ‘make hay 
while the sun shines, Itis only the permanent employees who, afraid of 
spoiling their records, work. And how much can they do ? The 
accumulation of arrears in offices is due very. largely to this type of 
attitude on the part of the temporary employees. | 
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Therefore, [ request the hon. Ministers to take early steps to 
ensure to these temporary employees some kind of permanency so that 
they have an incentive to work. I believe that then these persons will 
improve in their work, 


Then, Sir, the most deplorable thing that I have found in this 
budget is the provision for monthly salaries at the rates of Rs. 25/s 
Rs. 80/- and Rs. 50/- for some government servants. Sir, is 
it possible for any person in these hard days, to live on anything 4 
between Rs, 20/- and Rs, 50/-per month? In my opinion no body can 


live within either of these amounts. 


One more drawback exists in the services and that is due to the 
fact that no planning has been made for a proper co-ordination between 
the different departments. There should be co-ordination between the 
Department of Av-rioulture, the Reclamation Department and the Civil supplies 
Deparnmentof for the success of the Grow More Food Campaign. The duties of each 
Department should be chalked out ani all these should be asked to work in co- 


operation with each cther. Only then can the results be satisfactory. 


I shall now, summarise, what I have said before you. Recruitment 
to all posts, should be made on a pecmanent basis and there should be asked: 
proper co-ordination among the different departments of the Govern- 
ment. When these things that I have suggested are done, we shall be & 
able to build our new Punjab, ie, the Punjab of our dreams. 


Sardar Waryam Singh (Amritsar) (Punjabi): Sir, I wish to draw 
the attention of the hon. Ministers to certain matters which concern the 
General Administration in the State. The people were promised cheap 
and quick justice. But tbe things are otherwise For instance, in the = 
work of rehabilitation when the cases go up to the Deputy Commissi- 
cner for review he fixes the first hearing at Gurdaspur and then 


ah 
New `” 


second hearing at Dalhousie which entails unnecessary expenses and 
trouble to the poor people. So, at present justice is dear and slow. 
Something should be done to make it cheap and quick. 


Another matter to which the Government should pay special atten- 
tion is that of the tenants. In onr district the relations between the y 
landlords and the tenants are strained and the Government affords no . = 
protection to the latter. The poar tenants are being ejected bnt the | 
Deputy Commissioners do nothing to save them. For instanee, the 


Deputy Commissioner was on tour at Aliwal Rest House and it was 
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brought to his notice that some Christian tenants were ejected forcibly 
in village Aliwal Jathan but the Deputy Commissioner teok no action 
although he had been to that place and was himself convinced of the 
facts of the case and advised those tenants to file cases against the 


landowners in respect of these ejectments. 


Ia Pathankot tha rolations between tha tenants and the land- 
lords are quite unhappy but nothing ia baing done to sət the matters 


“right and give protection to the tenants. In the matter of issuing 


arms licences the administration moves slowly and strangely. In most 
of the cases no replies are given for a long time. And when the 
reply does come, it is often in the negative stating that the quota 
has b3en exhausted. Fur the influential officers and favourites the 
quota is never exhiusred. [n Batali, a person got licence for a 
pistol in three days simply because he could humour the Deputy Commi- 
ssioner. The manner in which these things are done is objectionable for 
instance, a person is awarded six months imprisonment; it takes ‘him 
two weeks to get an attested “copy. of the order and he is thus 
delayed in filing an appeal against his conviction. Sach like things make 
the Government unpopalar: E E A re, 

ʻ f a ; P la "e af ee rr 
Even in such an important mattar as the Grow More Food «Campaign 


the delay. in giving temporary shoots is often pronounced and bribery, 


-ia prevalent. At-Ghanie Ke Bangar from Lodhi Nangal Rajbah in Majitha 
‘Division applications were made for temporary shops. but they were not 


attended to. On the other hand those persons who made no applications 


„were granted temporary shoots. _ I can’t understand why such favouritism 


is made iu the matter of granting suck shoots. 


‘Similar are the conditions -with regard to the procurement of 


‘foodgrains, There are different prices at different places. In our district 
the..conditions fre sucu that even in the markets of Batala and Dhariwa) 


there is a difference in the retes of foodgrains. This state of affairs is 
harmful to the interests of the Zamindars. This has an effect upon the 
‘procurement of foodgrains also. I would request the Government to take 


steps in this direction so that the rates may be the same everywhere. 


“These are some of the small matters but they are important in that 


they `g> together to make a Government popular or unpopular. 


Chief Minister: (Shri Bhim Sen Sachar) The hon, Member has stated 


ihat im a certain village some tenants have been ejected. He should 


kindly give me the facts of the case and state whether there tenants were 


ejected lawfully or otherwise. This information may kindly be supplied to -ne 


“ad 
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inmy room so that I may be in a position to look into the case. 


Shri Mehar Singh (Hamirpur) (Hindi): Sir, it is a matter for 
deep regret that auch a rotten institution as ‘Zaildari' has been revived 
in certain districts like Kangra. It is only the officers who are happy 


over this step. Tho ordinary people do not like it. As the previous 
Government abolished this institution after dne consideration, it is not 


the fitness of things to` revive it because it is an engine of oppre- 


ssion for the poor people. 


= 


Another thing which I might here point out is that this budget 
does not contain anything for the benefit of the peasants and the 
farmers. No attention has been paid to the interests of the poor tenan- 


ts whose plight is as miserable as ever. They are being mercilessly 


ejected by the zamindars. It is a matter for deep regret that nothing 
is being done for those who contribute to the treasury. ‘The story of 
this budget can well please these who sit under the fans while the 
workers sweat in the fields for them; the story of this budget can well 
please the high officers who draw fat salaries, big landlords who do 
not know what areas are under their sway and millowners whose 
income is beyond their ken. The story of this budget cannot 
please the man in the street. There is nothing for him in it. 

Well, Sir, I am really constrained to remark that no provision 


has been made under this demand for the betterment of the poer 
people. 


Now I would like to make a few observations with regard to the 
Grow More Food Scheme. ‘The less said about this item the better. 
My feeling is that the money earmarked for this purpose so far has 
altogether bean wasted. Nothing sibstantial has been achieved in this 
direction while a great show was put up by the officers who conducted 
this campaign. More money was wasted on the purchase of jeeps and 
consumption of petrol than on measures for actually growing more food. 
The petrol which the officers used for making grow more food campaign 
a success, was simply wasted and this could better bo utilised on the 
Kashmir front where our soldiers were fighting hard to save tha 
Kashmiris from tke aggression ot Pakistan. | 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is irrelevant. Kashmir has no 
connection with this demand. He should confine his remarks to the 
motion under discussion. | 


Shri Mehar Singh : It is relevant, Sir, because the grow more 
food oampsign was conducted by the officers of the Government, avu thus come 
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under the demand now before the House. However, I bow to your 
ruling and leave this piut by saying that so far as my district is 
concerned, this scheme has provad a dismal failure because not a single 
potato was grown and the money sat asides for this purpose was merely 
squandered by the officers, 


Now I advert to the department of Civil Supplies. The existence 
of this department reminds me of a pith saying in English i. e.‘in the 
midst of plenty the nation starves’. Ours is a State which is surplus 
In foodgrains and yet our people cannot find sufficient food to fill 
their stomachs. I feel that if the control on the movement of food- 


grains in the State is removed, the people will be relieved to a 
considerable extent and the food situation in the State will greatly ease. 


Then, I take up she Police Department. What is the state of 
affairs here? A constable has to work in the houses of his big bosses. 
He thus leads a humiliating life. Besides, his salary, namely, Rs. 30/- 
p- m. is meagre with which he cannot make his both ends meet. I 
suggest that the minimum pay for a constable should be not less then 


- Rs. 100/- p. m., otherwise he is bound to employ underhand means to 
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augment his income so that he conld support his family. I plead his 
cause with all the force „at my command because I feel when no 
reduction is being made in the salaries of the high officers, why 
should ke be penalised ? His salary s12ald als» be increased accordingly. 


Mw. Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is over and I call 
upon Bakhshi Partap Singh to speak. 


Bakhshi Partap Singh (Sujanpur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, through 
You, I waat to place before the House the views of the suffering 
people of my ilaga. [ may point oat at the very outset that bofore 
India achieved Indapendence, the officers under the previous regime 
used to tour mountainous areas of my constituency despite the fact 
that they had to traverse taroagh difficult tarrain. ‘The Deputy Commi- 
ssioner and other high officers did pay visits to our ilaqa and hear the 
grievances of tha people. But after the dawaing of freedom on our 
country, a set-bick has taken plase in this respect. What to talk of 
a Deputy Commissioner, not even the Tehsildar cares to visit our ilaqa. 
Instead of coming to this hilly tract and seeing things at the spot, he 
completes the entries regarding mutation of land in the plains and 
sends the information accordingly. This is not fair, Iam of the opinion 


that touring of this ilaqa by the officers is most assential for the 
/ 


ry 
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smocth and peacefal running of the administration. The absence of Pu 
officers for long periods from the rural areas, partienlarly in my s` 
ilaqa, is bound to canse resentment, misunderstanding and worry among 

the people. I hope Government will give iis careful attention to this 

matter and see that the people cf my ilaqa are not put to any bardə 


ship on account of the continued and long absence of the ofricers. 


TLen, there is another point to which I wish to draw the attention of the 

Government and that is this. The cfficers send their tour programmes but + 

cancel them without sending due information in time. The result is that the 

people are put toa great hardship. They wait, wait and wait at the places 

where these cfficers are scheduled to encamp., But after a weary wait they 

: have to go away disappointed as they are informed that the officers concerned 

| have cancelled their tour programmes. I request that this practice must be 
| stopped and the people of my ilaqa should not be put to inconvenience. 


Then, Sir, plying of Buses between Pathankot and Chobu has been stopp- 
ed. Asa result of this the people generally and the militarymen particularly 
are being put to great hardship. This was a convenient means of transpcert 
and the same has been withdrawn. A representation was made to the officers 
concerted -for the revival of the plying of buses on this route but so far 
nothing has been done and end it is not known whether any action will be 


taken in regard to this request or not because so far no reply has been received 
about the representation. I wonld request the Government kindly to redress 


the grievances of my constituents in this respect and permits for the running 
of Buses should be granted at any early date. 


In the end, I would request that salaries of high officers should be reduced 
and those of low-paid cffcials should be increased. Withthese remarks [I 


resume my seat. 
7 wh STAT À AHH S IT HITT 4 
aie aa dt dt ana Ù mA a Get | : 
Shri Lal Chand Prarthi (Kulu) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, afew days ) 
ago wnen the Budget was presented, a large number of speeches were‘ 
made by the hon. Members. Today the demand regarding ‘General 
Adnicistration’ is under discussion and a fairly large number of hon. 
Memvers have given expression to their views on the subject. Some 


expressed satisfaction and pleasure at the Budget and others made it a 


target of vehement criticism. Similar has been the case today. Some bon. 


Members considerei the amount asked for under this Demand as too 
excessive and others tloughbt it necessary in the best interests of the | 


State. I would also like to make a few observations on this Demand. 
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My submission is that the people can feel tne glow of Freedom only 
fom, if thev find*a real change in theér environments and their day to day 
ok dealings with the machinery of the Government running the administratiin 

of the State. For instance, if a poor peasant who has to come in contact 
with the officials of the Revenue and other Departments daily, finds that 


with the dawn of Independence, le has begun to receive a fair deal 

at their hands and be no longer has to grease the palms of the patwari 

or the zilladar etc., then naturally he would think that the change in 

the mentality of the official is the direct outcome of Independence. In 

iii t-e 3ame manner if a common man who daily comes in contact with the law 
courts, begins to reatise a change in the manner of che administration 
of tustice, for instance, he gets cheap and speedy justice, he will 
certainly feel tha glow of Freedom, because ame! he had to offer 
illegal gratification for the attainment of his object 


So what I want to Aviva at is that if a man in the street, in | whatever. 
sphere of life he may be placed, finds a wholesome change-a-change for the. 
betier-a change that mitigates his difficulties in his day-to-day dealings then 
alone can he have tha feeling that nis country is now free and that now. 
he isa citizen of a free country: Now what is the main source of this: 
feeling of realisation of the glow of Freedom? It is the change in the; 
general administration of a State. But what. is the state of affairs, 

\ here ? We find no tangible change. The Budget has beer prepared in; 


the same old hackneyed way. The provisions that have been made in it 
indicate no substantia] or radical change in the items for which they have. 


been earmarked. Fn this connection I may point out that for any revolution. 
it is essential to bring about an intellectual revolation in the masses and 
administration of a State. But in our case although we have won the 


x 


ika Freedom, intellectual revolusion has not come. 


. l Now, Sir, I come to another point. I represent a very backward 
areas. The borders of my constituency touch Tibet and China. The 

}. inhabitants of this area are very poor and illiterate. If unfortunately 
. anybody has to lodge a report ata police station, he cannot do so with- 
out paying rupees five as a bribe, andi the amount of harassment that 

he receives at the hands of the police, is in addition to the financial loss 
that he undergoes due to the corruption prevalent in the police department, 

ev Besides, this evil is not restricted to this Department only, it is rampant 
$ in every sphere of the administration at Kulu, I would request the, 

| Government to root out the evil of oorruption from the administration 

| there and take steps to liquidate illiteracy from amongst the masses. 
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Then another point to which I Wish to draw the attention of the 
Government is this. The posting of officers to Kulu is done as a 
punishment. Thatisif any officer is found to have gone off the rails, he 
is transferred and posted at Kulu, as a matter of punishment, Now, 
Sir, you will see that no officer, who is sent there out of ponishment, 
will ever take interest in his work. My submission, therefore, is that 
postings and transfers of officers at Kula should be made in the normal 
conrse and no officer shonld be made to carry the feeling that he is going 
there as a punishment. If this is done, I hope this will have a salutary 


effect on the administration. 


Now, as you are aware, Sir, Dussehra Festival celebrated at Kulu 
is the finest in India. Now what dothe high officers in the plains do 
on this occasion ? They fix their tour programmes for Kulu during 
the Dushera festival. In other words, they show tothe Government that 
they are going to pay an official visit to Kulu in the discharge of their 
duties, but in reality they go there for merry-making, just to make 
purchases of shawls, apples etc., which are offered for sale during the 
festival. Besides, it is clear that no work can be transacted drring the 
celebraticns. So they eat, drink and make merry and then come back and 
charge their travelling allowances, which I think, area sheer burden on 
the tax-payer. My submission is that they should not fix np their tonr 
programmes during the Dussehra Festival. They should visit Kulu some 
other time so that they may be able to transact work for which they 
take so much trouble to go there. I am sure that their visit on other 
occasions will prove more beneficial to the people of that ilaqa than 
during the celebrations of the Dussehra Festiwal. 


Now I wish to say a few words with regard to the Grow More 
Food Department. In 1947, the floods caused a great damage to tne 
Crops in Kulu. A large number of kuhls were damaged. The Government 
Zave sufficient financial aid but it did not bring about any appreciable 
good. A Committee should be appointed to find out the cause of water 
being still not available in the kuhls. The Goverument should also take 
immediate sreps to remove the deterioration in the administration in 
the Kulu sub-division. 


Shri Babu Dyal (Sohna): (Hindi) Sir, I sm of the opinion that 
the General Administration of the Government for which a demand of 
Rs. 1, 59, 1+. 770 nas been presented to the House is not leading to 
any good of the masses. The term ‘General Administration” includes the 


legislature, Executive and Judiciary. These departments are not 
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functioning in such a manner as may result in the good of the general 
public. Before the attainment of independence, the Congressmen used to 
go to the villages and tell the people that wheu the country became free, 
the rich as well as the poor would get justice and every body would 


have equal opportunities in life. 


As regards the legislature, I notice that we have passed no new 
laws in keeping with the changed conditions. All our legislation centres 
round the old laws. The countries which want to make real progress are 
acting differently. I read in the newspapers, day before yesterday, 
a statement by Professor Govind Rama member of the Caltural Delegation 
who recently returned from China. He siated that all the old Jaws had 
been repealed in that country. Land system in China has been so :eformed 
tnat no such thing as ejectment of tenants can take place in that country. 
Here cases of ejectment of tenants take place every day and there is 
great unrest among them. If anybody pleads their ciuse, he is challaned 
under Section 107. Patweris are causing great harassment to the tenants 
by making false entries in the revenue records. 


The economic problem in China has been solved by distributing land among 
the cultivators. Similar action has been taken in Kashmir. Sheikh Abdullah 
has given land ta those tillers who cultivated it properly, owned oxen 
for this work and depended on it as the only means of their livelihood. 
He went to villages himself and told the caltivators that the land 
belonged to them. He has spent no money in effecting this change. When 
we ask our Government to set the matters right in this State, we are 
told that a system which had existed for decades could not be changed 
allof a sudden. If we inform the. police that there is an apprehension 
of breach of peace on accouut of the strained relations between a certain 
landlord and his tenants, they challan all the tenants and one or two 
servants of the landlord. In my own District the police officers are 
behaving like dictators. A few days back, a yonng man was run over 
by the car driven by a person related to the Superintendent of Police, 
That mano cried for water but nobody supplied him a drop of it and ke 
died, A Police constable kept watch over that young man till he breathed 
his last. Next day his dead body was declared unclaimed and it was 
cremated at the expense of the Municipal Committee. On the third day 
that man’s parents came to the village and they went to the police 
station to lodge a report. They wera put off by the Police who told 
them to bear their bereavement patiently as life and death 
were in God’s hand. When I was told about this incident, I wrote a 
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letter to the bon. Chief Minister. I requested him to order an enquiry 
in to the matter and asthe normal practice jn such cases, to transfer 
the Police officer concerned to some other place. Heasked the Snperintendeng 
of Police, C.1. D. to enyuire into the matten. Before that officer reached 
the district, the Police officer against whom the enquiry was to be 
conducted was informed on the telephone. He ihreatened all the witnésses 
that if tey gave evidence against him, they would have to’ face dire 
consequences. The S. P., C I. D., sent for me and asked me to produce 
any eviderce thatI bad. I told him that it wasno use holding the 
enquiry after informing tke person concerned ‘on the télep: one... What 
was the result of my telling: him thatthing It is now sbeing: said that: , 
the -members of the Legislature are so irresponsihle that they should be 

challaned under Section 182, This is the State of administration in 

our State. . 


7 [The Asse nbly then adjourn +/ till 2 pm. on Thursday the 26th June, 1952). 
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Punjab Legislative Assembly 


THURSDAY, 26TH JUNE, 1952. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 
2 p.m. of the clock, Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Ohair. 


~ 


ime SE eee ED 


QUESTION HOUR. 


k. 
Mr, Speaker: We have great demand upon our time today as 
f ¢ the hon, Chief Minister has to speak at 3-30 p.m. for about an hour. 
I have privately consulted the hon. Members of the House and 
I have decided that the question hour may be dispensed with. I will 
d call upon Sardar Wazir Singh to make his speech. 
F 
t 
; 
E 


A 
ges 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 
| General Administration 


Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi) Sir, the discussion on 


General Administration has been going on in this House since yester- 
day and from the speeches delivered from the Government Benches 


| i as well as from the Opposition Benches it has become clear.that the 
standard of efficiency in the administration has gone very low after 
the partition. 


h 
fe 


x 


i 


x, Mr. Speaker: I may inform the hon. Members that criticism 
© on police during this discussion would be regarded as relevant. 


pr ee 
by | . 
į al Sardar’ Wazir Singh: The members of the Opposition who have - 
taken part in the debate have mainly criticised the heavy expenditure 

and efficiency of the administration. I honestly believe that efficiency 
in the Government administration has deteriorated very much since 
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the partition and expenditure has also swelled beyond all ‘reasonable 
limits. I would, therefore, ask the Members sitting on the Treasury 
Benches who have been so vociferous in their criticism against the 
Government to vote against the Government when the question of 


passing this Demand comes up before the House. If they fail to do 
so then it would mean that they have merely wasted time and public 
money by criticising the Government. In such a case it would be 
better if they make speeches in accordance with the instructions of 
their party. If they had not made long speeches criticising the Govern- 
ment the discussion on General Administration for which two days 
have been allotted would have concluded in one day and there would 
have been a saving of thousands of rupees’ to the State 
exchequer. 


In order to criticise the General Administration, I would dwell 
upon two points, namely, efficiency and expenditure. With regard to 
efficiency in the administration, all my friends have said with one voice 
that efficiency has deteriorated very much since the partition. In 
such circumstances we have to consider how we can tone up the 
administration. No Government can run successfully unless its 


administration is efficient. 


I may submit. Sir, that after the attainment of freedom our 
officers have begun to feel that under the present regime, efficiency 
and merit do not find any recognition and that favours can be got by 
fawning upon the officers. _ There can be no doubt tha: during tlie 
British regime efficiency was at its highest level. The European offic rs 
had great regard for really efficient men and they gave them accelera- 
ted promotions. At that time administration was of a high order. As 
time passed and this Government held the reins of office the level of 
efficiency became gradually low. So I would like to inform the 
Government through vou Sir, that so long as efficiency in the adminis- 
tration does not improve, it would be difficult to better the lot of 
the people. There are two main factors which go to improve the 
efficiency in the administration. Firstly, the officers should be made 
to realise that efficiency and merit alone should be the test for pro- 
motion and secondly there should be no interference in the adminis- 
tration by the Ministers. What we find today is that whenever our 
Ministers go on tour they are pestered by their voters and supporters 
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to do many things for them. Someone would demand that he be 
allotted land ina particular village. So, under pressure our Ministers 
have to ask the Deputy Commissioners to accommodate these persons. 
The Deputy Commissioners in order to please the Ministers have to 


grant the requests of these people and while doing so they also favour 


their own men with the result that the deserving persons are ejected 
from their lands and asked to go to other villages. 


Fortunately or unfortunately our hon. Chief Minister has been 
returned from my district. I know that there is a class of his supp- 
orters who regard themselves as the real Chief Minister and there are 
others who regard themselves as ministers. All his voters assume high 
airs and regard themselves to be not less powerful than Deputy Com- 
missioners. All these people are lowering the standard of adminis- 
tration. 


Sir, there is so much interference by the Ministers in the day to 
day administration that it has become impossible for the officers to 
work independently. The Ministers go to the extent of trying to 
influence the decisions in judicial cases and succeed in getting the 
cases withdrawn or hushed up. (Voices from the ministerial benches : 
Will you give concrete examples?) I am not permitted by the hon. 


Speaker to give the names of any persons but if I were permitted to 
do so I am afraid it willbe a long list and will no doubt extend 
easily to 200 pages. 


Now I advert to the heavy expenditure which is the unhappy 
feature of the present administration. Ours is already a deficit State and 
there is great need for making economy in Government expenditure. 
But it appears that our Ministers are not fully alive to the financial 
weakness of our State and they have put more burden on its poor 
finances by increasing the number of Ministers from 5 to 8. Our 
Ministers are drawing fat salaries and those officers who were drawing 
Rs. 1,000 per mensem before the partition are now getting Rs. 3,500 
per mensem. 


It is beyond the slender and meagre resources of this poor and 
shattered State to bear the expenditure of eight Ministers, five Deputy 
Ministers, nine Parliamentary Secretaries and one Chief Parliamentary: 
Secretary. Nor is it proper for us to have such a top-heavy adminis- 
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tration when the people are wallowing in poverty and are finding it 

difficult to make both ends meet. Instead of trylng to save as 

much money as possible from the General Administration and ear mark- 

ing it for the beneficent departments, the Government seems to be 

bent upon spending the maximum amount on the General Administra- 

tion. Funds such as Special Development Fund and Peasants 

Welfare Fund, for which money used to be provided for the 

benefit of the poor in the Budgets of previous years, have been totally 
abolished. ` + 


The condition of administration is going from bad to worse due 
to the undue interference of those who are ċonnected with the Minis- 
ters or are their camp followers. Whenever the Ministers go on tour, 
these people accompany them, put undue infiuence on the officers 
and manage to get things done by intimidating them. Ifthe number 
of Ministers has been increased from 5 to 8 and this strength is to 
continue, I would appeal to them in the name of God to stop going 


on tours because it results in undue interference with the work of 
administration. 


Now, I want to say something with regard to the administration 
of justice. It is very important that justice should be expeditiously 
administered. Inordinate delay in the decision of cases, whether 
civil or criminal, results in great hardship and expense to the people 
involved. Many months are wasted in the investigation of simple 
cases and the under-trials rot in jails for a number of years before 
final judgment is passed in cases against them The process of law 
is so slow and expensive that if in the meanwhile there is a change of 
Government, it has its effect on the sub-judice cases The steel scandal. 
cases and the fate they ultimately met is an instance of this kind. : 
After spending thousands of rupees these cases were ultimately with- 
drawn by the Government. Will the Government inform me under 
what law and rule they have been withdrawn ? 


I feel, Sir, that justice shall never be available to the poor so 


long as the executive and the judiciary are not separated. There is 

no gainsaying the fact that the separation of judiciary from the -A 
executive is a matter of vital importance. The position at present is 
that the Magistrate who is a subordinate of the Deputy Commissioner 
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dare not decide any case in which the former has any interest for fear 


of his character roll being spoiled or his promotion stopped. Is this 


the independence of the Judiciary whichis today recognised to be the 


principal requisite for the proper administration of justice ? 


So long as Judiciary is not freed from Executive interference 
individual liberty will remain a mockery and mis-carriage of justice 
will continue! The Magistrates should, therefore, be directly under 
the control of the High Court and the Deputy Commissioner should 
have no concern with them. This reform is the crying need of the 


hour. 


Now, let me tell you, Sir, what this Government, which is never 
tired of professing to be representative of. the people in the rural 
areas, has done for their sake. By its bungling policy it has created 
bad blood between the tenants and the landlords. The legislation 
that was passed to stop the ejectment of tenants has, instead of creat- 


ing happy relations between the two, fanned the fire of strife and 


further strained their relations. The result of this muddle-headed 


policy is visible in the frequent quarrels between the Zamindars and 


the tenants and the murders of the tenants. The Act enacted witha 


view to safeguarding the rights of the tenants has done good neither 


to them nor to the Zamindars. 


Sir, what I want to urge is that if the Government has really 
at heart the interests of the rural people it should set up a Committee 


and try to reduce expenditure with its help. I see no justification for 


paying more than Rs. 100/- per mensem as compensatory allowance 
to the Members of this House. After sitting for a few days, the. 
Members run to their home districts every week and the Government 
has to incur expenditure to the tune of thousands of rupees in the 
shape of their travelling allowances. Instead of continuing this 
Session for two months with frequeait recesses and thus wasting 
time, it should be better if it is finished in 20 to 25 consecutive 
sittings.- This will at least save the time of the Members of the 


our 


Opposition. l o; 

Shri Teg Ram : (Khuian Sarwar) (Hindi) : Sir, I beg to submit 
that the Bri'ish had been ruling over this country with the help of the 
services. They had recruited officers ın the I.C. S., P.C. S. and 


(8) 6 Punjab Legislative Assembly (26th Jone, 1952 


(Shri Teg Ram] 


the Police simply to keep the people of this country slaves. Under 
the instructions of the British, the attitude of the Government officers 
used to be very stiff. They meted out harsh treatment to the public 
They used to live with great pomp and show and this grandeur and 
aloofness was intended to prevent the public from raising their voice 
against the Government. The British rulers had trained these services 
in such a way that they used to remain aloof from the public. They 
were asked to live like that because the British rulers did not wish 
that they should mix with the public and get an opportunity of hear- 
ing anything against the administration. [ am pained to find that 
our Government has also patronised the same services. [ want to 
point out to the hon. Members that the same officers, who adopted 
unsympathetic attitude towards the people as the British wanted them 
to do, and served them for periods ranging from twenty to thirty 
years, and who tried their utmost to maintain the British rule in this 
country and crush the patriots are even today found in large numbers 
in the services. How can these officers, who during the British 
regime had tried to preserve their rule and always tried to suppress 
the Congress movement, be expected to be loyal to the Congress and 
the Congress Government? They are claiming to be loyal to the 
Congress Government simply because they know that they are its 
paid employees! In fact, they are against the Congress and are 
carrying on propaganda against it. The Government should have no 
faith in them. Some of the hon. Members have been obliged to point 
out to the Government that these Government servants do not care to 
carry out the instructions issued by it. [want to point out to the 
hon. Ministers that we cannot expect these officers to work out the 
Policies chalked out by the wovera:nent. How can the General 
Administration of our Government be satisfactory when it is being 
run with the help of.such officers who used tə send the patriots to 
jail by making the capitalists and big jagirdars give evidence for the 
prosecution? Under such circumstances how can we feel any substantial 
change after the attainment of freedom? 


Sir, I want to draw the attention of the House to the form of 
Government, which Mihatma Gandhi desired. He was not for a 
bureaucratic form of Govern2nt or a Governnent which may be 
run by the services. He wanted that the Government should be run 
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with the object of serving the people. He desired that the Govern- 
ment officials should reduce their expenditure and draw smaller 
salaries. He particularly wanted that the expenditure on administra- 
tion should be brought down. 


Further, I am grieved to point out that these Government 
officers are responsible for the failure of the Sarvodya Scheme of 
Mahatma Gandhi, under which a number of workers were being 
trained for the last two years. Some days back I had the opportunity 
of meeting some workers of this scheme at Jullundur. They had 
spent 15 to 20 years of thier lives in the service of the country. They 
told me that they had been treated as sweepe-s by these officers of the 
Congress Government simply because these workers did not wish to 
adopt a stiff attitude towards the public. They wear Khaddi and 
scrub the floors themselves. These officers have not liked the Sat vodya 
Scheme or the work done by the persons trained under it. Then Sir, 
I want to place a few facts rezarding Tehsil Fazilka before the House. 
My hon. Friend from Nurpur, has already made a reference to certain 
happeuings. [he zamindars of village Khatwan, caught hold of some 
cultivators working in the fields of village Sherauwala in, tehsil 
Fazilka and kent them behind closed doors for six hours. They 
gave them severe beating. Ihe police has not so far taken any action 


against those zamindars. 


This happened in Sheranwala. Another similar incident occurred 
in that very village. Two persons whose clothes were smeared with 
blood were unable to get a medical certificate till four days after tne 
occurrence, Many such incidents have taken place in Faziika Tehsil. 
On the twenty-first the Commissioner paid a visit to that village but 
another incident of « similar nature took place at Sheranwala on the 
very next day A person was caught and forcibly prevented from going 
and making a complaint tə the police. His hands and feet were tied At 
village Nihal Khera a kisan was beaten mercilessly by a zamindar in 
the presence of a policeman. He received severe injuries on his head 
When h2 was removed to hospital he was in a precarious condition and 
could not eat or drink anything. Even milk could not go down his 
throat. It is strange that even in these circumstances, no report was 
lodged with the plolice for eight days. There is a kisan named 
Manslia Ram of the same vi.lage. The whole of his produce was 
taken away by the zamindar but no action was taken in the matter. 
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[Shri Teg Ram] 
During the last two months there have been numerous reports of 
ejectments of tenants but the Government takes no notice of them. 


The condition of Government employees is such that for a copy of 
the Girdawari the patwari demands one hundred rupees from a poor , 
Kisan. If the hon. Members happen to go to Fazilka, they will see 
that the conditions prevailing there are deplorable. In village Waryam 


Khera a Kisan named Jetha Ram was beaten mercilessly but nobody 
listened to his complaint. In fact lawiessness prevails everywhere. | 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: (Ludhiana Sadr) (Punjabi): Sir, the = 
demand for a sum of Rs. 1,59,14,770 in respect of General Administ- 
ration is before us for consideration. In this connection my view is 
that such a large amount for General Administration is nothing but 


a burden on our poor finances. 


In the first place, we can easily save a sum of rupees one lakh 
and a half by passinga resolution in favour of abolishing the 
Legislative Council, which serves no useful purpose. (An hon. 
Member: Then why not abolish the lower House as well?) If the 
hon. Members think that no useful purpose is served by the Lower 
House and that it is incapable of doing any useful work for the people 
of the State, then it can also be abolished (An hon. Member: In that 
way the Upper House also serves a useful purpose by revising our 
legislative measures). But I consider it superfluous. There may 
be some people who will demand that there should be another House 
to which the measures passed by the existing two Hovses should 
go and thus there will be no end to this. This isa weakness on our 
part. We can do without the Upper House and it should be aboli- 
shed to save unneccssary expenditure. 


Another item from which saving can be effec'ed is the number 
of high salaried officers in the Civil Secretariat. At present it is 
being run on the same old bureaucratic lines. There is a large 
number of off.cers in the Secretariat who do no useful work. In 
addition to the Secretaries of departments, there are various posts 
of Additional Secretaries, Joint Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries and 
Under secretaries and what not! .Who knows that the need of having 
Supreme -ecretaries may also arise at. any time! In a State comp- a 
rising thirteen districts only, a large number of officers have been 
appointed. There are Directors. Deputy Directors, Additional 
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Directors and so on in the various departments which are a needless 
burden upon this State. In Simla, in certain departments, the 
systein of appointing officers on special duty has come into vogue. 
: These are generally sinecure posts. I would strongly urge upon 
the Government the necessity of effecting economy in expenditure 
~ by abolishing such posts. Why does the Government not abolish 
the posts of Commissioners and reduce the number of Financial 
Commissioners? They have no work to do. I often read in the 
newspapers that they go about and perform opening ceremonies of 
E i various libraries and art exhibitions. Can’t we find other respectable 
citizens who can do such work? In this manner we will be saving 

! | lakhs of rupees. e 


Sir, another item to which the attention of the members needs 
to be drawn is that of the expenditure on the hon. Ministers. A sum 
of Rs, 4,67,420 has been provided for them. The figure 420 is 
significant. (Laughter) (An hon. Member: But they should not practise 
it with the public.) Another burden that they are going to impose 
upon the people is that of the Deputy Ministers, They have caught 
this “disease” from some other large States in India. They do not 
seem to realize that ours is a small and poor State and cannot afford 
to incure such heavy expenditure. Asa matter of fact, the Govern- 
ment should not do such things and abuse the term lok raj, There 
appears to be no ‘lok raj’ here. In fact, it is the brown bureaucracy 
that controls the affairs of this State. The Ministers have thrown 
the past promises and pledges to the winds. For instance, a certain 
percentage was reserved in the services for rural people due to their 
backwardness and lack of educational facilities etc., By construing 
the words of the constitution in a particular way, they have wriggled 


= out of their pledges. Now the percentage of the rural persons in 
services has been gradually decreasing and these have been 


monoplized by the urban people. 


Another useless expenditure is that connected with the Public 

Relations Department. In this connection, I would like to point 

out that this department was created by the British rulers in India 

e in order to get recruits for the army during the War. Now there 
te appears to be no necessity of keeping a Director, two Deputy 
Directors, nine Public Relations Officers at the headquarters and 

thirteen in the districts. Whatever publicity he Government wishes 
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to do can be easily carried out by means of radio broadcasting. In a 
cities, people hear every announcement made by the Government . 
on the radio. AS a matter of fact what is needed is that the 
Government should instal radio sets in the villages. The P.enchayats 
can contribut: half the cost price and the recurring expenditure. 
I think this useless expenditure on this Department can be avoided. 


A 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITEE. 
Mr, Speaker: Before I call upon any other hon. Member 7 


to express his views, I want to announce the names of the hon. = 
Members, whom this House has elected for servingeon the Public 
Accounts Committee. They are— 
1. Shri Keda: Nath Saigal, 
2. Shri Balwant Rai Tayal, 
3. Shri Amir Chand Gupta, 
4, Shri Chuni Lal 
5. Sardar Gurdial Singh (Kartarpur) , 
6. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade, ` 
7. Shri Ram Kishan, 
8, Sbri Sri Chand and 
9. Sardar Wazir Singh. j 
| These nine gentlemen have been elected as Members of the 
| Public Accounts Committee. I have the power of appointing one of 
| these Members as Chairman of the Committee and in exercise of that 
power, I appoint Shri Kedar Nath Saigal to that office. 
- Shri Nand Lal (Kirnal): (Hindi), Sir, this is the tiith day 
since the budget has been under discussion and most of the hon, | 
Members who have expressed their views about it regarded it their duiy -= 


| to attack the services. The Members of the Opposition went to the extent r 
oí saying that the services did no work because they knew that 
| promotions were obtained with the help of recommendations and not on 
the basis of work. some ot my hon Friends made wholesale condein- 
) nation of the services. In my opinion such thing discourage the 


services, 


ln the first place, we should see whether the members of 
the services are traitors t^ this State. Secondly, we have to examine 3 
their way of working. As regards the first test, I take pride in saying “ 
that our services are better than those in most of the other countries. 
At the time of partition of the country, the communal forces were 
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very strong. One group of people wanted to establish Jatistan and 
another wanted to create Khalistan. Members of the services saved 
our State from these disrap:ive forces at a very critical time They 
maintained law and order in a very efficient manner. We know 
about the conditions which prevailed in Nepal, Burma and Indonesia 
under similar circumstances. What happened in Russia after the 
overthrow of the Czars’ regime? Bloodshed and murder went on in 
that country from 1919 to 1925 and thousands of people lost their 
lives. This isan historical fact which nobody can deny. 


Our services acted very honestly and efficiently and saved the 
country from bloodshed and disaste: It should not be forgotten that when 
Kashmir acceded to India; our engineers completed the construction 
of sixty-five miles long road from Pathankot to Jammu in a short periot 
of three months. Three bridges had to b: constructed for the completion 
of thisroad, They did this work with a full sense of patriotism and 
they deserve our appreciation. Recently, Shri Ashwani Kumar, who 
isa Superintendent of Police in our State went to Saurashtra for 
restoring law and order there and he succeeded in his task. We should 
take pride in such officers. As regards the internal administration 
of the State ... . ...... (Interruptions). l 


Mr. Speaker: If interruptions continue like this, I shall have 
to ta’ e serious notice of them. 


Shri Nand Lal: So far as internal administration in the State 
is concerned, we have to examine this matter from a different angle. We 
have inherited this adiministration from the British, who had 
trained their officers to administer the country in a narticular manner. 
The conditions have now changed and we want our officers to mix 
with the people in order to know their needs and difficulties. We 
shall be able to make our officers act in that manner, but it will take 
some time Change in their outlook cannot be brought about all of 
a sudden. This has to be done by a gradual process. Moreover, how 
cin we blame the services for not changing their outlock when we | 
notice in this House that like members of the Opposition, our own 
members start criticising the Government and they forget about the 
party to which they belong. What can the services understand, 
when our own Members do not do so? Criticism is always welcome but 
it should be a considered and constructive criticism. 


Then, Sir, it has been said that the number of Ministers is very 


(8) 12 Punjab Legislative Assembly [26th June ,1952 


[Shri Nand Lal] 


large and the amount of expenditure fncurred on them is too heavy. 
Before 1949, the Governors only used torule the provinces. Those 
were the days of foreign autocratic rule. Now we have got democratic 
Government in the country and a number of persons are required to 
administer differnt branches of the administration. The hon. Chief 
Minister should appoint even more Ministers if the work so demands. 
Democratic form of Government is always very expensive. What is 
the number of Ministers and Deputy Ministers in the West Bengal? How 
many Ministers are therein England and what is the number of 
Secretaries in America? if we compare the number of Ministers here 
With that in other countries, we will find that the number of our 
Ministers is not large. The cost of administration in other democratic 
countries is much higher than in our country. I admit that the 
mentality of our officers has not changed but it will certainly change 
if we cooperate with them and encourage tiem. Mistakes 
are likely to occur è but these can be reetified 
if we point them out to the proper authorities. For example, 
a certain person in Karnal refused to give evidence according to the 
wishes of the police. His arms license was cancelled, but when this 
fact was brought to the notice of the authorities, they agreed to restore 
it. If we cooperate with our officers, we can bring about the required 
change and our administration will improve. fhere are certain 
matters ... 


S rdar Ajmer Singh: Does the hon. Membe: want the office of 
Deputy Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries to be honorary? 


Shri Nand Lal: That isa different matter. I was submitting 
that there are certain things to which [ want to draw the attention of 


the Government. I find that while a Tensildar gets saventv rupees 


per month on account of horse alluwance, a Naib Tehsildar gets sixty 
rupees and a Kanungo gets thirty five rupees only. May I know 
whether Kanungo’s horse eats less than that of the Tehsildar? The 
Government should change such practices which have become quite out 
of date. 


There is no doubt that we are bound by contrasts in the matter ` 
of pay and other terms of service with regard to some of the high- 
paid officers and we cannot reduce their salaries or remove them 
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from service, but if we lower the grades of the new entrants, a 
considerable sum of money can be saved. The old incumbents will 
retire in a few years and our expenditure will gradually decrease. 
As regards the low-paid employees, whose dearness allowance has 
been increased by five rupees per mensem, I feel that this increase 
is too small. The Government should consider ways and means of 
increasing the emoluments of the low-paid employees. It was 
stated on behalf of the Government that special pays have been 
abolished, but I find that Sub Divisional Officers and Executive 
Engineers who have been posted in the Designs Office of Bhakra 
Project have been recently given special pay of one hundred rupees 


or fifty rupees per mensem. Itis the duty of the Government to 
put an end to these things. 


Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon (fhabil) (Punjabi): Sir, while 
supporting the Budget as a whole I also want to look at it from the 
view-point of effecting economy wherever possible. I find that there 
is more scope for economy under this Demand than any other. It is 
a matter for gratification that the Government has decided to abolish 
special pays in the case of the posts whose salary exceeds Rs. 500/- 
p. m. and this announ.ement has been rightly hailed with applause 
by a majority of the members barring a few who have PE the 
Government even in this matter. i 

\. . 

The Finance Minister has explained why this cut has not been 
applied to the officers who formerly belonged to the Secretary of 
State’s services. My submission in this regard is that we should not, 
even after the attainment of independence, look upon them as a 
privileged class of civil servants. The contracts which an alien Govern 
ment entered into with them should not now be considered valid and 
binding. So far as the hope of their voluntarily surrendering their 
special pays is concerned, Iam doubtful about it, for no one likes to 
forego a portion of one’s emoluments. 


If it is not taken asa reflection on the Governor's behaviour, 


I might also suggest that he should set a good example by curtailing 
expenditure on his establishment. The Governor’s dignity is not 
dependent upon the strength of his establishment or high salary. It 
is his status which lends dignity to him. I hope he will come to the 
rescue of the Government at this time of financial stringency and give 
a lead to other high officers. 
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Besides this, I consider expenditure on Commissioner’s office 
to be absolutely unnecessary. Its abolition was a subject of discussion @ 
even in the pre-partition days and it is now generally realized that it 
serves no Other purpose than that ot a ‘post office’ between the 
district administration and the Secretariat. By its abolition, Govern- m~ 
ment can save a sum of Rs. 2,67,000 annually. 


I would then make a submission to the Chief Minister to do 
away with the classification of Government offices into class I, II, III í 
and IV, as a result of which the scales of superintendents, assistants, = 
senior clerks and junior clerks are not uniform in all the offices. It 
serves no useful purpose. On the other hand, it operates harushly on 
the employees of lower offices such as that of D. C’s, office etc., 
who have generally more work than the Secretariat staff. I know 
for certain that the Treasury clerks in every district do more onerous 
and substantial work in preparing accounts than the clerks in the 
Accountant-General’s office, The abolition of this classification 
in Pakistan was hailed everywhere with jubilation. 


Now I have to say something with regard to the administration 
of the border areas. Prior to the partition, normal methods of 
administration were all right for the border districts, but with the 
change of environments a radical change in them is called for. The 
districts of Amritsar, Gurdaspur and Ferozepore have owing to their 
proximity to the border become the haunts of criminals, thieves 
dacoits, assassins and smugglers and I am definitely of the view 
that the old methods of administration and maintaining of law }. 
and order will not help the Government in the changed circumstances. | 
To make myseli clear, l cite an instance. A Sub-Inspector of Police 
was murdered in Attari and the assassins managed to escape. They 
were caught lut ultimately were acquitted by the High Court. 
‘Later on they were shot dead by the Police. But following the old, 
hackneyed practice the Government decided to visit reprisals on the 
innocent people of villages such as Attari, Attalgarh and Dande by 
imposing on their inhabitants a punitive fine. The people of these 
three villages are mostly educated and advanced people and 
thousands of rupees were realized from them, in spite of repeated 
representations, the punitive pol ce post posted there has not been 


removed. Dande is inhabited by Harijans who are occupancy tenants 
and are quite well-to do. 
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Sir, it is time the Government realized that these border 


: districts have a special importance of their own and should be 
= treated as privileged areas and earmarked for special schemes and 
` projects of rural development aiming at the moral, material, social 
and economic uplift of the pecple so that a reorientation in the 

7 habits of the people inhabiting them may be brought about and 


they might give up their tendency to evil ways and their next 
generation may at any rate be free from tbe pernicious influence 
of these bad habits, In every country, border people are treated 
> with special consideration. I regret to have to point out that nothing 
so far has come out of Government’s promise to provide greater 
irrigation facilities to these areas in the form of tube-wells. On 
the other hand, the rate of abiana has been enhanced. When we 
talk to the Ministers on a personal level, they hold out to us hopes 
of its reduction, but it appears that nothing is proposed to be done. 
Even at the risk of being considered selfish in certain quarters, I 
would suggest that if the rate of abiana cannot for the present be 
reduced in the whole State, the Government should immediately 
sanction this reduction in the case of border districts in view of 
their special circumstances. These districts should for the same 


reasons be exempted from land revenue also. 


Shri Maru Singh Malik (Sampla) (Hindi): Sir, from the 
speeches delivered on this demand in the House, it has become 
clear that an overwhelming majority of Members is of the opinion 
that all is not well with the administration of this State. If the 

| Ministers sitting on the Treasury Benches have any regard for the 
Members of this House, after hearing their well-expressed views 
they would have no other alternative but to alter and modify the 
g allocation of expenditure under this Demand. If no heed is paid 

to their suggestions with regard to the distribution of expenditure 

under this Demand, they should be as good as their words and try 

to throw out this Budget. In my opinion, a good amount of 

money can be saved from the expenditure proposed for general 


administration. 


{ am referring to the Civil Supplies Department. We can save 
> Rs. 35 lakhs by abolishing this department which is not only 
unnecessary but is also lowering the morals of the people. It has 


made people dishonest. It is not possible to get anything according 
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to one’s requirement by fair means. If we have to get anything á 


through this department, we must overstate our demand becanse 
it is not possible to get an honest deal from it. 


Some time back I required two bags of cement for carrying ~ 
out some repairs to my house and I applied for it to the Civil Supplies | | 
Department. g 


Mr. Speaker: I would ask the hon. Member not to refer 
to the Civil Supplies Department but to confin: his discussion to j E 
the General Administration. (Voices: This department is included ! 
in the General Administration), 


Sori Maru Singh Malik: Sir, I was saying that I applied for : 
two bags of cement for repairs to my house but the pity of it was | 
that this department sanctioned oniy one bag. I wondered why my | 
minimum demand was curtailed by 59%. I had no idea of profit 

- making by selling it in the black market. The officials incharge | 
told me that if I wanted two bags of cement I would have applied 
for ten. On hearing this I made a firm resolve that I would never | + | 
apply, for anythin, to t e Civil Supplies Department. I am, under | 
these circumstances, constrained to remark that if the Government 
wants to raise the morals of the people, it must abolish the Civil 


Supplies Department atonce. 
Minister for Civil Supplies: Atonce! why not gradually. 


Shri Maru Singh Malik: Then, Sir, I would like to draw the 
attention of the hon. Ministers to the fact that when they did not 
occupy the ministerial benches they were of the opinion that 
there should not be more than five ministers in this State. But 


4 


it appears that on seeing the glamour of the office they have suddenly 

| changed their views and have silently acquiesced in having eight 
Ministers. Besidesths there will be Deputy Ministers, Parliamentary 
Secretaries and Private Parliamentary Secretaries... se. ... + 


Minister for Loca] Government: But where are they ? 


Shri Maru Singh Malik: The hon, Minister should know that A 
a provision for them has been made in the Budget. Moreover, Sir, 
effort has been made to delude the public into thinking that the 
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Ministers will not draw travelling allowance and there will be 
considerable saving to the State exchequer. But this is not the 
case The Ministers have been provided with motor cars and the 
gross expenditure in this connection amounts to Rs 1,10,000 whereas 
the . total travelling allowance of the Ministers previously used to 
be 99,816. The cost of motor cars amounts to Rs. 2,34,500 and in 
addition to this the cost of petrol, tyres, tubes, rental of garages 
etc., and other miscellaneous expenditure aggregates to Rs. 52,746 
Besides this, pay of drivers, mechanics and assistants together with 
their allowances etc., comes to Rs. 71,810/-. These motor cars will 
become unserviceable after two or three years and the public money 
which has been spent on the purchase of the:e cars will go waste. 


Besides this, Sir, in connection with the Grow=More-Food 
Scheme, the sum of Rs, 50,090 has been provided in the Fudget 
for killing monkeys and jackals who damage the crops. If this 
amount had been utilised on some productive venture it would have 
yielded better results. Moreover, jeeps have been provided to the 
officers of the Agriculture Department for making tours in villages. 
I would submit that the development of agriculture cannot be 
brought about by providing jeeps but the Government should devote 
more attention towards providing irrigation facilities to the zamindars. 
It is the water supply that can convert deserts and waste lands in 
the State into fertile and cultivable land. Moreover, when the 
Ministers go on tour in villages they sometimes create dissensions 
among different classes of people in the rural areas. The result of 
it is that they get involved in litigation. This results in the waste 
of time and money of poor zamindars who undertake repeated 
journeys to attend long drawn-out hearings and the cumulative 
effect of their absence is that the work of agricuiture remains 
neglected. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: (Hissar Sadr) (Hindi): Sir, the Demand 
for General Administration is being discussed-in this House for 
the last two days. I do not object to the hon. Members on the 
Opposition Benches saying that we on the Government Benches 
should get less time to speak in this House but I would certainly 
object to their saying this that we should discuss the matters in 
‘our party meetings instead of discussing them in this House. Sir, 
you will recollect that on the day when this Demand wa; taken up 
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[Captain Ranjit Singh] 
for discussion, you asked the Leader vf the Opposition to initiate 
the debate but { was sorely disappointed whea he said that he had 


nothing to say about it. 


Mr, Speaker: I do not expect this kind of thing from the ` 
hon. Member and I woul l asx him not to pass such remarks. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Then, Sir, another hon. Member cf 
the Opposition had to initiate the debate. It appears that the 
Leader of the Opposition is getting training for making constructive au 
suggestions to the Government. I can say that the members of 
the Opposition only indulge in criticism of the Government for the 


mere sake of criticism 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: I do not expect from an old parliamentarian 
to talk in such a manner. With your permission Sir, I will request 
my hon. Friend Shri Ranjit Singh to withdraw his remarks. His 
words that the Leader of the Opposition does not know how to 
speak consticute a reflection on him, 


Mr. Speaker: When I have myself objected to these remarks 4 
the question of asking the hoa, Member to withdraw thein does not 


arise. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Sir, administration is the touch-stone of every 
Government. If the administration is good, the Government is good and 
vice versa. So long as the general administration of a country is not of 
a high standard it cannot progress in any sphere of life whether social, 
economic or educational. I admit that there has never been such 
a thing as a perfect system of administration; perfection is rare 
in human affairs. Errors and mistakes are bound to creep in even í 
in the most fool-proof systems. But, my submission is that so 
far as is humanly possible, efforts must be made to give the 
people a good, efficient and just administration. 


=, 


t 
~$ 


Now, Sir, I want to point out to you some of the causes which 
have tended to mar the efficiency of our administration. Al the 
defects in our administrative machinery are the outcome of the 
confused and muddle headed policies of this Government- It has ; 


failed conspicuously to chalk out a clear-cut policy for the guidance 
of its officers. In all, the four burning problems that face this 


Origfinal with; 
Pung§b Vidhan Sabha $ 
Digi i zed by; t 


Panj 


4q — I 


Original with; 

Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 

Panjab Digital Library” 


General Administration (8) 19 


State today, namely, the construction of the new Capital, the 
construction of the Bhakra and Nanga! Dam the Consolidation 
o: Holdings and the enhanced rate of abiana the Government has 
created a mes, by its halting and half hearted policy. Our Friends 
sitting oa ‘he Treasury Benches who duriig the elections were never 
tired of assuring the poor peasants of reverting to the previous 
rate of abiana are today sitting compiacently without feeling 
in the least any obligation to honour their commitments. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The rateof abiana was increased by the 
Cabinet of which the hon. Member was a Minister. 


Captian Kanjit Singh: Sir, itis just like catching a gentleman 
for the offence of a thief who has managed to escape. The decision 
to enhance the rate of abiana was taken by the Government of which 
I was not a Minister It was the present Chief Minister and the 
present Irrigation Minister during whose tenure of office this increase in 
abisna was made and this blaine is being unnecessarily hurled on us, 
because we had to implement it. The way this Government has 
tackled the que:tion of abiana shows the confusion that 
is prevaning in the minds of its Ministers. The money provided for 


expenditure on gereral administration this year represents an 
increase of Rs. 8 lakhs over the provision made last year. On the 


one hand the Government is increasing expenditure on administration 
and on the other hand it says that it has not got enough 
funds for providing relief to the scarcity affected people. Though 
this is a small increas: in expenditure, yet it shows the mentality 
of the Government. 


= Then, Sir, on page 360 of the Schedule of New Expenditure, 
you will find a provision of Rs. 30,000/- for the repairs of Circuit 
House at Amritsar. J wonder if anybody besides the Governor 
uses that Circuit House. The people who are now occuping the 
Treasury Benches and the high ranking Government officers are 
in my opinion not fit to stay in such palatial buildings. Sir, permit 
me to read out a note in this connection:— 


The condition of the Circuit House, Amritsar has improved asa 
result of special repairs curried out during the year 194%—1949 
at un estimated cost of Rs. 9.460 butit is still not fit for use by 
His Excei! ncy the Governor and cther high ranking officess, who 
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visit Amrilsar from time to ‘ime. It is, therefore proposed to 
carry out additional special repairs to this buiidiag as well as ce-tain 
electric and sanitary installations therein at an estimated cost of 
about Rs. 30,000, This amount is, therefcre, 'equired for 
expenditure during 1952—1953. 


These buildings were originally meant for the convenience of persons 
of a different type. So far as our Minister for Development is concerned, 
I can say from personal knowledge that he is made of such stern stuff 
that he can pass a night on bags of cotton seeds. Lhe whole of this 
scheme has been made with a view to pleasing the Governor. This 
expenditure is absolutely unnecessaay and the amount provided there- 
for can easily be saved. 


Then, Sir, we do not need so many officers as have been sanctioned 
for various departments. The chief cause of the bloated strength of 
officers is that the services of all those who opted for India had -o be 
accepted by us. 

Shri Wadhawa Ram (Fazilka) (Punjabi): Sir, I would tell 
you how the General Administration in our State causes inconv:nience 
and harassment to the general public. The British Government having 
noticed the strength which the movement of freedom was gaining, 
took up control over the General Administration in its own hands. 
It left very little powers in the hands of the representatives of the 
public The work of General Administration which was in the hands of 
the Central Government was entrusted by it to the members of the 
covenanted services. ` 


Then, Sir, we find that dyarchy is still in existence in our country | 


I am surprised to note that we are not authorised to vote the 
provi ion of Rs. 39540/- on account of the salary and other expenditure 
of the Governor, though we can discuss it. We are obliged to pass 
it without making any alteration init. I request the hon. Ministers 
to have full powers of administration in their hands, since they are 
representatives of the masses. They should not depend completely 
upon their secretaries and under secretaries. If they are capable 
enough to run the administration they do not need the help of 
secretaries and under-secretaries. These posts can be safely reduced, 
The work of each Department can be carried out by a Superintendent. 
If this is done, we shall be able to save a large amount. What is 
actually being done is that is every Departmeat there is a secretary, 
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an urder-secretary and a number of other officers. Most of them are 


superfluous, 
r 
. Then, Sir, we find that the Deputy Commissioner of a 
District, who has the feeling that the Chief Minister cannot harm him 
p has his own way of working. Whenever the hon. Chief Minister 


happens to visit his District, he is generally able tu please him 


with words. 


: The amount of Rs 84,000/- i e. Rs 7000/- per month on account 
. of the salary of the Financial Commissioners is very large. As a 
| matter of fact these officers are running the whole administration. 
The administration should be in the hands of the representatives 


| of the public and not in the hands of I. C. S officers. 


{n the year 1947, just after partition, our Prime Minister said 
that our administration was like a black blanket. He promised that 
its blackness would be removed within a short time. But we find 
that it has not been done. The undesirable elements are still there. 
The hon. Ministers should take the public into their confidence. 
They should hear what the public says, ponder over its suggestions 
and try to run the administration on those lines. They should in no 
case depend upon the present administrative machinery, which was 
set up by the British Government to suppress the Indian masses. 
I, therefore, request the hon. Ministers to go about without the aid 
of the Police or any other officers, because nobody will entertain any 
i evil intention about them if they are to listen to the poor and remove 
their grievances. They should try to judge things independently and 

not have blind faith in what the Deputy Commissioners say, The 

other day, the Deputy Commissioner Ferozeore banned the staging of 
= a drama on a flimsy excuse. Similarly, the Deputy Commissioner 
Amritsar banned the staging of a drama in a Political Conference. 


The people are being shabbily treated by these officers. 


ihe Deputy Commissioner is considered to be all power ful in 
a District. He has his final say in every department in the District. 
I can say with full confidence that if this dyarchy is ended and the 
hon. Ministers assume full control over the administration, conditions 


a in the Punjab wıll definitely improve, 


Now, Sir, I shall tell you some facts regarding the running of 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panj adanan 


(8) 22 Punjab Legislative Assembly [26th June, 1952 


[Shri Wadhawa Ram] 

administration in the districts. On the 2nd June, 1952, Shri Shiv 
Dayal of village Sheranwala gave a beating to Shri Bhani Ram his 
tenants and tied him'toa tree. No action has been taken by the 
Police against the landlord. Similarly, at village Jandwala, one 
Bhima Shah beat his tenants 


Sari Prabodh Chandra: Sir, as these cases are being tried 
in Courts, he cannot refer to them on the fioor of this House. 


Mr Speaker: Please do not interrupt. Let the hon. Member 
proceed with his speech. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, interruptions also form part of the 


proceedings. 


Mr. Speaker: T want to tell the hon. Member that interruptions 
‘are nota part of the proceedings. I must again request the hon. 
‘Members to observe silence. For their guidance I may quote an 
extract from ‘May’s Parliamentary Practice’:— 


Members are not to disturb a Member who is speaking, by hissing 
exclamation or other interzuption. 


I really do not appreciate the practice that is being followed in 
: this House, namely, that of interrupting other Members while they are 
speaking The hon. Membsrs should hear patiently the Member who 


is speaking and if any Member has got any objection or wants to ask a 
questions he should wait till-the speech is finished. {hereafter, he 


can ask questions through the Chair. I shall request the hon. Members 
to please observe these Rules. 


Chief Minister : (Shri Bhim Sen Sachar) (Hindi): Sir, some 
of the hon. Members have, in the course of discussion on the General 
Administration, said certain things which are irrelevant. In my reply 
I will have to ignore such things. If an hon. Member has used a 
certain type of language it will not be proper to reply him in the same 
language. There are certain matters which have been brought to the 
notice of the Government. It is not possible to bring those matters 
before the House which are sub-judice but the Government will take 
notice of the views of the hon. Members and try to do justice. At 
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this moment I feel that it is the desire of most of the hon. Members 
and they have stated it in so many words that the administration 
should be efficient, honest and sympathetic. I assure the House that 
we also entertain similar teelings and we will try our utmost to tone 
up the administration. 


In the first place, it has been stated that the expenditure on 
General Addministration is excessive in view of the poor state of our 
finances, and that there is a great disparity between the salaries of 
big officers ard the lower employees of the Government. In this 
connection I would like to place before the House the point of view 
of the Government. 


The policy which the Government desires to enforce strictly 
is that without impairing efficiency of administration, economy in 
expenditure should be effected as far as possible. I admit that there 
is a disparity between the salaries of big officers and the subordinate 
staff of the Government. These facts cannot be ignored. Moreover 
why should we ignore them at all? I must, on the other hand, make 
it clear that the policy of the Government is to remove such disparity 
(cheers). It is our earnest desire to bring about changes in the 
administration so as to make it very efficient. We are no less 
impatient in this connection and 1 assure the House that we will leave 
no stone unturned to improve the administration. 


One of my hon. Friends from Ludhiana went to the extent of 
saying that there was no need even for this august House. In this 
connection, my submission is that we should try to be a little more 
careful at the time of expressing our views because people expect from 
us a high sense of responsibility. 


There are certain things which we are bound to do because we 
cannot go against the agreements into which we entered at the time 
when the Britishers left the country. It is our moral duty to fulfil 
the obligations which we undertook with open eyes at the time of 
our signing such agreements. I am sorry that we are unable to treat 
them as scraps of paper. Those, who do so can never be trusted. 
No body cen have a common truck with an opportunist. 


We have chalked out a programme for ourselves and we will 
follow that programme unflinchingly, We have before us certain 


ideals to inspire us. We do not seek guidance from outside like some 
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of ‘our hon. Friends who draw their inspiration from other countries. 4 


I have no grudge against them for the ideas that they may have. They 


are quite welcome to have them. But what pains me is that they 
derive their strength from foreign countries, I cannot understand why 
they subordinate the interests of their own country to those of a foreign 
country. - 


I may, the:efore, make it clear to the House that we are not 
going to back out of those covenants or agreements which have been 4 
entered into by the Central Government with the former Secr Zary of 
State for India and the services We will ceriain’y honour them. I 
know that some of my hon. Friends do not see eye to eye with me 
on this pont. They-do not feel happy over such agreements with 
services, whose past record they are reluctant to forget. 


But my submission is that with the dawn of Independence, a ) 
definite change has also come over them. It is my firm belief that | 
whenever we ask the services, in all sincerity and in the best 
interests of the State, to do something and impress upon them the : 
desirability of doing that, they do cheerfully respond and I am E | 
confident they are prepared to go the whole hog with us in that 
matter despite these covenants and the powers enjoyed by them | 


under the same. (Cheers). . | 


I hope that in view of our cordial attitude towards them, they 
would not be found wanting at any time in making any sacrifice 


consistent with their dignity, that is demanded of themin the best 
interests of the State. Now we have a large number of incumbents | 
who served the British also. I have worked with them. I have a 
always thought and told them also that during the British regime i 


they were under bondage and, therefore, in a state of helple sness, 
they had to carry out the policy of the previous Government Now 
that India is free, they are no longer under any such restrictions 
and therefore thereis no reason why they should lag behind any 
one in the cause of service to tte people. I hope my point of view 
will be appreciated by the House as well as the services I trust 


that both sides will act their part well. 


Now, Sir, before I proceed with my observations with regard 
to other items, I would like to make a mention Of one particular 
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expenditure which has been the target of carping criticism by hon, 
Fricnds. That item is the salary of a Minister. 


You are well aware, Sir, that a Minister draws a salary of 
Rs- 1509/- p.m. This also is common knowledge that the Ministers 
voluntarily accepted a cut of ten per cent on their salaries This 
means that a Minister has already reduced his salary by Rs 150/- 
p.m In other words this leaves him Rs. 1320/- p. m. Now if you 
deduct Rs. 111/- p. m. as income tax from this amount, then it 
will be seen that a Minister gets Rs. 1149/- p. m.in all. (Interruption) 
I quite understand the ardent desire of my hon. Friends to reduce 
the expenditu: and I respect that desire but I would ask them just 
to give a little tnought as to whether a Minister’s salary can reasonably 
admit of any reduction under the present circumstances. In this 
connection Iam prepared to make a sporting offer to them and I 
assure them that I will stand by it. That offer is this. Let a 
committee comprising five Members of this House be constituted to 
investigate whether or not the items of expenditure incurred by a 
Minister in running his household and other domestic affairs are 
commensurate with the salary he gets. If the verdict of the 
committee is against us I assure them that we will abide by it. 
( Cheers). Now for the information of my hon. Friends, I will just 
mention a few items of a Minister's expenditure. I am not out to 
make a fighting speech, but I do desire that things should be 
seen in their proper perspective and not criticised merely for the sake 
of criticism. Well, Sir, a Minister is expected to make various 
susbscriptions, including party subscription and others, amounting 
to Rs. 150/- p. m. I am not exaggerating the figure. Sometimes 
the amount even exceeds Rs. 1£0/- but the average per mensem conies 
to Rs. 150/-. Then he has to employ two domestic servants, a bearer 
and a cook. Itis common knowledge that the salary and the cost 
of food and clothes come to Rs. 100/- per mensem per servant. In 
other words, he has to spend Rs. 400/- p. m. on his servants, 
Supposing he keeps one servant and makes him his factotum, then 
you will dub him as a parsimonious and cruel man who takes too 
much work from his one servant. So a Minister has to keep two 
servan s. | 


Then my hon. Friends of progressive views, who plead for the 
insurance of the workers and the unemployed will agree with me that 
a Minister will not be guilty of squandering money if he gets himself 
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insured for a sum of Rs. re or twenty. five thousand, by paying 

a premjum o of Rs 100/- m. So he generally gets” an` insurance k 
policy and incurs an etpenditare of Rs. 100/= on. this account. i 
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l Then, Sir, a Minister is not expected to. be. practising celibacy 
(Laughter). He`has a wife and a family to support. He has to 
spénd on the education of his children. Taking the average number 
of a family-to'ibe five, he is expected to ur dergo expenses to the 
tune of Rs: 10J/- per mensem for educating his children. The maiter 
does hot 'stopshere. Hehas to spend and that too legitimately, on -m 
varióus'other items. My hon. Friends who had to be put under 
deténtion, will remember that they used to get a sum of Rs 16/- p. m. 
as’ pocket money to defray minor expenses. Naturally the 
members of the jamily of a Minister would also like to have some 

“money of this kind. You can make an allowance of Rs. 30/- p. m. 
for this purpose. 


s 


Beside this nobody can say that a Minister is always immune 
from illness or that no member of his family or any relation staying 
with him can fallill. Illness in a family is only natural. So the hon. 
Members will not grudge Rs. 25/- p. m. for this purpose . } 


Then, Sir, like other people a Minister has also got to get his 
clothes washed by a washerman. Will an expenditure of twenty 
rupees per mensem be too high for that purpose? In addition to 
this, there ate occasions of happiness as well as of sorrow in every 
family. The Ministers are family-men and are not immune from 


eee =~ 


these things. A number of guests arrive on such occasions and [ 
don’t think it will be deemed improper if, an expenditure cf fitty 
rupees per month is set apart on that..account. Another fact to 
which I am going to refer is known- tọ. everybody very well. I do not 
exaggerate, when I say that on an, average a Minister has to entertain 
five guests every day. When that is the case, I would like to 
enquire from those hon..,Hriends, who frequent!y visit. Davicos and 
otlier' restaurants, if it coasts less then three rupees to entertain one 
‘person to tea or dinner. At that rate the expenditure, for five guests 
will amount to fifteen rupees a day or Rs. 450 p m. Then, Sir, the 
Ministers have to think about so many problems and do a great F ~@ 
deal of mental ‘work. May I< enquire from those hon. Friends 

sitting on the Opposition Rériches, who claim to be most progressive. 
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if in the country of their ideology there was any provision for the 
recreation of their Stalins and other Ministers? 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Mao, who is. the President “of ‘Chinese 
Republic, gets only Rs. 600 pm. D 


= est ; ; 
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Chief Minister: Without examining details, my Friends say 
that the President of the Chinese Republic gets Rs. 600. p.m. Ir 
this connection. I want. to make an offer to the House. I believe 
in nationalization, andif hon. Members so desire, my colleagues 
as well as I am prepared to nationalize all our expenditure. ., In 
that case we will not charge even six pies as our salary. If the 
House is perpared to undertake responsibility for all the essential 
needs of the Ministers, [ am prepared to work without any salary. 
Not only I but my colleagues too are prepared for it and make 
this offer to the House. i 


Sardar Chanan Singh: We are prepared to accept this offer. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal : Has the hon. Chief Minister consulted 
his colleagues? 


Chief Minister : I know that all ani oe eer full 
agreement with every word of what I have said. Not.only,we, even 
the members of the Legislature are prepared to forego their salaries 
and allowances, if responsibility for all their needs is accepted by 
the State. 


I was submitting, Sir, that if expenditure was allowed for fruits 
and milk, it will easily come to Rs. i25' per''month. Every-: Minister 
has got a family and if an average family:is taken: ‘to consist of 
five members, the items of expenditure referred’ to‘by me can net be 
regarded | as very high. The hon: -Members will be surprised: to 
know that the total of all these items cf expenditure comes to 
Rs. 1265. My progressive Friends would concede that everybody 
is entitled to some recreation after a day’s work. Do the Ministers 
need no recreation ? ‘Incidentally, there is no smoker in -the..Cabinet. 
If T were to enquire from my hon. Friend Pandit Bhagat. Ram 
Sharma, he would require at least two rupees per day for cigarettes 
and hon. Shri Nand Lal would ‘support his demand. , I shall not 
mention several other items which; are regarded essential by 
some people. I have not included any unnecessary item’ of — 
expenditure, while giving these details. i 


eines 7 
ron, 


a 


Original with; 
Punfflab Vidhan Sabha 
Dig ized by; 


Panjab DTO 


(8) 28 Punjab Legislative Assembly [26th June, 1952 


{. hief Minister] 

Do we not need fcod and clothing for ourselves and our 
families? All these things should be considered by the hon. Members 
when they criticise the salaries of Ministers. I do not mean to say 
that we do not wish to reduce expenditure. I repeat that if the 
State undertakes to provide our needs, we would be prepared to 
forego our salaries in totò. There can, however, never be an end to 
an argument. I know that all my attempts to convince the members 
of the Opposition are likely to prove futile. If the Opposition is 
convinced, it will no longer remain the Opposition. 


With regard to the complaint about the number of Ministers, 
I wish to submit that there was more than enough work for every 


Minister. 


In the course of his speech, one of my hon, Friends remarked 
that he did not know what work was done by the Commissioners. 
At thesame time he said that their method of working was not 
good. How can a person who does not know the function of an 
officer, criticise his work? I am convinced that all the Ministers 
and officers have in hand more work than necessary. If all the hin. 
Members, including those in the Opposition, co-operate with us, 


we shall be able to achieve better results. My hon. Friend Chaudhri 
Sri Chand is an experienced law,er and he knows the art of 
putting things in a clever manner. He said that the salary of the 
Members of the Legislature should be reduced. Another hon. Member 
supported that suggestion. I, however, do not agree with this 
view. I feel that in order to enable the hon. Members to move 
about in their constituencies more freely, so that they might know 


the difficulties and needs of the people, there was need of more 


facilities for travelling. I know that my kon. Friends, who are 
staying in the Grand Hotel have to pay Rs 11 to Rs. 13 a day. 
How can they afford to incur all this expenditure with an allowance 
of only Rs. 300 per mensem? They have naturally got to spend 
from their own pockets. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: On a point of order, Sir. Through 


you, I want to request the Chief Minister 


Chief Minister: Sir, I don’t give way. 


Shrimat; Shaano Devi: Sir I rise on a point of order. 


I- 
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Mr. Speaker; Please don’t interrupt when he is not giving 


way. 
a N Shr:mati Shanno Devi: I want to request the Chief Minister...... 
Chief Minister: Sir I seek your protection. 
ail Mr. Speaker: I would ask the Lady Member to resume her 
seat. 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: On a point of order Sir. 


oo Mr. Speaker: All right. What is your point of order? 
Shrimati Shanno Devi: Through you, Sir, I want to ask the 
Chief Minister as to what provision has been made in the Budget for 
providing any facilities to the Members of this House. 
Mr. Speaker: This is no point of order. 
Shrimati Shanno Devi: Point of order, Sir. 
Mr. Speaker: Please resume your seat. 
j Shrimati Shanno Devi: Point of order, Sir. 
Mr. Speaker: Please sit down. Order, order! Will the Chief 
Minister please proceed with his speech ? 
Chief Minister: I was saying, Sir, that most of the Members 
while at Simla put up at the Grand Hotel and have to incur other 
expenses also during their stay here which together come to Rs. 11/- 
or Rs. 12/- per diem. In the circumstances, C. A. of Rs. 300/- per 
a mensem is inadequate for them. I have no hesitation in saying that 


they should be paid more, so that they may be able to tour their 
constituencies freely and act as a liaisen between the people and the 


Government. 


So far as the acts of omission or commission of the previous 
Government are concerned, I don’t think it is proper to make us a” 
scapegoat for their doings or misdoings. I am saying this because 

some members have referred to the fate of the cases popularly known 

iad as the Steel Scandal Cases. What we have done in these two or three 


» 
months is before you. Judge us by it alone (Interruptions) 


Then, many an hon. Memter has pointed out that there still 
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| exists a wide gulf between the services and the general mass of the 
| people and has complained that the officers do not give the public 
| proper treatment and that they are lacking in svmpathetie under- 
standing of the needs of the people. 


: I admit the vital importance of this matter. The need for a 
closer affinity in the attitude and view-points of the public and the 
| services and kinship of feelings and thoughts between them cannot be 
l overemphasized. It is in the interests of the Government itself that 4 
they should come cts near to one another as possible. To bring them 
closer is the task that we shall always keep before us. We have 
already taken a step in this direction by establishing wWistrict Public 
Relations Committees membership of which consists of all the 
| M. L. A’s and M. L. C’s of the district concerned irr: spective of their 


| . party affiliations and the heads of various branches of administration 
i of the district. These Committees will meet once a month and if 
necessary more than once for an exchange of views and consideration 
of suggestions to improve the tone of administration. In this matter 
we have not made any distinction on party basis because we regard 
those sitting opposite as our brethren sharing with us in commen the 
! objective of service of the people. (Cheers) 


Some friends have complained about the high-handedness and 
excesses committed by the Police in the course of investigations and 
prosecution of innocent persons. My submission in this regard, Sir, 
is that we are doing our best to bring the services and the people 
closer to one another. As soon as the desired contact is established 
between them, such complaints will disappear. ad 


With regard to the objection taken by some Members to the 
continuance of the old administrative machinerv, I want to make 
it clear that it was on the advice of the respected leader of the nation 
that we had decided to accept and retain the services of the personnel 
of the British days in the post-independence era. In spite of what 
some members think of them, I have no hesitation in saying that 
we and our party sre responsible to the people for every action, good 
or bad, of every Government official. (Cheers) We can’t escape this ‘ 
responsibility, we can’t run away from it. We own them, we shall 
continue to own them; for to\disown them would be like severing an 
important limb of the body. No Government, no business house, no 
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bank, no firm can function successfully unless it has full faith in its 
employees. So long as we have faith in our officers, so long as we 
entrust them with powers and responsibilities, it is our foremost 
duty to see that they enjoy fr edom of action and command respect 
and prestige. Of course, when we lose faith in an officer and find 
that ke is rot faithfully implementing the policies laid down by 
us, we shall in no time divest him of all powers and responsibilities. 
It is possible that due to certain difficulties and handicaps it may not 
be feasible to dispense with his services, yet we shall certainly remove 
him from the dstrict in which he is serving, put him in the Secretariat 


and give him the work which involves least responsibility, He will 
remain there as a useless part of the machinery. 


The Government would not like to incur expenditure on account 
of the salary of such an officer and also to invest him with powers. 
Suppose I were to appoint as Deputy Commissioner of a district 
an officer who should not be appointed in that district, the result 
would be that he would exercise his power in such a way as to 
spoil the atmosphere of that place. I would not mind paying him 
his salary but I will never tolerate that any officer should vitiate the 
atmosphere of the district under his charge. 


An objection has been raised that the officers do not conduct 
investigations properly and treat the people in a high - handed manner. 
There are many eminent lawyers in the House who sre fully aware 
of the fact that certain powers are conferred upon the officers of 
the Government under the Acts. In exercise of such powers they 
conduct enquiries and in case they behave illegally, their. conduct 
can be called into question in courts of law by preferring appeals 
against their orders. For instance, if any offence is committed in 
a village and complaint is that the police are not making a proper 
investigation, then I am prepared to associate the Members of this 
House with that investigation if they like. But I may tell them 
that investigation officer would be the officer =- incharge 
and not the M. L. A’s. The M. L. A’s associated with the investigation 
would only be in a position to give their own views on the subject. 


I have made the policy of the Government clear. We 
have made it clear to our officers that we shall never allow 
any interference in the work of administration because it 
encourages in efficiency and other incidental evils. Some of my 
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hon. Friends remarked that inefficiency in the administration 
is mainly due to the acceptance of ‘sifarish’ by the officers. I admit 
that it is so. I have asked the officers that they should not 
attach any importance to such ‘sifarish’ or approach and have 
assured them that if they work honestly and independently they will 
have the full support of this Government. I would request the hon. 
Members to spare their time and help us in all the investigations 
so that the police may not be in a position to show high-handedness 
in its treatment towards the people and the Executive Officers 
may not do any injustice to them. 


The hon. Members are also aware that Anti-corruption 
Committees have been set up in every district. These investigate 
all complaints of corruption. Criticism has been levelled against 
the Government that these committees do not function properly and 
the cases are often shelved by them. The Government have now 
decided to form panel of M. L.-A’s and M. L, C’s. in each district. 
Out of this panel two hon. Members will be associated with every 
stage of enquiry into cases of corruption, I have no doubt that 
investigation on these lines will satisfy the object under view. (At 


this stage Shri Ranjit Singh rose to say something) 


Mr, Speaker: May I request the hon. Member to resume his 
seat. The hon. Chief Minister is on his legs-therefore, no question can 


be asked unless he gives way. 


Shri Ranjit Singh: Sir, I wanted to have certain information, 


Mr. Speaker: Iam sorry I cannot permit you as the Chief 
Minister does not give why. Order, Order, Sit down please ! (Captain 
Ranjit Singh kept standing) 

Chief Minister: Sir, all this is being done to create closer 
contact between the people and the administration so that there 
should not be anything amiss. 

Then, Sir, it has been said that thereshould bea separation of 
the Judiciary from the Executive. I may inform the House that we 
have toseparate them. Though would take some time, yet it must 
come. Inthe meantime I have told every officer belonging to the 
Judiciary that he must regard himself as being independent and do 
his duty without any fear of the police. Besides this, I am in full 
agreement with my hon. Friend Shri Bhagat Ram and others who said 
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that the present system of administration requires a complete over- 
hauling. This is the policy of the Government and we are very keen 
to change the set-up as early as possible and in due course of time my 
hon. Friends would feel surprised to witness a complete change in the 
system of administration. I also propose to hand over a large part 
of the administrative work to the Panchayats and to invest them with 
more powers. | 


There are some people who hold the view that the members of 
the Panchayats ‘will waste their time in mutual bickerings and 
wranglings and display the worst type of factious spirit. Lhey are, 
therefore, doubtful of any good coming out of entrusting more powers 
ct them. This argument to my mind is analogous to the one which 
the British used to adduce to deny Swaraj to us. As the hon. 
Members are aware, they used to say that if they left Indians to 
themselves Hindus and Muslims would go on quarrelling and the 
result would be chaos. I want to make it clear, Sir, that no such 
argument can dissuade us from trying the experiment of Panchayat 
Raj in this state, and we are prepared torun the risk of losing any 
amount of money for its sake. 


I admit, Sir, that the Heads of Departments have been given 
power to spend money up to a certain amount to meet emergent needs 
and I am not at all convinced that these powers should be taken away 
trom them. If they are asked to take the prior sanction of the 
Government for every little expenditure they would not be able to 
run the offices under them properly because owing to the unavoidable 
delay in the receipt of the necessary sanction, work will suffer. We 
d» not want to concentrate all financial powers in ‘our own hands as 
the Britishers used to do. A little independence to the Heads -of 
Departments in this matter is not unjustified. 


Now a few words with regard to the prevalence fo corruptino 
in the administration. The hon. Members should not forget that we 
are as anxious as anybody else to purify the administration of all 


these evils but if they are so deep-rooted as to take time to be 


exterminated it is not our fault. We are extremely eager to 
decentralise administration and to entrust more powers to the 
Panchayats. Correct leadership is the crying need of the hour. I 
wish every village to have a good leader who can lead it to progress 
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and prosperity and in whom the people can repose implicit faith. 

Progress, like peace, is indivisible. The interests of all the people -l 
living in this State are closely linked. All of us shall swim or sink 
together. Reforms shall, and must, come but gradually and progressive- 
ly. Everybody is anxious to have them as early as possible and we are 
not behind anybody in this matter. The whole picture of the 
Panchayat raj and the steps that we propose to establish it will soon 
come before you for your consideration. 


So far as the slackness, delay, inefficiency and red-tapism in the 4 
Government offices are concerned, it will be recalled that I had — 
taken some steps to remove them in the time of my pre-elections 
Ministry, but unfortunately I could not continue to devote myself 
to such administrative reforms for very long I mey inform the 
Members that the Committee for suggesting such changes in the 
office procedure as may result in the elimination of avoidable 
delays and red-tapism is still functioning and will be able to complete 

: its labours very shortly. I hope that its report will help us to infuse 
new vigour and promptness into the working of-the administrative 
machinery and people would no longer complain of inordinate delays 
in the disposal of their cases. t 


My hon. Friend Master Gurbanta Singh has referred to another 
important reform that has not so far been introduced. I mean, 
the abolition of the invidious distinctions which are operating so 
harshly against people known as the ‘Criminal Tribes’. We shall 
see to it that no person is discriminated against in any matter 
simply because he happens to be born of parents who were responsible 
for commiting any crimes. There will be no longer any hereditary 
criminals. A person will become a criminal if he commits crime. = 
I want to assure the House that after the 31st August, there 
will be no ‘ Criminal Tribes’ . The people who are at present known 
as such will no more be discriminated against. There children will 
receive education along with the children of others. 


Master Gurbanta Singh has also complained that the decisicn to 
give one post of Under Secretary to a Harijan has not so far been 
put into effect. Iam sorry, I have not been able to find anything 
on record. As regards giving the 15% share in services to the aq 
Harijans I can assure him that the Government would not try to ` 
side-track this decision. 
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Now, Sir, I have to refer to certain kinds of intoxicants. I am 


reminded of a couplet : 


an frat è Aar at azaleas | 
wat A aa È fe a st ara A AA | 


ay fusi a fasa: 3 ny à w3 È | 
ya 3 nada faa a wg wå ıı 


The effects of intoxication whether from drinking or from some 
other infatuation are always bad. About the stimulation resulting 
from intoxicants I cannot say much because I have no experience 
of it, but I am aware of the evil effects of drinking and the incalculable 
harm that this evil has caused to many families. My Government 
contemplates taking strong measures to check illicit distillation in 
order to save people from ruin. I hope the hon. Members will 
co-operate with the Government in this matter. But there is another 
intoxication in which some people in this State are indulging and that 
is the evil of communalism. It is our firm determination to deal with 
this evil first of all, because it has greater potentialities of doing harm 
than the intoxication resulting from liquor. We are anxious to 
eradicate this evil root and branch. I would request the hon. Speaker 
to set up a Committee of five Members of this House and entrust it 
with the duties of giving me within two months a list of Government 
officials who indulge in communalism and I shall see that a deterrent 
punishment is visited upon them. My submission to the Friends 
opposite is that it is no use making general allegations. Let them bring 
to my notice specific cases of this nature and I shall take stern action 
again.t the persons involved. I would request them to offer 
constructive suggestions by all means but to desist from destructive 
activities which are calculated to do harm to the work that the Govern- 
ment is doing for the progress and advancement of the State. 


I must tell my hon. Friends sitting opposite that I strongly 
condemn any attempt to fan the fire of communalism among the 


services in this State. 


Then, Sir, I wish to remind those hon, Friends who demanded 
that more sects of Harijans belonging to the Sikh community should 
be given the privileges laid down in the Constitution, that it was at 
the request of their leaders that 4 sects among the Scheduled Caste 
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Sikhs were given the same privileges as were given to other Hari jans. 
This was done according to their demand. Moreover, their leaders 
had given a definite promise that they would not ask for more. In 
my opinion they had not done the right thing. They introduced 
untouchability amongst the Sikhs also. Untouchability is a curse in 
Hindu religion and by making this demand the Sikhs also introduced 
it among the Sikhs, Sikh religion never allowed untouchabi!ity. 
When a Hindu Scheduled Caste became a Muslim, he no longer 
remained an untou:hable. Similar was the case with the Sikhs. A 
Scheduled Caste no longer remained an un-touchable as soon as he 
embraced Sikhism. Now, my hon. Friends are ‘rying to introduce this 
evil among the Sikhs by these means. I have great respect for the Sikh 
Dharma. I can say with pride that I have more respect for the Sikh 
Gurus then even most of the Sikhs. 


My hon. Friend referred to article 340 of the Constitution under 
which the President can appoint. a commission to investigate the 
condition of backward classes. I request my hon. Friends sitting 


cpposite to enquire from their leaders, why they pressed for the 
inclusion of only 4 sects. In my opinion, they took a wrong step. The 


‘result is that now, my hon. Friends say that the Government is not 


following this provision of the Constitution. I tell them, that the 
Government is duty-bound to look after the interests of every 
national, to whatever community or class he may belong. It makes 
no difference to the Government whether he is a Hindu, a Muslim, 
a Jew, a Parsi, a Sikh or a Christian. The Government has to uplift 
every national of India. It does not matter whether that individual 
is a Scheduled Caste or not. In the Constitution it is laid down that :-- 
The President may by order appoint a Commission consisting of such 
persons, as he thinks fit, to investigate the conditions of sorcialiy 
and :¿ ducationally backward classes within the territor, of India 

and the difficulties etc. etc. 

What I want to point out tomy hon. Friends is that it is not 
laid down there that the difficulties of only Hindu backward classes 
will be looked into and not those of backward classes among other 
communities. 


According to our Constitution, it is necessary that all backward 
classes be helped. In my opinion no person or class should be given 
extra privileges or rights. However, my Government is trying to help 
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ths members of all backward classes in the State ia order to raise 
per them socially and economically. We are not going to tolerate 
poverty and backwardness among these classes, 


Then, Sir, is it not necessary to remove the distinction between 

Ä Zamindars and non-zamindars and between ruralites and urbanites? 
Our country is now free from foreign bondage. These distinctions had 

been introduced by the foreign rulers as these suited them. This issue 


should not have been raised now. . 
>» Shri Sri Chand: We have never raised the question of Jats 


and non-Jats. 


Chief Minister: Now, Sir, those days are gone when one 
could keep others under his thamb by force. Now, nobody can make 
a tenant work for him by compulsion. The Government will no 
longer tolerate this kind of oppression. Morever, it does not want the 
tenants to bet:rrorised. The Government does not wish to be 
unnecessarily harsh but it cannot allow any one to take the law in his 
own hands. My Government is determined to protect the rights of 
tenants and Harijans in all circumstances and it is also determined tc 


3 do every thing possible for their betterment. 


Now, Sir, I want to tell those persons who want to take the law 
into their hands that they would not be allowed to do so. In spite 
of the existence of certain defects in the administration, the 


Government will not tolerate lawlessness in the State. 


I, therefore, appeal to the Opposition to co-operate with the 

Government, at least in such matters in which they do not differ 

= from it, As regards other matters, in which they differ from 
i the Government, I request them to point out to the Government any 


defect which they may find in its policy. 


Sir, we are often asked by the Communists to help them in 
spreading Communism and in doing propaganda in their favour, 
because they consider Communism to be the only way in which the 
poor and the down-trodden can be uplifted. But I make bold to say 
that so long as violence is associated with Communism, no person, how- 
over big or powerful, can escape the law. lf the aim is to help the 

poor and raise their standard of living by peaceful methods, I am one 
with those who make efforts to do so. But on the other hand if 
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the methods are improper, the Government cannot allow these in any = 
manner. a 


Before I resume my seat I wish to draw the attention of the 
House towards those forces which are at work in the State. We have 
to face them boldly. They consist of those who try to exploit the 
difficulties ot the poor. I must emphatically say that such persons 
are not true friends. With these observations I resume my 7 


2 


seat. 


Mr. Speaker: Before I call upon the next speaker, I wish to 
point out that Shrimati Shanno Devi has insulted the Chair. When I 
asked her to resume her seat four times, she did not doso. I can 
quote dozens of rulings to show that her conduct was not in accordance 
with parliamentary procedure and practice. I have been lenient 
towards her because of her sex. Now I hope she will admit that her 
conduct was not proper, otherwise this matter will pain me. 
Similarly, the conduct of Captain Ranjit Singh and Chaudhri Sri 
Chand in making interruptions was-also objectionable. The rules do 
not permit the asking of questions unless the member speaking gives 
way. A member can rise only on a point of order. But I find that 
the points of order on which Shrimati Shanno Devi wanted to rise 
were in fact no points of order at all. 


`e. 


This is disregard of the authority of the Chair and I could 
take action but I did not do so, and I hope I shall not have to 
take such a serious step. All the interruptions were neither called 
for nor orderly. I must, therefore, warn the hon. Members that 


I will not tolerate any interruptions, “ 


(At this stage Shri Sri Chand rose to make a personal explanation but 
he was not allowed to do so.) 


Captain Ranjit Singh: On a point of personal explanation, 
A 


Mr. Speaker: Please sit down. I do not want any personal 


explanation. 
R 4 


Captain Ranjit Singh : Allright, Sir: I will sit down thinking 
that even personal explanations are not allowed. 
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Shrimatj Sita Devi: Ona point of personal explanation. 


fare Mr, Speaker: No, please sit down. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: On a point of Order, Sir. When any 
sference is made to a Member of the House, «under the rules he 
entitled to riseon a point of personal explanation, and I think, 
ir, it should be allowed. 


, Mr. Speaker: I do not want to be advised by you. 


bane Shrimati Shanno Devi: On a point of personal explanation, 


Mr. Speaker : What is your personal explanation, please? 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: Sir, with dae respect, I wish 
to tell you that I have been a Member of this House for the last 
12 years and on no occasion have I been prevented from speaking 
whenever | wanted to do so. I am perfect!y in my senses. I wanted 
to obtain certain information from the Chief Minister while he was 
speaking a few minutes ago and I do not think, Sir, that I made 
any mistake. 


Mr, Speaker : Your explanation does not carry any conviction. 
On the other hand you have added insult to injury. 


Minister for Public Works: She should withdraw her words. 


Mr. Speaker: Let her not withdraw. 


aii Shri Mool Chand Jain : (Sambhalka) (¢Hindi):—Sir, I have 
j listened to only a portion of the hon. Chief Minister’s speech I wish 

to say soməthing in connection with the points raised by him. In 

the first place the question of top heavy administration, which has 

teen discussed and criticızed by most of the hon. Members, has 

been replied to by the Chief Minister. I am not at all satisfied with 

his arguments because I feel that some saving can be effected by 

abolishing the posts of Commissioners, reducing the number of 

th Financial Commissioners and amalgamating certain departments. 
Í For example departments of Assistant Custodians and District 
Rent Officers and District Food Controllers and District Organisers, 
ivil Supplies and Rationing cın be amalgamated. No suggestion 
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has been made by any hon. Member in this connection. I feel 
that during the course of discussion on the General Administration 
the Government should be urged to an ilgamate certain departments. 
Most of the hon. Members have said so and the Government should 
see that saving cin be effected by r:ducing expenditure on the top 


heavy administration. 


The second thing to which the attention of the House needs 
to be drawn is the condition of the poor people in the State. It is 
a matter of pleasure that the hon. Chief Minister has declared 
that the policy of the Government is to work for the uplift of the 
poor people, As far as I can see the real problem that faces us 
today is that of ‘haves’ and ‘have-not’s.” On the one side there are 
persons who own lands, businesses or industries and have all possible 
sources of income On the other side there are those who have no 
lands of their own, Who have no capital and who always live from hand 
to mouth It is one thing to say that the whole of the administration 
exists for the good of the people, but it is quite another thing to 
work for that end. As a matter of fact generally the proof of the 
pudding isin the eating The Community Projects and the Bhakra 
and Nangal schemes may be useful to those who have Jands and 
some capital with them. But what about the ‘have-not’s’? May I 
know what the Government is doing for them? 


Well, Sir, what I want to drive at is this. Just as loans have 
been advanced to our displaced persons, similarly those indigent 


persons like the Harijans and landless tenants, who do not possess 


any capital or land, should be given loans with which they could 
earn their living and become useful citizens of the State. I, therefore, 
suggest that Government would be well advised to set up a fund 
of rupees fifty lakhs for this purpose. This fund should be created 
on the same lines as the item of rupees 22 lakhs called the ‘Special 
Deposit Account’, and out of this fund, as I have already stated, 
loans should be advanced to the MHarijans. These may not be 
realized from them but should be adjusted out of thisfund. At 
present loans cannot be granted to them because there is no surety 
of their recovery. In fact they do not possess any property or 
land against which the loans could be given or from which these 
may be recovered in the event of non-payment of the same. 


l 
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Naturally the question would arise as to why they do not form 
themselves into co-operative societies and thus get the facilities of 
loans. But the difficulty is that there is a lacuna in the Co-operative 
Societies Act. It is laid down in the Act that if 19 out of 20 


shareholders of a co-operative society fail to pay their debts, 
the recovery should be made from the twentieth shareholder, if he 


4 


is affluent enough and has the capacity to pay them. In other 
words, the liability of a member of a co-operative society under the 
b ' present Act is unlimited. This is the greatest flaw and this should be 
removed by amending the Act. The liability of a member should be 


limited and he should be responsible for the payment of the debt 
or loan advanced to him. 


As a matter of fact I suggested to the Harijans to form co-operative 


societies and to get loans with which they could improve their lot 
and earn an honourable living. But they were reluctant to do so 
in view of the present lacuna in the Co-operative Societies Act. 
But before any amendment is made in the said Act, I would request 


the Government that, as already suggested by me, it should make 
| a provision in the Budget and create a fund on the lines of the 
4 ‘Special Deposit Account’ for purposes of advancing loans to the 
Harijans and artisans who are desirous of earning their livelihood 
honourably but who for lack of means or wherewithal are unable 
todoso. The unrealized loans can be adjusted against this Fund. 


Then, Sir, it has been said by my hon. Friends that the Adminis- 
tration of the State is wanting in efficiency and that it requires 


overhauling. I submit that they should suggest concrete measures 

a to be adopted for reforming the administration, so that we may 
: 5 also discuss them and consider whether they can really bring about 
i the desired reformation in it. But let me point out the state of 
| affairs now prevailing in the State with regard to the general 
| administration. 1 admit that there are certain officers who can 
really be called gems but the majority of the officers consists of 
those who are pro-rich i.e. pro-vested-interests. I can quote many 
| examples in support of my point. I can say from my own experience 
b that whenever there is a clash of interests between the rich and the 

| s poor a majority of the officers, irrespective of the fact whether they 

| belong to the Police, Revenue or any other department, invaafrbly 
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side with the former and trample under foot the legitimate rights 
of the latter. Although it is the policy of the Government that 
even-handed justice should be administered to one and all without 
distinction, yet when the time for its enforcement comes, the officers 
get things done according to their 6wn sweet will and pleasure and do 
favours to the rich people alone. In this connection I may point 
out one thing which goes to the credit of the Unionist Government. 
Although it made enactments more for the benefit of one class of 
people than for the other classes, yet when it came to the enforcement 
of those laws, it appointed officers who could be depended upon to 
enforce them properly. But what do we find here? The sympathies 


of the officers in whom powers have beea vested for the enforcement 
of certain beneficial laws, are with the rich people and they co not 
care afig for the poor. In this connection I would like to quote an 
extract from the ‘Harijan’, which reads thus :— 


India’s awriculture :uffers beciuse India‘s administrat orn is not carrie 
on, on the principle of the service of the most backward and poor 
first. Besides the delays of red-tapism, it neglects the pocr 
cultivator and practically compels him to go to the money-ljeader 
or the selfish, the tyrants ond the irfluectial ones of his own 
class. Not on account of any deliberate callousness of Feart or 
calculated policy, but instinctively our caste consciousand class- 
minded officers attend tothe needs of the influential cl.sses and 
disregard those of the backward ones. The latter are suppressed at 
every step. 


It is crystal clear that these class-minded officers instinctively do 
injustice to the pocr and shower favours on the rich. I would, 
therefore, suggest that whereas Government takes action against 
officers guilty of corruption or nepotism, it should also make ita 
point to inflict severe punishment on those officers who injure the 
interests of the poor and try to benefit the rich at the cost of the 
poor. If thisis done, I am sure, administration can be reformed 


to a considerable extent. 


Mr. Speaker : Since the time of the hon. Member is over. I 
call upon Shri Som Dutt Bahri to make his speech. ` 


Shri Som ' utt Bahri (Simla) (Hindi): Mr Speaker, I may 
point out at the very outset that the administration of a country 
depends on two essential factors, namely, the condition of the services 


e 
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and the state of finances. Now, so far as the higher clas: of services 
of the Punjab is concerned, they are par excellence. Their ability and 
efficiency are undoubted and they are second to none in their 
administrative capabilities when compared with their opposite 
numbers in other States of India. But as regards subordinate services, 
I feel that they suffer from a lack of discipline and sense of 
responsibility. These def cts have become prominent because of the 
lack of proper supervision on the part of higher or controlling officers 
and also due to the fact that the subordinate clerks are not being 
properly paid. They cannot make their both ends meet. The 
salaries and dearness allowance paid by the Government are not 
enough to enable them to support their families. Naturally when a 
subordinate officiel is half starved and is unable to afford the 
education of his children and meet other demands of his family, he 
will pay little attention to his work or at the most he will do things 
perfunctorily. It is also natural that under these circumstances, 
the efficiency of the subordinate officials will become conspicuous 
by its absence 


Although the Government has endeavoured to alleviate the 
distress cf the low-paid officials by enhancing their allowance by Rs. 
5/- p. m., yet this sum is too small to meet their requirments in view 
of the mounting cost of living. Asa matter of fact when a person 
stands in need of one loaf of bread to satisfy the pangs of hunger, 
how can one morsel give him satisfaction? Obviously a hungry 
man cannot attend to his duties with undivided devotion. I am, 


therefore, of the opinion that the Government ~» ould be well-advised 
to increase the allowances of the low-paid officials by at least Rs. 10/- 


‘p.m. But if due to financial stringency it finds it difficult to enahance 


it to Rs. 10/- as suggested by me, then it should increase it to Rs. 
7/8/- p. m. this year and then make it Rs. 10/- next year. This is 


necessary because I feel and reiterate that dissatisfied and disgruntled 
services cannot yun the administration efficiently. I, therefore, 


request the Government to give its careful and active consideration 


to this suggestion. 


Now so far as the question of finances of our State is concerned, 
it is common knowledge that Punjab is already tax ridden 4nd it is 


not advisable to impose any more taxes on the people. But I want 
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to suggest one thing in this connection and that is this. I 
understand that an immense leakage takes place in the collection of 
these taxes. If Government takes adequate measures to stop that, 
Iam sure, it will goa long way to add to the finances of the State, 
Thus a good deal of income will accrue to the Government and that 
can be utilised for the benefit of the people. 


Well, Sir, in view of my belonging to the legal profession, I am 
concerned more with the administration of justice than anyting else. 
It is, therefore, my duty to make a few observations with regard to 
this subject. 


Now so far as justice is concerned, it should be cheap and at the 
same time its dispensation should be speedy. ‘The difficulty ts that 
we hear more of this wholesome principle than we see its actual 
application in our courts. The present state of affairs is that 
ordinarily the final decision of a case, be it civil or criminal in the 
lower courts takes from six to eighteen months The condition in the 
High Court is still more discouraging The second appeals of 1948 
re still going on in the High Court. Not only this. Even the first 

appeals of 1948 are still pending. It is obvious that despite the lapse 

of a period of four to five years, the High Court is still in heavy arrears 
of work. The reason for the delay in the di.posal of cases is perhaps 

due to the small number of the hon. Judges. At present the strength 

of the Judges is seven and under law the number can be raised to nine. 

I would request the Government to give its careful attention to the 
matter and enhance the number of Judges. 


Next to this comes the question of separation of executive 
from the judiciary. The hon. Chief Minister has explained the 
position of the Government on this subject, but it is necessary to 
take some immediate step for bringing about the separation. This 
experiment is being tried in Madras and our neiglbouring State, 
Pepsu. Why should it not be tried in our State too? 


Sardar Fartap Singh: (Mallanwala) (Punjabi): Sir, instead of 
expressing my views about the various items of expenditure under the 
demand for General Administration, I want to say a few words about 
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some of the observations made by the hon, Chief Minister, He stated 

that the Government could not reduce the salaries of the members of 

m the former covenanted services, as they had a contract with the 
Secretary of State and the Government of India was bound by the 
terms of that contract. Such consideration’s cannot stand in the way 
“ of the interests of the masses. Do we not see what is happening in 
countries in the Middle East ? Are those countries honouring treaties 

which they had made with England ? Promises and contracts should 

° - not be allowed to retard the progress of the State If tha salaries of 
> : these high-paid officers are not reduced, it will not be easy to give less 
pay to the members of the provincial services If the Prime 

Minister of India do not permit us to reduce the salaries 


of big officers, we should pass a resolution in this House that we want 
to reduce these. 


en 


Then, Sir, the hon. Chief Minister said that he could not pull 

or with less salary. He gave figures to prove his contention. May 

I know if he has éver'catéd to find out how the low-paid government 

servants make their both ends meet? Has he ever collected facts 

and figures about their expenditure ? The low-paid empleyees have 

| I got children, they fall ill at times, guests also come and stay with 
them and they have also got to educate their children, Has the hon. 
Chief Minister ever made an estimate of their essential expenditure ? ? 

Do they not require more money to satisfy their needs? Of course, 

unlike the hon. Chief Minister, the poor people do not regard insurance 

as one of their bare necessities. With regard’ to’ the question of 

having eight Ministers, he stated that there was sufficient work for all 

of them. In the united Punjab, which comprised twenty-nine districts 

there were only five or six Mini ters. Have we got more work now 

pr o when our State consists of only twelve d: stricts? I admit that some 
= of our Ministers are very able persons, but that does not mean that 
they should be paid such high salaries. The Deputy Ministers also 
are proposed to be appointed, not on account of heavy work, but to 
keep a few persons pleased. Whenever the Chief Minister finds that 


some Members are thinking of deserting his party, he offers them 
a Mimsterships; 


- ~~ 


A large number of | he. expressed their v.ews on this 

| : question, but I am sorry that the hon. Chief Minister did not refer to 
it in the course of his speech. Speaking on communalism he said that 

he was determined to putan end to it. In order to achieve that 


| 
| objective, we should fojlow the principles laid down by Gandhiji. He 
t 


Orignal with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


(8) 46 Punjab Legislative Assembly [26th June, 195? 


(Sardar Partap Singh] 
offered a blank cheque to the Muslim League to piera the fragmenta- 
tion of the country. Acting on the same principle, our Government ~4 


should offer a blank cheque to the minorities. Communalism cannot be 
ended by doing away with parity in the Cabinet and appointing more 


Ministers from one community. If afew more Ministers had been 


taken from the minority community on the basis of ability and tot no 
any other ground, nobody could have levelled the charge of communa- 


lism against that selection. The method adopted by our Chief Minister 


is not the proper method of ending communalism. Tt is no use ‘ 
advancing theories with regard to such matters. The Government 


' should act in a practical manner, The minority communities 
© should be treated generously so that they should have nothing to 
complain about. 


Then, Sir, with regard t> the tenants, may I know ii that is 
the only class of poor people in the State? Many of the zamindars 
are poorer than the tenants. We have full sympathy with the 
tenants, but we want our Government to follow the same policy 
in the case of all classes of pcor people. Along with the tenants other 
poor people should also be helped so that their condition might x 
improve. The Government Fas purposely created differences 
between the landlords and the tenants as a vote catching device. 


Minister for Development : The law providing relief to the 
tenants affects the big landlords only. 


_ Sardar Partap Singh : There are no big land)ords in thie 
Punjab. The land owners in this State have very petty holdings ‘ 
and a majority of them are very poor. The Government should = 
apply the same policy to all classes of poor people. In this connection 
I am reminded of an English poem in which the poet says: — 


Men may come and men may,go 


But I go on for ever, 


The same is the case with our Ministers. In our State, the Ministers 
have changed a number of times, but the method af administration 
has remained unchanged. The same old methods are being followed 
today as were adopted by our British rulers. a 


Sardar Rajinder Singo Gyani (Rupar) (Punjabi): Sir, although | 
I feel that after the Chief Minister's speech much good will not 
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come out of what I have to say, yet I would like to make a few 
je suggestions with regard to the general administration. To my mind 
` this subject can be viewed from two aspects. Firstly, is the 


administration good or is there any possibility of its becoming 


so after the provision that has been made for it in this 
Budget? The second aspect relates to expenditure. Is it too 


excessive, reasonable or too little? Is it being properly allocated 
to the various branches of the administratio 1? 


> Looking at it from these two angles of vision I find, Sir, that 
barring a few items, there is hardly any change in the expenditure. 
It continues to be the same as it used to be in the British days. 
The increase in staff and expenditure that the War had occasioned 
continues to be untouched. On the other hand, there has been 
further expansion since the end of the War ‘The administrative 
machinery also continues unaltered. With what face shall we appear 
before the people whom at the time of elections we had given a 
promise of improving the tone ard overhauling the machiaery of 
t administration? This Budget has come to us as a sore disappointment 
because it contains n» proposal to re-model the administrative set-up. 
It does not embody even the first step towards this end. 


ak, 


Only a short while ago, the Chief Mrister was pleased to 
remark that his Goverment was more desir.us thin the opposition 
of the betterment and well-being of the p:ople of this State. 
If I say that no provision has been made in the Budget witha view 
to improving the lot of, the low-paid sta’f, I am reminded of 
the proposal to increase the Dearness Allowance by Rs. 5;- of those 
drawing a pay below Rs. 100/- p.m. But my submission is that 
this does not go even an inch towards improving their standard of 
living. Haven’t these clerks and peons got to feed their children? 
Are they not eager to give them good clothes to wear and proper 
F education to make their way in life? With their present 
| income, can the children of small officials such as patwaris, 
! constables, teachers etc., have any such opportunity ? This small 

increase in the dearness allowance is a poor consolation | to them. 


P p As regards the unnecessarily bloated strength of the staff, it 
appears to me that the entire work of preparation of the Budget is 
entrusted to the heads of the departments whose first concern is not 


to allow their establishment to be reduced even by one post, They 
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present the Ministers with such confusing statements and facts and ~ 
figures that the latter are left with the impression that there is l 
‘absolutely: no scope for economy or retrenchment in any Department 


The case of the Civil Supplies Department affords a good instance 
of this kind of manoeuvring. Sugar rationing has been ended. Cloth 
rationing does not exist. But the Department has not reducedits 
strength even by one post. Then, even a layman is aware of the | 
_ duplication and overlapping of work prevalent in this Department. ] 

In every district headquarters there are at least three offices under j 
- this department, namely, the office of the District Organizer, Civil 

` Supplies, the office of the District Food Controller and the Rationing 

_ office. I am sure that if the officers incharge of these offices are | 
removed and the whole work is entrusted to a few Inspectors under | 
the general supervision and control of the Deputy Commissioner, it | 
would make for a good deal of saving and economy and the efficiency 

. would also increase. _ o 


` u Now while mentioning these Inspectors, I am reminded of their 
“compeers in other Departments. I sometimes pity the lot of a poor 
shop-keeper who has almost daily to attend to so many Inspectors, such y 
as Civil Supplies Inspector, Weights and Measures Inspector, Cloth 
Inspector, Foodgrains Inspector, Income Tax Inspector and Shop 
Inspector; one coming after the other to check his accounts, leaving 
him litt e time to attend to his customers. (daughter). 


Now a few words about the Secretariat staff. Posts of officers 

which were created decades ago continue to be on the list of the 
sanctioned strength though justification for them has long since ceased | 
to exist and their incumbents have no work to do. Then, Sir, the = 
scales of pay of the officers even 4} years alter the achievement of > 
independence continue to be as high as ever. The example set by 
the Pepsu Government in presenting the Secretaries of the former 
Faridkot Government at the time of its merger, with the alternative 
ot accepting Rs. 1,200 P. M. instead of Rs. 2,000 or leaving the jobs 
is well worth emulating by the Government of this State which has 
a deficit Budget and numerous liabilities to discharge. If due to 
certain handicaps, our Government was not in a position to take such 

- drastic steps, at least the first step should have been taken to win the ` 
confidence of the masses by embodying in the Budget the other 
suggestions I have made. 
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Shri Gopi Chand: (@Pundri) (Hindi) : Sir, I thank you for 
giving me an opportunity to speak today. Before this I have been 


rising in my seat every day but unfortunately I could not catch your 


as 
` eye, ` 
Many hon. Members have already expressed their views on the 
j General Administration .nd every one of them has complained that 
the people are not getting adequate return for the monev spent in 
a this behalf. Iam grieved to find that efficiency in the administra- 


tion has deteriorated so much that if any illiterate zamindar knocks 
-= at the door of any Government o.fice, not to talk of removing his 


grievance, nobody is prepared even to listen to him. I may narrate 


to the House a recent happening ia my district, to show the efficiency 


of the Civil Supplies Department. A respectable man of the cffice of 


the District Congress Committee who was illiterate came to me and _ 
asked me to verify his application for the supply of cement which was 
required for the repairs of the school building. As I had seen the 
school and was satisfied with the genuineness of the demand, I verified 
He took that application to the office of the District 


At first the clerks wanted to put him 
in his demand 


his application. 
Organiser, Civil Supplies. 
off. somehow or other but as he persisted 
to see the. officer-in-charge, the clerks told him that the 
applicati n required verification from the Inspector. He, however, 
fulfilled that formality also but when he went to the office again, he 
was surprised to hear from the clerks that cement was out of stock. 


This is the sta'e of affairs in the Civil Supplies Department. 


Then, Sir, I would submit that 95 per cent of the population of 


the Punjab lives in the villages The village people are very backward. 


Though the Government derives a large portion of its income from the 
‘rural areas yet the villages present a sorry spectacle. If these people 
' make a demand for the opening of schools or dispensaries 
or for the coastraction of roals in viilages, the Govern- 
ment pleads its inability for lack of funds. On the other hand if we go 
to cities we find that all such amenities are available. I have no 
hesitation in saying that in my constituency there is not a single high 
- school. The need of the hoir is that the people should 
be given maximum faciliies and taat the salaries of high officers 


a A 
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should be scaled down to a reasonable level. The District Food 
Controller’s office should be amalgamated with other district offices of 


the Civil Supplies Department. 


l The villagers continue to groan under crushing poverty and the 
Government has not done anything to improve their lot. The 
Government should see that its finances flow in productive channels 
and are not squandered away in the manner in which as it was done 
under the British regime. Besides this, there is a great scandal about 
the Grow-More-Food campaign. It issaid that though the Govern- 

ment have spent lakhs of rupees on this schem? yet not even 50 per. 
cent of the amount has ben given to the deserving people. The jeeps 
which have been provided at the Government expense to the Agriculture 
Officers are being misused. For instance, the jeep given to the Agricul- 
ture Officer, Karnal is now being ased by the Consolidation Officers. 
Apart from this I would like to point out that retired persons have been 
re-employed in Government departments when they already get big 
pensions. This deprives the unemployed persons of the opportunity of 
getting jobs. I would suggest that a retired officer should be re- 


employed only if a duly qualified and competent officer is not available 
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What I want to drive at is that determined efforts should be 
made to :ffect economy in the expenciture on General Administration, 


Minister for Development (Sardar Partap Singh Kairon) (Panjabi) 
Sir, the Chief Minister has made a convincing speech today ¿which has 
‘not only satisfied the critics of the ministerial party but has also gone 


home to the Opposition (Voices from the Opposition: It was all 


sentim2atal). Yes! my hon. Friends have retorted that it was a 


sentimental speech. But do they not know that no man can live with- 


out sentiments? Life is not worth living without sentiments. It is' 


sentiments that bring about revolution (Inqilab) in the country. Iti 
sentiments that help and enable ordinary persons to make supreme 


sacrifices. It is sentiments that create rebellious feelings in man to 


fight azainzt oppression and tyranay. I cannot help saying that the 


hon. Members on the Opposition Benches after hearing the speech 


of the Chief Minister would have at least appreciated his art of speak- 


oat 


he, 


~. 
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ing though I am sure that they will never bother to understand his point 
of view. After all my hon. Friends should know that we have 
inherited this system of administration from the British Government 
and itis not possible to change it overnight. If we want to do away 
with the present system soon, that can be possible only through a 


desperate bloody revolution which we would never like The second 
best way which will no doubt take some time is to bring about 
progressive and stable administration in the State by moulding public 
opinion, We are continuing our best endeavours to reform the 
system steadily and have succeeded to a considerable extent Some 


of my hon. Friends have directed criticism against the Government 
on the ground that certain provisions which used to be made in the 
Budget fo- the Civil Supplies Depar ment and other departments 
previously have not been made in the Budget this time. But I may 
inform them that the Budget is prepared not every month but after a 
year. If the Government has not been able to provide money on an 
adequate scale under some head this time it will do so in the next 
year. It does not behove my hon. Friends to level criticism without 
understanding the whole position. 


An hon, Friend has pointed out that conflicts between zamindars 
and the tenants are on the increase and we are not doing much to 
solve this problem. He has further expressed his opinion that with 
the half measures that we are taking to stop the ejectment of tenants 
we shall not be able to win their sympathies and get their votes in 
future. Sir, the question before us is not that of vote-catching because 
who knows what will happ2n to this State by the time of the next 
elections. But we are concerned with the amelioration and betterment 
of the lot of the tenants with whom is linked the prosperity of our 
State. To say that we want to set zamindars and the tenants at 


loggerheads with each other is the height of untruth. On the othe 
hand what is worrying us more is the desirability of settling their 
relations amicably and building up an atmosphere of goodwill and 
concord with a view to paving the way for the progress of this 


Sta te. 


A Friend has complained that the tenants ere being shot down 
by the Jandlords, What else can be expected fron these 
representatives of vested interests and feudalism ? Shri Mool Chand 
has pointed out that the officers are biased in favour of the zamindars 
nd are not giving a fair deal to the tenants. He is, perhaps, right ig 
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saying this because after all these officers are the same old bureaucrats 
whom the British rulers, who always allied with the feudal interest, 


had employed. How could they be expected to appreciate the cause of 
the tenants ? They are afte: all creatures of the old system which was 
marked for its oppression of the poor. 


An hon. Member: They are obeying your orders. 


Minister for Development: If I were to have my way I would 
finish all of them in one day. Sir, we are passing through abnormal 
times and our Govirnment is faced with extraordinary problems. 
Instead of indulging in senseless criticism at the expansion of the 
Cabinet, the Members of this House shouJd make a resolute Gecision 
to work for the advancement of the Punjab. I have to point out 
with regret that the hon. Members sitting opposite, instead of making 
any useful criticism of the policies of the Government, find it convenient 
to make general and vague statements. if they want the Goverament 
to take any step in any matter they should draw its pointed attention 
to it and convince it of the n-cessity of taking such a step. Th y should 
bring concrete cases of malpractices to the notice of the Government. 
Such specific instances will help us to improve the admini-tration and 
eradicate corruption The task before us is to overhaul the whole 
administrative machinery Which has come to us as a legacy of the British 
tule. or this purpose a change in rules and regulations governing the 
terms of service of the Government officials is necessary, but it cannot 
be brought about overnight. We are noi oblivious of the fact that 
certain of ic-is have bai reputation but we cannot dispense with their 
services unless the rues are changed. For instance, I would be glad 
if the rule ot compulsory retirement is so modified as to give the 
Government powers to retire an officer after even a few years of 
service. We are prepared to sst up a. committee consisting of the 
Members of this House to su:gest changes, modifications and 
adaptations in the rules of various d partments such as the Agriculture 
Department, the Forest Depattm«nt and so on and make con‘tructive 
suggestions to improve them. This method would be much better than 
that of inJuging in reprated criticism. This is my appeal fo the 
rrieuds sitting on the opposite benches. 


We are anxious to remove distrust thut is Jominating their minds 
at present. We want them to have a complete faith in our bonaf.des. 
It is said that— 


4 


oa 
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frafana ciate, aa aA paz 
fas fsag aia 3, A8 sd? faga | 


If my Frends do not take it ill, I might remind them that as 
compared with thos-.who were supporters of the Unionist Government 
in the united Punjab, we can be trusted more to have the interests of the 
people of the State at heart. We have to rid the State of the evils of 
favouritism, nepotism and jobbery which were rampant under the 
British rule. 


Shri Sri Chand: Sir, is it relevant ? 


Mr. Speaker: It is not for you to give a ruling. Please do not 
interrupt 


Minister for Develepment: My lon. Friend savs that I am not 
relevant. He forgets that the points raised after the Chief Minister’s 
speech are to be replied to. 


We shall not allow the landlords to kill their tenants. In this 
connection we prop’se to cancel their arms licences. We shall not 
allow the unsermed tenants to be cr::shed. We shall leave no stone 


unturned to protect their lives and safeguard their interests. Let 


every hon. ` Member watch the situation in his constituency. It 
will not be. difficult for him to do so since there may be at the most 
120 villages in each  ember’s constituency. The moment the hon. 


Members become alert, watchful and vigilant, just as the thieves run 
«way at the sligntest sound, the corrupt officers will give up their bad 


habits and become upright. The very knowledge that the hon. 
Members are keeping a watch on the doings of such officers will 
act as a deterrent and the tune of administration will improve. Then 
they will not have to make long speeches and criticise the administ- 
rative machinery. Let us all make a resolve to dedicate our lives 
to the cause of purification of public life in this State. 


Sir, I hoped that the hon. Members of the Opposition would be 
glad to know from the hon. Chief Minister that the Government 
proposed to hand over a number of administrative functions to 
the Panchayats. The Government is very keen to revive the 
Panchayats, rule, which existed in our glorious past. 


Sir, the Panchayats may not be able to work well in the 
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beginning and their work may not be up to the expectations of 
the public but I feel t! at there is no harm in trying the experiment. 


I hope that in the end it will succeed. Then, Sir, some of my hon. a 
Friends have made general complaint that corruption still prevails 
in the administration. They have not been able to point out even 


ďa single definite case. They have failed to name a single Patwari, 
Kanungo or Naib Tehsildar or any other official of the Revenue 


Department whom they considered to be corrupt. It is no use - 
making vague complaints. Sir, if this is the standard of their work 
for the people, then I can say with confidence, that they will not i a 


be able to return even with their present strength of 26 members 
after the next elections. Their strength next time may te less than 
even six. They should note ihat the public is very much enlightened 
and their tactics based on false propaganda wil not succeed. 


Shri Abdul Ghani Dar: (Nuh) (Hindi) Sir, I concede that it is 
necessary to have an efficient and honest administration, if a country 
is to progress. Like the hon. Chief Minister and the hon. Minister for 
Revenue I am also of the view that our Government is bound to fulfil 
the terms of contract entered into with services during British rule. But 
that does not mean that our hon. Ministers should not have the power 7 


to supervise the day to day work ot these officers. I remember a Punjabi 


couplet:— 
at fax defeat asia ag’, Tat at as azta Z| 
Hi fed simi wae 8, Sti fed da eee g | 


Sir, I am pained to tel the House about the horrible cendition 
prevailing in some parts of District Gurgoan The worst of it is that the ~y 
officers of that district hav> not cirel to give a true picture of the A i 
condition of those areas to the Government. A large number of cattle are 
dying there every day. I was frightened to see a large number of cows 
lying dead when I last toured those areas. Thereisan acute shortage 
of fodder. I am sorry io inform the Government that local officers 
were not m the least moved at the sight of famished cattle, a large 


number of whom died every day. 


These oificers are not in the least faithful to the public or a 
to the Government. They are faithful only to themselves. Our hon, | 
Chief Minister and other hon. Minister go on pampering these oificers. 
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Then, Sir, Our hon. Chief Minister has asked us to quote 

definite instances of those officers who might have failed to do their 

> duty. I have placed before him facts relating to the Gurgoan District. 
How long can we afford to tolerate such things ? 


H 


Bä Then, Sir, the condition of those refugees who have settled in 
that District is very miserable. Most of them have not been able 
to find any source of regular income up to this time. Similarly, the 
Muslims residing in that District are not feeling comfortable. If 

> five years after partition and tkeir continued stay in this country some 
of them start thinking of migrating from this country, does it not mean 
that there is something wrong with the state of affairs? The fact is that 
they do not regard their lives and honour to be safe, Even up to this 
day they have not been able to get back their land. For instance, some 
Muslims of minor age applied 18 times to vet back their lands, but till 
now, their requests have not been heeded to. I hope the hon. Chief 
Minister will give his attention to this particular case. 


Then, Sir, there is an area in this District through which no 


Muslim can dare to pass without incurring the risk of life © Lawless- 
ness is still prevailing there. I cail that area es ‘Yagistan’. 
“ir, does it not reveal the inefficiency of the administration? 1 therefore 
request the hon. Chief Minister and hon. Minister for Revenue and 
Development to devote their attention to the state of affairs 
prevailing in that District and try to improve the General 
Administration in the State. I fear that if this state of affairs is 
allowed to continue, the number of one particular section of the 
Opposition in this House is bound to increase to more than six after the 
gae next elections 


_— 


Shri Ram Sarup: (Butana) (Hindi). Sir, I am thankful to you 
that after all vou have been kind enough to give me an opportunity 
of giving expression to my views before the House. For the last five 
days the hon. Members have been discussing the Budget and 1 also 
wish to say something about General Administration. 


When we examine this Budget the first thing that strikes us is the 

m fact that there is no change in the old and discredited policy of the 
i ” Government. If we are to work for the good of the State of Punjab, 
we must change our outlook. I am puzzled when I look at the 
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[Shri Ram Sarup] 
various items in the Budget.. The expenditure on certain items can 
easily be dispensed with while provision should be made for certain 
other important items liberally. So far as General Administration 
is concerned, I am ata loss to understand why patwaris, kanungos, 
peons and teachers, who are the persons upon whom the real burden 
of ‘work falls, are paid starvation wages, while those who do no work 
are given fat salaries. If the low-paid employees, under such cond:tions, 
fall into the temptation of accepting bribes, it is no fault of theirs. 
The hon. Chief Minister has remarked that a sum of rupees one and 
a half thousands, which is being paid to a Minister is hardly sufficient 
to make both ends meet. May I ask whether a _ patwari or 
any other low-paid employee of the State has not got the same claims 
upon the finances of the State? Does he not put ia the same amount 
of work? I challenge the Goverment to prove that the lower officials 
are more corrupt than the higner ones. I know of instance: where 
the higher officers ordered their s1bordinates to {ill in posts according 
to their wishes but the lower officials refused to indulge in any such 
favouritism at their instance. I can quote instances to show tuat in 
some cases even the Ministers who had been approached asked their 
subordinates to favour so ne persons. What I wish to drive at is that 
the expenditure that is being incuried by way of salaries of the high 
officers is a burden on the excheque:. Why go far to seek exa:nples 
of this nature? The estimated expenditure on the hon. ~peaker is 
rupees eighteen thousand and on his Secretary it is rupees thirteen 
thousand seven hundred and forty. Similar is the c:se with other 
high officers. But the state of affairs is this that people have to 
stand outside the Chamter because mere visitors’ ti kets are issned 
than the number of seats in the visitors’ gallaey of the Assembly. Why 


should it be so ? 


Sir, my submission is that we should always plan our Budget 
in such a way that more expenditure is incurred for the benefit 
of the man in the street. Those people who have no food to eat and 
no clothes to wear should never be ignored. Instead of making 
a provision for the appointment of Deputy Ministers, the Government 
should have sanctioned more money for the uplift of the poor. In 
my Opinion the Government could easily have effected economy in 
certain spheres and spent the amount thus saved on the poor people 
in the State. With these words I resume my seat. 


y. 


+ 
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Mr. Speaker: The hon. Members would have missed something 
if they had not listened to this last speech. It has become a tradition 
F . inthis House tohave such an opportunity at the end of the day 
(Laughter). Anyhow, about twenty six speakers took part in the 
discussion on General Administration yesterday and seventeen to-day. 
I think that this was a fair number of speeches in a House consisting 
of one hundred and twenty-six members, The hon. Chief Minister also 
spoke for about an hour. I hope to give opportunity to other members 

also on some other day. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is: 


That the item of Rs. 2,07,370/- on account of ` 
A-Head of States-h- Ministers-Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100/- 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on aecount cf 
-> . A-Head of States-h-Ministers-pay of Officers be 
l reduced by Rs, 4,00,000/- 


After ascertaining the votes of the House by ovices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the Noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and Div‘sion was 
claimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who chalienged his decision to rise in their places 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily claimed, ~ 


. The motion was declared lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the item of Rs. 5.67,420 on account o: 
A-Head of States-h-Ministers-Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs, 100/- 
After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
w- : ae f in T 
m “I think the noes have it. This opinion was challenged and division was 
claimed, Mr. Speaker, after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their places, 
declared that the division was unnecessarily claimed. 
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The motion was declared lost. 


Mr, Speaker: Well, there is another cut motion. Perhaps the 
Opposition Party will not press for a division. Of course, I cannot 
deny tha.n this right. fs 


Question is: 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,420/- on account of a 
A-Head of States-h-Ministers-Pay of Officers be «x 
reduced by Rs, 1 Oj- | = 


After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the Noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and division was 
claimed. Mr. Speaker, after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their places, 
declared that the division was unnecessarily claimed. 


The Motion was, declared lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,42U0 on account of 
A-Head of States-h-Ministers-pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100/- 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Sir, we claim a regular division. 


Mr, Speaker: When you have already seen that your cat motions 
pave been defeated by an overwhelming majority, you should not ask 
fora division. = 


The motion wis lost. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on account of 
A-Head of States-h-Ministers-Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Ks. 100/-. 


After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said 
“I think the Noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and Division was 
claimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who challenged his dectston to rise in their places 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily claimed 
The motion was declared lost, 


Original with; 

Punfab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panj ioj 


General Administration | (8) 59 


Mr, Speaker: Question is: 


p That the item of Rs 5,67,420/- on account of 

‘ | : A-Head of States-h-Ministers-Pay of Officers be 

1 ; reduced by Rs, 1 0/- 

\ aa l After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the noes have it”. This opinion was challenged and division was 

4 claimed. Mr. Speaker, after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their places, 

a. declared that the division wis unnecessarily claimed. 


The motion was, declared lost. 


Mr. Speaker: I may inform the House that some Members 
of the Opposition told me definitely in my Office that they would 
not press for a division but they are now pressing f rit on every 
item. It is, therefore, clear that the Oppoision has not respected 
the assurance given by them. 


~ 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on account of 
A-Head of States-h-Ministers-pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs. 100/- 
After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“I think the Noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and Division was 
mæ claimed. Mr. Speaker after calling upon those Members who supported the 
* claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their places 
declared that the Division was unnecessarily claimed. l 
The motion was declared lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
~ l 
, That the item of Rs, 5.67,420 on account of 
| A-Head of States-h-Ministers-Pay of Officers be 
reduced by Rs, 100/- 
rrr o. S, 
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After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said, 
“T think the Noes have it’. This opinion was challenged and division was 
claimed. Mr. Speaker, after calling upon those Members who supported the 
claim for Division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their places ; 
declared that the division was unnecessarily claimed. 


The motion was, declared lost. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— 


That the item of Rs. 5,67,420 on account of á 
A-Head of States-h-Ministers-pay of Officers be -a 
reduced by Rs. 100/- 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: Sir, why don’t you count the votes 
of the Opposition. 


Mr. Speaker: That is actually what they want. I am 
cousi:ained to remark that they have hurt the dignity of the House. 
Having seen half a dozen times that their motions are being defeated 
by overwhemling majorities, they are yet asking for a division on 
every item. 
The motion was lost. | | 


~a” 


Mr. Speaker : Question is ° 


that the item of Rs. 2,67,780 on account of 
E—Comissioner be omitted. | Ei 


The motion was lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is: ) 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 60,00,000/- oe 
The motion was lost, 
=< Mr, Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 59,14,770/- 
| a Zhe motion was, by leave, withdrawn 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— : s 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 1000/- ` ` 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 
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Mr. Speaker : Question is : 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


The motion was lost. 

Mr. Snokar : Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 

Mr. Speaker : Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 

, The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 

Mr. Speaker : Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 1/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 


Mr. Speaker: Question is: 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is: 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker: Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 190/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn’ 

Mr, Speaker: Question is; 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 1 /- 


The motion was, lost. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 160/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is : 


aaa 
ele 
rR 
ae 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 109/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker : Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Re, 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs, 100/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is: 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
The motion was, by leave, ohara, 

Mr. Speaker: Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn 

Mr. Speaker: Question is; 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 1 /- i 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

To i 
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Mr, Speaker ; Question is! 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
The motion was lost. 

Mr, Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 1/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker : Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
Zhe motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr, Speaker : Question is ; 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 


Mr. Speaker: Question is 3 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is! 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 

Mr. Speaker: Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn: 

Mr, Speaker: Question is; 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 /- 


Ihe motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. E | 

Mr, Speaker: Question is: | 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 100/-. . 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
The motion was lost. 

Mr. Speaker : Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Re, 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 

Mr.Speaker: Question is: d 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs, 100/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker: Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn 

Mr, Speaker: Question is; 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- + 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 
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Mr, Speaker: Question is: 
` That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
The motion was, By leave, withdrawn., 
Mr, Speaker : Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 100 /-, 
* The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 
x Mr.Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 1/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 
Mr. Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Rs, 100/-: 
+ The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn’ 


Mr: Speaker: Question is; 


? ° That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 /- 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is : 
That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker: Question is: 
That the demand be reduced by Re. 1/-. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr, Speaker: Quesfion is : 

That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker : Question is : | 
That the demand be reduced by Re, 100/- 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

Mr. Speaker: Question is: > fy : 

~ _ That the demand be reduced by Rs. 1€0/-. | 

The motion was lost, 


Mr, Speaker: Question is: 


That the demand be reduced by Rs. 1/-. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker : Now the question is: 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,59,14.770 be granted to the 
Governor to defray the charges that have or will come in courseof ~~ 
payment for the year 1952-53 in respect of “General Administration”, 


The motion was carried. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 10 a.m, on Friday, the 27th June, 
1952, t 
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FRIDAY, 27TH JUNE, 1952. 
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The Assembly met in ihe Assembly Chamber, Simla-4, at 
70 a.m. of the clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Ohair. 


a 
fen a N A , — 
pik nii 
Kern eg 
moan 


i Ak al 
atts 


ne: Bienes es? pe 


QUESTION HOUR. 


è 
; 
j 
H 
i 
! 


Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Members wish to utilise the question 
hour for making speeches, then it may be dispensed with. 


Minister for Development: Yes, Sir, we would like it to be 
dispensed with. oe 


Sardar Chanan Singh: But what about the questions? We 
have already fallen into arrears. Many of the questions have been 
postponed and they area yet to be answered. If we continue to suspend 
the question hour, then it may not be possible to clear off the 
arrears. 


Mr Spəaker: Since the consensus of opinion in the House is 
in favour of making speeches, the question hour is dispensed with 
today. 


7a ee ee 


PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE, 
(Sardar Partap Singh Kairon) 


‘Minister for Development y Sir, as required by Article 1£1(2) of 
the Constitution of India, EKbeg to lay on the Table of the House 
the Appropriation Accounts of the Government of Punjab for the 
year 1949-50 and the Audit Report, 1951, thereon. 


This is being done under the instructions of the Governor. 
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+ DEMAND EOB GR. ANT. 


EDUCA'TION. 


we, hae 


Minister for Education :,. Shri Jagat Narain) Sir, I beg to move; 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,98,67,000 be granted 

to the Governor to defray the charges that have or 
ot will come in the course of payment | for mane year 
an a 1952-5 3 in  Fespect of f “Education”. 


g 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved : 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,98,67,900 be granted 

to the Governor to defray the charges that have or 

polis. a e+ ,-Will come in the course of payne for the year 
o . 1952- 53 i in Fespect of “ Ë ducation.’ 


rgi 
RI 


motions in respect of this Demand. “As ‘usuét,- they will be deemed to 


have been moved. So the main motion can be discussed. along --with: 


the cut motions. | I invite ane Achhar Singh Chhina to initiate the 


discussion " 
(Sardar Achhar singh} 


Fa C a ! i t E 
e EPIN s O E 


2,. Sardar- Çhanan Singh; ` ` Tiat the item’ of Rs. 25,10,670/-on ` 
3. Shri Wadhawa Ram: a “account of A University be reduced - 


by Rs. 100/- 
4, °Sardar-Aehhar Singh: .. ....... 
5.‘ Sardar-Chanan Singh : — "N “That the iten of Rs. 98,42 210- on 
~ oes" account of C-Primary be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. 
6. Sardar Darshan Singh : | 
7. Shr; Wadhawa Ram: That the item of Rs. 5,50,00U/- on 
ri account of E - General-S-^mount 
transferred to the fund for the 
promotion of education amongst 
- educatiónally backward .classes be 


oUi L seduced by Re. 1/2. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 
100/-. 


Mr. _ Speaker : I have received bocce of ahe ‘oliowing: cit 


10. 


11. 


13. 
14. 
15. 


16. 


17. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


y 
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24. 


PAANO (9) 3 
Shri Rala Ram : That the Demand be becuced by Re. 1/-. 
Shri Abdul Ghani Dar: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
Shemar SIA Devi : That the Demand De reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Shri Benarsi Das Gupta : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


wees 


Shri Chandi Ram Verma: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-: 


t s 


Rai Hari Chand : That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1/-. 


Shri Maru Singh Malik : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


whe wW 


Sardar Achhar Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Principal Harbhajan Singh: That the Demand be reduced by 


ep: 8 Rs. 100/-. 
Shri Ram Kishan: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 10° /-, 
Shri Sarup Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1t/-. 


Shri Sher Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: That the Demand be reduced by 
E bes Rs. 100/-. 


Captain Ranjit Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Shri Baiwant Rai Tayal: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Jathedar Mohan Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


na 
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Shrimati Parkash Kaur : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Shri Daulat Ram Sharma: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. 


Shri Chand Ram Ahlawat: That the Dem:nd be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. 


a p poi 


Shri Kedar Nai daira: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
Shri N Chandra : Ca be Dn a reduced by Rs. 100/ . 
Bakhshi Partap Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100/-. 
is ie Singh: That AAE be reduced by Re. 1/-. 

Shri Jagat Ram: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
Shri Bhagat Ram Sharma: That the Demand be reduced by 

Rs 100/-. 

Shri Gorakh Nath: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
Shrimati Sita Devi: Thet the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
Shri Mehar Singh : That the Dean be reduced by Rs 109/-. 
Shri Ram Sarup: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 109/-. 

Rai Raghuvir Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100/-. 


Shri Lal Chand Prarthi : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Shii Dev Raj Anand: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 2C0/-. 


i 
i 
H 
| 
| 
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41. Shrimati Shanno Devi: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


42, Sardar Gurbachan Singh That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1/-. 
Attwal : 


43, Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Taat the Demand be reduced by 
: Rs. 100/-. 


44. Sardar Khem Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Re. nil. 


45. Sardar Ajmer Singh: 

46. Sardar Gopal Singh Khalsa : 

47 Sardar Shamsher Singh : 

48, Principal Iqba] Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 190/-. 


Sardar Achhar Singh (Ajnala) (Punjabi): Sir, our Government 
has provided a sum of Rs. 1,98,67,000 for education in the Budget for 
the year 1952-53. The total population of the Punjab is 1,26,00,000 
out of which 40 lakhs are minors who are fit to be sent to schools. 


The total number of school-going children today is 4lakhs. This 
means that the reminder of 36 lakhs is in need of education. Out of 


the 63 lakhs adult population, if 10% are supposed to be literate, the 
remaining 57 lakhs have also to be educated before we can claim 
universal literacy for this State. If the present pace of education 
continues, I think the whole of our population will not become literate 
even in 200 years and the ideal of universal literacy will still remain a 
far cry. You will be interested to know, Sir, that from 1947 to 1950 all 
that this Government did to promote literacy was to open 25 schools. 
It will not be inapt to say that aftersometime this Government will 
also give the same reply in regard to the achievement of the goal of 
complete literacy in this State as the Central Government after 4 years 


of propaganda in connection with the Grow More Food Campaign and 
self-sutficiency in iood had given i.e, ‘Produce less children and plan 


your families’. Whe time is not far off when our Government will 
expiess its inability to provide for the education of the increasing 
population. Therefore, Sir, [ demand substantial increase in the 
money earmarked for education. 


With regard to the Government’s claim for bettering the lot of 
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fSardar Achhar Singh] 

vernacular teachers by giving them the new time-scales my submission 
is that it has, on the other hand, made matters worse. Under the 
old grade system, 50 per cent of the teachers used to be in the scale of 
pay of Rs. 50-3- 80/80-4-100, 35 per cent inthe grade of 105-7-140 > 
and the remaining 15 per cent in the grade of 150-10-220. Let the 
Government consult its records and it wiil be convinced that generally 

it did not take more than 8 years for a teacher to be promoted from 

one grade to the other and another 8 years to be promoted to the 

third grade. Thus under the old system, in 8 years‘ time a vernacular P 
teacher’s basic pay reached Rs. 105/- and Rs. 150/- in another 6 

years. Now let us see what is the position after the introduction of 

the new time-scales. According to these scales, it would take a 

teacher 16 years to reach the Rs. 105 limit, and another 16 years to 

get the third grade Now, Sir, you can for yourself jadge whether the 

new system has bettered or worsened the position of the vernacular 

teachers. Whatever advantage comes out of this scheme will be 

reaped by the teachers in the third grade and not those who are in 

the lower grades and who constitute more than 50 per cent of the 

. teachers’ strength. I would, therefore, strongly urge that the verna- 

cular teuchers should be given at least a start of Rs. £0/ in the grade 

of 90-5 150. 


Now, Sir, I want to voice some other grievances of these 
teachers. Whenever they want to appear in some examination to 
improv: their qualifications they have perforce to take about 3 or 4 
months’ leave and this is generally granted without pay. This causes a 
great hardship to them. In future, such study leave should be ‘given 

= with pay to all the teachers intending to ap-ear in some university 
examination I would also plead the cause of their children for free 
education in schools and colleges. The students in generai want a 
reduction in fees and a diminution in the prices of books and good 
arrangements for lodging in hostels. It is also necessary that a 
candidate who fails in one subject in any examination should not be 
made to appear in all the subjects again-- He should be permitted 
to take the examination only in that subject. 


The system of education should be overhauled. More importance p 
should be attached to tecunical educatiun. What a pity that in our 
State at prvsent the number of medical colleg s is only 2 and admission 
to them is very hard to get whil: the number of applicants is very N 
large. What progress will that country make where candidates have 
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to be disappointed due to their inability to get admission to technical 


institutions? 
a For the removing of unemployment, the opening of more 
N technical colleges is very important. 


As regards the teaching of history, I have to make a very 
important suggestion. Our history books should be re-written in such 
a manner that our true culture and civilization are presented in their 
pages in their true perspective and the spirit of nationalism is infused 
= ’ in the students’ minds. At present, the position is that while history 

books are full of illustrations of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawahar 
Lal the general impression conveyed by their contents is not calculated 
to promote the spirit of nationalism; on the other hand they leave 
the impression that the salvation of our country lies in American help 
and assistance. When I was a student, our text-books used to 
emphasize the blessings of the British rule. It appears as if today the 
boys annd girls are taught the blessings of American help. What I 
mean to say, Sir, is that our text-books in schools and colleges should 
be such as may create a ieeling of hatred in the minds of boys against 
imperialism and describe our struggles for freedom as national wars 
rather than mutinies and revolutions. Even the working of the 
> ' University is faulty in may respects. | 


~ on 


Mr. Speaker: The University is not under discussion. It is 


an antonomous body and its affairs cannot be discussed. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: On a point of Order, Sir. The grant to 

the University is included in the Demand under discussion. Every 

pane legislation relating to the University is passed by this Assembly, 

Ps therefore, Sir, in my opinion the working of the University can 
legitimately be discussed, 


Sardar Achhar Singh: According tə the constitution of the 
University, twenty per cent of the members of its Senate are elected 
by the registered graduates. Then, Sir, certain conditions have been 
prescribed for the graduates for their being entitled to vote for the 
election to the University Senate. Only graduates of 5 years’ standing 


> can be registered as voters. Then they have to pay Rs. 5/- initially 
f as registration fee and Re. 1/- annually to become voters. Is this 
A method of election to the Senate not undemocratic? For election 


' to this Legislature, which does more important work than the Senaet 
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[Sardar Achhar Singh] 
every grown-up person is entitled to vote. As a matter of fact, 
every graduate should be allowed to vote. 


Further, Sir, it has been found that some of the candidates for 
election to the Senate out of their own pockets pay the registration and 
annual fee of some graduates and get their votes, This practice is 
most undemocratic. Then, Sir, some members are nominated to 
the Senate. This practice should now be discontinued. Some Members 
may, however, be nominated frorn Pepsu till an independent University 
is established in that State. I, therefore, request the hon. Ministers to 


take steps to make the constitution of the University more 
democratic. 


Then, Sir, we find that University professors are sometimes 
kept for only 2 to 3 students. There is an instance of a professor 
who is getting an honorarium of Rs. 1209/- p. m. and is called an 
honorary professor. He was drawing only Rs. 250/- p. m. at one 
time as a whole - time employee. 


Then, Sir, there are only 6 representatives of colleges on the 
Senate, Out of these, 2 are from Technical Colleges and the 


remaining from the Arts Colleges in the State. The numbér of these 
respresentatives should be increased. 


Now, Sir, I would say something about the nationalization of 
text books, It is necessary that the books which are nationalized 
should be of a very good standard and should be cheap and easily 
available in the market. According to the past practice, the selection 
of books was done by a secret board and only those books were 
selected which were approved by the members of that board. Now 
under the new scheme the Government wiil give contracts to the 
writers with the result that favouritism will prevail. There will be 
a scramble for ‘book permits’ lik: tne permits for qoutas of sugar, 
iron and steel aad transport vehicles. This would be a.jother source 
of scandal. For the present, the Government has so far nation alized 
only 27 books as an experimental measure. The hon. Members of 
this House will be surprised to learn that since November, 1950 the 
Government has not been able to bring these books in the market 
for the use of the students. These have not yet been supplied even 
to the teachers. It is a strange thing that students are unable to get 
books in spite of the fact that these have been nationalized. As a 
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matter of fact, the Government should not have nationalized books 
without making arrangements for making them available in the 
market without unnecessary delay. Jt would have been better, if 
it had made its own arrangement for printing them. This national- 
lization of books is apt to be a source of another scandal so long as 
the Government is not able to make its own arrangement for their 
printing. l 


I apprehend, Sir, that in the absence of a Government Printing 
Press, a monoply would be given to certain individuals for the 
printing of books. 


Mr. Speaker : It appears as though some of the hon. Members 
are bent upon disregarding my rulings. The hon. Members can bring 
in a motion for fresh legislation to amend the present University Act, 


if they like to do so, but I request them not to level irrelevant 
criticism. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: (Julluadur City Sout-East) (Hindi): Sir, 
even the hon. Minister for Education and most of the other hon. 
Members admit that the provision for Education which has been 
made in the Budget presented to this House, is quite small. They 
also admit that this is a very important activity of the State but 
they have failed to provide as much money for it as was necessary. 
Now, Sir, I want to tell the hon. Members certain things pertaining 
to this Demand. 


First of all, I request the hon. Minister for Education to 
concentrate his att:ntion on the difficulties which the student 
community is facing in the State owing to the nationalization of 
text books. The students have not been able to get books up till 
now, though classification in the schools took place more than two 
months ago. 


The, Sir, I am of the opinion, that the present system of 
education of our State should be immediately overhauled. This 
system of education was instroduced by Lord Macaulay. 
He wanted to produce such Indian clerks for running the British 
administration in this country, as would always think in terms 
of the British. He had once said: 


Let us create a class of people who should be Ind/ans only in the 
e 


~ 
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[Shrimati Sita Devi] | 
--colour of their skin, but shoul be Paglichmen in thir tases, 


: fashions, ‘ikings and. inclinatio’ s. 


Lord Macaulay did succeed in his mission. Now, Sir, that 
India has attained freedom, we must without delay over haul 
this system of education which suited a foreign power anxions 
to maintain its sway over our country Now, the medium of 
our education should be our national language instead of English. 


Then, Sir, the number of Arts Colleges in the State is already 
large. Our Government should take steps to open more Engineering 
Colleges, Medical Colleges and other similar colleges to impart 


technical education to the people. 


Sir, if we look at page 269 of the Budget, we will find that 
whereas a sum of Rs. 15,29,270 has been provid:d for the Arts 
Colleges, a sum of 2,689¢0 only has been earmarked for the 
professional colleges, Similarly, the education of girls is such that 
they derive no advantage out of it, They are neither prepared fully for 
the responsibilities of domestic life nor for outdoor social lfe. Their 
education should be such that up to the Matriculation standard, they 
learn Domestic Science, Civics, Home Nursing, Economics, something of 
Political Scienc: and the Constitution of India, so that when they 
leave the school they are in 2 positioa to discharge the r duties in the 
domestic as well as the social sphere. I wish to draw the attention 
of the hon. Ministers to those subjects which should be made 
compulsory upto the Matriculation standard. So far as girls are 
concerned, I don’t think that coliegiate education is essential for the w. 
There are certain girls who would like to pursue their higher studies 
for the inedical and teaching professions. Arrangements can be made 
for them But most of the girl students do not generally go beyond 
the Matriculation and therefore thetr education should be thorough 
and complete by that stage. Mathematics and such other subjects 
which a:e of no use to them hould be eliminated and instead, they 


© should be imparted instruction in Homé Nursing etc at this stage. 


Last year, some statistics were supplied by the Government which 
showed that that the number of women and men was nevrly equal in 
the population of the State. But you will be surprised to know that 
there is a vast difference in the treatment meted out to the women in 
the matter of educational facilities. Figures are available up to 
1950 only. They show that since '9:7 while the number 
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of boys’ schools and colleges has increased there is no correspending 
increase in the number of girl’s schools and colleges. As a matter 
of fact, the number of the latter has gone down. It will not be out 
of place to quote the figures for the year 1950 in this respect. The 
number of colleges up to the Degree standard for boys was twenty one 
while for girls it was only three. The number of high schools for boys 
was 335 and for girls it was thirty-seven cnly. The number of upper 
middle schools for boys was 423 while for girls it was eighty-three 
The number of lower middle schools for boys was 549. There were 
no such schools for girls. The figures for primary schools are even 
more striking. The number of primary schools for boys was 3,096 
while for girls it was 1,012 only. The number of industrial schools for 
boys was sixteen while that for girls was eight only. (Mr. Speaker 
Only five minutes more). Sir, itis an important subject. But anyhow 
I will try to state as many facts and views as possible within this: 
short period, 


In the first place, the hon. Ministers say that in opening new 
schools the most difficult problem that faces the Government is that 
of buildings. [I would like to suggest that the restriction of housing 
school in big buildings saould be removed so that new schools may 
be started in huts and cottages and under the trees as in the past. 
Another proble.a that has com: to the forefront is that of numerous 
private institutions which have sprung up after the partition. The 
case of Subhash Acidemy at Jullundur has shown that such 
institutions are the centres of immoral practices of various kinds. In 
my opinion, th: restrictions. on private unrecogaised institutions 
should be reimposed. 


Another matter of importance in the sphere of education ‘is 
that of the salaries of the teachers. I think they are too 


low Something should be done to increase them so that 
the teachers may enjoy a dignified status in society. I don’t 
Say that economy cannot be effected within the department itself, 
On page 275 of the Budget, a sum of Rs.19, 71, 900 has been 
provided for 1,366 teachers in the State. On the other side, there 
are some high officers who swallow a big morsel of the Budget. For 
instance, the salary of the Director is very high as compared with 
the low-paid employees of this department. There are two Deputy 
Directors for whom there appears to be no aeed at all. 


P lean 
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(Shrimati Sita Devi] 
A sum of Rs. 25,350 has been provided for the children of 
Europeans by way of scholarship. Is there any need for this when 


our own children are getting education under difficult conditions ? 
I think this is an anachronism. 


On page 284, a sum of Rs. 1, 76, 340 has been set apart for 
Adult Education in the State. In my opinion this provision is too 
meagre to meet the needs of such an important activity. This should 
be increased. Asa matter of fact, it appears that our Government 
is pampering certain branches of our Education Department at the 
expense of some others which are less important. Another 
Instance of this is that of Physical Education. Last year, 
there was a school for the training of physical instructors at Tara Devi 
where men and women were trained for a Diploma in Physical 
Education. This Budget provides no money for this purpose. There 
were other items of expenditure also which find no place in this 
Budget. On page 285, we find that the provision of Rs. 5,000 for the 
Hindustan Scouts Association which was made in the year 1951 is now 
missing. Similarly, no provision has been made for the “Girl Guides” 
this year. We are unable to ask the Punjab University to make 
military training compulsory. But I would strongly urge upon our 
Government the necessity of doing this. Military training should be 
made compulsory for both boys and girls. 


The girls should be provided the same facilities as are available 
to the boys. The Government has employed five wormen in the Home 
Defence Department at Simla and they are being paid „about Rs. 300 
p.m.each. This expenditure can be easily curtailed and the amount 
of money thus saved can be atilised for making arrangements for 
imparting physical education in girl’s schools. 


Then, Sir, the figures given at page <86 of the Budget reveai 
that only a very small amount has been sanctioned for libraries. Since 
partition, I have been fecling that on account of the small number of 
libraries in our State we are not getting sufficient mental food in the 
form of books For dissemination of knowledge, it is essential to have 
as many libraries as possible. I shall, therefore, reg uest the Government 
to provide more money for this purpose. Until the Government brings 


about a revolutionary change in the system of education, our State can 
make no progress. 


ir 
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Sardar Wazir Singh :(Delhon) (Punjabi). Mr. Speaker, the 
hon.Chief Minister delivered a lengthy speech yesterday lasting for about 


Mio two hours and he received repeated applause from the Government 
po ' Benches. He stated in the course of his speech that in the struggle 
i between the rich and the poor-the haves and the have-nots—which 


was going on in the State, the Government was on the side of the 
poor. On hearing that speech, I thought that if those words were 
given a practical shape, our ruined State would make a rapid progress; 
but mere words and applause can dono good The speeches which 
our Ministers delivered at different places during their tours raised 

i no hope in the hearts of «he people. The people feel that many 
claims and promises were made before and after the election, but those 
had yielded no practical results. 


During the discussion on the Demand for General Administration 
it was pointed out that not a penny had been provided for the 
benefit of the poor people and today again we notice that no provision 
has been made for the education of the illiterate masses. Since the 
attainment of independence, nothing has been done in this direction. 
The demand under discussion gives no indication of any progress 
being made during the current year in the sphere of education. In 
my opinion, it is the foremost duty of the Government to provide 
free primary education. It should be made compulsory. On the 

contrary, I find that arrangements for education have deteriorated 
since the country became free. I shall give facts and figures in 


support of my statement. 


I am the Chairman of the District Board, Ludhiana and I wish 
to tell the House that in 1947 the expenditure incurred on education 
by that Board amounted to Rs. 6,85,000. This included the sum 

a- of Rs 2,76,000 given by the Government to meet seventy per cent 
a8 -expenditure on primary education. After the partition, a large number 
of displaced persons came to this State and there was a greater 
demand for educational institutions. In free India it was our duty 
to have at least one primay school in an area of five square miles and 
one middle school in an area of eight square miles. In order to meet 
the increasing demand for schools, the District Board, Ludhiana, 
increased its Budget for education to Rs. 16,85,000 this year out of 
‘the total revenue of Rs. 27 lakhs. We thought that during the days | 
> of the British rule, we could not expect sympathy from the Govern- 
‘ment but now we could expect greater help from our own Ministers. 
4 What has actually happened is this. When the District Board spent 
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(Sardar Wazir Singh] 

Ks, 6,85,000 on education, the Government gave a grant of 

Rs. 2,76,000, while now when the Board’s expenditure on education 

has been increased to Rs 16,85,000, the Government has reduced 

the grant to Rs. 1,30000. We represented to the hon Minister for 

Education that education was the greatest need of the people and the 

District Board could not afford such a heavy expenditure out of its 

revenues, but we were told that the amount of grant was determined 

on the basis of expenditure incurred in the year 1947, which was treated 
as the basic year for that purpose. In that year,a large number of 
uprooted persons came to this State, our sthools remained closed for a 
considerable length of time and the Muslim teachers left for Pakistan 
without receiving their salaries. The expenditure on education, which 
the District Board, Luihiana, had to incure that year was the lowest. 


Instead of increasing the grant, the Government has reduced it to 


Rs. 1,36,000. We have requested the Government several times to 


calculate the average expenditure during the last five years. and to 
give a grant on that basis, but no reply has been received. This is 
what our Government is doing for the common people! 


Our Ministers go on tours and claim to be the friends of the 
poor, but | beg to submit that the public are influenced by the 
actions of the Government and not by their speeches and visits. The 
Government should reduce its expenditure and try to raise the 
economic condition of the people. If that is done, there will be no 
need of our Ministers visiting different places and holding conferences. 


The District Board, Ludhiana, wrote to the Government that 
if it was not prepared to incre. se the grant, it should at least increase 
the number of District Inspectors and Assistant District Inspectors. 
We were prepared to meet the additional expenditure by increasing 
the local rate or by some other means. The number of District 
Inspectors and Assistant District Inspectors is so small, that they 
cannot inspect the schools twice a year. The inspection staff say 
that the amount of travelling allowance sanctioned for them is so 
small that it is exhausted in one month and they cannot undertake 
tours during the remaining eleven months of the year. We have 


represented to the Government many times during the last two years 
and offered to pay the additional amount from our own revenues, 
but our request has not been acceded to so far. The District Board, 
Ludhiana, is running 587 primary schools, 80 or 85 middle schools 
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and 17 high schools I shall request the Government to consider our 
demand sympathetically. 


Then, Sir, it was stated on behalf of the Government that it had 
undertaken the nationalization of text-books. Nobodyin this House 
is opposed to that scheme. At the same time, I want to point out 
that the way in which this work is being done, i.e., the method of 
selecting publishers has become a scandal. The hon. Minister 
for Education should see that the selection of publishers is made ina 
just and fair manner. Party and political consideraticns should not 
influence their selection. | 


Education is the most important subject and the Government 
should prepare a scheme for opening one primary school in every 
five square miles and one middle school in every eight or ten square 
miles. There should be at least one high school in every fifteeen 
square miles. This can be done in two ways only. One of these is 
the entrusting of this work to the District Boards. As the Boards 
do not possess sufficient funds, they cannot do this work efficiently 
without liberal aid from the Government. To obviate this difficulty, 
the Government can provincialize education and take over all 
the schools into its own hands. The other way of accomplishing this 
task is to decentralise it and to entrust the running of primary 
and middle schools to the village panchayats. The Government 
should adopt one of these methods without further delay, 


so that the demand of the people for more schools may be 
satisfied. 


Shri Sadhu Ram (Naraingarh) (Hindi): sir, I am grateful 
to you for giving me time to speak. I shall be failing in my duty 
if I don’t congratulate the Government on what it has done for the 
promotion of education in the State during the short period it has 
been in office — for instance the revision of the scales of pay of 
teachers, the nationalization of text-books etc. However, I am certain 
some friends sitting opposite who are in the habit of indulging in 
criticism for the sake of criticism shall find fault with the Government 
even in a matter like the nationalization of the text-books, It is so 
important and beneficial a measure that I can’t congratulate the 
Government enough for it. True, the pace of the Government is slow 
and halting and not in keeping with the needs of the time and therefore 
we should j impress upon it the necessity of quickening the pace of 
reforms in such a vital sphere as education. 


= 
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[Shri Sadhu Ram] 


Sir, I want to devote the rest of my timeto the drawing of 
Government’s attention to the cause of education in the backward 
areas. It is almost an axiomatic truth that tosupress a nation or a 
section of the people living in a particular area, all that need be done is 
to deprive it of all facilities for education. It is, of course equally true 
that if you want to uplift people give them the maximum facilities 
for education. I belong to that part which may well be called the 
Andamans (Kalapani) of this State. For ten long miles you will not, 
Sir, come across a single primary school if you happen to travel in 
that zlaga. What a pity it is, Sir, that even in tnis era of independence 
backward areas are being neglected as in past! In this Budget, I find 
not a trace of any scheme for the spread of educ tion in these areas. 
Almost all the money allocated for education has been earmarked for 
urban areas which are already advanced and where the people are rich 
enough to start private institutions themselves. 


The conditions in my tlaga are well-known to the Minister for 
Education since he toured these areas widely during his election 
campaign. Mauza Taparian is situated in a wild, rugged, hilly tract. 
It has only one middle school and two primary schools, which too have 
been started only recently. Through you, Sir, I make an earnest 
appeal to the Government to pay immediate attention to the uplift- 
ment of these areas for a body cannot be regarded as healthy so long 
as its even most insignificant limb is defective.. Whenever any such 
demand for giving educational facilities to the backward areas is 
made, it is put off on the ground of paucity of funds. I d.n’t deny 
that the resources of our State are limited bu: at the same time I 
cannot help pointing out that there are not a few avoidable items of 
expenditure from which money can be saved and spent for the spread 
of education in backward areas. a saving of Rs. two to two and a 
half lakks can be effected by abolishing the posts and offices of 
Commissioners. If the Civil Supplies Department is abolished, with 
the resultant saving in expenditure of the order of about Rs. 25 lakhs, 
this Government can, in my opinion, introduce compulsory primary 
education in the whole of this State. 


My next submission is that the District Boards should be divested 
of the responsibility of giving education to the rural population since 
they are least fitted to discharge it. Our bitter experience of these 
bodies compels us to say this, because the money they realize from 
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the people in the form of local rates is more often than not mis-spent, 
I would even say, squandered on useless schemes such as erection of 
many — storeyed buildings for their offices etc, the like of which you 
will not come across even in big towns while the schools run by them 
are housed in roofless buildings! District Boards are surely not the 
proper agency for giving primary education. People would welcome 
their abolition since they are fed up with their undue exaction in the 
form of cesses. The responsibility for education should be vested in the 
Panchayats and the Government should give them some funds 
for this purpose In that case, people would also gladly contribute 
money for this purpose. 


Sardar Darbara Singh (Nurmahal) (Punjabi): Sir, a directive 
priniciple has been laid down in our Constitution to the effect that the 
State shall endeavour to bring about universal literacy in the country 
within a period of ten years but it appears to me that if the present 
pace of the progress of education continues this objective will even 
after ten years be far from being realized. So far as the District 
Board schools are concerned, our heads hang down in shame at the 
scandalous state of affairs prevailing in them. In villages, classes 
have to be held very often under the shade of trees because no money 
is made available by these Boards for the construction of school 
buildings. While in other countries, greatest attention is paid to 
primary education and very able and specially trained staff is engaged 
for this purpose with a view to developinz the potentialities of the 
mind of the child with the help of the most modern methods, here the 
conditions in which it is given are most deplorable. Instead of the 
atmosphere in our schools being conducive to the development of the 
chiid’s mind, it is one of constant fear, fright and intimidation as a 
result of which the children develop many complexes aud the state 
of their mind becomes morbid. The District Boards instead of 
spending on giving proper educational facilities squander away their 
funds on useless things. i 


Our Government has revised the scale of the District Board 
teachers and though the relief provided is not substantial yet it has 
given some encouragement to the teachers. They want that the 
Government should increase their salaries so that they may be able 
to put their heart and soul into their work. Moreover, I would like 
to bring it to the notice of the hon. Minister - in-charge that orders 
have been issued by -the Divisional Inspectress of Schools Juliundur 
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[Sardar Darbara Singh] 

to the District Inspectress of Schools, Jullundur, that she should not go 
on tour for inspections. I do not understand what considerations 
have influenced the Government making a decision like this when 
such a practice has never been in vogue in other States. Besides 
this, the Head Mistress, Government Girls High School, Jullundur, 
is refusing admission to the girl students of the mofussil. I cannot 
understand why these unfortunate girls belonging to villages are 
refused admission in the schools when the Government has not 
provided educational facilities in the rural areas 


The people in mv village are willing to cortribute Rs. 32,000 
and are also prepared to give land measuring 50 kanals if the 
Government undertakes to start a middle or high school there, but 
the Government seems to be reluctant even after this offer. I think 
that the Government should transfer all District Board schools from 
the towns to villages. Now the position is that there is no Govern-- 
ment High or Middle school even in a village where there is a 
population of eight or ten thousand. Special attention should be paid 
by the Government towards rural areas to educate the dumb 
millions. Then and then only its work will be appreciated by the 


masses. 


Shri Dev Haj Sethi (Rohtak City) (Hindi): Sir, a renowned 
historian has remarked that the battle of Waterloo was won 
on the play-fields of Eton. It means that the students of 
Oxford University were responsible for bringing about the 
downfall of Napoleon in the battlefield. So, it is the system of 
education on which depends a country’s progress or downfall. We 
have been hearing for the last 50 years that the scheme of primary 
education known as the Wardha Scheme of education or NAI TALIM 
will be introduced here. But what we find today is that if there 
was literacy among Y per cent of the population before the partition 
it is hardly 9} per cent or at the most 10 per cent today. Whereas 
the population has increased by geometrical progression there has 
not been a corresponding increase in the percentage of literacy in 
India. If our Government continues to follow the ‘Laissez Faire’ 
policy which shifts the onus of duty from the State to the individual 
it will take fiity years or a even century to educate the masses in our 
State. Apart from this, we find such a mal-adjustment between 
the system of education and the needs of society that educated young 
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men cannot easily be absorbed in the country’s economy. Before 
1947, in the united Punjab, the number of students who appeared in 


iko the Matriculation Examination was 47,000 and now when there are 
po only thirteen districts this number has increased to 50,000. Out of 
t á these 50,000 students, about 38,000 might have been declared 


| succeessful. Then, eight or nine thousand, I think, would have taken 
to higher studies and five or six thousand migh: have got jobs and the 


remaining twenty-five thousand must have swelled the ranks of the 
unemployed. 


p= There are not many openings for people to be gainfully employed 
instead of sitting idle. Now-a-days, these idle young men continue 
to scan the ‘wanted? columns of the newspapers to become ‘Babus’ 
in some offices When after sometime they fail in their efforts to 
get any job, they become disgruntled and easily get into the fold of 
the Communists. Macaulay, the father of the present system of 
education, introduced it in 1833 when 80 per cent of the English 
people lived in cities and 20 per cent in the rural areas. But now 
the case is the reverse here. We should invite eminent educationists 
from America and Russia to come and put their heads together for 
devising better methods of education aud overhauling. the present 
system according to the needs of the time. 


Now I advert to the Budget of the Education Department under 
the sub-head ‘Direction’ which relates to the pay of officers in the 
Head quarters office. In the united Punjab, the total expenditure 
on the pay of these officers amounted to Rs. 3,15,°09 but now when 
there are only thirteen districts this expenditure has gone up to 
Rs. 4,62,070. Even if we exclude the pay of the officers eraployed 
recently in connection With the Provincial Advisory Board for Books 
which aggregates to Rs, 79,000 approximately, the expenditure still 
amounts Rs, 3,72,00€, I hope that the hon. Minister for Education 
who is known to be a man of firm determination will do careful 
prunning of the Budget relating to this Department and 1etrench the 
superfluous posts in it. The post of Deputy Director of Public 
Instruction can be easily abolished without detriment to the efficient 
working of the office. I quite agree with my sister Shrimati Sita Devi 
ai that there is neeå for saving the money provided for European 

á education. The sum provided in the Budget for European schools 

A is Rs. 97,290. The Inspectors of European schools also draw special 
pays. Ithink that these schools are now meant to impart education 
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to the children of I. C. S. and P. C. S. Officers. It is strange that 
when we have not been able to extend educational facilities in the 
rural areas and when the cause of adult education is suffering, the 
sum of Rs. 14 lakhs should be provided in the Budget for thg 
education of the children of I.C. S. and P. C. S. Officers! I think that 
this item has not caught the eye of the hon. Education Minister 
otherwise he would not have sanctioned this amount. 


The local bodies are being given an annua! grant to the tune 
of 89 lakhs of rupees for running schools which are under their control. 
The consensus of public opinion is definitely against the continuance 
of the control of these schools in the hands of the local bodies, T'he 
management of these schools is being carried on in a scandalous 
manner, They are badly housed, ill-equipped and improperly staffed. 
The sooner they are provincialised the better. When the Government 
can afford to meet 75% of the expenditure in some cases and also 
108% in some other cases, it can easily afford 80% more. The Teachers 
Union has on the basis of its personal experience given its verdict 
against the continuance of these schools in the hands of the local 


bodies. Education in this State cannot improve unless this scandalous 
state of affiars is put an end fo. 


Professor Mota Singh Ananodpuri (Adampur) (Punjabi): Sir, I 
wanted to dwell at length on the subject of education but for want of 
time, I will confine myself to a few points only. Our present system of 
education is antiquated and stereotyped and has become completely 
rotten. The need of overhauling it can hardly be overemphasised 
because it is only education that makes a nation great. If our system 
of education is not reorientated, rejuvenated and invigorated, then our 
nation shall shortly begin to degenerate. 


Mr. Speaker: Are you making a speech in English or 
Hindustani ? 


Profes or Mota Singh Anandpuri: I can speakin any language 
that you like. A few words of English have necessarily to he used 
here and there even in a Hindustani speech. Now, Sir, the pr blem 

before us is how to stem the tide of rot and degeneration that has 
the set in. I want to draw the attention of the Education Minister to 


this matter. Now this problem is two-fold. If one aspect relates to techni- 


que and procedure, the other relates to the finance. First I refer to the 
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technique. The manner or method of imparting education in our 
country is very faulty. It puts too much strain on the brain of the 
children who are forced to devote their attention toso many different 
subjects from the very start. The courses in primary stage are so 
vast and varied that a child can hardly be expected to digest and 
assimilate what he is taught. His attention and energy are dissipateG 
by ma' ing his brain accept too much. Even the children in the second- 
standard have to master as many as four Readers. The sooner this 
burden on the children is lightened the better for their growth. 


Primary education is the key-stone and, therefore, we have to 
devote ourselves to its reformation first of all. Only then shall we be 
able to build a good superstructure. From the beginning, children 
should be taught useful things and facts relating to Science, 
Agriculture, Civics, Morality, Social Service, etc. instead of wasting 
their time on story books and novels, For a country like ours there is a 
greater need for scientific knowledge than anything else, especially 
when 90% of our p»pulation have agriculture as their profession. 
Therefore, Sir, Science should find a very prominent place in the 
curricula framed for our schools and colleges. Agricultural Chemistry 
and other scientific education should be imparted to students in the 
secondary stage So far as students in colleges are concerned, study 
of advanced methods of farming, composting of manure and 
manufacture of fertilizers should be made compulsory. If they learn 
these things in their student age, they would prove a great asset for 
the agricultural improvement of our State. The Industries and the 
Education Departments should co-operate to provide training in 
methods of improving agriculture to the students in colleges. 


Yesterday, our Chief Minister was referring to the prevalence 
of communalism in the State and was stressing the need for uprooting 
it. I think his fears about this matter are rather exaggerated. 
However, I would suggest some methods of preventing the spread of 
communalism. The first thing that the Government can do is to 
take over all private institutions in its own hands because it is these 
institutions which breed the germs of communalism and, moreover, 
the state of affairs in these institutions is also scandalous. If for the 


present the Government cannot afford to take them over, it should 
at least try that some representatives of teachers should also be taken 
on the Managing Committees so that services of teachers are not 
dispensed with without any rhyme or reason and they are assured of 
some security. 
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The University administ:ation is also badly in need of reform. 
The position at present is that it is being dominated by a clique of 4 
or 5 persons who are having their way in very matter. Out of all 
the 72 Members of the Senate, 20 are nominated. This method of 
nomination is undeMocratic and out-of-date and should be put an 
end to. 


Mr. Speaker: This is not the subject under discussion. The 
constitution of the University is governed by a separate Act and you 
can discuss it only by bringing forward a resolution to this effect. = 


Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgah} (Hindi): Sir, in our country, 
some people claim with pride that they would root out communa- 
lism from the country. I doubt if they wilibe able todo so until 
they are able to bring all denominational and private institutions 
under the direct control of the Government. In District stohtak, 
there is, at least, one School representing each community, sect or 
class of the population of that District. There is a Gaur High 
' School, a Saini High School, a Jat High School, a Vaish High School 
| and so on. Our Government cannot successfully change the mental 
| outlook of the younger generations of our State who are fed on 
communal ideas during their studies in these schools, until it is able 
to take the management of these schools in its direct control. These 
schools are hobeds of communalism and sectarianism I, therefore, 

! request the hon. Minister for Education to stop the working of 
these schools immediately or take steps to bring them under the 
direct control of the Government. 


The next thing to which I want to draw the attention of the hon. 
Members is that at some places there is a large number of educational 
institutions, while at other places there is not even one. Just take 
the case of Rohtak. There is a Government Degree College, a Jat 
High School, a Gaur High School and so many other institutions 
but at other places in the same District, not even a single school or 
college isto be found. I, therefore, request the hon. Minister for 
Education to take steps to keep one or two of these institutions at 
Rohtak and spread the others in other parts of the District. 


Sir, I remember once a ‘Mirasi’ happened to visit Simla 
With his master. Here hesaw people wearing warm clothes in the > 
f summer. When he went back, he continued to put on the woolen 
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blanket which he had to put on at Simla in spite of the excessive heat 
there. Consequently, he developed eczema on his body. Sir, similar 


xs is the case with our hon. Ministers. They are also suffering from the 
> same trouble. The Britishers have gone from our country, but our 
a hon. Ministers are patronizing the system of education which had 


| been introduced by the British in spite of the fact that they fully 
realize that this system does not suit our society. Even to day, 
we find that some of our countrymen have a soft corner for the things 
patronized by the British. The Eritish system of co-education is a 
> curse for our country. It is against the traditions of Hinduism. In 
England, Sir the young girls are said to have attained the marriageable 
age when they are 20 to 22 years old but in India we find that they 
are considered mature at 15 or 16 years of age. Our country is 
following the British system of co-education quite blindly. ‘here in 
England, young girls and young boys can study together, because 
they normally mature only after their college studies, This system 
cannot suit our society because the girls in our country attain the 
marriageaLle age much eareier. It is because of this, Sir, that it 
often comes to our notice that such and such girl has eloped with such 


and such professor or Principal. These things are not liked by our 
society. It does not like that young girls and young boys should 
study together. We wanted our girls to follow the high ideals of 


> Sita and Savitri but what is happening is the reverse ‘of it. They 
are turning into butterflies. Therefore, they should not be allowed 
to study along with the boys. 


Moreover, Sir, it is undesirable to impart the same type of 
education to both boys and girls. The boys should have quite 
different subjects to study. The subjects which are taught to the 
boys should not be taught to the girls because the latter have to 
work in a different sphere after completing their education. Our 
society does not like that our girls should work in the offices. The 
present schools are only capable of producing clerks and the students 
after completing their studies find themselve, quite unfit to enter any 
other profession except service. I can safely say that every year our 
schools and colleges are producing 2 to 3 thousand youngmen, who 
are only fit for clerical jobs and nothing else 


á Then Sir, the most interesting thing which I want to bring 


re _ to the notice of this House is that the Budget before it only provides 


Rs. 1/8/ to Rs. 2/* per head per annum on education. We can never 
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(Shri Sri Chand] 
hope to overhaul the present system of education with this provision. 
Sutficient funds are required for this purpose. 


Then, Sir, there are only 3,600 schools in our State for 16,000 
villages. Isit being fair to the poor ruralites to provide just one 
primary school for 5 villages ? 


Then, Sir, when some posts are to be filled in some Government 
Department, the poor candidates from the rural areas are condemned 
on the ground that they have not been able to speak English well 
and that they are not well qualified. Our Government does not 
realise that when there is no proper arrangement for their education, 
how can they come up to the mark. They are not given any 
concession and are being debarred from Government service. 


Then, in Simla itself there are two colleges, while in the whole 
of the Ambala Division there are only five Government Colleges. 
The Government has provided a sum of Rs. 10,600/- in this budget 
for opening a hostel for girls at Rohtak. This hostel is being opened 
because the friend of an hon Minister has to be obliged by the 
hiring of his bunglow. Then, Sir, if the colleges are opened in the rural 
areas, the students will be saved from visiting cinemas etc. In the 
end, I request the hon. Ministers to take early steps to change the 
whole system of our education since it does not suit our soci ty. 


‘Chaudhari Mohd Yasin Khan (ferozepore Jhirka) (Hindi): 
Sir, according to the policy of the Congress party and the Government, 
our claim should be considered before that of others. Moreover, 
mine is the only constituency in the Punjab from where a Congress 
candidate has been returned unopposed. This also strengthens our 
claim. I would like to submit that in 244 villages of Ferozepore Jhirka 
Tehsil there is not a single Government High School and no middle 
school for girls even at the headquarters. This is the area where 
refugees from Pakistan and displaced persons of this very ilaqa are 
living under difficult conditions. The Government is duty-bound to 
rehabilitate them and therefore there is a great need for opening more 
schools there and trying to improve the condition of the existing 
ones. 


I am very sorry to say that no provision for that purpose has been 
made in this Budget. Of course, the hon. Ministers cannot be held 
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responsible for this but I think that they can redress this grievance 
by making some such provision in the Supplementary Estimates. 
In this manner, the displaced persons can be reh:bilitated 
educationally and the people of a backweid area can be 
pulled up to the level of the others. Chaudhri Sri Ghand. 
has stated that in order to put an end to communalism 
in the State the essential prerequisite is that denominational 
institutions should be clos>d I don’t disagree with his view but 
the fact is that in our ilaqa there is no Government High Sch3ol 
at all. There is oily ore high school, namzd Brayne Meo High 
School Nuh. In the United Punjab it was one of the leading schools 
of the Province. At present it is in financial difficulties. The 
money that it deposited in the Gurgaon Centarl Co-operative Bank 
Ltd. Gurgaon is not being paid to the school. The grant that it was 
to receive from the District Board has not been given to it. Only a 
monthly grant at the trate of Rs. 66/- is available to it under this 
Budget. It can well be realised what a high school can do with a 
petty sum of Rs. 66/- per month. Of course, the Governor was 
pleased t> give a grant of Rs. 1,960/- plus Rs. 3,000/- sometime back. 
But apart from that no aid of a substantial nature is being rendered 
to the institutior. The salaries of the teachers are being paid with 
great difficulty by making collection. Another g:ievance of the 
school is that when the cvacuec camp was set up just in front of the 
school premises, 2 good deal of d image was sustained by the building 
and the furniture, altiough the Police Station was not far off. I would 
request the Government to py compensation for this damage. 


The conditions of education in the Gurgaon District are 
deplorable There is no colleze and no girls high school even at 
‘the headquarters. In other countries of the world, education is 
given a piominent place in the budgets. We have konwledge of 
numerous instances of time limit; having been fixed to educate 
the people. But herein our country what to say of education even 
the percentage of literacy is very low. No time limit has been 
fixed to liquidate illiteracy. We are going forward slowly and 


haphazaradly. 


Another opinion which I wish to express on the subject of 
education is with regard to co education. In this connection, I need 
not give a detailed exposition of my views. Suffice it to say that our 
people do not likeit. It does not suit their taste. They do not 
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even lik: to see girls of eight or nine years of age studying together 
with boys at one place. Our villagers are specially against it. So 
I hope, the Government will confine its experiments to the urban 


areas only and leave the villages alone in this matter. With these 
words, I resume my seat. 


Sardar Gurbanta Singh (Adampur) (Punjabi): Sir, some of 
the hon. Members have expressed their opinions and have given 
certain useful suggestions which, I am sure, the Government wil 
consider favourably. I would also like to say certain things in 
connection with the Budget I have studied it thoroighly and am 
convinced that it does not contain all that it should for the benetit 
of the people in the: ural areas. I would like to submit that there 
should be more schools in the villages than there are at present. 
In my district, for example, all the four high schools and some of 
the primary and middle schools are in the urban areas. Various 
representations have been made and the District Board has 
passed resolutions that the schools should be shifted from the towns 
and cities to the villages, but all in vain When the poor 
villagers pay most of the taxes, why should they not be provided 
with full facilities in the matter of the education of their children? 
In this Budget, there is a provision for the starting of about sixteen 
or eighteen schools of primary standard 1 would most humbly 
submit that all of them should be started in the villages. 


There is another thing which, I think this hon. House should 
know. It is this that where schools are started in villages the poor 
residents of the villages are asked to erect buildings to house them; 
Whereas in the case of schools in the Model Towns in Jullundur, 
Ludhiana, kohtak and Karnal, etc. the buildings have been raised 
at the expense of the Government itself. Ican’t understand this 
discrimination. Asa matter of fact, it. is the poor villagers who 
need the help of the Government more than any one else, The 
people living in towns are in a position to open their own schools 
So I would like to stress the necessity of giving financial assist ance 
to the villages. 


Another matter towards which Shrimati Sita Devi has drawn 
the attention of this House is the education of girls. In this 
connection, I wish to point our that our District Board started some 
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girls schools sometime back. But the officers of the education 
department do not even pay visits to them. It is strange that 
while all other schools are visited and inspected properly, these girls 
schools are being ignored. 


Then, Sir, Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring this fact to the notice 
of the Government that the schools functioning in the villages are in 
a miserable condition. Salaries of the teachers are too meagre to 
enable them to make both their ends meets The number of students 
in each class is as large: as 80 and so the teacher is unable to cope 
with such an unwieldy class. The matter does not end here. ‘Ihe 
students have to sit on the ground as no ‘tat’ is provided to the 
sShools. I am not exaggerating things. The hon. Minister must 
have seen things for himself during his tours in the rural areas. It is 
a thousand pities that the Government does not care to supply even 
‘tats’, leave alone buildings for the schools. Ther, as I have stated, 
the number of students in a class is already very large and consequently 
admission is refused to the child:en of villagers. The reason put 
forward by the school authorities is that in view of the small number 
of teachers and the already large number of students, it is not possible 
for them to admit any more children. But this difficulty is not such 
as cannot be overcome. The Government should pay due attention 
to this matter and increase the number of teachers in the village 
schools. The difficulty of getting admission to the schools is not 
peculiar to the villages; this exists in the towns as well. My hon. 
Friend Sardar Darbara Singh has stated on the floor of the House 
that in Jullundur there was a girls school where it was well-nigh 
impossible to get a girl admitted without a score of recommendations. 


Now I come to another point. The Government has done well 
to revise the grades of the teachers. By doing so, it has brought all 
the teachers on the same level. Now it will not be possible for those 
teachers who can procure recommendations to steal a march over their 


colleages in the matter of promotion. But there is one drawback in 
this grade. The starting pay has been fixed at Rs. 5U/- p. m. which 


is too small an amount to meet the requirments of a teacher. Now a- 
days even a matriculate can get a pay of 50/-. p. m., but one has 
to spend a number of years in getting training in the art of teaching 
before one can be appointed asa teacher. It is, therefore, unfair to 
give a teacher only a paltry sum of Rs. 50/- as a starting pay. I am 
of the opinion that the minimum starting pay of a teacher should be 
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fixed at Rs. 70/- or 89/- p. m. I hope the Government will see that 


justice is done t» the teachers in this respect. 


Then, Sir, while, perusing the Budget I was simply amazed to see 
one item. This is in regaid to the provision made for awarding a 
scholarship to a girl for the purpose of learning the art of dancing in 
foreign countries. I may point out that however good the intention 
of the Government may be the fact remains that this action of the 
Government has not found favour with the publi at large. The. hon. 
Minister for Education will perhaps remember the hue and cry raised 
by the citizens of Jullundur in a public meeting with regard to this 
matter. As a matter of fact, our society cannot take kindly to our 
sisters and daughter; going at Government expense to learn the art of 
dancing in foreign countries. I have conveyed my and my countrymen’s 
feelings on this subject to the Government and [ hope necessary action 


will be taken in the matter. 


There is then an important matter to which I wish to Invite 
the pointed attention of the Government and that is this. 
Although the Goveenment has m de provw'sion for the award 
of scholarships to the Harijans and has also passed 
orders for the remission of their fees in the schools, yet 
difficulty is that these orders are not complied with by the authorities 
concerned. I find that there is some force in the refusal of the 
school authorities to adinit the Harijan boys. The reas n ıs this. 
The financial loss caused by the remission of fees of the Harijans in 
the schools is made good by the Government ir the form of grant or 
subsidy. Now, the machinery ¿f tho Government which m.kes th se 
grants to the schools is extremely slow moving and it tikes very long 
to send the much-needed money to the schools. The result is that foi 
lack of funds, the school authorities begin to refuse admission to 
Harijan boys. In this connection, it may be ctated that two or three 
years h: ve passed and yet the Government has not paid a sum of 
Rs. 16,0C0/- due to the Alalwalpur school, in lieu of rem ssion of f-es 
Similarly, Harijan students do not get scholarships in time with the 
result that they experience difficulties in the prosecution of their 
studies. It is obvious that if the help needed urgentiy by the Harijan 
students and wbich the Government earnestly wants to extend to them 
does not reach them in time, then the very object for whch this help 
is intended is defeated. I hope the Government will pull up the 
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officials concerned to be quick. in sending the money of the grants to 
the sohools and remitting the money of scholarships meant for the 
Harijan boys. 


Shri Gajraj Singh Rao (Gurgaon): (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, the problem 
of education, particularly the system of education, has been a subject of 
hot controversy in all the regimes and if I may say so in all the ages. 
We want to know the principles, the ideology and the plan according to 
which the Congress Government wants to advance the cause of education 
in this State. I think this should be the qu stion which should engage 
the attention of the H use. However, I would like to make a few 
observations on the demand under consideration. 


I would first like to offer congratulations to the hon. Minister for 
Education for the steps he has taken to nationalise the publication of 
text-books. [he Public have beer rightly raising a hue and cry against 
the exorbitant prices charged by the pablishers. It is no exaggeration 
to say that they have been charging annans i2 to 18 for a book which 
hardly costs them annas two, Not only this. Books of the wrong type 
were thrust upon the students. Now that a step in the right direction 
has been taken in the matter of nationalisation of text-books, I request 
that this work should be carried out with great vigour and expeditious- 
ness. It goes without saying that there is no dearth of educationists in 
our country and it is a well known dictum of Goldsmith that education 
is the cheapest commodity in a country. In view of this, I see no 
reason why nationalisation of all the text-books should not take place 
within five or six months. I realise that the hon. Education Minister 
has to deal with tough people. On the one hand, the capitalist publishers 
are trying hard to bring pressure to bear upon him witha view to 
changing his mind regarding the nationalisation of books and on the other 
the transport magnates are making every endeavour to persuade him 
not to nationalise the transport industry of the State. I have every 
hope that the hon. Minister would rise to the occasion and successfully 
resist the pressure being exerted on him to have the nationalisation of 
books or transport industry postponed. I would request him not deviate 
from the path he has chosen. He should see that both these things are 
nationalised to the great benefit of the people at a very early date. 


The second point that I want to raise is with regard to the new 
syllabus. I don’t think that the expert educationists of our State are 
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at fault. They have prepared it according to the education and training 
they received at Oxford, Combridge or Columbia universities. What are ' 
the subjects under the new syllabus? They are English, Sanskrit and 
Music. I wonder how the framers of the syllabus relegated this fact to 7 
the limbo of oblivion that 90 percent of the population of the State 
lived in the villages and that Music could not suit the rural people. In 
this connection, I may point out that our rural masses can progress in 
the matter of education only if we carefully prepare a syllabus which 
suits their need and is in accordance with the suggestions of the Father 
of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, and the recommendations made by the 
Planning Commission. If I remember aright, Mahatma Gandhi ardently 
advocated the introduction of subjects like industry, agriculture etc., 
inthe syllabus meant for the rural boys. But all these wholesome 
suggestions have been ignore? and in their stead stress has been laid on 
Music. Now the subject of Music has been introduced but in none of 
the schools managed by the local bodies, any material necessary for 
learning it has been provided. I have also the privilege of being the 
Chairman of a District Board and I can confidently say that although 
according to the provision, if 5 students demand the introduction of 
_ Music as a subject, the school authorities are bound to do that, yet the e 
fact remains that no equipment for learning Music is provided in any 
school maintained by a local | body. Under the circumstances, what is 
the use of introducing such a subject? I hope the hon. Minister will 
give careful consideration to this matter. 


Then I come to the problem of compulsory education. This is most -u 
essential if we are to liquidate illiteracy from our State. We find that 
the number of literate or educated unemployed young men is increasing. 
I would make a suggestion by which illiteracy among the masses can be 
temoved and unemployment among educated young men checked. Now 
Sir, I know that in almost every village a number of zealous, educated 
social workers are to be found. I suggest that these social workers be 
granted a subsidy and asked to run subsidized schools in the villages. 
I am of the opinion that if my suggestion is work-d out carefully by the 
Government, then at a very small cost a net-work of schools can be 
opened in the rural areas. By riving this suggestion a practical s'ape, 
I may assure the hon. Minister, that both the objects will he achieved 
namely, the liquidation of illiteracy among the masses and the reduction 
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in unemployment among educated young men. It may be added 
that these subsidized schools will not be an innovation. They will 
be on the lines of Ashrams of the days of yore when our pundits used 
to educate our masses under the “greenwood tree’ in the open and 
bracing climate of the villages Mahatma Gandhi’s ideal was also the 
same, He wanted our children to receive their education outside 
the village in a farm under the banyan tree. 


Then, Sir, there is another important point to which I wish to 
draw the attention of the Government. My hon. Friend Shri Sri 
Chand also mentioned ths fact on the floor of the House. It is a 
matter of great regret that in the whole of the Ambala Division, 
barring Rohtak and Ambala districts, there isno Arts College in any 
other district. The matter does not end here. There is no girls’ High 
School at two or three tehsil headquarters in District Gurgaon. I 
would request the Government to remove the grievances of the people 
of my ilaqa on this account without any further delay. 


Then, Sir, three-fold responsibility has been placed on our 
District Board. At the ‘ime of the incoming of refugees the District 
Board authorities were asked to c.ose the schools so that shelter could 
be provided to them B.t during the period of the closure of schools, th 
Government stopped the grant. Then, a condition was laid down 
that the District Board sould rot spend more than Rs. 3000/- Pp. ae 
on the education of refugee children, no matter how large the number 
of such children. A representation was made to the Director of 
Education regarding this matter but it proved of no avail. The 
District Board opencd twelve sch.ols which were duly recognised by 
the Government. The Director of Pub:ic Instruction conveyed the 
order granting recognition, but now we are told that the Government 
is not prepared to give any grant for running these schools. We had 
to meet the educational needs of the retugees and the Meos and also 
of the people of Loharu and Pataudi which were amalgamated with 
our district. Ihere were no schools in these states betore their merger. 
I shall request the Director of Public Instruction and the hon, 
Minister for Education to consider this matter sympathetically, so that 
the people of our district may not be deprived of educational facilities. 


At this stage Mr. Speaker left the tChair and it was occupied by Mr. 
Deputy Speaker 
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Shri Ram Kishan: (Jullundur City, North-west), (Hinds): Sir, 
before 1947, when there was British rule in India, our rulers aimed at 
producing two types of educated people. One class, which consisted 
of big officers received education in England and the other class 
consisting of clerks was produced in the Indian universities, This 
was done to check the cultural, industrial and agricultural development 
of our country. ‘the British rule ended five years agə. Our country 
was partitioned and this State had to undergo great suffering and 
loss. If we examine the present position with regard to educational 
facilities, we will find that in our State whose total area is 37,000 
square miles, there is one boys schvol in an area of nine square miles 
and one girls school for every thirtyfour square miles. As compared 
with this, in West Bengal, which is the most advanced State in the 
matter of education, there is one boys school for every two square 
miles. and one girls school for nineteen square miles In this State 
only sixty six boys out of a thousand receive education. 
The number of girls per thousand who receive education 
is eighteen. Out of the total number of schools in this State, there 
are only forty four professional schools in which 2629 students are 
receiving education. This number includes all the engineering, 
technical, medical and commercial institutions. From this we can 
conclude that for every 120 schools in the !unjab, there is only one 
professional school. Now that we are going to work the Five-year 


- Plan, it is very necessary that we should increase the number of 


technical institutions so that we may have the engineers the 
technicians, and the medical men required by us. In this way alone, 
can we raise the State industrially, agriculturally and economically. 
If we compare our State with others, we will find that while we have 
one professional school for every 129 schools, in other States their 
proportion is as follows:- Madras one professional school out of every 
77 schools, Bombay one professional school out of every 89 schools, 
West Bengal one professional school cut of every 104 schools, and 
Uttar Pradesh one professional school out of every 153 schools. If we 
want to raise our State economically, it is necessary that our Govern- 
ment should pay proper attention to the opening of more technical 
institutions, 


Í am glad to note that within two months of their assuming the 
reins of office, our Ministers have taken steps to change the systein 
of education. They have started basic education schools at some 
places. In this connection, I wish to offer a few suggestions, Ina 
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report recently published by the Government, it has been stated that 
some local bodies have not made proper arrangements for the education 
of children. In some cases it is due to a lack of funds, while in other 
cases it is due to other factors. The Government is carrying on the 
work of conscličation of holdings these days. While doing this work 
the Government should try to set apart at the very outset ten 
or fifteen acres of land in every village to start Basic Education 
Centres. We should keep before us the examples of Denmark and 
Sweden. The natural conditions obtaining in Denmark have close 
resemblance with the conditions in this country. Nicolai F, S. 
Grundtvig, who was born in that country more than a hundred sears 
ago originated the idea of people college on lines very similar to 
those which Gandhi ji preached. That idea can be made use of 
in this country also. The Government should study and act on 
the recommendations of the University Commission. The Commission 
whose members were well known educationists like Dr.S. Radhakrishnan, 
Dr Zakir Hussian and Dr. Tara Chand has referred to the a aa 
College in Denmark in these words : — 


The peoples co!lege movement has been a major influence in raising 
Denmark from a very low condition to become the second state 


in Europe in per capita wealth, though there is scarcely a nation 
in Europe with less natural resources. The peasent rural class 
has become the leading social force in the country. The social 
legislation it bas brought about is cautiously though strongly 
progressive. . 


Our Government should study the institution of peopies College as it 
functions in Denmark. Cultural educat’on is imparted in these 
colleges and tojay Denmark occupies the formost place in the 
countries of Europe. 


Another point towards which {í want to draw the attention 
of the Government is this that the number of students receiving 
‘education in our State is very small. Only four percent of the people 
receive education in school or co!leges. There is, however, no doubt 
that the number of students who join colleges is comparatively 
Jarges in our State. Out of the thirty five toys who complete school 
education, one join some college. In west Bengal, one out of thirty, 
in Uttar Pradesh one out of fifty, in Bombay one out of 
sixty five,in Madhya Pradesh one out of seventy nine, in Bihar one 
out of eighty two, in Madras one out of one hundred and one, in 
Assam one out of one hundred and seven and in Orrisa one out of one 
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hundred and eight boys who leave school and join the colleges for higher wo 
studies. There was a time when the aim of the education imparted d 
in the college was to produce officers for the Indian Civil Service 
and other high services, with whos: help the British rulers could 
govern the country. But now there is democratic rule in the 
country and we require engineers, economists and technicians to carry 

forward the country along the road to progress. The system of 

collegiate education should be completely changed. Our system of 

education should be such that we may not have to import engineers d 
and experts from foregin countries. number of Committees 

submitted reports on education, but it isa pity that no steps have 

been taken to implement their recommendations. Kher Committee 

submitted its report on educavion a number of ye.irs ago and it was 

followed by the report of the Sargent Committee on post war 

education. Committees on Basic Education, primary education and 
Secondary Education have also submitted their reports. The Reports 

of the Univeristy Commission waich was recently published embodies 

valuable suggestions. I am sorry that none of the recommnen- 

dations made by these Committees has been put into effect so far. 


I would request the Minister for Education to set up a high- -e 
level committee of educationists to c nsider the ways and means of 
overhauling the system of education with a view to bringing it in 
tune with the needs of the time and the new social context. Many 
decades have passed since the Punjab Educatio: Code was made and 
it has become obsolete in many respects. Now that many other 
States have modified their Education Codes in keeping with the 
conditions prevailing in them and brought them up-to- date, it is a | 
high time that the Punjab Education Code was also revised. . 


The Uttar Pradesh Government has set a very good example by 
establishing a Bureau of Mind Psychology with a view to ascertaining 
the aptitude of the Loys and girls for various professions, This 
Bureau gives advice as to whether a boy would do well in engineering 
or in some other profession or as an administrator or a professor. It 
is in accordance with the findings of the Bureau that the future = 
education of the boy is planned I would commend this sort of : 
Bureau for this State also so that we may be able to find the best 
possible human material for our future administrators, doctors and 
engineers. 


Orig@inal with; 

Punffib Vidhan Sabha 
Dig fized by; 

Panfgb Digital Library 


-a 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Education (9) 85 


Mr Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member may now please wind 
up. l ` 


Shri Ram Kishan: Permit me, Sir, to sum up the suggestions 
that I have to make in a few words. University administration is 
badly in need of reform. Every possible effort should be made to 
end the domination over its various bodies such as the Senate, the 
Faculty of Arts, the Faculty of Science, the Academic Council, etc. of 
thuse who are not educationists in the true sense of the word. 
Secondly, a Chair of Gandhism should be created to propagate the 
principles aud economic concepts underlying Gandhi Ji’s philosophy 
and to promote the systematic and comparative study of religions. 
Thirdly, I would suggest that the Government should help the 
creation of a fund for the relief of teachers in non Government 
educational institutions and make arrangements for providing free 
education to the children of the deceased political sufferers. Fourthly, 
everybody in this State, whatever his community, should be made to 
realise that it is his duty to learn Hindi At the same time, steps 
should be taken to make it the medium of instruction. Regional 
languages should also be given due attention. Private schools and 
colleges should be directed to introduce the same scales of pay and 
dearness allowance for the teachers as are in force in the Government 
institutions and charge the same fees as are being charged in the 
latter. The need for giving an adequate wage to and raising the 
status of the eacher who is the real nation-builder and torch bearer 


can hardly be overemphasised. At present, the position is that men 
of requisite qualifications are not attracted towards the teaching 


profession owing to the meagre remuneration that is offered to them. 
It is high time the eacher was allowed to come into his own and get 
his righful status in society. I would also suggest that adequate 
arrangements should be made in all schools and colleges for imparting 
physical education to the students. This side of the education cannot 
be ignored. 


In the end, I would urge that attention should be paid in schools 
and colleges to the raising of the moral character of the children with 
whom th2 future of our country is linked. No one should be awarded 
a Diploma or a Degree unless he gets some training in social service. 


This is the paramount need of the hour. 
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Shri Naranjan Dass Dhiman (Phillaur) (Hindi): Sir, since the 
formation of this Ministry wherever ‘our Mininsters have gone they 
have been expressing their concern for the people in rural areas. On 
going through this Budget, however, I fnd that people in the rural 
‘areas have again been neglected. I will prove this assertion of mine A 
with the help of facts and figures. 


There is no denying the fact that 85% of our population lives in 
villages. So faras the urban population is concerned, 175 boys out 
of every 1,000 get the opportunity to go to school while in rural areas F l 
the corresponding figure is 75 per thousand. As regards female | aad 
education, the disparity is all the more wide. While in towns, 75 
girls out of every thousand get education, in villages only 12 girls in 
every thousand go to schools. These figures for villages include those 
children who go to towns to get education after traversing several 
miles. On an average, there is only one primary school for boys for 
every four villages and one primary school for girls for every 14 
villages. This will give you, Sir, an idea of the state of education in 
rural areas in this State. 


On the other hand, we find two colleges functioning in a place 
like Simla, both running at a loss, while in fact one can do for this 
place Money saved by the closure of on2 college can well be utilised for 
imparting primary education in rural areas. last year, the Di trict 
Board, Jullundur, opened 12 new Girls schools in the rural areas. They 
are running quite satisfacto~ily but the Divisional Inspectoress of Schools 
has refused to have them inspected because they have not been opened 
in accordance with her wishes. On behalf of the District Board and 
the people of the ilaqa, I request the Gov:rnment to direct the 
Department concerned to issue instructions for inspection of these wan 
schools as early as possible. On the one hand, the Government is never | 
tired of expressing its concern for the uplift of the rural people znd on , 
the other hand when schools are opened for their benefit the necessary | 
sanction and recognition is denied to them. By another resolution 


the District Bo.rd has decided to shift all its schools running in urban 
areas tO rural areas as early as possible. 


We brought forward such a resolution about a year ago but 
the Government did not accept ite When the District Board derives 
its income from the local rates paid by the v-llagers. why should 
these schools continue to function in towns? The municipal com mi- > 
ttces do not give these institutions any financial aid. Under these : 
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circumstances, I would request the hon. Minister-in-charge to allow 
these schools to be transferred to the villages. 


Besides this, I would say that our educational system is so 
faulty that we cannot expect any good accruing to the State from 
it. At present, the percentage of the boys who are studying in the 
industrial or technical schools or other professional schools is £°4 
per cent and that of the students studying in Arts Colleges is 90°6 
per cent, It shows that 90 percent of the boys have to struggle 
hard for getting jobs and 9 per cent only become lawyers, engineers 
and doctors. When these educated boys leave their schools and 
colleges, they are only fit to become ‘Babus’. They have never 
been made to use their hands either at schools or colleges with the 
result that they are com».etely unfit to earn their livelihood by 
manual work. Under these circumstauces, I would suggest that 
the Government should take steps to open as many professional 
colleges as it can and reduce the number of Arts Colleges. Moreover 
after the partition, the District Board of Jullundur is spending 63 
per cent of its total budget on education and receives very little 
grant-in-aid from the Government. I would suggest that the 


‘Government should give a liberal grant-in-aid to the District Board 


schools. It would be still better if the Government provincialises 


these district board schools so that education may not receive any 
set-back for one reason or the other. 


Shri Rala Ram (Mukerian) (Hindi):. Sir, the Education 
Department is a very important department and it is this department 
that can bring about a revolution in the country. This department 
needs the special attention of the Government but I am sorry to say 
that the Government evinces very little interest in it. As 
would appear from the Budget, the Government has provided a sum 
of Rs. 1,98 takhs for it which, I ubmit, is quite inadequate. We 
want to spread e :ucation among the masses but finance is proving 
a great hurdle in our way. The Government should come forth with 
ample funds for this noble cause. I want to tell the Government 
that the Governments of all the advanced countries in the world 
spend about 25 per cent or even more of their total income on 
education. In Soviet Russia, the budgetary provision for education 
is 40 per cent of the total expenditure. But what we find here is 
that only 8'5 per cent of the total budget is earmarked for education. 
It is true that our State is financially very backward as compared 
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with those countries. But we should also realise that we have to 
make a rapid progress and spread education among the people who 
are steeped in ignorance and illiteracy. For this, we will have to 
make a sacrifice and if we are all prepared for it, then the money will 
automatically be forthcoming. ‘Where there is a will there is a way, is a 
very old maxim. If we make up our minds to accomplish a definite 
object, we are almost sure to succeed. Similarly, if we have the 
firm determination to spread education among the masses, the 
finding of finance for this purpose will not present serious difficulties. 
I would say that the provision of a sum of Rs. 1,98 lakhs is quite 
inadequate and is a sort of joke with the Education Department. 
The Government should, therefore, provide money on an ampler 
scale, 


An hon. Member remarked that there is need for spreading 
education but he was of the opinion that the Government should 
issue orders that al! the private institutions should be closed down 
and brought under the control of the Government. I must tell him 


that the service which the private schools are rendering is so 
commendable that the Punjab can reasonably be proud of them. 
If our State can favourably compire with Bengal, Madras and 
Mysore in the matter of education, it is because of the contribution 
made by the private institutions in the cause of education. I may 
state for the information of the hon. Members that there are only 
six Government colleges in the State whereas the number of private 
colleges is thirty. Imay ask wherefrom this money required to 
provincialise these private colleges is tocome ? If the Government 
were to take such a step, the amount provided in the Budget for 
Education will be totally spent for provincialising these institutions, 
No body would deny that we should eradicate communalism root 
and branch from the State. Muay I know, who is really responsible for 
the spread of communalism? I would say that the politicians, in 


fact, are responsible for encouraging communalism and not we. We- 


fought shoulder to shoulder with others in the freedom struggle. 
Our students courted arrests in the satyagraha movements Then 
how can it be said that the private institutions have been 
responsible for inflaming communal feelings? As a matter 
of fact, the British Government was responsible for giving 
encouragement to separatist tendencies by setting members of 
different communities to {ly at each others, throats with a view to 


| ae 
Rw» 
A 
D 
+ 
a 
Ben 
> 
e 
gm 
a 
y 
d 
~" 
Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 


Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Education (9) 39 


perpetuate the British rule in India. 


The hon. Members may themselves judge how many more 
Government schools and colleges will have to be opened to impart 
education, if all private institutions were abolished. So far as my 
own district is concerned, there are hardly three Government colleges 
and seventy privately-maneged schools. 


Itis true that these denominational schools and colleges are 
not ideal educational institutions, but it is cne thing to suggest 
the remov il of dəfects in them and another to close them altogether. 
Those who plead that these denominational institutions should be put 
an end to cannot advance the cause of education., If they think so, 
they are labouring under a grave delusion. After all, what is the 
difference between Government and private colleges ? The Government 
represents the people and these schools and colleges represent people’s 
own enterprise. Why should then they be looked upon with 
suspicion? Let us all makeit a point to remove the bad features 
of these privately-managed institutions and thus promote the growth 
of education in our State. It is, however, Sir, a matter for pity and 
regret that the Government is not giving to these institutions the 
financial aid that they deserve. Does the Government think that 
by providing a sum of Rs. 2, 75,000 only for giving grants-in aid 
to private colleges and schools it can improve the lot of the teachers 
working in them ? We also wish that teachers in private institutions 
should get the same dearness allowance as those working in Government 
institutions. It is in the fitness of things that our Government which 
is a popular Government should take this responsibility upon its own 
shoulders and provide money for the improvement of the lot of the 
teachers who are the givers of education and the real nation builders, 
How can a discontented and inadequately paid teacher serve the society 
well by performing his duties efficiently and satisfactorily? Therefore, 
Sir, it is essential that the Government should give liberal money 
grants to private school and colleges so that they may be able to give 
better emoluments to the teachers working in them. The money provided 
for this purpose is wholly inadequate. The teachers are benefactors of 
the nation and selfless workers. It is the private institutions which 
with the help of donations satisfy the educational needs of the people, 
which the Government due to the paucity of funds in unable to do. 
Therefore, it is the duty of the Government to help these private 
enterprises by allocating the maximum money possible for them. 
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There is no question of any competition between the Government and 
the private educational institutions. They serve the common purpose 
of educating the masses of tbis country i. e. advancing the noble 
cause of education. In the task of nation-building, we are prepared 
to be guided by our leaders in the Government just as we used to 
obey them when we fought against the British imperialism. 


I would also suggest that more attention should be paid towards 
improving the conditions under which primary education is being 
imparted in our State. The conditions in the primary schools are 
simply scandalous. They are housed in bad buildings and are 
ill-equipped. qhe sanitary conditions in them are also far from 
satisfactory. I want also to impress on the hon. Minister for Educa- 
tion the necessity of improving the methods of inspection of schools. 
The position. at present is that the inspecting staff do not care to 
ascertain the real facts about the work of the teachers and the students. 
Wherever they are given a rousing reception and provided good 
entertainment they give good remarks to the school authorities and so 
on. They really do not care to enquire into the actual conditions 
obtaining in a school. 


The biggest problem that faces the educationists in our country 
to-day is how to finance the further education of brilliant but poor 
students. Under the present system while the son of a rich man can 
go in for higher education even after securing 3rd division madks in 
the Matriculation Examination, students securing 600 to 700 marks 
are forced to discontinue their studies owing to the weak financial 
p sition of their parents. The staff of the Government colleges may 
not have to face this problem but those who are working in private 
coll. ges come across many such instances every year. It is the duty 
of the society to finance the higher education of brilliant children 
telonging to poor families who cannot go in for it owing to their 
poverty. If they are allowed the opportunity to get higher education 
they will prove an asset to the nation, otherwise their brilliant brains 
will be lost to it. In this connection, I may also point out that though 
the University has increased the number of scholarships given by it on 
the result of the Matriuclation Examination, tie number of Govern- 


ment scholarships continues to be the same. I would urge that as _ 


in other foreign countries the expenses on the education of 
brilliant boys are borne by the Government itself, so should be 
the case here. The Government should give liberal scholarships to poor 


° 
o 


f: 


Punjalb Vidhan Sabha 


Education (9; 41 


but deserving students so that their educational careers are not 
cut short. 


I wanted to say a lot with regard to the text-books but due to 
shortage of tim: I will confine myself to a few remarks only. The 
decision to nationalise books is a step in the right direction. 
But I have to point out with regret that text-books of 
certain classes have not ‘so far’ been published and 
even through 6 months have elapsed since tie classification took 
place the children are without text-books. The Government is earning 
a bad name for itself for nothing on this account. If books could not be 
publised in time, it would have been better to let the old books remain 
in force for another year, so that children might not have to experience 
any inconvenience owing to late publication of the newly-prescribed 
books. People are blaming the Education Department and attributing 
to it various motives because of this fact. 


Sardar Partap Singh (Rupar) (Punjabi): Sir, during 
the debate on the General Administration, several sugges- 
tions were made by the hon, Members of this House with regard 
to effecting economy and saving money, It was suggested that now 
that we are producing enough foodzrains and there is no shortage of 
sugar the Civil Supplies Department should be abolished, It was also 

‘suggested that expenditure on the Police should be reduced and money 
being spent on the staff employed in connection with the Grow More 
Food Campaign should also be saved. I am in perfect agreement 
with those hon. Friends who made these suggestions.{and would urge 
that all the money thus saved be spent on the betterment of the lot 
of the teachers. We owe everything of which we are proud to our 
teachers They are our real builders. It is the teachers who have 
by giving us the light of knowledge made us men — the roof of the 
creation. Without this education we would have been no better. 
than animals. So we should all endeavour to work for their betterment. 

Education is the best yard-stick for measuring a country’s progress. 


It is education which makes a nation great. Therefore, Sir, the more 
the education progresses in our State the higher shall be the stature 


of our State among the civilized States. We cannot spend too much 
on the Education Department. 


Then, Sir, I request the Government to concenterate its attention 
on this department and to take steps for the betterment of the 
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teachers.. The Government has done well to revise their grades and 

give them an additional allowance of Rs. 5/-. But this is not 

sufficient. Their grades are yet very low. They are sure to impart 

education ina better way if the Government provides them the 
nnetive to do so by further improving their grades. 


Then, Sir, the conditions in the District Board schools and other 


private schools which are getting grants-in-aid from the Government 


are not in the least satisfactory. It wouid be much better, if the Govern- 
ment provincialises these schools and takes them under its direct 
control. For this purpose the Government will not have to spend 


much bigger amount than the money it is already paying to these 


echools in the form of grants-in-aid. 


Yesterday the hon. Chief Minister had assured this House that 
his Government would try its level best to uplift the scheduled castes 
in the State hut I find that these are all hollow assurances. I do not 
find anything ‘practical being done in this direction. The Government 


has not even cared to fulfil its written promises. For instance, it 


had laid down that scheduled caste students would have their fees 
remitted in schools as well as colleges, that they would be given 
scholarships and would be exempted from payment of examination 


. fees but these promises have not been fulfilled. Sometimes 


the fees charged from them are refunded to them after the lapse of 
periods ranging up to 2 years. The scholarship of Rs 6/- which the 
Government gives to a scheduled caste student is not a very 
substantial help. In fact they should be given scholarships right 
from the first primary class up to post graduate stage, 


The other day the hon. Minister for Finance had said that 
sometimes there were very good posts to be filled up, but no scheduled 
caste candidates with the required academic qualification were 
available. I do not agree with him in this matter The fact is, 
Sir, that many graduates and double graduates belonging to the 
scheduled castes are found to be out of employment. I want to 
place an interesting case before this House. Our Government has 


appointed one Harijan welfare officer but he has been given the 


poor start of Rs 150/- and his grade ends at Rs. 225/- only. This 
is the grade that our Government has sanctioned for an officer 
who has to look after the welfare of the Harijans. By doing so, is 
not the Government making fun of the Harijan community? It should 
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have given him at least the P. C. S. grade. I request the Govern- 
ment to take steps to improve his grade. 


One thing more that pains the whole Harijan community is the 
r discrimination being made between the Hindu Harijans and the Sikh 
» Harijans. The Hindu Harijans are being allowed certain privileges 
which are being denied to most of the Sikh Harijans. This 
discrimination in not to be expected of the Government of a 
secular State. We should not ignore the Poona Pact. 


2 Shri Wadhaws Ram (Fazilka) (Punjabi): Through you, Sir, 
I want to impress upon the House that the present system of education 
in our country is faulty and cannot be successful. This system cannot 
be imoroved till our Government ignores the terms of contracts which 
it had entered into with the I. C. S. officers who do not allow us to 
be economically free. Our economic dependency is the main source 
of our difficulties. In my opinion it is not right to say that our 
Government is under an obligation to fulfil those promises. 


Then, Sir, I want to point out to the Government that our 
- country has failed to make any progress after the attainment of 
freedcm. We find ourselves at the same stage of economic 
development at which we started. There has been no improvement in 
the economic and social condition of the Harijans and other backward 
classes despite many promises made by our leaders 
for the uplift of these classes at the time our country was not free. 
Same isthe case with their educition. 


Then, Sir, the present system of education is killing the spirit of 
— patriotism which had been engendered in our masses, thanks to 
the strenuous efforts of our national leaders. The Government has 
totally ignored the workers of the Azad Hind Force and the 
Professors and Principals of the National Institutions, who were respone 
sible for fostering the spirit of nationalism among the masses. These 


fighters of our nation’s struggle for freedom have not been given any 
employment. 


a Another thing to which, I want to draw the attention of the 
y Government is that it has not cared to examine the text-books that are 
being taught in our schools. Those history books, which were taught 
during the British regime in this country are still being taught. 
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My hon. Friends fully know that those books do not give the 
true picture of our past. In these books, the British people are 7 
shown as superior to our country-men in every respect. Even 
the British soldiers are depicted as better fighters than our soldiers. = 
I therefore, request the Government to take immediate steps 

to get these history books rewritten. These books should contian the 

true picture of our struggle for freedom. Then and then alone we | 


shall be able to infuse the true national spirit in our children. 


Sir, even the Unionist Government realized the importance of 
this matter. Through various forms of publicity such as the 
publication of jornals and magazines and the staging of plays bringing 
out the stone-heartedness of the Shahukars and depicting the pitiab 
plight of the debtors, that Government tried to make propaganda 
in favour of its policies with the result that it was able to carry out 
many social reforms. Now that we have a Government of our own, 
the people must be made to realise the significanre of the sacrifices 
made by martyrs like Bhagat Singh and incidents like that of Jallian- 
wala Bagh and their effect upon the national struggle for politicial 
emancipation Asa matter of fact, such important landmarks in 
our struggle for in*ependence should find their due place in our - 
history books. At present, no attention is being paid to the 


importance of recasting our history books. Some minor incidents 
from the liv's of Mahatma Gandhi and other heroes have been 


introduced in the text-books but no planned effort has so far been 

made to recast the history books and to bring them up-to-date. Our 

Government is doing nothing substantial in this matter. It is : 
engaged in the simple task of balancing the Budgets only. 


Previously, a sum of Rs. 1,67, 60,200 was provided for education 
and this year this demand kas been increased to Rs. 1,98,67,000 
only. No effort has been made to get out of old ruts and do 
something new for the people. As a matter of fact, it appears as 
though our Ministers are powerless before the old bureaucrats and 
officials. In reality, the real transfer of power has been made by 
the British to their favourites who now control the destiny of our <a 


small State. The only blame that I can put on the hon. Minister g 
under these circumstances is that they no longer take the public 
into confidence as they used to do in the days of the struggle against 
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imperialism. Even now if they seek the co-operation of the masses, 
they can have it But how can those who have derived power from 
the British by means of certain agreements with them, be expected 
to encourage the people to think for themselves and go forward? So 
far as this Budget is concerned, I can only say that the poor people 
" have been fleeced to enrich the officers. Huge amounts have been 
earmarked for the General Adininistration, Jails, Police etc; while the 
beneficent and nation building departments are being starved. The 
officers are paid thousands of rupees every month, while our students 
are asked to sit in di'apidated structures without any books. 
When rains come, such students have to run for shelter 
hither and thither. How can they be expected to learn anything ? 


In some schools, even the services of the sweepers have been 
terminated in oder to teach the boys how to do service! At some 
places, the students are even asked to purchase bells, hammers, 
tables and chairs for the teachers from their own pockets, How 
can the students bear these expenses under the economic conditions 
in which our villagers are eking out their existence? In villages 
the people are asked to raise funds for buildings notwithstanding 
the fact that itis in the knowledge of the Government that these 
people are poor. Government has stated that it is trying to open 
new schools in the State. If they are really serious about it, they 
should plan things with boldness. The boys and their parents are 
Willing to co operate withthem. But the thing which should not 
be lost sight of is the economic condition of the people. Education 
should be cheap so that it may be easily available to all the people. 
The Government should spend as much as it can and should not 
strain the meagre resources of the people. In China there are night 
schools which impart instruction to about four crores of people. 
Education there is so cheap that even the poorest labourer can 
afford to get his children educated. We should also work on the 
same lines. The Government should spend liberally on this 
important department. Unless the State takes interest in this 

epartment., there can be no improvement in this field. 
The conditions in our private schools are going from 
bad to worse. In Abohar, for instance, about one and a 
half thousand students, are huddled together in a building which 
cannot accommodate them. The rooms are very small, so the 
student have to sit outside. When rains come, they have to run 
hither and thither for shelter. Under such conditions, © 
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education can be imparted. So, I would request the Government 
to spend liberally on education. The money required for this 
purpose can be easily obtained by nationalizing mills and factories. 
It is strange that even in Simla, the authorities have not been able 
to provide electricity to the Art School started here about a year 
ago. In Simla, I have come to know that the compensatory 
allowance of the teachers has been reduced from seventyfive percent 
to thirty per cent. Under these conditions, how can education 
improve ? As a matter of fact, those who have no respect for the 
teacher cannot be expected to do anything in the sphere. It is 
painfnl that many district board teachers have been removed from 
services at one place. This state of affairs should be put an end 
to as soon as possible. 


Shri Jagdish Chandra (Ludhiana City, North) (Hinai): Sir, 
education is an essential prerequisit: for the successful functioning of 
democracy. Now that we have achieved independence, set up 
democratic institutions and given to all of our adult populition the 
right to vote, the next step is to impart proper education to our 
citizens. So far as the question of primary education is concerned, 
we are pledged to giving it to all free of charge Bit how to achieve 
this objective ? The parents are willing to send their children to 
schools. The snag is that there are very few schools and the opening 
of new schools involves funds which we lack. The most difficult 
question is that of buildings. In this conn ction, I would ike to 
suggest that there are certain abandoned mosques which can be 
utilized as such. At present, most of the mosques left by Muslim 
evacuees are ii private possession. They are being utilized as 
Gurdwaras or Mandirs. If these buildings are taken over for opening 
primary schools in them, this difficulty can be solved to a great 
extent. Moreover, the communal propaganda that is at present being 
carried on in such mosques can be stopped in this manner. Thus, 
two birds can be killed with one stone. A legislation on this subject 
would be quite welcome. In addition to these mosq'ies, the actual 


Gurdwaras and Mandirs can also be utilized far imparting education. 
In ancient times, most of the teaching work was done at such religious 
places. The same practice should be followed even now and the 
money saved in this manner may be used for imparting education 


to others. 
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Another suggestion that I would like to make is that in order 
to effect economy the shift system may be introduced in the existing 
schools and colleges. This experiment was quite successfully tried 


in the Law College, Lahore, where evening and morning classes used to 
i be held. This may be tried on a large scale. 


Now, so far as the question of employment of more teachers is 
concerned, it may be pleaded that the Government i» unable to tackle 
it for lack of fu ds. In this connection I wish to make a suggestion, 
which if put into practice by the Government, will go a long way to 
resolve this difficulty. The Government can, by law, requisition the 
services of lawyers and Government servants and command them to 
devote a certain amount of time, of course, after their office hours 
to imparting education to the illiterate people in the towns in which 
they are residing. The Government should set up evening or night 
schools and the lasses of people mentioned by me may be asked to 
do this job without any remuneration. They should be told that 
they have to do this work as part of their duty towards their country. 
As you are aware, Sir, these lawyer friends and officers invariably 
while away their time in clubs by playing Bridge or indulging in 
gossip after taking pegs of whisky. Now when we are confronted 
| with the nation-wide problem of liquidating illiteracy these gentlemen 

> should be asked to help the Government and take their due share in 
solving this gigantic problem. 


Then, Sir, our State stands in dire need of libraries. I feel that 


= there should be a good library in every town and village so that young 
men and women should avail themselves of such books as would 

i enlizhten them on the economic, social and political conditions 
me prevailing in our -tate as also in other countries. I hope this matter 


will receive the careful and active attention of the Government, as 
librar:es can play an important role in the life of a town or a village 
and go a long way in the spread of knowledge among the unenlightened 
humanity. 


Then, Sir, another pressing need that is being keenly felt by one 
and all is the change in the system of our education. It goes without 
sa ing that the British wanted clerks to help them in running the 


, ‘machinery of th i Government. They, therefore, introduced such a 

system o! education as suited their own requirements and they laid 

A a great stress on the English language, the learning of which was 
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made compulsory. Now, when we have to re-build our nation and 
make it strong in every respect, the Government should give serious 
thought to the question as to whether the present system of education s 
which is a legacy of the British is adequate to meet our demands. I 

think, if we carefully consider this matter, we shall reach the 

conclusion that we stand more in need of engineers, doctors, 

technicians and scientists than mere graduates who after 

completing their studies in the colleges simply swell the ranks ‘ 
of the unemployed. I would go a step further and say 
that after a student has completed his primary education, he 
should not be allowed to join secondary schools unless it is certified 
by the Headmaster concerned that he has got the proper aptitade for 
going in for higher education. Similarly, on completion of the 
secondary education, a student should be permitted to take up his 
University Education only if the Headmaster of the institution 
issues a certificate to the effect that he possesses a literary bent of 
mind necessary for higher or University education. In this connec- 
tion, I may also submit that so far as literary education is concerned, 
we can afford to have only a small number of men of letters. But if 
we have to build our nation, if we have to raise the standard of living 
of the masses by increasing the production, if we want our State to 
be developed industrially and economically, then we need a larger 
number of persons fit to man the various professions or in other words 
technical men. My submission, therefore, is that I am not in favour 
of opening Arts Colleges by the Government I feel that it should 
rather concentrate its energies and utilise its funds for the establish- 
ment of professional colleges like the Medical and Engineering colleges 
which impart technical education. I am sure that this suggestion 
will receive careful consideration by the Government. 


Then, as I have already stated, higher education should be 
imparted to our children only after ascertaining that they possess the’ 
necessary fitness, ability and natural propensity for it. Certain 
private individuals are taking an initiative in establishing such 
institutions, as introduce technical education from the very start. 
Now-a-days, when the functions of government have increased vastly, 
I would impress upon the Government the desirability of changing the 
present system of education and moulding it in a way calculated to $- 
meet our present-day needs. It is no use establishing new Arts 
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Colleges and producing graduates who are fit for no other job than 


the clerical in offices. 


j Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is over. Now Shri 
Daulat Ram will make his speech. 


Shri Daulat Ram Sharma (Hamirpur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, it 
will be dmitted on all hands that the progress of a country largely 
depends upon the system of education prevalent in it. It is, therefore, 
one of the most essential factors making for the advancement of a 

7 country. I have perused the Budget from end to end but I have 
failed to find any radical change in it that we had expected so far as 
the expenditure on education is concerned. I use to read the leading 
articles written by the hon. Minister in his newspaper with great 
interest and was, therefore, under the impression that on his holding 
the portfolio of Education, he would certainly reform the . system 
of education in this state and the change would be visible in the 
Budget of the Governmeut. I am constrained to remark that the 
Budget has not come up to our expectations so far as education is : 
| concerned. 

I find that the hon. Minister for Education has not paid due 
| heed to the contents of Articles 45 of the Constitution of 
| India. If you just peruse Article 41, you will find that it 

enjoins up2n the State Government to make effective provision 
within its economic capacity for securing the right to get education to 
all without any distinction. It implies that the backward classes will 
have equal r'ghts to educational facilities with the others. Not only 
this. Article 45 goes further. It lays down that 


| i The Stat- shall endeavour to provide within a period of ten years from 
the commencement of this Constitution for fiee and compulsory 
education for «all children until they comple e the age of 14 years. 


The directive contained in this Article is quite clear. I am of the 
opinion that the Government should start taking definite steps from 
today so that the objective may be realised within the period specified. 
Now, what is the «tate of affairs regarding educational matters in our 

~ State? Article 45 of the Constitution envisages free education up-to 

the 8th class in a State but here the fees in the schools 

have been enhanced. The prices of the books have been increased, 

as a result of which it has becom. very difficult for the poor people t o 
get education. Only the rich can afford to receive education under 
present circumstances, as it is very costly. I, therefore, strongly 
mpress upon the Government the desirability of giving a practi cal 
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shape to the directive contained in Article 45 as soon as possible as 
any delay is bound to prove detrimental to the interests of the poor 
whose children will be deprived of education for want of meais to 
defray the expenses involved. 


Then, Sir, I find from a perusal of Budget that no attention has 
been paid to the backward areas, particularly the tehsil of Hamipur 
in Kangra District whose people have no access to the amenities of 
life that have been provided by the Government to the people of 
other districts. In this connection, I may point out that this area remai- 
ned backward even during the Britis. regime, The reason for keeping 
this ilaqa backward educationally, economically and industrially was 
that it served as a recruiting ground for the Defence Department and 
provided man-power for the army. The British Government purposely 
withheld ‘the amenities of life so that the people may not become 
ease-loving. But now the conditions have changed. We are a free 
country and our own Government is in power. Itis a pity that still 
the same step-motherly treatment is being meted out to the people of 
this ilaqa. The people of Tehsil Hamirpur are second to none in their 
patriotism and zeal to lay down their lives in the defence of their 
country. They should be provided educational facilities to shake of 


illiteracy. 


a 


The hon. Minister for Education, the Director of Public 
Instruction, and the Deputy Director of Public Instruction go on 
tours but they stay at tne district headquarters and do no: take the 
trouble of visiting the villages They do not care to contact the 
poor masses living in the villages because they find it inconvenient 
to travel by village roads and also because the amenities which they 
can get in the towns cannot be had in the villages, They cannot 
know the condition of education in the rural areas. 


There is not a single girls school in Telisil Hamirpur, 
we have been writing to the Divisiona) Inspector of Schools 
for opening a girls school there but nothing has been done 
so far. We offered to provide land for school-building free of cost. 
The Divisional Inspector asked us to execute a bond and we did so. 
He asked us to execute another bond and we did as desired. I do 
not know how many times we will be required to execute such bonds 
No girls school has been opened as yet. Hamirpur Tehsil which 
extends over an area of fustyfive miles by forty miles is the largest 
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tehsil in the State. When the Inspector of Schools intimates that he 

wr would reach there on a particular day, all the lady teachers assemble 
~ o at the head-quarters to meet him. Many times, a telegram is 
received at the eleventh hour to inform the teachers that the 


Inspector has postponed his visit. 


All the new schools and colleges are being opened in 
the cities and towns where a large number of educational institutions 
already exist. Rich people who live in the cities can open these at 

— n their our expense but the poor villagers are finding it very difficult 
even to make their both ends meet. It is the duty of the 
Government to attend to the needs of these people. There is only one 
boys school in Tehsil Hamripur and it is overcrowded. For twenty 
one sections of different classes of the school, there are only thirteen 
class rooms and the remaining classes have to sit in tbe open. I 
have asked the authorities Several times to arrange for the construc- 
tion of mo'e rooms but every time I am told that the system of 
Basic Education started by Gandhiji envisaged the holding of classes 
in the open fields. If that is the case, why should the same policy 
be not pursued every where ? i l 


In Hoshiarpur or jullundur, buildings are constructed for : 
schools and colleges, but when similar facilities are demanded for 
Tehsil Hamirpur, we are told that Gandhiji wanted educational 
institutions to hold classes in the open. Moreover, the tuition fees 
are so high that the poor people cannot afford to pay them. These 
should be reduced and the agricuiturists should be given special | 
concessions. | | | 


Another suggestion which I wish to make is that the system of 
education should be completely changed. As is the practice in 
Germany, children should be put to a psychological test in order to 
find out their natural bent of mind. Only that kind of education 
should be given to a student for which he or she has natural aptitude. 
In this way alone, can a child’s mind be developed fully. The” 
teachers also should be trained in the art of imparting education 
on the right lines and should also be trained in child psychology. 


y Shri Nand Lal (Karnal) (Hindi): Sir, a number of hon. Members | 
have expressed their views on education in the State. l adm't that | 


our Ministers h.ve been taking interest in this imp itant subject ever 
since they assumed ofiice. As my hon. & riend Sh,j Daulat Ram 
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pointed out, it bas been provided in the Constitution in the chapter 
dealing with the Directive Principles of state policy, that it is the 
duty of the Government to make arrangements for free education 


up to secondary stage withtin ten years. Two years have aiready 
elapsed since the enforcement oi the Constitution. 


When I look at the expenditure provided by the Government 
for education in the State, I see no hope of our achieving that 
objective in the next eight years, The problem of education cannot 
be solved by saving a few thousand rupees in one department and 
a few thousand in another. In orcer to achieve the objective laid 
down in the Constitution, we require a large amount of money. The 
Government has paid no attention to this need. In this connection, 
I want to cite the instance of Japan. When Emperor Mikado found 
that the people of his country could not receive education on account 
oi lack of funds he ordered that- the income of all the religious 
institutions should be forfeited and utilised for educating the masses. 
Within afew years, almost allthe people living in Japan became 
literate. In our country also religious institutions have incomes of 
crores of rupees. All this money is being used for propagating 
communalism among tLe masses. 


I agree with the observation of my hon. Friends, Professor 
Mota Singh and Shri Sri Chand, but I do not agree with Shri 
Rala Ram when he says that denominational institutions are doing 
useful w rk in the sphere of education. Formerly, these institutions 
were meant for producing clerks only. In 1921, when the Congress 
called upon the students to boycott colleges, it was one of such 
institutions which offered an insult to Kumari Lajya Wati. Recently 
I noticed another thing in the case of D. A. V. High school, Karnal. 
During the elect‘ons when Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, whose views 
are heard and read by the people all over the world, came to Karnal, 
‘the Head Master of the D. A. V. High School, Karnal, issued an 
order that if any student attended Pandit Ji’s lecture, he would be 
fined annas four. Do not such things reveal communalism ? 


There was a high school in Kurali where students were required 
to attend their classes in blue turbans. This condition was waived 
when the displaced persons from Jhelum who settled there started 
another sehool, Even now, there are some schools whose students 


Orif—nal with; 
Purfipb Vidhan Sabha 
DigWMized by; 

Par Digi 


Education (9) 53 
@ 
cannot attend their classes without the turbans. There is no doubt 
that such schools are doing the work of spreading education but they 
a are also producing the most dangerous poison of communalism. If 
im, ; 


all these schools cannot be nationalized at once, there should be a 
representative of the Government on their Managing Committees in 
j order to ensure that they do not spread communalism but help in 
propagating national ideas among the students. So long as these 
schools are permitted to spread communalism a secular State can not 
be established. 


Then, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government to 
waa the non-existence of facilities for higher education in our Division. 
Right from Ambala to Delhi, there is not a single Government college 


in any of the places en-route. Karnal isa very big, prəgressive and 
prod ictive district and a large number of refugees who are very much 
eager for education have been resettled in it. People of this district 
are obliged to the Dyal Singh Trust for opening a college at Karnal 
but, Sir, my submission is that only one college is insufficient for 
the needs of such a large district as Karnal. 


Take the case of Panipat. It is a very large town— the biggest 
between Ambala and Delhi and has as many as four high schools 
for Girls besides schools for boys but the Government has not yet 

> thought it fit to open a college at this place. The resultis that every 
day about 209 boys have to catch the 5 A. M. train to reach Karnal 
for getting collegiate education and their mothers have to get up at 
3 A M. to prepare meals for them. Don’t you feel, Sir, that this 
involves a great hard-ship for them and their parents? If the 
Government does not pay heed to this matter, some community will 
certainly try to open a college there but I wish to have a Government 
instead of a denominational college for the reasons I have 

b already explained. I would request the Government to see its way 
to the opening of a college at Panipat. It should not worry much 
about the funds. Public of this place are willing to make generous 
contribution for this purpose and facilitate the opening of a Govern- 
ment college in every way for which I need hardly repeat there is 
a genuine need. 


Principal Harbhajan Singh (Garhshankar) (Punjabi): Sir, 
persons who are responsible for imparting education have much to 
complain of in so far as the treatment meted out to them by the 
society is concerned. They do not command the same respect as 
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is enjoyed by persons of lesser qualifications in other departments 
and spheres of life simply because they have not got in their hands 
what is popularly known as ‘power.’ In the eyes of the people in 
general only those who wield executive power are worthy of respect and 
courtesy. I had, however, never imagined that this Department 
would meet with scant regard even in this House. I don’t attribute 
it to design but the fact remains that attendance in the House today 
is very thin. As ill-luck would have it, of the two days reserved for 
discussion of the Demand for education, one happens to fall immediately 
before the holidays and the other immediately after them. The 
result is that most of the hon. Members who are not present today 
might not be present even on Tuesday. 


Sir, of all the Ministers, the Minister for Education should 
consider himself most fortunate inasmuch as his is the only Depart- 
ment for which every body will plead for more funds. Though with 
a view to discuss the working of this Department, a number of cut 
motions have been moved yet they are just by way of a formality. 
Really speaking, every body desires more funds to be allocated to it, 
if not now, at the time of the presentation of the Supplementary 
Estimates. The total money earmarked for education is little more 
than that allocated to the General Administration. Still it is not as 
much as it should be. Unfortunately, it has such a huge staff that if 
the Government makes an effort to improve the lot of all of them who 
are low-paid it will have to spend crores of rupees. 


I fully support what my hon, Friend Principal Ralla Ram 
has stated with regard to the inadequacy of the grants sanctioned for 
the private colleges. I would not hesitate to say that these grants 
do not touch even the fringe of the financial needs of these colleges 
An institution which needs a grant of Rs. 30, 000/- per annum and is 
sanctioned one of Rs. six to seven thousand can hardly be expected 
to feel very much beholden to the Government for this since tbe 
problem of finding the balance continues to be as difficult as it would 
have been had no grant been made at all. The present system of 
grants is not calculated to do much good. It falls very short of the 
ideal system in vogue in olden times which aimed at making the 
institutions self-supporting. 


With regard to the criticism levelled at the denominational. 
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institutions that they spread communalism, my submission is that 
this impressions, to a very large extent, is wrong. ‘There might have 
been some truth in this charge in the past. Today there are very few 
such cases. I am sure the Managing Committees and the staff of most 
of such institutions would be prepared to make over their colleges to the 
Government. Whether the Government can afford to take them over 
is a different matter. 


I, for one, am in a position to make this offer to the Government 
on hehalf of my college We are even prepared to make over all the 
assets of the college worth three to four lacs of rupees to the 
Government without any compensation. 


All these days I have been hearing the hon. Members plead 
for more expenditure on rural population, I think the Government 
is no’ unaware of the novel experiment of running colleges in rural 
areas being tried in this State. There re only a few such colleges 
and ours is one of them. These colleges represent a purely rural enter- 
prise started and financed by the ruralites by their own initiative. 
Is it not the duty of the Government to encourage such enterprises 
started by the villagers for their benefit? Do not such colleges 
deserve special and more liberal treatment from the Government 
so that their good example may be emulated by ruralites in əther 
parts of the State. 


In respect of the plea for giving better wages to the teachers, my 
submission is that they certainly deserve a better start. But I am not 
in agreement with those who advocate that the scales of pay of college 
professors should go up to a maximum of rupees one thousand or 
1,509/- because if this is done, it will have its repercussions on the 
private colleges which will then not be able to secure the services of 
properly-qualified persons, being unable to meet their demands for 
more or less similar scales of pay. The cause of education will thus 
receive a set-back because private colleges will have to be closed 
down for want of adequate staff. So while revising the scales of 
pay of lecturers in Government colleges, this aspect of the problem 
is to be kept in mind As regards the init:al pay, I am conviced 
that it is inadequate and unattractive and the demand to have it 
raised is quite legitimate. Take, for instance, the case of B. T. and 
S. A V teachers. The start of Rs. 90/-for them is a poor one. Persons 
in possession of such high qualifications get a much better start in 
other Government Dep..rtments. 
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In my opinion the starting pay of the teachers should be Rs. 130/- 
permensem. ‘here are a very few professional colleges in the State. 
For instance, there is only one Medical College and one Engineering 
College. The number of such colleges should be increased. Besides, 
there is a paucity of girls’ schools in the State. Whereas educational 
facilities for higher education exist in towns, there are not even 
middle schools for girls in the villages. There is one middle schcol 
for girls in my village and I have requested the authorities several 
times to raise it to the status of a high school but the Government 
has not taken any action in the matter. The authorities are 
insisting upon the strict fulfilment of all the conditions necessary for 
the opening of high schools, such as a specified number of rooms in 
the building, and open ground of particular dimensions. In spite of 
the fact that this school has a spacious ground adjoining it, our 
request has not been acceded to. The girls leaving this school who 
are in a position to continue their studies further find it very 
difficult to do so as no high school for girls is located in that 
vicinity. It appears that the Government has not assessed the real 
needs of this area otherwise it would not have ignored the 
proposal of converting this school into a high school. These girls 
are keen to get higher education but they are seriovsly handicapped 
on account of the lack of necessary educational facilities. Even in 
the Government Girls High School, Jullundur, admission is refused 
to the girls from the mofussilto their great disappointment. The 
same is the case with other schools also which conveniently refuse 
admission on the ground that they have got accommodation for 
fifty girls only. The Government should rise to the occasion and 
try to do its best to extend adequate educational facilities for the 
education of the girls. I have accommodated all those girls in my 


college who had passed the Matriculation Examination as private 
students and were aspirants for higher education. They have 
preferred to have their education on the co-education system as there 
is no Girls’ College. Iam of the view that there is no harm in co- 
education provided the head of the institution exercises strict 
Vigilance and control over the students. 

It is a pity that whereas there are so many schools for boys to 
receive education for the development of their mental faculties, the 
girls are being left behind in the race for progress. Girls have now 


developed a keen desire to equip themselves with higher education and 
are trying hard to compete with boys by putting in hard labour which 


is required in higher and more serious education. A 
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Moreover, there has been of late a tendency among young men to 
refuse to enter into matrimonial alliance with illiterate girls. This has 
indirectly given an impetus to the spread of higher education 
among the girls. It is, therefore, necessary that the Government 
should open new schools for girls in a large number even if it may 
have to close down schools for boys. Besides this, I will suggest that 
there should be some college where top-most students from all schools 
according to their Matriculation Examination results are admitted. 
The students who may feel reluctant to come to such a college 


because of financial difficulty may be given Government help to do so. 
As all the students in such a college vill be the most brilliant students 
they will be able to make rapid strides in education under the 
guidance of a capable staff. 


v 


Moreover, the number of scholarships to students going abroad 
for higher studies should be increased. Also effort should be made to 
collect money for enforcing the scheme of free compulsory primary 
education in the State. There is a paucity of trained agriculture and 
drawing teachers. Arrangements should be made for the training of 
such teachers. 


Moreover, there has been an insistent demand from all 
quarters that the present system of rdacation be renovated according 
to the material needs of the State. There is one school of thought 
which favours the old system of education, that is, of Guru ind 
Shishya, as it was prevalent in the olden times which aimed at the 
moral and cultural development of the pupils. Such people are of 
the opinion that India would profit much more by switching 
back to her ancient culture than by imbibing the education 
of the West. The second school of thought, however, favours 
the type of education w ich is being imparted in other advanced 
coun ries. According to them, the old system would appear 
strange in this age when the whole world is sweeping forward. 
in an irresistible tide of material advancement. Under these 
circumstances, it would be better if we follow a mid-way course and 
adopt whatever is best in both the systems. Then, Sir, I can say 
from my experience of over 37 years as a teacher that the way in 
which education is being imparted to the students in schools and 
colleges is highly unsatisfactory. Government institu'ions are worse 
off in this respect. I would, therefore, draw the attention of the 
hon Minister for Education to the fact that he should see that 
whatever money is allotted for education is properly utilised, 
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| Sirdar N.dhan Singh (Mehna) (Puja5z); Sir, today we have under 

| discussion the important subject of education. l would also like to 

express my views about our system of education. After having passed | 
32 years in foreign countries, I came back to my own c untry only 9 3 ah 
years ago. My whole career has be n a political one and now the 

people have sent me to this Legislature to represent them Some of a 
my friends have referred tə the progress made by Rassia and othe = 
countries in the sphere of education I might inform the House ‘hat 
under the regme ot the Czats, education was given no more 
importance than the salt in the food. The Czars of Russia were of 


the view that as an excess of sal’ is bad so is the case with an excess 

of educat on But, things chinzged completely with the establ shment —_ 
of the People Rule in Russia. In that very Russia, 170% of the 

people’s are literate today, ind» stries are flourishing, lardlordism 

does not exist and capitalism has been abolished 


: Mr. Deputy Speaker : No propaganda, please 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: This is not propaganda, I am stating hard f .cts. 
Sir, what I «ant to suggest is that while doing away with evil things we 
should not hesitate to borrow good thinzs from other countries. Our 
system of education is rotten from top to bottom and is in need of radical 
reform. While teaching history to the studen‘s in Russia, emphasis 
is laid on the condition of the people in different periods and the 
reasons for the deposition of unpopular kings. Here the case is the 
reverse In our country, history is a mere chronicle of kings and 
their genealogi: s. 


Now, Sir, the number of schools functioning in our State is 
wholly inadequate and so is the wage of the teachers and the 
profes‘ors. The tich are becoming richer and the poor pocrer. . 
The children of the working clisses whether of the towns or of the = 
villages have to rem in wit'iout education, nay, even without è 
food. The Government is not giving them a fair deal. My friends 
should banish this thought from their minds that we are propagandists 
of a foreign country. We are certainly indulging in propaganda 
but that propaganda is about the prosperity, the well-being and t:e 
progress of this country and about nothing else. Our admini tration 
is top-heavy. The salaries of the officers are fat. No heed is paid 
to the urgent problem of banishing poverty from the country. It = 
is : ur imperative demand that the system of education should be z 
radically reformed ani the salaries of the lower officials increased. i 
Corruption should also be uprooted. 
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Please speak on education. | 


Sardar NidhanS ngh: Yes Sir, I am speaking on education. 
When the Communist armies ciptured Shanghai, they directed 
the prostitutes to give up their profession and assured them of other 
"E work to earn their living. Mahatma Gandhi was also of the view 
that while doing away with the evils we should not f'ght shy of 
emulating the good example of other countries. We also hold this 
view. 


Sari Sher Singh (Jhajjar) (Hindi): Sir, the real problem 
before us is not to comp: re the money spent on education last: year 
and the demand proposed in this year’s Budget. What calls f r our 
immediate attention is whether our education policy is good, bad 
suited or un uited to the cond.tions and env ronments of our State. . 
The responsibility of framing the policy of education rests with 
the Government. What the Education Department is concerned with 


is to implement the policies framed by the Government. Now, we 
h ve to assess the educational policy of our Government. 


It is a matter for great regret that in fact we have no definite 
policy. Our system of education is the outcome of an haphazard 
growth with no clear and logical aims and objects. We send our 
children to the schools without planning or chiaking ab ut ‘the 
career that we want them to pur ue after their educition | In ma Yy 
cases the parents sead the child to the school just to have a little 
relief from the headache that he causes them by his repeated 
mischiefs. What a pity it is, Sir, that ¿ven in the matter of education 
we should have no clear-cut aim or deign to guide us or to help us 

. plan the career of our ciildrea [tis vur greatest misfortune that 
i» while sending out children for getting «education no object is kept 
‘ in view. We have to change this state of affairs radically and formulate 

a clear-cut educational polcy keeping in view our needs. In this 
connection, we have first to inquire as to the number of persons in 
our State whom we need for different professions, for manr ing Civil 
Services, Medical profession, Engineering, Agriculture and so on. 
Therefore, Sir, I urge that so long as the education is not planned 
the increase in expenditure, however great it might be, will make no 
appreciable difference. 


X For this purpose, Sir, we will have to overhaul the present 
a system and mould it according to same design, suitable to the needs 
l of our country. Our ideal of education should be the Sarvouya 
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system. The only useful purpose which the present system of. 
education serves is that it develops the intellect of out young men but 
not enough. We cannot expect a mediocre graduate of today to 


write two pages. correctly in any language. He is not able to write 
either in Hindi orin English. The present collegiate education is 


only fit to impart intellectual training to the students. Itis producing 


only ‘Cartoons’ instead of producing harmoniously- developed your g men, 
Sir, if these young products of the universities of today are compared 
with illiterate young men, I doubt if.either of them will be found 
fit for the battle of life. On the other hand, we find that an illiterate 
person of the same age is healthier and stronger. Asa matter of 
fact, a college or school student should have better physique than 
an illiterate boy, since he lives in healthier environment, gets better 
diet and clothing. But we find that he is not even able to develop 
his health during the 14 years of his studies though thousa: ds of 
rupees are spent upon his diet and education. The fault lies in this 
system of education which is lop-sided In this system, a gradu:te 
is not even able to develop his character. Sir, if we compare a 
University product with an ordinary illiterate ruralite, we shall find 
no difference in so far as the development of he lth and character 
is concerned. The latter will conduct himself better in many aspects 
of life. Therefore, Sir, I request the hon. Ministers to take early steps 
to improve the present system of education. That education is 
useless which is not capable of giving sound health and soud character 
to our young men, along with intellectual development. 


Then, Sir, we are so much enamoured of the word ‘secularism’ 
that we are totaily ignoring the religious and moral side of ed :cation. 
l agree’ that the imparting of instruction in the religion of a particular 
community can have no place in the educational institutions of a 
secular State. What I want to suggest to the Government is that 
it must arrange to teach our younger generation the principles 
common to all religions, With this end in view, we should make the 
pupils study say, for instance, what is truth with quotations from all the 
religious books such as tre Vedas, the Bible, the Bhagvad Gita the 


Quran-i-sharif and the Guru Granth Sahib which are products of 
master minds. 


Then, Sir, it has been said by some of our highly placed officials 
and Ministers also that. there should be no separate high ~chools and 
colleges for boys and girls, According to them, both boys and girls 
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should be made to study in tlie same institution as this will result 
in a great saving in expenditure. Sir, through you, I want to point 
out to them that the people of countries, like Russia also who were 
very enthusiastic about introducing co-education have decided after 
practical experience to discontinue it in their country as it has not 
sulted them. There, the students are not allo ed to smoke, what to 
say of drinking. The people of that country are educating their 
children to help them to build up a high moral character. 


Sir, through you, I request the Government to introduce such 
a system of education as may be calculated to raise the morals 
of the younger generation. The basis of our system of 
education should be a high standard of morality so that our 
educational institutions should bein a position to produce 
young men with a high moral character But, Sir, we can achieve 
it only if we are able to attract very capable and good men to the 
education department and for that it is necessary for us to pay the school 
teachers and college professors well. There is a demand that the 


‘employees of the schools and colleges should also get the same grades 


of pay as the officers of other departments. They feel that their 
department’ is considered to be an inferior department. Our Government 
should work on the principle of equal pay for equal qualification 
There is no reason for giving a third class gradaate who is appointed 
as a Tehsildar a start of Rs. 270/- p. m. as against a first class trained 
graduate who gets only a start of Rs. 90/- p. m. in the Education 
Department. This naturally results in heart-burning and inefficiency 
among the teachers. I, therefore, request the Government to give 
a lead to the whole country by adopting the principle of equal pay 
for equal qualifications irrespective of the department in which a 
particular employee works. 


Sir, my submission is that if we accept the principle of equal 
pay for equal qualifications, there would be no ground for any 
complaint whatsoever. In this Budget, there are certain items 
which constitute an improvement on the previous Budgets, so far as 
education is concerned. Of course, some efforts have been made in 
the matter of providing some sort of relief to the poor teachers. But 


I cannot understand why the department has tried to deceive the 


teachers by ‘Merging the grades and saving money this year. 
vreviously, a ‘teacher could expect to get promotion to the next 
higher grade after a service of. about eight years and as a matter of 
fact about thirty-five per cent of the teachers did get it in due course. 
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The Anglo Vernacular teachers in the iad of Rs. 90-5-150 could 
expect to get the grade of Rs. 150-10-220 after a service of about 
eigbt years. But now after the merging of the grades, a teacher 
will not be able to get Rs. 150 before having put in twelve years 
‘of service. Similar is the case with the Vernacular teachers. It has 
been stated in favour of this amalgamation that after a period of 
about fifteen to twenty years, the Government will be giving to the 
teachers an increased sum of Rs. 64 lakhs Butis it not a fact that 
-by holding such a distant hope the Governmen’ has saved Rs. 10,8656 
this year? A third grade teacher who can expect to get Rs. 105 
after a service of say seven years under the old system will be getting 
only Rs. 71 under this scheme of amalgamation. Thus he will have 
to bear a loss of about 34 rupees p.m. for a number of years. An 
‘Anglo Vernacular teacher who may hope to get Rs 150 after eight 
years will under the new scales of pay be getting Rs. 130 at the end 
-of that period. . This will mean a loss of Rs. 20 p. m. to him. About 
thirty five per cent of the teachers who get such promotions under the 
- existing arrangment will meet this fate if the proposed scheme is 
' put into practice. I hope the Government will do something substantial 
“for the teachers. Such schemes as these are not going to give 
substantial relief to them. With these words, I resume my seat. 
l Shri Sant Ram (Nakcdar) (Punjabi): Sir, I wish to bring one 
_or two things to the notice of the hon. Members in connection with 
the Education Department. In the first place, I should thank the 


Government for the provision of a sum of rupees five and a half 
lakhs in the Budget for the uplift of the Harijans and for the 
promotion of education among them. This backward community 
deserves every kind of help from the Government and it is the duty 
of those who are in power today to provide relief to them and to 
strive to raise their standard of living. The last Congress Govern- 
ment had sanctioned certain scholarships for tho Harijan 
students but the amount of such scholarships was so small that it 
was not possible for such students to pull on with it. A college 
- student is given Rs. 15 only. I wish to draw the attention of the 
“Government to the fact that this amount is too inadequate for a 
‘Harijan boy coming from a village to meet the expenses of his 
: education ina city college. If we try to calculate the expenses 
of a college student, the minimum expenditure with which he can 
pull through will be found to be not less than rupees forty per month. 
If a student is exempted from the payment of fees, even then the 
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expenditure can inno case be less thun rupees thirty per month. 


_He has to meet hostel expenses ; he has to buy books and clothes, 


he has to take meals and if possible, milk. Under these 


Circumstances, I would suggest that at least rupees thirty should be 


paid in the form of scholarship to a Harijan student studying in 
the F. A.; forty rupees to a student of the B. A.;. and fifty rupees 
toa student of the M. A. class. These are the minimum amounts 
that can go to meet the expenses of such students receiving education 
in the colleges. It is a well-known fact that the condition of 
Harijans in the villages is very bad. They have no sources of income 
and they do not possess any lands. A Harijan boy reading in the 
ninth class is given a scholarship of rupees six only. This amount 
does not go even to meet his pocket expenses. I would like to 
suggest that the amount of scholarship should increase by rupee one 


_with the promotion of the recepient to the next class up to his passing 


the Matriculation examination, It has been stated by the hon. 


. Ministers that Government is short of money, otherwise they would 


very much have liked to spend liberally on education. My subismsion 
is that if the funds at the disposal of the Government are meagre, 
they should resort to such measures of augmenting their revenue as 


- nationalisation of such activities as may yield income to the State trea- 
_sury. - Not only Transport bu‘ also mills, Film: Industry, factories and 


land should be nationalized, Income accruing from these sources may 
well be uiilized for the benefit of the backward classes and persons in 


the State. 


I would, therefore, impress upon the Government that if it 
wants to ameliorate the lot of the Harijans and raise their standard 
of living, it should nationalise the bigger industries. I am of the 
opinion that income from these sources would be sufficient to meet 
the exp. nditure that is necessary for the uplift of the Harijans and 
the liquidation of illiteracy, I hope the Government would give 


careful consideration to my suggestions, . 
Sarvar Khem Singh (Amritsar) (Punjabi): Sir, it is a matter for 


gratification that the Government has made a provision of 


Rs. ,> ,/00/- for the education of the backward classes. I am, 
however, constrained to remark that despite the fact that the - 
Government has passed orders for the remission of fees of Harijan 
boys right from the first primary to the M. A. classes, the Head- 
masters of the schools refuse to admit students of Harijan as well as 
other backward classes in their institutions and if at all. they allow 
them admission, they flatly refuse to grant them the remission in 
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fees. When those Harijan boys bring their applications to me, I 
forward them to the Headmaster concerned with my recommendation 
to do the needful. But the Headmasters pay no heed to such 
applications or recommendations and refuse to remit the fees or admit 
the applicants on the ground that the Government does not give 
the institutions concerned sufficient grants. I would, therefore, 
request the Government to issue clear instructions to the Headmasters 
of the schools in the State not only to admit the Harijan boys but 
also te remit their fees. 


‘ In this connection, I may also point out that the provision 
made in the Budget for this purpose is not enough. It should be 
considerably enhanced so that a larger number of Harijan boys may 
be able to receive adequate help for the prosecution of 
their studies. In this conneciion, there is an important point to 
which I should like to draw the attention of the Government. As 
you are aware, Sir, the Government has been pleased to issue 
instructions for remitting the fees ot the Harijans from the first 
primary class but it has not made any provision for the award of 
scholarships to them from the same class. At present, the Harijan 
students are given scholarships from the 9th class. My submission 
is that the financial condition of the parents of these boys is so 
poor that they cannot afford to meet the expenses on education of 
their children. I, therefore, request the hon. Minister for Education 
to see that the students belonging to the backward classes not only 
receive scholarships from the first primary class but are also supplied 
with books and writing material free of cost. 


Then, Sir, at the time of the Entrance Examination, Harijan 
boys are asked to pay the admission fee to the University. As 
I have already stated, their parents cannot afford to pay this 
amount; so, they are often debarred from taking the examination. 
This is really a great hardship to them. I would request the Govern- 
ment to grant them the concession of remission of University 
examination fees. They should be exempted from the payment 
of this amount. 


Then, Mr. Speaker, whereas ample educational facilities aie 
made available to the children of the urbanites and there are 
several colleges and schools in the towns, I find that no such 
facilities are within the reach of the poor village boys and it 
is well-nigh impossible for them to get education. I am aware 


{ 


Original, with; 
Punjab Vidhań Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Education ti (9) 65 


that the Government is ‘making arrangements for the formation 
of units consisting of four to five villages with a view to 
opening primary schools. Although this is a commendable measure, 
yet I feel that it falls far short of the needs of the illiterate 
masses. I would, therefore, suggest that Government should take 


steps to open schools in every village, where the children should 
receive free education. 


In this connection, I have to make another suggestion and 
that is with regard to the opning of schools in the State for 
imparting educition to the illiterate adults. As our masses are 
steeped in illiteracy, it is essential to introduce adult education, 
facilities for which should be made available bothin the rural 
as well asthe urban areas. It isa matter of common knowledge ~ 
that Patwaris, small sahukars and other officials take advantage 
of the ignorance of the poor kisans and f.eece them while dealing © 
with them. In view of this, I would impress upon the Govern- 


ment the desirability of opening schools for adults particularly 
in rural areas. 


Then I want to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister 
the fact that there is no high school in such Lig villages 
as Verka and Jaintipura. The people of  Jaintipura 
have offered to provide land for the building of such a 
school. I would request the hon. Minister for Education to arrange 
for the construction of the buildiig of a very much-needed high 
school in these villages. I hope he will be good enough to see that the 
needful is done at a very early date so that the students of the villages 
concerned are saved of the hardship which they are now undergoing 
in having to go to attend-a high school at a distant place. 

Now, I would like to say something about the sad plight ot 
the teachers in our State. It is an admitted fact that the teacher is 
the real builder of the nation. It is he who moulds the life of our 
children. Al! the gentlemen who are occupying the ministerial 
‘gaddis’ and holding high posts are the handiwork ot that poor teacher 
whom we eulogise much but for whom we do little. It is a matter of 
gratification that the Government has revised the grades of the 
teachers and tried to improve their lot. But the new arrangement 
of time-scales has one lacuna in it. The starting pay fixed under the 
revised grades is inadequate. It should be raised. If the Government 
puts forwa d the plea of financial stringercy, then [ would suggest 
that the salaries of high officers should be reduced and the savings 
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[Sardar Khem Singh] 


thus effected should be utilised for increasing the starting pay of 
the teachers. 


Then, Sir, I find that the retirement age fixed by the Govan: 
ment of India is 60 years while our Government has fixed it at 55 
years. I am of the opinion that the Punjab Government should also 
bring the retirement age of the services at par with that fixed by 
the Government of India. Needless to say that the experienced 
hands can be of greater utility to the Government*than the raw and 
inexperienced ones. I hope the Government will give careful 


attention to this matter. 


Well, Sir, the time at my disposal is short and so I will mention 
one point more and then finish. The buildings of schools in the 
villages are very often in a most dilapidated condition. A light shower 
of rain causes leakage in the roofs with the result that the teachers 
close the sc! ools at once for want of any place sheltered from the 
rains. Consequently, the average of working days in these schools 
comes to 10 or 15 in a month during the rainy season. I would 
request the Government to make a liberal provision for the construc- 
tion of the buildings of the schools in the villages to avoid interrup- 
tion of the education of the children. 


Shri Kesho Dass (Pathankot) (Hindi) : Mr. Speaker, after the 
perusal of the Budget, I find that the provision made by the 
Government for education is 8o small as compared with the ideal or 
goal that we have in view, namely, the liquidation of illiteracy from 
amidst the masses in the State, that I feel that if the Government 
continues to provide money at the present rate, it will take us a! out 
fifty years to achieve our much cherished goal. With a view to 
overcome the difficulty of the finance, I would like to make a 
suggestion and that is this. The Government should nationalise the 
lands in the villages for opening schools after paying due compensation 
to the owners. A reasonable area of land should be attached to 
every school. ‘The sale proceeds of the produce from the land shall 
make the school a self-supporting institution. Besides, the students 
will take to industry or agriculture from the schoolstage and when 
they leave the school, they will be able to start small-scale or 
cottage industries by their own initiative. 


There is another point which I want to suggest to the Government 


You are aware, Sir, that the Distirct Boards and Municipal Comittees ` 
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are ordinarily responsible for the spread of primary education but 
they are invariably faced with financial stringency. They have no 
funds to open enough schools. To provide them with more funds, 
I suggest that the proceeds of the *octroi charges realised on goods 
coming from the villages to cities should go to the District Boards 
who should utilise this amount on the dissemination of education. 
This source of revenue should be reserved exclusively for them; no share 
should be given to the Municipal Committees. The Municipal Comittee 
should be allowed to have receipts from octroi charged on goods coming 
from outside the district only. Iam sure if this is done, the local 
bodies will be atle to meet the expenditure necessary for the primary 
education in the villages as well asin the towns. I hope that at the 
end of five years, if my suggestion is translated into action our educa 


tion programme will be well on its way to completion. With these 
words, Sir, I resume my seat. 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Tuesday, the Ist July — 
1952. 
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PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Tuesday, the Ist July, 1952. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla-4, at 2 p. m. of 
the Clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Chair. 


a STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
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u SUPPLEMENTARIES ON QUESTION No. *117, 

v Shri Dev Raj Sethi: You will remember, Sir, that on the previous day 
{ you did not allow me to ask supplementary questions on question No. 117.4 
| May I with your permission put these supplementary questions now? 

1 Mr. Speaker: Yes, the hon. Member can put the supplementary 
: questions now. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In the statement which has been supplied to me, 
it is stated that one gazetted officer was forced to proceed on leave prepara- 
tory to retirement. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state whether that 
officer was granted that preparatory leave with pay or without pay ? 


«Ng ge va 


Chief Minister: I require a fresh notice to answer this question. 


a EAE ween raea 


SUPPLEMENTARIES ON QUESTION No. *131 


Mr. Speaker: Now I call upon Shri Ram Chandra. to ask supple- 
mentries on starred question No, 131, which were postponed the other day. 


But since he is not in his seat, we take up the next question on the list. 


one CE ces oe 


COMMUNIST DETENUS. 


*46, Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 

(a) the number of Communist detenus in the Punjab jails on 3lst 
March, 1952 and on 20th May, 1952 respectively; 


rè 


(b) the daily food and other allowances allowed to each of these 
detenus ? 


on ee PE: 
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tGovernment’s reply to question No. 117* appears in the proceedings of 25th June, 
1952. 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) The number of Communist detenus in ths Punjab jails on 3lst 
March, 1952 was 57 and on 20th May, 1952, nil. 


(b) The Communist detenus were allowed a diet allowance of 
Rs, 2-8-0 per day. They were also paid a lump-sum sundry 
allowance of Rs. 16 p.m. each for the purchase of clothing, toilet 
articles, newspapers etc. Besides this, the deserving cases were 
given subsistence allowance for their dependents. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know whether it is a fact that the 


treatment extended to these Communist detenus was better and the allowances 
given to them higher than those given in other States to similar detenus ? 


Mr. Speaker: lt does not arise out of the original question, 
Sardar Chanan Singh: Is it a fact that this allowance of Rs. 2-8-0 was 
never given and these detenus had to remain on hunger-strike for a month ? 


Mr. Speaker: This does not arise. 


ee ree TET nee 


CASES OF MURDER IN THE STATE 
“47, Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state :— 
(a) the total number of murders committed in the State during the 
year 1951-52; and the number in which the murderers were traced; 


(6) the number of convictions in traced cases ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Total number of murders committed in the year 1951 was 574 
and in the year 1952 (up to the end of May, 1952) 235. The 
murderers were traced in 444 cases in the year 1951 and 163 
cases in the year 1952 (up to 31st May, 1952). 


(5) The number of convictions in 444 cases traced during the year 
1951 was 141. The number of convictions in 163 cases of 1952 
(up to 3lst May, 1952) was 25. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Chief Minister please state the 
reasons for the disparity in the number of convictions and the number of 
cases sent by the police for trial ? 


Mr, Speaker: This question does not arise. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it a fact that the other accused besides the 141 
convicted were all acquitted ? 


Chief Minister: I require a fresh notice to reply to this question, 
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GRANT OF FIRE-ARMS LICENCES IN THE STATE. 
*120, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


states— 


(a) whether it is a fact that during his tour of Kangra District, he was 
pleased to announce that licences for firearms for protection of crops against 
wild animals would be granted liberally and free of licence fees; if so, 
whether Government has issued any instructions to district authorities on 


these lines; 


(5) whether he will place a copy of such instructions on the Table 
of the House ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 


(a) Yes. Instructions to District Magistrates in the State have been 
issued to the effect that crop protection licences to bonafide 
cultivators should be granted liberally in form XIX of Scheduled 
VIII to the Indian Arms Rules, 1951 free of all fees. 


(b) Does not arise. 


Rai Raghuvir Singh: May I know whether the old licence fee has 


been charged or a new fee has been imposed ? 


Chief Minister : 
reply I have just read out, 
Magistrates in the State have been issued that crop protection licences to 
bonafide cultivators should be granted free of all fees. 


Probably the hon. Member has not listened to the 
It is stated therein that instructions to District 


wee eee 


VISITS BY CHIEF MINISTER IN DISTRICT AMRITSAR 
*191, Will the Chief Minister be pleased 


to state :— 


Sardar Darshan Singh: 


(a) whether it is a fact that he visited Khwospur Rest House, Thana 
Vairowal, District Amritsar, on 24th May 1952 ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that the inhabitants of the villages Munda Pind, 
Janbal and Jama Rai, Tehsil Tarn Taran, District Amritsar, were forcibly 
dragged by the local police together to welcome the Chief Minister ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that any one pleading inability to present himself 
for the welcome was beaten and assaulted by the police, with the result 
that Harnam Singh, son of Bishan Singh, Hajam, received severe injuries on 
the leftarm ; Shankar Dass, Brahman and Dulha Singh received injuries 
on the arms ; Boor Singh and a relative of his who had come to see him 


(10) 4 Punjab Legislative Assembly fist July, 1952 
[ Sardar Darshan Singh ] 


were both assaulted and besides these the following men beaten by the 
police :— 

Mangal Singh Korka, Sham Singh Mehra, Sapuran ,Singh, Kahan Singh, 
Sulakhan Singh, Amar Singh, Sohan Singh and Kundan Singh of village 
Munda Pind ; and Tara Singh son of Channan Singh, Daya Singh son of 
Saudagar Singh, Mohinder Singh son of Wadhawa Singh, Jaswant Rai son of 
Mehru Ran, Tara Singh son of Kalu Mazhabi and Harbhajan Singh son of 
Harnam Singh ; 


(d) whether these facts have come to the notice of the Government ; 
if so, the action taken, or he contemplates taking in this matter ; if not, 
why not ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Yes. 
(b) No. 
(c) No. 


(d) No ; does not arise. 


REPRESENTATION FROM ACHHAR SINGH SON OF NARAIN 
SINGH OF VILLAGE JHABHAL, DISTRICT AMRITSAR. 


*192. Sardar Darshan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 


(a) whether the Government has received a representation from Achhar 
Singh son of Narain Singh, a retired Army Havaldar and Military Pensioner © 
of village Jhabhal, District Amritsar, in the first week of May, 1952 
complaining that in the month of April he was arrested and imprisoned by 
mistake, in place of another Achhar Singh, a Communist worker of the same 
name and same village ; 


(h) whether it is a fact that in jail he was given hard labour ; 


(c) Whether it is a fact that after spending some days in jail he made 
a representation to the Jail Superintendent who on going through the jail 
records discovered that the real Achhar Singh whom the police wanted 
had been a Communist detenu in the Amritsar jail, and was at that time a 
detenue in Ambala jail ; 
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(d) whether it is a fact that the Jail Superintendent had taken Achhar 
Singh son of Narain Singh before the Duty Magistrate, who instead of 
setting him at liberty again s:nt him back to jail ; 


(e) whether it is a fact that on this his nephew who was employed in 
the police force made a represen-ation to the Superintendent of Police, 
Amritsar, to the effect that his uncle was in jail by mistake in place of 
another person ; 

(f) whether it is a fact that the Superintendent of Police who saw him 
and compared him with a photograph of the real Achhar Singh the Commu- 


nist worker also discovered that he was not the wanted man ; 


(g) whether itis a fact that the Superintendent Police had taken him 
again before the Duty Magistrate who again sent him back to jail 5 


(h) whether it is also a fact that at last he was released on 2lst April, 
1952 when the authorities discovered that the real Achhar Singh was all the 
time a detenu in Ambala jail ; | 


(i) whether Government has taken or contemplates taking any actien 
on the complaint made in the letter referred to in part (c) above, if so > what 
if not, the reasons therefor ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Yes. 
(b) No. 
(c) Yes, representation was received. 


(d) Achhar Singh was sent by the Superintendent Jail to the Duty 
Magistrate who ordered him to be produced before the Ilaqa 
Magistrate, 


(e) His nephew Darbara Singh brought the facts to the notice of 
senior police officers on 17th April, 1952. 


(f) No. The necessary verification was done by a Police Inspector. 


(g) No. 


(h) After enquiries, police discovered that Achhar Singh had been 
arrested under a bonafide mistake of fact and so his discharge 
was recommended on 18th April,.1952. He was released on 21st 
April, 1952 by a competent Magistrate. 


(1) The matter is under enquiry. 


(10) 6 Punjab Legislative Assembly [ Ist July, 1952 ] 
[ Chief Minister ] 


Brief facts of the case are as follows :— 


One Achhar Singh son of Narain Singh, Jat, of Jhabal, a Communist 
was detained under the P. D. Acton 18th February 1951. While under 
detention in Ambala jail, he was prosecuted for an offence committed 
earlier under Section 225 (B) Indian Penal Code and was sentenced, along 


with his 6 co-accused in this case to 6 months rigorous imprisonment on 
31st July, 1951. Achhar Singh and all his co-accused went up in appeal and i 

the Sessions Judge released them all on interim bail pending the disposal en ck 

of the appeal. Achhar Singh being a detenu was not released and remained nes 
in the jail. In appeal the conviction was upheld but the sentence was 
reduced to 3 months rigorous imprisonment each and the convicts had to be 
recommitted to jail. As Achhar Singh was already in jail, the Additional 
Sessions Judge on 5th March, 1952 sent his commitment warrant to the 
Superintendent, District Jail Amritsar, to pass it on to the Superintendent 
District Jail, Jullundur, as he had been transferred there by them. This 
warrant was returned by the Superintendent, District jail, Jullundur, to the 
Sessions Judge, Amritsar, with the report that the convict had been 
released on bail, which was incorrect. Consequently, the Sessions Judge, 
Amritsar, issued orders on 13th March 1952, that Achhar Singh should be 
re-arrested and committed to jail to serve out his sentence. As a result 
of this order the Ilaqa Magistrate issued non-bailable warrant for the 
arrest of Achhar Singh son of Narain Singh, Jat, of Jhabhal. Consequently 
the Jhabhal Police arrested Achhar Singh referred toin the Assembly Ques- 
tion on l4th April, 1952 whose parentage, caste and residence were incident- 
ly identical with those of Achhar Singh detenu and committed him to the ! 
judicial custody. This Achhar Singh, while in jail, made a representation to ? 

the Superintendent Jail on 15th April, 1952 that he was not the wanted 

person. On this the necessary enquiries were made and as a result thereof 

the complainant was discharged on 2!st April 1952, All this was very unfortu- 

nate but was due to bonafide mistake. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Government award any punishment 
to those responsible for the mistake and compensation to the person detained 
without any cause ? 


Chief Minister : It is a request for action. 
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} CONFISCATION OF RIFLES BY THE OFFICER INCHARGE 
BORDER DEFENCE. 
gre. *193. Sardar Darshan Singh: Will the Chicf Minister be pleased to 


$ 5 state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that on 18th March, 1952 the Officer Incharge, 
Border Defence confiscated the rifles issued for village defence to: 


Harbans Singh, Sumand Singh, Veer Singh, Sajjan Singh, Harbans 
Singh, son of Mohar Singh, Massa Singh, Gurnam Singh and Suba Singh 
2. ° of village Chhina Bidi Chand, Thana Jhabhal, District Amritsar ; 


ba 
(b) the reasons for the confiscation of their rifles ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The rifles were confiscated with a view to minimising the risk of 
possible use of these weapons in border crime. These men 
were suspected to be indulging in smuggling and of having con- 

t tact with Fakistani smugglers. 
DACOITY CASES. 
= *246 Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 
>. 1 (a) the total number of dacoity cases registered districtwise by the 
ai Police in the State during the years 1950-51 and 1951-52. 
(b) the number of such cases which are still untraced $ 
(c) the number of cases in which convictions have been secured in the 
lower courts ; 
3 (d) the number of cases in which such convictions were set aside on 
ed appeal to higher courts 3 
(e) the number of cases in which the accused were either acquitted or 
) discharged by the lower courts ? 
| 
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} ENTERING THE NAMES OF POLITICAL WORKERS AS 
“ BADAMASHES ” IN REGISTER NUMBER 10. 
pes z *250. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Chicf Minister be pleased to state:— 
a p (a) the number of inhabitants of village Jhabal whose names have 
e : been entered in Register No. 10 by the Police ; 


(b) whether the Government has considered the advisability of stopp- 


e ing the practice of entering names in such Register ? 
l Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
2 > (a) There are 6 inhabitants of village Jhabal whose names have been 
entered in Register No 10 by the Police, 
(b) No. 


ed ee a 


LICENCES FOR FIREARMS IN KANGRA DISTRICT. 


*132. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that jungles in- 
fested with wild animals abound all over in Kangra District who destroy 
the crops and sometimes even kill animals ; if so, the action so far taken by 


we the Government in the matter ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
(i) Yes. 


(ii) In order to save crops from the wild animals Government have 
already issued orders to all the Distriet Magistrates (including 
the. District Magistrate of Kangra) for the liberal issue of crop 
protection licences to bonafide cultivators. There are 6715 Arms 

licences in the Kangra District, This number include 196 Crop 


Protection licences. 


GROW MORE FOOD SCHEME. 


#190, Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


A (a) the total amount of money spent on the Grow More Food 
~ scheme during the years 1948-49, 1949-50, 1950-51 and 1951-52 ; 
(b) the amount out of the above given each year to landholders with 
holdings :— 
(i) above 100 standard acres ; 
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(ii) between 50 and 100 standard acres ; 

(iii) between 25 and 50 standard acres ; 

(iv) between 10 and 25 standard acres ; 

(v) below 10 standard acres. 


(c) the amount granted, districtwise, under this scheme for purchase of 
seeds, manure and implements tv peasants holding under 10 acres ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


Year Rs. 
(a) (i) 1948-49 14,93,379 ; 
(ii) 1949-50 1,56,96,894 
(iti) 1950-51 1,91,69,200 
(iv) 1951-52 2,12,46,527 


(5) Loans were advanced as follows to zamindars for the sinking of 
percolation wells and purchase of tractors, Loans are being disbursed for 
purchase of pumping-sets :— 


1948-49 1949-50 1950251 1951-52 
Rs. = Rs Re Re 
For sinking of wells wee 92,855 22 ,21,927 18,98,385 12,00,000 
For purchase of tractors... ... mag 40 00,000 
For purchase of pumping-sets... se ee 10,00,000 


Information is not available about the amount advanced to each cate- 
gory of landholder. 


(c) No loans are given for purchase of seeds, manure and implements. 


DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRIC ENERGY GENERATED AT 
JOGINDER NAGAR. 


*133. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Irrigation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the volume of electricity produced in Joginder Nagar ; 


(5) the volume supplied to Pakistan, the rate at which it is supplied and 
the total income on that account ; 


(c) the volume supplied to parts of India with its rate and the income 
therefrom ; 
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(d) the volume supplied to District Kangra and the places from where 
it is supplied ; 

(e) whether it has come to the notice of the Government that people of 
Kangra in general, and almost all important villages of Nurpur Tehsil and 
the Nurpur town itself are asking for the supply of electricity for industrial 
and domestic purposes ; 


(f) the steps Government proposes to take to meet this demand of the 
public ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 


(a) The average maximum demand of electric energy generated at 
Joginder Nagar during 1951-52 was 32,100 K. W. However, 
the maximum demand went up to 35,000 K. W. during the 
year. 


(b) It is nòt in the public interest to give reply. 


(c) The maximum demand supplied to the various towns in the Punjab 
(India) during the year 1951-52 reached a figure of 24,500 K., W. 
The rates for supply of power vary according to the load connec- 
ted and energy consumed and are based on the tariffs in force. 
The maximum rates for the different categories of consumers 
are, however, as under ;— 


Serial No. | Category. Maximum rate per unit, 
l. General Supply Consumers. 0-5-0 nett. 
fi Industrial do 18 pies. 
A Bulk do 23°5 pies, 
4, Street Lighting, 0-2-0 


The total revenue assessed during 1951-52 in respect of supply from 
Uhl River H. E. Scheme was Rs. 71:04 lakhs odd which is subject 


to final adjustment in accounts. 


(d) The total connected load in Kangra District in the Local Distri- 
bution Schemes at Kangra, Old Kangra, Yol Camp, Lower 
Dharamsala, Upper Dharamsala, Baijnath Paprola, Palampur and 
Nagrota is 1691 K. W. The supply to the above-mentioned 
towns is made from the Grid sub-station at Kangra. | 


(e) Yes. 


Supply to the towns and villages in the Kangra District, mentioned 
under (d) above, has already been made. 


(10) 12 Punjab Legislative Assembly [ Ist July, 1952 r 
[ Minister for Irrigation ] 


Project estimate for the transmission line between Pathankot and 


Nurpur, local distribution in Nurpur town, Nurpur Road Railway "odi 
Station, Jandwal and Mamun villages has already been sanctioned -~ , : 
and provisions for its construction made in the Budget for 1952-53. P 
Any other villages enroute, supply to which may be found finan- $ 
cially justifiable, will also be provided with electric connections. ; 
(f) As per reply to item (e) above. Load surveys of other areas in the i 
Kangra District are being carried out and wherever any ex- r : 
tension is found financially justifiable, necessary estimates will a 
be prepared and works taken in hand after sanction of the compe- N 
tent authority, Sufficient transformer capacity is available at ! 
the Grid sub-stations at Pathankot and Kangra. } 
Shri Sri Chand : Is ita fact that Pakistan has not so far paid the 
money due from it on account of the electricity consumed by it ? 
Minister: [t is not in public interest to disclose this. 
, | 
SUNDAR BRANCH CANAL. E 
*169. Shri Sri Chand: Will the Minister for Irrigation be pleased to | 
state whether there is any likelihood of the Sundar Branch Canal being made | 
perennial ; if so, how long it will take to make it perennial ? 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Yes. ‘The Sundar Branch is expected to be | 
made perennial sometime next year. 
X 
Too a] 
| 
SUNDAR BRANCH CANAL, | 
*170. Shri SriChand: Willthe Minister for Irrigation be pleased | 
to state whether there is any scheme under the contemplation of the Govern- 
ment for increasing the supply of water in the Sundar Branch Canal ; if so, 
the details of such scheme and the time when it would materialize together | 
with the names of villages, districtwise, and the area of land that will be : | 
irrigated ? ah 


; , | 

Chaudhri Lahri Singh : It is proposed to convert Sundar Branch into 
a perennial channel as soon as the Jagadhri Tubewell Scheme is completed. | 
For extending Kharif irrigation on Sundar Branch, three schemes have been | 
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Shri SriChand: Sir, I have not been supplied with a copy of the 
statement which the Minister has laid on the Table of the House. 


Minister: Hon. Member’s signature acknowledging receipt of a 
copy of the statement is with the Secretary, Punjab State Legislature. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The hon. Minister has stated that this matter 
will be attended to after the scheme of boring tube wells has been completed. 


May I know the number of tube wells bored so far ? 


Minister : The hon. Member will get that information today in connec- 
tion with another question. 


CLOSURE OF UPPER BARI DOAB CANAL. 


*188. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state : — 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that the Upper Bari 
Doab Canal, Amritsar Branch, remained closed for nearly eighteen days, from 
the end of March 1952, to 15th April 19523 


(b) whether the Government is further aware of the fact that as a result 
of this untimely stoppage of water, green fodder was ruined, the yield of 
wheat decreased considerably, the sowing of fodder, sugarcane, cotton, etc., 
was delayed in thousands of acres fed by the canal in Gurdaspur and 
Amritsar Districts ; 


(c) the reasons for this stoppage and the action, if anv, taken by the 


Government in this connection ? 
NX 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) Upper Bari Doab Canal remained closed for 12 days from Ist 
April 1952 to 13th April 1952, 


(b) and (c) Every canal has to be closed once a year for the purpose of carry- 
ing out essential closure works both in the river and in the canal. 
Usually, this closure is done in the month of January. This year, 
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| } however, due to insufficient winter rains, the demand for canal 
water supply was very keen. Consequently, no closure was 
| Pa mide in the month of January and the canal was kept continuous- 
b- se ly running till the 3lst March 1852, thereby the Rabi crops 
received all the water that was available in the river. Demand 
for irrigation during the month of April is very slack and very 
little watering is done to Rabi crops in this period. Due to the 
closure period mentioned in (a) above, no damage was caused 
to either green fodder or wheat crop, nor can this be a cause for 
reduction in the sowings of fodder, sugarcane, cotton, etc. In 
fact if the essential closure works had not been done it would not 


To 


have been possible to run the Upper Bari Dvoab Canal with as 


-a 


high supplies as is the case at present. ‘The extra supplies run 


in the canal have -resulted in thousands of acres of additional 
cultivation of the Kharif crops and should amply recompense for 
the slight interruption in supply due to the closure. 


oe m ee 


A NEW TOWNSHIPS. 
+48. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to State :— 


(a) the number of New Townships built by the Government in the 
State ; 
l (b) the number of houses in each township ; 
i (c) the number of houses occupied by the refugees in each of these 
gi townships ? 
Sardar Ujjal Singh : The required information is as follows :— 
(a) Fourteen New Townships in all have been developed in the State, 
wherein 3929 houses have been constructed. Besides, fourteen 
Cheap Housing Colonies have also been established in the State 


and 2598 cheap houses have been completed and 600 are under 
construction in these colonies. 


re 
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[ Minister for Finance ] l 


(b) 


s 
m a a K 
New Townships Cheap Housing Colonies k: 
Name of New Town- |———-—-—-—-—-—-—- -- —-— — — a — — — a a aasam . 
ship /Cheap Housing No. of houses contructed 
Colony —— mnM — —| No. of houses No. of houses 
By Govern- By purchasers completed under cons- 
mert of plots truction 
1. Hissar wes 30 45 149 7 
2. Rohtak sa 200 167 249 wu 
3. Sonepat re 200 | 73 100 100 
4. Gurgoon as 200 i 159 a 300 D, 
5. Palwal zs 200 12 100 l A ; 
6. Rewari re 298 1 os se 
7. Karnal si 500 125 200 i 
8. Panipat sa 498 110 150 
9. Ambala zs 26 96 300 
10. Jagadhri za 402 101 250 100 
11. Hoshiarpur... 200 23 ss : 
12. Jullundur wae 500 311 350 . 
13. Ludhiana aus 473 438 200 100 
14. Khanna © oes 202 ex 
15. Pathankot sss An 200 
16. Batala ee 150 : 
17. Bhiwani 200 ek 
Total 3929 1661 2598 600 
tt 
(c) 
| Cheap Housing 
New Townships Colonies 
| 
No. of houses 
Name of New Town- | (constructed by, No. of houses No. of houses 
ship /Cheap Housing | Government) sold | leased out to dis- | sold to displaced 
Colony . to displaced per- | placed persons persons 
sons 
ae a a a pe pa es ee Y 
1. Hissar ve 1 mae 2 
2. Rohtak fi 86 52 195 
3. Sonepat ss: 200 zi 100 
4. Gurgaon sbs 200 sii “es 
5. Palwal ze 13 187* 96 
6. Rewari ee 9 | 258* z 
7. Karnal i 306 53 196 
8. Panipat is 348 108 106 
9. Ambala i 7 ae 231 
10. Jagadhri 2 402 ee 250 
'1. Hoshiarpur 51 S ge st 
12. Jullundur eee 49g 2 192 
13. Ludhiana aoe 473 F 200 
14. Khanna vee. 30 166* oes X 
15. Pathankot : m 200 
27144 826 1768 
* 187, 258 and 166 houses are providing roof shelter to aged and infirm displaced 
persons in the infirmaries established at Palwal, Rewari and Khanna respectively. 
+ In addition to this number the houses constructed by purchasers of plots are 
property of disptaced persons. 
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RESOURCES AND RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE, 


+119. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 


to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that the Resources and Retrenchment 
Committee in its report for the year 1950—51 recommended to the Govern- 
ment to disallow all kinds of special pays, allowances, etc., to Government 
servants in receipt of a salary exceeding Rs. 1,000 ; if so, the decision, if 


any, so far taken by the Government in the matter ; 


(b) whether the Government will lay on the Table a statement showing 
the special pays and allowances drawn by each of the Government servants 
together with the total amount paid during the years 1950—51 and 1951—52 ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 
(a) Yes. The Budget Speech contains full information as to this 
Government’s attitude and policy on the subject. 


(b) In view of the decision announced in the Budget Speech the 
hon. Member will perhaps not wish to push for the information 
asked for by him, as this will take considerable time to collect. 


Shri Dev RajSethi: Will the Finance Minister be pleased to state the 
total amount paid to the Government servants in the form of allowances ? 


Minister: Ifthe hon. Member is interested in finding out the total 
amount paid to the Government servants in regard to some particular 


allowance, he may take the trouble of giving a fresh notice. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I am certainly interested in finding out the total 
amount paid to the Government servants both inthe form of special: pays 
and allowances and I would appreciate it very much if a statement contain- 


ing the above information is supplied to me, 


Minister: I have got information in connection with special pays drawn 
by the Government servants, But with regard to allowances, I may tell him 
that there are various types of allowances such as Dearness Allowance, Com- 
pensatory Allowance, Hill Allowance and unless and until he mentions any 
particular allowance about which he wishes to have the information, I am 
afraid it will not be possible for me to do the needful. 
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SCALES OF PAY OF VARIOUS GOVERNMENT SERVANTS. 


+159. Shri Maru Singh Malik: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state the scale of pay (exculding allowances) of :— 


(i) Chaprasis ; 

(ii) Police Constables ; 

(iii) Primary School Teachers ; 

(iv) Patwaris ; 

(v) Junior Clerks ; 

(vi) Head Constables ; 

(vii) Girdawar Qanungos ; and 

(viii) Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police. 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(i) Chaprasis. Rs. 20-3-25. 

(ii) Police Constables. 
Time Scale. Rs. 33-1-36-4 /7-40-5 /7-45. 
Selection Grade. Rs. 40-1-50. 


iii) Primary School Teachers. 


(a) Teachers in Primary Schools run 
by Local Bodies (J. V. Trained). Rs. 40-2-60/3-90 /4-110. © 


(b) Teachers in Government Schools 
teaching the primary classes. 
(S. V. Trained). Rs. 50-3--80 /4-100. 


- (c) Teachers in Government or (1) Matric, Trained in Basic 
L. B. Basic Primary Schogls. Education at Rs. 50 per 
mensem in the grade men- 

tioned at (a) above. 
é ` (2) Non-matric trained in 
Basic Education in the 
grade mentioned at (a) 

above. 


(3) Middle J.T. trained in 
Basic Education in the 
grade mentioned at (a) 


above with two advance 
increments. 
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(4) Matric J. T. trained in Basic 
Education in the grade 
mentioned at (a) above 
with two advance incre- 
ments subject to a mini» 


mum of Rs. 50 per mena 


sem. 
(iv) Patwaris. Rs. 30-1-40/1-50, 
(v) Junior Clerks. 
Secretariat Oifices. Rs. 60-4-80 /5-120. 
Other than Secretariat Offices. Rs. 50-3-80/4-1090. 
(vi) Head Constables. Rs. 55-3-85. 
(vit) Girdawar Qanungos. The hon. Member is presum- 


ably referring to “Field 
Qanungos”’ whose scale of pay 
is Rs. 50-3-80/4-100. 


(viii) Assistant Sub-Inspectors of 
Police. Rs. 80-2-90 /2-100. 


Shri Maru Singh Malik: Isa peon’s salary sufficient for supporting 
an average family ? 


Mr. Speaker: It is a matter of opinion, 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Is the Government prepared to increase the 
basic pays of the eight categories of Government servants referred to in 
the question ? 


Mr. Speaker: That is a request for action. 


Shri Rizak Ram: The grades of pay of the police officers show that 
whereas the rate of increment of a senior officer is less, that of the lower 
officer is higher. Does the hon. Minister consider it fair ? 


Mr. Speaker : Again it is a matter of opinion. 


Sent Ne ee ce 


PROHIBITION IN ROHTAK DISTRICT. 


#160. Shri Maru Singh Malik : Will the Minister for Labour be pleased 
to state the total loss in revenue to Government on account of the enforce- 
ment of prohibition in Rohtak District ? 


Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Rs. 8,76,771 excluding enforcement charges 
which amount to Rs. 2,23,415-5-6, 
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RESERVE EVACUEE LAND. 


om 


*189. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state :— | 


» 


+ 


l < 
Eer a 


(a) the total area of land districtewise kept as reserve out of the 
Muslim evacuee lands and reasons therefor ; 


(b) the area out of the reserve land that remained fallow during the 
years 1950-51 and 1951-52 ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 7 
(a) The required information is given below : — 


(b) This information is not readily available. Instructions had, how- 
ever, been issued to all the Deputy Commissioners in the State 
that all evacuee lands of which possession had not been taken 
by the allottees should be leased out at six times the land 


revenue plus cesses. 


ANNEXTURE 
TO 4 
ASSEMBLY QUESTION No, 189 (STARRED.) 


————____—_—_ o i St | -0$ 


bee a ee] 
| 


Area reserved for Government | Area reserved for 
| Departments for development restoration to 
ò | and other schemes for eventual Muslims. 
Z Name of the District acquisition against payment of 
P fair compensation. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
poe ee 


In ordinary Acres. In ordinary Acres 

1 Ludhiana ne 8,984 Nil 

2| Karnal ‘eg 4,115 Nil 

3} Jullundur jai 1,075 Nil 

4 | Ambala sa 526 16,179 

5 Gurgaon e. 6,181 50,494 

6 | Rohtak ee 706 Nil 

7 | Hoshiarpur eee 393 Nil 

8 | Hissar eae 3,839 Nil $ 

9 | Gurdaspur ies 117 Nil "i 
10 | Ferozepore ssi 2,464 Nil 
11 Kangra sss 132 Nil 
12 | Amritsar ot 12 Nil 
13 | Simla ag Nil Nil 

Total 28,544 . 66,673 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know the purpose for which this land has 


been reserved ? 
Minister : That information has been given in the statement. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Is a portion of the reserved land intended to be 
allotted to Congress Leaders ? 


Minister: It has not been reserved either for the Congress Leaders or 
for the Communist Leaders. 


ee ee mama 


ALLOTMENT OF LAND TO REFUGEE RELATIVES. 


*248, Sardar Nidhan Singh : Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether it is the intention of the Government to allot land to 
refugees who are blood relations at one and the same place, as far as possible 
in the State ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: Yes. In fact the State Gevernment had invited 
applications from blood relations who wanted to be consolidated at one place 
by the 30th November 1949 and as far as possible all such applicatiqns were 
accepted. Inthe case of those who did not apply by the prescribed date 
mentioned above, consolidation can only be effected if the area for allotment 
to the blood relations concerned is available in the village in which consolida- 
tion is desired. 


Sardar Chanan Singh : What action has the Government taken on the 
applications received by the Rehabilitation Department complaining that in 
the matter of allotment of lands brothers and other relatives have been 
separated trom each other ? 


Minister: As I have already submitted that some applications were 
received after the prescribed date, these are being considered by the 
Government and if land is available the requests made in the applications will 


be complied with as far as possible. 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: Is there any land which can be allotted to the 
applicants whose applications are being considered by the Government ? 


Minister: I cannot say. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the Government prepared todo anything for 
those poor people who did not read the Government notification in the news 
papers and did not apply in time ? 


Mr. Speaker: This is not a question. It is a request for action, 
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RETIREMENT AGE FOR SUBORDINATE SERVICES. 
*249. Sardar Nidhan Singh : Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 


to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that the age of retirement for Punjab Government 
Subordinate Services is 55 years, whereas the retirement age for similar 


Central Government Services is 60 years; if so, the reasons for the disparity; 


(b) the differences, if any, in the Pension Rules for Subordinate 
Services of the State and Central Government and the reasons for the 


disparity; 
(c) whether it is a fact that the dearness allowance allowed to Central 


Government employees is at a higher rate than the dearness allowance allowed 


to the State Government employces ; if so, the reasons therefor; 


(d) the steps the State Government contemplates to take to bring such 
disparity to an end ? 

Sardar Ujjal Singh : 

(a) Yes, so far as Ministerial Government servants are 

. concerned. In the case of others, the age of compulsory 

retirement, both at the Centre and the Punjab Govern- 

ment, is 55 years. This disparity was permitted substantially 

with a view to absorb a large number of displaced Government 

servants from Punjab (Pakistan), at the time of partition, who were 

surplus to the sanctioned strength of the cadres in the various 


Departments of the State Government. 


(b) With the introduction of the revised pension scheme, with effect 
from 10th June 1951, the State Pension rules are, in all important 
respects, substantially the same as the Central Government rules, 
except that our Government servants can, if they so desire, retire 
on retiring pension, after completion of 25 years service as against 
30 years, prescribed by the Government of India. 


(c) Yes. With all the will in the world to help the low-paid Govern- 
ment servants, the State Government cannot, due to their slender 
financial resources, fall in line with the Government of India in 
this respect. No other part ‘A’ State Government is known to 
have followed, in entirety, the Central Government rates of 


dearness allowance. 


(d) The hon. Member is referred to the announcement contained 
in the Budget speech regarding an adhoc increase, with effect 
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from the Ist August 1952, of Rs.5 per mensem in the existing 
rates of dearness allowance, in the case of Government servants 
drawing pay upto Rs. 100 per mensem. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: What action has the Government taken on the 
representation sent to it by the teachers regarding raising their age of retire- 
ment? 


Chief Minister: It has been rejected, 


PAYMENT OF SALARIES BY DISTRICT BOARD, FEROZEPORE. 


*228. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Local Government 
be pleased to state whether the District Board, Ferozepore has not paid the 


: & 
salaries to its employees for the Rabi crop harvest vacations ? 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: No ; the Board did. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram: What about the untrained teachers? Have 
they also been paid for this period ? Is it not a fact that after the vacation, 
their services were dispensed with and new persons who had managed to win 


the favour of the officers concerned were recruited in their place ? 


Mr, Speaker: Disallowed. 


mame END REP on 


UNANI AYURVEDIC BOARD. 
*134. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Educa- 


tion be pleased to state :— 


(a) the date when and the period for which the Unani Ayurvedic Board 


was constituted ; | 
(b) the names of its members ; 
(c) the functions of the Board; 
(d) the progress it has made during its existence ; 


(e) the number of Medicos it has interviewed for registration so far ; 

(f) the number of those among them who have been issued registration 
Certificates ; 

(g) whether the members of the Board are in receipt of any remuneration 
or T.A ; 

ih) whether any member has refused to draw this remuneration or T.A; 
if so, on what account, together with the name of the person concerned ; 

(i) the total expenses incurred by the Board including the remuneration 
paid to the members ? 
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Minister for Education : [ i 
(a) The Board was constituted on the 14th June 1950, for two 
years from the date of its first meeting held on the 30th October r ' 
1950. j + 
Á 
(b) Shri Hardayal Vaidya, Shri Prakash Nath Tewari, Shri Jagan < 


Nath, Hakim Naranjan Singh, Vaidya Durga Datt, Vaidya Dhani 
Ram, Pt. Mohan Krishan, Hakim Kartar Singh, Hakim Dharam 
Singh, Vaidya Gobind Lal Satyarthi and Hakim Harbachan Lal. Į 


(c) To implement the provisions of the East Punjab Ayurvedic and 
Unani Practitioners Act, 1949. 4 


(d) The Board has organized its regular office. Registration of 
qualified Vaids and Hakims and those who have ten years’ practice 


at their credit isin progress and is expected to be completed 


| shortly. lt has taken steps to recognize colleges and institutions 


teaching Ayurvedic and Unani Systems of medicine to students. 
(e) 18,000 approximately. 
(f£) 3,378 
(g) Yes. 


(h) Yes. Shri Durga Dutt, Member of the Board, did not accept his a 
daily fee or T. A. in connection with the scrutiny of applications 


recognized, which was not accepted by the Board, 
(i) Rs. 43,075-5-6. | 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Is the Government prepared to open a school 


{ 
l 
| 
| 
t 
| for registration, as he wanted his private night Ayurvedic Pathshala 
or college for promsting the study of Ayurvedic and Unani systems of ) 
s 

medicine ? - 

| 


Mr. Speaker : This question does not arise. 


RURAL DISPENSARIES IN THE STATE. 


#158. Shri Maru Singh Malik: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 


Sy 


(a) the number of rural dispensaries, districtwise, started after 1947 in 
the State ; 


— á 


(b) the annual cost of medicines and equipment per dispensary ; 


(c) the pay of the Doctor and other staff of each dispensary per year ; 
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° 
4a 
: (d) the total number of rural dispensaries districtwise before partition 
) in this part of the State ; | 
ee (e) whether the Government has fixed any target limits of time when 
z free medical aid will be supplied to every man ? 
> 
b Shri Jagat Narain : 
(a) 21 Rural Dispensaries were started in the Punjab (I) after 1947 
l in the Districts named in statement No. I, below. 
i (b) Rs. 1,000 per annum. 
> (c) Rs. 5000 per annum. 
(d) The Districtwise number of Rural Dispensaries, which were in 
i existence at the time of partition in this part of the State, is 
H given in Statement No. II. 
| 
(e) No. 
STATEMENT NO. I. 
Hissar. 3 
Karnal. 2 
; Kangra. 8 
Hoshiarpur. 1 
$ Ludhiana. 1 
Ferozepore. . 1 
Amritsar. 2 
Gurdaspur. 3 
2i 
STATEMENT No. II. 
} Hissar. 27 
m Rohtak. 11 
Gurgaon, 12 
Karnal. 18 
Ambala. 10 
i Kangra. 14 
| Hoshiarpur. 8 
Jullundur. 8 
| Ludhiana. 5 
Ferozepore. 22 
| A 
sos Amritsar, 16 
pe Gurdaspur. 3 
| 154 
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BORDER INCIDENTS. 
*121. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 
(a) the number of border incidents during the years 1980-—51 and 
1951—52 ; 
(b) the steps so far taken hy the Government as security measures for 
the prevention of border incidents ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) 25 in 1950—51 and 18 in 1951—52, 
(b) Government have taken adequate steps, including the posting of 
police along the border, to prevent border incidents. The hon. 
Member will, no doubt, appreciate the fact that it is not in the 
public interest to give out more details, 


ARE ee 


ISSUE OF LICENCES FOR FIREARMS IN THE STATE. 


*122. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 

(a) whether Government is aware of the persistent demand by the public 
for liberalising rules for the issue of licences for firearms in the State ; 

(b) the steps taken by the Government on the subject ; 

(c) whether itisa fact that district authorities are directed not to issue 
licences beyond a certain percentage ; if so, whether he will lay a copy of 
such directions on the Table ? : 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) No such demand has been submitted to Government 
(b) Does not arise. 
(c) The instructions issued by Government are of a sontidental nature 
and it will not be in the Prag interest to disclose them. 


RECOVERY OF GIRLS FROM PAKISTAN. 


*137. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Chief Minister be 
pleased to state : — 


(a) whether anv attempt was made by the Punjab Government to 
compile a list of such non-Muslim girls and women as had been kidnapped 
and left in Pakistan at the time of partition ; if so, their number $3 

(b) the number of girls and women who have been rescued and brought 
over to this side during the years 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951 and 1952 ; 

(c) whether there is any organisation of the Police Department engaged 
on this work ; if so, the expenses Government has incurred on this organisa- 
tion in the years 1948, 1949, 1950 and 1951 ; 
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(d) the number of employees engaged in this work together with their 
salaries ; 

(e) whether it isa fact that the workers of our Recovery Organisation 
are not allowed to enter certain Districts of Punjab (Pakistan) ; 

(f) the figures of the recovered women in the age-groups of 12 years, 
12-35 years, 35-40 years and above ? | 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) No. This was being dealt with by the Government of India. 


(b) During 1947—48. 5,663) 
1949 609 | 
1950 871 > Total ... 8,155 
1951 743. 

From 1-1-1952 to 30-5-1952 269) 


(c) No separate organisation ; but Punjab Police has been lent to the 
Government of India Recovery Organisatian who pay for them. 

(d) In view of the reply given to (c), the question does not arise. 

(e) Yes ; at present the Governments of India and Pakistan have 
banned a few districts for workers ; but recoveries in these areas 


continue and guides are permitted to go in these areas to help 


recovery. . 

Below 12 yrs. 12—35 yrs, 35-50 yrs. 50 yrs, and above 

(f) ————--—--—— = ee iio Soe eet 
41% 46% 1G 6% 


COMPLAINTS AGAINST POLICE OFFICERS, ETC. IN THE STATE, 
*141. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Willthe Chief Minister be pleased to 


State :— 


(a) the number of complaints received by the District Police Officers 
districtwise, from the public relating to bribery and corruption against 
Police Officers and other employees of the Police Department during the 
years 1950—51 and 1951-~52 in the State ;- 

(b) the number of such complaints enquired into in each District 
during the aforesaid period ; 

(c) the number of such complaints found baseless on enquiry ; 

(d) the number of cases in which allegations were proved ; 

(e) the action taken by the Government in such cases ; 

(f) the number of cases still pending and the reasons for the delay in 


their final disposal ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) to (f) A statement containing the information asked for is given 
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ARRESTS UNDER SECTION 109 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE CODE 
IN DISTRICT AMRITSAR. 

0251. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 

(a) the total number of persons arrested under Section 109 Criminal 
Procedure Code in District Amritsar during the period from January, 1952, 
to March 31, 1952, togéther with the number of such persons at present in , 
Jail ; 

(ib) the number of stich arrested persons amongst them who have been 
released on bail ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) The total number of persons arrested under Section 109 Criminal 
Procedure Code in District Amritsar during the period Ist January, 
1952 to 31st March, 1952 is 131 and the number of such persons 
at present in Jail is 4. 


. (b) The number of such arrested persons released on bail is 127. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Is the Government prepared to amend this 
Section ot the Indian Penal Code because the Police misuses it to harass the 
innocent people ? 


Chief Minister : Sir, I hope you will not mind if I do not reply to this 


question because it is in fact a request for action. 


Mr. Speaker: Yes, it is a request for action. 


EE eee HEED o a 


PRESENTATION OF MEMORANDUM TO DEVELOPMENT MINISTER 
AT BHIWANI BY COMRADE RACHHPAL SINGH. 


*252, Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state -— 


(a) whether it is a fact that on the visit of the Development Minister 
to Bhiwani, District Hissar, on May 7, 1952, a memorandum was presented 
to him by Comrade Rachhpal Singh, Communist Leader, drawing therein the 
Minister’s attention to cases of Police excesses in the District ; 


(b) whether the Government has taken any action on the memoran- 
dum ; if so, what.; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


p nee ere 


Orignal with; 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) No memorandum was presented though he saw the Pevelopaicns 
Minister. - 7 


(b) Does not arise. 


ona ne 


GRANT OF ARMS LICENCES IN PATHAN KOT TEHSIL. 
+253. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state :— 


(a) the number of arms licences granted to various persons in Pathankot | 


Tehsil, District Gurdaspur during the year 1951-52. 


(b) the names of such licencees along with the area of land held by 
each of them ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a and b) Ft is not in the public interest to disclose the information 
asked for. However, any specific case needing Government atten- 
tion may be brought to its notice. 


— Ses cote cae 


CULTIVATION OF LAND BY TENANTS IN THE STATE. 


+161, Shri Maru Singh Malik: Will the Minister for Development 
be pleased to state the number of tenants ouktivating land belonging to 
landlords in the State owning :— 


(i) 5 acres or less, 
(11) 5 to 10 acres, 
(iii) 10 to 29 acres, 
(iv) 20 to 30 acres, 
(v) 30 to 50 acres, 
(vi) 50 to 75 acres, 
(vii) 75 to 100 acres and 
(viii) more than 100 standard acres ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: It needs a much longer time for 
collecting this information and it is just possible ag may not be ready during 
this Session. 
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: PEASANTS WELFARE FUND. 


a 

«173. Shri Sri Chand: Will the Minister for Development be 
a? pleased to state :— 
emp. 
ry (a) the total amount of the Peasants Welfare Fund which fell to the 
) share of East Punjab at the time of partition ; 
: | 

(b) the manner in which it was spent ; 
: (c) whether the fund still exists ? 

Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
| S (a) The balance in the Peasants Welfare Fund was merged in the 

general balance on the partition, which was to be divided in the 
b ratio 40 : 60 between Punjab (India) and Punjab (Pakistan), The 
! financial adjustment ìn respect of it has not yet taken place 
b between the t wo Governments and accordingly no share of the 
Peasants Welfare Fund as such has been received by Punjab 
| (India). 
(b) Does not arise. 
(c) No, 
j (oa 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUND. | 
*174. Shri Sri Chand: Will the Minister for Development be pleased 
to state : — 
| (a) the amount of the Rural Development Fund which fell to the share 
of the Punjab (India) at the time of the partition ; 

i (b) the manner in which that amount was spent ; 
; 4 ; 
pn (c) whether the Rural Development Fund still exists ? 
| Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
| (a) No Rural Development Fund existed in the Joint Punjab nor any 
| was started after the partition. There were, however, two Funds 
| “Special Development Funu” and “Economic Development and 
i Improvement of Rural Areas Fund” which existed before the 
| 4 partition, but these funds were merged in the general balances on 
i the partition. 


(b) In view of (a) above, this question does not arise, 


(c) In view of (a) above, this question does not arise. - 
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= COST OF CONSOLIDATION OF LAND. 


*234. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Development be ( 
pleased to state whether the expenditure incurred on ‘Jarib Kashas’ and on , 
‘Watbandi’ work is included in the charges for consolidation of land ? 4 

Sardar Partap Singh Kairon; The cost of Jarib Kashas is included = A 
in the fee but Watbandi is to be carried out by the right-holders themselves, | p 
failing which they have to pay an additional charge of Rs. 2-8-0 per culti- | 
vated acre. 

t 


oe ma es > ene 


METALLED AND UNMETALLED ROADS IN THE STATE. 7 


*54, Shri Prabodh Chandra > Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state the mileage of metalled and unmetalled roads constructed 
in each district of the State since the partition ? 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : A list of mileage of metalled roads 
constructed and improved in each district is given below. No unmetalled 


road has been constructed :— 


New construction. Improvement. 
fî. Gurgaon District 13:00 miles ` 5:28 miles 
2. Rohtak 5 16.00 en 6.75 » a 
3. Karnal _,, 17°37, 500 , | 
4. Ambala i : 44°96 , 24°25 — yy 
5. Hoshiarpur ,, 20°16 » 
6. Ferozepore ,, 60°27 5 
; 7. Amritsar ,, 51:40 ž „ 
8. Gurdaspur ,, 1019 —,, ve 
j 9. Kangra „, 2300 ž » e { 
256-35 miles 43°25 miles ’ 
pe eee 
| SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES DRAWN BY GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES. 
| +172. Shri Sri Chand: Wili the Chief Minister be pleased to state :— 
| , 
; (a) the amount of salaries and allowances drawn by members of various 
7 Government departments excluding the police ; i 
! (b) the amount of salaries and allowances of Government servants of ~ 


various departments separately, who have their Headquarters at Simla includ- 
ing the Judges of the High Court, the Ministers and their establishment and 
the Governor; 
| 
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(c) the total number of Government servants with Headquarters at 
Simla along with the names of their home district ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The time and expense involved in collect- 


ing this information will not be commensurate with the advantage to 
accrue from it. 


REFUGEE LAMBARDARS. 


+232. Shri Wadhawa Ram : Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether the refugee Lambardars have been allotted half a square of 
land in the State in respect of Lambardari ; 

(b) if the answer to part (a) above bein the affirmative, whether the 
person appointed asa Lambardar in village Allam Shah, tahsil and police 
station Fazilka, District Ferozepore has been allotted half a square of land 


in respect of Lambardari ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 
Sardar Ujjal Singh : 
(a) No. 
(b) Does not arise in view of the answer to (a) above, 


REFUND OF TENDER LEASE MONEY TO LICENSEES FROM 
WEST PAKISTAN. 


*233. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state whether the licensees from West Pakistan, who had taken Govern- 
ment lands on the tender lease system, have been refunded the amount of 
money deposited by them in respect of the leases in Government treasuries ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : Deposits made by temporary lessees of Crown 
Waste Lands in colonies in West Punjab, before partition, have not so far been 
refunded. As this liability is to be shared between the two Governments, 


nevotiations are still going on with the Pakistan Government. 


ee re eee oe 


HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES OPENED IN THE STATE 
AFTER THE PARTITION. 


+55. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Education he pleas- 
ed to state the number of high schools and colleges opened by the Govern- 
ment in different districts of the State since partition ? 


Orig i with; 
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Shri Jagat Narain : 


(i) Government High Schools :— (a) Simla (Ambala District.) 2 
(a) opened after the (b) Dalhousie (Gurdaspur Distt.) 1 
| partition. 
(b) taken over as a result of (a) Bawal and Pataudi (Gurgaon 
merger of certain states District) i 2 
in the Punjab . (b) Bhunga (Hoshiarpur District) 1 


(c) Chachrauli (Ambala District) 1 
(ii) Government Colleges (a) Hissar l 
(b) Muktsar (Ferozepur District) 1 


(c) Tanda Urmar (Hoshiarpur 
District) 1 
(d) Jullunder (Training College for 
Men) l 
(e) Simla 
(Ambala District) (Training 
5 College for Women) l 
Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know what is the policy of the Govern- 
ment with regard to the opening of new schools and colleges ? 


Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise out of the original question. 
r 


Shrimati Sita Devi: What considerations weigh with the Government 
to open new schools and colleges ? 


Minister: The new schools and colleges are opened at such places where 
there is no such institution before. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: A new college has heen opened at Tanda. know 
of many more places where new schools and colleges have been opened in 
spite of the fact that such institutions already existed there. 


Minister: I may inform the hon. Lady Member that there was 
no college before at Tanda, 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know the reasons for opening new 


schools and colleges where such institutions already existed ? 
Mr. Speaker: Disallowed. 


'Shrimati Sita Devi: I know that there was no college at Tanda but 
in view of the fact that there are so many colleges at Jullundur there was no 
urgent need for opening a college at ‘Tanda Urmar. 
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Minister: I may inform the hon, Lady Member that there were about 


s 1600 students in the schools who stood in need of higher education. 
E EOS 
p= À DISPENSARIES OPENED IN THE STATE AFTER THE PARTITION. 
, * *56. Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state the number of new dispensaries opened by the Government in each 
| district of the State since partition ? 
Shri Jagat Narain: 75 new hoSpitals and dispensaries have been opened 
in the Punjab State since the partition. The number and category of such 
| = hospitals and dispensaries, districtwise, is given below :-~ 
| Statement showing the numher of hospitals and dispensaries opened 
k in the Punjab after partition. 
i saree 
Š | o. | State (Sinit | Special #2 | E | = 
Z i Name of District | Public; Canal | Police g'g § 5| -z S 
a | Re) 3 | Š 
1 | Hisar 2 | 3 {oa 2 | 10 
2 | Rohtak . | 4 | m | si al J 
b 3 | Gurgaon i | 4 : seta | Be | | : : 4 
: 4 | Karnal al g l 2i 4: 5 
| 5 | Ambala T i | E - ar | 8 
| 6 | Simla = 2 | eee | Lo 2 
! 7 Kangra a 1 7 e E 8 7 16 
| 8 | Hoshiarpur .. 1 3 Io å 2 7 
) 9 Jullundur as 3 | 1 | wn | ws 4 
„œ 10 | Ludhiana wl Os r | rio, | 3 
a 11 Ferozepore | 2 = 1 | } | 4 
| 12 | Amritsar i 1 | es | 1 | 2 | | 4 
i 13 Gurdaspur | 4 | 2 | 2 4 
ILIZ ee a 
| | Grand Total - 233 | 15 1 19 | 17 | 75 
4 
p Shri Prabodh Chandra : May I know the reasons for not opening new 
: dispensaries in the backward districts of Gurdaspur and Gurgaon when such 
dispensaries have been opened in other districts such as Rohtak, Karnal, 
Simla, Jullundur and Ludhiana ? | 
| 
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Rai Raghuvir Singh : May I know whether District Board Dispensaries 
have deen provincialised ? 
Minister: I require notice. 
AYURVEDIC AND UNANI COLLEGES IN THE STATE. 


+135. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: Will the Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of Ayurvedic and Unani Colleges at present in the 
State ; 


(b) whether they are getting any aid from the Governmont ; if so, 


the amount thereof ; 


(c) whether the Government intend to give any aid to those colleges ; 


-if so, the procedure and criterion for granting ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) Ayurvedic Colleges 2 Recognised by 
Unani Colleges. none J Government. 


A complete list of un-recognised colleges is not available. 
(b) None. 


(c) Not at present. 


KULU VALLEY TRANSPORT COMPANY, PATHANKOT. 


*136. Shri Ram Chandra Comrade : Will the Minister for Eduaction 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of route permits granted to the Kulu Valley Transport 
Co, Ltd., Pathankot for buses, light trucks and heavy trucks along with the 


description of routes $ 


(b) the nuinber of vehicles, light trucks, heavy trucks and buses that 
this company is maintaining and running against these permits ; 
(c) whether it is a fact that the transport Companies are required to 


maintain 25% extra buses for the routes granted to them ; 


(d) whether the company mentioned in para (a) above is maintaining 


this extra number of vehicles ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) The following permits have been granted to Kulu Valley Transport 
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Co. Ltd., Pathankot :— 


(i) Buses :— 

ET 1. Nagrota-Manali ... 12 permits 
m 2. Pathankot-Kulu ... 3 permits 

” 3. Pathankot-Joginder Nagar ... 2 permits 
| Total .. 17 permits 
| (ii) Light Trucks :— 
; l. Pathankot-Kulu-Manali .. 3 permits 
! P 2. Pathankot-Nagrota-Manali .. 8 permits 
L 3. Pathankot-Baijnath-Manali ... 5 permits 
’ Total ... 16 permits 
; TSE 


(iii) Heavy Trucks :— 
1. Wahgha-Nagrota-Palampur --- 10 permits 


(b) The company is maintaining and running 17 buses, 16 light trucks 
and 10 heavy trucks against the permits granted to the company. 


(c) No. The fleet of vehicles of each transport company including 25% 
reserve for contract and breakdown purposes is fixed by the Regional 
Transport Authority. The total number of the vehicles required to run the 
daily services plus 25% reserve is normally termed as the adequate fleet 
of the company. 

(d) The fleet of the Kulu Valley Transport Co. Ltd., Pathankot, is of 
17 vehicles which includes 25% for contract and break-down purposes. 


el 


z GRANT-IN-AID TO DISPLACED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
IN THE STATE. 


*181. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 


— pe 


(a) the amount sanctioned by the Government as grant-in-aid to all 
the displaced educational institutions in the State during the year 1951-52 ; 


(b) the amounts which were allotted to the Girls’ Schools and 
jpa- Colleges and to the Boys’ Schools and Colleges respectively ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that no amount was given to Montgomery Guru 
Nanak Girls High School, Jullundur City by way of grant-in-aid in the year 
1951-52 ; if so, the reasons therefor ; 
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(d) whether the case of the above school was recommended for Govern- 
ment aid by the Inspectress of Schools and the Director of Public Instruc- i 
tion, Punjab ; if so, the reasons for ignoring the same ? 


(e) whether there are any rules for regulating the giving of grants-in-aid 
to schools; if so, a copy thereof may be laid on the Table ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) The State Government did not sanction any specific grant-in-aid 
to displaced educational institutions as such during the year 
1951-52. The Government of India, however, placed ar the 
disposal of the State Government in the Department of Rehabili- 
tation a sum of Rs. 1,00,000 for distribution among disrupted 
institutions reassembled in Punjab (1) as against Rs. 10,00,000 
received during the year 1950-51, The Government of India 
further gave during the year 1951-52 a grant vf Rs. 3,00,000 to 
the Punjab University. 


(b) The rehabilitation grant received from the Government of India 
was, under the instructions of the Government of India, distri- 
buted by the Rehabilitation Department among high schools and 
colleges and educational institutions engaged in research. No 


w 
j o 
pean 3 ° 
ae | at E, VREET -q - 


girls high school or college disrupted from the West Punjab had 
re-established itself in Punjab (I) up to the year 1951-52, ard the 
centire sum received from the Government of India was dis- 
tributed among disrupted high schools and colleges for boys. 


(c) No rehabilitation grant was given to the Montgomery Guru 
Nanak High School, Jullundur City as no such school existed 5 
during the year for which the grants were distributed. There 
was, however, a vernacular middle school with optional English 
classes under the name functioning in Jullundur City. Schools 
of this status were not considered for rehabilitation grant by the 
Rehabilitation Department under instructions of the Government 
of India. 


(d) The case of the vernacular middle school under that name was 
recommended by the Inspectress of Schools for rehabilitation 


grant, but the Rehabilitation Department did not accept the’ 
recommendation, It may, however, be added that the Montgomery 
Guru Nanak Girls Middle School, Jullundur City was given a 
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rehabilitation grant of Rs. 19,960 in the year 1950-51. Rehabili- 
tation grants are ,as a rule, not repeated. 


(e) The answer is in the affirmative. The rules are contained in 
Chapter III of the Punjab Education Code to which the hon. 
questioner may refer, 


GOVERNMENT BUS SERVICES IN THE STATE. 
254. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the total amount of capital invested in the Omnibus Service on 
Jullundur-Amritsar route along with the date when the service was originally 
started ; | 


(b) the number of buses operating on this route at present ; 
(c) the number of daily services running on this route at present ; 


(d) the number of drivers, conductors, inspectors, managers and other 
staff employed on this Service together with their scales of pay ; 


(e) whether it is a fact that the fares charged by the nationalised 
transport service on this route are higher than the fares formerly charged 
by the private transport companies ; if so, by how much and the reasons for 
this increase 3 


(f) whether any sheds have been constructed for the convenience of 
passengers at halting stations between Jullundur and Amritsar ; if so, the 
number of such halting stations ; if not, the reasons therefor ; 


(g) whether the Government has received any complaints that the 


buses operating on this route frequently carry more passengers than they are 
authorised to carry by the terms of their licences ; 


(h) the amount accruing to the Government as net profit from the 
Service on the said route in the years 1950-51 and 1951-52 ; 


(i) whether these figures of net profit are exclusive of depreciation 
charges ; and 
(j) the rate at which the depreciation is reckoned ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 

(a) The total capital invested in Omnibus Services on Jullundur- 
Amritsar route amounts to Rs, 8,57,713, The Services on this 
route were started by Jullundur and Amritsar Omnibus Service 
on 23rd August 1950. - 
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The workshop, clerical and other supervisory staff are .working for 
the entire Jullundur and Amritsar Omnibus Services and their distribution 


on Jullundur-Amritsar route and other routes cannot be made, 


(b) 46 Buses. a ae i 
(c) 68 daily return trips on-an average. i 
(d) Staff employed on this route together with their scales of pay is as E 1 
under :— 
| Scale. : 
P 69 drivers T 80-4-120 i 
2. 69 conductors pe 50-3-80-4-100 
3. 9 Inspectors as 80-5-110/5-150 j | 
i 


(e) No. The Nationalised Transport Services charged the same fare 
of Rs. 1-6-0, as was being charged by the private transport com- 
panies at the time of taking over of this route by Government. 
In 1951, when the minimum fare for all routes in the State was 
fixed by Government, an increase of annas three was brought 
about. The fare charged is on the basis of six pies per mile, P 
which is a minimum fare and applicable to all Services whether 
privately owned or Government owned. 


(f) One Outstation Bus Shelter is under construction near Octroi. 
Barrier, Jullundur City on Jullundur-Amritsar route. This is an 


experimental construction and if on completion, shelter is found ¢ 
to be suitable to meet the public requirements fully, construction 4 
of other shelters, for which funds have already been provided ý 
would be taken in hand for Kartarpur, Beas, Rayya and Jandiala, ~ 
with alterations, if found necessary. 
(g) No. However, on occasion of Baisakhi fair, a few complaints 
were received of over-loading when traffic was out of control and 
even the police force could not help. 
(h) Net profits accrued to Government on Jullundur-Amritsar route > 
are given here under :— < 
(i) 1950-51. Rs. 1,14,400 
(ii) 1951-52, Rs. 2,19,832 
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(i) Yes. 
° (j) The Depreciation is reckoned at the following rate :— 
- (1) Buses | sa 25% 
ane (2) Tools & Plants us 10% 
s (3) Furniture Fitting and Electric 
Installation ve 8% 
(4) Suspense and Miscellaneous. 10% 
(5) Lands and Buildings K5 5% 
Sardar Chanan Singh: Is it a fact that a letter was written by the 
| Manager, Jullundur Omnibus Service, to the Deputy Commissioner and the 
= . Superintendent of Police to the effect that the Government Omni buses might 


not be challaned even if they were over-crowded and carried passengers up to 
a number of 64 and even if they were without electric horns ? 


] Sa 


” FORCIBLE EJECTMENT OF TENANTS IN VILLAGE BAROTE, 
PCLICE STATION INDORA. 


+138 Shri Ram Chandra, Comrade : Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether the Superintendent of Police, Dharamsala received a 
representation from tenants in village Barote, Police Station Indora to the 
effect that certain landlords were forcibly ejecting tenants in that area without 
serving any legal notices 3 and the action if any taken by the Government to 
give protection to the tenants 3 | 

(b) whether he is aware of the fact that previously landlords in this area 
placed obstructions in the way of tenants who desired to hold their meeting 


f and the police of Indora Police Station had to be posted at the place of the 
ý meeting to enable the tenants to hold their meeting without breach of 
r= peace ; 
(c) the action taken by the Government against the landlords concerned 
who threatened breach of the peace ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) No ; does not arise. 
(b) No obstruction was placed by landlords in the wiy of tenants 
p wanting to hold meetings. However precuationary Police Guard 
w f was once detailed at a meeting of the tenants. 
(c) Since the landlords did not threaten breach of peace no action 
against them was called for. 
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FILLING OF POSTS THROUGH THE PUBLIC 
| ' SERVICE COMMISSION. 


*142 Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to e 
state :—/ A 
(a) whether the Government has decided that all posts, temporary or 
permanent, carrying a salary of Rs. 50 p.m. or above will be filled in future 
on the recommendations of the Public Service Commission ; if so, the 


manner and detailed procedure to be adopted by the Government in this 
behalf ; 


(b) whether the cases of incumbents of temporary posts in receipt of a 
salary of Rs. 50 or above, who are already in Government service, will also be 
sent to the Public Service Commission ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) The matter is still under consideration. 


(b) Does not arise at present, 
DETENUS IN THE STATE. 


*143, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to “ 
state :— 


(a) the total number of political and non-political detenus in the State 
on Ist June 1952 ; 


(b) the last date on which their cases were reviewed and the action taken 
thereon ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Ten. 


(b) Last date on which No. of cases Action taken by Government 
reviewed by Advisory reviewed 
Board | 
31-3-1952 l Recommendation made by the 
1 -4-1952 1 Advisory Board for the ? 
21-5-1952 8 continued detention, was 
accepted by Government. | 


i 
l meh amean aaan amanna 
l 
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REGISTRATION OF PUNJABIS AS MEMBERS OF 
CRIMINAL TRIBES. 


*235. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the number of Punjabis registered as members of criminal tribes, and 
the steps proposed to be taken by the Government for removing them from 
the Register of Criminal Tribes ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: There are, at present, 1295 registered 
members of Criminal Tribes in the Punjab State. The cases of the members 
of the Criminal Tribes are periodically examined by the district officers and 
those who have no conviction or suspicion against them for a serious offence 
within the three preceding years, are exempted. ‘There will not be any 
Criminal Tribes in the State on the repeal of the Criminal Tribes Act on the 
31st August 1952. 


TER oe eee OE ene on 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ASSISTANT SUB-INSPECTORS OF PCLICE AND HEAD CONSTABLES 
ETC. POSTED AT MAKHI KALAN AND VILLAGE SUR SINGH, 
DISTRICT AMRITSAR. 


79. Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state :— 


(a) the names of the Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police, Head 
Constables and Constables respectively who remained posted to Additional 
Police Post, Makhi Kalan and village Sur Singh, Tehsil Patti, District 
Amritsar during the year 1949 attached to each of these Police Posts ; 


(b) the total poriod for which each of them remained posted to each 
of the police posts and the total amount received by each of them as salary, 
dearness allowance, house and conveyance allowances during his stay in the 
said police post 5 

(c) (i) the total amount spent by Government for contingencies, initial 
charges, house rent, clothing allowance, for the purchase of the furniture, 


travelling allowances etc. on each of the police posts in these villages ; 
(ii) the amount charged as pensionary charges in each case ; 


(iii) the amount charged as the expenses of the police force which 
was kept at the District Head-quarters as reserve out of the sanctioned force 
for each post ; 
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[ Shrimati Parkash Kaur ] 
(d) whether during the stay of the police force the reserve force 


referred to in part (c) (iii) above was ever sent to any of these villages ; if 
so, how many times and for what periods in each case ; 


fe. 


P 


(e) whether at the time of calculating the cost of the police force charge- 
able from the villagers the expenditure incurred by the Government on this 
reserve force was also included‘ if so, the reasons therefor ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) & (b) Two statements (marked A & B) are given below. 


yo) 
vN 
D 
gr) 
n, 
A 
omoge + ope a Maeda. 


(c) (i) Makhi Kalan .. 1,264 7 0 
Sur Singh | .. 1,510 0 0 J 
(ii) Makhi Kalan a. 323 6 5 $ 
Sur Singh 62 4 9 
(iii) Makhi Kalan = | 780 0 0 : 
Sur Singh .. 696 0 0 


(d) No. 


(e) Yes, in accordance with the provisions of rule 2:22 (1) of the 
Punjab Police Rules. 


STATEMENT `A’ 
Statement showing names of A. S. Is., H Cs. & F.Cs. who remained posted 
to Additional (Punitive) Police Post Makhi Kalan during 1949, with total 6 
period of their posting and amount received by them as salary, dearness ' 


allowance etc. j 


Total amount 
received as salary, 
Name with rank Total period for which remained dearness allowance, 

posted house and convey- 
| ance allowances. 


— ——— am E iS tapi oe a E ae ee ee we 
a aeei aai amme sepana a: 


! | Rs. a. p 
Officiating A. S. I. Chuni Lal | 1-12-1949 to 14-4-1950. 531 8 0 
| F. C. Jagjit Singh = 1-12-1949 to 18-1-1950. 8111 0 
l F. C. Harbans Lal | 1-12-1949 to 6-9-1950. 542 13 0 
| F. C. Partool Chend p 4-12-1949 to 13-9-1950. 550 13 0 
: F. C. Sarain Singh a 1-12-1949 to 17-8-1950. 504 5 0 


OMNO S A E v O TD 
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° STATEMENT ‘B’ 

| Statement showing names of A. S. Isẹ H. Cs. and F. Cs. who remained 
a ee posted to Additional Police Post Sur Singh during 1949, with total period 
Rew’ 


of their posting and total amount received by them as salary, dearness 


? allowance etc. 
w 
: | Total amount 
received as salary 
Name with rank | Total period for which remained dearness allowance, 
posted. house and convey- 
) | ance allowances. 
Be ae eee en enemeee, 0 
a | Rs. a pe 
| A. S. I. Maya Ram 1-11-1949 to 31 10-1950. 1,776 0 0 
J H. C. Brij Lal m 1-11-1949 to 31-10-1950. 1,140 0 0 
"i F. C. Mohinder Singh | 1-11-1949 to 31-10-1950. | 732 0 0 
F. C. Manohar Lal | 1-11-1949 to 31-16-1950. | 716 0 0 
F. C. Mehtab Singh T 1-11-1949 to 31-10-1950. 716 0 0 
F. C. Mohan Singh 1-11-1949 to 21-10-1950. 716 0 0 
F. C. Jagdish Singh =] 1-11-1949 to 31-10-1950. 76 0 0 
x F. C. Nazar Singh 1-11-1949 to 1-2-1950. | 185 3 0 
F. C. Gurbax Singh 1.11-1949 to 24-5-1950. | 395 11 0 
F. C. Rattan Singh :| 1-11-1949 to 26-8-1950. | 655 4 0 
ADDITIONAL POLICE POST QUARTERED AT VILLAGE KACHA 
í | PAKKA, DISTRICT AMRITSAR. 
” 80. Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
-_ state :— 

(a) whether any Additional Police Post was quartered at village Kacha 
Pakka, Tehsil Patti during the year 1950 ; if so, its sanctioned strength ; 

(b) whether during the stay of the Police Post at any ‘time more than 
the sanctioned strength was sent to this Police Post ; if so, when and for 

+ what period ; the reasons for sending the police force in excess of the 
pan sanctioned strength ; 

(c) the monthly cost of this Police Post for the 1st year showing salaries, 
dearness allowance, conveyance allowance, house rent, contingency expendi- 
ture, initial charges, pensionary charges, purchasing of furniture ; 
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® 
(d) (i) the actual total cost incurred by the Government for the main- ( 
tenance of this Police Post for the whole of the year ; ee 
(ii) the total amount chargeable to the inhabitants of the village as the E 
cost of this Police Post ; . i 
(iii) the amount assessed as cost for the Ist and 2nd time during the 
year 1952 ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Yes; its strength was one S. I., one H.C, and twelve F.Cs., includ- | : 
ing contingency reserve from 11th May, 1950 to 17th April, 1951 3 
and one A. S. I. and six -F. Cs., including contingency reserve, | 
from 18th April, 1951 to 10th May, 1951. i 
(b) Yes, from 11th May, 1950 to 24th December, 1950. The extra 7 
police was sent there for the period from 15th July 1950 to 24th i 
December, 1950 for the purposes of patrolling and investigation 
required after the registration of 2 cases under Sections 457 and a : 
392 I, P. C, It is not possible to state the reasons for which such a | 
police force was sent there from 11th May, 1950 to 14th July, 1950 ) 
as the relevant record has since been destroyed. P | 
(c) A statement is enclosed, | 
(d) (i) Rs. 15,547-7-0. | 
(ii) Rs, 15,547-7-0, | 
(iii) No assessment was made during the year 1952. 
€ 
~e] 
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PLAN FOR LIQUIDATION OF DEBTS IN 'FHE STATE. et 


81. Shri Chandi Ram Verma: Will the Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— ser e 


(a) the total amount of debit directly or indirectly secured by the a 
agricultural land in the State ; 


(b) whether the Government has in view any plan for the liquidation 
of these debts ; if so, the details thereof ? 


j 

| 

Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : h 

(a) The information is not available. r" 
(bj First part s... 2000an. Does not arise. | _# $ 


Second part.. ........ „Does not arise. 


mme cee rann uama 


= STRENGTH OF THE POLICE FORCE IN FEROZEPORE DISTRICT, 


82. Shri Chandi Ram Verma: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the total strength of the police force in the Ferozepore District at j 
present and the strength of the force in the pre-partition Punjab stating 
. separately the number of higher grade officers, subordinate staff and the 
constabulary ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: A statement is given below :=— 


© 
n sanctioned | No ofposts 
partition. a a -ph 
Superintendent of Police sa 3 3 
Deputy Superintendent of Police i | 4 ! 4 
Inspector of Police oe ] 9 11 
Sub-Inspector of Police Es 58 58 
Asstt. Sub-Inspector of Police vi 88 84 3 
Head Constable a 176 179 i b aa 
Constable és 1379 1284 
Orig ol with; . 
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SCARCITY OF WATER IN ABOHAR SUB-TEHSIL. 


83, Shri Chandi Ram Verma: Will the Minister for Irrigation be 
pleased to state whether the Government is aware of the fact that there has 
been scarcity of good water both for human beings and animals during the 
months of April and May, 1952 in the Abohar Sub-Tehsil on account of long 
closure of canals ; if so, the steps Government proposes to take in the 


matter ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Abohar Branch remained closed for ten days 
during April 1952 on account of rotational closure of Branches of Sirhind 
Canal. The second closure from the 25th April, 1952 to the 4th May, 1952 
became necessary on account of the annual closure of Sirhind Canal for 
effecting urgent repairs to Head Works and Main Line which had to be 
postponed from its normal period during January to save the Rabi Crops 
from damage due to failure of winter rains. Annual closures for repairs 
are ordinarily enforced during January unless abnormal factors intervene, 


SIRHIND CANAL. 


84, Shri Chandi Ram Verma: Will the Minister for Irrigation be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that Sirhind Canal 
in Abohar Division has remained closed abnormally this year and the water 
came only in the beginning of May, 1952 and as a consequence the Zamindars 


suffered to a great exter.t: 


(b) the reason for this long and abnormal closure ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 

(a) Abohar Branch did not remain closed abnormally during 1951—52. 
There was annual closure for 10 days from the 25th April, 1952 
to the 4th May, 1952 for immediate and essential works. Closure | 
could not be observed in winter due to complete failure of winter 

rains, Zamindars did Kharif watering very comfortably upto 
the 28th April. ten days’ closure could not have caused much 
loss. 


(b) The closure was neither long nor abnormal. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE JAILS 
REFORMS COMMITTEE IN THE STATE. 


85. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state :— 


(a) the decisions, if any, taken by the Government on the recommenda- 
tions of the Jails Reforms Committee ; 

(b) whether these decisions have been implemented ; if so, to what 
extert ; if not, why not ; 

(c) whether all the recommendations of the Jails Reforms Committee 
have been accepted ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Attention of the hon. Member is drawn to 
the reply already given to starred question No. 403*. 


ee ree 


PRISONERS AID SOCIETIES IN THE STATE 
86. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state : — 


(a) the number of Prisoners’ Aid Societies at present in the State ; 

(b) whether they get any financial assistance from the Government $ 
if so, on what basis ; 

(c) the amount given as aid to the Prisoners Aid Societies in the years 
1949-50, 1950-51 and 1951-52; 

(d) the number of prisoners who got aid, relief or otherwise any help 
from such Prisoners’ Aid Societies in the years 1949—50, 1950—51 and 
1951—52 ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) 12. 
(b) No. 
(c) Does not arise. 
(d) The required information is given in the state ment below. 


Name of Jail 


S. No. ties 
1949—50 | 1950 -~-5I 1951--$2 

1 Central Jail, Ambala 40 9 6 
2 Central Jai, Ferozepore a oes se e.. 
3 District Jail, Ludhiana “a 9 43 17 
4 ! District Jail, Jullundur it 12 125 195 
5 District Jail, Amritsar P sis T 81 260 
6 District Jail, Gurdaspur z 2 1 4 
7 Jails at Hissar sá is s ag 
8 District Jail, Rohtak = sss = as 
9 Sub-Jail, Hoshiarpur ia = a ; ee 

10 Sub-Jail, Gurgaon os “ae sis 

11 Sub-Jail, Karnal is ve os 

12 Jails at Dharamsala and Yol su es 


*Reply appears in the proceedings of 14th July ESA 
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Note 1.—Although no individual prisoners confined in Central Jail, Ferozepore, got 
separate Aid from the Society aid in the following form was given to the prisoners as a 


whole :— 
Year 1949—50. Books worth Rs. 100. 
Year 1950—51. Radio set, eye balls and spectacles costing Rs. 119-14-0, 
Year 1951—52. Books, spectacles, medicines and copies of judgement at a 


cost of Rs. 215-6-0. 


Besides this, an old radio Set was got repaired and an amplifier was provided at 
a cost of Rs. 1,091-8-0. A temporary building situated on the premises of the Jail in 
front of the administration block was converted into an interview shed at a cost of 
Rs. 310-7-6. Spittons of Enamel were also supplied at a cost of Rs. 76-7-6. A teacher 
was maintained for the jail at an annual cost of Rs. 300 which was born by the Priso- 
ners’ Aid Society. 


Note 2.—In the case of Amritsar Jail, daily newspapers, sets of cloth repairing and 
shoe-making implements, stationery, indoor games, library books, radio set with loud 


speaker, etc., were supplied for the use of prisoners by the Society. 


Note 3.— In the case of Gurdaspur Jail, Halwa at a cost of Rs. 66-6-6 was also 


distributed to prisoners on the Republic Day. 


Note 4.—In the case of District Jail, Rohtak although no particular prisoners got aid 
from the Society, books valuing Rs. 50 in 1949—50, books and flowerpots valuing Rs. 100 
in 1950—51 and books valuing Rs. 100 in 1951—52 were supplied by the local society 


for the use of prisoners. 


Note 5§.-—In the case of Dharamsala Sub-Jail, the Society supplied different articles 
at a cost of Rs. 12-12-6 to the prisoners during the year 1951—52. 


TRAINING OF JAIL OFFICERS AND WARDENS ETC. IN THE 
STATE 


87. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state 
whether there is any «arrangement for the training of Jail Officers and 
Wardens and other staff in the State ; if so, the location of the training school 
and the number of persons who were given training therein during the last 


two years ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sacher: 
First Part: No. OA i 
Second Part: Does not arise. 


It may, however, be added for the information of the hon, Member 
that newly recruited Superintendents, Deputy Superintendents and Assistant 
Superintendents are placed under training with senior officers of the depart- 
ment before being required to perform their respective duties independently. 
Wardens and other staff receive on-the-job training. During the last two 


ne eee 
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years two Superintendents and two Deputy Superintendents have received or 


e 
2 


are receiving training. Seven Jail Officers (one Superintendent, one Deputy 


r 
e 


inca -> ako: ---» - -4 S 0- 4. — 


Superintendent and five Assistant Superintendents) have recently completed 
six months’ training by a United Nations Expert in Criminology and Correc- 
tional Administration at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences Bombay. 


YOL CAMP JAIL. 
88. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state :— 


P 


(a) the monthly rent paid by the Government for the Yol Camp Jail ; 


» 


(b) the number of prisoners in that Jail in the years 1950—51 and 
1951—52 together with the amount spent on the prisoners and the staff 
including the travelling expenses of these prisoners and the staff during this 


period ; 
(c) whether any art or craft is taught to the prisoners in this Jail ; 
if so, what ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Monthly rent paid by Government for the 


| Yol Camp Jail .. Rs. 3,263 
(b) Daily average population of prisoners 290 including | p 
in that Jail during 1950—65! J 53 Detenus. 


Daily average population of prisoners } 353 including 
in that Jail during 1951—52 J 34 Detenus. 


Amount spent on prisoners and detenus 

and the staff including transport- 

ation charges and travelling expenses € 

of prisoners, detenus and of the 

scaff during 1950—51. .. Rs. 3,41,459 ú 
Amount spent on prisoners and detenus 

and the staff including transportation 

charges and travelling expenses of 

prisoners, detenus and of the staff 

during 1951—52 .. Rs. 3,15,060-0-0 


(c) The following arts and crafts are taught to the prisoners confined 
in the Camp Jail, Yol. 
(1) Manufacture of Cotton tape. 
(2) Manufacture of Nathi thread. 
(3) Manufacture ot Durries, 


ty 


(4) Carpentary. 
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| (5) Manufacture of Munj Ban. 


© i 
| (6) Manufacture of Munj Mats. 
a oe (7) Manufacture of File Laces, 
ees 
» (8) Manufacture of Tags. 
h (9) Caning of chairs. 
Š (10) Tailoring. 
| heroes EI E a 
LAND CULTIVATED BY NON-OCCUPANCY TENANTS 1N SIRSA 
P TEHSIL, 
4 
= 89. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Minister for Development be pleased 
i to state :— 
í (a) the area of land cultivated by the non-occupancy tenants in the 
following villages of Sirsa Tehsil, in the years 1945—46 and 1946—47 ; 
(1) Kehar Wala, (27) Sadewala, (iii) Dhudianwali, (iv) Mattuwala, 
(v) Patli Dabar, (vz) Gauriwala and (vii) Ram Nagaria ; 
together with the number of such tenants village-wise $ 
(b) whether there are any dispossessed tenants of village Patli Dabar 
. and Dhudianwali who are shown as Serris in cultivation ; 
(c) the number of new tenants, who are not refugees, among the 
tenants cultivating in 1950—51 and 1951—52 ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
(a) The following table furnishes the required information :— 
p l S 
| 1945—46 | 1946—47 
a Name of Village. | oo | 
— cP a Area Culti- No.of | Area Culti- No. of 
| vated. Picea acai tenants. vated. tenants. 
Acres. _ Acres. | 
1 | Keharwala ~*~ = 2448 132 2615 | 129 
2 | Sadewala aes 285! 203 2851 | 197 
3 Dhudhianwali Sas 3105 92 3100 | 99 
_ 4 Matuwala be 1784 52 1777 55 
m 5 | Patli Dabar te 1704 52 964 49 
6 Ram Nagar ea 590 42 428 50 
7 Gauriwala ae 1682 
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(b) No. ; ° 
(c) Number of tenants in— l . 
1950—51, 1951—1952. 


Maree. TD AD Gb E 


Sadewala ves 8 


Gauriwala N 6 


"ena Penny Mma meaa 


LAND CULTIVATION BY TENANTS IN FAZILKA TEHSIL. 


4 


90. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Minister for Development be pleased to 
state the number of tenants who cultivated land in the following villages 
of Fazilka Tehsil together with the area cultivated village- wise in the follow- 
ing villages in the years 1946—47, 1947—48, 1950—51 and 1951—52 :— 


| (i) Kalaran, (ii) Waryam Khere, (iii) Dh ngawali fiv) Gobind Garh and 
| (v) Sappanwali ? | 4 


| 
| 
`] 
| 
| 
> : 
- e 
O Soo ee E E E 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: A statement containing the required 


| information is given below. 


ATES CTS 


E | 2 : 


| 1946—47 1947—48 | 1950—51 | 1951—52 ' 
ERNS T, EE E EE rome E eee 
' | No. of | Area | No. of, Area | No.of ; Area iNo. of | Area 
o | Name of villages tenants, Culti- tenants Culti-| tenants, Culti- | tenants, Culti- e 
A l | vated vated! i vated | | vated -a 
h | | in in | in | in 
| acres acres | acres | acres 
| | 
a (aac ea ec Sg _—_ a ici Mi | 
| | 
1 2 3 4) 5 6 7 8 | 9 10 
1 Gobindgrah ... 50 871 43 784 31 589 15 | 313 
2 | Kalaran wel 40 770 36 743 30 711 31 719 
> 
3 | Waryam Khera 48 830 45 790 43 824 46 818 u . 
4 | Dhinganwali 43 841 38 769 39 785 
§ | Sappanwali ... 36 795 
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NON-OFFICIAL CHAIRMAN OF MARKET COMMITTEES IN 
' DISTRICT HISSAR, 


91. Shri Devi Lal: Will thc Minister for Development be pleased to 


ay state :— 

. (a) the number of Market Committees in the Hissar District which have 
B non-official chairmen ; 

: (b) whether he is aware of the fact that Tahsildars and Naib-eTahsildars 
| who are members of the Market Committees with non-official Chairmen, 


seldom attend the meetings of such Committees ; 
(c) if the answer to part (b) above be in the affirmative the reasons for 
nominating such officers as members of such Committees ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
(a) Seven. \ 


a oo 


(b) No such case has come to the notice of Government. The Deputy 
Commissioner is, however, issuing instructions to these officials 
for punctual attendance at such mectings. 


(c) Does not arise. 
` RESERVATION OF LAND IN SIRSA TEHSIL. 


92. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Minister for Development be pleased to 
state :— 


(a) the number of landlords in Sirsa Tahsil, who got land reserved 
under the Punjab Tenants of Security Ordinance, 1950 and Punjab Tenants 
(Security of Tenure) Act, 1950 together with the area of land so reserved ; 


(b) the area out of this land that was already self cultivated by these 
landlords ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that most of the landlords did not include the 
self cultivated land in such reservation ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


(a) No. of landlords Area of land reserved 
P 207 20249 acres. 

(b) 220 acres. 

(c) Yes, 
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STARTING OF GOVERNMENT GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL AT SIRSA. 


93. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state >— | 


Gee ee 


* 
o 


(a) whether any representations regarding the starting of a Girls High 
School at Sirsa, have been received by the Government ; 


p 


oun’ e E EREE E SET e 


(b) the action, if any, Government proposes to take on such representa- 
tions ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 
(a) Yes. 


(b) The Government is considering the question of raising the Governe 
ment Girls’ Middle School, Sirsa to the high standard. The main 
difficulty is building. The Municipal. Committee, Sirsa has express- 
ed its inability to give additional accommodation and high 
classes can only be added when provision has been made for the 
needed fjaccomm dation, Steps are being taken to have this 
need fulfilled. 


SELF CULTIVATION OF LAND BY LANDLORDS IN SIRSA TEHSIL. 


94. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Minister for Development be pleased 
to state :— 4 


(a) how much land was self cultivated by landlords of village Patli 
Dabar, Keharwala and Sadewala or was in possession of these landlords 
for purposes of self cultivation before October, 1950, i.e., immediately before 
the commencement of Act No, XXII of 1950 ; 


(b) does the area reserved by these landlords of village Patli Dabar bad 
also include the area in their self cultivation ; 


(c) whether it is a fact that in spite of this, notices of ejectments were — 
got issued by the landlords in respect of the area reserved by them, though 
under the law they were bound to include the reservation of the land in their 
self cultivation ; 


(d) if the answer to part (c) above te in the affirmative, does the 
Government propose restoring this land to the tenants, who were wrongfully 
ejected and issue instructions in this behalf ? ~ 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : : 
(a) (1) Patli Dabar eee 196 acres. s 
Keharwala ‘he Nil 
Sadewala sya Nil 
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(b) Yes. 
(c) Yes. 
(d) Action would be taken as soon as applications are received from 


the persons concerned, - 


EJECTMENT WARRANTS IN TEHSIL SIRSA. 


95. Shri Devi Lal: Will the Minister for Development be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that on or about 14th June 1951 about 70 


‘ejectment warrants were issued regarding the land situated in villages Kehar- 


wala and Sadewala of Sirsa Tehsil by Assistant Collector, I Grade, Sirsa ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that a report was received that these ejectments 
were effected on 15th June 1951 ; 


(c) the date when these reports were received by the Assistant 


Collector Ist grade, Sirsa in his office ; 


(c) whether the Government feels that the delay in submitting these 
reports point out that the reports were made at a later date and were anti 
dated ; if not, the cause of this delay ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) 6th July, 1951. | 

(d) No. The time involved was not more than the normal time as 
the warrants were received through the usual departmental 
channels. 

RULING RE. ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS AND ALLOCATION OF 
TIME. 


Mr. Speaker : Six hon. Members have given notice of an adjournment 
motion. I have already made it clear to all the hon. Members that 
according to the practice of this House no adjournment motions are 
allowed when the Budget Session is on. For this reason, permission to 
move this motion for the adjournment of the business of the House is not 
given, 


Now, I would like the hon. Ministers to tell me how much time is 
required by them to reply to the debate on the demand under consideration, 


Minister For Education : I would take only 45 minutes. 


i 
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Mr. Speaker : Now itis 3 p.m. Today’s discussion shall be closed 
at 5-30 p.m. Out of the time at our disposal, the hon. Minister for 
Education will have 45 minutes. Now, the same demand shall be discussed 
which was being discussed on Friday. The following supplementary cut 
motions, of which the hon. Memers have given notices will be treated to 
have been moved :— / 

Sardar Gurbanta Singh : 

That the item of Rs. 25,10,670 on account of A-University be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Shri Gopi Chand : 

That the item of Rs. 98,42,210 on account of C-Primary be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Shri Teg Ram : 

That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Shri Mool Chand Jain : 

That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 
EDUCATION. 
Shri Abdul Ghani Dar (Nuh) (Hindi): Sir, I am happy to note, that 
the Minister-in-Charge of the Education, Department is a gentleman who 
is fully aware of the shortcomings and financial difficulties of the Govern- 


ment. 


Undoubtedly, Sir, the narrow outlook of our neighbouring country 
has had som: repercussions on our State, yet despite numerous provocations 
the Government of our State and country and our people hive continued to 
stick to the ideology of seculirism. The secular character of our State 
is evident from the fact that I (a Muslim) am here as an elected member. 
However, I regret to point out thatin spite of this broad out-look of the 
people of our State, Urdu has been discontinued as the medium of instruction 
in schools, If the number of Urdu-kniowing persons in our State is 
counted it will be found to be much higher than the number of Hindi and 
Punjabi knowing people. And that is the reason why almost all the leading 
newspapers of our State are being published in the Persian script. The 
Education Minister’s own newspaper is being published in that language. 
I am pained to find that despite ali these factsefforts are being made for 
the extinction of the Urdu language and the Persian script. At least some 
regard should be had for the facts that it is a language widely understood 
and used by the masses. It is a language neither of the Hindus nor of the 
Muslims. If not promoted and encouraged, it should at least have been 
allowed to exist like the English language. It is in no way inferior to 
English. It does not look well on the part of our Government to ignore it 
altogether. 
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Then, Sir, it is necessary for us to give our full attention to the question 
of prescription of suitable text-books for the education of our children. 
If we wish that our nation should progress, we should also carefully inquire 
into the soundness and efficaciousness of our system of education. 


The next point to which I wish to draw the attention of the hon. Mem- 
bers is the lot of the teachers who are rightly considered as the most precious 
gems of a nation having inthem the power to make or mar the character 
of our younger generation. It is a matter for regret that they are being paid 
very meagre salaries. How can we expect them to work well, when they 
are not being paid even so much as may enable them to make their both 
ends meet. Sir, if we examine their scales of pay, we shall have to admit 
that none of our teachers can even keep his body and soul together with 
his pay. I, therefore, request the hon. Minister for Education to improve the 
grades of the teachers who are the real nation-builders. 


Then, I request the Government to pay more attention to comparatively 
more impottant things. It should spare more funds for the education of 


_the people. [tis more important than the erection of palatial buildings on 


\.4e 
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which it proposes to spend large sums of money. 


Next, I suggest to the hon. Ministers to keep two things in their minds 
while preparing their Budget. They should avoid raising funds by taxing 
the poor classes and should endeavour to extend maximum facilities to 
them. I regret to point out that both these things have not been borne in 
mind while preparing this Budget. For instance, from a village in Gurgaon 
District, the Government derives an anaual income of Rs. 4,000 from a liquor 


shop, but there is not even a single primary school in it. 


The Government should pay more attention towards primary education 


the importance of which cannot be over-emphasised, 


Another thing which I wish to bring to the notice of this House is the 
strange way in which certain Government Departments are functioning. 
For instance, the Chairman District Board Gurgaon, has applied for per- 
mission to open a school. The building of the school has been completed 
but up to now, tie necessary permission has not been granted. There is no 
certainty as to whether the Government will accord it or not. It is very 
painful to note that the ruralites are not even accorded permission to open 
a school, even though they may be prepared to meet the initial expenses 
themselves. 


As regards the nationalization of text books, one of my hon. Friends 
has already pointed out that the books which have so far been nationalized 
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have not been made available in the market this time. The Government 
should arrange to supply these immediately. 


If it intends to nationalize more books, it should first take steps to 
‘ensure that they become available in the market in time. 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punjabi): Sir, our educational policy 
continues to follow the same old lines which the British marked out for 
us. The main object of the British in following such an anti-national edu- 
cational policy was to get recruits for the services. So, our national langu- 
ages like Hindi and Punjabi were discouraged with the result that their 
growth was arrested and our culture could not flourish, Itis a matter of 
deep regret that even now no change has been brought about in this old 


and rotten policy and in our schools and colleges the same old anti- 
national stories are retold in a language which is foreign and difficult for 
our children to pick up. The medium of instruction in our schools and 
colleges continues to be English and Hindi and Punjabi teachers do not 
enjoy the same prestigeand status which their colleagues teaching English 
enjoy, This is mainly due to the fact that their salaries are lower than 
those of the English teachers, It is a patent fact that at present our 
national languages are not being accorded the treatment which is their 
due. Even Professors are being imported from America, as if no capable 
persons are available here. In fact, the policy which our Government is 
pursuing with regard to education is quite out of date and anti-democratic 
and anti-national, It was introduced in India by the British Government 
which wanted to get recruits for running its administration in India and it « 
served its purpose well. They wanted to divide the country and rule. I 

wonder why the Congress Government should also follow the same policy. J 


The last census operations during which unnecessary bitterness was 
created among the various sections of the people of this State have shown 
the harm that a detective educational policy can do. 


The Budget figures show that while the total expenditure in the State 
has increased from rupees eight crores to rupees seventeen crores during . 
the last few years, a very small portion of it is being spent on Education. = 
Only 11-4 per cent falls to the share of Education Department when the Police ba 
gets 16 per cent and Security Departments 3! per cent. Expenditure per 
capita in the State is Rs. 1-4-0 on account of Education ; Rs, 2-4-0 on 
account of Police ; and Rs. 48-0 on account of Security Departments, There 
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are only 3,893 primary schools in this State with a population of one crore 
and twenty six lakhs. This State of affairs is deplorable. We should spend 
as much as we can on primary education so that we may be able to educate 
our coming generation at a very early date. In our State, there are only 
four lakh children who are getting education while in all there are about 
forty lakhs who can go to schools if arrangements are made for them. 


As regards adult education and women’s education the less said the better. 
Even the Five Year Plan does not do full justice to education. The amounts 
earmarked for education in the Five Year Plan are insufficient for such 
an important activity as education. If India is to become a prosperous 


country, we must not ignore the education of our children. 


Another matter which I would like to discuss is the nationalisation of 
text-books. It has been remarked by some of the hon. Members sitting on 
the Treasury Benches that the Communists should not oppose nationalization. 
In this connection, I would like to state that we are in favour of nationalisa- 
tion because it leads to an increase in production. We want to confiscate 
British capital and nationalise it to increase industrial production. If we want 
nationalisation of banks it is because the wealth which is now accumulated 
in the hands of a few cupitalists will then be at the disposal of the State, 
If we want to abolish Jagirdari, it is because this step will lead to an 
increase in praduction because tenants will take initiative and interest and 


shall increase production. 


But what is the advantage of nationalization of books ? If the public 
were to stand to gain by this step, I would be the last person to oppose 
it. But I am sure the Government will not be able to make this scheme 
successful. It cannot get its own work printed in time. How can it 
undertake to get so many books published by itself ? For the last few 
years, it has not been able to set up its own printing press. The Governs 
ment has not been able to publish the Acts passed in 1949 and 1950. The 
Government Press charges are four times as much as those of the presses 


owned by the public. How can it make this scheme successful ? 


Teachers are the builders of the Nation but the builders are starving 
and in every respect under-fed. In Russia, teachers are the best-paid among 
Government servants and the teacher is the most respected person in the 
State. As regards the proposed scheme of merging the grades of the 
teachers, there is already an agitation going on againstit. Most of the 
teachers are dissatisfied because the lift that they formerly could expect 
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after a service of about six years has been denied to them under this 
arrangement. What they formerly could expect to get after seven years’ +6 
service will now be given to them after twelve years’ service ! 


The conditions prevailing in the colleges are also far from satisfactory. 
The salaries given to the college teachers are low with the result that 
they have to undertake private tuition work. This has an adverse effect 
upon the efficiency of their class room teaching work. The students are 
also. hard-pressed. The fees that they have to pay, the hostel expenses 
and the expenditure on books etc , have increased enormously. It is difficult a 
for students belonging to poor families to meet all these expenses. I have 
seen at places like Hoshiarpur and Jullundur students pulling rickshaws” 
and doing such other jobs. It is a matter of shame for us. Those who 
criticize Mao Tse Tung should better learn from him the methods by 
which he has been able to make education so cheap in China that even 
alabourer’s son is in a position to pursue higher studies. I think our 
policy is wrong and we should try to set it right. 


Now, Sir, the last point to which I wish to draw the attention of the 
Government is this. l take strong exception to the manner in which 
history is being taught in our Schools. I will cite instances to show that 
certain incidents relating to our struggle for emancipation have been presented 
in history books taught in our schools in language which is most derogatory 
to our national self-respect and honour. We consider the ‘Mutiny of 1857’ 
as our first struggle for independence but it is generally described in history 
books ir. detractive language. I will just quote an extract, , It is like this : 


ag TEC HAGA AT ANAT all HE THAT AT CAM sa are i 
Ñ wfs gen F aaa Raita ata aa st ara ax 
ARa a aca state faery wear Tl ane gah a 
daa Al ATA aea ẹ aaga THA Cet aT Aaa ay a 
waz À fast ET gerac ex frat | 


Wd ded Cans ent wares ot! aA Hene Ba 
dua fea sat afs a fa naa H gennat ea | a 
AA Ga wH unaa GF a Haag wA 3 
Hag g3atgd I Haa YAfIRH3 AÀ Gma AI MS 
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i BER X W3IVZ esea gu | AAA 3 Gare SF al 
Hee F feat at nana ad Bint | 


s Well, Sir, our head hangs down in shame when we find history books 
containing such accounts as injure our national sentiments and which are 
still being taught to our boys. Then, there is the proclamation of Queen 

Victoria. It is stated therein that— 


| we wa fegan a saat aaa A ast wee qaer fat 
. maT È | 


Wd Egs fonza af wawd at AE AÀ aan aaea 
3Heg A A3 È | 


I need not go into the ‘details of this so-called Charter of Independence, 
though the fact cannot be gainsaid that it was rather the Charter of 
Bondage couched in ambiguous language Then 1 would like to quote the 
observations made in a history book regarding the Rowlatt Act— 


ait sata maA an gaa Ñ aca stat} fears aga 
sat Feral maT ar) ae ARR Ñ gaa aA ar as 
ara Het naa gai ete Ñ aan a geearar arias 
A de gad faa daz are ca fear fea tte a ggwa 
ay sa fran trast at gam aa è fat nag 
sufaarera afaa F | 


24 mrih AMISH ua frEHsIs WH Haxa Ada 
= & fasz 993 AGS! Uer I fam mı nig Hga H 
HAJASI Hifaa a Sa ae sw fawra vaifs eae 
i paag È Haana MaR al Jaah afea Jae 
Age ua ata faa at g A UaHs X fen fani at mAAR 
Qo aga wd a BiG Aa Wut fexfantars JHS F | 


f 


Since the time at my disposal is very short, I need not dilate upon this 
subject 1 would, however, request the hon, Minister for Education to see 
that such history books are withdrawn from the schools and replaced by 
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such history books as may create national spirit and national outlook in 


our boys. 9 


i 

è o | 

Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Ambala City) (Hindi): Sir, I rise to offer + 

felicitations to the hon. Minister for Education for the promptitude with | 
which he adopted measures to make education less expensive in the State 
and afford other educational facilities soon after assumption of office. Iam, 
however, constrained to remark that instead of giving a word of praise for 


such progressive measures, my hon. Friends opposite have criticised them 


this Ministry came into existence only the other day. [t could not work 
wonders in such a short period. If I may say so, it did not possess any 
magic wand with which it could creite overnight a ‘ new heaven and a new 
earth ’ of my hon. Friends’ dreams. They should know that we cannot 
- escape realities and while facing them we have to set things right gradually. 
The difficulty is that they do not see what is happening around them in the 
world. They read only Russian literature and are obsessed with whatever 


; 

severely. They perhaps forget that this Assembly or for the matter of that x 4 
a 

À 


is Russian. 


~ 


Then, Sir, we find that 150 to 299 schools have been opened through 
private effort. Is it not a step towards real progress in the State ? If not, A 
what else is it according to the estimate of my hon, Friends ? It is a pity 
that they always take a jaundiced view of whatever. is done by the Govern- 
ment in the best interests of the State. Now, Sir, when we, the members of 
the Congress Party, criticise certain actions of the Government, my hon. 
i Friends opposite exult over it and cheer us and thump the tables. They 
perhaps feel that these criticisms indicate dissensions in the Ministerial 
Party and at any time disruption init may take place. I may tell them that z 
if they think so, then they are sadly mistaken. Our object in offering -4 
criticism is to offer constructive suggestions to the Government to enable 
it to further improve upon the measures adopted by it for the amelioration 
of the condition of the masses while agreeing with it on what it has already 
done. We urge upon it to examine those suggestions and endeavour to 


give effect to them for the benefit of the people. 


Now I would like to make a few suggestions with regard tothe motion 


sx 


under consideration. It goes without saying that the teacher is the real builder 4 
of the nation, We have read about king-makers in history books but here we 
have in the person of the teacher one who canrightly be called the maker 
of man as he moves about in this world. I would not be exaggerating things 
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if I say that all of us in this august House, whether occupying the Ministerial 
or Opposition Benches or holding high offices of Ministers or Speaker, owe 
all that we are proud of to this humble person. In this connection, I may 
cite the view held in the Islamic literature regarding the position of the teacher. 
According to this view, a child has three fathers, namely, one who is 
responsible for his birth, secondly the man who gives his daughter to him 
and thirdly his teacher. The last one has been given the highest place. It 


is a pity that we have not so far paid due attention to the teacher. It is 


our first and foremost moral duty to raise his status and prestige. Now-a-= 
days, he does not fare better than a constable or, if I may say so, a peon, 
He is being treated very shabbily by the Managing Committees of private 
schools. He is entirely at their mercy. He can be turned out of the school 
and rendered jobless at one month’s notice by the Managing Committee. If 
a person is not secure in his service, how can he be expected to give his 
undivided attention to his work. A teacher is really in a miserable plight. 
It behoves us to make a combined effort to ameliorate his condition and to 
try to give him his due as a nation-builder. Itis no use indulging in tall 
talk about their condition in other countries like Russia, but we should all 
endeavour to do something tangible, something practical to improve his lot 


and raise his status, and prestige in the eyes of the people. 


Now, Sir, the hon. Minister for Education has taken a very commend- 
able step towards the nationalisation of text-books, It pains me to find that 
my hon. Friends opposite deprecate this also. Į may point out that this is 
a step in the right direction. It may not bea great step, yet it is surely a 
progressive step. I am aware that after nationalisation certain text-books have 


not been published wiih the same expeditiousness with which they were 


wanted, However, I am sure they will be available in the market very soon. 
I would impress upon the Government the necessity of expediting the publi- 


cation of the books which have been nationalised. 
Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is over. 


Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): Sir, I would 
like to make a few observations regarding the Education Demand now be- 
fore the House. Itis a matter of gratification that the provision made in the 
Budget for the uplift of backward classes in this respect during this year is 
five times the amount earmarked during the past years, It also affords us 
great pleasure to find that the policy of nationalisation of text-books has been 
given effect to. Now the students will get books at cheap rates. It is a 
step in the right direction and a step towards progress. | 
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Then, Sir, as you are aware, the operations for the consolidation of hold- 
ings of land in the State are being carried out by the Government. I want 
to suggest that in each village after the completion of the consolidation 
Operations a reasonable area of land from the common land of the villages, 
namely, the shamilat, shou!d be set aside for purposes of erecting buildings for 
schools in villages. This is most essential for the opening of new schools as also 
for the existing schools, which cannot afford facilities of playing grounds, etc., 


to the students. 


The next point which I want to bring to the notice of the Government, 
is with regard to the list of schools maintained by the Government for the 
purpose of making grants. Now the difficulty is that all those schools which 
have not been included in this list are deprived of grants, no matter how 
deserving they may be. This is a great hardship to them. I am of the 
opinion that either the old list be abrogated and a new one prepared or the 
old one may be revised so as to include all the new deserving schools, ‘This 
is necessary with a view to administering even-handed justice to all the 


schools which stand in need of grants-in-aid. 


As the hon. Members are aware, our State specialises in two things. 
Firstly, we occupy a very important place in the matter of supplying men for 
the officers cadres and the ranks of the army and secondly our people are 
experts in agriculture. I shall, therefore, request the Government to provide 
such education in the schools and colleges, which may equip our students 
for these two vocations. Arrangements should be made for giving military 
education to all students in the high classes. In this connection, I want to 
submit that the Government should be more liberal in granting arms licenses. 
The Government has provided a huge sum of money for the General 
Administration, but I am sorry to find that many restrictions have been 
imposed on the grant of arms licenses. 


Mr. Speaker: What relevancy has this subjects with the Demand under 


discussion ? 


Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar: I have referred to this matter because 
I think that if proper arrangement is made for imparting military education 


in schools, the students will need arms for practising shooting. 


Then, Sir, I beg to submit that the system of education should be such 
that after leaving their schools, cur young men should be able to earn their 
living, At present, the number of un-employed among the educated people 
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is on the increase. We are told that within two or three years electricity 


9 
would be available at all places in the State. If training for electricians’ 


üi work is given in the schools, the boys will be able to put it to use for earning 
m. their livelihood. I have given this illustration to show that technical educa- 
i tion is more useful than liberal education. 


i Along with this, I want to point out that the pay of the school teachers 

is very meagre and there is wide-spread discontentment among them. Instead 
| of teaching properly, they are always on the look out for students who might 
= engage them for private coaching. The sons of rich men alone can arrange 
| for private coaching and the poor boys have to suffer, How can the poor 
LL boys compete with the sons of the rich in securing service, when they do not 
get the same facilities for receiving education ? 


“ 


In spite of the claim made by the Government that everybody gets 

; equal treatment in the matter of entering Government services, the sons of 
the rich enjoy a privileged position, The system of private tuition should 

be abolished. The only way of doing so is to increase the pay of 


teachers. 


In addition to this, I beg tosubmit that instead of opening Government 
schools and colleges at places where private educational institutions already 
å exist, these should be opened at places where these are needed most. If 
more schools are opened at places where a number of these already exist, it 
will be a sheer waste of money. 
The last thing which I wish to sag is that I belong to a district which is 
situated on the border. I shall request the Government to pay greater 
: attention to the needs of border districts. ‘The only district situated on the 
‘border where a college exists is Amritsar, The Government has done a very 
i commendable act in opening a Government college at Urmar-Tanda. It 


g will be taking a still more beneficial measure if it opens a college at Tarn 
Taran also, waere two or three schools exist. It will be a great service to 
the people of the border district. 

Shri Daulat Ram (Kaithal) : Sir, today the discussion is going on the 
Demand for grant in respect of “Education” and as a person who has spent 
his whole life in this line, | am naturally interested in this subject and wili, 

i x therefore, like to take part in it. I find that the provision made for ‘‘ Educa- 

= tion ” in the Budget represents 12 per cent of the total expenditure of the 
State. When we compare this estimate with those of the foreign countries or 
even with our neighbouring States, we feel that it is less than 50 per cent 
of what it actually should be. This is really strange. 
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First of all, I will try to explain to the House the conditions under which 
our teachers are living. Today, the foreigners and outsiders dub our 
teachers as the ‘eighth wonder of the world’. It is because they go about half- 
naked and under-fed. On the contrary, if you look at the standard of living 
of teachers in foreign countries, you will be simply astonished. Their 
conditions of living are really wonderful and even beyond our expectations. 
Therefore, Sir, 1 do not exaggerate when I say that the lot of teachers, 
particularly in our State is very miserable. Ihave worked as Headmaster 
in certain schools for about 25 years and I have observed that the low-paid 
teachers have never been up to the mark from the point of efficiency, honesty 
or otherwise. The root cause of this is the meagre salaries given to them 
and this in turn naturally lowers their standard of efficiency etc. As an 
answer to this problem, I permitted the teachers to undertake private tuitions 
so that they could supplement their income and make both ends meet. Sir, 
when the conditions of our teachers who are often called nation-builders are 
such, you can never expect the State to progress in any way. Sir, from my 
personal experience, I can say that the condi'ions of teachers were not so bad 
in old days as they are at present. 1 will, thercfore, request the Education 
Minister through you to do his best to ameliorate their condition, 


I will briefly deal with the question of the salary of a teacher. His 
Salary in the Punjab is not as high as it is in other States, Secondly, his 
salary as compared with his contemporaries working in other departments is 
very low. It is not a thing of which we can be proud. On the other hand, 
we should feel sorry for it. I will, therefore, suggest that the State Govern- 
ment should give sympathetic and active consideration to the question of an 
increase in the salaries of teachers. The starting pay of a Vernacular Teacher 
should not be less than Rs. 150 per mensem and that of a S.A.V. teacher not 
less than Rs. 200 per mensem. I will agree if in view of the existing financial 
stringency, a vernacular teacher is given a start of rupees 100 and an S.A. V. 


teacher Rs. 150 for the present. 


I am going to put forward another suggestion which I hope the authori- 
ties will consider favourably. I suggest that the teachers must be provided 
with the following facilities immediately. The first is that their sons, 
daughters and wards must be fully exempted from payment of fees at any 
stage of their education, whether thcy are in an Arts College, in a school, in a 
professional college or in a technical college. Moreover, just as the Govern- 
ment provides a number of scholarships for students belonging to the back- 
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ward classes, I suggest, that the sons, daughters and wards of the teachers 
should also be awarded stipends and scholarships by the State Government. 


Another important thing which I want to discuss is the security of service 
of teachers serving in private institutions. I have got personal experience 
about this. In private institutions, teachers can be turned out by a single 
stroke of the pen without assigning any reason, In my own school, Sir, 
under the inStructions of the Manager of the School, I had to perform the 
unpleasant duty of turning out so many teachers without giving any reasons. 


Some hon. Members: So you have also been doing it. 


Shri Daulat Ram: Yes, I have done this unpleasant task under compul- 
sion. Services of the teachers should not be terminated so mercilessly. To 
ensure this, I would suggest that in each school a Board, consisting of the 
Head Teacher, a representative of the Managing Committee and a depart- 
mental representative, should be established. This Board should be entrusted 


with the task of seeing whether justice is done to the poor teachers or not. 


There are some rumours current that Professors are going to be 
recruited directly, If it is correct, the teachgrs in this department will be 
hit hard. 1 would request that this should not be done. 


The question of the Provident Fund is another important question 
which I would like to discuss here. If you look into this question, you will 
find that the teachers who had been in Government service and are draws 
ing pensions at present, got 10 times more than what ordinary teachers 
Working in private schools get as Provident Fund on their retirement. Ifa 
teacher retires after 20 years of service, he gets at the most, say, 4 or 5 
thousand rupees Half of this amount is contributed by him during the 
course of his entire service towards this Fund. It means that at the most 
he gets 2 or 2 thousand rupees from the Managing Committee. It is 
nothing as compared with the amount which is drawn by a teacher, after his 
retirement from Government service, inthe shape of pension for at least 
10 years. Moreover, while in Government service he earns much more 
than a teacher working ina private school, lf the State Government is 
really anxious to improve the lot of teachers, it should issue orders whereby 
the teachers and managements should contribute 2 annas each towards 
this Fund instead of one anna at present being contributed by both the 
parties. Ifthis is done, I hope, it will alleviate some of the hardships 


which the teachers have to expeiience after thcir retirement, 


| 
| 
i 
i 
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As is wel! -known, the trained teachers are not available in larger 
numbers. To solve this problem, I will suggest that the age of retirement 
of the teachers may be raised from 55 to 60. lt will serve a two-fold purpose 
— the matured talent of teachers will benefit considerably their students and 
the teachers who are working in non-pensionable posts will also have some 


consolation, 


Lastly, I wish to bring to the notice of the authorities some very 
serious happenings that are taking place in private institutions. So far 
we have been watching helplessly various persons from outside enter the 
school premises and insult and abuse the teachers. Sometimes they even 
go to the extent of beating and manhandling them. Sir, it is really a pity 
that instead of showing some respect to the tutorial staff, they should 
maltreat the teachers in such a manner, To curb the activities of these 
mischief-mongers, I would suggest that certain executive powers be vested in 


the Headmasters so that they could punish them. 


MISREPORTING OF PROCEEDINGS BY NEWSPAPERS. 


Mr. Speaker (Hindi): Before I call upon another hon, Member 
to speak, I have to make a reference to a very unpleasant affair. It has 
come to my notice that certain newspapers, and particularly one of them, 
published in this State, are persistently indulging in writings which are 
calculated to cast reflections upon the dignity of this House, the dignity 
of this Chair and bring a bad name toallofus. When I came to know 
some time back that it had gone to the length of describing this House as 
a ‘fish market, I had in a letter addressed to the representatives of the 
press made a personal request to them that whatever the policy of their 
newspapers, they should not distort or misrepresent facts relating to the 
proceedings of this House. -Now I find that a certain newspaper has given 
a garbled version of what I had stated in my letter under reference and 
even fun has been made of my statement “I am always here to keep the 
House in order. How can such things happen when I am there to conduct 
its proceedings.” This paper has gone to the length of alleging that the 
relations of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker have become strained 


over the issue of ‘newspapers’ RAAMITA though obviously what is meant 


is ‘powers’ AAA. This is also a pure lie, a preposterous and baseless 
allegation and an invention of this paper, 
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I have always held my journalist brethren in great regard and respect 
because I consider them to be avery valuable asset of our society, I am 
aware that the attitude of some newspapers is unfriendly towards us but 
we are not going to make a mercy appeal to them. Let them criticize us 
as they please but if they distort facts and attribute to this House things 
which have never happened, then of course they are a disgrace to the 
profession of journalism. 


So [have to make this respectful submission to the representatives 
of the press that while considering themselves free to criticize anv person, 
party or policy, they should make it a point never to deviate from truthful- 
ness in so far as the reporting of the proceedings of this House is concerned. 
If any newspaper will even after this respectful request continue to indulge 
in misrepresentation of facts relating to this House, I shall, much against 
my will, be compelled to set in motion the legel procedure against it and 
take steps which no journalist would like me to take. I request the Press 
Gallery Committee kindly to go into this matter and take steps to ensure 
that such things are not repeated in future which are calculated to injure 
the dignity of this House and bring it into disrepute. | 


I may here quote from *May’s ‘Parliamentary Practice’ in support of 
what I have just said : 


‘... the House cf Commons resolved that to print or publish any books or libels 
reflecting on the proceedings of the Houseis a high violation of the rights and 
privileges of the House and indignities offered to their House by words spoken 
or writings published reflecting on its character or proceedings have been 
constantly furnished by both the Lords and the Commons upon the principle 
that such acts tend to obstruct the Houses in the performance of thelr functions 
by diminishing the respect due to them.’ 


Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon : Sir, with your permission, I would 
like to talk over this matter with the Press Representatives. For some time, 
I had been a member of the Punjab Journalists Association and I am sure 


it will be possible to reach some mutual understanding on this issue. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: It was at your suggestion, Sir, that I 
withdrew my Privilege Motion a few days back. I would make a submission, 
Sir, that the hon. Members of this House feel that the representative of 
a particular Paper is taking undue advantage of your generosity. I think, 
Sir, today’s incident should be referred to the Privilege Committee. 
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Shri Sri Chand: Will every Member be allowed to speak on this 
point, Sir ? 


Mr. Speaker: This is not under discussion. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht (Hassanpur) (Hindi): Sir, with your kind- 
ness I would like to give a few suggestions to the Minister for Education. 
The Five-Year Plan envisages three stages of education viz., Basic, Secondary 
and University. Basic education is meant for children in the age group of 
6-l4vears. Today I want to dwell mainly on Basic Education. 


[ts spread and growth can be retarded possibly and probably by three 
bottle-necks viz., lack of buildings, lack of properly-trained teachers and 
non-availability of funds to meet the running expenses, So far as the first 
bottle-neck is concerned, it cannot be removed so long as the P. W. D. 
remains, as Shri Rajagopalachari said our enemy No, 2 and moreover its 
removal to my mind is more urgent than is sometimes supposed to be. 
Countryside with its shady trees whose shelter can be utilized for holding 
classes, vast open fields which can serve the purpose of play grounds and 
abundance of milk provides ideal surroundings for Wooing the muse of learn- 
ing for the ‘guru’ as well as his disciple, So the cause of Basic Education 


is not likely to suffer for want of buildings. 


As regards expenses I am definitely of the opinion that these should be 
borne by the Government itself. The system of making a demand upon the 
villagers to deposit a sum of Rs. 1,000 for the opening of a primary school 
is open to serious objections as it involves hardship for them. I under- 
stand the District Inspectors of Schools are corresponding with the District 
Boards for reducing the amount of this deposit to Rs. 400 or Rs. 506. I 
would urge that it is che duty of the Government to provide free primary 
education to the people. 


The problem of properly-trained teachers capable of imparting basic 
education, especially knowledge of a craft to children in basic education 
schools, is to my mind the real bottle-neck which it is not easy for us to 
remove. The Government must take adequate steps to train a very large 


number of teachers in the system of basic education. 


Then, Sir, I have to say a few words with regard to the language ques- 
tion to which a reference has already been made by one or two hon. Members 
on the floor of the House. There is no other State where so many subjects 
are taught to the boys as in the Punjab. In my opinion, we should leave 


out Geography and Arithmetic and teach to the boys four subjects viz., 


+ Y 
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English, Hindi, Urduand Gurmukhi. I would submit, Sir, that if we look 
to the past history, we shall find that when Englishmen came here the 
Mussalmans looked upon the English language contemptuously. The result 
of this was that the people of Madras, Calcutta and Bombay where schools 
for imparting education in English were first opened got a larger share in the 
services. Though Hindi which is our national language has been adopted in 
the Government Offices in many other States, our Punjab is going slow in 
this direction. In Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh Bihar, and other States, 
Hindi has taken the place of English and it has been declared as a compul- 
Sory subject in the schools. The present system of teaching so many 
subjects to the boys is having an adverse effect upon them and the benefits 
accruing to them from the study of these subjects are not commensurate 
with the labour involved. Ou the other hand, we find that our national 
and regional languages have not captured the imagination of our boys and 
do not occupy the dearest place in their hearts. We should give these 
languages the places of honour which they actually deserve in the changed 
circumstances and bid good-bye to English and Urdu. There is no question 
of giving any importance to Urdu in the Punjab when Hindi has dethroned 
Urdu even in Lucknow which was its home. As regards the social education 
scheme, I have an experience of it myself and can say that this scheme has 
not proved successful here, I have seen that the peopie neither attend these 


centres in the mornings nor in the evenings. 


Then, Sir, the library service is being started by the Government in the 
rural areas in order to remove mass illiteracy and ignorance. This step is 
no doubt commendable. Its objectionable feature to which I would like to 
refer is the provision of costly Art Paintings for decorating the poorly -housed 
libraries in villages, It is just like providing a costly lip-stick to a negro 
girl or a Parkar fountain-pen to an unlettered min. I would suggest that 
instead of opening costly libraries, the Government will be well advised to 
open reading rooms with an expenditure of Rs. 50 per mensem or so, where 
Hindi newspapers may be provided for the use of villagers. But as to why 
the provision of costly oil paintings for the libraries at the cost of Rs. 1,000 
per library should be made passes my comprehension. 


Now wherever new schools are opened, the Government compels them 
to make arrangements for the libraries. It is really strange that when these 
schools can ill-afford to make suitable arrangement for the seating accommo- 
dation of the boys who are often made to sit under the shade of the trees, 
they should be compelled to set up Art Libraries. Nobody can deny the 
use and value of libraries but the question is where from the finance would 
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come. We are already faced with the problem of opening new schools in 
villages and our primary object is to have more schools to spread literacy 
among the masses than to have costly libraries for villagers who do not even 
know the three R’s, The crying need of the hour is to open schools 
where boys and girls should have compulsory basic education. The Govern- 
ment should not fritter away its meagre resources on the establishment of 
libraries at this stage. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh (Ludhiana Sadar) (Punjabi): Sir, ever since 
the Congress Government has held the reins of office, our standard of educa- 
tion has been gradually going very low. This is proved by the fact that 
the number of successful Punjabi candidates in the competitive examinations 
is gradually decreasing, Nota single candidate has been able to qualify in 
the combined Engineering Competitive Examination. I.A.S. and I.P.S. Com- 
petitions show gradual decrease of successful Punjabi candidates. It will be 
seen that the sum of Rs. 1,98,67,000 provided in the Budget for Education 

_is quite inadequate keeping in view the work of educational reconstruction 
of our State. Ifthe Government has any real intention to make the Punjab 
more progressive in the field of Education, then it should have provided a 
sum of at least three crores of rupees in the Budget for this purpose. There is 
no gainsaying the fact that we are still ages behind the advanced countries of 
the world. Our Stace cannot make any progress so long as we are educational- 
ly back ward. 


‘What we find today is that the Government has not even changed the 
system of our. primary education. What I mean is that our primary educa- 
tion has not been brought in line with the scheme of basic education known 
as the ‘Wardha Scheme’ evolved by Mahatma Gandhi. We can initiate and 


carry on this scheme by giving the teachers the necessary training in the 
methods of basic education in the Summer vacations. Our Government is 
still blind by adhering to the old system of education introduced by Lord 


A 


Macaulay. Now the position is that when a boy leaves the school or college | 
he is fit only to be a ‘ Babu’ somewhere. This system was primarily intro- 
duced for the mass production of ‘ Babus’ for manning the British Govern- 

ment machinery. But now in the changed circumstances we are in need of 

engineers, doctors, lawyers, scientists and economists instead of cheap 
English knowing clerks. So we will have to revolutionise the whole system of : 
education. < 


Our Government has not talen any steps for the advancement of the 
Adult Education Scheme, It should address itself seriously to this task so 


nn il a E - 


Ori al with; š 
Pun b Vidhan Sabha 
Dig -zed by; 

Panf@b Digital Library 


Education (10) 77 


that it may be able to banish illiteracy from the State by the time the next 
general elections are held. I admit that this system of education which has 
been in vogue for the last 150 years cannot be changed over-night but it 
would be better to make a start in this direction from now to achieve the 
desired end. Besides this, higher education is very expensive and the way 
in which it is being imparted in the colleges is most unsatisfactory. A recent 
shameful incident that occurred in S D. College, Ambala, is a sad pointer to 
the fact that the professors are not even setting a high standard of morality 


before the students. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should avoid making a reference to it. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: Sir, what I wantto drive atis that the 
teachers’ conduct should be above reproach and they should be men of 
sound character. Moreover, now-a-days schools and colleges are over- 
congested and with a view to relieve congestion in them it would be better 
if the Government opens new schools and colleges so that education may be 
imparted on right and sound lines. There is also an imperative need for 
raising the status of teachers who are now-a-days struggling pathetically to 
keep their body and soul together. Their salaries are so low that they have 
to take recourse to the private tuition work to supplement their petty in- 
come, By doing so, they take little interest in the education of the children 
in the class room. The best solution of this state of affairs is that their 
salaries should be increased and certain restrictions imposed on private 


tuition work so that class room work may not suffer. 


Apart from this, I would submit, Sir, that education should be imparted 
on an equitable basis and more schools and colleges should be opened in 
villages ta provide facilities to the rural students for cheap higher education. 
It has often been observed that experienced and efficient teachers do not like 
to go out of towns. But in the interest of the people living in the rural 
areas such terchers should be transferred to villages after three years of their 
stay inatown, If th: Government is really anxious to renovate the system 
of education, it can do so without any difficulty, We have the example of 


China before us which has astounded the world with its all-round rapid 
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progress. 


Then, Sir, the Government has taken much credit for introducing the 
system of nationalisation of text-books but I would say that it has made a 
mountain of a mole-hill because the present education is useless for all practi- 
cal purposes for Punjabis have not at all felt any relief from the high prices 
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of the text-books. 1 would also suggest that the University should be shift- 
ed to some central place in the plains. (At this stage Shri Mohammud 
Yasin Khan was seen reading newspaper.) 


Mr. Speaker : T may inform the hon, Member that he cannot be 


permitted to read a newspaper in the House. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: In the end, I would draw the attention of 
the hon. Minister incharge of Education to the need for taking steps to 
improve the financial position of the schools and colleges, and to see that 
there is proper housing accommodation in these institutions, He should also 
issue instructions for the inspection of the libraries and laboratories and 
these should be upto the mark in every school and college. 1 think that to 
impart education which makes boys unfit for anything in their after life is 
useless and meaningless. In the end, I would request the Government to 
start giving Military training and instruction in agriculture in every school. 
Primary education should be made compulsory and free throughout the State. 


Shri Raghuvir Singh (Seraj) (Hindi): Sir the subject has already 
been sufficiently thrashed out by my hon. Friends. So far as my own cons- 
tituency is concerned, l can say, Sir, that there is no such thing as edu- 
cation init, There are a few schools which are functioning under the 
management of the District Board but about their condition the less said 
the better. Despite our best efforts teachers are not available for these 
schools, The reason for the paucity of the teachers is that people from 
the other districts of the State do net like to go and serve in that dlaga 
due to climatic unsuitability and high cost of living, while the local students 
cannot go in for higher studies after passing their MatriculatiofA Examine 


ation on account of their poor financial position. I, therefore, suggest, Sir, 


that the Government should grant stipends to such students, in view of the 
fact that they belong to backward areas, so that ultimately they may become 


good teachers and the condition of education in that area may improve, 


Then, Sir, asthe population inthe hilly tracts is scattered here and 
there, students have to traverse several miles in order to attend schools 
and the parents dare not send their children in bad weather marked by 
torrential rain, hail storms and snow falls due to which calamaties like 
land-slides often occur. The result is that the poor children have to re- 
main illiterate for the whole of their lives. In this connection i suggest, 
Sir, that itinerant schools may be started in that ilaga and should be 
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stationed for a period of three days in such a place where the maximum 
number of students can assemble and then shift to the next place. One 
thing more in this connection. The education of this ¿laqa should be such 
mes as may prove more beneficial to the students there. They should be made 
i conversant with the methods of putting to the best use such hilly products 

i as fruits, honey, etc., and such instruction should start from the eighth 
class so that the people of this hilly area may become aware of the 

hidden treasures in the forests and may make money to the maximum 


extent possible by exploiting these natural resources. 


| > Then, Sir, the people of my ilaqa are almost self-supporting so far as 
the house-building, cloth making, wool spinning and making of agricultural 
i implements are concerned. But these cottage industries are antiquated 
and stereotyped and require a radical reform and I would suggest, Sir, 
that these cottage industries may be improved on modern scientific lines 


as is the case in Japan. 


One point more, Sir, and [ have done. After the attainment of freedom 
we have adopted Hindi as our Rashtra Bhasha. But the old disparity 
between the scale of pay of Vernacular and English teachers and Professors 
still persists which acts as a deterrent to the efficient performance of 
their duties by the Vernacular Teachers and retards the development of our 
national language and also compels the best intellects fo go out of this 
profession. I, therefore, suggest that immediate steps should be taken to 
do away with this disparity so that both Hindi and Punjabi languages 


may flourish. 


° 


Shri Prabodh Chandra (Gurdaspur) (Hindi): Sir, for the last 2 days, 
x the house has kept itself busy in discussing the budget provision for 
u Education. Many an hon. Member has pointed out the shortcomings in it. 
Some hon, Friends have tendered some suggestions in this connection which 
are hard to implement in view of our slender financial resources. Here 
isa pamphlet which reads that ‘it is better to light one candle than to 
curse the darkness around.’ 


The criticism levelled bŷ the Opposition was devoid of constructive 
Suggestions and they have not been able to light a single torch which 
2 would have helped the removal of utter darkness surrounding them, One 

of the Indian Russians had expressed himself in a queer way. 


S 


Sardar Achhar Singh: You are an American Indian. 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: A reference was made by an hon. Friend to 
the spread of culture ; I do not know what type of culture he had in his 
mind Russian or Indian. Sir, [ want to point out to the hon. Members of 
the Opposition that they have not been able to come forward with any 
constructive suggestions, They have been simply criticising the Government 
policy for the sake of criticism. Some one of them referred to the Commu- 
nity Project Scheme in the present discussion. They have only said that 
China has done this thing and that thing, but perhaps they do not know 
the reasons behind China’s progress which I shall presently tell them. 
Recently, Shrimati Vijay Lakshmi Pandit, the respected sister of our 
Prime Minister, had gone to China with the Cultural Mission. I had a chance 
to hear her impressions about China, According to her, she had heard 
before leaving India that like our country that country was also busy con- 


structing dams. She had first hand knowledge of the construction of Bhakra 
and Nangal Projects because she had a chance to visit them just before 


her departure to China. In China, she went to see a dam which was under 
construction. After undergoing a 2 days’ difficult journey, she reached the 
site of that dam, There she saw an army of men busy in constructing the dam, 
She did not know whether that labour was working there voluntarily or 
under compulsion. ‘They were not using any machinery in the construction 
of that dam. The labour belonging to both the sexes was working there. 
An oid woman trom among the labourers approached Mrs. Pandit and asked 
her if she had seen her country and its leader. Further she asked her whether 
she had also met and shaken hands with Mao Tse Tung. ‘Then on getting 
a reply in the affirmative from Mrs. Pandit, she remarked that she had then 
seen the God of their country. By narrating her impressions about China, 
I wanted to inform the House of the spirit in which the working classes of 
that country are working and the respect they have for their leaders. 


Then, Sir, though I have little knowledge of the conditions prevailing 
in China, yet I can tell the hon. Gentlemen sitting opposite some thing 


about Russia. 
Shri Sri Chand : Sir, is ti e hon. Member relevant ? 
Mr. Speaker: Yes, he is relevant. - 


Captain Ranjit Singh: He is the son of the House. He may say 
anything. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it for the Chair or for the hon. Members 
to decide about the relevancy of a matter ? 
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Well, Sir, the changes that have been effected in the system of education 
are not of a far-reaching character. Asa matter of fact, only a fringe of the 


problem has been touched, In other words, whatever changes have been 


brought about are only a matter of degree. The real change in the system 
of our education has yet to be brought about by the Government. I am 
constrained to remark that so far adequate attention has not been paid to this 


matter of vital importance. 


It goes without saying that education, particularly the system of educa- 
tion, is the. most essential factor, on which depend the progress and dovelop- 
ment of a country. Our efforts should be concentrated on the liquidation of 
illiteracy from among the masses, You will perhaps remember, Sir, that 
even in the days of yore, ‘vidya dan’ was considered to be the ‘Maha dan’ the 
highest of all charities. Not only this, Even in other countries, since times 
immemorial, it has bəen admitted that ‘ knowledge is power.’ In other 
words, the necessity of education has been felt during all the ages for the 
progress of humanity. There was a time when India led the whole world in 
the matter of education. But when the Indians lagged behind in this sphere, 
they lost even their freedom and for centuries remained under the thraldom, 
of foreigners. Now that we have achieved independence after a long drawn 
struggle, we have to see whether the present system of education suits our 
purpose. If not, what sort of changes are required to be made in it. I feel 
that due attention has not been paid to this aspect of the matter. | 


Some of my hon. Friends have suggestdd that agricultural training 
should form the most essential part of the curricula in our schools. They 
are of the opinion that agricultural training right from the school stage 
is the crying necd of the hour. I also subscribe to this view. But the 
Government has expressed its inability to do so due to the lack of funds. I am 
of the opinion that ‘where there is a will, there is a way.’ If the Government 
is bent upon introducing this subject in the schools, funds can be found for 
it. We have already seen that there are so many items in the demand for 
‘General Administration’ upon which money is being wasted. If saving is 
effected in the Budget by making reductions in or eliminating those items, 


` then that money can be conveniently utilised for purposes of education. In 
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this connection, I want to make a suggestion. I hope it will prove very useful 
to the Government. 1 understand that there are 6 thousand acres of waste 
land in Karnal District. Now, if one thousand acres of this land are earmark- 
ed fora Rural University, I can guarantee that by breaking this waste land and 
placing it under the control and supervision of an Agricultural Expert it will 
be possible to ensure an income which will be sufficient not only to cover 
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the expenditure that might have been’ incurred on the reclamation of this 
land but also to make the University self-sufficient so far as the finance 
required for its running is concerned, Besides, I can also guarantee that 
every year this University will send out 100 persons fully trained in agricul- 


ture and farming. Since they will be taken from villages, they will after © 


completion of their course, establish model farms in rural areas and will thus 
help in giving a fillip to the agricultural industry in the State. I am sure if 
this can be achieved in Karnal, there is no reason why this scheme should not 
prove a success in other parts of the State. 


Well, Sir, another point to which 1 want to draw the attention of the 
House is this. The management.of schools under the charge of the local 
bodies, both District Boards and Municipal Committees, is most defective. 
I would request the Government to provincialize these schools and the grants 
now given to the local bodies for running these institutions may be stopped. 
This is the crying need of the hour and I hope the Government will take 


prompt action in the matter. 


Now, whenever a question of rural and urban people is raised some of 
my hon. Friends say that we are obsessed with a sort of mania for the 
ruralites. May I just draw their attention to the Directive Principles, 
wherein the expressions * backward ’ and ‘ rural areas” occur. Now if the 
accredited leaders of our country can discuss and make provisions in the 
Constitution of India for the betterment of the backward and rural classes, 
there is no reason why my hon. Friends should take exception to such a 
demand when it is made in this House. Since the time at my disposal is 
over, I wind up my speech with a request to the Governm-nt to make every 
endeavour to improve the lot of the masses who dwell in the rural areas, 


Shri Teg Ram (Khuian Sarwar) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, it is stated in 
the Shastras that true knowledge or real education is that which delivers 
the man from his worldly bonds and also elevates his character. Besides 
this, it makes him economically and politically independent. Not only this, It 
enables him to overcome all the difficulties that comfront him while moving in 
the world, Even in days of yore, the cherished goal of our sages and Rishis was 
that the people of our country should receive such an education as may trans- 
form them into men of high character and raise them morally and intellectual- 
ly. Then, Sir, it is an acknowledged fact that it is real education that can help 
make a society or a nation powerful, be it economically or physically. I, 
therefore, request the Government to introduce such a system of education 
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in the State as may help us in the realisation of that high goal of which I 
have already made a mention in the beginning of my speech. 


7o 


Now-a-days the system of education, that is in vogue in our country, is 
| the same as had been introduced by the British during their regime. The 
| British ruled our country in a very clever manner, They took the education 
of our country in their own hands so that our country may remain under 
| bondage for a long time. In other words their object was to, keep India in 
| thraldom by creating an army of clerks who should become the yes men of 
i . the Government and spend their whole life in doing odd clerical jobs. But 

I am constrained to remark that even after the attainment of Independence, 
no radical change has been brought about by the Government in the system 
of our education, which continues to be based on the British pattern, 


In this connection I would like to apprise the House of the view held 
by the late Mahatma Gandhi on the subject, which he had formed after giving 
a careful thought to the defects existing in the present system of education. 
He was strongly of the view that unless and until we changed this system 
of education, the country would not be able to achieve real freedom. Even 
if it attained political independence, our countrymen would not be able to 
make any headway, as compared with the people of other independent 
countries, in the spheres of education, physical development and 
economic prosperity. Keeping these facts in view, the Mahatma had prepared 
the Wardha Scheme of Education, At first our countrymen did not welcome 
\ this revolutionary scheme or evince any enthusiasm about it. But when the 

educationists perused it seriously, they found this scheme to be of the highest 
order. The first principle of Mahatma Gandhi to which he attached great 
~ importance in connection with the imparting of education, was that the 
child should receive education in his own mother tongue, that is in the 


yan 


language spoken in his house and ilaqa. Along with this he should receive 
instruction in some handicraft also, So this is the crux of Mahatma Ji’s 
views about education, and about Wardha Scheme, which he placed before 
eminent educationists and savants of this country in several conferences held 
for discussing this scheme. The educationists accepted this scheme and it 
is my firm belief that our State can makea rapid progress educationally 
only when our Government adopts this scheme and translates it into action. 
So, as I have already stated, if our country is to go ahead, become powerful 
physically and economically and achieve prosperity, then we must follow the 
principles laid down by Mahatma Ji... 


wd 
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Now we have to see whether our Budget for education admits of any 
scope for an improvement on the basis of the scheme put forward by 
Mahatma Gandhi. We find that in the State of Punjab the number of 
schools including the high and middle ones, is about 5000, and this year only 
18 new basic schools are going to be opened. I think that the number of 
basic schools is most inadequate. While congratulating the hon. Minister for 
Education on opening new basic schools, I would request him to make a 
provision for the establishment of a larger number of such schools, because in 
this lies the advancement of our country. Since the time at my disposal is 
very short, I bring my speech to a close, by making this observation that 
Government should arrange to open such schools in the rural areas, wherein 
instruction in handicrafts is also given to the children of the villagers with a 
view to improving their economic condition. I would also request the 
Government to make an endeavour to open schools in every village so 
that the children of the village folk may receive the light of knowledge and 


become useful citizens of the State. 


Sardar Darshan Singh (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): Sir, this is the 
second day of discussion on the demand for education andthe majority of 
the hon. Members who have expressed their views about it have complained 
that the amount provided in the Budget under this head is very small. 
Some hon. Members had given notices of cut motions but I know that 
most of them will withdraw these after one and a quarter hours. We have 
to compare the attitude of our Government with that of the British rulers. 
The latter wanted to keep the people under subjugation and this was possible 
only if the masses remained illiterate. With that object in view, instead of 
imparting education in Hindi and Punjabi, the teaching of the English 
language began in the fifth class. People hoped that with the Congress 
Government coming into power, great progress would be made in the 
sphere of education, tuition fees would become less and the pay of school 
teachers would be increased, but we find that the amount provided in the 
Budget is very meagre. In a country which wants to progress, it is 
necessary to provide a large sum of money for the education of masses. 
It is due to political reasons that our Government has provided a very 
small sum for this purpose. It wants to perpetuate Jagirdari and capitalism 
and does not, therefore, wish to spend much for the development of indus- 
tries and promotion of education. It spends a major portion of its revenues 
on repressive departments. We notice that a very large amount is going 
to be spent on General Administration. Jagirdari leads to unemployment 
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and in order to suppress unrest resulting from unemployment, the Govern- 
ment has to spend huge sums onthe police, jails and such other depart- 
ments. How many new schools have been opened and what has been done 
to encourage education among the masses ? The majority of the people 
are very poor and they have not the means for educating their children. 
They are groaning under the burden of heavy taxation. Ifa farmer mort- 
gages his land and manages to send his children to school, he finds it 
difficult to pay their tuition fees. Books are very costly and these are changed 
every year. Formerly, a child could read the books purchased by his 
elder brother or sister but now it is not possible to do so, on account of 
their being changed almost every year. I shall request the Government 
to reduce their expenditure under the Head ‘General Administration’ and to 
provide more money for education. The pay of teachers should be in- 
creased, Our Government used to say that they would establish a net-work 
of schools, but [ find that only 125 new primary schools were opened during 
the last four years. The number of schools for girls is very small. If the 
building of some school is damaged or collapses, nobody cares to repair or 
reconstruct it. The District Boards express their inability to do much 


in this direction on account of paucity of funds. 


Shri Maru Singh Malik (Sampla), (Hind:): Sir, there is a great need 
for revolutionising the system of education in this State, and we should 
see whether our Government is prepared to do so. The total amount 
provided for education in the Budget this:year is undoubtedly larger than 
that provided last vear, but whereas its proportion to the total expenditure 
was 11:96 last year, this year it is 11°65 per cent, ‘This shows that as 
compared with other departments, the expenditure on education will be 
less this year. What progress can our State make, when instead of providing 
more money for education, our Government is increasing its expenditure 
on other departments ? At least twenty-five per cent of the total expenditure 
should be on education. No progress is possible without educating the 
masses. Moreover, the system of education needs to be revolutionised. 
The old system is still being followed and no effort has been made to 
change it. Under this system, the number of unemployed persons in 
the State is increasing every year. How many of our students, who leave 
schools and colleges get employment? This shows that the amount 
which is being spent on education is not resulting in the good of the people. 
Every penny of the public money should be spent in such a manner as 
may lead the country towards progress, I notice that the amount of money 
spent on spreading education in the towns and cities is much larger than 
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that which is spent in villages. ‘There are about four thousand primary 
schools in the villages. This means that only one-third of the villages 
have got such schools while the remaining two-thirds are without these. 
In order that our State may make real progress, special attention should 
be paid to the opening of primary schools in the rural areas. 


Shri Ram Chandra Comrade (Nurpur) (Hindi): Sir, today we are 
discussing the demand for Education included in the Budget, which has 
been prepared by the Government of the people. We should examine it 
with a view to seeing whether our Government has taken proper steps 


for spreading education in the State proportionate with the limited finances 
at its disposal. 


I am, however, sorry to note that some of my hon. Friends have 
looked at it from the old point of view. They have criticised it for the 
sake of criticism. Such attitude is not conducive to the progress of the 
State. We should carefully examine the work done by the hon. Minister 
for Education. It is easy to say that this thing or that should have heen 
done but we should not close our eyes to our resources. We can do only 
those things which our finances permit. It cannot be denied that the 
amount provided for Education is the maximum that is possible under 
the circumstances. No substantial change can be made in the Budget by 
transferring a small amount from one head to another. It has been said 
that a huge sum is being spent on the Police, but I wish to tell my hon. 
Friends who made this complaint that they themselves are responsible 
for it. If peace and tranquillity prevailed in the State, the expenditure 
on Police could be considerably reduced. ĮI can say that if the general 
character of the public is raised, the entire amount of Rs. 273 lakhs, 
which is spent on Police, would be utilised for education. 


Mr. Speaker: I shall request the hon. Member not to cast reflection 
on the hon. Members ot this House. | 


Sir, it is a matter for gratification that the Minister for Education has 
in this very short period since he took the oath of office taken pains to 
introduce some novel and commendable measures such asthe nationalisation 
of text-books, revision of the scales of teachers, etc. In this connection, I 
cannot help expressing my astonishment at the criticism that has been levelled 
against the decision to nationalise text-books by those who claim to be in 
favour of out andout nationalisation, It did not behove them to give their 
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factious spirit a free rein even in this matter. But the force of habit is 


irresistible and so it is not their fault ! 
Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut : First nationalise bigger things. 


Shri Ram Chandra Comrade: The Government has accepted the 
principle of nationatisation and proposes to introduce it progressively. 1 am 
glad that in spite of the criticism of these Friends the Minister for Education 
is firm on implementing the decision to nationalise the text-books. I hope 
this House would lend its fullest support to him in this matter and then 
encourage him to introduce more beneficial measures. A very important 
matter to which I have to draw the attention of the Government is the need 
for the upliftment of the backward areas through education. As already 
pointed out by some hon. Friends, the Government should first concentrate 
its attention on removing these blank spaces on the educational maps of this 
State. These areas are mostly comprised in the districts of Kangra, Gurgaon, 
Hoshiarpur and Karnal and deserve a preferential treatment owing to their 
backwardness and so the Government should allocate the maximum amount 
possible for the promotion of Education in them. I regret to have to point 
out that there is not a single Normal School in Kangra. Another grave 
problem that faces the educationists in this district and to which Rai 
Raghuvir Singh has also referred is the non-availability of trained teachers 
willing to s:rve in the schools situated in the rural areas of this district. 
Even if we manaze to secure for these schools the services of trained teachers 
belonging to other districts of the State, they do not stick there for long 
owing either to the un-suitability of the climate or the difficulty of having 
to drink water collected in the pools, or to live in kacha houses in villages 
which have nothing to offer in the form of modern amenities of life. I happen 
to be connected with a high school and am faced with this very problem, 
We are prepared to offer comparatively better terms and more attractive 
salaries than the other schools but trained teachers are not. willing to serve 
in these villages due to the difficulties I have already mentioned. Weare 
prepared to mike over this school with all its assets to the Government. 
Either the Government should arrange to lend us the services of trained 
teachers for this school or take it over because with the best possible will in 
the world we have failed to secure the services of trained teachers for it, 


In the end, I would make this submission to the Minister for Educa- 
tion that in view of the conditions prevailing in our State, the conditions laid 
down for recognition of schools regarding employment of trained teachers 
should be completely relaxed if we have to encourage education in these 
areas, Weare not rich enough to construct good buildings for our schools. 
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Nor is it proper to retard the progress of education because of non-availability 
of trained teachers, If trained teachers are not willing to serve in the schools 
in backward areas, the managements should be allowed to engage untrained 
teachers. The D. P. I, when he visited our village had to take drinking 
water with himself and so he knows our difficulties very well. 

Minister for Education (Shri Jagat Narain) (Hindi) : Sir, I have carefully 
listened to the views expressed by my hon. Friends in regard to education 
and this has given me pleasure as well as pain--—— pleasure because of the 
fact that all the Members who had given notices of cut motions have with 
one voice recommended to the Government allocation of more money for my 
Department. Thus far I have been fortunate. It is true that in this short 
period in which I have been in office I have not been able to persuade the 
Government to allocate much more funds for education but I want to inform 
my Friends that the money provided for education this year represents an 
increase of Rs. 7,75,350 over the last year’s grant. Iam beholden to the 
Members of this House for recommending my Department for allocation of 
more money and I hope it will have a larger grant next year. 


I have felt a little pained too because though the hon, Members had not 
cared to send me any suggestions in reply to the letter that I had addressed 
to all M.L As’. and M.L.Cs’. shortly after taking the oath ot office they 
have now during these two days of debate made several objections and levell- 
ed criticisms at the Education Department. Had they made their sugges- 
tions at that time, I would have certainly asked the Department to look into 
them and by this time I would have been in a position to give a reply to 
them. That they did not respond tomy invitation then and they have 
made all sorts of objections now is a matter of deep regret to me. My 
second regret is that as much interest has not been evinced in this depart- 
ment as its importance called for, I think there is hardly a Member who 
during his election campaign was not presented by his voters with grievances 
of the ilaga with regard to the lack of educational facilities such as non- 
existence of Primary, Middle or High Schools, Today the attendance is 
fairly good but on the previous day it was no more than the bare quorum. 


Now, Sir, as it may not be possible for me to reply to every point raised 
in the course of the debate, with a view to clinching the issues, I might 
enumerate the points to which | propose to give a reply in my speech. 


(1) That the system of education is old, antiquated and has outlived 
its utility and should be changed, 
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(2) That the Government is not spending enough on education. 


(3) That the Government should introduce free and compulsory pri- 


mary education, 
(4) That the number of schools is inadequate. 


(5) That the teachers are being given meagre salaries and the 
decision to give them time scales is open to serious objections. 


(6) That the schools and colleges are ill-equipped. 

(7) That the number of Girls Schools is not sufficient. 

(8) That the school curricula should be changed. | 

(9) That the schools run by the local bodies should be taken over by 


Government, 
(10) That the Government is spending too much on European Schools, 


(11) That the number and amounts of scholarships are inadequate and 
more scholarships should be given to Harijans. 


(12) That the text-books should or should not be nationalised and 
that the prices should be lowered. 


(13) That the fees should be reduced. 


These are, Sir, the issues that have been raised in the course of the two- 
day debate. Now, Sir, before giving areply to these criticisms, I would 
like to submit that all of us here are the representatives of the masses and so 


we should not hesitate to admit our weaknesses, drawbacks or handicaps. 


I have no hesitation in agreeing with my hon. Friends that the present 
system of education must be changed (Cheers). I also agree that the 
arrangement of education in schools is far from satisfactory. There is not 
enough accommodation in some schools and the boys are made to sit in — 
the sun. At the same time, I agree that compulsory primary edu- 
cation should be introduced at an early date. I also admit that the 
salaries of the teachers are very low and must be raised, But I require 
the co-operation of all the hon. Members to solve all these problems. 
I think that without their co-operation, these problems of education can 
never be solved. The hon. Members are quite aware that our State is 
faced with financial difficulties and I have not with me the proverbial 
Alladin’s lamp to help me to achieve the desired object in a minute. 
I also feel that without the necessary funds and their co-operation it is not 
possible for me to solve the educational problems of the State. I would 
ask that the people should not solely depend upon the Government for 
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opening schools and colleges for them. The hon. Members know, Sir, that 


Uttar Pradesh is three times the size of our State. There are only five ar 
Government colleges in it and the remaining colleges are all privately- 
managed. There, the public evince great interest and enthusiasm in open- 


ing private schools and colleges. 
| 


An hon. Member his raised an objection that in spite of the fact that 


some private schools have got the necessary funds and suitable accommo- 


dation, these institutions are not being recognised by the Government. 
In this connection, I may inform the House that the Government has 
| issued a circular that the conditions pre-requisite for the recognition of 
any school would in future be relaxed. If my hon. Friends make efforts ` 
to open new privately managed primary and middle schools the Government 

shall relax the prescribed conditions with regard to the specified area of land * 
and accommodation in their case. The Government is also prepared to 

allow them to employ 25 per cent untrained teachers in such schools, 


4 


Then, Sir, an objection has been raised to the effect that the private 
: schools and colleges which have been opened by religious institutions like 
the Sanatan-Dharam, the Arya Samaj and Sikh Gurdwaras impart education 
on communal lines which engenders fanaticism and egotistical bigotry. I 
might tell my hon. Friends that the Congress victory in the last general 
elections has given a death-blow to communalism in the State. The Cong- 
ress has captured 80 per cent of the seats in the Legislature. We fully 
realise that to make a nation great education should be compulsory, secular a 
and liberal, We have issued instructions to all the schools and colleges that 

education should be completely divorced from all communal considerations. F 

We have brought this fact home to all the heads of the private institutions | 
that secular outlook must be preserved and if any institution drifts towards 


eR 


communialism it will not only forfeit the grant-in-aid from the Government 
but its name will also be removed from the list of the recognised insti- 


tutions, 


We have also impressed upon them the need of adjusting their expendi- 
ture to the sanctioned grant keeping in view the financial stringency. I am z 
of the view that ' private enterprise can give a greater fillip to the develop- 
ment of education in our State. At the same time, I would like that these 
private institutions should also take upon themselves the responsibility of 


educating the masses on non-communal lines, 
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s So far as compulsory primary education is concerned, we intend to 
\ introduce a bill in this behalf in the next Session. Besides this, I would 
èe «a submit, Sir, that there are about 16,000 villages in our State wherein there 
p are 4826 primary schools. We have a plan to open 1,000 primary schools 
yo every year out of which 200 schools have already been opened (Cheers). I 
| would appeal to the hon. Members to extend their co-operation to us in this 
task. We might well be able to open 10,000 schools within the next five 
| years, if each hon. Member undertakes the task of opening 10 schools in his 
| constituency evey year. Under the Community Project Scheme, 300 to 400 
more schools will be opened this year. It would mean that we would have 
i 1,500 more primary schools in villages this year. I may also inform the hon. 
Members that the gross expenditure to be incurred on the primary schools 
E this year is of the order of Rs. 1,30,25,000 as against Rs. 1,98,670 of last 
year. The ratio of expenditure on primary and University education is 4:1. 


So far as the overhauling of the system of education is concerned, I 
would like to read before the hon. Members a page from the report of the 
Advisory Board of Education of which my sister Shrimati Sita Devi 


was also a member. It runs as follows :— 


‘‘In 1949-50 the Government took steps to overhaul the system of education 
according to the needs of the present times. An advisory Board of Education 
was constituted to formulate a scheme with regard to the curriculum of edu- 
cation from the first primary to the eighth middle class. In 1951-52 a syllabus 
was prescribed for these classes. The outstanding features of the new scheme 
are that great emphasis has been laid on the health side and social and sports 
activities of the children. The Government is committed to the policy of 
\ introducing basic education in the State. Agriculture, weaving and spinning are 
the crafts which form the basis of basic education. It has also been decided 
that as soon as funds and trained teachers are available the present schools will 
be converted into basic schools. In addition to the above-mentioned important 
handicrafts some more handicrafts have been introduced such as sugarcane 
work, earthenware, paper-making, soap-making and ink-making etc. Besides 
this, arrangement for many crafts have also been made for the students which are 


as follows :— 


Preparation of models of pet animals. 


Construction of a village. 


ve 


1 

2 

3. Construction of a bazar. 
we 4. Construction of a shop. 
5. Working of a post office. 
6. Construction of a kitchen. 
7. Cooking. 
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For the present, basic education has only been introduced in the primary 
classes. Inthe year 1950-51, the Government opened 25 basic primary 
schools and the same number of such schools was opened in 1951-52, Dur- 
ing the current year, the Government proposes to start 18 basic primary 
schools. Steps are being taken to convert such existing primary schools into 
basic schools as have land adjoining them together with irrigational facilities, 


or where the work of spinning and weaving can be started. The question 
| of introducing basic system in the middle classes is also under the considera- 
tion of the Government. This will take place at the time when the students 
! have passed the basic primary stage, 


Then, Sir, in 102 middle schools, instruction is being given in agricul- 


tural education and these schools have got gardens and agricultural farms 
attached to them. In 20 high schools, industrial classes have been opened 
in which carpentery is taught to the students. In order to develop the habit 
of hard work, it has been decided to send the students of schools and colleges 
to the famine-stricken area of Hissar District where they will help in the 
work of excavation’ of canals. Asa result of the efforts made in connection | 
with the ‘ Grow More Food Campaign,’ 3859 acres of land attached to educa- | 
tional institutions have been brought under cultivation The total yield of 
5310 maunds of foodgrains from this land brought an income of Rs. 58,077 to 
the Department. Commercial classes have also been opened in five schools 
and in order to meet the demind for basic-trained teachers the Government | 
has opened two basic-training schools in the State. Besides this, five basic- 
training schools are running under private management. Out of these, there 
are two new schools and the remaining three are old Normal Schools which 
| have been converted into € basic centres.’ Collegiate education is under the 


control of the University. 


= [tis just possible that some hon. Members might have difference of 
! opinion about the present system of education. After all, they should know 
that we have inherited this system of education from the old regime and it 
was not possible for us to change it within this short period of about two 
months. I, however, accept the suggestion that an Advisory Committee - 
should be set up by the Government to make recommendations for overhaul- 


ing the present systein of education. ' 


It is a fact that the teachers are in receipt of very low salaries and I 
had thought that with the intreduction of the new time scales they would 
surely be benefited. But I have come into contact with many teachers who 
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è are of the view that 70% of the teachers will not derive any benefit from the 
new time scales while some of them claim to have been benefited to some 


a extent. I, therefore, want to make it clear that there is no restriction upon 
ae them and they are free to opt for the new time scales or remain under the old 
a 
d rules. 
| Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut : Can both the grades remain in force ? 


Minister for Education: Yes, both the grades will remain in force. 
Then, Sir, the Government has increased the pay of a professor from Rs. 150 
i . to Rs. 200. One of the hon. Members has pointed out that foreign-qualified 
professors will not become available on this pay. My submission, Sir, is that 
if they werc available on Rs. 15V per mensem they should be available on 

> Rs. 200 also. 


It has also been stated that the schools and colleges are ill-equipped and 
ill-housed. I am fully conscious of the poor state of some of our schools and 
colleges. I have myself seen in some primary schools run by the District 
Boards that the classes are held in the open under the shade of trees and 
whenever there is rain, etc., the classes are not held at all, To improve the 
conditions in these schools, the department has ordered that the use of ‘tats’ 


~ 


should be abandoned. I might add for the information of the House that 
in the long run these ‘tats’ cost more than desks. Their life is only 2 years 
and they soon get charged with dust and dirt and become very insanitary for 
use. Orders have been issued to give to students of the primary classes 
wooden ‘patras’ which will be less expensive in the long run and will have a 
longer life and will give cleaner seats to the students. Efforts are also 
being made to supply benches in high schools and if funds become available 
this proposal will be given effect to within on year. So far as the question 
of accommodation is concerned, primary schools can well be hcused in a 
mandir, gurdwara or a mosque and if such accommodation is available in 
some villages, Government will look into the feasibility of opening primary 
schools there. Science equipment of schools and colleges is also being given 


the attention it deserves, 


Shrimati Sita Devi has pointed out that female education has not receiv- 
ed the attention it deserves and Shri Sri Chand has criticised the system of 
co-education. I may inform the hon. Lady Member that by an order of 
the Government fees chargeable in recognised schools for girls will be 50% 
lower than those charged in boys’ schools. Efforts are being made to open 
as many girl schools as possible. Some people are against the system of cos 
education while some are in favour of it, The Government encourages girl 


o, 
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! _ schools wherever they are opened. Then, Sir, there is the question raised by 
Shrimati Sita Devi that curricula for girls should be reconstructed to meet 
the special needs of women. I know, Sir, that she was a very prominent 
member of the Punjab Advisory Board of Education and its various Com- 
mittees which framed curricula tor the schools of the State and I do think 
that she could have had these changed if she had so wished. However, even 
the present curricula prescribed for girls includes instruction calculated 
to fit them for household duties. 


i 
[ Minister for Education ] "i $ 
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It has also been pointed cut by an hon, Member that expenditure on 
European schools is not justified and that I have been on tour all along and 


as such am not aware of the conditions under which the Budget has been a 
eo 

. . . . bd e { 

prepared, In this connection, the attention of the hon. Members is invited i 
to Article 337 of the Constitution of India which runs as follows :— 


During the first three financial years after the commencement of this Constitution, 
the same grants, if any, shall be made by the Union and by each State specified 
in Part A or Part B of the first schedule for the benefit of the Anglo-Indlan 
community in respect of education as were made in the financial year ending on 
the thirtyfirst day of March 1948. 


During every succeeding period of three years the grants may be less by ten per cent 
than those for the immediately preceding period of three years. 


Provided that at the endof ten years from the commencement of this Constitution 
such grants, to the extent to which they are a special concession to the Anglo- 
Indian community, shall cease : | 

Provided further that no educational institution shall be entitled to receive any grant 
under the article unless at least forty per cent of the annual admissions therein 
are made available to members of communities other than the Anglo-Indian 


community. ~ 
In these schools, 1287 students receive education out of which 1150 are 
Indians. 
Shrimati Sita Devi : They must be the sons of the high-ups. 


Minister for Education: Such students are only 10% of the whole 
lot. 


a4 


| Mr. Speaker: Please do not take any notice of the interruptions and 
proceed on with your speech, < 


Minister for Education: Then, Sir, it has been pointed out that 
scholarships for students should be larger in number and the value of each 
scholarship should bc related to present day cost of living. Inadequacy of 
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scholarships are being examined and both the value and the number of scholar- 
ships will, I hope, be substantially increased. 


a Suggestions have been offered to the effect that arrangements should be 
z made for the training of teachers in drawing, agriculture, art and craft. I may 
4 inform my hon. Friends that Drawing Masters as also Art and Craft Masters 
are now being trained at the Punjab Government Art School, Simla, under 
the auspices of the Depertment of Industries. Similarly, Agriculture Teachers 
are being given a ‘‘special-in-service’ course at the Punjab Agriculture 
| College, Ludhiana. Arrangements for the training of teachers of modern 


Indian languages are under consideration. 


Then, Sir, it has been said that facilities to Harijans for receiving higher 
` education should be further added to. In this connection, I would like to 
state, Sir, that an amount to the tune of Rs. 500,045 has already been set 
apart for this purpose which though more than that of the last year is in my 
opinion still inadequate, and if the hon. Members continue giving their co- 


operation to me this amount can further be enhanced. 


Now, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the House to an 
important subject, that is the nationalization of books. Much has 
been said about it. This scheme of the Government has been opposed 
by that quarter of the House, from which opposition was least expected. 
My Friends have opposed it because our Government has no printing press 
of its own and on that account the books will not be available to the 
students in time. I admit that at present the Government has no printing 
press of its own but I want to bring to their notice that for the time being 


i Government has not nationalized all the books., So far only a few books 
have been nationalized, Then, Sir, I want to tell them for their information 

i that the Government has, however, reduced the rates of printing. Now we 

r are getting 180 pages printed for one rupee instead of 160 pages as previously. 


As regards the printing work in the English script, it has been settled 
that we will get 116 pages printed per rupee as against 100 pages. 


Further, Sir, I want to inform the hon. Members that I have been 

able to persuade the publishers to sell books at cheaper rates, The first 

-$ primer sold at 0-7-6, would now be available at 0-3-6 and the 2nd primer 
y- which was sold at 0-9-6 will now be sold at 0-5-6. Then, Sir, I hope 
that these will be made available in the market within 3'`months’ time. 

It will be seen, Sir, that we have managed to get the prices of these books 

reduced to such an extent even when these are being published by the 
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private agencies. We hope to reduce these prices even further as Soon as | > 

| the Government printing press starts working. <2 
Then, it has been stated that the textebooks are generally changed T 


| nationalised the text-books and publishes these through its own agencies’ 
| I assure the House that these will not be changed frequently with the 


; ; e 
every year in order to benefit publishers. When the Government has i 
result that the students community will benefit. 


Sir, this scheme of nationalisation is full of advantages and through you 
I appeal to the hon. Members sitting opposite not to oppose it. They should . J 
co-operate with the Government for spreading education among the masses 

which is our common cause. They may oppose the Government, if they like Re 

in other matters. The education of children is an issue, on which all 


of us should be equally agreed. 


On 
= 


I also want to inform my Friends of the Communist Party that the 
Government now hopes that the printing of books will be done quickly. 
We have requested the hon. Minister for Capital to give top priority 
to the construction of the building for the Government Printing Press 
at Chandigarh, The machinery for this press is already lying there and , l 
it is hoped that it will soon be set up and will be ready for operation. i 
We hope to get one-half or one-third of the books printed in that 
printing press as soon as it starts working. | 


| 

. 4 

Then, Sir, the next question before our Government is that books | 

should be mide available at cheaper rates. In this connection [I want to a 
inform the hon. Members of this house that we hope to bring about 30 


to 35 per cent reduction in their prices as soon as complete nationalization 
of books is done. 


The next point that has been raised in this House and with which 
I totally agree is that there is an acute shortage of accommodation in 
the schools and the students are being refused admission. I hope that 
the hon. Members will be pleased to know that the Government is 
seriously considering the starting at an early date of the double shift system in 
the schools. This will remove the difficulty of paucity of accommodation 
for students in the schools. 


æ “a 


Then, Sir, through you I want to inform the hon. Members that the 
Government has decided to stop middle school examination in view l 
of the agitation going on in the press of this State against it. | 
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Further, Sir, it has been said by some hon. Members that the Govern- 
ment should pay more attention towards technical education. I fully 
realize its importance. By your permission, Sir, I shall read out the 
details of work being done for the development of technical institutions 
though this is not my subject, It is a subject of the hon. Finance 
Minister. 


There are 19 Industrial Schools and Institutes for boys run by 
the department. The Institute of Textile Technology at Amritsar 
imparts training in cotton and silk weaving. The Hosiery Institute at 
Ludhiana has courses for training of .foremen and supervisors in the 
hosiery trade as well as in the artisans class of technicians engaged in the 
industry. The institute of Dyeing and Calico Printing, Ludhiana, imparts 
training in dyeing and calico printing, The Wood Working Institute at 
Jullundur gives training—theoretical and practical in modern wood work. 
There is also a Training Institute at Jullundur which provides training 
in leather technology. Metal working, welding, turning and machine fitting 
are the subjects taught in another institution run by the department at 
Ambala. The subjects in which training is given in the Industrial Schools 
for boys include carpentary, smithy, cotton, silk and wool spinning and 
weaving, hosiery, machine building etc., etc. In addition to the above, 
there are eight Industrial Schools for girls which impart training in a 
number of crafts useful for women, e.g., tailoring, embroidery, silma, till a 
work, soft toy making, knitting, leather work, cooking, etc, Technical 
education is steadily gaining popularity in the State, and the number of 
students in the various institutions of the department has gone up by 40 
to 60 per cent during the last one year, bringing our figures to the higest 
record so far. About 2000 students are trained in these institutions every 


year. 


Another point that l want to clear in this House is that one of 
the hon. Members has said that step-motherly treatment is being meted 
out to the District Board Ludhiana in giving it grants for education purposes. 
It is clear from the figures of the last five years, which I am going to 
place before this House, that the grants given to this District Board 
have been increasing each year after the partition with the exception of 
the year 1950—51. 


w 


The grants which have been given to this District Board during the 
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last five years are as follows :— 


Year i Amount 
1947—48 en = Rs. 5,91,705 
1948—49 a. ses Rs. 6,62,148 
: 1949—50 ra = Rs. 7,40,505 
1950—51 7 a Rs. 7,00,255 
| 1951—52 a a Rs. 7,45,151 
| 
| 


The hon. Member seems to have given wrong figures. He might have 
referred to the amount of grant of Rs, 1,36,653 given last year in respect 
of vernacular education only. The total grant on all items comes to 
Rs. 7,45,151 for the same year, 


Sir, Shrimati Sita Devi has asked for information regarding the state of - 
Physical Training. In this connection, 1 would like to tell her that we have 
earmarked a sum of rupees five lakhs for starting a College of Physical Train- 
ing at Chandigarh. 


Shri Abdul Ghani desires to know the position of Urdu as a medium of e 

| 

instruction in the State. I want to state for his information that the media 
of instruction right upto the tenth class are Hindi and Punjabi. I have 


already stated that Urdu still remains at places where it is needed. 


My hon. Friend Sardar Darbara Singh has requested the Goverament to 


take over District Boards Schools under its own management. At this time, | 
I cannot express any opinion on this matter. This is an important matter and 

y | 
so a decision on it can be arrived at by the Government after due delibera- -p 


tion. Anyhow, my personal view is that although we are paying liberal grants 
to the District Boards, they do not appear to be running schools which are 
under their management efficiently. The salaries of the teachers in such 
schools are not paid regularly, and this matter is under the active considera- 
tion of the Government. The Minister for Local Governinent is being 
consulted and it is proposed to get an amount equal to two months? salary 
of the staff deposited by every District Board so that the payments may be =q 4 


made out of the deposited amount in cases of emergency. 


Some of the hon, Members have ventilated a grievance of the people that 
at some places the schools are icw and far between, and so the boys have to 
cover long distances in order to reach a school, In this matter, we realise the 
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difficulties of such students and are willing to do whatever we can for them. 
But as I have already stated somewhere else, a duty also devolves upon 
e the hon. Members to do whatever lies in their power in this matter. I have 
; suggested that every hon. Member should try to open at least ten schools by 
d mobilising public opinion in his area. This proposal will, I think, go a long 
} 

) 

4 


way in meeting the shortage of schools at such places. 


Shrimati Parkash Kaur; But how can the hon, Members open such 
schools by themselves ? 

Minister for Education: By raising public subscription for this 
purpose. 


A suggestion has been made with regard to raising the age of retirement 
to sixty years. This is not possible. l may point out for the information 
of the hon. Members that the managing committees of the privately manag- 
ed schools are already empowered to grant this concession in special cases, 


Some of the hon, Members have stated that the grants and scholarships 
being given to the displaced students are not adequate. In this connection, 
I wish to read out facts and figures. Under the amended scheme 
formulated by the Government of India, deserving displaced students in | 
recognised schools were granted free studentships and cash grants to 
cover the cost of books at the rate of Rs. 5/- per student in the primary 
classes, Rs. 20/- per student in classes V and VI, Rs. 30/- per student in classes 
VII and VII and Rs. 40/- per student in the high classes subject to the 
condition that the number of beneficiaries did not exceed fifty per cent 
of the total enrolment in Primary and Middle Classes and forty per cent 
in High Classes. The students living in Camps and Ashrams were granted 
cash grants on a cent per cent basis. Stipends to deserving displaced 
i students were also granted in colleges and training institutions, They were 

sufficient to cover the cost of books, stationery and tuition fees etc. 
The number of students who were benefited and the amount sanctioned 
during the year 1951—52 is as below :— 


ae Amount Sanctioned 
may H E Rs. a. p. 
k Primary Classes a 45583 2,69,326 15 9 
p Middle Classes na ses 22112 10,53,788 14 6 
High Classes si 5845 4,90,048 1 0 
Colleges sae 1274 2,32,835 7 0 
Total O 74814 20,45,999 6 3 
A eee 
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2641 stipends were awarded to Harijan students in the various schools 
and colleges in the State. The expenditure incurred in this connection 
amounts to Rs, 2,98,254/-. 


As regards the question of compulsory Military Training, I wish 
to state that the policy of the Punjab Government will follow the policy 
laid down by the Government of India in this matter. When they direct 
us to introduce compulsory military training, we will certainly do so. 


Shri Lajpat Rai has suggested that instead of having four classes in 
the primary department we should have at least six. I wish to state for 
his imformation that we are going to have five classes instead of four. 
I think this will be in keeping with the fundamental principles of primary 
education. 


a 
| 


Professor Mota Singh: On a point of information, Sir. I want to 
have from the Education Minister through you, Sir, certain information 
and elucidation on certain educational matters which I placed before the 
House the other day. The hon. Minister has not touched any of them. 
I will repeat some of them. | 


Mr. Speaker: You cannot repeat those points. Please resume r 
your seat. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the item of Rs. 25,10,670/- on account of A-University be reduced by Rs, 100. 


The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That the item of Rs. 98,42,210/- on account of C-Primary be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
—_ That the item of Rs. 5,50,000/- on account of E-General-S-Amount transferred to the 
fund for the promotion of education amongst educationally backward classes be 
reduced by Re. 1 /-. 


After ascertaining the votes of the House by voices, Mr. Speaker said “I 


mA 


think the noes have it? This opinion was challenged and division was claimed. 
Mr. Speaker, after calling upon those Members who supported the claim for 
division and those who challenged his decision to rise in their places declared 
that the division was unnecessarily claimed, 


The motion was declared lost. 
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Mr. Speaker : 
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Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 
The moton was by leave withdrawn. 
Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was lost, 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was lost. 


Question is— | 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 


The motion was lost. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100. 


The motion was lost, 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was lost, 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 


The motion was lost. 


ae 
cays" 


Question is— ss 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. co. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 
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Mr. Speaker : 


Mr. Speaker : 


Mr. Speaker : 
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Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is — 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn, 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 
Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn, 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 
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Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Me, Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is — 


The motion was by leave withdrawn, 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


a That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
y 
e. The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


pa Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 200. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
ao That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is — 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1. 


Mr. Speaker 


The motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion: was by leave withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is— 7 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. Nil. 


i | The motion was by leave withdrawn. 
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Mr. Speaker : 


Mr. Speaker : 


Mr. Speaker : 


Mr, Speaker ; 


Mr, Speaker : 
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Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100, 


The motion was lost. 


Question is— 
That the item of Rs. 25,10,670 on account of A-University be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the item of Rs. 98,42,210 on account of C-Primary be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn. 


Question is— 
That a sum not eXceeding Rs. 1,98,67,000 be granted to the Gover- 
nor to defray the charges that have or will come in the course 
of payment for the year 1952—53 in respect of “ Education ”’. 


The motion was carried. 


(The Assembly then adjourned till 2 P. M. on Wednesday the 2nd July, 1952) 
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WEDNESDAY, 2ND JULY, 1952. 


f 
S 


E |. 


; The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla at 2 p. m. of the clock. 
7 Mr, Speaker (Dr. Satyapal ) in the Chair. 


pare 


å 


SEED eee peas, R 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


EER cymes comes, oH 


| 
p FORFEITURE OF PENSIONS AND PROPERTIES OF COMMUNIST WORKERS 
f 


*236. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state: — 
~ . (a) the number of those Communist workers whose pensions and 
properties have been forfeited and auctioned; ` 
yo (b) the steps Government proposes to take for the restoration of 


those pensions and properties? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 


R agi 


(a) pore of Communist workers whose pensions have been for- 
eited 4. 


te Number of Communist workers whose properties have been 
‘ forfeited and auctioned 7. 


(b) The properties attached are governed by sections 88 and 89 of 
the Cr. P. Code. The persons affected have a legal remedy. 
Restoration of Pensions is governed by Pension Rules and 
each case will be considered on its merits by the authorities 
concerned, if and when approached. 


ESSER, GES Rey emis 


RESTORATION OF THE CONFISCATED PROPERTIES OF COMMUNISTS. 


*237. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether the properties of Communists confiscated 
before 1947 have been returned to the m? 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: Governnient are restoring the properties confi- 
scated for participation 
Lahore Conspiracy Case of 1913. 
cases given in the 


statement given below. 
irrespective of the political views of sufferers or party considerations. 


in the national movement from and after the 1st 
Restoration has so far been ordered in 7 
These have been sanctioned 


Statement regarding the restoration of confiscated properties 


to political sufferers, 


Name of the actual political 
sufferer. . 


— 


Bhai Sahib Randhir Singh of 
Ludhiana 


Sardar Bishan Singh 


Sardar Hazara Singh of village 
Dador, district Amritsar, 


Sardar Bishan Singh of village 
Dador, district tehsil Tarn 
Taran, Amritsar. 


Sardar Kesar Singh, village 
Thatagarh , district Amritsar. 


Sardar Wasakha Singh, of village 


Dador, district Amritsar, 


Baba Xand Singh. 


District in Name of the persons in whose 
which the favour restoration has been 
land was made. 

situated, 

3 4 


Ludhiana Self 


Amritsar S. Bhagwant Singh 


(2nd July, 1952 


Achhar Singh sons of the late 
S. Bishan Singh village Dador, 
district Amritsar. 


Self 


Self 


Self 


Self 


S. Karnail Singh s/o the late Baba 


Nand Singh of village Kaile, 
district Judhiana, 


Munanin.. nn. A EAE AE E 


N.B.—(1) A life pension of Rs. 36 per mensem has been sanctioned to Shrimati Jeo 


widow of the late S. Khushal Singh of village Padri, district Amritsar, for 
the patriotic activities of her deceased husband, who was transported for 


life in 1914-15 and whose property was confiscated in favour of Government. 


(2) A sum of Rs. 1,000 has been granted to Shrimati Gurbachan Kaur 
(Mrs. Dalip Singh) daughter of the late S. Bakhshish Siagh of the Amritsar 
Distr ict as compensation in lieu of the confiscation Ot? the property of her 


father. 
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Sardar Chanan Singh: May I know whether the confiscated 


property of Sardar Harnam Singh of a village in Kapurthala was restored 
to him ? 


Chief Minister: I require notice for this. 


cre CRE ee! aR 


BASIC PAY OF PEONS, PROCESS SERVERS, BAILIFFS, AND 
SWEEPERS IN THE STATE. 


*270. Sardar Ajmer Sjngh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 


(a) the basic pay with grade which is being paid by the 
Government to the peons, process servers, bailiffs and 
sweepers separately in the State ; 


(b) whether the process-servers and bailiffs are paid any travelling 
allowance when they go out on duty; if not, why not? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Name of post, Grade of pay. 
Peons Rs, 20-}-25 
Process Servers Rs. 25-1-30 
Bailifis | Rs. 30-1-35 
Sweepers This varies from district to 


district where the Deputy 
Commissioner fixes the pay 
according to local rates. 


(b) Process Servers and Bailiffs are not normally entitled to 
travelling allowance for journeys on tour’ within their 
sphere of duty except for journeys by rail, Vide item 3 of the 
list mentioned in note (I) to rule 2°38 of the Punjab Civil 
Services Rules, Volume III and contained in Appendix E 
thereof. Item No. 3 of the list, however, provides the 
following exception : — 

A bailiff or process ere may draw travelling allowance fora journey 


performed by him by motor, omnibus or other road vehicle either 
within or beyond his sphere of duty :— 
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[Chief Minister] 


(a) between places not connected by rail, or ° 


(b) between places connected by road as well as by rail when the road 
route is shorter or when the journey by rail, although shorter in 


t 
distance would cause inordinate delay : qe 
~onl 


mtg, 

provided that the Judge of the Court issuing the process or the ' 
offizer-in-charge of the Process Serving Agenoy certifies that eo 
this journey was necessary in the public interest and that no a 


other form of travelling allow.nce has been drawn. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: May I know whether the Punjab 
Government proposes to give Dearness Allowance to the State employees 
at the rates sanctioned by the Government of India? 


Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise. 


PURCHASE OF 320 F. COTTON SEED IN THE STATE. 


*271. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Development 4 
| be pleased to state:-— ) 


: (a) the rate at which 320 F. Cotton Seed was purchased by the 
Government in different markets on different dates during the 
year 1951 in the State; | 


(b) the prevailing market rate of American cotton seed at 
that time ; 
(c) the premium paid for the purchase of cotton seed together 
with the reasons therefor; 
(d) the price at which the seed is now being sold to the z 
agriculturists ; *% 
or 
(e) the extent of loss, if any, to the Government on this account 
together with the reasons therefor; 
(f) whether the Government has taken any steps to avoid any 
such loss in future; if so, the details thereof? ‘ 
VY 
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Partap Singh Kairon: | 
The quantities of 320 F. cotton seed purchased by Government 


_in different markets on different dates during the year I951-52, 


Market. 


2 Teli 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e) 


(f) 


together with the rate of purchase, are given below:— 


Date of Quatity Purchase rate 
purchase purchased per md. 


-m Oe eee e RS ee NS EE ae EY eS -arma + nee ER) SEED SER “Sens Sem 2. e 


(Mds. Srs Chhs.) 


Khanna. 23-10-51 6220—18—4 Rs, 17/- 


Tarn Taran. 23-10-51 1124—11—8 Rs, 17/- 
Malout 23-2-52 605 —27—8 Rs. 12/8/- 


The prevailing market rate of American cotton seed on 
23-10-1951 was Rs. J6/12/- per maund, while the rate on 
26-2-1952 was Rs.12/4 per maund. 


The premium paid in each cotton seed transaction was annas 
four ( Rs. -/4/-) per maund. It was necessary to pay the 
premium in order to get good quality seed. 


In the earlier stages the sale rate of 320 cotton seed was 
fixed at Rs. 19/- per maund, but the rate had to be reduced 
consequently to Rs. 13/12/- per maund in unison with the 
drop in the price of all agricultural commodities. Afterwards, 
as the market conditions improved, the sale rate of cotton 
seed was raised to Ks. 16 per maund, | 


The extent ot loss in seed transaction cannot be exactly 
assessed at the moment as all the seed stocked by the 
Department has not so far been disposed of. There is, 
however, bound to be some loss in the cotton seed transaction 
due to the general fall in the price of agricultural commodities, 
over which the Agzicultural Department could have no control. 
It may be stated that half of the loss incurred in the cotton 
seed transaction is to be met by the Government of India 
out of the sanctioned budget of the Cotton Extension Scheme. 


Every precaution is taken to sell off seed stocked by 
the Agricultural Department on ano profit no-loss basis 
except in such circumstances where wide fluctuations in the 
price of Agricultural commodities may occur. Even in the 
present cotton seed transation, the rates of cotton seed were 
increased or decreased according to the market trends? 
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Sardar Ajmer Singh: Isita fact that there has been a loss to the 
Government in this transaction? 


- ¢Minjster: Yes, At first the rate was hs, 17/- per maund and later on it | 
fell down to Rs. 13/12/-. So obviously there is a loss. | 
6 
-Sardar Ajmer Singh: May, I know the ex'ʻent of this loss ? | Y 
Minister: It will be possible to calculate it only after the whole of the ae 


cotton seed has been sold out. 


es L 


SUB COMMITTEE FOR LEGISLATURE BUILDINGS IN THE NEW 
CAPITAL. 


*144=: Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state : — 


(a) whether any Commnittee for the Asse: nbly Chamber Buildings 
in the New Capital was appointed by the Government in 
948; if so, the date thereof ; 


(b) the names of the ofiginal members and the changes in 
personnel subsequently, if any ; 


| (c, the number of meetings held by this Committee so far ; “ 


(d) tħe amount of travelling allowance drawn by each of its 
non-official members so far ; 


(e) the total expenditure incurred by Government on the 
Committee so far ; F 


| | (f) whether any report. has so far been submitted by this 
Committee to the Government ;if so, the nature of the 
recommendations made, and the action taken by the 


Government on this report ? 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) Yes. 15-11-48. < 
(b) Officials. Non officials. r 
1. The hon. Speaker. 1. Shri Bhim Sen Sachar. | 
: 2. The Secretary to Govt. 2. Sardar Dalip Singh Kang. ¥ | 
Punjab, Development Department. | 
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3, The Secretary, Legislative 
Assembly, Punjab. _ 


No subsequent change was made in the membersship of the 


Committee. 
(c) No meeting was held. 
(d) No travelling allowance was drawn by the non-official 
Members. 
(e) No expenditure was incurred. 
(f) No report has so far been received and as such the 


qhestion of taking action does not arise, The 
Committee is no longer in existence. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know why the work has not been 
carried on in accordance with the earlier plans ? 


Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know why the Committee has not been 
summoned and consulted on the plans prepared by the Government ? 


Mr. Speaker: It was to be summoned by the Speaker of the 
previous Assembly. Now since the plans have been formulated and 
sanctioned, the need for any Committee does not exist. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know as to who prepared that plan? 


Minister: It was prepared by planner, who has been imported 
from France for this purpose. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Has the Government approved of that 
plan ? 
Mr. Speaker: It does not arise. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Does the Government take any action if no 
meeting of a committee constituted by it is convened ? 


Mr. Speaker: it does not arise. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: If the hon. Speaker convened no meeting of 
the Committee, is the Government prepared to get the plan approved 
by him now ? 


Mr, Speaker: It does not arise. 


Original with; 
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INCREASE IN RENTS FOR SHOPS IN NANGAL TOWNSHIP. 


*258. Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: Will the Minister for Public 
Works be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether itis a fact that the Government is contemplating 
an increase in the rents for shops constructed in the 
new market placed in Nangal Township ; if so, by how much 
for various categories of shops ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that these shops have been rented out 
to local displaced persons ? 


‘Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 


(a) The reply in the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The rent of the shops is being increased from Rs. 31/2/- to 
Rs. 40{- for one-room shop, and from Rs. 51/3/— to Rs. 60/- 
in the case of two-room shops 


(b; Only 25% of the shops have been reserved for the local 
displaced persons. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: Has the Government increased the rents 
because the prices of commodities have fallen ? 


Minister: Complete information has been given in my reply. 


~ 


CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW DISTRIBUTORY FROM BHANDAR RAJBAHA 
JANDIALA DIVISION. 


*264, Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Minister for Irrigation be plea- 
sed to state whether cn the request of the cultivators concerned, a proposal 


is under the consideration of the Government to construct a new distribu- 
tory (Rajbaha) from Bhindar ‘“‘Rajbaha” jandiala Division? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: Yes. The scheme is under consideration. It 
will be taken up if the persons to be benefited are willing to contribute 
62} % of the estimated cost. 


Shri Sher Singh: Why has this contribution been raised from 25 % 
to 62} per cent ? | 


Minister: It has been done from this year because the Central 
Government has stopped the grant of 374 per cent which it used to’give for 
the “Grow More Food” work. 
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, . Shri Sher Singh: How many Zamindars have expressed their willing- 
ceca = ness to pay 624 per cent of the estimated cost ? 
è Mr. Speaker: It does not arise. 
j 
è Shri Rizaq Ram: Has the Government represented to the Govern- 
A ment of [ndia that they should reconsider their decision ? 
| l r Mr. Speaker: It does not arise, 
e: 
„> —_— 
L 


LAND OF VILLAGE DHULKOT ACQUIRED FOR BALDEV NAGAR 
REFUGEE CAMP, AMBALA. 


*268, Sardar Darshan Singh: Will the Minister for Finance be plea- 
sed to state:- 


(a) whether it is a fact that the lands of Village Dhulkot were 
acquired in the year 1947—48 for Baldev Nagar Refugee Camp, 
Ambala; 


(b) whether it is a fact that since 15-6-50, no rent (Chakota) for 
the lands acquired has been paid by the Government; 


(c) whether it is a fact that about twenty applications and re- 
7 | minders were sent from time to time during the period of two 
years that have passed since then by the landowners concerned 
to the Deputy Commissioner, Ambala, without any effective 
action on the part of the Government; if so, the reasons for 

this delay? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) The lands of village Dhulkot were occupied in the year 
'  1947—48 for Baldev Nagar Refugee Camp. 


(b) It is a fact that since \5-6-50 no compensation of rent for the 
lands occupied has been paid to the owners. 


(c) The land of village Dhulkot was acquired by the Public Works 
~ Department in July, 1950 for the construction of mud huts for 
J the displaced persons. Since then no lease money or cost of 
land has so far been paid to the owners by Government who 
have been considering the possibility of transferring the mud 
huts andthe land under them permanently to their present 
inmates after renovating the huts. The scheme has been 
linalized and steps are being taken to acquire the land under 
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[Minister for Finance) 
mud huts in the Punjab permanently. The lease money and 
the payment on account of acquisition of land will be made 
shortly to all the land owners concerned 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: Is the Government aware that land 
revenue with respect to this land is still being realised ? 


Minister: I am not aware of it. 


Sardar Chanan Siagh Dhut: Why was no payment made for full two 
years ? 


Minister ; The Government was taking steps to acquire the land 
permanently. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: What prevented the Government from 
making the payment uptil now ? 


Minister: I have already replied to that. However the payment 
will be made shortly. 


ey EE OS 
A ae 


MUD. HUTS IN REFUGEE CAMPS IN THE STATE. 


*291 Shrimati Sita Devi: Wili the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that the life of the mud huts in the refugee 
camps in the State generally and those in the Bhargava Camp, 
Jullundur particularly was estimated to be 3 years : 


(b) whether the Goyernment proposes to give the full proprietary 
rights to the occupants of the mud huts with or without 
charging the nominal price of the land ; 


(c} whether the Government has received any representations 
from the refugees of the Bhargava Camp to the effect that after 


the lapse of 3 years full proprietary rights be granted to 
them ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) The life of the mud huts is five years and not three years. 
That period has not expired yet. 


tb) The matt er is under Government’s active consideration. 
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(c) No written representation from the inmates of Bhargava 
Colony to the effect that after the lapse of 3 years, full 
proprietary rights should be granted to them, has been 
received in the Department of Relief and Rehabilitation. 
The inmates of the Bhargava Mud-huts Colony, however, 
made verbal representation to the Under Secretary (Urban) 
when he visited the Colony in April, 1952. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Did not the hon. Minister’s predecessor say 
that the life of this camp was only three years. 


Minister: Iam not aware of that. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that when Dr. Gopi Chand 
Bhargava visited the Bhargava Camp, he stated that the life of the 
Camp was three years ? 


Minister: As I have already stated Iam not aware of it. 


Chief Minister: I shall request the hon. Members not to refer to 
the actions of the previous Government. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Is it not the decision of the Government to 
hand over these mud huts to their occupants against property claims ? 


Minister: No decision has been taken so far in this connection 
but the matter is under the active consideration of the Government. 


REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT. 


*293. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) the total annual expenditure of the Rehabilitation Department 
in the State since Partition ; 


(b) the number of Gazetted and non-Gazetted Officers working 
therein ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) Annual expenditure of the Rehabilitation Department for 
each year since the partition is as under :— 


1947-48 Rs. 1,04,47,668 


. v 
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[Minister for Finance] e 
1948-49 Rs. 6,39,69,235 
1949-50 Rs. 4,32,84,290 
1980-51 Rs. 3,72,60,096 
1951-52 Rs. 2,08,30,574 | 


This expenditure includes a sum of Rs. 12,66,13, 783 spent on the various 
loans and Housing Schemes etc. Besides this a sum of Rs, 11,06,50,433/- was 
spent during the years [947 to 1952 on the reliei side. 


(b) This department is temporary and the strength of the Staff 
has varied from time to time. The present sanctioned strength a 
of the staff in the Rehabilitation Department is as under :— 


Gazatted. Non Gazetted. 
29 1,942, 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Does the Minister think that there is sufficient 
work for the entire staff of the Rehabilitation Department ? 


Minister: Yes, there is sutficient work for the staff that'is working 
at present. When the volume of work decreases, the staff will be x 7 
reduced proportionately. ! 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the hon. Minister aware that the Registrar 
and other members of the staff working in the Rehabilitation Department, 
Jullundur, themselves admit that there is not sufficient work for them 
and the staff can be decreased ? 


Minister: The hon. Member’s opinion is not correct. There is 
sufficient work for everybody employed in Rehabilitation Secretariat. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: If definite facts are brought to the notice of the 
hon. Minister to show that some persons have absolutely no work......... 


Mr. Speaker: It does not arise. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: On a point of order, Sir. Is not an hon. * 
Member entitled to seek complete information by means of supplementarv t 
question ? 


Mr. Speaker: J don’t think the hon. Lady Member will defy my ruling. 


Shrimti Sita Devi: May I know if I am entitled to ask a supplementary 
question ? 
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Mr. Speaker: Yes. But supplementary question does not mean that 
the hon. lady Member can ask such unnecessary questions as: whether 
the Sun will set thisday ornot. The ruling of the Chair regarding the 
admissibility of a question is indisputable. It is neither the Minister nor 
the Member who can question the admissibility of a question or a 


-yv 


supplementary question. 
r 4 Shrimati Sita Devi: On a point of order, Sir. 


> Mr. Speaker: No more points of order. The hon. lady Member may 
please resume her seat. 


PANCHAYATS IN THE STATE. 


*269. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Local Government 
| be pleased to state:— 


| (a) the number of cases, both Civil and Criminal, decided by 
: the Panchayats in the State during the year 1951; 


(by) the number of cases in which revision applications were filed 
and the number out of those accepted, rejected or 
remanded back to the Panchayats or referred to Civil 

r Courts for decision; 


(c) the number of cases in which transfer applications were 
filed and the number of those which were accepted; 


nenii aan aandaa a 


(d) the number of Panchayats that were formed during the 
year 1951 ? 


and it is not possible to collect it at a short notice. Information for the year 
1950-51 is as under:— 


(a) 27,688 (Criminal Cases.) (Civil Cases.) 


-a peng? CRS Cease SE A ae, et a eee gee oe 


15148 12540 


(b) The number of revision applications filed is not available. 
However, revision applications were decided in 189 criminal 
and 88 civil cases. Out of these revisions were accepted 
in 71 criminal and 32 civil cases, rejected in 89 criminal 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: 
The required information for the calendar year 1951 is not available 


Pa 
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for Local Government] 


and 53 civil cases and retrial ordered in & criminal 
and 3 civil cases. In 21 criminal cases orders of the 
Panchayats were modified. 


‘The number of transfer applications actually filed is not 
availalbe. 429 criminal and 210 civil suits were, however 
transferred from Panchayats by acceptance of these 
applications. 


1154 Panchayats were formed during the year 1951, while 
those formed in the financial year 1950-51 was 1536. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: May I expect the informaticn, which has not 
been supplied to me in the near future? 


Minister; As I have already said in my reply the information for the 
calendar year 1951 is not available at present. 


Sardar + jmer Singh: I think the hon. Minister has not understood my 


T am not asking information for 195!. I want to know the 


exact numbcr of cases in which transfer applications were filed during 


Minister: I require a fresh notice to answer this question. 


Mr. Speaker: Be’ore we procecd further with the next question, 
I shall read an extract for the information of the Lady Member who was 
rising cn a point of Order: 


an answer should be confined to the points contained in the question with 


such explanation only as renders the answer intelligible. 


The supplementary question must be confined only to the points 
contained in the reply given by the Minister. Why should she be saying 
that every Member hasa right to ask any supplementary question which 
he or she likes ? 


Chief Minister: With your permission, Sir, I want to draw the atten= 
tion of the Members to this fact that points of Order can only be raised 


when a matter is actually before the House and there is some point arising 


Mr. Speaker: I agree with you. 


Punffb Vidhan Sabha 
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INDOOR AND OUTDOOR PATIENTS IN GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS IN 
v THE STATE. 


— *57. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Education be 
> pleased to state :- 


(a) the total number of indoor and outdoor patients treated at 
all the Government Hospitals upto date; 
(b) the total amount spent on medicines supplied to these patients? 


4 
Shri Jagat Narain: 
p * (a) A total number of 46,27,645 (both indoor and outdoor) patients 
ca was treated at all Government Hospitals in the Punjab State 
during the period from the Ist January, 1947 to the 3lst 
December, 1951. 

(b) Approximately a sum of Rs. 19,52,620/- was spent on the 
purchase of medicines for the State Public Hospitals between 
the 15th August, 1947, to the end of December, 1951. Year. 
Wise figures are given in a statement, given below. 

I regret the information relating to the period from the Ist January, 
1952, to the 30th May, 1952, is not readily available and is not being collec- 
ted as the time and labour involved in doing so will not be commensurate 
with any possible benefit likely to accrue, 
po Statement Showing the total number of Indoor and Outdoor Patients treated 
' at all the Government Hospitals in the Punjab and the tota] amount spent 
on medicines supplied to such patients up to the year 1951. 
Amount spent on 
Year Number of patients treated Total. medicines for the 
sladdar [e eee patients: 
* 1947 * 34, 666 * 6,17,199 * 6,51,865 | Rs. 1,73,160/- 
1948 42, 720 7,69,619 8, 03,339 Rs. 3,34,830/- 
1949 44,839 7,31,689 7,76,5 28 Rs. 3,13,930/- 
1950 48,631 8,34,201 8,82,832 Rs. 4,51,190)- 
1951 68,869 14,44,212 15,13,081 Rs, 6,79,510/— 
| 
Total 2,39,725 43,87,920 46,27,645 Rs. 19,52,620/. 
* This information relates to the full Calendar year. 
This information relates to the period 15—8—1947 to 31—12—1947, 
@ 
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COMPLAINTS REGARDING THE SELECTION OF TEXT BOOKS, 


*58. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether he has received any complaints regarding the 
selection of text’ books ; if so, the nature of these complaints and the 
steps, if any, taken by the Government to avoid such complaints in 
future P 


Shri Jagat Narain : 


No complaints regarding the selection of text books have been 
received this year. 


| It was decided to adopt text books for III, VI (Except English) 
and VII (English only) classes this year for one year in the first instance. 


The publishers represented that this decision, if strictly enforced, would 
mean hardship tothem. Their representation is being considered. 


n eee SD 


CLOSING OF DISTRICT BOARD SCHOOLS IN GURDASPUR DISTRICT. 
*59. Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to.state :— 
(a) the number of District Board Schools closed in Gurdaspur 
District during the year 1951-52 ; 
(b) whether any steps have been taken by the Government to 
absorb the teachers retrenched as a result of closing of 
these schools? 
Shri J agat Narain: 
(a) Nil. 


(b) Does not arise. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it not a ract that the District Board 
Schools which were functioning in Kalanaur and Dina Nagar have been 
closed down ? 


Minister for Education: No. 


me 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Does’nt the Minister for Education regard 
those District Board Schools which are provincialized as closed ? 


Minister : No. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Has any representation been received by 
, the Government from the residents of Kalanaur and Dina Nagar with 
regard to the closure of those District Board Schools ? 


x 
Minister : I require notice for it. 
X 
PUNITIVE POLICE POSTS IN THE STATE. 
*45. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state the number of punitive police posts in the State district wise ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 
| Hissar 1 
Rohtak 4 
Gurgaon 1 
3 Karnal 1 (sanctioned but not yet actually 
l started functioning). 
Ludhiana. 3 
Ferozepore 6 
7 RESIDENTIAL HOUSES OF MINISTERS AT SIMLA. 
*145, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 
(a) the total value of the furniture placed in the residential houses 
of each of the Ministers at Simla on 1-4-51 and 1-6-52 
d separately ; 
| 4 (b) the monthly rent of the furniture of each of the Ministers’ 
residential houses on the aforesaid dates ; 
(c) the monthly rent of each of the residential houses of Ministers 
at Simla on the aforesaid dates ? 
@ 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 


= (a) The total value of the furniture placed in the residential houses 
a of each of the Ministers at Simla on 1-4-51 and 1-6-52 was 


as follows: — 


Brockhurst No. 1 
Brockhurst No. 2 
Brockhurst No. 3 


| Richmond 


Allen Bank 
Victoria Place 
Boundary 
Charlie Villa 


New Victoria Cottage. 


Ses TS eT 
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Brockhurst No. 1 
Brockhurst No. 2 
Brockhurst No. 3 


Rich rond 


Allen Bank 
Victoria Place 
Boundary 


Charlie Villa 


New Victoria Cottage 
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1—i—51 


Rs. 5835/— 
Rs. 8891/— 


(not occupied by a 
Minister). 


Rs. 6950/— 


Rs. 14894/— 
Rs. 11294/— 
Rs. 10092/— 
Rs. 13456/— 


(Not used as Mir ister’s 
residence), 


l 


1—4—51 


Rs. 32/7/— 
Rs. 62/10/— 


Not used as Minister's 
residence) 


Rs. 51/4/— 


Rs. 287/— 
Rs, 148/— 
Rs. 127/— 
Rs, 179/— 


(Not used «s Minister‘s 
residence) 


1—6...52 


Rs, 5835/— 

Rs. 8891/— 

Rs. 5941/— 

Not being used as 
Minister’s residence) 
Rs, 14420/— 

Rs. 10854/— 

Rs. J0398/— 


Not being used as 
Minister ‘s resid ence) 


Rs. 7500/— 


(b) The monthly rent of the furniture of each of the Ministers’ 
residential houses on the aforesaid dates was as follows:— 


1—6—52 


Rs. 32/7/— 

Rs. 62/10/— 

Ra. 58/11/— 

—(No longer being used 
as Minister‘s residence). 


ny F a 
Rs. 274/— 


Rs, 136/— 


Rs. 130/— 


(Not being used as Minister s 
residence) 


Rs. 93/— 


(2nd July, 1952 
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(c) The monthly rent of each of the residential houses of 
— Ministers at Simla on the aforesaid dates was as follows:— 
1—4—4—51 1—6—52 
: Brokhurst No. 1 Rs. 277/1/— Rs. 277/1/— 
» No. 2 Rs. 311/9/— Rs. 311/9/— 
4 
» No.3 Not used as Minister‘s Rs, 295/14/— 
x residence. 
—_ Richmond Rs, 320/5/— (Not being used a8 
Minister‘s residence) 
Allen Bank, Rs. 319/— R. 319/— 
Victoria Place Rs. 142/— Rs. 142/— 
Boundary Rs, 297/— Rs. 297/— 
Charlie Villa Rs. 313/— (No longer being used as 
Minister‘s residence) 
Victoria Cottege Not used as Minister‘s Rs. 156/— 
residence). 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know whether the Government is prepared 
g to consider the questicn of reducing the fvinilure, keeping in view 
the financial position of the State? 


Chief Minister: I am sure ihe hon. Member knows the question he 
put to me. I have replied his question. 


> Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Does it not arise, Slr. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member wanted certain information which 
has been furnished to him. If on that basis he wants to get more infor- 
mation he can ask another supplementary question. He cannot request 
the Minister to do this thing or not to do that thing as that amounts to a, 
suggestion for a particular action for which other courses are available to 


d the hon. Member, 
7 Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will you please allow me to submit, Sir ? 


Mr. Speaker : No, I have already given my ruling. 
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*146. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state:- a 


(a) the details of the Special Police Staff for the recovery of i 
abducted women, girls and children during the year 1951-52 
district-wise in the State; er 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| , 

SPECIAL POLICE STAFF FOR THE RECOVERY OF ABDUCTED WOMEN, 


(b) the number of abducted women, girls and children recovered 
during this period; | 


(c) whether any Commendation Certificates or reward were given “ 
to any of the officers of the above staff; if so, their list, 
nature of reward granted and the meritorious services for 
which such rewards were granted? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 


' (a) The recovery of abducted persons programme is a Central 
subject being administered by the External Affairs Ministry 
of the Government of India. 


(b) The figures, as supplied by the Search Service Bureau of 
the Ministry of External Affairs, are as follows:— 


Below 12yrsto 35 yrsto 50 yrs. k 
12 years .35 years 50 years and above Total 


-e m oa — a ae a o m neo a mme ame ng aeae e iaaa ee ee ey ee, oe 


666 1,248 6l 26 1,996 


No seperate figures for Punjab are available, but most of the persons 
are of Punjab origin. = 


(c) This subject is dealt with by the Ministry of External ji 
Affairs, 


ED aes EAE, EY 


Sa PUNITIVE POLICE POSTS IN ROHTAK DISTRICT. 


Ee eeaeee p eeaeee aeee ea aee re 


*147, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


l state :— 
- (a) the names of villages in Rohtak district where punitive police 
was stationed during the year 1951-52 together with the 
| reasons therefor in each case ; 
N 
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` (b) whether any deputation interviewed the Governor on his 
» ; 4 
_ visit to Rohtak during the year 1951, for the withdrawal 
of the above punitive police; 
e 
(c) the action, so for taken by the Government in the matter? 
' — Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 
P (a) A statement is given below. 
< _ (b) No, the Governor never visited Rohtak during the year 1951. 
(c) Does not arise. 
j PUNITIVE POLICE POSTS IN ROHTAK DISTRICT 1951—52, 
“Nam: of Additional | Names of villages on which | Reasons for 
( Punitive ) Police located. Location, 
Post. 
Khanpur Kalan Khanpur Kalan, Inayat, Disturbed con- 
Gamri, Kasandi and Kasanda. -dition of the 
villages and conduct 
of their inbabitants 
' Asaudha Asaudha and Ladrawan —do — 
yo Mobile Police on Sunari Kalan, Dhamar, Babu Akbarpur, 
62 villages with Tatoli, Jindrain, Karoutha Khadwali 
headquarters at Makrauli Khurd, Sanghi, Pairawar, 


Rohtak and Gohana. Jasia, Kaloi, Dhob, 

Chamarijan, Makrauli Kalan, 

Bohar, Bhalout, Baliana, Kehrawar, 

Dataur, Kahanaur, Kalanga, Sudana, 
- Lakhan Majra. Nadana, 
Kharak Jatan, Farmana, Gehrawar, 
Nandal, Balmbha, Garauthi, Chiri, 
Indar Garh, Jasrane Jauli, Katwal, 
Ahmed fur, Barota, Bhainswal Kalan, —do— 
Bidhal, Kheri Dhamkan, Garhwal, 
Bali Brahminan, Gillaur Kalan, 
Chhacbhrana, Ahulana, Chhapra, 
Thaska, Baroda, Jagsi, Rukhi, 
Gangana, Kanwali, Kami, Bohla, 
Nana Tatal Pur, Pollad, Pinana, 
Jharoti, Jharot, Bhatgaon, Gona. 


Kharkhoda Kharkhoda and Rohna. —do- 
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Shri Dev Raj: Is it not a fact that Chaudhri Sri Chand and 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh had met the Governor and requested him to 
withdraw the punitive police posts. 


Chief Minister: I think the hon. Member has not listened attentively 
tomy reply. The question is—‘‘whether any deputation interviewed the 


Governor on his visit to Rohtak during the year 1951 for the withdrawal > 

of the punitive police? and my answer to that question is ‘‘that the a 

Governor never visited Rohtak during the year 1951’’. 5 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: From the statement it appears that the i d 


punitive police was stationed in two villages. May I know what comp- 
laints were received against the inhabitants of those villages which 
necessitated the Government taking such steps? 


Chief Minister : If the hon, Member wishes to have this information, 
he may take the trouble of giving a fresh notice. 


SERS aman me 


GRADES OF PAY OF SUPERINTENDENTS IN DISTRICT AND 
SESSIONS JUDGES OFFICES AND JUNIOR CLERKS, 
SENIOR CLERKS AND SUPERINTENDENTS " 
OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS OFFICES. 


* 274. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state:- 


(a) the grades cf pay of the Junior Clerks, Senior Clerks, Superin= 
tendents of Deputy Commissioner’s offices and Superintendents -ja 
of District and Sessions Judge’s offices in the State; 


(b) whether the Government intends to increase the pays of all or 
any of them; if so, how much and when ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: 


Deputy Commissioners? offices Ditsrict ‘and Sessions Judge’s 
offices. 


(a) Junior Clerks Rs. 50-3-80/4-100 (a) 
Superintendents 150-160-250 
Senior Clerks ,, 60-4-80/5-120 


Superintendents ,, 250-20-350 


Original with; . . 
Pu te Vidhan Sabha 


Dig 
Panjab Digital Library 


Starred Questions and Answers - (11) 23 
] 
E (b) Not at present. (b) Not at present. 
tite 
> TRACTOR STATION, LADOWAL, DISTRICT LUDHIANA. 
p * 267. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Development be 
` Pleased to state: - 
~ ; (a) the extent of land in acres in which cultivation has been 
undertaken by the Tractor Station, Ladowal, District Ludhiana; 
(b) the total expenditure incurred on the Tractor Station under 
various heads, including pays and allowances of personnel and 
staff, purchase and servicing of tractors, etc. since the station 
was started; 
(c) the total income under various heads since the station was | 
started; 
(d) the present amount of agricultural produce and the increase 
recorded due to intensive tractor cultivation; 

. fe) the total number of tractors acquired for the tractor station 
from time to time and the number of those that are still in 
working order? 

Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: 
Poel (a) Year Ploughing Ploughing Disc- Soha- Culti- Sowing Thra- 
banjar land. cultivated ing, ga. vator. with shing 
land. seed, 
acres acres acres acres acres acres acres 
d 1948-49 2400.76 — 256.89 797.55 555.28 = ma 
1949.50 859.25 1040.97 3795.77 4354.68 6254.91 875.25 23 
(b)' Asno separate accounts were maintained at that time in 
9 
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[Minister for Development] 
respect of each farm or centre, it is not possible to give the 
total expenditure incurred on the tractor station, Ladowal, 
district Ludhiana. 


(c) The work was started at this station at the instance of the & 
Rehabilitation Department. No direct cultivation was done | 
by the griculture Department and after reclamation the land x. 
was allotted to refugees by the Rehabilitation Department. 
The Agriculture Department claimed cnly tractor cultivation 
charges which are as under :- 


m Year Amount. 
1948 --49 Rs. 30,515/— 
1949—50 Rs. 1,63,008/- 


(d) As the area after reclamation was allotted to refugees by the 
Rehabilitation Department and as the tractors were shifted 
to different places in the State, it is not possible to state the 
present amount of agricultural produce. Increase in yields 
due to intensive tractor cultivation could also not be recorded 
as this area, after reclamation, was allotted to refugees by the 
Rehabilitation Department. 


(e) To start with, 68 tractors were engaged in April, 1949. Out 
of these 68 tractors, 20 tractors were shifted to Karnal, in 
June, 1949. Movement of tractors continued till at last there 
were left only 13 tractors in April, 1950. These 13 tractors 
were shifted to Ludhiana, towards the close of Agricultural 
year 1949—50. As no specific tractors were detailed, for the ; 
work at Ladowal, it is difficult to indicate as to how many 
of these tractors are still in working order. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: Has any profit accrued to the 
Government from this undertaking ? aa 


Minister for Development: I am notin a position to say anything 
about it at present. 


GARDEN COLONIES IN THE STATE. 


*272, Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state: — 


Oria] with; è 
Pub Vidhan Sabha 
Digi ed by; 


Panjab S 


a 3 


Starred Questions and Answers (41) 25 


: ‘a) the total area reserved for the garden colonies in the State; 


ea (b) whether any garden has been planted so far in accordance 
with the scheme; if not, the reasons therefor; 


(c) whether the Government has worked out the average cost 
of a garden till it starts giving a return as compared with 
the arable farming; 


} * (d) the basis on which the Government is encouraging fruit 
growing on a vast scale; 


` 
H (e) the steps so far taken by the Government to make planting 
of gardens profitable for the growers together with the 
details thereof? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: 
(a) 22,016 acres. 


(b). Lay-out plans of individual allottees of 16 garden colonies have 

been prepared. Most of the approved plans prepared according. 

| to the scheme have been supplied to 14 garden colonies viz., 
| Patti, Khankot, Boot-Kingra, Dalamwal, Jugiana, Jalalabad, 
| Patti Bhattian Baluana, Khanpur, Kachrauli, Lahli, Panchli 
| Gujran, Mirza-ki-Patti and Khajurke. Plans of the other 11 
7 garden colonies excepting three (Kharkhauda, Morinda and 

À Barara) the possessions of which have only been given recently, 
| are being scrutinised and will be supplied to them shortly. 
| Planting work has been started ia four gardan colonies 
| Kachrauli, Boot- Kingra, Jalalabad and Dalamwal in accordance 
- : _ with the planting scheme. 


Orchards could not be planted earlier due to the following reasons:— 
(i) Selection of allottees completed in 194). 


(ii) Actual possessions to societies given in 1950. 


(iii) Consolidation and demarcation of 10 to 20 acre plots, colony 
roads and the other common utility places completed in 1951. 


(iv) Delay in the grant of the concession of enhanced supply of 
canal water to the canal -irrigated colonies and in the con- 
struction of tube-wells in the other garden colonies. 


d 


(v) Lean financial position of the allottees. 
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(Minister for Development] 


(vi) Delay in electrification of garden colonies. ~ 
ole 
(vii) Provision of inadequate staff and the termination of their 
services every year thereby disturbing the whole programme 
ef work. 
(c) Itis an established fact that the orchards are much more 
paying than arable farming. poa 
(da) Fruit growing is being encouraged:— p 
(i) to make the State self-sufficient in its requirements of j 
fresh fruits and preserves as the fruit industry of the State 
received great set back due to partition; 
(ii) to secure more income per unit area thus raising the 
status of peasantry and fruit growers. 
(e) The following facilites have been afforded to the fruit 
growers:— 
(i) supply of reliable nursery plants of outstanding merit at 
reasonable rates; : 
(ii) free technical advice on horticultural matters; 
N 
(iii) concession of enhanced supply of canal water. x 
WATERLOGGING IN DISTRICT FEROZEPUR. 

*313, Sardar Bachan Singh: Wiill the Minister for Irrigation be o 
pleased to state the steps so far taken by the Government to remedy the iag 
state of affairs in villages badly affected by waterlogging in the district of 
Ferozepore? ' 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: 


Ludhiana Drainage Division with Moga & Fazilka Sub Divisions was 
opened during 1951-52 for the construction of various drains, a8 a measure 
to guard against water logging in the Ludhiana and Ferozepore Districts 
but the same had to be closed down later on for want of funds. 


The work on Salim Shah and Tarkhanwali Drains was started dur- 
ing 1951-52 and will be completed during the current year. 


Orig@al with; 
Punfjb Vidhan Sabha 
Dig zed by; 


Pan Site 


: @ 
d 
Original with; ¢ 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Digital Library 


Starred Questions and Answers (11) 27 


Proposals for setting up the Division to tackle the problem of water- 


logging are under consideration. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: Will the hon. Minister for Development 
be pleased to state the meaning of the expression ‘want of funds’? I think 
that funds are always sanctioned before any work is taken in hand. 


ACQUISITION OF LAND AT CHANDIGARH. 


*206. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Public Works 
be pleased to state :— 
(a) the rates per marla which the Government has paid for 


taking over land of various categories at Chandigarh ; 


(b) any further charges, including acquisition and development 
charges, incurred by the Government per marla of land ; 


(c) the price being charged by the Government per marla of land 
from purohasers of plots of various categories ? | 
Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 


(a) The average cost per marla of land acquired at Chandigarh 
is Rs. 6/4/-. 


The land falls into various categories viz. Barani Banjar, Ghair 
Mumkin and Abadi etc. As the prices of different categories of land vary 
from village to village it is not possible to give the price per marla of 
each category of land. 


(b) The total average cost per marla of land which will be incurred 
by the Government on account of acquisition and development 
is Rs. 104/8/-. 


(c) a) Residential. 
Prices of plots have been calculated as follows :— 
First 5 marlas @ Rs 300/- per marla. 
Next 5 marlas’@ Rs. 200/- per marla. 


ü Sore. 
Next 10 marlas @ Rs. 100/- per marla. 
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and thereafter for every additional marla at Rs. 100/- a 
per matla. i 


(b) Industrial. Will be sold by open auction on the basis of 
reserve price viz. Rs. 56/4/- per marla upto 10 kanals, 
thereafter Rs. 50/- per marla. 
(c) Commercial and Business. Will be sold by open auction on the 
basis of reserve price which has not yet been fixed. d 


THE STATE, 


*273. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Irrigation be 


a 
| 
ee Y i 
ELECTRIC CONNECTIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES IN X. 
| 
| 
pleased to state :— | 
| 


(a) the number of electric ccnnections district-wise given by 
_ the Government for agricultural purposes throughout the 
State during the years 1949, 1950, 1951 and since then 
upto date; 
(b) whether the agriculturists of Tehsil Samrala have been given 
such connections ; if not, the reasons therefor ? 
Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 


| 
i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
(a) The total number of electric connections districtwise given by q ! 
the Government for agricultural purposes throughout the 
State as it stood on 31-3-51 and forthe financial year 1951-52 h 
is given as under :— | 
Sr. Name of the = Connections Connections Total No. of | 
No. District. given upto given during connections ‘ | 
31-3 51. 1951-52. upto 31-3-52. Bi 
1 Amritsar. 73 29 102 | 
2, Karnal. 14 43 57 | 
3. Gurgaon. 9 4 13 | 
4. Ludhiana. 29 23 45 | 
5. Ferozepur. 74 32 106 
6. Jullundur. 42 149 191 
7. Gurdaspur. 45 24 . 69 
8. Kangra. _ = =e 
9, Ambala. 2 10 12 
Total. 281 314 595 | 
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` (b) No agricultural connection has been given in Samrala Tahsil. 
a ” The distribution system at Samrala is, however, ready but 

due to Ludhiana Substation being already overloaded, its 
electrification as well the tube well connection on it have 
been held in abeyance pending augmentation of the Grid 
. Substation at Ludhiana. 
P Sardar Wazir Singh: Will the. Minister for Irrigation be pleased 
to state when such connections will be completed in Ambala District ? 
S . Minister : Government is not in a position to give this information 
| at this stage. 
EMPLOYEES OF ELECTRICITY, BUILDINGS AND ROADS AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH SECTIONS OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
“294. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state: - 

(a) whether the employees in the Electricity, Buildings and Roads 
and Public Health Sections of the P.W.D., are considered public 
servants; 

a (b) whether the Service Rules are applicable to them; 
€ (c) in how many years do they attain permanence; 

(d) whether they are granted any Provident Fund; if so, at what 
rate; 

| 
x (e) the sick leave, privilege leave or other leave to which they are 
a“ entitled in a year; 
| (f) how many hours a day they are expected to be on duty and 
3 how much rest do they get every day; 
, (g) whether they are given any uniforms by the Government; 
7 (h) the arrangements for their medical aid, in case of accident or 
emergency; 
(i) the basic pay of of a sweeper in the Public Health Section? 
Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 
| (a) Yes. 
P 
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(Minister for Public Works] 
(b) Yes. 


(c) In the case of new appointments, the period of probation is 
two years while it is one year in the case of promotions from 
one class to the other. Employees are normally considered 
for confirmation after the expiry of the above periods as may 
be applicable to them. Confirmations are, however, ordered 
subject to the existence of permanent posts. 


The employees have recently been allowed the benefit of 


Revised Pension Rules framed by the Punjab Government. 
The applicability of the Punjab Contributory Provident Fund 
has been withdrawn from them, ‘They are at liberty however 
to subscribe to the General Provident Fund. 


(e) To employees who were in service on 31st December 1430, the 
old Leave Rules are applicable. These are contained in 
Para 8-73 of the C. S.R. Punjab, Volume, I Part I. 


To employees who were recruited on or after Ist January 1931, 
the Revised Leave Rules are applicable. hese Rules are 
contained in Paras 8-116 and 8-120 of the C.S.R. Punjab, 
Volume I, Part I, as amended fr om time to time. 


As regards the temporary Government Servants, their leave is 
regulated by Rule 8'133 of the C. S. R. Punjab, Volume I, 
Part I, as amended from time to time, 


In addition to the above average earned leave, every Government 
Servant in regular employee is allowed 20 days casual leave 
during a year. 


(f) So far as the clerical staff is concerned they are required 
to work for seven hours each day with an interval of half an 
hour for rest and recreation, on normal days. On Saturdays, 
they are required to work only for 34 hours i. e. 36 hours a 
week. 


As regards the Technical Staff, they have to work for the same 
number of hours as the clerical staff except the staff employed 
in Sub-stations and power houses where the shift duty is for 
eight hours each day with a day off each week i.e. 48 hours a 
week, 
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(g) No uniform is given at present to the technical or the 
clerical employees of the Branch. The question of grant of 
uniform so far as the staff which has to visit the consumers 
premises is under the consideration of Government, The peons 
and the Chowkidars etc. are of course given liveries according. 
to the Government Rules. 


(h} All employees of the Branch are entitled to free medical 
aid and treatment according to Government Rules on the 
subject. This concession is also admissible to their families. 
In case of accidents to technical staff, they are allowed com= 
pensation in accordance with the Workmen’s Compensation Act 
in addition to free medical aid and treatment. 


(ij) Not applicable to the Electricity Branch. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, I have just received a copy of the reply, and 
as the question is of the utmost importance, I request that a 
to this question may be postponed. 


Mr. Speaker: Yes the hon. Lady Member can ask the Supplemen- 
taries tomorrow. 


a MRR. somes, mine 


SCALES OF PAY OF ASSISTANT DRIVERS. 


*295. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Public Works be pleased 
to state:— 


(a) the reasons why the new grades of pay sanctioned since 
Ist August, 1951 have not been actually given effect to; 


(b) whether the Assistant Drivers are sanctioned the same 
scales of pay as is sanctioned for the drivers? 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: 


(a) No new grade of pay for Assistant Drivers has bee sanctioned 
by the Government. 


(b) No. 
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Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon. Minister has said that no new grade 
has been sanctioned. Is it within his knowledge that the Chief Engineer 
had informed these Drivers that their old grade had been revised? 

Minister; No new grade has been sanctioned. The question of 
revision does not arise. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Then I think that the hon. Minister has no 
knowledge of the facts, since he has recently assumed office. 


Mr Speaker: It is not fair or in order to make such a remark about an 
hon. Minister. 


ee eee 


PROVISION OF PROTECTIVE SIDE RAILINGS ON CANAL BRIDGES. 


* 312 Sardar Bachan Singh: Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state: 


(a) whether it is a fact that canal bridges are not, being provided 
with protective ‘ide railings in the State at present; 


(b) whether it isa fact that on 19th April, 1952 a bullock cart 
while crossing the bridge Ghalia Khurd tumbled down into the 


canal resulting in the death of one bullock for want of these rail- 
ings on the bridge; 


(c) whether suitable steps will be taken by the Government 
to prevent such accidents in future ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 


(a) All canal bridges are duly provided with either railings or 
parapets. 


(b) [t is not a fact that the bullock cart while crossing the bridge 
tumbled down into the canal for want of railings on the bridge, 
but in fact, the accident happened at a distance down stream 
of the bridge, due to the fault of cartman, when the bullocks 
went straight to the Branch to drink water and slipped in. 


(c) Does not arise. 
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` Sardar Bachan Singh : What does the Government intened to do, if 
7 a bullock of some farmers while crossing a bridge falls into the canal and 
dies for want of side railings ? 


Minister : I would ask the hon. Member first to read carefully the 
reply given to his question and then put a supplementary ? 


WIDOW HOMES INTHE STATE. 


7 
- * 296. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state t= 

(a) the number of Widow Homes in the State at present ; 

(b) the number of inmates of each Home ; 


(c) the annual expenses of each Home ; 


(d) the expenditure on establishment of each Home and percentage 
of expenditure Which is directly incurred on the inmates ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 
(a) The number of Women Homes in the State is five. 


y7 (b) The number of inmates of each Home is as follows:- 
t (i) Gandhi Vanita Ashram, Jullundur, 1,456 
(ii) Sewa Sadan, Jullundur. 197 
(iii) Mahila Ashram, Hoshiarpur. 1,418 
j (iv) Mahila Ashram, Karnal. 1,295 
(v) Mahila Ashram, Rohtak. 1,403 
(c) The annual expenses of each Home are:- 


(i) Gandhi Vanita Ashram, 
Jullundur. Rs. 4,36,000 


‘y | (ii) Sewa Sadan, Jullundur. = 58,000 
~ (iii) Mahila Ashram, Hoshiarpur. »» 4,25,000 
! (iv) Mahila Ashram, Karnal. »  3,88,000 

(v) Mahila Ashram, Rohtak. »  4,20,000 
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[Minister for F inance) a. 
(d) The annual expenditure on the establishment of each Home is san 
approximately :- d 


(i) Gandhi Vanita Ashram, Jullundur Rs. 26,009 


(ii) Sewa Sadan, Jullundur ji 4,000 

(iii) Mahila Ashram, Hoshiarpur i 26,000 $ | 
(iv) Mahila Ashram, Karnal. „24,000. ` . 

(v) Mahila Ashram, Rohtak. as 26,000 - 


94% of the total expenditure is incurred directly on the inmates. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister kindly state the percentage 
of total expenditure spent on widows expenses and the establishment of the 


camps separately ? 


Minister: I have already stated that 94 % of the total expenditure is 
directly incurred on the widows and the rest on the establishment of the 


camps. 


Shrimati Sita Devi : . Does the Government intend to make some 
arrangement for the permanent settlement of widows living in these camps ? 


Minister: That is being done. 


| Shrimati Sita Devi: What percentage of the total number of Widows 
| of these camps has so far been rehabilitated by the Government? 


| Minister: They are being given training in different crafts. 


| Shri Ram Kishan: May I know whether admission to these camps is =~ 
open even now to the destitute Widows or not ? | 


Minister : Itisopenin all the camps with the exception of the 
camp at Hoshiarpur. 


ee ee ee! E 


EMBEZZLEMENT CASE OF VILLAGE PANCHAYAT, HASSANPUR. 


*298, Shri Dharm Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister for Local Govern- 
ment be pleased to state: 


(a) whether it is a fact that an embezzlement of over Rs. 800/- was 
discovered by the auditor at the time of inspection in the 
accounts of Village Panchayat, Hassanpur, District Gurgaon; 
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(b) whether it is also a fact that the matter was also reported by 
the present Panchayat of the said village to the Government; 


(c) if so, the action, if any taken by the Government in th“ 
matter? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: 
(a) Yes. 
(b) Yes. 


(c) Shri Amin Lal, ex-Sarpanch and now a panch, has been re- 
moved from membership of the village Panchayat. Directions 
have also been issued to report against him to the Police for 
being proceeded against, for the embezzlement in question 
according to law. 


eT HE eer: SENN 


COMPLAINTS FROM DISTRICT BOARD TEACHERS’ UNION 
RE: IRREGULAR PAYMENT OF TEACHERS’ SALARIES, 


*60. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether he has received any complaints from District 
Board Teachers’ Union regarding the irregular payment of the salaries of 
the teachers in the State; if so, the action if any taken thereon? 


Shri Jagat Narain: 


Complaints of irregular payment of salaries to District Board Teachers 
were received from the following Districts:— 


_,jullundur, 
Hoshiarpur, 
Kangra, 
Rohtak. 


These complaints were received by the Secretary, Local Self Govern-° 
ment as also by the Education Secretary. 


Action taken. 


Delay in payment is largely due to the poor finances of the District 
Boards which have very little Reserve Fund and which have been adding 
to their liabilities as they have assumed responsibility for maintaining 
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[Minister for Education] 

increasingly larger number of schools. To help the District Boards in the 
regular disbursement of the Teachers’ salaries the Government grant from 
the last year is being given in three instalments instead of two. These instal- 
ments are issued in April-May, August and December. 


Action proposed. 


To ensure regular payments a proposal to give a permanent advance 
to District Inspectors of Schools equal to one month’s salary of the District 
Board Teachers is receiving the consideration of Government. The Govern- 
ment is further considering the creation of a District Educational Fund 
which will have the following sources of income: — 


(i) Grants from Government, 
(ii) Fees and Fines, 
(ii) Income from the share of the revenue of the Local Bodies. 
(iv) Public donation, if any. 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICES RUN BY THE GOVERNMENT. 


*61, Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the total amount of money spent by the Government on the 
purchase of Vehicles used for the Public Transport Services in 
the State; 


(b; the annual income to the Government from the Transport 
Services run by the Government? 


Shri Jagat Narain: 


(a) Total amount spent on vehicles 


upto 31st March, 1952, aes see Rs. 30,01,129. 

(b) Annual income (Not 
Profit) derived 1948-49 Rs. 1,15,966 
1949-50 Rs. 1,64,069 
1950-51 Rs. 5,72,036 
1951-52 Rs. 8,03,890 
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a Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether or not the figures of income given by him, include 
certain taxes, which other private transport companies have to pay ? 


Minister: The Government is not paying any Income Tax, etc. 
Therefore these figures include the amounts which would have been paid as 
taxes, if this had been a private enterprise. 


y x Shri Prabodh Chandra: What percentage of the total costs is the 
Government taking into account as depreciation ? I understand the private 
companies are allowed upto 50% of the total costs on this account ? 


Minister: The Government is taking into account 25% of the 
cost towards Jepreciation of machinery. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 
HOSPITALS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF POLICE STATION, 
KHUIAN SARVAR. 


96. ShriTeg Ram: Willthe Minister for Education be pleased to 
state :— 


(a) the total number of Government Hospitals in the villages under 
the jurisdiction of Police Station, Khuian Sarvar ; . 


(b) the yearly expenditure on all these Hospitals ; 


(c) the amount of money which is spent by the Government on 
sanitation per capita of the population of the villages ; 


(d) the distance from the villages Sherewala and Gumjal under the 
jurisdiction of the said Police Station to the nearest Govern- 
ment Hospital ; 


t 


(e) the number of new hospitals opened in the area under the 

jurisdiction of this Police Station in the last four years 

and the number of such hospitals that are expected to be opened 
during the next year ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) None. There are, however, 2 District Board rural dispensaries. 


| (b) Rs. 12,789 on the two rural dispensaries during the year 
j 1951. l 
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it Minis ter for Education] ds 
(c) Cost per capita on sanitating of a wellin village Nihal Khera, 
Police Station, Khuian Sarvar = 0°4 pies, Other sanitary 
Services are provided by the local body and no figures of 
expenditure from this source on sanitation are yet available. 


(d) Gumjal is 12 miles and Sherewala 11 miles from the nearest 
rural dispensary, Panjkosi. 


(e) No new rural dispensary was opened during the last 4 years, 
One is proposed to be opened at village Waryam Khera. 


VETERINARY, HO3PITAL UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF POLICE 
STATION, KHUIAN SARVAR. 


97, Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Development be pleased to 
state the total number of Veterinary Hospitals in the area under the 
jurisdiction of Police Station, Khuian Sarvar and which of these hospitals 
is at the shortest distance from village Gumjal and.the actual distance 
thereof ? 


Khuian Sarvar, Tehsil Fazilka, District Ferozepur, there is no Veterinary 
Hospital.. The nearest Veterinary Hospital from village Gumjal is at Abbor Y 
which is about 16 miles from that village. 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: In the jurisdiction of Police Station, 


MALUKPUR BRANCH OF SIRHIND CANAL. 


98. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister tor Public Works be pleased 
to state :-- = 


(a) the total number of days from Ist April, 1951 to 
| 3ist March, 1952 during which the Mulkpur branch of 
| Sirhind Canal remained flowing and the number of days during 
which water from the tail ofthis branch continued to flow in 
the Mogas of village Ganyal ; 


| | (b) the number of temporary Mogas allowed in the Abohar branch 
of Sirhind Canal during last year (from Ist April, 1951 to 31st 
March, 1952) and the number of those proposed during the 


period from Ist May, 1952 to 31st March, 1953 ? 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: Reply to this question is not yet 
ready, it will be supplied to the hon. Member in due course. 
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VILLAGE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF POLICE STATION, 
KHUIAN SARVAR. 


99. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Minister for Locat Government be 
pleased to state:— 


(a) the number of villages in the jurisdiction of . Police Station, 
Khuian Sarvar; | 


b) the number of Panches in the ATE of these villages 
together with the number of Harijans and cultivators not 7 
holding land among them ? 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: 
(a) 57. 
tb) Number of Panches is 164 out of whom:14-are Harijans. 


It is regretted that information is not readily available about the non- 
land-holding cultivators. 


ISSUING OF LICENCES OF ARMS INTHE STATE, 
100. ShriTeg Ram: Will the Chiet Minister be pleased to state:— 


(a) the grounds and considerations which are kept in view while 
issuing licences of arms to the public in the State ; 


(b) the number of people under the jurisdiction of Police Station, 
Khuian Sarvar who have got licence of arms at present and 
the number among them of Harijans and cultivators who are 
holding no land ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Licences for firearms are granted by District Magistrates 
to suitable persons according to statutory rule 31 of the 
Indian, Arms Rules, 1951. 


(b) It is not in the public interest to disclose the information 
asked for. 
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RIOTS AND QUARRELS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF POLICE 
STATION KHUIAN SARVAR. 


101. Shri Teg Ram: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state :-— 


(a) the number of riots and quarrels in connection with the 
possession of lands belonging to zamindars and cultivators 
and watering of fields which have occurred in the area under 


the jurisdiction of Police Station, Khuian Sarvar during 
May, 1952; 


(b) whether he will supply the following information about 
e each case: 


(i) on what date the rioting occurred ; 


(ii) the date on which a medical certificate was given by the 
doctor after examination and the section of the penal 


code which was mentioned in the certificate of 
injuries ; © 


(iii) the date on which the complaint was registered at the 
police station in each case ; 


(iv) the date on which the accused were arrested ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Four (2 in connection with possession of lands and 2 in 
connection with watering of fields). 


(b) A statement is given below. 


EE TED GT as. ower 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 
Agriculture. a 


Mr, Speaker: The question hour is over. We now procced to the next < 


item on the Agenda. [call upon the Minister for Development to move 
his motion. ' 


`~ 


Minister for Development: Sir, [ beg to move: 


BS 
That a sum not exceeding Rs. 58,13,300 be granted to the Governor to defray J 
the charges that have or will come in the course of payment for the year yo | 
1952—53 in respect of Agriculture. ad 
Mr. Speaker. Motion moved: 
That a sum not esceeding Rs. 58 13,300 be granted to the Governor to defray | 
the charges that have or will come in the course of payment for the year 
1952—53 in respect of Agriculture. 
I have received notices of the following cut motions in respect 
of this Demand, As usual, they will be deemed to have been moved. 
So the main motion can be discussed along with the cut motions. 
I invite Chaudhri Shri Chand to initiate the discussion. 
1. Shri Daulat Ram Sharma: That the item of Rs. 36,740/- on account 
of A—1 Direction —- Pay of Officers be p“ 
reduced by Rs 100/. . 
2. Sardar Chanan Singh: That the item of Rs. 75,000/- on account 
of E—2 (ii) Destruction of jackals and 
fieldrats be reduced by Re. nil. 
3, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. + 
4. Sardar Shib’Singh: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs, 100/-, 
5. Shri Rala Ram: That the Demand be reduced by Re 1/- 
6. Shri Abdu] Ghani Dar: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. 
7. Shri Samar Singh: | That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs, 100/-. 
8. Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. 
9, Shri Chandi Ram Verina: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/- 
e 
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= 10, Shri Maru Singh Malik: . That the Demand be reduced by 
i Rs 100/-. 
11. Rai Hari Chand : That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1/-. 
12. Sardar Achhar Singh: 
' 13. Sardar Chanan Singh; That the Demand be reduced by 
14. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Rs. 100/-. 
a. . 
» 15. Principal Harbhajan Singh: That the Demand be reduced by 
De Rs. 190 le 
> | m 
16. Shri Ram Kishan: That the Demand be reduced by 
| Rs. 100/- | 
17. Shri Badlu Ram: That the Demand be reduced by 
| . Rs 106/-. 
18. Shri Ram Kumar Bidhat: That the Demand be reduced by 
Re, 1/. 
19. Captain Ranjit Singh: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. l 
20. Shri Dharam Vir Visisht: That the Demand be reduced by 
yo Rs. 100/-. 
; i ; l . 
” 21 Shri Babu Dayal: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 10./. | 
- 22, Shri Balwant Rai Tayal: © That the Demand be reduced by 
ne Rs. 100/-. 
_ 23. Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/- 
24, Shri Lajpat Rai: That the Demand be reduced by 
. Rs. 100/- 
25. Shri Jagat Ram: | That the Demand be reduced by 
" | i Rs. 100/-. 
QN 
H 26. Shri Gajraj Singh Rao: That the Demand be reduced by 
E Rs, 21/- 
: 27. Shrimati Parkash Kaur: That the Demand be reduced by 
1 Rs .100/- 
8. Shri Daulat Ram Sharma: That the Demand be reduced by 
A Rs. 100/-, 
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29. Shri Chand Ram Ahlawat : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
30. Shri Sher Singh ; That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100/- 
31. Shri Jagdish Chandra: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 151/- 
32. Shri Bhagat Ram Sharma: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
33. Shri Abhai Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Re, 1/- 
34. Shri Bhagat Ram Sharma : That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100/- 
35, Rai Raghuvir Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
*36, Sari Lal Chand Prarthi : That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1/- 
37. Shrjmati Shanno Devi: That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 100/- 
88, Sardar Gurbachan Singh Attwal: That the Dem nd be reduced by Re. 1/- 
39. Shri Khushi Ram Gupta : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


40. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: That the De:nand be reduced by Rs 190/- 


41. Sardar Ajmer Singh : 

42, Sardar Gopal Singh Khalsa: That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1/- 
43, Sardar Shamsher Singh : 

44, Sardar Iqbal Singh : 


45, Shri Mool Chand Jain: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- | 
46. Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


47. Shri Gopi Chand : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
48, Shri Gopi Chand : That the emand be reduced by Rs. !L0/- 
49, Shri Teg Ram : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100|- 
50. Shri Gurdatt Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
51, Shri Mehar Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
52. Shri Dev Raj Anand: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) (Hindi): Sir, I wish to point out to 
hon. Members at the very beginning of my speach that I am not a big 


Zamindar. I am an owner of only forty or fifty Bighas of land and should not 
be misunderstood. As a matter of fact I would be the last person to bring 
about a conflict between the urbanites and the ruralites. What is more I am 
strongly of the view that the ruralites cannot thrive unless the urbanites 
are prosperous and vice yersa. Still I may have to say certain things with a 
view to hold the balance between these two sections of the people and these 
may very kindly be seen in their proper perspective. 
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Sir, it is a matter of common knowledge that the Ptinjab mainly le- 

pends upon agriculture for its income, the other two sources of income 
~ being vattle-breeding and servites:’ About ‘58 lakhs" of ' rupees have been 
œ earsmarked for Agriculture this year. I think itis nòt a very big sum 
, particularly, when.we keep' in view’ the 'manhér' in’ which money ‘has’ "been 
n: Spent in the-past on agricultural ‘purposes. Evén'‘in the’ “budgeted ‘amount 
„ before ps,nearly.90-% of this sum: is: to be! spent’ "by! way ‘df Salaries of 

_ officials of the, Agriculture, Depastment.:- This’’Department has till now 
brought abont no.improyement in the agricultural produte of'the State, and 
„thank God the tiller. or -the ,,cultivator.has not». emulated its’ example ! 
"Had he done so, not, only he himself but the, whole:State: would: have gone 

“ bankrupt, I have yet to see a Goyernment Farm which:shas ‘been”cultivated 
by ihe’ A riculture Department, and, has. shown profit: All- Government 
Farms have been ‘showing losses. It may not be out of place to give a 
concrete, example,hera and; I would quote the’case ‘df the Govetnmént Farm 
at Rohtak. , As the Agriculture; Department could ‘dot ‘ cultivate it without 

" showing | losses it had, to, be given.away to the tenants,’ And all this is so 

_ because the graduates, whọ are „turned: put fromthe Agriculture College 
“are not in, a Pesition . ‘to, gender. „any useful service: The-Collége ee 


' manufactures well. dressed “babusi’;, it imparts ao pci. training. 1") 
gh Ip it ee t IKEA a 


Now I would “like tô`pläce before this ` ‘august House pa facts ind 
figures aboùtť the ‘land’ and ‘the peoplé of ‘our „State and suggest 
as to,how the Agriculture Depattmeit tah helpi üs, ` The ia t of our 
plate is 1,26,41,205. Out of this rural ‘population is’ 1, 02 40, 1273 and the 
‘urban only, 24 lakhs..;This. means that'about ote‘croré and’ two lakhs of 
' people in this State :live on, Agriculture ‘as there aré’no otlibr meéan’s of 
livelihood in the rural areas,, „I may here give the ‘details 'f' these’ figurés 
which are as follows: To be exact 80,68,597 persons have no other means of 
livelihood than Agriculture! and: out’éf this nuinber 48'22,176 ‘persons till 
land with their own hands. a Ha enpa pe h > 
yi unlflinister for Development’: oi where has the hon,, Member.,got 


“yet 
sF vizs pao pioa 
salt 


these figures ? mee Hoe w q 


` Shri Sri: Chand :'' "These ‘are not my figures,, [These are the figures sup- 
plied, by, the. Government itself.’ 'T assure the Minister. that I will not, quote 
a wrong figure. The agricultural labourers number’ 9,65,777 and the rural 
lartisans '9,05,739. What I want, to drive atiis that with the exception ofa 
few lakhs iof-people*who earn their living by trade,,and...transport:-the vast 
majọrity,of the, rural agin lives mainly on Agriculture, va Sia et q 


vabe i” 


f 


1 Aftér'giving the figures of f population, I come -'to- land.’ 'We have in 
all ..1,6#;14,300' 'acréS of land in the State out of which 69,31, 596 acres are 
canal or well-iggigated. About 8° lakhs of acres are to. be irrigated, by,,the 


ith} fidis d 


schemes which have to be put through! 
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only 1*7 acres. 
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' În "this way, we, find that the total a area , of cultivable. land in our 
‘State is l 38,37, 746 acres. _ This means that the area:per head comes to 
about I 7 acres. ; Along with this, ĮI want to tell the House as to what’ is 
the total number of proprietors of land in our State. Their total strength 
‘is 25, 73, 300 out of which 14,18, 221 proprietors own. 5 acres or even less 
‘each, ‘In fact 5,86, 000 own 5 to 10 acres each. 3,07,000 own 10' to 20 dcres 
each. 1,38, 060 own 20 to 30 acres each. 78,000 own 30 to 50 acres each. 
14,000 own 75 to 100 acres each. 6,000 
own 100 to 150 acres each. and 2,(00 own 150 to 200 acres each. Only 
1,200. own 200 to 250 acres each. In the whole of the Punjab, there are 
only 21900 owners of land who have got more than 250 acres each. 


t 


My gjeti in giving these figures is'to show as to how far the present 
agitation, regarding the enactment. of, Tenancy Legislation in our ‘State, is 
justified. We have to see as to how many big zamindars there are in our 
State. ..I have no sympathy with big zamindars and if they have got very 
big holdings the Government cán take them over. But what do these 
figures show ? : They. show ‘that about one crore of land-owners in our 
State own less than 30 acres each. In other, words this is ,the number of 
families each’ of” ‘which’ owns ‘not more. than 30 acres of land. And as 
regards per “head ‘holding of land, I have already stated that it comes to 
Under these circumstances, it is sheer propaganda to say 
that the tenants are.. being victimised by the ldndlords.- ii As a matter of 


fact, keeping. in, view.-the, agricultural: conditions. that' obtain in‘our State, 
Tcan say that, tha,tenaney: Probie does't not’ exist here. ee 


+ 
w : eo. weg 
ys 4 i lp ite & 


“Minister tor Development : Why. WOITY | then P 


Gi xy G AG, 


Shri Sri Chand: Well, Sir, according to the Seaport of the Planning 
Commission, the ‘income of every family should be raised to 1 ,000 rupees 
per mensem. Even according to. , the estimate given -y,.our own Chief 
Minister, A is not ‘possible for a ‘person.t to. ‘pall, gn with less than 1,2€5 rupees 
pet Heneri = Then’ the Government , „imposes no income-tax on a person 
whose income is less. than Rs. 300 pet mensem. This. means that.no tax 
is imposed ‘onthe person whose’ annual i income does, not. exceed’ Rs. 3,600 
per annum. Under these circumstance, I request the hon. Minister to let 
the poor cultivators ,have: 300 „rupees ; itax free per mensem which'sum is 
allowed to other people and the, Government. can take away whatever 
additi:nal income is left with the cultivator. 
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Time and again, it is repeated here by Members on the Government 
side that they do not make any distinction between an urbanite anda . 
4 ruralite. If that is really the case, I see no reason why rural people should 
not be allowed the tax free income of Rs. 300 per mensem which is 
allowed by the Government to the urban people. To-day, we know that 
the yield per acre of cotton, wheat or any other crop in our State does not 
exceed ten rupees. As against this, we read in the news-papers that the 


É bulk of gold in our country has found its way into the villages. What is 
.. the reason for this phenomenon? The reason is this that whereas every 
par member of a cultivator’s family, from a child of 5 years to an old-man of 
g 80 years, works in the fields, their standard of living is very poor. They 


eat no fruit; they take no coffee and they refrain from indulging in 
beverages. On the other hand, eyi Work ‘hard i in Tie fields with empty 


stomaches and- lead’ a very austere life. 
eit.) OS GUE ote FOS ot a 


Mr, Speaker : ‘The hon. ‘Member. will. be allowed ten minutes more, 
Cnterruptions). . ak Ane hie. a a 


a 1 7 


| | Shri Sri Chand : I may tell my friends over'there that ‘the yield’ per 
acre, comes...to only’ ten? rupees ‘despite: the’’hard labour put in by the 
clutivator, If the income’ per acre is just ten ‘rupees, it means that 
360. acres will:be required to have ah annual income of Rs. 3,600. In other 

F, words, the Government should exempt the cultivator owning 360: acres‘ of 
land from any. pol 


Then, Sir; it has been asked as to why the zamindars do not give 
up this work if it is so unprofitable. The answer is that they cannot do 
anything else. In spite of these facts, it is being pressed that the ceiling 
on agricultural holdings ‘should be fixed at 30:acrées' or 50 acrés.: I see no 
reason why a‘person living in the cities should be allowed to own property 
worth even a crore of‘ rupees while 4 person living in the villages be debarred 


omn omar more ‘hait - or 2 acres ? ? o 
fa way fede eee ope PT et we si vf 4i 


Even ‘according to: the adana rights guaranteed únder” ‘the 

Constitution, everybody is-free to-own as ‘much property’ as he likes. It is, 
S therefore, strange that the „Government ‘should fix’ æ “ceiling “in the” case 
of agricultural holdings -and es no ‘Testrietions on i the ainolint of Parban 


a... property. which.a man can owni i | os me$ meo eR 


a tes 


| There is one e thing more to which I gant m draw. the. attention -of 
the House and that is this. The Government is on the one hand giving - 


š allotment orders to the refugees and on the other, it is asking the tenants 
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L Sapnu 2 s Me 
‘hot’ to leave that land. In" ‘my, district ‘8,000 acres of, land has bgen 
; aliotted to the refugees ; but along with | ‘this the ten nants are, told, not to 


WF Or T Uid 


À vacate “that land. ‘Similar i iş the case with regard to garden, colonies. The 


ele 


“land has been ‘allotted t to. the refugee and: owners. for this. purpose, bnt 


rye dhe 


“the tenants are ‘asked ` not to give up, possession § of the land., Asa matter 


1 
of fact when we hear the beautiful “speeches, of the, jade. Minister, we 


a IS af 


‘admire him,’ But when wi we Took. at his deeds, we, “do, not like him.. f wonder 
how his tongue which i is so sweet otherwise, uttered | bitter words,,the other 
“day” about the ‘cultivators, saying, that, they, were wormsiand,a disease. 1 I 
fail to understand as t to, how t the disease would end after 402 lakhs of 
cultivators, have been destroyed and killed, | Does. he not know, these. people — 
pay ‘Abiana, Land Revenune, Chowkidara, , Sales T ax, Logal Rates-and, many 
‘other taxes ‘to ‘the Covemiment | > Tti iş, these people. who contribute 17. crores 
of rupees out of the total revenue receipts of rupees 18 — Inspite of 
‘this faèt, tify hoh. Fiend has!!ithe ‘alidicity “to Uub these “cultivators , a 
disease which he wants to combat by giving injections. {would like to 
Point out that the zamindars, dig not get.these lands bypmaking ‘at request 
to .anybody,ar, by; turning, traitors.. to the,,gountey as was’done in Uttar 
Pradesh ; on „the. ,qther pand,, they gat. these piter: hard ‘struggles. -Tf, 
.therefore, an-effort-is made to deprive these people. —_ land, God knows 


‘what may happen. hered tipo ono oa DUONE SSSA 


I think in this way the Government is rerai ia a n 
{pmmunists, to,create- anther; Falingana- lərin ather Punjab. It is no 
axaggetasion to say that the present policy of ithe Government isi bound 
tq resulti, in; the greation of such; conditions at ,,.no distant datezit) When 
the poor zamindars approach, meand jrelate, their tales.of woe and: miseries) 
[frankly tell them to become tenants instead of remaining petty zamindars 
because, in, that.gase, they Ww ill, havema. fear afnejecstments. 2 srai 


i DETOX S iluy jw Oe. fs 0 43": oun Rice Oo) i 


Sir, I wish to enquire from the Minister whether he remembers his 
speech.,dated. the (28rd March, 1940r: ingwhich{ he advocated the abolition 
of, „the Betterment., Fee § iq. Hag his advocacy gone for-nothing ? Itis a 
matter wef deep regret that the Chief, Minister kept silentiwhen asked about: 
the fate af,the, promises held ayt,tojthe faymers and tillers regarding the 
reduction in ‘abiana’. Sir, I am surprised, tockaow that the Government 
readily paid a huge sum of money to twelve families on the plea that it had 
to fulfil’ promise, bút it if pity tiiath” promises in respect of | ‘abana | 
hévd'so fat'réniained u y-Hénoured - 
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Mr. Speaker: I would request the hon. Member to wind up within 
three or four minutes. (Interruptions). 


Shri Sri Chand: Sir, what I want to drive at is that the problem 
of tenants in the Punjab, does not exist at all. Both the landlords and 
the tenants are on one and the same level. But, by raising this issue, the 
Government seems to be bent upon ruining the zamindars. Mr. Speaker, 
I wish to point out and would rather like to sound a note of warning to the 
Government that this step-motherly treatment with the landlords would 
not carry it far. It will have to change its present line of action, otherwise 
it might lead to the spread of lawlessness in the State. Sir, it ;is an 
established practice that public opinion is elicited by the Government before 
bringing any law on the Statute Book. But I am constrained to remark 
that so far as the question of ‘ abiana’ is concerned, this practice was 
altogether ignored and the affected people were not consulted. 


Then I would like to refer to the matter of allotments and distribution 
of Shamlats. The ‘ Shamlats’ have been distributed only amongst 
‘< Maha jans’, ‘ Shahukars’......-.. 


Minister for Public Works: And also Harijans. 


Shri Sri Chand: Yes, the Harijans have simply been given “ chits’ 
which are nothing more than scraps of paper. Even in the Ministry of this 
State the Harijan Minister is simply a paper Minister, (psi afazz). 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should know that he cannot cast 
aspersions on any Member or Minister. 


Shri Sri Chand: I have said nothing which may tantamount to 
reflection on anybody. | = 


Mr. Speaker : Is the exoression *“ apr afart” not a reflection 
on the hon. Minister? He will, therefore, have to withdraw these 
words. 


Shri Sri Chand: Alright Sir, I withdraw these words, but at the 
same time wish to submit that a discriminatory treatment has been meted 
out both to the poor and the Harijans in the matter of allotments of 
land. | 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s time is over. I call upon Principal 
Harbhajan Singh to speak. 
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Principal Harbhajan Singh (Garhshankar) (Punjabi) : Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to congratulate the Minister for Development for the importance 
that he has been pleased to give to the question of Consolidation of 
Holdings. I feel that this is a step in the right direction. No doubt, the 
scheme was launched long before the present Ministry assumed office, but 
the speed with which the scheme is being pushed now would certainly 
result in the betterment of the State as a whole. Sir, with the exception 
of certain Patwaris, the endeavours andthe zeal with which the officers 
concerned are carrying on the work of consolidation are, indeed, commenda- 
able. Their devotion to duty and strenuous efforts to achieve the 
cherished object, have received approbation even from the masses at large. 
Almost all the Agricultural Assistants engaged in this task are fully alive 
to their duties. But despite all these qualities, I feel that they should be 
imbued with a missionary spirit in doing this work. 

There is no denying the fact that the responsibilities and work of 
an Agricultural assistant bear close resemblance to that of a teacher who 
has to put his heart and soul in the task of raising the moral and academic 
standards of students. I am, therefore, ef the opinion that Agricultural 
Assistants can achieve a lot in the accomplishment of this task provided 
they work in a missionary spirit and refrain from indulging in the 
bureaucratic intrigues. 


The Agricultural Assistants have been appointed on a 
reasonable salary in the grade of pay of Rs. 100-10-300, which is far 
better than the grade ofa teacher fixed by the Education Department. 


Then, Sir, I wish to say that the officials in the departments of 
Agriculture and Veterinary, whose confirmations are long over due, are 
still working on a temporary basis-many of them have not even been 
confirmed though they have put in a continuous service of more than 
15 long years. Sir, this is not fair. I believe that this sort of treatment 
impairs the efficiency of the Departments because the unconfirmed 
officials are always under the dread of being sacked any moment. I would 
request the Government to redress this grievance of these officials. Then, Sir, 
many atime it has been observed that after the completion of a training 
course of 5-G months, the trained persons are asked to wait for employment. 
This is not a satisfactory state of affairs. My submission, therefore, is that 
only those people be trained as are hkely to be absorbed in service after 
comp'eting their training. I would like to impress upon the Government 
that unless the officials feel safe and secure in their jobs, they can never 
bring to their work a sense of discipline and efficiency. 


Now I would refer to the campaign for the encouragement of sugar- 
cane crops It was really creditable but it was carried on to such an 
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extent that it adversely affected the cultivation of Sugarcane and 
ultimately the production of Sugar in the State. The fact is that as 
compared with the increased supply of Sugar, the demand has been 
comparatively low and due to this reason, the factories could not clear 
off the stocks. The situation is therefore worth taking notice of. I submit 
that itis the bounden duty of the officers concerned to take stock of 
the whole position and see that neither the cultivators, whose sugarcane 
crops are lying undisposed of, nor the mills are put to any loss and the 
production as well as the consumption of both the commodities is 
regularised. 


Another thing which I wish to refer to, is the distribution of good 
seecs amongst the zamindars, Sir, with a view to getting better and more 
plentiful crops, efforts-are no doubt being made by the department 
cocerned for the distribution of seeds, but the progress in this direction 
does not seem to be satisfactory. It has been observed that the farmers 
have to keep waiting for many long hours in queues which involves waste 
of their precious time which could, otherwise be usefully employed by them. 
I would, therefore, request the Government through you Sir, to arrange 
the supply of seeds in such a manner that zamindars are not put to any 
botheration and do not have to waste a lot of time in obtaining them. 


Then a provision has been made in the budget for the destruction of 
jackals and rats but no arrangements have been made for taking steps 
against the wild boars and wild cows that roam about and cause destruction 
tothe crops This matter, to my mind, also requires the immediate 
attention of the Government. 


Then, Sir, some success has been achieved in Bee Keeping, Dairy and 
Poultry Farming but I feel vigorous efforts should be made to popularise 
these cottage industries in the State so that the zamindars may supplement 
their income through these. Then I find that the Demonstration farms are 
mostly set up near the cities because it is difficult to open them at all the 
places on account of the large expenditure incurred on them. One of 
my hon. Friends has stated that most of such farms are running at a 
loss, I would ask the Government to see that they do not prove a losing 
proposition. Ways and means should be found to make them at least self- 
sufficient, if not profitable at this stage. My feeling is that if there is any 
loss it is due toa lack of proper management etc. If the Government 
wants the zarmindars to take advantage of these Demonstration Farms 
and follow their example, they should be made to believe, in practice that 
no loss will accrue to them by the introduction of modern methods of 
farming, demonstrated by these farms. I am sure otherwise tbe zamindars 
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[Principal Harbhajan Singh] 
will not care to adopt these methods. So, I would impress upon the 
Government the necessity of making these experimental farms successful. 


If the department has no funds for opening large number of such 
Demonstration Farms then it should seek the co-operation of the wealthier 


section of the zamindars who can afford to offer a portion of their lands 
for this purpose. 

This isan item of expenditure in the Budget for tbe purpose of 
importing hill grass from outside. Itis gratifying to note that the Govern- 
ment is trying to remove the scarcity of fodder in this way. But there is 
one submission which I would like to make in this connection. It has 
perhaps, not come to the notice of the Government that in some districts 
particularly Hoshiarpur the grass is going waste- because it is not being 
cut by anybody. The Muslims, who have migrated to Pakistan, used to cut 
this grass but now there is none to cut it. If arrangements are made 
by the Government for the cutting of this grass, this will result in twofold 
advantages. Inthe first place, this will go a long way to relieve the 
scarcity of fodder prevailing in Hissar and secondly its quality in the next 
season will improve. There is yet another matter which deserves the 
attention of the Government. It is that in the hilly and mountainous 
areas certain culturable lands are lying unoccupied because the displaced 
persons are not willing to go there, on account of the inferior quality of 
land. I would request the Government to try to find out ways and 
means by which lands could be brought under the plough once again. 


Then, Sir, one matter in which our Government has singularly failed to 
adopt protective measures in time is the destruction of the crop of mangoes 
in Hoshiarpur and other districts this year. The damage to the crop has 
been extremely heavy and perhaps the worst since last forty years or so. 
The Government should have taken steps to protect the mango crop 
under the advice of its Horticulture Experts. But it is regrettable that no 
satisfactory arrangements were made in this matter with the result that 
nearly the whole of the crop was damaged If somehow the Government 
was unable to do the job itself, it should have entrusted this work to the 
various Co-operative Societies. 


The last thing that I wish to suggest to the Government is that in 
such areas where no other arrangements for irrigation exist tube-well, 
shculd be sunk, so that it may give an impetus to the Grow More Food 
campaign. 

Sardar Ajmer Singh (Samrala) (Punjabi): Sir, It gees without saying 
that India is an agricultural country. But in spite of the fact that agriculture 
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is the main vocation ef the majority of the people we are not self- 
sufficient in the matter of foodgrains. We have to import 5 million tons of 
foodgrains from other countries every year and spend crores of rupees on 


them. Therefore the Government of Iadia and the Punjab Government 
should give priority to the production of foodgrains so that this drain on 


our finances may stop. Now we have to see what provisions the State 
Government has made with regard to this vital problem in the present Budget. 
In the report of the Planning Commission on Page 76 it is written :— 


That for 3 year previous to the year 1949-50, the area under cultivation 
in India did not increase but remained near about 167 million acres. Yet 
the production fell from 46°16 millions to 42'1 million tons. Our 
production of wheat maize etc. per acre is for less than the production 
in other countries of the world and perhaps our production is the lowest 
on an average per acre of land. 


On an average, we have three-fourths of an acre of land per 
individual. The conclusion that one naturally draws from this is that we 
should resort to intensive cultivation as we have not got enough land at 
our disposal. The Government should, therefore, pay more attention to 
this department with a view to stepping up production. I may submit that 
if we do not try to increase our production, our country can never hope 
to become self-sufficient in foodgrains with the result that whenever 
imports are disturbed either by war or some other reason there will be 
food riots in the country, and thus the peace of the country will be 
jeopardised. So the Government should carefully see what efforts are 
needed in this direction. | | 


Another thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the hon, 
Members is the condition of our cattle. It is a matter of common knowledge 
that at present the condition of our cattle is very bad. We should adopt 
measures to improve it. I amof the opinion that unless we pay proper 
attention towards our cattle wealth our nation cannot progess. 


In this connection I may point out that our 22 bullocks are aqual to 3 
bullocks of Egypt and our 10 to 20 cows yield as much milk as one cow 
in some of the Western countries. Thus one person’s share of milk in India 
on an average comes to 5 ounces a day while it should be at least 30 ounces. 
In other words the milk deficiency in India is 600 per cent. It is 
regrettable to note that for production of better breed of cattle, our 
Government pays very little attention. From the Annual Report of 
1950-51 of the Civil Veterinary Department, Punjab it is very clear that 
on 31st March, 1951 the strength of buffaloes/bulls was 3816 while the 
required number should be 14421. That is there was shortage of 10591, 
Similarly is the case of cow bulls, the position was as follows :-- 
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Present : -— 6871 : othe 
Required: — 10628 


Shortage: — 3751 


Well Sir, the figures which I have quoted Speak volumes. They 
indicate the poor condition of our cattle wealth and weak position of milk 
supply in the country. In other words the shortage of milk supply 


resulting from under-fed cattle and insufficient quantity of food-grains, a 
issued under the rationing scheme, to our people, are bound to affect their k 
vitality adversely. Itis no exaggeration that our people are seriously a A 


suffering from mal-nutrition, and the vitality of eur man-power is r 
deteriorating every day. It is high time that Government took tangible 
measures to stop this rot not only in our people but in Our cattle as well. 

It goes without saying that deterioration has set in our cattle wealth 

and the milk supply is decreasing gradually. It is common knowledge that 

milk is the main item of nutrition on which an agriculturist depends. If he 

loses this as a result of the present bad condition of our cattle, naturally 

he will be hit hard. 

His purchasing power is not such as to enable him to buy good 

cattle. Now-a-days even an ordinary cow costs about Rs. 250/. I am: 
therefore, of the opinion that Guvernment should give its undivided 
attention towards the improvement of our cattle wealth. I goa step still 4 
further and suggest that Government should deal with this proplem on a 
war or national emergency basis that is, on a non-oplitical basis. If it 
makes an endeavour to resolve this problem on the lines suggested by me, 
I am sure, it will be a step in the right direction It needs no mention 
that agriculture is of vital importance to our State as it is the mainstay 
of our people. >o I would say, even at the cost of repetition, that if 
this problem is tackled on proper lines, it will not only help in raising the 
standard of living of the zamindars in particular and the populace of the 
State in general but will also go a long way in affording relief to the 
refugees whose main occupation is agriculture. 


Now we have to see as to how far these points have been kept in view 
by the Government while preparing the Budget. A perusal of the 
budgetary grant under the Demand will show retrogression all round. 
The picture presented by the figures giv n in the Budget is simply ludicrous. 
The subsidy which used to be given by the Government during the previous 
years for sinking wells is now conspicuous by its absence. Its total 
stoppage does not bring any credit to the Government. Then a provision 
to the tune of rupees 20 lakhs was usually earmarked for supplying 
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manure to the zamindars, but now it has been reduced to Rs. 6 lakhs, 
This was a very useful provision as it helped the zamindars a lot in 
increasing their output. The matter does not stop here. Despite the fact 
that we have ample electric energy at our disposal, Government has failed 
to supply the same to the zamindars or in the rural areas for the establish- 
ment and development of cottage industries. Then it will take about 
eight vears to supply water to the zamindars for irrigation purposes 
a from the Bhakra Dam Project, but what has the Government done for this 
> intermediary period ? It has stopped the irrigation facilities which were 
easy of reach to the zamindars by discontinuing the grant of subsidy for 
sinking wells. Now what will be result of this action ? Naturally 
y production will be affected adversely and it will go down. 


As you are aware, Sir, there are three methods of making the ‘ grow 
more food ** scheme a success or helping the zamindars to step up produc- 
tion. The first is that Government should arrange to make the maximum. 
quantity of water available to the zamindars for irrigating their lands. 
It is immaterial whether the supply of water is made through tube-wells 
or by other means. The zamindars should get manure at the proper time 
and for that Government should give them subsidy for making compost. 
The third essential thing is the supply of good seeds. I am of the opinion: 
that if those suggestions are given effect to by the Government, the 

` production of food-grains will definitely be increased. But the difficulty 

is that Government brings forward such schemes as can never prove of any 

use to the people. Ot course a few henchmen of the Government do get 

some employment as a result of its schemes. I may be wrong in drawing 

this conclusion, but the fact remains that the schemes proposed by and 

intended to be taken in and during this year do not find favour with the 

people. For instance, there is a scheme involving an expenditure of 

= Rs. 33,510/-. The object of this scheme is to hold crop competitions at 
Village, tehsil, district and State levels, with a view to kelp the Grow More 
Food Campaign and thereby stepping-up food production. What is more, 
Government has, on the basis of this paper scheme,estimated that as a result 
of this scheme, the State will have an additional yield of about 20 lakh 
maunds of food during this year. But what is the incentive that is being 
offered to the zamindars in the shape of prizes? Only a paltry sum of 
Rs. 5/- or Rs. 10/-! Do my hon. Friends on the Treasury Benches 


a | think that for the sake of winning this petty prize the zamindar will go the 
” whole hog of incurring extra expenditure on manure, water etc. ? Nothing 
; of the kind ! That time is gone when the zamindar was prepared to lay 
down his life for a mere pittance. Now, Sir, let me just point out how 
this amount of Rs. 30510/- has been disbursed. An amount of Rs. 7,000/- 
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is noted in the Blueprint as pay of one Officer on Special Duty (Crop 
Competition) in P. A. S. Class II at Rs. 575 per mensem in the grade of 
Rs. 250-25-550/25-750 with increment from Ist November. Then a sum of 
rs. 4510/- is set aside as pay of the establishment, which includes one 
Head Clerk, two junior clerks and two peons. Apart from this we find 
that other items like the Travelling Allowance consumes Rs 3,000/-; 
Other Allowances and Honoraria account for Rs. 5140/-. Propaganda 
and Publicity and other Contingencies respectively come in for Rs. 7860/- 
and Rs. 3,000/-. It will be seen that this huge amount is to be expended 
in reality in the name of the Crop Competition Scheme and not in financing 
it. The whole amount is to be consumed by the establishment. The 
rea! object of the scheme is to be achieved by raising funds in the form 
of fees. In other words Government is not spending anything from its 
coffers‘ to award prizes to the zamindars. The money realised from 
zamindars as entry fees will be returned to them in the shape of prizes. I 
feel that the interests of the zamindars would have been served better, if 
the Government had given this amount of Rs. 30,510/- to the zamindars in 
the form of such help as would result in stepping up food production. As 
I have stated already, the zamindars need to be enthused or given an 
incentive to increase their produce. Government should formulate schemes 
aiming at this objective and be practical in its outlook. But the difficulty 
is that it believes and wastes money on imaginary, hypothetical or paper 
schemes, just as it hopes to have an additional production of foodgrains to 
the tune of 20 lakh maunds as a result of the Scheme of Crop Competi- 
tions ! 


Now I would like to draw the attention of the House to the 
Krishnamchari Report. I am of the view that if the Government had made 
any provision in the Budget witha view to giving a practical shape to 
the recommendations contained inthe Krishnamchari Report, then things 
would have been different. The food production would definitely have been 
stepped up. I would just read out a few extracts from that Report for 
the enlightenment of the House. The report says.- 

Agricultural production cannot be increased unless the peasent is given an 
incentive This can be done only by assuring to the agriculturist 
minimum prices for agricultural crops. The Government of India should 
make a declaration of policy to the effect that they will take steps to 


ensure that prices are not allowed to fall below a minimuw level. 


I think if the Government takes steps to assure the zamindars that 
they will reccive the maximum return for their crops, there is no reason 
why our food production should not go up. It is common knowledge that 


b Vidhan Sabha 


Wb Digital Library 


-Tee 


} 
| 
i 


a 
Original with; 
Punjab Vidh Sabha 
Digitized by; 
Panjab Digital Library 


Agriculture ` (11) 57 


despite the fact that the Government of India imports food-grains at a 
higher price and sells to the people at a lower rate, thus undergoing a 
loss to the tune of crores of rupees, we hear a great hue and cry that 
prices of foodgrains are still bigh and that they should be brought down. 
I, therefore, suggest that if the Government holds out a definite assurance 
tothe zamindars that the prices of the food-grains would not be 
allowed to go down beyond a certain limit and that they would be paid 
the highest price according to the prevailing rates, then I have not a 


shadow of doubt that our food production would be increased to a very 
considerable extent. 


Then, Sir, there is another item of Rs. 184,000/- earmarked for 
Agricultural Demonstrations and Propaganda including Public Exhibitions | 
and Fairs. The object is to help the Grow More Food Campaign. But as 
the title of the scheme indicates, the whole amount will go to meet the 
salaries, etc., of those persons whom Government wants to provide, and 
the real object will be lost. I would again ask the Government to be more 
practical and realistic while formulating schemes regarding increase of food 


production. I have again to refer to the Krishnamchari Committee’s 
recommendations. 


Launching cf Village Extension Schemes, renamingof the Crow More 
Food Campaign as Rural Improvement Scheme, re-orientation of the 
campaign so as to rouse mass enthusiasm, utilisation of non-official 
Jeadership in carrying out schemes, assuring of floor prices by 
Government for agricultural crops in order to give incentive to farmers, 
greater emphasis on minor irrigation ...... are among the other maia 
recommendations. 


I hope Government will be well-advised to take advantage of this 
report and endeavour to translate these recommendations into practice. 
This is bound to bear good fruit. 


Then. Sir, the more I peruse the schemes formulated by Government 
In the name of stepping-up of food production, the more I feel exasperated, 
because they are more or less paper schemes. Let me just point out how 
money is being squandered by the Government. A sum of Rs. 2,000/- is 
set aside for the production of literature. Then a sum of Rs. 7,000/- is to 
be spent on the production and purchase of films etc. Then Rs. 1,000/- 
account for models, Rs, 30,510/- for Crop Competition Scheme and 
Rs. 1,84,000/- for intensive cultivation scheme. I feel that this is a sheer 
waste of money. 
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I request the Government not to waste this money but to utilise it 
in such a manner as may result in the good of the villagers and others. 
Instead of doing this work for the sake of propaganda, the Government 
should aim at achieving real results. Unless the method of doing this 
work is changed and proper attention is paid to the necessity of improving 
cattle wealth in the State, agriculture cannot make any headway with 
the expenditure under this Head. Now, Sir, the Veterinary doctors have to 
play a very important role in the improvement of the cattle wealth of our 
State. After passing the faculty of science examination, these doctors have 
to study in the Veterinary College for four years. But when they join 
service, they are given the meagre salary in the grade of Rs. 100-10-300. 
Their status is so low that they fight shy of telling other people that they 
are veterinary doctors. Formerly their grade of pay was Rs. 100-10-3°0. 
In 1945, it was reduced to Rs, 80-7-200 but afterwards it was again 
brought to the old level. I have got the figures of scales of pay of 
Assistant Sub Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors and other officers of the Police 
department with me. A comparative study of these shows that while, the 
grades of other officers have been increased, the Veterinary doctors continue 
to be prid at a very low rate. The Government is spending Rs. 2 lakhs 
annually on the Veterinary College and the lowest qualification for 
admission to that College is F.Sc. but since the grade of pay of 
Veterinary doctors is not commensurate with their position, they cannot pay 
proper attention to their work. I hope Government will consider their 
case sympathetically. | 

Well, Sir, if the cattle wealth in the State improves, people will get 
more milk and agriculture will flourish. It this matter does not receive the 
proper attention of the Government, all its other schemes will prove useless. 


Sardar Rajindar Siagh Gyani (Rupar) (Punjabi): Sir, since times 
immemorial it has been commonly believed that agriculture is the best 
vocation. Trade has been regarded as the second best and service as the 
lowest of all. Begging, of course, is the worst thing to do. 


In the world generally and in [ndia and this State in particular, 
agriculture occupies a place of great importance. It is due to the fact that 
the lives of all the human beings as well as the cattle depend upon it. No 
Government department can do any useful work, if there is not sufficient 
food in the country. It is, therefore our duty to devise methods for 
producing the maximum quantity of foodgrains from the agricultural land 
which we have got inthis State. ‘lo achieve this object we should have 
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good and healthy cattle, who play a very important part in the production 
of food. I therefore, feel that when we seriously think of bringing all the 
available land under cultivation, we should also pay proper attention to our 
cattle wealth. Till the adoption of mechanised farming in our State, it is 
necessary to attend to both these things. Then, Sir, it is a matter of 
pride that the Agriculture Department contains the most highly qualified 
officers. A number of officers in this depirtment have obtained doctorates 
after passing the Master of Science examination. The lowest qualification 
possessed by other officials is the Bachelor of Science. But it isa pity that 
while this Department is staffed with most highly qualified officers, their 
salaries and powers as compared with those of the members of the I. C. S., or 
I. A. S. working in the Secretariat or Civil Supplies offices, will be found to be 
the least of all. The officers of the Agriculture Department have a lower 
status as compared with other officers, I hope the Government will do some 
thing to remove this disparity. 


Then, Sir, while spending the money provided in the demand under 
discussion, we have to look at the condition of the land and have to ensure 
that it leads to increase in production, In this connection, I am reminded 
of a cartoon which L saw in a newspaper sometime back. In that cartoon 
it had been depicted that the water issuing from a large water-outlet was 
reduced to a drop in the course of its passage throuzh different Stages. 
I am afraid that the same thing might happen with the money provided 
for improving agriculture in the State. If we examine any item. under this 
demand we will find that a major portion of the money is spent on the 
Salaries of high officers. What is more aconsiderable amount out of what 
is left is used up on the salaries of other staff and establishment. 
Thus very little is left for the benefit of the lands. What advantage can 
the cultivators possibly derive under these circumstances? Ina this 
connection, [ wish to make a suggestion. Now the Government arranges to 
supply bricks, steel and cement required by the cultivators, who want to 
construct wells, through the Civil Supplies Department. If it entrusts this 
department with this job, I think, it willbe able to accomplish this task 
better. In factin two or three years it can hope to accomplish what 
otherwise under the present system might take ten years. 


Then, Sir, I wisi to say a few words with regard to the Grow More 
Food Department. Huge sums of money were advanced for this work by 
the Central Government and the Provincial Government also spent a 
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considerable amount out of their revenues, but the result has not been 
encouraging. Under the scheme a fleet of Jeep-cars was purchased, a large 
quantity of petrol was consumed and Tehsil Committees Sub-Division 
Committees and District Committees, were constituted Perhaps there 
were soine Provincial and All India Committees too. Then the persons 
who were appointed as members of these Committees were laymen like 
myself, who did not know much about land and cattle. Instances have 
come to my notice where cultivators increased production through their 
own efforts but in the Government records the increase was shown as having 
been achieved by the Grow More Food Department. 


So to my mind any expansion or extension of the departments like 
the one as the Grow More Food Department cannot serve any useful 
purpose. The desired object namely, increase in food production can only 
be achieved through giving every possible facility with regard to manure, 
seeds and implements. I can say from my personal experience that the 
facilities so far extended to the peasants are inadequate More is done in 
heory than in practice. About two years back my brother needed badly 
some quantity of seed for sowing the gram crop. He told me that his 
minimum requirement was 34 maunds. Feeling that this was not a very great 
quanity and the department would be easily able to supply it, I approached. 
the Agricultural Assistant concerned. But, to my great astonishment, I was 
told that the maximum quantity of gram seed that could be given to us 
was 20 seers. Having never purchased anything in the black-market, I 
was in a fix as to what to do. The result was that we had to be content 
with. 20 Seers of gram seed and sow masri in the remaining area. What 
I mean to say is that if it is desired to increase production the peasant 
should be given every thing he needs cement and bricks for sinking wells, 
iron and steel for repairing implements, stud bulls to improve the breed 
of cattle and good seeds and manure to improve the yield of crops. The 
rest should be left to him. He does not need guidance and advice of 
the Government Ofticials; he knows his job better than any body else. 
By this own initiative he will bring about agricultural improvement. 


Then, Sir, much of the money being spent on the extermination of 
noxious weeds such as pohli can be saved if the Government gets the 
existing law so amended as to provide for the imposition of fines on 
those farmers who neglect it just as the Forest Laws provide for the 
imposition of fines in eases where cattle strays into the prohibited area. 
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i If similar powers to impose small fines on the farmers who neglect to 
`- remove pohli or provide pits for manure are vested in the officers of the 


Agriculture Department, I am sure, this is bound to have a good effect. 


Dairy farming is an industry subsidiary to agriculture and if it is 
also promoted along with agriculture, there will be plenty ot milk and ghee 
in this State and the health of the people will improve a lot. So I suggest 
that those people who have taken to this industry privately or want to take 


. to it should be sufficiently encouraged. 


Mr. Speaker: One minute more. 


Sardar Rajindar Singh Gyani: All right, Sir. One more suggestion 


and I will finish my speech. At present arrangements for the supply of 
-seeds certified and approved by the Agricuiture Department are, in fact, 


made by the Civil Supplies Department. The dyarchical system is very 
defective because the Civil Supplies Department entrusts this work to some 
licensees who keep back much of the good seeds and supply adulterated and 
worthless stuff to the zamindars. Therefore, Sir, I would urge that the 
iresponsibility for the supply of seeds should rest solely with the Agriculture 
‘Department. 


Shri Chand Ram Ahlawat (Jhajjar) (Hindi): Sir, as you are aware, 
debate on this demand for Agriculture was opened by Shri Sri Chand, Leader 
of the Zamindara League. In the course of his speech he gave us a fairly 
comprehensive picture of the agricultural conditions prevailing in our 
State, the distribution of population, its divisions into urban and rural and 
then the various sections of the rural populationi tself, namely, zamindars, 
tenants, labourers and artisans. He also gave us facts and figures about 
the acreage of different kinds of land and the money that has been provided 
in the Budget for agriculture. 


But, Sir, it is a thousand pities that while doing this, he forgot tha 
since the days of the British regime and even after the attainment of 
independence a very large part of the revenues has been continued 
to be spent on agriculture. Even this Budget is  pro-agriculture. 
Taking shelter behind the slogan of ‘ ours is an agricultural country ’ 
ail other people except those engaged in agriculture have so far 
been continued to be neglected. It is time the hon. Minister realised 
that the Zamindars or the cultivators are not the only people who 
have returned them to power and they have duties towards other sections 
of the rural population as well. Ihave to remind them of all these facts 
because they are once again becoming too much agriculture-minded. For 
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years we have been hearing them say that the ownership of the entire land — 
will be vested in the village communities. People are ripe for this agrarian © an 


reform since long. They would have even welcomed a revolution. But 
nothing has been done so far in this direction. True, agriculture being 
the basic and the key industry cannot be neglected, but what I want to 
stress is that it should not be allowed to be monopolised by one section of 
the people only. Whatever land reforms are introduced, the interests of 
those who are neither owners nor regular tenants but who depend on land 
for their living should not be ignored. ‘hese reforms should not be such + 
as to throw out of work this section of the rural population, I mean the < 

agricultural labour. In spite of the fact that so much has been spent on 
holding the meetings of this Assembly and its various Committees and our 
visits to Simla, we have not so far been able to solve even one problem, 
namely, how to save the tenants from forcible ejectments and from the 
dreaded unemployment. The result is that under the regime of this 
Congress Government people are being thrown out of work. The legislation 
that has been enacted in this connection has made matters worse for the 
Harijans and others who formerly used to supplement their income by manag- 
ing to get a strip of land for cultivaion on Batat basis from some zamindars 
whether big or small. Now no body is willing to give them even an inch 
of land for cultivation on this basis. I am astonished to note that our 
friend, Shri Sri Chand while speaking in this House to-day did not sketch 
the same picture of the condition of Harijans which he had drawn in his 
paper ‘ Jat Gazette’ ina series of articles under the caption ‘ Haryana 
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Zamindars and Harijans °. 


Then this benign Government has provided a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 only 
in the Harijan Education Fund. The population of Harijans in this State — 
being about 25 lakhs, this means that the Government is spending not more 
than 14 or 1ł annas per head on the education of Harijans, Is this 
the way they are going to uplift the Harijaz community ? 


In connection with the Grow More Food Campaign, a piece of 
legislation known as the Punjab Utilisation of Waste Land Act was passed. 
With a view to implement the provisions of this Act, it has been publically < 
announced that if the Zamindars will not try to bring under cultivation sap 
waste land this will be handed over to the Harijans. We welcome this 
announcemet most heartily. 


Then, Sir, it needs no mention that land is a natural gift and therefore 
it must vest in the community as a whole. I think, it would be better 1! 
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the land is nationalised. The farming on individual basis must be abolished 
and it should be done on co-operative lines. In this way the productivity 

of the soil would increase through joint efforts. I may sound a note 

of warning to the Government that if land reforms are not introduced in 

the Punjab, there will be a great discontentment among the masses and 

this might lead to an upheavel like there was in China where a failure to -7 
teform the agrarian system was the main cause of the revolution. 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punjabi): Sir, I may point out at the 
very outset that the Government has been very stingy in the allocation 
of funds for agriculture. I had already anticipated this and my feeling is 
that whatever amount has been provided in the Budget would not be 
rightly spent for the development cf agriculture in the State. The 
outstanding example of the misuse of the budgetary provision consists in 
the fact that the Government has provided the sum of Rs. 2 4 lakhs for 
the employment of the C. I. D. staff to remove deep discontent and 
dissatisfaction amongst the rural people. This shows that the Government 
intends to remove this growing unrest of the peasanty through the C. I. D. 
staff or in other words, it has perhaps thought it fit to entrust the work 
of Agriculture to the C. I. D. We also see that the relations between 
the landlords and the tenants are strained and clashes between them are 
taking place now and then. This indicates that the Congress Government 
has failed to tackle the tenancy problem effectively and to the satisfaction 
of the people. It is following a repressive policy against the tenants and 
has also resorted to firing on several occasions in order to curb the growing 
unrest prevailing in the villages. On the other hand the landlords are 
obsessed with the idea that the Government is going to confiscate their 
lands. Though the Government may profess that it is safeguarding the 
rights of the tenants yet I have ieceived telegrams from Panipat that a 
large number of tenants has been forcibly evicted out of lands extending to 
1,500 acres and that they are in a helpless state. How can there be 
development of agriculture in our State when the real tillers of the soil are 
turned out of their lands? These people cannot put their heart and soul 
to increase the productivity of land unless they are given an assurance 
that they shall never be disturbed from the land they are occupying. 


There exist 25,86,000 acres of culturable waste land and 18,66,000 acres 
ef fallow land, that is 44 lakhs acres of land in our State. If this land is 
allotted to the tenants or Harijans for cultivation there can be a considerable 
increase in the production. But the pity of it is, that the Government 
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has never considered distributing this land to the, tenants. Secondly, the 
land left by Muslim evacuees has been allotted to the diplaced persons 
from Pakistan who are not assigned to one permanent place, with the 
result that they cannot cultivate the land properly and get satisfactory 
produce from it. I am of the view that unless Zamindari is abolished 
there cannot be any improvement in agriculture. The magic of ownership 
will turn the land into gold. Ifthe peasant is made to feel that none 
will deprive him of land or share the produce, the reward of his hard labour 
with him.then I am sure he would put in his best efforts to develop it. But 
what we find today is that the Gevernment, by its policy, notwithstanding 
its declarations, is trying to deprive the tenants of their land. About 
8,000 tenants have already been evicted out of their land and I have 
reasons to believe that 20,000 more tenants will be displaced as a result of 
the Government’s announcements. The result of such large scale eject- 
ments is the growing unrest among the tenants. 


Besides this, Sir, the Government has made a provision in the Budget 
for the killing of monkeys, who damage crops of the Zamindars. I may 
point out that widespread damage has been caused to the crops in the 
district of Hoshiarpur and particularly in Una tehsil. I think it would 
have been much better if the Government had granted licences for arms to 
the Zamindar so that they could protect their crops from the depre- 
dation of the monkeys. | | oe 


Then, Sir, I would say a few words about the Government Agricultural 
Farms. Here the land is cultivated by tractors. There are serious 
allegations against the officers of the Government Agricultural Farm that 
they purchase old tractors and pass them off as new ones. This is not 
all. Even bogus bills are prepared in which the wages of 100 persons are 
charged whereas 50 persons are actually engaged for agricultural work. 
This tainted money is distributed amongst the officers themselves. I have 
in my possession many letters showing how these officers of the Agricultural 
Farms are a party to these serious malpractices I would suggest that a 
committee be constituted consisting of the members of this House to make 


enquiries into this matter. Then, Sir, Jeeps have teen provided to the. 


Agricultural Assistants for the purpose of agricultural demonstrations and 
propaganda among the peasants. Sir, if you were to know what propaganda 


these officers do in the countryside, you will be fully convinced that the. 
Money spent on the purchase of these jeeps has practically been wasted, 
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Sometime back I happened to be in a village and I heard a song which was 
being broadcast in the jeeps which are meant to make demonstrations and 
do propaganda among the villagers. It was like this— 


gug Wie faa afat aa, ZUA a UE Aa F | 
Vat Ho fant 3d Stet eal Bt Ha HS 3I 


Sir, you may yourself judge from this obscene and objectionable song the 
value of the propaganda of the Agriculture Department done for popularis- 
ing the modern methods of farming. It will be seen that the records 
played in these jeeps, instead of doing any good to the Zamindars are 
bound to influence them morally and sentimentally. Such songs tend 
to create adverse effect upon the impressionable minds of the young folk in 
the villages who sometime cannot easily shake off the improper influence of 


such songs. 


Then, Sir, the sum of Rs. 3 lakhs has been ear-marked for imparting 


education in agriculture. But may I ask how many agricultural schools 


have been opened by the Government in the State ? In fact Government 
has not devoted any attention to the matter of imparting education and 
knowledge to the Zamindars regarding the modern methods of agriculture 
and the latest agricultural devolopment made in other countries. Punjab 
is predominantly an agricultural State and yet agriculture is a depressed 
industry here. The Government should make every effort to improve 
agriculture on which depends the prosperity of 80 per cent of the 
population. In the end, I would submit that the Government should 
allocate adequate funds for the development of agriculture in the State 
and should see that its officers exercise strict vigilance and contro] over the 
expenditure and do not allow the money provided in the Budget to be 
misused in any way. I would say that the hon. Members who have been 
returned from the rural constituencies and are sitting silent on the 
ministerial benches are not serving the cause of kisans. Sir, I cannot help 
expressing my apprehension that the amount provided in the Budget would 
be spent mainly on the salaries of officers of the Agricultural Department. 


Shri Rizaq Ram (Rai) (Hindi): Sir, our State urgently stands in 
need of agrarian reforms because 80 per cent of the population depends 
upon agriculture for its living. There is no doubt that assurances are 
held out by the hon Ministers that the Government will do its best to 
improve the lot of the agriculturists in the State but still I wish that the 
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Government had addressed itself to this task more seriously than it has 
~ done so far. 


Mr. Speaker, with your kind permission I wish to place 2 or 3 points 
before the House. The Punjab Tenants (Security of Tenure) Act, 1946, 
has worsened the relations between the zamindars and the tenants. It isa 
matter for regret that the tenants instead of being afforded any protection, 
are being ejected from their lands. They previously used to supplement 
their income by managing to get a strip of land for cultivation on Batat 
basis from some zamindars but now they are unable to get any land for 
cultivation. The result is that these poor people are being thrown out of 
work, I, therefore, request the Government to enact some legislation to 
save the tenants from forcible ejectments. Their co-operation with 
the zamindars will)surely result in augmenting food production in our 


State. 


Then, Sir, my hon. Friend Chaudhri Sri Chand has complained that 
the Government has some schemes up its sleeves to deprive the zamindars of 
their lands. 1 do not. think, Sir, that there is any such legislation under 
the contemplation of the Government by which it wishes to nationalise all 
the lands. Had there been any such legislation under consideration of the 
Government, he would have been justified in making such remarks. 
According to his own words there are 25 lakhs owners of land in our State. 
Out of this number about 14 lakhs are in possession of less than 5 acres of 
land each, about 5 lakh possess 10 acres of land each and thus about 
19 lakhs of cultivators are such as get land for cultivation from other 
zamindars. 


The tenants are in distress and stand in immediate need of protection 
for their rights. Out of the total number of 25 lakhs zamindars about 
2 lakhs are big zamindars each of whom is ın possession of about 30 acres 
of land. They practically do nothing and enjoy the fruits of the labours 
of others. They give a very small share of the produce to the tenants 
whose children and women work day and night in their fields. Chaudhri 
Sahib while not caring about the interests of 20 lakhs of people of this 
State who entirely depend upon land wishes to plead the cause of 2 lakhs 
of parasites. He wishes to let the things continue as they have been in 
the past. ‘Sir, if this state of affairs continues, I am afraid, the people 
whom Mahatma Gandhi wanted to save from ruination and who have 


no other source of eking out their living, would be reduced to abject 
penury. 
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Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi): Sir, the hon. Members on 
the Treasury Benches, during the course of their speeches, complained that 
the Opposition Members made criticism only for the sake of criticism 
and put forward no constructive suggestions. Sir, on the other hand the 
Opposition Members have got this grouse against the Ministers that, except 
making propaganda speeches, they do not even care to listen to the useful 
suggestions made from this side of the House. I am sure, Sir, that a good 
deal of economy could be effected had the Government listened to the 
constructive suggestions made by the Members on both sides of the House. 
But, the Chief Minister, while making his speech, stated that this 
was, in fact, indicative of a conflict between the haves and have-nots. 


Well Sir, the criticism made by us was that the number of Ministers 
was large and should be reduced but this point has been conveniently 


-ignored by the Chief Minister.. The Minister for Development is the only 


person upon whom we depend and trust that he would do something good 
for the rural people. Sir, a very important subject is under discussion 
today. It becomes all the more important because 85 per cent of the 
whole population in our State depends upon Agriculture, and because about 
85 per cent of the State Revenue is derived from the villages. Sir, it pains 
me to see that crores of rupees are being spent on the import of foodgrains 
from the foreign countries. I feel that if this huge amount of money had 
been properly utilised for the development of agriculture, this country 
would have abounded in foodgrains and the necessity for importing the same 


from abroad would have been obviated. 


Sir, in this connection I may submit that the Grow More Food 
Scheme, which the Government had launched in this State, was nothing 
short of a fraud played on the public. Even the Government has admitted 
that it has served no useful purpose. As a matter of fact this scheme has 
become notorious for the colossal waste of Government funds, It should 
be immediately scrapped. 


_ Through you, Sir, I want to impress upon the Government that the 
problem of increasing food production is of vital importance to our country. 
It is of no importance that certain Officers be provided with Jeep cars or 
given certain allowances. It is important that we should create an 
incentive amongst the public to produce more. For this purpose Sir, I 
want to impress upon the hon. Minister for Development, that it is 
very necessary that the Zamindars should be paid the maximum price 
‘or their produce. But what we find in practice is that the reverse is 
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happening. The Government purchases wheat from the zamindar at 
Rs. 13-8-0 per maund and sells it at a Government Depot at Rs 16-8-0 per 
maund. The middle class people purchase it at that rate because they are 
obliged to do so. But the pity of it is that the zamindar is not given the 
full return for his produce. Sir, I want to remind my hon. Friends sitting 
on the Treasury Benches, that in our Parliament, during the discussion on F 
the Budget, it had been said that the criterion of price of a commodity 
rested upon two things ; the first being the cost of production and second 
the standard of living of the producer. Sir, nobody can deny that the 
standard of living in the Punjab is higher than anywhere else in this 
country ; the cost of production is higher, too. I therefore, hope, Sir, that 
the Government would take steps to create an incentive amongst the 
zamindars to step up production by giving them the due return for their 
produce. To my mind this is the most important factor in the Grow More 


Food scheme. 


Then, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government to the 
consolidation of holdings scheme, which is not working satisfactorily. It has 
been found, Sir, that the rate of consolidation fee charged by the Govern- 
ment from the poor zamindars is much higher than the actual cost incurred 
by the Government on this work. I, would, request the Government to ~ 
charge as consolidation fee only its actual expenses from the poor 


zamindars. 


Then, Sir, it was stated by the Government that it could not make 
this scheme a success for want of sufficient trained staff. I think this 
difficulty can be obviated if the Government utilize its Revenue staff by 
giving it the necessary training for some time. It is already paying 
salaries to the Patwaris and other Revenue staff working throughout the 
State and it will not have to incur any additional expenditure by switching 
them over to the consolodation work. By doing so the Government can 
simultaneously start the consolidation work all over the State, and 
accomplish it sooner. In this connection [ want this fact to submit that a lot 
of interference is being made from Simla by the higher Officers in this work | 

Sadie 4 
and this hampering the progress of consolidation of lands in the State. 
‘Lhe consolidation officers are not permitted to exercise their discretion in 
the execution of the work and this sometimes affects the output of the 
work very adversely. I would quote an instance for the information of the 
hon. Minister fur Development Recently the consolidation staff working 
in Tehsil Samrala in Ludhiana District, completed its work in that Tehsil 
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and it had to start the consolidation work in Jagraon Tehsil in the same 

as District. But no definite instructions were given to it regarding the village 

= m from which it had to start working in that Tehsil. Since the Consolidation 

Officer was not permitted to use his own discretion in the matter, he 

telegraphically requested the Headquarters for instructions and had to 

wait for a reply. The result was that 61 Patwaris had to sit idle for 

am some days. I, therefore, request the hon. Minister for Development to give 

. carefu] consideration to this matter and allow the Consolidation Officers 

to use their own discretion in the execution of the work, so that they may 
be able to finish their work quickly. 


One thing more to which I want to draw the attention of the hon. 
Minister for Development is that the staff of the Department of Agriculture, 
posted at the District Headquarters is not doing any useful work. 
Already two or three hon. Members preceeding me have criticised the 
working of this staff. This staff which consists of one Extra Assistant 
Director, some Agricultural Assistants and some other junior officials has 
proved of no utility to the public. Similarly the Demonstration farms have 
not been able to serve any useful purpose for the public, 


We find, Sir, that a poor zamindar who is not the least equipped with 
the modern agricultural implements, is able to produce the same quantity 
of foodgrains per acre as these expensive farms are producing. I therefore, 
request the Government to give up the present Demonstration Farms 
and in their place appoint mobile Demonstration Staff which may give 
demonstrations in modern farming in every village and impress upon the 
zamindars the desirability of making use of the modern agricultural 
implements with a view to increasing production. Then, Sir, Government 
can better help the zamindars by supplying them with seeds of good 
quantity. I hope, Sir, that if the Government is able to do all this, a 
zamindar who has got his land consolidated and who can afford to purchase 
a tractor for tilling his land, can add much to the production of foodgrains. 
Further, Sir, my feeling is that if my suggestions are accepted by the 
Government no additional expenditure will be involved and yet the 
i rural populaticn will be enormously benefited. 


Another thing that I want to mention is that the officials of the 
Depariment of Agriculture, posted at the District Headqurters seldom tour 
' their beats and simply issue orders while sitting at their Headquarters. 

What they do is this. They constitute Committees of the people of their 
p areas and call their meetings at the Headquartes. This is the reason Sir, 
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“why they lack practical knowledge of their work. Let me tell the hon. 
Members my personal experience regarding this affair. Three or four days 
back, I attended a meeting of the District Grow More Food Committee at 
Ludhiana. In that meeting, I enquired from an official representing the 
Agriculture Department, the number of Tube-wells, installed in the District 
under this scheme and the number of Agriculture Farms opened. But to the 
surprise of all the gentlemen, present in that meeting, that official failed 
to give even this much information. At this the Deputy Commissioner 
ordered the officer in-charge of the Department, working there, to supply 
the required information immediately and directed him to regularly submit a 
weekly report of the progress of the work done by his Staff. 


i Then, Sir, it goes without saying that the entire population of the 
rural areas depends upon agriculture no matter whether an individual 
owns one kanal or one acre of land. Itis a thousand pities that whereas 
in rural areas every land-holder is subjected to land revenue, the pople 
working in the urban areas are not required to pay income tax on their 


income upto a certain limit. 


So I will suggest that the land revenue should be fixed on the same 
basis and principle as the income tax ot course, nobody should object if the 
big landlords are subjected to heavy rates of land revenue. 


Sir, we often hear that the Government of this State is the Government 
of the tillers of soil. But I feel that it must do a great deal before it can 
earn this name. I ask the Minister for Development why a Finance 
Corporation has not been established for the benefit of the cultivators 
when one could be so easily set up for the development of industry? Is 
it not strange to find that an agriculturist cannot be given more than 
Ks. 500 by way of loan for taccavi whereas an industrialist can get a loan to 
the extent of Rs. 50,000. Since agriculture is equally of vital importance to 
the State, I would request the Government to provide the tillers of the 
soil the same financial facilities as are being enjoyed by the industriatists 
and traders. 


Now I come to the consolidation scheme. l think that the consolida- 
tion scheme as it is being put through will not be of much avail to the State. 
It may help us temporarily but after two or three generations land will 
again have been distributed among our descendants and they will be faced 
with the same trouble as that which confronts us to-day. To my mind 
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a permanent remedy lies in co-operative farming. This system of farming 
will entail less expenditure and bring much larger profits than the cultivators 
may have ever made. I would request the Government that it should 
try this experiment in a few tehsils or districts and then introduce it in the 


whole State in case it is found satisfactory. 


Shri Jagat Ram Bhardwaj (Hoshiarpur) (Hindi): Sir, I am glad to 
find that the Minister for Development happens to be very sympathetic 
towards the zamindars. This means that agriculture will greatly improve 
in our State. Still I wish to make one or two submissions. 


The first thing of which I wish to make a mention is the Co-operative 
Bank at Hoshiarpur. It will be recalled that this Bank had to leave 
investments in the form of deposits in the Central Co-operative Bank at 
Lahore. Cousequently it has nothing to offer to the zamindars by way of 
loans to help them. Neither the Punjab Government nor the Government 
of India has come to its rescue and it is in a miserable state bordering upon 
bankruptcy, Therefore I would request the Minister for Development 
that he should persuade the Government of India to recover the capital 
of this Bank from Pakistan. However, if it be not possible for the 
Government at an early date then the Government of India or the Punjab 
Government should do something to help this Bank. A large sum of 
over Rs. 50 lakhs of this Bank has been locked up and it is made to pay 
a good deal by way of interest to the depositors even when it does not 


itself earn any interest at all. 


The next point relates to our lands and crops in the Hoshiarpur Dis- 
trict. Lands in the Hoshiarpur District are being eroded and rendered useless 
by the action of ‘ chos °. The mango crops are being destroyed by ¢ tela’ 
and other crops by wild animals which have multiplied in large numbers 
after the partition as the evacuee lands left by Muslims have turned into 
Jungles. Something should be done immediately to stop the havoc which 
is being wrought by the ‘ chos °’ and the erosion in general. I am pained 
to say taht the reclamation work which is being done in my district is far 
from satisfactory and is being carried on at the same slow speed at which it 
was done scores of years ago, This state of affairs should not be allowed 
to continue any longer and the the Government should take steps to see 
that its officials do the work which is entrusted to them, properly. Then 
officials of the Agriculture Department are required to do the work of 
demonstration and advertisement. But I fail to see as to what is being 
demonstrated or advertised by them. They have, infact, nothing to 
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demonstrate or advertise. They had been given oxen and carts and servants 


to carry modern implement to the villages for purposes of demonstration 


but fortunately or unfortunately now there are no implements which are 
to be carried to the villages. The oxen, their carts and the servants are 
being used by the officials for their private purpose. The fact is that the 
Agricuture Department has become a pasture ground for the officers. 


Minister for Development: Will the hon. Member please give a 
concrete example. 


Shri Jagat Ram Bhardwaj: I can give you examples. As far the 
Demonstration Farms, they are decidedly doing no useful work. Then, I, 
also wish to say something about the statistics which are supplied by the 
Agriculture Department. The Prime Minister of India stated at the States 
Food Ministers Conference that 70 lakhs tons of food were required to 
meet the food deficit whereas we agreed with difficulty to get 50 lakh tons 
from abroad but only 40 lakh tons were actually obtained. Does not this 
mean that over two hundred crores of rupees would have been wasted for 
the extra 30 lakh tons if the statistics of this Department were relied upon ? 
As a matter of fact Shri Kidwai was absolutely correct when he said that 
no reliance could be placed on these statistics. Who can believe that 
16.89 ounces or half a seer of milk is made- available for every Punjabi 
every day? But the statistics of this Department say so! Obviously 
such misleading statistics can be of no avail to the State, nor will any 
useful purpose be served by acting on a wrong hypothesis as is being 


done now. 


There is one thing more which has surprised me a lot. Jt is the 
provision of Rs. 50,000 for the destruction of wild animals such as jackals, 
bears and wild cows. It is surprising that on the one hand, the Government 
is providing money for killing the wild animals and on the other, arms 
licenses are being cancelled by the local authorities. Again in those areas 
it is now proposed to form Shikar Clubs with a view to protecting the wild 
life. I would request the hon. Minister to look to the interests of the 
people of the Hoshiarpur District. If the ‘chos’ and their concommitant 
harmful results in that District are controlled, I am sure, it will be a step 


towards the prosperity of our country. 


Shri Gajraj Singh (Gurgaon) (Hindi): Sir, while discussing this 
demand regarding the Agriculture Department, we have to see whether the 
work that is being done by this Department is proving useful to the 
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zgamindar or not. If the Departme. is only trying to imitate England in 


this respect, then I think its method 1s absolutely wrong. Such an approach 
cannot serve any useful purpose. As a matter of fact this Departemnt 
is acting on mere bookish knowledge which has no connection with the 
realities of the situation. This fact 1s amply borne out by the way in 
which Agricultural Demonstration Farms are being run by this Department. 
Every Government Farm is running at a loss. If the cultivators were to 

a follow the example of those Farms, they will be ruined on account of the 
_ huge losses that they will have to incur. In that case, it will be better 
hints for them to leave their lands and go and live in the deserts, 


Now there are two farms working side by side in Gurgaon. One is 
the Government Farm and the other is the Farm of the school boys. In the 
former, a tube-well has also been sunk at a cost of Rs. 40,000. Besides 
this, it has goed bullocks and it enjoys many other facilities, which are 
not within the easy reach of the common cultivators. But inspite of all 
these things, this Farm does not produce even four maunds of food- 
grains. On the other hand, the School Farm which works under dis- 
advantages as compared with the Government Farm, produces more food- 
grains than the latter. 


Then it has been said that seed of a better quality was supplied to the 
cultivators of the Gurgaon District. In this connection, [ may point out 
that not a grain out of the seed supplied to the cultivators last time by 
the Department, germinated. But the Department has still large stocks 
of that defective Bajra seed, in its godowns, Even the Grow More Food 
Committees which my hon. Friend on my left dubbed as Committees of 
the flatterers, advised the Department not to issue that Bajra seed. At 
this the Extra Assistant Director of Agriculture replied that it had been 


notified that 50 per cent of the seed did not germinate. Is it not 
cruelty to the cultivators who ere supplied seeds of such low quality ? 


I think instead of giving them such bad seed it would be better if they are 
administered poison. After all this seed can be utilized as food-grains for 
the purpose of human consumption in places like Delhi. It is not necessary 
that it should be used for sowing purposes. 


Minister for Develpoment What sort of seed is the hon, Member 
oe. refering to? 


bia 


Rao Gajraj Singh: I am referring to the Bajra seed which was 
supplied in our District. Even the Deputy Commissioner and the Kevenue 
Assistant admitted that the seed was defective. 
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Minister for Development > When was this seed supplied ? 
Rao Gajraj Singh: Last year. 


Minister for Development: The present Government has been in 


office for the last two months. The hon. Member should talk of the 
current year. 


Rao Gajraj Smgh: Butit was only about two months ago, that 
the department notified that that seed did not germinate. 


In other countries, which have made considerable progress in the 
matter of agricultural production, the officers of their Agriculture Depart- 
ments are the men who are thoroughly acquainted with the farm life and the 
practical side of agriculture. The zamindar who is himself engaged in 
agriculture knows every thing regarding the sowing of crops such as Bajra, 
Jowar, wheat etc. As against this, officers of this Government are mostly 
the persons who have never had any opportunity of working on the farms. 
Their appointment is made on the basis of academic qualifications only. 
The matter is made still worse by the fact that while they lack a practical 
outlook they do not try to see the conditions obtaining in the villages. If 
they go on tours, they stay in rest houses where they hold meetings of the 
villagers and talk to them regarding manure and ammonium sulphate. 


Now let me tell the House about the experiment of ammonium 
sulphate manure which was carried out in Palwal Tehsil. Iam told by the 
people of that Tehsil that unless in the second year they used 14 times the 
quantity of ammonium sulphate which they used in the first year, the yield 
of crops decreased. This was also the view of the Grow More Food 
Committee of that tehsil and it was sent in writing to the Government. 


Now I come to another thing which is of a fundamental importance, 
36 Tehsils have been selected for the Grow More Food scheme. These 
Tehsils are mostly cunal irrigated, and no Barani areas have been included 
in these selected Tehsils. This is a wrong basis, because I know that in 
a particular Tehsil where the water level is at a depth of about 60 yards, 
one lakh bags of Bajra were produced The canal irrigated Tehsils have 
been selected for the Grow MoreFood Schemes not because the purpose 
was to increase the production of fcodgrains, but because something 
would certainly grow in those Tehsils on account of their being canal 
irrigated. I therefore, reiterate that the basis for the allocation of the 
Grow More Food schemes is quite wrong. Now of course, the Government 
has realised that this campaign has not proved a success. It will be 
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better if it starts spending money on small schemes, such as the construction 
of small dams which would irrigate about 200 acres of land each. Such 
small schemes are rejected on the ground that these are too small to be 
considered on a Government level. Even the All India Congress Committee 
has now said that small schemes should be preferred. I would request the 


hon. Minister to keep in view small schemes and if he does that he will 
also keep in view small persons. 


The next point which I wish to mention 1s about the Consolidation 
of Holdings. 


Minister for Public Works: May I know whether the item of 
consolidation, falls under the Demand for Agriculture ? 


Deputy Speaker: As Mr. Speaker has already allowed many of the 
hon. Members of the House to discuss the question of Consolidation of 


Holdings in to-day’s debate, I see no reason why the hon. Member should 
be debarred from discussing it. 


Rao Gajraj Singh: Sir, I feel constrained to remark that injustice is 
being done to the inhabitants of those villages, which I have the honour to 
represent here. The Patwaris and the Girdawars have joined hands 
to commit atrocities on these poor people. My. hon. Friend. Shri Babu 
Dyal also knows full well how the poor peasants have to waste a lot of 
money merely on the submission of applications. They have to pay heavy 
fees to the petition writers. But in spite of it all no heed is paid by the 
authorities concerned to these respresentations and their voice remains 
just a cry in wilderness. 


Sir, I have made a reference to consolidation because this subject is 
linked up with Agriculture, Well, Sir, I can, say without any fear of 
contradiction that the object of the Consolidation Scheme will be achieved 
only if the work is carried out in right earnest at every stage. 


Then I want to enquire from the Government through you Sir, as to 
what are the achievements to its credit in the sphere of research, of which 
it could feel proud ? I want to know how many people have been given 
training in modern farming? May I know what progress has been made 
in respect of Demonstration Farms? Sir, I do not think that the officers 
who are themselves unacquainted with the actual working in the fields can 
ever discharge their duties well. I am, Mr. Speaker, myself a bonafide 
farmer and know...... : 
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Minister for Development: Yc. are a bogus farmer, 


Rao Gajraj Singh: Yes, as səgus, as my hon. Friend himself is, 
(laughter). Well, Sir, I was submittiuz that being a farmer myself, I have 
got a wide experience of Agricultura. Farms, I make bold to say that as 
comparec with the officers engaged oa the Demonstration Farms and those 
posted at headquarters, I am better acquainted with the ins and outs of 
agriculture and farming. Sir, you will be surprised to know that once 
when I asked a technical question regarding agriculture from a responsible 
officer of the Department, he was unable to reply to it. This is the standard 
of their ability and their grasp over the subject ! Is it nota glaring instance 
of nepotism, namely, that the people who do not even possess elementary 
knowledge of the subject are appointed to such responsible posts? Sir, I 
am confident that only those persons who till the lands with their own 
hands are better equipped with the Tchnicalities of the subject than these 
officers and, therefore, in the end I would suggest to the Government that if 
it is desirous of seeing the Department making headway in the domain of 
Agriculture, then only those persons should be appointed as Director or 
Assistant Director of Agriculture, who possess practical knowledge in the 
field of Agriculture. | 


Sardar Partap Singh (Mallanwala) (Punjabi): Mr. Speaker, you are 
aware of the fact that India is predominantly an agricultural country and 
particularly the State of Punjab is considered to be its granary. But the 
position is that the methods and implements employed at present in the 
process of cultivation are not too effective to record any substantial 
produce, Theresult is that we have to face occasional conditions of 
scarcity and famines in our country. Sir, even the President of India, 
Doctor Rajendra Prasad, also dealt with this point in his Address, which, 
he delivered to the Parliament the: her day. He says ‘‘A primitive and 
medieval agriculture produces recur‘.ng famines in our State.” 


It is, therefore, of paramount mportance that with a view to achieve 
concrete progress in the field of agriculture, to accomplish the real object 
of the Grow More Food Scheme and, above all, solve the acute food 
problem of the country modern methods of cultivation will have to be 
adopted, These methods undoubtedly entail heavy expenditure. I admit 
that with the limited resources at its disposal it isnot possible for the 
Government to make such large investments in this direction; yet there 
is no gainsaying the fact that at the same time it is the bounden duty 
of the Government to.come to the aid of each individual cultivator as far 
as possible. 
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Sit, it has been observed that at present, subsidies and taccavis are 


being sanctioned only for the purpose of sinking tube wells. But just for 
comparison, let us see what is the state of affairs in the neighbouring State 
of Pepsu. The Government of Pepsu has really adopted a verv 
commendable policy in the matter of providing relief and facilities to the 
tillers. A good deal of financial aid is being given to the Co-operative 
Societies formed by groups of cultivators for the purchase of tractors and 
other agricultural implements. Therefore, I suggest to the Government 
through you, Sir, that witha view to obtaining larger yields from our 
fertile lands, it should encourage the cultivators to use scientific methods of 
cultivation and for this purpose extend financial assistance to them liberally. 


Sir, more often than not it has been stated that Punjab has got large 
food reserves to meet any eventuality, but this fact should not make us 
blind to the need of adopting measures to increase food production of the 
State. I am of the opinion that the Government should not slacken its 
efforts in this direction because it is an acknowledged fact that the quantity 
of food production in our State is mainly dependent on the weather 
conditions i. e., if the rains are favourable, there are good harvests, 
but if the rains fail, the crops fail, too. Therefore, keeping these facts in 
mind I would request the Government to make endeavours to put the 
present system of agriculture on scientific lines and instead of throwing 
the zamindars ‘at the mercy of the God of rain, it should sink tube wells, 


instal pumping sets and make available tractors and other scientific imple- 
Sir, at this stage, let me make it clear to the House 


ments in cultivation. 
fully conversdnt with farming. 


that being a cultivator myself, I am 
I would, therefore, ike to put forward some constructive suggestions for 


the consideration of the Government. 


In our State many tracts of land have ‘been rendered unfit for 
cultivation due to wa ter-logging and saline. Sir, Government must adopt 
effective measures to combat the increase of water-logging and reclaim 
these lands for the purpose of cultivation. But I am constrained to 
remark that the Department of Agriculture has not, so far, taken any 
measures in this regard AS a matter of fact, water-logging and saline 
occur mostly in the areas irrigated by Canalwater. This water casuses 
the sub-soil water level to rise, which ultimately results in water- logging 
and saline. The natural process of evaporation when the sub-soil water 
containing, sulphate and other salts reaches the surface of the earth leaving 
behind the saline is sometimes retarded with the result that land where this 


happens becomes unfit for cultivation. With a view to preventing this 
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happening it is necessary for the Government to sink tube-wells in those 
areas and reduce the supply of canal water. Sir, [ am confident that 
the tube-wells will go a long way towards bringing down the sub soil water 
level and help in making the level fit for cultivation. It is possible that 
discontinuation of supply of canal water may cause resentment among the 
the zamindars, but I think that if effective propaganda is carried on to 
make the people concerned realise that this measure is being taken for 
their own benefit, they would surely extend their whole-hearted support 
to the Government in this task. 


Then, Sir, as you are perhaps aware, the manure is the most precious 
wealth of the cultivators. It is common knowledge that it is generally 
wasted by them recklessly— perhaps out of ingnorance. There in no 
denying the fact that if the manure is used properly, it helps to increase 
the production manifold. [ think that the Health and the Agriculture 
Departments of the Government can impart very useful education 
to the tillers in this respect. The pity, however, is that the 
officers of these departments are not paying due attention to this matter of 
vital importance Sir, according to areport of the Department of Health, 
3,24,000 manure pits are alleged to have been dug, but I have no 
hesitation in saying that this report is absolutely incorrect. My 
suggestion, therefore, is that suitable propaganda should be carried out in 
the villages so as to bring home to the peasants and tillers, the impor— 
tance of manure and in this regard Panchayats can be of considerable help 
in the accomplishment of this task. So this work should be entrusted to the 
Panchayats in the villages. Those Panchayats that do good work should be 
rewarded so that others may be encouraged. 


Another matter, which deserves serious attention of the Goverment 
is with regard to the destruction of crops by wild and roaming animals. 
Certain unserviceable cattle are also let loose by the people and they go 
about destroying the crops in the fields. The religious sentiment that 
prevails among the masses stands in the way of killing such animals with 
the result that a considerable amount of damage is caused to the crops. 
Thus we have to face a shortage of foodgrains and fodder from time to time. 
I think the Government should make adequate arrangements to save the 
crops from the ravages of these animals. 
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As regards the Grow More Food Campaign the suggestion of having 
competitions in the growing of crops is quite sound and it should be 
welcomed by all sections of the House. I may point out that I do not 
stand here just to criticise the Government for whatever it 
does. I see that certain good things have been done by the Goverment 
and they should be continued. I am sorry that very recently the 
experiment oi holding crop competitions has been slackend. This should be 
vigorously continued as it gives impetus to the Zamindars in their efforts 
to improve their crops. The award of prizes and medals will have the 
salutary effect of creating a competitive spirit in them to produce more. 
It is natural that if one farmer produces more the others try to beat him 
by producing even more in their desire to win the medals or certificates. 
If we study the psychology of the unsophisticated farmers we find that 
they have an ambition to win these certificates or medals. My submission 
is that when those who help the Police in the investigation of crimes are 
given prizes, why should the same practice be not introduced by the 
Department of Agriculture for those who produce more? The villagers 
are very fond of medals and prizes. Then, Sir, the hon. Chief Minister 
said: 


l am ready to give all possible help to the industrialists. 


In my opinion he should have promised such help to the agriculturists 
also. If the tillers of the soil are given all the necessary facilities there is 
no reason why production should not increase. I am strongly of the view 
that if our Government follows a wise policy for the encouragement of the 
farmers, our country will not only become self sufficient in foodgrains but 
also will be in a position to export to other countries of the world. With 
these words I resume my Seat. 


Sardar Mohan Singa Jathedar (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): Sir, with 
your permission, I wish to submit before the House my views on Agriculture. 
It is a well known fact that before partition our State was deficit in 
joodgrains but now it has become surplus So the allegation that the 
Department of Agriculture has not done anything worth the name does not 
appear to be borne out by facts. If the allegations were true how could 
the deficit be turned into a surplus? I think, the Department is doing 
Certain good things. In the first place I can say with confidence that in 
the matter of meeting the locust invasion, the Congress Government with 
the help of its officers did such an excellent work as no other Government 
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could do under the circumstances: As a result of these efforts made by the 


Government, our State was saved from scarcity condition of the magnitude 7 
= Li 


which prevailed in Bengal a few years ago. 


i Well. Sir, there are four accepted essentials which can lead to 
: agricultural progress ina State. They are consolidation of lands, irrigation 
facilites, supply of good seeds and the supply of manure But there is yet 


| another essential which to my mind is needed most-I mean, the encourage- Æ 

| ment in proper form to the tillers of the soil, So long as the agriculturists ™ 
are not givn any encouragement, there can be no improvement in aon 
production. | p 


i Let me explain what I actually mean by encouragement. The 
promise that was held out for effecting a reduction in abiana should be 
| fulfilled and I do hope the Government stands by it and will keep its word. 
This will certainly give a stimulus to the farmers. 
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Another point on which some of my hon. Friends sitting on the 
| Treasury Benches, have laid stress is that land revenue be assessed on 
| the Income Tax basis. I am in complete accord with this view. I would also 
| ‘like to suggest that instead of continuing present system of land revenue the 
| Government should realise its dues on the inome tax basis. This will 
| also give an impetus to the agriculturist to increase his produce and there < 
| by his income 


As regards consolidation of holdings of land, I admit that the scheme 
is quite good but certain shortcomings have existed in its execution, I can 
say from my own experience that some patwaris who have been entrusted 
with this work are quite inexperienced and inelficient. Most of them do 

~ not know how to mark out a Square or an acre of iand for the purpose of 
consolidation. Moreover, there are certain officials of the department 
occupying positions of responsibility who have had no experience of 
revenue work throughout their service. Some of them were serving in the 
Rehabilitatioi Department from where they were pushed on to the work 
of consolidation of holdings. I know of an officer who has a reputation | 
among the officers of the Punjab Government that he is very efficient and 
experiened in the work of consolidation but it is unfortunate that his d 
{ 

| 


services are being utilized somewhere else. 


Minister for Development: I wish to inform the hon. Member that the 
person he is hinting at has already been appointed for consolidation work. 
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Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar: I congratulate the Minister for 
— having done so. Well, Sir, what I want to say is that if the Government 
>». 4 fails to give proper attention to the matter of consolidation of holdings, 
things are bound to go wrong. I suggest that the Government should 
formulate a definite scheme and strictly enforce it with a view to putting a 
stop to the evil of corruption which is rampant in the department. If this 
evil is not nipped in the bud, then corruption will spread like a wild fire 
in the department and it is possible that it may beceme uncontrollable. In 
this connection I perfectiy remember that in a certain village lots for the 
mæ consolidation of holdings were drawn six times and yet final decision has 
not been taken so far. The reason is that whosoever offers illegal gratifica- 
tion to the officials concerned gets the decision, already arrived at by lots 
disturbed and then again lots are drawn. It is natural that some inferior 
land must come to the share of somebody in a village. But what happens 
is that the aggrieved party bribes the officer and gets the previous decision 
annulled and new lots are drawn. So this vicious circle goes on. 


Minister for Development: Will the hon. Member please name that 
village? 

Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar: The name of that village is ‘Alia’ 
and it is situated near Nagoke. 


Minister for Development: I have taken note of it and I will make 
enquiries. 


Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar; Well, Sir my submission is that 
Government should chalk out a definite scheme regarding the consolidation 
of holdings so that everybody may be in a position to know the real state 
of affairs. Every matter should be so clarified in that scheme that no 
Patwari, Girdawar or Consolidation Officer could make a departure from the 
rules laid down therein. This will enable every party to know where it stands 
and this will act as a great check to corruption which otherwise is bound to 
become the order of the day. 


Then I have to make a submission in regard to the supply of water 
for irrigation purposes. I admit that Government has opened distributories 
or rajbahas at certain places and have sunk tube wells at certain other 
= places. There is also no doubt that where taccavi has been given to 

\ zamindars, percolation wells have been sunk, But what I want to lay 
stress upon is this. Now-a-days canal water is not made available by the 
authorities in the same quantity in which it was previously provided to the 
zamindars, | | 
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Mr, Deputy Speaker: The hon, Member is irrelevant since irrigation 
is not under discussion. 


Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar: Well, Sir, agriculture is closely 
related to irrigation and it is but natural that I should make a 
mention of water. Well, Sir, what I wanted to say wəs that the supply of 
water has been curtailed by the Canal authorities by the remodelling of 
outlets (mogas) and I request that the supply of water should be increased. 
This step on the part of the Government will help in stepping-up food 
production. 


Then there is another point to which I want to draw the attention of 
the Government. After perusing the Budget I find that most of the items 
under the Demand for Agriculture relate to the appointment of advisory 
staff rather than the Field staff. May I ask from the Government that 
when some persons have no land and others have no water for irrigation, 
where lies the necessity of spending huge sums of money on thẹ appointment 
of advisory staff? I suggest that no money should be spent on schemes 
intended to give demonstrations or advice to the zamindars about the use of 
improved agricultural implements or methods of cultivation, till satisfactory 
arrangements have been made to provide facilities of water supply to those 
who lack it and to allot lands to those who have not got lands so far. ļ 
hope Government will be well advised to give proper attention to this 
matter. 


Now I come to the question of availability of seeds. There is a 
standing grievance of the zamindar about this matter. In the first instance 
seed is never made available by the Government to the zamindar in time. 
It is often available when the sowing season is over. But if, at all, 
Government is good enough to arrange for the supply of seed in time, 
then the seed docs not turn out to be of a good quality. I think that the 
reason tor the non-availability of good seed is this.” ‘lhe whole of the 
foodgrains are collected from the zamindars under the Procurement Scheme 
and then stocked by Food Department. Now the Food Department has 
no satisfactory arrangements for storing the foodgrains with the result 
that the food grains get weevilled. So at the time of sowing, these weevilled 
grains are issued as seeds. It is natural that some-times only fifty per cent 
seeds germinate and some-times cent per cent seeds do not respond. In 
this connection I may point out that some-time back when the fields had 
been fully irrigated, the seed for sowing ‘ chari °? was not available to the 
great disappointment and hardship of the zamindar. It could not be had 
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at any cost. The zamindar was face to face with a two-fold difficulty. On 
the one hand the moisture in the fields was getting dried up and on the 
other the seed was not available. Zamindars were running from pillar to 
post, but all in vain. They were going to Ferozepore with the sacks on their 
on shoulders in search of seeds of ‘ chari °. 


My submission is that the zamindars of Amritsar were put to 
great hardship for want of seeds of‘ chari’. It is the bounden duty of 
the Government to make arrangement for the supply of good seeds in 
time. I hope Government will give careful consideration to this matter 
and save the zamindars from this difficulty at the time of the sowing 
season, 


Sardar Achhar Singh (Ajnala) (Punjabi): Mr. Speaker, It is common 
knowledge that 80 or 85 per cent of the population of the State is 
connected with agriculture. But if you look over the budgetary provisions 
made under this demand during the last three years, you will find that 
whereas a provision for Rs. 83,79,773 was made in 1950-51 and for 
Rs. 61,59,650 in 1951-52, in 1952-53 a sum of Rs. 58,13,330 has been 
provided. It will be seen that the provision for Agriculture has been reduced 
gradually and there is nothing to show that it will ever be increased. This 
demand is of such vital importance to the State that every member of 
every section of the House is agreed that the amount earmarked for it 
be increased. 1 hope Government benches will pay due attention to the 
observations made by the Opposition members and will not turn a deaf ear 
simply because the criticism is coming irom the Opposition. 


Now, Sir, let us see how the grant under this demand is utilised. 
There is an item of Rs. 30,510 which has been set aside for the organisation 
of crop competitions. If you just peruse the disbursement of the amount, 
you will find that almost the whole of it has been consumed by the 
establishment and the allowance paid to the officers. But the. funds for 
awarding prizes are to be collected from the zamindars themselves in the 
form of entry fees for joining the competitions at village, Tehsil, District 
and State levels. But even then the money received from one village is 
not to be returned in full to the zamindars of the same village in the form 
of prizes. I have received complaints from zamindars on this account. 
They say ‘‘ what is the incentive if the Government is not giving anything 
and only their cwn money is being given to them in the paltry sums of 
Rs. 5 or 10 as prizes.” I am personally not against the award of prizes for 
crop competitions but the manner in which the funds for the grant of prizes 
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are being collected, is objectionable. My submission is why the officers should 
take the lion’s share of the amount of Rs. 90,000 in the form of pay and 
allowances ? They only issue instructions on the telephone while the entire 
field work is done by the Agricultural Sub-Inspectors drawing meagre 
salaries in the grade of Rs. 30—1--40/2—6). In name they are 
Inspectors, but their salaries are no better than those of record restorers m 
in an office. 


Then take the case of Beldars who are also field workers. Their grade 
of pay is Rs. 20-/8/—25. It may be added that the increment of annas 
eight is not to be drawn yearly but after every three years. What a colossal 
disparity in the salaries of the poorly paid staff and the officers in charge 
of the scheme! Well, Sir, the whole state of Denmark is rotten to the 
core. I was saying that it is most objectionable trat the item of Rs. 30,0C0 
should be utilised to meet the salaries of the staff. It should have been 
spint in giving help to the zamindars in one form or another. 


Then, Sir, another Intensive Cultivation Scheme has been sanctioned to 
help the Grow More Food Campaign and a large amount has been earmarked 
for it. I think this is a scheme formulated by the € Grow More Ministers ” x 
for helping the ‘‘ Grow More Officers ’’ and not for ‘‘ Grow More Food”. 
Again almost the whole of the amount goes to feed the staff. And yet 
no substantial work is being done because the staff engaged for the last 
four months has not been assigned any work. I may also add that 
previously the Government had decided to supply tractors to individuals 
on certain conditions for ploughing their fields but now it has abandoned = 
the idea. The result is that on the one hand zamindars are experiencing i 
great difficulty for want of tractors, and on the other the tractors are 
rotting in the garages. Will Government give its attention to this 


— 


matter ? 


Then I have to say something about the non-availability of seeds. 


My hon. Friends preceding me have thrown sufficient light on the subject. 
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But I would state what happened in my own tehsil regarding the supply of , ai 
‘Chari’ seed to the zamindars there by the Government. The sowing 
season is almcst over and the Government is supplying the ‘Chari’ seed 
now. I do not know when it will be distributed, sown or grown. F | 
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Now let me take the case of artificial manure next. It is being sold 

= at present at the rate of forty rupees per bag weighing 2 cwts. In this 
a connection it may be stated that previously the Government used to give 

a subsidy to the zamindars but now it has stopped that. The withdrawal of 

financial assistance given for the purchase of manure is bound to affect the 


Grow More Food drive adversely. And yet the Government expects the 
zamindars to step up production. 


Then the working of the Locust Fighting Department provides 
another interesting example when I had gone under-ground, I happened 
n to go to my village at a time when it had been attacked by swarms of 
locusts. I found that while Ajnala was in the grip of the locusts, the 
police officers were sitting comfortably in a tent at a distance of ten 
iniles from that place. The matter does not end here. Kerosene Oil 
which was supplied for spraying on the locusts was either replaced by 
water or disposed of in some other manner. When I enquired from the 
officers in that tent, why they were sitting idle when a place only ten 
miles away had been attacked by locusts, I was told that they were 
directing the operations from that place. The locusts flew away of its 


own accord, and not because any effective efforts were made by the 
Government to drive it away. But like the late Maharaja of Patiala 


( M who used to get himself photographed with lions and tigers killed by 
others, our Ministers, too, got themselves photographed with heaps of 
dead locusts in front of them. Those pictures were published in the 

newspapers to make people believe that the Ministers were doing a great- 

deal in the matter of destroying the locusts. The same thing is happening 

in the case of killing monkeys. The staff employed for this work keeps 

= itself busy in hunting deer and other animals but they send the tails 
oà of monkeys killed by others to the Government, and receive the prescribed 
reward at the rate of two rupees per monkey... My friend the hon 
Minister for Development has been to America. Does the Director ` of 
Agriculture in that country work in the same manner in which their 
counterparts do in this country? The hon. Minister ànd Iused- to 
work together in fruit gardens and he will perhaps remember that as 


<> soon as it came to the knowledge of the Director of Agriculture in that 
me country that damage was being done to fruit trees, he would immediately 
5 visit the spot witha spray in his hands. Butin our country the officers 
issue instructions on the telephone only and take no personal interest 
in the matter. 
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Shri Baloo Ram (Balachaur) (Hindi): Sir, | have no intention 
to deliver a long speech on the demand under discussion but I would 
like to make a few suggestions about it. There are a few things to 
which I wish to draw the pointed attention of the hon. Minister. The 
Department of Agriculture is one of the most important departments and 


‘to my mind the success or failure of all other departments depends on it. 


Iam surprised to find that a large amount of money under this head 
is spent on the towns and not on the villages for whose benefit it should 
be primarily meant. In fact suitable help is not given to those villages 
which deserve it most. The main work carried on by this department 
for some time past, has been that of the Grow More Food. But now the 
work of consolidation of holdings has also been undertaken by the 
Government. If the holdings are properly consolidated, the result will 
be increased production. 


Then I want to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to the 
difficulties of those people, whose lands are situated in the hilly areas. 
Most of these people have very small holdings of land and they are very 


often scattred. If a cultivator owns two acres of land at one place, 


his. other holdings measuring only one or half an acre each are situated 
at distant ‘places. There is another difficulty which confronts them. 
The | land © adjoining to their fields, is sometimes at a 


„very "low level and’ is thus subject to the inroads of chos which 
pass through * it. At the time of consolidation of such lands, the 
officials * ‘concerhed* ‘adopted the same practice, the same method 
* and’ the ‘same ‘rule as are prevalent for consolidation in the plains. 


This results in great hardship to these people. Their cultivable lands 
are taken away from them and low lying uncultivable lands are attached to 
their small fields. In this manner, they are deprived of the lands which 
they had made fit for cultivation after putting in hard labour for thirty or 
forty years. They suffer a heavy loss asa result of this sort of consolida- 
tion. Inthe hilly areas if a piece of land measuring one acre lies at a 
certain height, and half an acre adjoining it is ata level eight or ten feet 
lower than it, the farmers have sometimes to spend years in levelling these 
lands and raising their edges. If a piece of land measuring two or three acres 
is split up into four or five parts and these are attached with the low 
lying lands adjoining them, the poor farmer, who owns it suffers incalculable 
logs. Instead of encouraging him to step up production, this method is bound 
to discourage him. I shall therefore request the Government to issue instruc- 
tions to the officers incharge of consolidation work to avoid splitting up 
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such pieces of land. If in some cases such a division is unavoidable, 


arrangemants should be mude to compensate the persons affected. 


Then, Sir, I want to point out that no steps have been taken to 
protect lands in Hoshiarpur District from damage done to them by Chos and 
Khuds, The Forest Department has been asked to look into this matter 
but instead of helping the farmers it is adding to their difficulties. The 
people in this area earn their livelihood by rearing goats and sheep. The 
production from their lands is not enough to feed them and their families. 
If their holdings can bə so consolidated as to yield sufficient produce, 
they will not stand in need of breeding cattle. At some places lands are 
being reclaimed but in Hoshiarpur District, the area covered by forests is 
gradually increasing. Tne number of wild beasts is so large that they 
destroy the crops grown on lands which are surrounded by forests or chos. 
I shall therefore request the Government to give up the the system of 
handing over lands in this district to the Forest Department, because it 
cannot protect these lands from chos. The people living in this area 
shouid be encouraged to strengthen the edges of their lands and to reclaim 
those which are at present unfit for cultivation. The Government should 


help people in controlling the chos, 


Another department which has no direct connection with this subject 
but whose work affects the lands, is the Irrigation Department. I want to 
submit that the canal which is being dug out at Rupar for supplying water 
to Jullundur and Kapurthala districts will pass over land which is very 
valuable and fertile. If its course is slightly altered, then fertile land can 
be saved. This fact was brought to the notice of the engineers but nobody 
paid any heed to it. 1f the Government pays a little attention, a large 
portion of productive lands can be saved and the villages which are 
threatened by the action of chos and khuds can also be protected. 


Now, there is another important matter to which I want to draw the 
attention of the Government. Evacuee land in hilly tracts that has been 
allotted to the refugees from West Punjab is not being properly cultivated 
by them. These allottees hail from the villages situated in the plains 
and have no experience of cultivating hilly land. The result is that they 
do not keep it for self-cultivation but lease it out to the local residents 


for a small consideration. 
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This, too, is being done in the case of productive lands, and less pro- 
ductive land allotted to them is being entirely neglected and is fast turning 
arid or getting water-logged. To save this kind of land from devastation and 
ravages, I would request the Government to take it away from the displaced . | 
persons, give them land in return for it in the plains and distribute or allot | 
this land to the local people. It is in the interest of the State to do so. E 


Then, Sir, it is a general complaint that whatever assistance in the 
form of material such as cement, iron and steel, seeds, etc., the Government 
provides for the Zamindars, does not actually reach them, though when 4 
they are remissin any matter such as failure to remove noxious weeds etc, 
the Government never hesitates to impose fines upon them. Therefore, Sir, 
my submisssion is that these centres for the relief and assistance of Zamin- 

' dars should be opened in villages where the requisite material may be readily | 
made available to them. The position at present is that though the Govern- 
ment allocates so much iron and steel for the repair of agricultural implements 
yet actually the farmer is experiencing a great difficulty in procuring such 
materials. For all his needs, he has to go to the town and being unaware : 
of the procedure for getting controlled commodities has to bother a lot. 
Therefore, it is essential that these things may be made easily availabe each | 
to him by opening distribution centres etc., in villages, so that the assis- 
tance meant for him reaches him direct. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker : It appears that most of the Members are anxious | 
to speak on thisdemand. I want to give more time to those belonging ! 
to the rural areas, To Mr. Sethi I shall give just five minutes., 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi (Rohtak City) (Hindi): Why this exception is i 
being made in my case, Sir? Iam a student of Economics, a small 
land-owner and have been representing rural constituencies all along. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker : All right. The hon. Member may proceed with 
his speech, 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, when you hear what I have to say, you x 
will, I hope, not only not regret having given me time to speak but would pe 
not even like to stop me. Only this morning I was going through the 
memorandum that has been presented along with the Budget. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, let me first give you an idea of what expenditure has been incurred 
during these four years on the Grow More Food Schemes or for that matter 
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for the promotion of agriculture in our State. In the Budget for 1949-50 
a sum of Rs. 33 lakhs was provided for giving subsidies and a sum of 
Rs. 130 lakhs in the form of loans for incurring capital expenditure to the 
cultivators of this State. The corresponding figures for 1950-61 and 1951-52 
are Rs. 40 lakhs and Rs. 46 lakhs (Subsidies) and Rs. 150 lakhs and 
Rs. 1,66 lakhs (loans) respectively. For the current year a sum of Rs, 27 
lakhs has been provided for giving subsidies and asum of Rs.197 lakhs 
for being given to the cultivators in the form of loans. In all, during these 
years a sum of Rs. 147 lakhs has been provided for giving subsidies to the 
Zamindars and a sum of Rs. 688 lakhs for giving to them loans to finance 
minor Irrigation Schemes. The annual expenditure of more than a crore on 
the Agriculture Department provided for in the regular budget is over 
and above this amount. If that were also taken into account, the total 
amount that has been provided for the improvement of agriculture during 
these 4 years exceeds Rs. 10 crores. The average per year comes to about 
Rs. 2°5 crores. We have to admit, Sir, that it is only after spending so 
much money every year that our State has become surplus in foodgrains. 

At the end, however, it may not be forgotten that this surplus of food is 

more illusory than real. We have not got a surplus of wheat and'rice 

which are the staple diet of the Punjabis. We owe this dubious distinction 

of being a surplus State to the increased production of Bajra and Jowar 

which ordinarily do not form part of our diet. 


Then, Sir, most of our land is barani i. e., depending upon Nature’s 
kindness for cultivation. If Nature gets angry with us due to our 
none-too-good deeds, people may well have to starve. According to'the 
figures in this small pamphlet on ‘Agricultural Statistics’ the total area 
under cultivation in this State is of the order of 119 lakh acres. 


Minister for Development: It varies from year to year. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: These are the latest figures made available to us. 
Minister for Development: At present it is 115 lakh acres. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: This does not in any wavy affect my thesis. 
Out of this acreage canal irrigated area is to the tune of 30 lakh acres, 
Another 20 lakh acres are irrigated by wells and other means, The 
remainder of the area i. e., 69 lakh acres depends upon rainefall i. e. nature’s 
bounty. Then, according to Revenue Records the areaof culturable waste 
land in our State is 25 lakh acres. In fact, Sir, the real problem before the 
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| [Shri Dev Raj Sethi] | : = 
‘Agriculture Department and the Minister for ‘Developinent i is to ensure a ' 


Le. 


regular supply of water for irrigation of 94 lakh actes of land, 25 lakhs of * me 

waste land and 69 lakh acres of land which is at the metcy of nature’ s 
| whims. It is astonishing that even after spending so much | on the — 
promotion of agriculture the Government’ has not been able to bring this | 
| area of waste land under cultivation. It was the foremost duty of the © | 
| Agriculture Department to take vigorous steps in this direction; Whether — 2 & 
| it is through the Agriculture Department.. or the Co-operative Societies or ` 


the Panchayats, it is the duty of, every Punjabi to make every possible 
effort to bring this area under cultivation as early as possible ` -It is our ` 2 


: first and foremost, duty to, bring this area ‘under cultivation ' ' witbout’ | 
| unnecessary and avoidable delay within the next’ fcur or five years. 


As I have already stated, Sir, the problem ‘before our ‘State’ ‘is one 


of finding water for the irrigation of 94 lakh acres of land. Only when ` 

this problem is solved, shall we be able to say that ours is a surplus ‘State and — | 

our food problem has been solved. Bhakra Dam on its completion after 5 or! 

€ years is expected to supply i in all ‘water capable of irrigating É £0 to 60 lakh 

acres, 45 lakh acres in the Punjab and the rest in other States. But, Sir, 

my submission is we cannot afford to” wait ‘for’ the ‘completion of such | | 


aA 


long-range projects. ` Our food problem ` will, in fact, remain | ‘unsolved so ` 
long as we are not able to ensure regular “water supply to these 94 lakh ' 
acres of land ‘already: mentioned ‘by me. The main. problém ` ‘for’ the.” 
Agriculture Department of the Punjab i is to supply ` water to ‘this arid but’ 
fertile land. 1 would, therefore, request thie Minister for Development to ` 
concentrate on finding a solution of this problém ‘instead of ‘devoting ° 
himself to other preoccupations, Whether ‘it is by sinking tube-wells, » 
utilisation of sub-soil water or stoppage of canal water to Pakistan, we i 


have to take immediate steps to bring’ ‘the waste lands utider: cultivation 


with a view to making this State truly surplus,’ 


| It is a matter for deep regret. that nothing substantial hás “so far been `’ 
done in this direction. Notwithstanding the paper schemes of, sinking so 
! many percolation wells and tube- wells with the` help’ of the 
Governmet of India on'50:50_ basis, nothing practical has’ so far been ` 
achieved in this matter. Take the case of. the Jagadhri Tehsil. 
Our Government had entered into an agreement with a firm for: 
the sinking of 300 or 4€0 tube-wells during the year 1951-5? but only; 
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20° or 4¢ tube-wells have, been sunk. ` There" isa great heed for sinking) 
of more tube-wells as ‘agricultural prosperity is intimately connectgd with 
an adequate supply of water. But what we find is. that during the © 
| present regime substantial portion of the budgetary provision - isto- be 
expended on ‘the ‘salaries of the “officers of this department. In addition 
tothe Director ‘of Agriculture there is ~one Deputy Director also. . I may 
draw the ‘attention of the House to the fact that in the Joint Punjab 
comprising of 29 ‘districts with !'5,70,0000‘ acres ‘of cultivated land the 
im gross expenditure under the head ‘Direction’ used to'be Rs.° 1,75,000 
. whereas now when ‘the area’ has: been ‘reduced ‘to 1,19,000: acres the 
expenditure on “Direction” has gone up.to.the extent of Rs..2,81,000, 


Minister for Development:: | Do you ‘include the new scheme also ? 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I ‘do not know to which new scheme thè- 
hon: Minister is’ referring but that isin‘ addition to this. There is an 
unnecéssarv expansion of ‘staff in the Grow-More-Food. Department and : 
the expenditure on''this account: has gone as ‘high ‘as: ‘eight ‘times the 
normal expenditure.” It ‘is, therefore, imperative for the Government ~* 
to exercise great care and prudence tò scale- down’ this expenditure by + 
retrenching the surplus staff. - : | 


The “are of ‘agricultural land that’ wé have got after the partition » 
is very much less than, the ‘land':we have left behind inthe West Punjab. - 
The canal irrigated area is also much less than before and ‘the land - 
in the villages ‘is also not ‘fertile. In spite of all'.théese handicaps, we | 
must concentrate our efforts on increasing production to the maximum : 
possible extent. by. intensive - cultivation ‘of land so that this Punjab of 
i ours may. have the same reputation which the’ United Punjab used : 
to enjoy of : beingithe granary -of India. - 


i 


It'is a‘strange commentary. on ‘our agriculture that we with 80 per 
cent of rural population, cannot’ produce ‘enough food for our own 
consumption’ whereas America with ʻa- very small’ population: depending 
on agriculture grows enough food not only for home consumption but also 


7 for export to India and: other: countries. It has been said that Rs. 10 
= crores have’ been spent on the- agricultural development’ in the Punjab > 
i during the last four years. It will be interesting for the hon. Members 
to know that the entire expenditure on the Grow-More-Food Scheme 
was met from the Food Bonus earned- by. our State on the procurement. 
P 
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and export of foodgrains and only the expenditure in excess of the amount 
available in the Food Bonus was shared equally by the Central Government 
and: this State Government. There was no burden on this State as it 
earned a substantial bonus on its procurement. Of the total Food Bonus 
earned, 75 per cent was utilised on the Grow More Food Schemes and 
25 per cent on the construction of godowns and storage bins for the 
better storage of cereals. It may be stated that our Government supplied 
weevilled wheat to us and exported wheat of 591 quality to other 
States to earn the Food Bonus. 


Minister for Irrigation : When? 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: During the time of the previous Government 
when you were also a Minister. 


Then, Sir, provision has been made for the development of garden 


colonies. In this connection I would submit that the Government should 
see that the work is carried onthe right lines to achieve this end. 


Shri Badlu Ram: (Kalanaur) (Hindi) Sir, I think I have been given 
an opportunity to speak because there is no other member who has now 
to speak on this demand. It is because of the fact that the urbanites are 
the-first to get all facilities for themselves from the Government and the 
same order of precedence must apply to them in the House as well. 


I have risen up to congratulate the hon. Minister for Development 
because he is a ruralite and also holds the charge of the Agriculture 
Department. I would now like to make a few suggestions for his consi- 
deration. I will first take up the consolidation of land holdings. In this 
regard there are two or three shortcomings to which I would like to draw 
the attention of the Minister in Charge. The process of consolidation is in 
progress in my tehsil and I asked the officers that they should settle all 
the disputes of land before the month of May so that land may be tilled in 
the month of June. But on account of the go slow policy of these officers 
these decisions have been delayed and after some time I was told that 
they would do so after the 15th of June. To my mind these officers 
deliberately fixed this date because they knew that after the 15th June the 
rainy season would set in and the zamindars would be discouraged to file 
appeals against their orders. The reasonable course was that such decisions 
should have been made in the month of February so that the zamindars 
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could file appeals, if any, in the month of March and carry on their sowing : 
and cultivation operations in the months of May and June. 


Secondly, our Ministry should look to the interests of. all classes of 
people in the rural areas. It sbould bring forward a legislative, measure 
by virtue of which every zamindar irrespective of his being a Harijan, tenant : 
or landlord, should be allowed to possess land upto a certain limit. This 
will obviate the possibility of any dispute arising between one group and 
another. Yoday the position is that on the one hand the tenants are not 
confident that they will get any land and on the other the landlords are 
apprehensive that their lands will be confiscated by the Government. As. 
a result of this there is a constant conflict between one class and another. 
If the limit is fixed the possibility of disputes and: litigation which cause 
heavy expenditure and botheration'to the zamindar can be avoided. The 
land in excess of the specified limit should vest in the Government and; 
should be managed by the Co-operative Societies. In this way zamindars 
will notčhave any complaint against anybody because the land will become 
the property of the Government. 


Then, Sir, in villages all other sections are set against the Jats 
and in my opinion the late Chaudhri Chhotu Ram was responsible for 
the creation of this factious spirit. I wish that the relations between 
the zamindars and the Harijans should become friendly and cordial. 
(Interruptions). So far as I am concerned, Sir, I am prepared to become 
a Harijan and give up my own land if I am able to get Rs, 100. per 
mensem in lieu of it. Then I will also bé able to get a house worth 
thousands of rupees allotted to me in some town. | | 


Sir, at present a zaminddr has to go to a town for the procurement 
of all his necessities but being unaware of the procedure for getting 
controlled commodities, he has to experience a lot of botheration, At 
present the seed depot stands allotted to some rich Banya in the town 
and whenever a zamindar, after traversing several miles reaches his shop, 
he is generally not available. I therefore, suggest, Sir, that all these 
commodities should be made available to zamindars in villages on a 
co-operative basis. I rather feel that every item of work of the zamindars 
should be on a co-operative basis. If so, we would all swim or sink together. 
My submission is that all these centres for the relief and assistance to 
zamindars should be opened in villages where the requisite material should 
be readily made available to them. 
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"Sir, agriculture is.a very honest profession and all other professions 
when compared with it, do not appear to be of as vital an importance 
as this one, because without agriculture there would ,be no food. Had 
‘there not ‘been land, there would not have been bricks and consequently 
‘no. “Assembly Chamber. I submit, Sir, that every Harijan. be he a cobbler 


‘or a tenant,should be provided with a suitable residental accommodation 
even if we have to forego our lands. 


_ Sir, the division of the Shamilat {common land) would prove 
disadvantageous jn. two ways. Firstly, there would be no land left for 
grazing the cattle, and secondly, the Harijans will have to encounter 
great difficulties. I suggest that these lands should not be distributed 
but left as they were for the. common use of the villagers. One thing 
' more that I would: like to suggest-is that after the work of the Consoli- 
dation of Holdings is completed the zamindars should be allowed to water 
. their. fields by turns otherwise many disputes would arise out of the 
distribution of water. TE 


Then Şir, the rainy season has setin. The Revenue Assistant in my 
„district had issued instructions that all the cultivators should sow their 


lands.;, But, the Patwaris only allowed: such persons to sow their fields 
_as. shad given t them Rs. 5 by way of illegal gratification. 


“ Minister for Development: To which village is the hon. Member 
“referring. - : | o 


shri Badlu Ram: This relates to Dhamar and some other villages. 


Minister for Irrigation : My Munshi has arrived here only today 


and he says that not a single penny has been given to Patwaris in 
Dhamar. | 


Shri Badlu Ram: Another suggestion that I have to offer is with 
‘regard to the work of Consolidation of Holdings. In my ilaqa where this 
work has been started, the work of allotment of parcha numbers is being 
delayed. I am afraid this delay will adversely*affect the cultivation of the 
kharif crop. I suggest Sir, that orders should be issued that where the work 
of Consolidation of Holdings has not been completed people should be 
allowed to sow their lands. 


Minister of Development : It would be done accordingly. 
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Shri Gopi Chand (Pundri) (Hindi) : Sir, it goes without ‘saying that 
the prosperity of the Punjab ‘depends upon ‘the promotion of Agriculture 


‘in the State and also that 90 per cent of our population lives in the 


villages. As is Obvious, in the villages, there is no other occupation for the 


people except agriculture. No industry is to be found there. Therefore, 
our Government should try its level best to develop ‘agriculture as far as 
possible. For this;it is necessary that the people should receive education 
and training in the science of Agriculture. In the Schools, this subject 
should be taught from the 5th primary class to the 10th class, so that a 
boy should have attained sufficient knowledge of Agriculture by the time 
he passes his Matriculation Examination. Now the people of rural areas 
are fed up with ‘education bécausé Of its being defective and one-sided. 


Generally, the boys receiving education from thé Schools, become unsuitable 


after completion of their studies for workiig on the lands and thus they 
prove asource of worry, to their parents. I, therefore, urge..upon the 
Government that it should adopt adequate measures for an around educa- 
tion so that agriculture i in the State develops. along the right lines. , 


Thén, Sir, through you, I want to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the speed and: the manner in which the consolidation work is being 
carried on in the State. Tti is a matter of deep regret to find that corruption 
and inefficiency are rampant in this Department. I would request. the 
hon. Minister Incharge to take immediate steps for the eradication of corrup- 
tion in this Department with a view to. bringing | about. the quick 
disposal of consolidation work. Similarly, the Rehabilitation Office, Karnal i is 
the centre of corruption and lack of efficiency. There itis found, that the 
Patwaris and Kanungos extract money from the illiterate villagers, first 


and then attend to their work. Sir, the ruralites are illiterate . and, innocent 


| people. — They are not clever enough to know how to bribe these officials and 


get work out of them. I beg to submit, Sir, that the Government, must 
eradicate corruption from the services and also take steps to improve their 
efficiency. Such an action is urgently called tor to help the ruralities. . 


Then, Sir, I want to point out to'the Government that the Irrigation 
Department is working in the most irresponsible manner. Generally, it. is 
seen that the staff working on the canals, abruptly cut off the- water supply 
and start removing mud from the channels of the cannals .at a time when 
the crops badly-need watering. Sometimes it is found that there is no water 
at allin the canals when it is most needed for the crops, 
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Ea Further, in order to extract money from the poor Zamindars, they 
l adopt the old tactics of tampering with the water outlets. Some times 
they increase their capacity of output of waters and some times they reduce 


it. 


The next thing to which I want to draw the attention of the Govern- 


‘ment is towards the Grow More Food policy. The jeep meant for the Grow 
More Food drive is being misused by the consolidation officers in Karnal 
= District. I made a reference to this fact in this House in my speech deli- 


vered during the last session. Now ,I again draw the attention of the 


Government towards it and request it. to enquire into the. matter and 


_ see that such a misuse of jeeps and corruption is checked. In the end I 


would again request the Government to take steps ,to raise the 


. standard of efficiency of the services in all the Departments. 


"i Shri Gorakh Nath :  (Narot , Jaimal Singh) (Hindi) : Sir I may 


` point out at the very outset that a proper development of Agriculture is 


most necessary for the prosperity of our country. I know that much has 
_ been said on the subject and certain hon. Members of this House have also 
made constructive suggestions in. this regard, | I, would. also like to 


contribute my mite to the debate and add one or two more suggestions. I 
, realise that due to short time placed at my disposal I would not be able 
to adduce facts and figures in support of the siggestiang that I make. 


I hope Sir, that all the hon. Members of this Honk agree that this 


` Budget has been prepared in odd circumstances. The provisions made in 
it for various beneficent departments are disappointing as the decisions 
` were taken without any planning. Therefore, it could not come up to 


the expectations of the people. I hope the Government will prepare its 
next budget after proper planning and after giving careful thought to every 
aspect of the expenditure. Under the circumstances, I request the hon. 
Members to make the best use of the provisions made in this Budget for the 
beneficent departments. , 


I suggest to the Government to uitilize the provision. of Rs. 3 lakhs 
made for Agricultural. Education with the same sincerity of purpose and 
zeal with which the Benaras Hindu University had been started under very 
odd circumstances. It may be stated for the information of the Govern- 
ment that Benares University sent its students for practical training to 
many factories in India like the Attock Oll Company and others. There 
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the students were able to gain first hand knowledge of certain industries 


and the result was that the University achieved great success in imparting 


vocational training to the students. I therefore request the Government to 
take.similar steps in regard to Agricultural Education even with the present 
provision for the time being. 


Then, I want to draw the attention of the Government to the 
inefficiency prevalent in the staff working at the District Head-quarters, 
For instance, take the case of the Government Poultry Farms. Thére the 
eggs are sold at a higher rate than the market rate. 


Even the farms are not being cultivated with any advantdge, No 
profits are even shown. So far as the Officers of the Directorate are 
concerned, I suggest that their services should be utilized in the various 
Educational Centres where agricultural education is imparted to students, 
Some of them should also bé asked to tour in the rural areas and enlighten 
the zamindars about the improvéd' methods of cultivation. I think these 
steps will help our Grow More Food’ Campaign to’ a considerable extent. 
This is a very constructive suggestion as these officers are not able to 
manage the Government farms and it would be better if their learning is 
made use of by the educational institutions and the individual cultivators. 


As far the bad management of farms I-would like to cite the example of 
the Nilwan Village in my district, the land of this village was considered 
to: be the best fot. purposes of cultivation: But even here though the 
cultivation was done by the Government with-the-help of tractors yet no 
profits could be shown, on the other hand there were huge losses as the 
price of the produce was much less than the expenditure which had been 
incurred. . This illustrutes the inefficiency of the Govérnment’ officials and 
I think that the Ministers as also the Members of this Assembly should këep 
a vigilant eyẹ over them, They should be given increments ` only if they 
show good work every year. And if they are found to be altogether i in- 
corrigible;they should be turned out. 


I wish now to bring a very imoprtant thing to the notice 
of the Government. The part of the State, I hail from, comprises 


_seven streams and 82 villages. The land of this place is’ proverbially 


fertile. A good crop here isa remedy for a famine of any magnitude 
in the State. But being near- the border the place was deserted by its 
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‘inhabitants about a year ago, when there was a danger of even breaking out 


wer. between India and Pakistan. Now the people have no doubt returned 
‘but such huge forests have grown in the meantime that it is not 
possible to cultivate the land there without the help of tractors. I request 
that the Government should be good enough to arrange the supply of 
tractors for this place. But here I have to say one thing more in this 
connection and it is this, The zamindars should be asked to pay only for 
~ the petrol that is consumed in the tractors and no extra charges should be 
realized from them as they are not ina ‘position to pay them. And then 
steps should also be taken for the destruction of wild animals which are 
a very great danger to our crops. This place, I have already said, is near 
the border and it is not possible to kill these wild animals by.the use of 
rifles as the firing of rifles is likely to create misunderstanding and 
bring about a clash between the Indiawand Pakistansforces. But to my 
mind one thing is still possible.. We can come to an understanding with 
the Pakistan Government and tell them that when there is a particular 
number of shots or less than that number, it should be understood that 
firing had taken place for killing the wild animals only and that it was not 


a hostile act: . | . 
` Now a little about seeds. I think it is incumbent on the Government p 
to supply good seeds to the cultivators as good crops can’t be had without 


“good seeds. ‘It was really very good on the part of the Government 
to have supplied seed for “ Chari ’’ some time back but then it should not 


“hdve been’ sold at rates higher than the control rates. I suggest that 
‘wherever higher prices have keen charged yxefunds should be given by the 


Government, 
| Eos My last E is about manure. It ıs really a great pity that - 
: ` very large quantities of dung are burnt by our people. This dung which 
i is usually considered useless is capable of producing great wealth for us, 
| 1 think it would be in the fitness of things if some executive powers are 
given to the Agriculture Department to enable it to check people from 
burning dung. And if it is not possible to do it, prizes should be offered 
to those people who preserve large quantities of dung tor the preparation E 
) of manure. Anyhow something should be done to stop the wastage of _ 
| dung and the cattle urine as they can be used for preparing an ideal type 
of manure. 


A RE see ma 


The Assembly then adjourned till 2 p.m., on Thursday, 3rd July, 1952. 
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Thursday, the 3rd July, 1952. 
onm Sed Stas semen ee 
i The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 2 p.m. of the 
r clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Chair. 


~~ See Ee ee 


Sardar Wazir Singh: Sir, as non-official business is to be transacted 


today, I shall request you to kindly dispense with the question hour. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Members will have enough time for non- 


official business even without the question hour being dispensed „ith, 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


wee ne ee a 


SUPPLEMENTARIES ON STARRED QUESTION No. 294.* 


Shrimati Sita Devi: In reply to part (d) of the question, the hon. 
Minister stated that those employees of this Department who entered 
service before 1931 are in receipt of Provident Fund. Is it not a fact that 
a large number of employees of this Department, who joined service before 
» 1930 are not getting any benefit of Provident Fund ? 


Minister for Public Works: I want notice. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon. Minister stated that those who entered 
service before 31st December, 1930 are given the benefit of the Provident 
Fund under the rules. I want to know if he is not aware of the fact that in 


reality nobody in this Department is enjoying the benefit of this Fund. 
Minister : The hon. Member’s information is not correct. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: In reply to part (e) of the question, the hon. 
Minister has stated that casual leave for twenty days in a year is allowed 
R to these employees. Is it not a fact that leave is granted on the condition 


that the applicant supplies some substitute in his place ? 


Minister : l have no knowledge about it because I assumed office only 


two and a half months back. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: The hon. Minister has stated. that he has no 
personal knowledge about it because he became a Minister only two and a 
= half months ago. Could not the same Secretary who prepared the reply 
|o to the main question give him information which Į am now asking ? 
Mr. Speaker : Disallowed. 


enone, 


ve *Government’s reply to question No. *294 appears in the proceedings of 2nd July, 
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REDUCTION IN THE FEES OF THE STUDENTS. 


#239. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state the steps the Government proposes to take to bring down 
the fees of the students to the old level ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: The decision to raise fees was given effect to only 
last year and it is too early to judge if the step is in the best interests of the 
education of the State or not, 


a ee a ee 


REDUCTION IN PRICES OF TEXT-BOOKS, 


*240. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the steps Government proposes to take to reduce the prices of 
text-books ; 


(5) when does the Government propose to entorce the aforesaid reduc- 


tion ? 
Shri Jagat Narain : i 


(a) The Government has already taken steps to reduce the prices of 
text-books. The Sehedule for price fixation adopted last year was 


calculated on the following basis ; 
Hindi and Punjabi.—160 pages for a rupee. 
English Text-Books.—100 pages for a rupee. 
The Schedule has now been revised as follows : 
Hindi and Punjabi.—180 pages for a rupee. 
English Text-Books.—116 pages for a rupee. 


This decision will effect 12 to 15 per cent reduction in prices of 
Text Books adopted this year. 

Beside the above decision the books printed and published by the 
Government have been priced at rates which will mean a saving 
to the students from 30 to 33 per cent as compared to prices 
charged by private publishing concerns for books of equal volume 
and printed on the same quality of paper. 


(6) The New Schedule of reduced prices has been enforced from this 
year. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It will be seen that the prices have not been fixed 


in accordance with the provisions of the Schedule, Has the Government 
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made any arrangement for getting the prices checked in order to ensure that 
these have been fixed according to the Schedule ? 

Minister: The prices are checked in the office and these are not 
more than those prescribed in the Schedule. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: A primer which was priced at As. 0-7-6 according 


to the old Schedule has now been priced at As. 3. It means that a 
reducation of 40 per cent has been effected. How can this difference 


between the prices be explained ? 

Minister : This has been done in the case of the primer only. Its 
title page has been made simpler and the printing of one coloured picture 
on the title page and one inside the book has been stopped. In addition to 
this the space between the lines has been reduced. This is how this reduction 


has been effected. 


ee ee nee Toae 


COMPLAINT AGAINST CH. SHRI CHAND HEAD MASTER 
D. B. HIGH SCHOOL, SIHI, 

*299. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 

(a) whether it is a fact that an enquiry was conducted by the Education 
Department against the Head Master, D. B. High School, Sihi, on serious 
charges ; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that the case against him was proved 
and completed two months back ; 


(c) the action, if any, taken by the Government in the matter ? 

Shri Jagat Narain : | 

(a) Enquiry iS yet incomplete. 
(b) Does not arise, 
(c) Does not arise. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Minister has stated in reply to 
part (a) of the question that the enquiry has been completed. May I 
KNOW.. ae a osese 

Minister : I said that the enquiry was incomplete. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra : Will the hon. Minister state as to when he 
received the report in this connection ? 


Minister : I want notice. 
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ADMISSION REFUSED TO FAILED STUDENTS Of GOVERNMENT 
HIGH SCHOOL, PALWAL. 


#300. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister of Education be 


pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government is aware of the fact that scores of those 


students who failed in the Matriculation Examination from the Government 
High School, Palwal, were refused admission to their old school ; 


(b) whether the refusal to readmit such students is in accordance 
with the rules of the Department, if not, the action Government propose to 
take in the matter ? 


Shri Jagat Narain - 

(a) Yes. 

(b` Yes, if the number of pupils in a class or section exceeds that 
for which accommodation is available or when the addition of 
section is not possible for want of funds. The case regarding 
the school in question is under enquiry. However, general 
instructions to admit failed students in the institutions from which 
they appeared have been issued. 

Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Is the hon. Minister aware of the fact 
that there are still a large number of such students who have been refused 


admission ? 


Minister: If the hon. Member brings some specific case to my notice, 
I shall enquire about it, 


PURCHASE OF AEROPLANES FOR TOURING PURPOSES. 

#148. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
State ° 

(a) the number of aeroplanes purchased by the Government for 
touring purposes in the State ; | 

(b) the date of purchase of each of these aeroplanes ; 


(c) the total cost incurred by the Government for the purchase of 
these aeroplanes ; 


(d) the total expenses involved for the maintenance, petrol, repairs 
and other running charges etc., during the period of retention of these 
aeroplanes ; 
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(e) whether itis a fact that the aeroplanes have been sold ; if so, 
when, and the sale price of each aeroplane ; 


oe (f) the names of the Ministers and other Government officers who 
travelled by these aeroplanes during the period of retention of these 


aeroplanes ; 


4 
(g) the total number of miles travelled by each of the persons 
referred to in part (f) above ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Two, 
i (b) 18th October 1948. 
s (c) Rs, 81,390 (including delivery charges Rs. 1,390), 
(d) Rs, 95,000. : 
(e) No. Two aircraft were presented to the Northern India 
Flying Club, Jullundur Cantt., during July, 1951. No price 
was recovered, 
(f) Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargva, Chief Minister, 
k S. Swaran Singh, Minister. 
Ch. Lahri Singh, Minister. 
Giani Kartar Singh, Minister, 
S. Joginder Singh Mann, Minister, 
Shri J. M. Shrinagesh, Commissioner, Jullundur Division. 
Shri P. L. Verma, Secretary, P, W. D., 
Shri S. D. Midha, Officiating Commissioner, Jullundur 
Division. 
— S, Nawab Singh, I. C. S., Commissioner, Ambala Division, 
S. Baldev Singh, Defence Minister, Government of India. 
Shri Mehar Chand Khanna, Ministry of Relief & Rehabilita- 
tion, Government of India. . 
(g) Total 40,000 miles. The exact mileage in case of each person 
4 cannot be given as one of the planes is under repairs at Bhopal 
and Log Books are not available. The information supplied 
ray 
: ; is approximate. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased 
! to state the considerations and terms on which the two planes were handed 
over to the Northern India Flying Club ? 
.* 
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Chief Minister: T require a fresh notice to answer this question. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, when it is stated that the planes were 
handed over to the Northern India Flying Club, the Chief Minister is 
naturally expected to know the considerations and terms on which the 
planes were handed over to the said Club? ` 

Chief Minister : I also expect the hon. Member to listen attenti- 
vely to what I s»id in my reply to the original question. I stated therein 
that no price was recovered. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Were there any specific terms on which these 
planes were given ? í 

Mr. Speaker: Please sit down. Your supplementary question 
does not arise. 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Ona point of Order, Sir, When supplementary 
question arises out of the reply given by the Minister, the Member 
has the right to put that question. You are acting in a dictatorial manner 
by not allowing the Members to put relevant supplementary questions 
and instead asking them to sit down. 

Mr. Speaker: You should not behave like this. If you repeat this, 
Iam afriad I will have to take stern action against you. 


e—a eam mn anane 


CASES OF CORRUPTION IN THE STATE. 
*317. Shri Ram Kishan: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state :-— 

(a) the number of persons against whom complaints of corruption were 
received during the year 1951—52 in the State and the action taken on those 
complaints ; 

(b) the number of cases in which inquiries were made together with the 
result of enquiry in each case ? 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) and (b) It is regretted that the required information is not readily 
available and the time and labour involved in its collection will 
not be commensurate with the benefits accruing from it, In- 
formation regarding action taken against corrupt government 
servants in the State during the calender year 1951, in so far as it 
is available with the Government, is detailed in the statement 
given below. The number of pending cases at the end of the year 
is also shown therein. 
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CASES OF BREACH OF JAIL DISCIPLINE IN THE STATE. 


*336. Sardar Darshan Singh : Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :-— 

(a) the number of cases of breach of jail discipline in the State during 
the year 1951—52, together with such of them as related to the use of tobacoo 


and tea only ; 
ii (b) whether any class of prisoners is allowed to sleep in the open space 
in the summer in the jail compound ;, 
(c) whether any class of prisoners is classified in the jails as ‘ Political 


Prisoners ’; if so, what extra amenities are provided to such prisoners ; 


(4) whether the diet allowances of prisoners in class ‘ B’ in jails have 


been reduced in recent years ; if so, why and by how much? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) Number of cases of breach of jail discipline in the State during 


the year 1951—52 3,860 
(including cases relating to the use of tobacoo 455. 


and tea 
(J 


L 
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[ Chief Minister ] 
(b) No class of prisoners is allowed to sleep in the open space in the 


summer in the jail compounds, 
(c) No separate class of political prisoners is recognised in the jails. 


(d) The Punjab (India) Government, vide correction slip No, 254 to 
paragraph 920 (Page 341) of the Punjab Jail Manual, received 
with their letter No, 13032—JJ—51 /6246, dated the 29th Novem- 
ber 1951, reduced the scale of diet for ‘B’ class prisoners, in 
respect of the following two articles for the reasons noted against 


each :— 
Name Reduced | 
Class of prisoners of {Former Scale} scale in | Reasons for 
article force at | reduction 
present 


"me ame mn p eee aea mn D TD | e D D te en) 
« 


The former scale 
was considered ex- 


‘A’ &*B’ class 
prisoners accus- Ghee | 13 Chk. 1 Chk. 
tomed to eastern 
mode of living 


vide para 229 of 
their report which 
view was accepted 


| by Government, 
do. 4 Chks. in | 3 Chks meat do, 
(Meat Eaters) Meat lieu of 6 in lieu of 6 

chks. of chks. of 

milk allow-) milk allow- 
ed daily on| ed daily on 


N 


5 days of 5 days of 
the week the week 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Is the Government prepared to allow to the 
prisoners the facility of sleeping in the open in summer ? 


Chief Minister : It is a request for action. 


eee 


ELECTRICITY IN CITY KOTWALI, JULLUNDUR. 
#337. Sardar Darshan Singh : Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


State :-— 


N 


(a) whether itis a fact that there is no electricity in City Kotwali, 
Jullundur not even in lock-ups ; 
(b) the number of handpumps in the City Kotwali, Jullundur for use by 


prisoners, constables, officers and traffic staff and the average number of 
prisoners, constables, officers and traffic staff respectively per handpump ? 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) Electric installation exists in the office room of City Kotwali, 
Jullundur. Administrative approval for providing electric installa- 
tion in three barracks and lock-up in City Kotwali was accorded 
in January 1952. 


(b) There are two handpumps in City Kotwali. One is meant for the 
use of family quarters and the other for constables, prisoners and 
men of traffic staff. 


ee es 


ABOLITION OF THE POSTS OF WATERMEN IN POLICE STATIONS 
AND LOCK UPS IN THE STATE. 


«338. Sardar Darshan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


State :— 


(a) whether it is a fact that the posts of watermen in Police Stations 
and lock-ups in the State have been abolished ; if so, the alternative arrange- 
ments made by the Government to supply drinking water to prisoners and to 
the lock-up staff ; . 


(b) whether any arrangments exist for prisoners in police lock-ups to 
take their baths and to wash their clothes ; 


(c) whether the Government is aware of the fact that the food supplied 
to prisoners in Kotwali and Sadar Lock-ups in Ludhiana contains not more 
than 14 chhataks of cereal per meal ; if so, the action proposed to be taken in 
the matter ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) No. 


(b) No separate arrangements exist but facilities are provided to take 
baths and wash clothes if a request is made. Generally, the 
necessity for such things does not arise as the undertrials are sent 
to the Judicial Lock-ups after 24 hours of police custody. 


(c) Four loaves weighing about 5 chhataks are supplied to each of the 
prisoners in Police Stations Sadar and Kotwali, Ludhiana, per 
meal. Government have sanctioned annas eight per diem for all 
prisoners, 
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ACCOMMODATION IN JAILS IN THE STATE. 
*341 Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 


to state :— =" 

(a) the available accommodation in all the jails in the State in the years s 
1948,1949 1950, 1951 and 1952 5 4 

(b) the average and the highest population in all the jails of the State 
in the years 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951 and first six months of 1952 ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that in some jails of the State, the population is m 
double or nearly so of that permissible under the rules, resulting in deteriora- ae 
tion in sanitary conditions ; 

(d) whether any report or recommendations have been submitted by 
the Government Committee on Jail Reforms and whether they have been 
published ; 

(e) whether any action has so far been taken by the Government on any 
such report or recommedations ? 

` 4 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 
(a) Available accommondation 5,338 5,338 5,338 5,338 5,793 
in the jails of the State 
during the year. 
(b) (7) Average population in 6,418 7,735 7,254 7,090 7,515 
all the jails of the State . (represent- 
during the year. | ing average 
population poa 
of all jails | 
for the 5 j 
months of 
1952.) 
(ii) Highest population in 12,330 10,942 7,772 7,840 7,922 
all the jails of the 
State en any day dur- 
ing the year. b 
(c) Yes. Overcrowding must naturally result in the deterioration of e 
sanitary conditions but adequate measures are always taken to f 
keep the sanitation of the jails upto the required standard. It is 
owing to these measures that no epidemic has appeared in any 
jail. 
€ e 
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(d) Yes. The report of the East Punjab Jail Reforms Committee, 
1948-49, appointed by Government and containing their recom- 


< mendations was printed in the year 1950, 
o > (e) The recomendations of the Jail Reforms Committee referred to in 
4 part (d) above, were divided into ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’,and ‘D?’ categories 


according to their importance and urgency. Almost all the 
recommendations in ‘A’ category, the implementation of which 
involved no expenditure or nominal expenditure have been accept- 
ed and implemented. Kecommendations in other categories have 


either been accepted or are under consideration of the Govern- 


ed 
ment. 
> . Ss home ener ee 
APPLICATION OF MASTER TARA SINGH FOR PASSPORT FOR 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
+353. Sardar Gopal Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to | 
state whether it is a fact that Master Tara Singh, the Akali Leader, applied for 
a passport for the United Kingdom in September 1951, if so, the action taken 
» thereon ; if not the reason therefor ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
1. Yes. 
2. The case is under the consideration of Government. 
Sardar Gopal Singh: For how long shall it remain under considera 
tion ? Nine months have already elapsed. 
Chief Minister: It is not always necessary that such a matter should 
| take 9 months ; it may take eleven months in some cases, (Laughter.) 
ARMS LICENCES IN LUDHIANA DISTRICT. 
*355. Sardar Gopal Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
State :— . 
4 (a) the total number of persons who are holding licences for keeping 
revolvers and guns separately in the Ludhiana District ; 
ow 
P (ò) the names of licencees whose licences have been cancelled during 
the last one year in the said district ; ; 
(c) the number of persons together with their names who have been 
given revolver licences in Ludhiana District during the last one year? 
.e 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a,b and c) It is*not in public interest to disclose the total number 
of arms livencees and to give the names of those whose licences 
have been cancelled or who have been granted revolver licences. 
tf, however, it is intended to draw the attention of Government 
to any particular case this may be done by letter when the comp- 
laint, if any, will be looked into. 


Sardar Gopal Singh: What harm does the Government fear if it 


gives names ? 


Chief Minister : There are quite a number of considerations for not 
doing so. 
SEATING ARRANGEMENTS FOR LITIGANTS IN COURTS 
AT LUDHIANA. 


*383 *Dewan Jagdish Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state:-— 


(a) the average number of litigants attending the District Courts at 
Ludhiana per day ; 


— 


(b) whether there exist in, the court compounds any arrangements 
for the seating and shelter of the litigants ; if not, the action proposed to be 
taken by the Government in the matter ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 
(a) About 300. 


(b) The litigants sit on cemented benches fixed at various places in the 
court compound, in the verandahs of the court rooms, on grassy 
plots and in two sheds, which afford adequate room and protec- 
tion against sun and rainy weather. 


Dewan Jagdish Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state 
whether the State Government has made any arrangements for providing 
seating accommodation and drinking water to the litigants attending the 
District Courts at Ludhiana ? E 


Chief Minister : I would like to give a general reply to this. question. 
I have not the slightest hesitation in admitting that the arrangements as they 
exist at present are not satisfactory. The State Government would very 
much like to improve these arrangements but due to paucity of funds the 
Government is helpless and cannot do anything at present. 
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PAYMENT OF JAGIRS CF CERTAIN PEPSU VILLAGES MERGED 
INTO LUDHIANA DISTRICT. 
*275. Sardar Ajmer Singh: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state :— 
4 (a) the reasons why the Jagirs of the villages, which belonged to 
P.E.P.S.U. but were merged into Ludhiana District on 26th January, 1950, 
have not been paid ‘so far to the Jagirdars concerned ; 


(b) whether the Government intends to pay the Jagirs ; if so, when ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
(a) The term for which this Jagir was granted and the conditions 
a of the grant attached to it are not trace able so far. 
(b) Patiala and East Punjab States Union Government have been 
requested to supply the required information with necessary 


record. Payment will be made, if due, when all the material, 


referred to in (a) above, is available. 


ae ee ee ee 


NILOKHER1 COMMUNITY PROJECT. 


_ 803. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister$for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


` 


(a) the number and names of villages included in the Community 
Project block at Nilokheri ; 


(b) the number and names of villages included in the two Community 
Projects blocks at Faridabad ; 


(c) the date of launching of these projects ; 


(d) the total amount to be spent on these projects in the State ? 


= Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


(a) For the present, one block of about 130 villages around Nilokheri. 
The names of the villages selected for this purpose are given . 
in the statement.%* 


(b) The question of taking up villages around Faridabad for develop- 
ment under the Community Projects Scheme is yet under 
consideration in consultation with the Government of India. 


(c) A survey of the villages around Nilohkheri has started since the 
2nd week of June, 1952. 
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ıd) According to the modcl scheme prepared by the Government of 
India, the est.mated expenditure on one Community Project, 
comprising 3 development blocks of about 300 villages, is Rs. 65 
lakhs, spread over a period of 3 years. ° 
Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Development Ministcr be pleased 
to state the criterion on which the villages for the Community Projects have 
been selected ? 
| , Minister: A radius has been fixed in which about 100 villages are m 
| taken for one block. a: 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Has a separate estimate for Nilokhert N 
| project been prepared by the State Government ? i 


Minister : No, the estimate will be approximately the same for every 
block. 


| Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
the reasons for not taking over the Faridabad blocks ? 


Minister: This matter is under the consideration of the Government 4, 
of India and if they offer this project, we will take it over. 
REPRESENTATION FROM THE RESIDENTS OF BEIT ILAQA, 
DISTRICT LUDHIANA. 


*340. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Development 
| be pleased to state whether a representation signed by 411 presons has been 
received by the Government from residents of Beit Iliqa, District Ludhiana, 
suggesting measures for provision of more land for the tenants, requesting 
grant of taccavi loans and making concrete suggestions for increased produc- 
tion in the Ilaga ; ifso, the action if any, taken by the Governmnt on 


the above representation ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Karion: No representation signd by 411 
persons was received froin the residents of Beit Ilaqa, Ludhiana District. 


w 


ENFORCEMENT OF SECTION 4 OF THE CHOS ACT IN UNA TEHSIL. 


*396 Rai HariChand: Will the Minister for Development be pleased z 
to state, whether that in view of the hardships to the public and the discontent- 
ment prevailing among them by the enforcement of section 4 of the Chos Act 
in Una Tehsil, the Government intends to withdraw it ? 
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Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: Section 4 of the Punjab Land Preserva- 
tion Act as a whole has not been applied t> the Una Tehsil of Hoshiarpur 
District. The restrictions imposed in the Una Tehsil apply to the herding of 
goats and camels kept for trade and breeding purposes. The villagers are 
permitted to keep stall-fed goats and camels for their domestic use after 
obtaining permit from the Divisional Forest Officer, Hoshiarpur Forest Divi- 
Sion. Permits to keep 5,065 goats and 90 camels have already been issued. 


As such no hardship is caused to the public. 


The restrictions were imposed in the interest of soil conservation and so 
long as the condition of chos does not improve, Government regret they have 
no intention to permanently withdraw these, but some more time has been 
given to the people affected to dispose of their excess animals and~during 
that time they hiva been asked through their representatives to settle condi- 
tions with the Government in a way that their hardships may be reduced 


and public good expected from the work may not suffer. 
Sardar Chanan Singh: ‘The answer given by the hon. Minister is a 
pure lie (Jhut.) 


Mr. Speaker: You cannot use the word ‘ Jhut.’ It is unparliamentary. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: l meant to say that the answer given by the 
hon. Minister is totally wrong. | 


Minister : I will make enquiries and if the reply is round co be wrong, 


I shall take action against the officers responsible for it. 


ee ee 


SCHEME OF PROVIDING PUMPING SUBSIDY TO 
NEEDY ZAMINDARS. 
+897. Rai Hari Chand: Will the Minister for Development be pleas- 
ed to state whether the Government will include Una Tehsil in the scheme of 


providing pumping subsidy to the needy Zamindars ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: The Government of India have decided 
that all Grow More Food funds should be utilized only in intensive cultiva- 
tion areas selected by this State and approved by them. As Una Tehsil does 
not fall under this category, this Tehsil cannot be included in the scheme 


for the distribution of pumping sets as taccavi loans. 
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CANALISING THE SWAN IN UNA TEHSIL. 
*398. Rai Hari Chand: Will the Minister for Irrigation be pleased 
to stite :— 
(a) whether the Government has considered the advisability of canaliz- 


ing the Swan in Una Tehsil ; 


(b) if not, the reasons therefor ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 
(a) No. 
(b) The Swan in Una Tehsil is outside the irrigation boundary and its 
canalizing has never been considered. 


EEE EE ey 


REDUCTION IN ABiANA RATE. 


«241. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister / for Irrigation be 
pleased to state the steps Government proposes to take to bring down the 
abiana rate to the old level ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : The Government has not had time to study the 
question in all its bearings during the short time at its disposal since the 
assumption of office. The action to be taken will depend on the conclusions 
arrived at as a result of the examination of this question. 


SUPPLY OF WATER TO WESTERN JUMNA CANAL BY 
ASSOCIATED TUBEWELLS. 


+346. Professor Sher Singh: Will the Minister for Irrigation be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) the quantity of water promised to be supplied by the Associated 
Tubewells to the Western Jumna Canal through Tubewells by the end of 
this year ; 

(5) the number of such tubewells that have been constructed so far, 
and the approximate quantity of water thrown in the canal by these 
tubewells ; 


(c) the length of time which the firm will take to construct the required 


number of tubewells ! 


(d) the causes of delay ia the work, if any, and the steps proposed to 
be taken by the Government to avoid such delay in future. 
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Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 
(a) 450 cusecs. 


re (b) 26 Tubewells have been drilled and drilling of 5 more isin prog- 
. | ress. These are at different stages of completion, 
4 No Tubewell has started working. 
(c) The firm hopes to complete all by 31st March 1953. 
(d) The progress has been slow due to initial difficulties of obtaining 
necessary equipment and drilling staff by the firm. 
L No action can be taken till after the stipulated date of completion when 
penalty will be charged. The firm is being pressed and further guarantee is 
= being taken to complete the work in time. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Willthe Minister for Irrigation and Power be 
pleased to state the reasons for not starting tha pumping of water from the 
26 tubewells which have been completed ? 
Minister : I think the hon, Member has not understood the reply which 
l gave just now. I said that these tubewells were at different stages of 
a completion. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Does the hon. Minister mean to say that not a 
single tubewell has been completed as yet ? 
Minister : That is what I said in my reply. 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi‘ Has any security been deposited by the Associated 
Tubewells Co. with the Punjab Government ? | l 
Minister : I want notice to answer this question. 
Shri Ranjit Singh : By not giving this simple information the hon. 
p Minister has only betrayed his poor knowledge about the working of the 
| * department under his charge. 
Mr. Speaker: You should withdraw these remarks. 
Shri Ranjit Singh : I withdraw my remarks. 
| Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister for Power and Irrigation 
| 4 be pleased to state whether in view of the slow progress the said company 
| has made so far in the construction of tubewells the State Government is 
a confident that it will be able to complete its work with in the scheduled time, 
i i. e., in 9 months, more ? 
Minister: Yes. Weare most hopeful. Moreover, the Company has 
given a guarantce. 
. °? 
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DEPOSITING OF MONEY BY ZAMINDARS FOR SMALL IRRIGATION 
PROJECTS IN THE STATE. 
*347, Shri Sher Singh: Will the Minister for Irrigation be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) the percentage of the expenditure to be deposited by Zamindars for 
small irrigation projects meant for extending minors or constructing new 


sub-minors in the State ; 


(b) whether the Government have revised their previous decision, 


if so, why ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh : 
(a) Originally the Government of India proposed that minor irrigation 
schemes be taken up on the following basis : 
(i) 25 per cent of the total cost should be paid by Zamindars. 
(îi) 373% will be paid by Government of India as subsidy. 
(iii) Remaining 374% should be contributed by . the State 
Government. 
(b) Yes. As Government of India has now stopped payment of 374% 
as subsidy therefore the Zamindars have been asked to pay 624% 


which will be adjusted against the Betterment Fee to be charged 
on completion. 


cnn ame. ~ —_ 


OPENING OF NEW LIQUOR SHOFS AND CONSUMPTION OF OPIUM 
AND LIQUOR IN THE STATE. 


+150. Shri Dev Raj Sethi : Will the Minister for Labour be plezsed 
to state :— 


(a) whether any new liquor shops were opened in the State during the 


years 1950—51 and 1951—52 ; 


(b) the total quantity of liquor, foreign and country-madc, respectively, 


consumed in each of the districts during the aforesaid period ; 


(c) the total quantity of opium consumed in each of the districts of 


the State during the aforesaid period ; 


(d) the total revenue received by the Government on account of the 
sale of liquor and opium, respectively, during the aforesaid period ? 
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Chaudhri Sundar Singh : 


1950 —51 1951—52 
han. a SD 
| (a) Nil One 
» 
4 (b) and (c) Statements ‘A’ and ‘B’ giving the required information 
i are given below. 
1950—51 1951—52 
j Rs. Rs 
— 
(d) (i) Liquor .. 1,36,56,554 1,57,52,157 
> (ii) Opium ...  87,73,030 99,44,859 
STATEMENT ‘A’ 
Showing the total quantity of liquor, foreign and country-made 
e consumed in each of the districts for the years 1950—51 and 1951—52. 
T EE G E ED EEE EE R GRRE 
: Foreign liquor consumed. Country liquor consumed 
(o) ea cates acs oan ani ean es N a aaa a a A 
Z 
T N £ district 1950—51 1951—52 1950—51 1951—52 
F ame Or QISIACE: L. P. gallons | L. P. gallons | L. P. gallons | L. P. gallons 
1 | Hissar isa 4,690 7,719 6,802 6,036 
2 Rohtak eae l 2 13:3 ose 
3 | Gurgaon ae 875 1,839 5,491 5,672 
— 4 | Karnal os 1,251 847 6,516 5,978 
£ 
5 | Ambala ka 22,611 33,703 20,727 19,566 
6 | Simla sae 7,527 7,534 3,806 3,472 
7 | Kangra vee 2,982 5,991 11,820 6,726 
8 | Hoshiarpur ae 1,234 1,811 15,899 16,484 
i 9 | Jullundur a 14,596 6,665 | 17,795 14,826 
10 | Ludhiana z 9,322 11,941 30,269 29,330 
q~ 
i 11 | Ferozepore oe 7,431 12,759 46,090 43,951 
12 | Amritsar we 14,432 46,392 35,994 33,053 
13 | Gurdaspur .. 9,791 | 8,667 15,542 15,835 
, e e 
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STATEMENT ‘B’ 


Showing the total quantity of opium consumed in each of the districts 


of the State during the years 1950—51 and 1951—52. = 
f ah 
5 Opium consumed during the years k | 
z E it oe ee eee 
$ | Name of district see eee i 
1 | Hissar ae T F 773 695 à 
2 | Rohtak Wee Se be 76 249 — 
3 | Gurgaon ‘ea vs a 299 264 po | 
à | Karnal ass ae jas 383 343 
5 | Ambala si se ie 1,070 959 
6 | Simla ge = sg 47 41 
7 | Kangra Er si os 185 i 135 
8 Hoshidigu- x Bs ee = 855 | 733 
9 | Jullundur "i ne m 1,141 839 4 
10 | Ludhiana EI . 1,824 1,432 l 
11 | Ferozepore se sas i 3,722 2,771 | 
12 | Amritsar sa iss i 3,354 2,404 
13 | Gurdaspur iy a | os 718 497 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It appears from the statement which has been 
supplied to me that in 1950-51 the consumption of liquor in Amritsar was 
14432 gallons whereas in 1951-52 it was of the order of 46392 gallons, 

; which represents an increase of 300 per cent. Similarly in the case of 
Gurgaon, the consumption of liquor has increased by 120 per cent and 2 
in several other districts the increase has varied from 50 to 60 per cent. 

When the Government is fully aware of this abnormal increase in 
the consumption of liquor, what steps his it taken te kecp its Consumption 
within normal limits ? 


ou 


EEE EEEN 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is a seasoned parliamentarian. w 
I do not know why he should put such irrelevant supplementary 

questions. He wanted certain facts and figures which have been o] 
. . . ° | 
furnished to him. How does his supplementary question as to what | 
steps the Government has taken to check this rise in consumption | 
arise out of the main question ? | 
e 
| 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, the reply given by the Government reveals 
a serious state of affairs. Since the Government is committed to 
the policy of prohibition, I wanted to know what steps it has taken 
to check this abnormal increase in the consumption of liquor. 


Mr. Speaker: Iam sorry. I cannot agree with the. hon. Member. 
He should resume his seat. 


RECOVERY OF ABDUCTED WOMEN AND GIRLS. 
*297. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 


to state :— 


(a) the total number of abducted women and girls recovered from 
Pakistan and Indian Union since 1947 up to Ist June 1952 ; 


(b) the monthly average of such recovery in Pakistan and the Indian 
Union ; 

(c) the annual expenditure on the agency employed for the recovery 
of abducted women in the Indian Union. 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) 8,155 from Pakistan and 16,723 from India, according to 
the statements of recovery statistics, received by the Govern- 
ment, from the Displaced Persons’ Enquiries and Search 
Service, New Delhi, an office subordinate to the Government 
of India. 


(b) 151 in Pakistan and 310 in India, according to the figures 


at (a) above. 


(c) Recovery of abducted persons being the responsibility of 
the Central Government the required information is not 
available with the State Government. 


CLAIMS OF URBAN REFUGEES IN THE STATE. 


+367 Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state whether the Punjab Government is corresponding with the Govern- 
ment of India regarding the claims of the urban refugees ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: The hon. Member may be aware that the Govern- 
ment of India had initiated a scheme for giving compensation to displaced 
persons who owned immovable evacuee property in urban areas in Pakistan 
and for this purpose the Displaced Persons (Verification of Claims) Act, 
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1950 was passed and machinery was set up for verifying the claims of 
displaced persons. Later the Government of India took steps to evaluate 
urban evacuee property left by Muslims in India, and the two schemes 
have already made considerable progress. The Punjab Government, at 
the recent meetings of the Joint Rehabilitation Board held in Simla in 


May, 1952 impressed uron the representatives of the Government of India 
that the payment of compensation should be expedited and that the delay was 
causing frustration among displaced persons. 


LEVY OF PROFESSION TAX. 
*242. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Local Govern- 


ment be pleased to state as to when does the Government propose to 
relieve the burden of poor labouring classes by withdrawing the levy of 


Profession Tax in the State ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: Government have prescribed anew model 
schedule for Profession Tax whereby persons following certain professions 
fetching low income have been grouped together and assessed at a flat 
rate of Rs. 3 per annum. It is not intended to abolish Profession Tax 
as that would seriously affect finances of District Boards,- which require 


to be strengthened, 


Sardar Chanan Singh : Is the hon. Minister aware of the fact that 
the Profession Tax causes a great hardship to the unskilled labourers ; 


if so when is it proposed to abolish it ? 


t 


Minister for Public Works: So far as my information goes, this 


tax is not recoverable from the unskilled labourers, 


Shrimati Sita Devi : Is it within the knowledge of the hon. Minister 
that all the petty shop keepers are required to pay the Profession Tax ? 


Minister for Public Works: Every shopkeeper is liable to pay 


this tax as he has some profession. The tax varies according to the income. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is it not a fact that petty shopkeepers have 
not sufficient income to justify the levy of this tax ? 


Mr. Speaker: I cannot permit the hon. Minister to reply to this 
question. This is not a suplemenatry question, It does not arise at all. 


Punjmp Vidhan Sabha 


Digi ed by; 


Panjf™ Digital Library 


Starred Questions and Answers (12) 23 


EMBEZZLEMENT IN DISTRICT BOARD GURGAON. 
*301. . Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht : Will the Minister for Local Govern- 


ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the case of embezzlement of over Rs. 12,000 in the 
4 accounts of D. B. Gurgaon was brought to the notice of the Government 
by Members of this House ; 


(b) whether itis also a fact that the sum was shown as deposited 
on or about the date of the complaint, after a period of over two months ; 


. (c) the action, if any, taken by the Government in the matter ? 
no Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : 
a (a) No. 
(b) No. 
(c) Does not arise. If any case is brought to notice, Government 
will inquire into it. 
Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht : On what date was the amount of the 
embezzled money recovered ? 


- Minister for Local Government: This does not arise, In this 
question it had been asked whether this case came to the notice of the 
Government or not and I have replied to it. 


ee US a na 


DISTRICT ENGINEER IN DISTRICT BOARD GURGAON. 


*302. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht:. Will the Minister for Local 
Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that under the rules 
a Civil Engineering degree or its equivalent is essential for the post 
of a District Engineer ; if so the qualifications possessed by the District 
Engineer in the service of the District Board, Gurgaon ? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : . 
(a) Yes, but Government can appuint an engineer who does not 
possess such qualifications vide rule 10 of the District Works 

Rules, 1926 | 


xy . (b) He is a Diploma holder of Hewett Engineering School, Lucknow. 
On account of his adequate experience in design and construction 
of buildings and roads work in the District Board and in the 
Military Department, the State Buildings and Roads Department 
considered him suitable for the post of the District Engineer, 
although he did not possess the required technical qualifications. 


. ° 
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Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: What are the reasons for which the 
Government accepted the recommendation of the District Board ? 


Minister : This question does not arise. He was sent there after 
consulting the District Board. The Engineering Department had recom- 
mended him and the Government had to agree to it. 

Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Were there some other candidates with 
higher qualifications who wanted to be considered for this job ? 


Minister: No. There was no other candidate. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Does the Government always accept 
recommendations of the District Boards ? 


Minister: The Government accepts the reasonable recommendations. 


REGISTRATION OF CASES OF ADULTERATION OF MILK AND 
OTHER FOODSTUFFS BY THE POLICE IN THE STATE. 


+362. Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the Minister for Local Government 
be pleased to state :— a : 


(c) the total number of cases of adulteration of milk and other food- 
stuffs registered by the Police in the year 1951-52 in the State ; 


» 


(5) the total number of cases in which convictions were secured 
and the total amount of fine realised during the above mentioned 
period ; 

(c) whether any persons were sentenced to terms of imprisonment, 
if so, their number ? . 

Shri Jagat Narain : 

(a) 3,429 prosecutions were launched in courts by Food Inspectors. 
Such cases are not registered with the Police. 


(b) Convictions—2,096 
Fine realised —Rs. 2,40,727. 


(c) Yes. 135. 


PURCHASE OF CARS FOR THE MINISTERS. 


*62 Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 


(a) the number of cars purchased by the Government for the use of 
Ministers in the State ; 


(b) the price paid for these cars ? 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Seven | 
— (b) Rs. 1,31,674-15-0. A further sum of Rs. 3352-6 is yet to be 
| ` paid. 
4 Shri Prabodh Chandra: Did the Government satisfy itself that the 


rates at which these cars were purchased were the lowest ? 


Chief Minister: These cars were purchased by a Government 


Department after proper verification of prices. 


eee eet na 


PROVINCIAL'SATION OF SCHOOLS RUN BY LOCAL BODIES 
| IN THE STATE. 


*149. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) whether Government has considered the advisability of provincialisa= 
tion of the schools of all the Local Bodies in the State ; if so, the result 
thereof 3 


(b) whether any local bodies were consulted on the subject ? 
Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) The matter is under the consideration of the Government at 
present ; 


(b) A few Deputy Commissioners were consulted who happened 
to be also the Chairmen of the District Boards. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: What was the opinion of these bodies about the 
previncialization of Schools ? 

Minister: Some were in favour of the scheme while others were 
against it. | 

Shri Dev Raj Sethi: How much time will the Government take in 


provincializing these schools ? 


Minister: I require notice for replying to this question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : ls the hon. Minister aware of the replies 
given by the members of the Committees of the District Boards which 
had been formed for considering the question of the provincialization 
of schools ? 


Minister: Yes. 


Se ¢@ 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the Government has decided 
not to provincialize the District Board Schools because it has not got 
necessary funds for this purpose ? 


Minister: No. The matter is under the consideratian of the | ane 
Government. “es 
NATIONALIZATION OF ROAD TRANSPORT IN THE STATE. 
*243 Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state :— æ 
(a) the number of motor transport routes in the State which have been ~ai 
nationalized so far 3 E 
(b) the amount invested in the enterprise so far and that which is 
going to be invested ; 
(c) the number of transport companies which were operating on these 
routes before nationalization and the alternative routes which have been 
given to them ? 
+ 
Shri Jagat Narain : 
(a) Government Transport Services are running on 48 routes includ- 
ing local and suburban routes, 
(b) The total capital investment up to 3Ist March, 1952 was 
Rs. 38,14,959. During the current year, provision has been 
made for capital expenditure of Rs. 28,54,000. j 
(c) The number of transport companies operating on these routes 
before nationalization was 13 and the number of the alternative 
routes given to them was 54. = 
Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: What considerations guided the Govenment 
in the selection of these routes ? 
Minister: I require fresh notice for this question. 
Sardar Chanan Singh: The hon. Minister has stated that the Govern- 
ment gave 54 alternate routes to the companies. Will he kindly state the v 
number of Transport Companies who wanted permits to operate on these pen 
routes ? í 
Minister: The question does not arise, 
°, 
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AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS OF TEXT BOOKS IN THE STATE. 


*318. Shri Ram Kishan: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state the names of authors and publishers of text books prescribed for the 
first, second and third primary classes and fifth and sixth secondary classes 
in the State ? 

Shri Jagat Narain: The lists showing the names of authors and publis- 


hers are laid on the Table”. 


a ee ND SOR 


INCREASE IN THE NUMBER CF BEDS IN GOVERNMENT 
HOSPITAL AMRITSAR AND STUDENTS IN THE MEDICAL 
COLLEGE, AMRITSAR. 


*319. Shri Ram Kishan: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state whether it is proposed to increase the number of beds in the Govern- 
ment Hospital, Amritsar and consequently to increase the number of students 
for admission to the Medical College, Amritsar ? 

Shri Jagat Narain: No. 

Shrimati Sita Devi: Has the Government not felt the necessity of 
increasing the number of students who can be admitted to the Medical 
College, Amritsar ? 

Chief Minister : May I with your permission draw the attention of the 
hon. Lady Member to the fact that a definite reply has bsen given by the 
Minister, If she is not satisfied with the reply, she can comment on it during 


the course of the debate, 


SUPPLY OF DRINKING WATER TO THE VILLAGES 
SURROUNDING SALHAWAS. 


#345. Shri Sher Singh: Will the Minister for Education be pleased to 
state the steps proposed by the Government to supply water for drinking to 
the villages surrounding Salhawas, District Rohtak, where during summer 
every year either there is practically no water in the wells or if there is any 
that is undrinkable ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: The proposals for the supply of drinking water to 
the villages surrounding Salhawas (District Rohtak) have been under the 
consideration of Government for some years, but in view of the prohibtive 
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cost involved and the proposed extensions of irrigation system as a result 
of the construction of the Bhakra canals, the scheme for drinking water 
supply has been withheld, until proposals for the canal extension system 


take a final shape. . ‘ 


ees a 
INCOME FROM PRIVATE WARDS IN CIVIL HOSPITALS. 


*366. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Education be pleased 
to state :— 


(a) the percentage of the income accruing on account of Private 


Wards in Civil Hospitals shared by the doctors in the State ; 

(b) the rulės allowing such a share : if any ; | | 

(c) whether the efficiency of the hospitals does not suffer by allowing 
such a share ? 

Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) Fees for Bicterinlogical and Pathological work, X-Ray Skiagram, 
and Electrical Treatment charged from patients under treatment 


REPRESENTATION MADE BY THE DISTRICT TRADE UNION 
CONGRESS, AMRITSAR. 


*344, Sardar Achhar Singh: Will the Minister for Labour be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a representation was madeto him on April r 
24, 1952, when he visited Amritsar, by the Amritsar District Trade Union 


+. 
in Private Wards in the Civil Hospitals in the Punjab are shared 
between Government and the medical officers concerned, in 
the ratio of 40 and 60 per cent, respectively. Visiting, 
Operation and confinement fees charged from such 
patients are not shared by Government, but are retained in full 
by the medical officers concerned. | 
(b) The levy of fees for different purposes is governed by rules con- 
tained in Appendix LIII and its Annexures I to IIT of the Punjab 
Medical Manual. | 
(c) No. » 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Congress, urging the Government to restore the cut in the wages of the tex- 
tile workers, to reinstate the retrenched workers and to grant them unemploy- 
ment allowances and suggesting concrete measuresto keep the factories 


working ; if so, the action taken thereon ? 
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Chaudhri Sundar Singh: Yes. The matter is under consideration of 


Government. 
mt. Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Labour be pleased to 
t state as to how much time the Government will take to consider the matter. 
4 Minister ; It is notin public interest to disclose this information, 


— ——— anes owe 


CORRUPTION CASES AGAINST GOVERNMENT SERVANTS 
IN THE STATE. 


— *66. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
: state :— 


(a) the number of cases of corruption against Government servants, 
brought to the notice of Government during the year 1951—52 in the State ; 


(b) the action, if any, so far taken by the Government in these cases ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) & (b) It is regretted that the required information is not readily 


Ae ree i Oe ne a SO Ae NG a mw 


available and the time and labour involved in its collection will 
not be commensurate with the benefits accruing fromit. Infor- 
mation regarding action taken against corrupt Government 
servants in the State during the calender year 1951, in so far as 
it ‘is available with Government is detailed in the statement given 
| below. The number of pending cases at the end of the year is 
f ° 
| also shown therein. 
' 
Nature of punishment | - Non-Gazetted Gazetted 
— Decided cases 
Convicted je 7 R 
Fined ; 1 T 
Services Terminitsd ase 294 7 
Censured 8 = 
Reverted 19 6 
Retired Compulsorily 4 4 
Increment stopped 11 2 
Reduced in the time scale of pay 2 1 
yj Approved service forfeited 3 o 
Debarred from promotion A 1 = 
Permitted to resign ss 5 ay 
—_ Minor Punishments et 9 2 
Pending Cases 
Pending in Court sa 33 2 
Pending Departmental inquiry ia 48 11 
Pending with the Police | ie 12 1 
Pending with the S.I.A. ea 3 10 
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Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state 
if the Government is prepared to refer cases of corruption to a Special 
Tribunal if such cases are brought to its notice ? i 


Chief Minister; May I Sir, with your permission repeat the reply 
which I have just now given. The hon. Member’s question relates to the 
number of c?ses of corruption against Government servants which were 
brought to the notice of the Government during the year 1951-52 and I 
have given the reply that the required information is not readily available and 
the time and labour involved in its collection will not be commensurate 
with the benefits accruing from it. In view of this reply, I think that the 
hon. Member’s question does not arise. 


BORDER INCIDENTS IN THE STATE. 


*67. Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
States:— i 


(a) the number of border incidents . which took place on the border 
between East and West Punjab during the year 1951-52; 


(b) the loss of life and property as a resit of these incidents ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) 18. 

(6. (i) one. 


(it) 106 herds of cattle. 


KLECTIONS TO LOCAL BODIES IN THE STATE. 
*245. Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Local Governe 


ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) When the elections to Local Bodies (District Boards, Municipal 
Committees and Small Town Committees) are proposed to be held in the 
State; 

(b) the qualifications of voters for these elections; 


(c) the date when the new electoral rolls will be ready ? 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: 


(a) Earnest efforts are being made to hold elections to most of the 
Locals Bodies during the current year. 


(b) All voters for elections to the Legislative Assembly will be electors 
of Local Bodies. 
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(c) Does not arise because electoral rolls for the Legislative Assembly 


t 


have been adopted for elections to Local Bodies. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In view of the new electoral rolls being prepared 
in certain urban areas, will the Minister for Local-Government be pleas- 
ed to state whether the waiting lists will be adopted for elections to Munici- 
pal Committees ? 

Minister: The old clectoral lists will be adopted in the ensuing 


Municipal elections. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: May I know the month in which these elec- 
tions are to be held ? 
Minister: Elections to the Local Bodies may be held sometime between 


October and December this year. 


FUNDS FOR POLITICAL SUFFERERS IN THE STATE. 
*259 Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 


state .— 

(a) whether any funds have been earmarked for payment to Political 
Sufferers in the State; if so, how much; 

(b) the terms on which the payment is to be made, the procedure by 
which list of beneficiaries is to be prepared and the amount to be deter- 
mined; | : 

(c) the date from which the payment is to be made ? 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

(a) A fund (called National Workers Relief Fund for the present) has 
been constituted to provide relief to the poor, destitute and 
needy, particularly those persons or the families of those persons 
who suffered during or on account of the struggle for the national 
liberation, either by long incarceration resulting in loss of health 
or professions or for loss of property. Government contributed 
a sum of Rs. 30,000 to the fund in i951-52, Provision has also 
been made in the current year’s budget for a contribution of 
Rs. 50,000. 

(b) The rules governing the constitution of the fund are under the 
consideration of Government. 


(c) Payments will be made after the finalisation of the rules. 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In view of the statement made by the Chief 
Minister that political sufferers will be treated at par with the ex-soldiers 
in the matter of compensation, will he be pleased to state whether similar 
facilities and amenities be given to the political sufferers as have been given 
to the ex-soldiers ? 


Chief Minister: I think so. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Government intends to refund the fines recovered from inhabi- 


tants of certain villages ? 
Mr. Speaker: It does not arise out of the main question. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Will the hon. Chief Minister be pleased to state 
as to what concessions have been given to the ex-soldiers during the last 
five years ? 


Chief Minister: Does this question arise, Sir ? 
Mr. Speaker: It does not. 
Captain Ranjit Singh: I think it does arise, Sir. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: According to the provision made in the Budget a 
sum of Rs. 5 hundred will be given to every ex-soldier. Will the Chief 
Minister be pleased to state whether similar amounts will be given to the 
political sufferers ? 


Mr. Speaker : 1t is a request for action. 


Chief Minister: Sir, before we proceed further, it is my duty as 
Leader of the House to bring to your notice the conduct of a Member who 
waved his hand in a manner which amounts to ridiculing the Chair. Even 
if that hon Member is politically connected with me, I shall not protect 
him when he has insulted the Chair, 


Mr. Speaker: I think the hon, Member should express regret for having 
behaved in a manner to which even the Leader of the House has objected. 


Captain Ranjit Singh: Sir, when the Chief Minister could not 
answer a very simple question, of mine, I gave him “Salam”? and said 
“ Achha Sahib” I waved my hand for that purpose, Probably, the Leader 
of the , House thinks that by doing so, I ridiculed the Chair. But actually, 
Sir, I waved my hand in “‘Sulam’”’ to the Leader of the House and not 
to the Chair. As such I do not think that I have insulted the 
Chair. 


Mr. Speaker: This is still worse. You should withdraw it. 
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Captain Ranjit Singh : Sir, I did not mean to insult anybody but 
if you think that it was meant for the Chair, I am very sorry. It should 
not be taken in that light but if it`is so taken, I most respectfully withdraw 


that gesture, 


Mr, Speaker: While I thank the hon. Member for withdrawing 
it, I must tell him that even an exchange of gestures between two Members 


means an insult to the Chair. 


re e m 


PREVENTION OF HINDU BIGAMOUS MARRIAGES BILL 


Mr. Speaker: The question hour being over, now we come to the 
next item on the agenda. I call upon Shrimati Sita Devi to move her motion. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Sir, I beg to move : 


That leave be granted to introduce the Punjab Prevention of Hindu Bigamous 


Marriages Bill. 
Mr. Speaker : Motion moved: 


That leave be granted to introduce the Punjab Prevention of Hindu Bigamous 


Marriages Bill. 


Mr. Speaker : Question is : 


That leave be granted to introduce the Punjab Prevention of Hindu Bigamous 


Marriages Bill. 
The motion was carried. 


Shrimati Sita Devi (Jullundur City South East) (Hindi): Sir, I beg 
to introduce : | 
The Punjab Prevention of Hindu Bigamous Marriages Bill. 


Mr. Speaker. I beg to submit that in the first instance this Bill was 
introduced in the Legislative Assembly in the year 1948, when after due 
discussion it was circulated tor eliciting public opinion, Opinions were 
actually received from-all the Deputy Commissioners, Commissioners, 
Sessions Judges and other important non-official institutions in the State. 
It is hoped that the record of the opinions received will be available in 
the Legislature Secretariat and the same, if referred to, will reveal the 
extent to which the public had lent support to the aims and objects of the 
Bill. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the then Law Minister in the Government of 
India, too, welcomed the idea and he was pleased to convey his sense of 
appreciation to me. The Bill was referred to a Select Committee which duly 
considered but it could not be passed into law in that Assembly. The mem- 
bers of the Assembly were recently elected by the people. 
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[ Shrim:ti Sita Devi ] 
[ At this stage Chaudhri Lahri Singh, Minister for Irrigation rose from 
his seat to go out of the Chamber.) l 


Will Chaudhri Sahib please take the trouble of remaining in his seat 
for sometime more ? Mr. Speaker, my impression was that the Bill could 
not be passed in the previous “Assembly because the number of lady mem- 
bers in that House was very small and the male Members were in absolute 
majority. It is true that the number of lady members in the present House 
is again only three but I am glad to note that my brethren here are at 
one with me in realising that such a Bill should be passed during the 


present Session, 


Sir, it has been accepted as a universal principle that a man should be 
faithful to his wife. Take the case of the * Ramayna”’, On an allegation made 
by a washerman, Shri Ram Chandra sent his wife to exile, but in her 
absence when he performed the Yajna instead of marrying a second wife he 
got the golden image of Sitaji placed by his side. 


Minister for Irrigation: What about Raja Dashrath ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: A little’ earlier Chaudhri Sahib wanted to go 


somewhere. He may better go, if he so likes. 


I have narrated this incident from the “Ramayana.” To-day the men 
want that their wives should be devoted to them but can I be assured that 
the former too, on their part will be faithful to their wives and will 
bear in mind the story of the golden image that I have related. 
What are our customs to-day? In our villages, there is a custom known 
as “ chadar’’ according to which on the death of a woman’s husband she 
marries the brother of the deceased and if, he too, passes away, she marries 
the other brother. This House is aware of the fact that we are a free nation 
now and it is bit essentiai that we should know what will be the status of 


women in the new structure of Society. 


Captain Ranjit Singh : Ona point of order, Sir. The Lady Member 
is attacking the customs of certain communities. I would request the hon, 
Lady Member, through you, Sir to withdraw these remarks. 


Mr. Speaker: I entirely agree with you. 


Shirimati Sita Devi: Sir, I am not attacking the customs. ï am ex- 
plaining them simply for the information of the House 


Captain Ranjit Singh : She should better withdraw the same. 
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Minister for Public Works: I hope the lady Member will withdraw 
she Bill also. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: It has generally become a fashion ‘to-day that 
nen having a wife and children wants to marry again. 


Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. Lady Member feel the necessity of giving 
uch examples when there is no opposition to the Bill ? 


Shrimati Sita Devi: It is quite true Sir, that no body in the House 
1 opposed to the Bill, but I want that it should be passed. 


Mr. Speaker, my submission is that such like Bills have already been 
assed. in the States of Bombay, Madras and Baroda. I made several 
rquests to my Government that following the precedent set by the Bombay 
Gvernment, our Government should also agree to introduce this 
Ell officially. My requests fell on deaf ears. I reiterated my request before 
tle present Government but it was not acceded to, probably because it 
wis feared that the House in which the men were a majority would not 
cae to lend its full support to it. Thus, I have been left with no other 


altrnative but to introduce this Bill as a non-official measure. 


According to the wishes of the hon. Speaker, I shall not waste the 
precious time of the House. However, I think it necessary to bring to 
your notice a few matters of vital public importance. My humble sub- 
miision is that we should take steps to eradicate the evil of bigamy, which 
is eating into the vitals of Hindu society, This evil is increasing every 
day and it is a matter of shame for us that our women have been reduced 
to a very pitious and humiliating condition. Some women have to 
clean utensils to make both their ends meet. Others are working in schools 
and there are still others who have no means of livelihood and are forced 


to resort to prostitution. 


This Bill was presented in the Previous Assembly as well. But 
I am sorry that the- then Legislators did not care to pass this important 
Bill, Now that it has been introduced with the consent of the House, 
I would earnestly request that this piece of legislation which aims at 
purging the society of the evil of bigamy should be passed unanimously. 
PUBLICATION IN THE PRESS OF RESOLUTIONS, BILLS, ETC., 
BEFORE THEY ARE ADMITTED. 


Mr. Speaker: I want to draw the pointed attention of the House 
to a matter of vital importance that no question, resolution or Bill of 


which notice has been given by a Member should be given out for 
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publication in the press or otherwise until it has been admitted. Shri 
Kesho Dass, who has given notice of a Bill, has got printed copies of the 
same and he has circulated them. Perhaps he has done this due to 
ignorance of rules and regulations. It is highly objectionable and I 


would ask the hon. Members to remain careful in such matters in future. 


RESOLUTIONS, 
SEPARATION OF JUDICIARY FROM THE EXECUTIVE. 


Shri Ram Kishan (Jullundur City, North West) (Hindi): Sir, I beg 
to move that: 


| 
| Now, I would call upon Shri Ram Kishan to move his Resolntion, 
: 
| 


In view of the fact that in all advanced and progressive countries, an independer 
judiciary is considered an absolute necessity for the peace and progress if 
the country, this Assembly recommends to the Government to take eaiy 


steps to separste the judiciary from the Executive. 

Sir, the resolution which I have had the privilege of moving in tle 
House, with your kind permission, is of a very important nature. Our 
real independence and the progressive development of democracy depeid 
on our having an independent judiciary. During the British regime oir 


nationalist leaders raised their voice against the vesting of judicial aid 
executive functions in the same hands because this system cannot gire 
us unalloyed justice, But the Governmert of the time turned a deaf ear 
to all our requests, J want to draw the attention of the House to the 
historical background of this vital issue, The union of judicial and 
executive fuactions was Considered a violation of the basic principles of 
justice and the Indians, especially the Bengalis, agitated against this 
anomaly. Sir, I want to tell the hon. Members that even Warren Hastings 


was opposed to this structure. Some alterations were made in 1790 but ~ 


these were of a very minor nature. The Indian National Congress 
persistently made the demand that the executive should be separated 
from judiciary in almost every session it held. Even in the Central 
Legislature, the Indian statesmen repeatedly made this demand. Further 
I want to place before you an extract from the memorandum sent to the 


Secretary of State for [ndia in 1839 which runs as follows :— 


The union of judicial and executive function is considered to violate the first = 
principle of equity. It is pointed out that the very natures of the two justices 
differ, and require for their proper discharge two distinct types of menta! 
equipment and out look which cannot be simultaneously possessed by the 


same officials. 
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In the execution of their civil administrative business, the collectors may come 
into conflict with individuals or institutions and it would be inexpedient and 
unsafe to invest them with judicial powers which could be utilised against 
these, that absolute detachment and aloofness which is necessary for the 
impartial carying out of justice cannot be possessed by a Magistrate who is 
also responsible for the peace of the District and who is therefore likely to 


entertain an unconscious bias in one direction or the other. 
This is not all. After this a bara sahib (Henry Cotton) came to India, 


Sir, Henry Cotton, himself a distinguished member of the Indian Civil 
Service, declares it to be a matter of universal knowledge that :— 

Subordinate magistrates whose position and promotion are dependent on the District 
Magistrate cannot, in such circumstances discharge their Judicial duties with 
that degree of independence which ought to characterize a court of justice. 

In the book entitled ‘ New India ° a District Magistrate is reported to 


have written to a subordinate Magistrate. 
The sentence is inadequate, if this occurs again, I shall report your misconduct to 
Government. 
The matter does not end here. After this, in 1916 the Public Service 
Commission wrote : 
The union of executive and judicial powers in the Collector and his subordinates 
was theoretically an objectionable anomaly. 
Sardar Ajmer Singh: The Constitution has accepted the principle of 
the separation of Judiciary from the Executive. Where is the need of going 


into this old history. 


Shri Ram Kishan: In 1927—28, Simon Commission came to India 


and it also laid stress on their separation. 


Mr. Attlee the ex-Premier of the United Kingdom was a member of 
that Commission. In the Commission’s report, it was suggested that the 
Judiciary should be separated from the Executive. At that time India was 
under foreign rule and nobody took notice of such suggestions. After that 
the Government of India Act, 1935 was enforced and elections were held 
under it. Among the members elected to the Central Assembly were persons 
like Bulabhai Desai and Shri Satya Murti. In this very hall, they demanded 
the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive, in order to give real 
justice tothe people. But the country was not the master of its own dest- 
iny. Sono heed was paid to what they said. The Executive and the 
Judiciary were not separated. 


We have been seeing the effects of this combination in the treatment 
meted out to Lokmaniya Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi at different times, 
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During the individual satyagraha movement, Pandit Nehru was awarded 
four years imprisonment fora speech delivered by him at Gorakhpur. 
The Secretary of State had issued instructions to the Governor of U.P. for 
the arrest of individuals during this satyagraha. Such incidents in our fight for 
independence go to confirm our belief that the Judiciary should be separated 


from the Executive in the interests of justice. 


A resolution was moved in the session of the All-India Congress Com- 
mittee held at Karachi about twenty one years ago that when India achieves 
independence, steps would be taken to separte the Judiciary from the Execu- 
tive. After our emancipation from the foreign yoke, we have laid down in 
the chapter a “ Directive Principles of State Policy ” of our Constitution 


that efforts would be made for the separation of the two branches as soon as 


“possible. In Madras, the Government introduced this much needed reform 


even before the enforcement of the constitution. .They took this step on the 
2nd October, 1949, when the country was celebrating the birthday of 
Mahatma Gandhi, In West Bengal the principle of separation has been 
introduced to some extent, Even in P.E.P.S.U, steps have been taken to bring 
about the separation of the judiciary from the executive. There is no 


reason why we should also not go ahead with this work, 


If we have set up democratic institutions, why should we not make 
their fruits available to the people. The one way to do thatis the separa- 
tion of the Judiciary from the Executive. Inthe Preamble to the Constitu- 
tion, it is laid down :— 

We the people of India having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a 
Sovereign Democratic Republic and to secure to all its citizens : Justice, social, 
economic and political : Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and wor- 
ship, Equlity of status and of opportunity ;and to promote among them all Frater- 
nity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity of the Nation: 

After reading it we feel the necessity of Separating the Executive from 

the Judiciary so that we may be in a position to bestow equal opportunities 


on all individuals as soon as possible. 


Sir, I wish to make it quite clear that in our Constitution, the Judiciary 
has been given a more dignified place than it has occupied before. All cases 
of dispute between the State and an individual are referred to it for decision 
In other countries like America, Russia, Australia and Canada, the Executive 
and the Judiciary are quite separate and are independent of each other. 
Soit becomes but natural for us to examine as to how our administration 


Digital Library 


(X 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Separation of Judiciary from Executive (12) 29 


was run under the British rule and what changes ought to be brought about 
in itin order to bring it to the level of other advanced countries of the 
world. During the British regime we had one officer in each district, who 
preformed the functions of both a Deputy Commissioner anda_ District 
Magistrate, This system continues even upto this day. As a Deputy Com- 
missioner, he has to collect land revenue, act as an officer of the Court 
of Wards and perform other functions of an executive nature in connection 
with the Excise, Agriculture, Jails, Civil Supplies and other departments of 
the Government. In his district he is the head of all these departments and 
supervises their work. At the same time he has to exercise the powers 
ofa District Magistrate. In that capacity, he has the judicial powers of a 
first class Magistrate, He can try criminal cases on the original side and can 
also order prosecutions. He hears appeals against the orders of third class 


Magistrates. 
Sardar Ajmer Singh: Is there no time limit for the hon. Member ? 


Mr. Speaker: As mover of the motion, he is entitled to speak for a 


longer time then that allowed to other hon, Members. 


Shri Ram Kishan: He is also the head of all subordinate Magistrates 
and has to supervise their work. As everybody knows, one and the same 
person exercises executive powers as a Deputy Commissioner and judicial 
powers as a District Magistrate. How can the public get justice under these 
circumstances ? The District Magistrate. is responsible for maintaining law 
and order in the district under his charge. There is no doubt that the 
Superintendent of Police is incharge of the Police in a District, but in the 
matter of public meetings and processions, he can not act without the orders 
of the District Magistrate. A Superintendent of Police is responsible for 
the proper performance of duties by the police officers under him. Asa 
matter of fact, full powers with regard to every matter concerning a district 
vest in one and the same person, who functions as a Deputy Commissioner 
as well as a District Magistrate. In these citcumstances, the public cannot 
get justice. In the words of Palande, the district officer is ‘the eyes, the 
ears, the mouth and the hand of the Provincial Government in the district’. 
In this connection, I want to refer to one or two cases which happend 
in the State during the last six or seven months. Everybody must have read 
about the Bhindi Saidan case. What happened in Barere, district Karnal, 
also came to be knuwn sometime back. These things compel us to demand 
an immediate separation of the executive from the judiciary. How the women 
were molested and raped at Bhindi Saidan is known to all the hon. 
Members. They were stripped naked and the most heinous crimes were 
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committed against them. After a protracted trial, all the police officers 
who were responsible for their shameful crimes were acquitted and those 
persons against whom these were committed, were sentenced to imprisonment 
for three years each, These police officers have now applied to the Govern- 
ment for permission to proceed against the complainants for malicious 
prosecution. That case was a standing disgrace to the administration of the 
Punjab and the Government should file an appeal against the judgment of 
the Magistrate. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is treading on very slippery ground. 
He should try to wind up his speech. 


Shri Ram Krishan: I referred to Barere case also. In that case eleven 

` persons were put under arrest. It has been given out that one of them died 
in the lock up, but in reality he was suspended from a tree and shot dead. 
Shots were fired even at his dead body. These happenings compel us to 
demand that the judiciary should be separated from the executive, as early 
as possible. Under the present system, the confirmation and promotion of 
Magistrates depend on police reports. The police department prepares an 
account of the number of cases tried by a Magistrate and the number of 
those in which he convicted the accused. How can the Magistrates do 
justice and acquit people under these conditions ? In Simla and some other 
places in the Punjab, a few Sub-Judges have been invested with Magisterial 
powers. The way in which these officers decide cases is quite different. 
As they are not under the influence of the police, their mode of deciding 
cases is entirely different. To set the matters right, immediate separation of 
judiciary from the executive should be effected. The Government should 
find out the number of cases in which chillans under Section 109 were based 
on genuine suspicion and also of those in which these were due to some other 
reasons. These things compel us to demand that the executive as well as 
judicial powers should not vest in the same persons, That alone can ensure 
justice to the common man. A committee under the chairmanship of the 
Advocate General was constituted in Madras for suggesting methods of 
effecting this separation. A similar committee presided over by a High 
Court Judge was constituted in Bombay. In order to carry out the provi- 
sions of the ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ as laid down in the Indian 
Constitution, it is incumbent upon the Government to take immediate steps 
for separating the judiciary from the executive. To achieve that object, 
the Government should set up a Committee consisting of officials, as well as 
non-officials, who should interview people and suggest steps for effecting the 


Orig! with; 
Pun Vidhan Sabha 
Dig ied by; 


Digital Library 


eee i. È oe 


L aeee o ee rte ee EY a a e a A RI I gm o 


Separation of Judiciary from the Executive (12) 4i 


desired change. A committee for suggesting judicial reforms has been 

constituted in Uttar Pradesh and the Governments of other States are also 

doing so. 1 want to draw the attention of the Government to the necessity 
of doing something in that direction, as early as possible. We should reform 

i the judicial procedure in our State, so that people may get speedy justice, 

í I know that certain arguments can be advanced against this reform. 
For instance, it may be said that it will lead to slackness in administrative 
machinery or increase in expenditure or affect the prestige of the officers 
who are to be shorn of judicial powers. In a free country, Sir, where 
public servants are supposed to be imbued with the ideal of service, the 

i question of prestige should have no place. Gone are the days of authori- 
tarianism when ‘to govern’ and not ‘to serve’ was the motto of the public 
servants. As regards expenditure I think the State of Madras has shown 
the way how to introduce this reform without incurring any additional 
expenditure. If this reform is carried out here on the same lines as in 
Madras, I see no reason why it should be the cause of adding to the burden . 
of expenditure. With these words, Sir, I commend this resolution to 
the House for acceptance. 

= Mr. Speaker: Motion moved : 


In view of the fact that in all advanced and progressive countries, 

an independent judiciary is considered an absolute necessity for the 
peace and progress of the country, this Assembly recommends to the 
| Government to take early steps to separate the Judiciary from 
| the Executive. 
| Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punjabi): Sir, I move: 
i That in line 5, the word ‘early’ be deleted, 

and 
that at the end of the resolution, the following be added : 
by Aprii 1, 1953. 

Sir, I am fully in agreement with the spirit of this resolution but 


< 


take exception to the word ‘early’ because it leaves scope for indefinite 
delay in the implementation of this resolution, if passed. If it is passed 
in its present form, I am afraid the state of uncertainty about its being 
carried out will continue and the Government will continue to postpone 


it on one pretext or the other. It is, therefore, essential, Sir, that a 


a} 
wy 


y definite date for its being put into cffect is specified in the resolution 
itself. 

As regards the propriety of this resolution there cannot be any 
| difference of opinion after the illuminating speech made by my friend- 
| Shri Ram Kishan. Ido not want to go into the history of the British 
| rule in India. We have to be guided by our own experience and tackle 
= 
f 
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our problems agcording to our own lights, The way the Deputy Commis- 
sioner in our State combines in himself the functions of the prosecutor 
as Well as the Judge is a complete negation of the principle of independence 
of Judiciary. Who is not aware of the fact that in the cases in which a 
police officer or for that matter a Deputy Commissioner is interested for 
his own reasons, not only is undue inflnence brought to bear upon the 
magistrate who is trying them but he is even asked to change judgment 
already written by him and write it as the Deputy Commissioner dictates. 
How can a poor magistrate whose confirmation, promotion, etc., depend 
upon the reports of the police officers and the Deputy Commissioner afford 
to displease them. 


Then the interests of the Police and the Deputy Commissioner aré always 

the same and the Magistrates are at their mercy. Not many cases go to 
the higher courts which are somewhat independent of the interference of 
the Executive. To entrust judicial powers to the Executive is indeed 
making a mockery of justice. This is what results in the Police Raj. Our 
friends on the Treasury Benches and their leaders during the national 
movement were never tired of complaining against this policy of giving 
Executive and Judicial powers in the same hands. For almost five years 
the Congress has been in power in this State but it is a pity that no step 
has been taken to carry out this long overdue reform. So, Sir, if the date 
is not specified, this matter will, I am afraid, be put into cold storage again, 
I need hard'y repeat that we can end the Police Raj in this State only by 
putting this reform into effect. 


Mr. Speaker : Motion moved : 
That in line 5, the word ‘early’ be deleted, and that at the end of the 
Resolution, the following be added : 
by April 1, 1953. 
Shri Bhagat Ram (Haripur): Sir, I beg to move :— 
That at the end of the resolution, the following words be 
added :— 


{ 

In the public services of the State as enjoined by the mandatory 

provision contained in Article 50 of the Constitution of India. l 

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to makea lengthy speech in support 

of my amendment. This is one of the fundamental principles of legal -a 

jurisprudence that democracy and supremacy of law go together. If we have ` 
to run the democracy successfully we must take all steps to see that there is 
supremacy of law in the country. Unless we can do it, there will be all 
chaos and confusion in the State. Therefore, I submit that we should 
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separate the judiciary from the executive at the earliest possible moment to 
ensure the successful running of democracy. My purpose in moving this 
amendment is to make the resolution more complete. It does notin any 
way alter the sense of the Resolution, It only makes a reference to Article 
50 of the Constitution of India, which in itself is a mandatory provision and 
it is mandatory on us all to accept this Resolution. With these remarks, 
I move this amendment for the consideration of the House. 
Mr. Speaker: Motion moved : 
That at the end of the Resolution, the following words be 
added : 
In the public services of the State aS enjoined by the mandatory 
provision contained in Article 50 of the Constitution of India. 
Now that Sardar Chanan Singh and Pandit Bhagat Ram have moved 
their motions the original resolution along with these three amendments 
are before the House for discussion. The Members who want to take part in 


the debate can do so. 


Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi): Sir, the hon. Mover of this 
resolution has traced the history of Judiciary in this country right from the 
days of the rule of the East India Company tothe year 1947. In the course 
of his illuminating speech, he has cited many instances of the interference 
by the then Government in the trial of the political workers and the 
prostitution of Judiciary at the hands of the Executive witha view to sup- 
pressing the political movements, It was then that the leaders of the 
Congress used to say that the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive 
would be the first thing they would do after the attainment of Independence. 
When the Constitution was enacted a directive to the States to this effect 
was embodied in the Directive Principles of State Policy. We had hoped 
that our Chief Minister who has been President of the Civil Liberties Union 
of this State would on assumption of office take steps to introduce this 
reform before anything else. But, Sir, it isa matter for deep regret that 
instead of the Government initiating this reform, it has come before the 
House in the form of a resolution moved bya private Member. That the 
party in power should never have so much power as to be able to suppress the 
liberties of the people and crush its political opponents and critics on the 
slightest pretext is of the very essence of democracy. Without it democracy 
is reduced toa farce. The history of the British rule is full of instances of 
the Executive using the Judiciary as an engine of oppression and tyranny to 
crush the political opponents. But the pity of it is that-even after Indepen- 
dence not a single year has passed in which the party in power may not 
have through its Executive interfered with the due course of justice. 
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I am of the view that under the present system the Magistrates cannot 
act independently. On the one hand as my hon. Friend remarked the 
District Magistrate is the head of the Magistracy. On the other hand when 
the challan of a case is presented before a Magistrate becomes the com- 


da 


plainant. When he considers it necessary to do so he issues instructions to 

the Magistrates that punishment must be awardedin such and such cases 
irrespective of the fact whether proof of the commission of crime is avail- 

able or not. My hon, Friends who are lawyers must be aware that in the 

year 1947 the Magistrates passed light sentences in cases falling under the 

Arms Act. As time passed the sentences inflicted for the same offences became 
severer. This was done in accordance with the policy of the Government. A 
For example, if unlicensed arms were recovered from any person in the year 

1947, a nominal fine was imposed upon him and ifa person was challaned 

for the same offence during the year 1948, he was sentenced to three or four 
months’ imprisonment. Now, however, the Magistrates award three or four 

years imprisonment for similar offence. I would say that this is a serious reflec- 

tion on the independence of the Magistrates, who are bound to act according 

to the policy of the Government. How can a poor man expect justice when P 
the same person who acts as a judge is also the complainant. It would be a 

blot on the fair name of the judiciary if itis not freed from the influence 

of the Executive. Asa matter of fact this resolution should have beea moved 

by the Government. At present there is so much interference by the 
Executive with the work of the judiciary that a poor man has only to sub- 


mit to the orders and curse his fate. 


Then, Sir, instructions are issued by the Government to all the district 
officers that they should bail out the accused challaned under Sections 107 
and 109 C. P. C. The police officers go to their i/lagas and arrest persons, 
whom they produce in the court. Such persons are harassed by being + 
required to attend the court ata number of hearings. The Magistrate has 
the power of pleasing anybody he likes by accepting his bail application. 
There are many cases in which the Police Sub-Isnpectors or the Magistrates 
extort confession from the accused by exerting undue pressure. Such 
persons Cannot get justice unless the Judiciary is free from the influence of Y 


the Executive. 


There is no doubt that many innocent persons are intimidated by the 
police and pressure is brought to bear upon them to extort confession. False 
cases are instituted against innocent persons. Such persons have to suffer 
mutely and cannot get their grievances redressed, MU the Judiciary is 
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separated from the Executive, Iam sure that the number of cases will be 
reduced to 50 per cent. Then, - Sir, muny false cases are made out by the 
Prosecuting Sub-Inspectors at the instance of Superintendents of Police 
and the District Magistrates but these are dismissed because the facts alleged 
therein are not established. This results in much loss of time and money 
and also causes great worry and botheration to the parties concerned. I 
would, therefore, suggest that the Prosecuting Inspectors should be put under 
the charge of the Legal Remembrancer so that they may be free from 
interference by the Superintendents of Police and the District Magistrates 
to whom at present they have to meekly submit for getting promo- 
tions, This is not all. Our Ministers are also unduly interfering in 
the administration. When they go on tour in district, they call a 
meeting of the Congress Workers and ask them to co-operate with the 
officers in the running of the administration. I think that this is a step in 
the wrong direction inasmuch as the Congress Workers interfere with the 
administration and influence the normal channels of justice. Thus the object 
for which these committees have been formed is not actually served. If 
you allow me, Sir, I shall say that it was the result of such interference 
that the hon. Chief Minister in his speeeh at Batala tne day before yesterday 


admonished the officers to behave properly with the public. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is not relevant. 


Sardar Wazir Singh: Sir, the Congress Workers in the districts should 
not be encouraged to interfere with the work of the district authorities merely 
because they belong to the Congress Party. Such committees have been 
formed in every district and the Congress Workers approach the Deputy 
Commissioners or the Superintendents of Police and get things done on the 
plea that they had received such instructions from the Ministers. Under 
these circumstances, I would request the hon, Chief Minister that he should 
take the work of separating the Judiciary and Executive in his own hands 
and assure the public that there will be no interference in the administration 
of justice. It is only in the High Court that justice in civil and criminal 


cases is done. 


s 


Sardar Ajmer Singh (Samralı) (Punjabi): Sir, our Chief Minister 
has been kind envugh to be present in the House today and to listen to the 
important debate. I hope that he will do all in his power to effect this 
reform. It is essential that the general public should be given the treatment 
which the citizens of a free country deserve, At the same time it is also 
essential that the people should have full confidence in the Government and 


ry 
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its ability to give even-handed justice to all the citizens. What do we find 
at present? The people at large cannot hope to get a fair deal trom the 
subordinate courts. This isa deplorable state of affairs and should not be —_ 
allowed to continue. The Government has convinced the people that justice To o 
would be done in all cases, T feel that there is no necessity of my making a ù 
long speech on this subject. When the Constitution was enacted, a directive 
to the States to this effect was embodied in the ‘Directive Principles of 
State Policy.” The hon. Members are themselves aware of the fact that 
under the British rule the Executive used the Judiciary as an engine of 
oppression and tyranny to crush its political opponents. Why should there 
be any more delay in the introduction of this most beneficial piece of 

| 


| reform ? 


1 suggest that it should be announced this very day that henceforth all 

the Magistrates would be under the High Court and not under the Executive. 

| The way the Deputy Commissioner combines in himself the functions of the 
prosecutor as well as the Judge is a complete negation of the principle of the 
independence of the Judiciary. Everybody is aware of the fact that in cases 
in which the Deputy Commissioner is interested for his own reasons, not 
only is undue influence brought to bear upon the Magistrate, who tries them 
but he is even asked to change judgments already written by him and 


write them again as the Deputy Commissioner dictates. How can a poor 
magistrate whose confirmation, promotion etc. depend upon the reports of 
the police officers and the Deputy Commissioner afford to displease them ? 
I think that our Chief Minister’s verbal statement to this effect would not 


serve any useful purpose as nət many cases go to the higher courts which 


are somewhat independent of the interference of the Executive. To entrust 
judicial powers to the Executive is indeed making a mockery of justice. 
This is what results in Police Raj. The Prosecuting Sub-Inspectors should 
be under ‘the Judiciary and not under the Executive so that they may be 
able to give their independent opinion to the Magistrates, When the 


| ae as ae eres a A IR ya > ee me er ae aceon yee aeea =» 


t 


Advocate General is not under the police why are the Prosecuting Sub- 


Inspectors are kept under the police ? 


Our friends on the Treasury Benches and their Leader were, during the ¥ 
National Movements, never tired of complaining against this policy of giving 
Executive and Judicial powers in the same hands. For about 5 years the 
Congress has been in power in this country but it is a pity that no step has | 
been taken to carry out this long over-due reform. My friend Shri Ram 
Kishan has asked for this reform being put into effect from the Ist of April 
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but Iam of the opinion that it should be done earlier than that. Our 
Chief Minister was also a Member of the Cabinet during the British 
Regime and he appears to be having the same outlook which he had 
when he was a Minister ofthat Government. He has the same old habit of 


giving vague replies. Sir, I submit that if he thinks that this isa useful 


reform he should introduce it immediately. There is no difference of 
opinion about it in the House and if it is delayed, people will begin to lose 


confidence in the present Government. 


Rao Gajraj Singh (Gurgaon) (Hindi): Sir, itis an admitted fact that 
Judiciary should be separated from the Executive. This was considered to be 
a vital question during our country’s struggle for independence which was 
carried on for sixty or seventy years. Therefore, Sir, I congratulate, Shri 
Ram Kishan for moving this Resolution particularly because he is a member 
of the Congress Party. It has generally been noticed that a party in power 
does not bring in such a legislation which curtails its executive powers, 
It goes to the credit of the Congress, which is at present in power in the 
State that one of its members has moved this Resolution. As a matter of fact, 
it should have been moved by the Opposition. It is quite clear that the 
party in power is not in favour of adopting undesirable means against 
its political opponents. It is a convincing proof of the broad-mindedness 


of the Congress. 


Now, Sir, I want to point out to the hon. Members of this House 
that it is their duty to take steps to get this Resolution implemented as early 
as possible. I want to tell them that out of the four or five main principles 
of democracy, it is the most important principle that Judiciary should be 
independent. Further, it is against the fundamental principles of our 
Constitution to keep Judiciary dependent upon the Executive. Therefore, 


it is necessary to separate these immediately. 


Then, Sir, I want to assure the hon. Members sitting opposite that 
our Government does not want to keep these two together because it does 
not want to misuse its powers, That is the reason why this Resolution has 


been moved fromthe Ministerial Benches. 


Sir, I want to tell those hon. Members who wish to fix 1953 
as the target for implementing it, that it is our sincere desire that 
it should be implemented much earlier than that. Six months time 
is enough for this purpose. The British rulers felt the need of fram- 


ing such laws which igave vast powers to the Executive because they 
wanted to maintain a false prestige. Their very existence depended 
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upon this false prestige. For this purpose, sometimes they had to depend 
upon the Executive for fabricating false cases against a section of the people 


and they would not have been able to do so, if the Judiciary had been inde- 
pendent, 


I beg to submit Sir, that in a Democratic State, false prestige 
cannot be maintained. Those officers have no place in the present regime 
who have such false notions of prestige. They should note that only those 
persons can command respect, who serve the people. I am confident, that 
no hon. Member whether from the Ministerial Benches or from the Opposi- 
tion, is going to defend the injustice done by any officer in the State simply 
for keeping his false prestige. The police is more powerful when the 
judicialy and executive powers vest in the same officers. The Executive 
officers can help in the development of the country a great deal if they 
do not care to maintain false prestige. Moreover this is not a matter of 
pride that a Magistrate should be in a position to involve an innocent person 
ina false case. 


Then, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government towards the 
laws which bar the jurisdiction of Courts to go into orders issued and 
action taken under them. In such cases. it is interesting to note that the 
Executive which is the complainant is also the Judge. Therefore, I request 
the Government to re-examine these laws and to take steps to amend them, 


so that thé judicial powers do not remain in the hands of the Executive. 


Then, Sir, we find that the Congress Party has a vast majority in the 
Parliament. It is in a position to set up a Court of Parliament as the Malan 
Government has done in South Africa. Such a Court would have the power 
to turn down the decisions of even the Supreme Court if it so likes. Similarly 
if the Judicial and Executive powers vest in the same authority, the Opposi- 
tion will be in a genuine fear that the political party in power might use its 
powers against it. Therefore, Sir, I request the House to get these separated 


as early as possible. 


Further, Sir, I request the hon. Ministers to examine all the enact- 
ments and to remove the shortcomings in them. For instance, they should 
examine the Canal Acts. In many cases, the Government which is the 
complainant, decides the cases itself. ‘The Government should modify such 
laws. It shouldlay down a proccdure for prosecution in such a way that 
the fabrication of false cases against innocent persons becomes impossible. 
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I also want to draw the attention of the Government to the working of 
the Revenue Courts in the State. The Revenue Officers, who have know- 
ledge of the Revenue Acts only, have been given Magisterial powers. They 
are able to understand cases of ordinary nature only and whenever there is 
a complicated case involving interpretation of law, they are unable to decide 
those in the right manner. In such cases, they generally say that the law 
books are not meant for them. Thése are meant for the Civil Courts. Only 
a few of them apply their minds to the cases before them and understand 
the technicalities of law. The Government should give them only that 


work which they are capable of doing. 


Then, Sir, under the Police Act, the District Magistrate is the 
head of the police as well as the head of the Magistracy. There is no 
denying the fact that the Deputy Commissioners and the Superin- 
tendents of ‘Police have frequent meetings with one another and 
under the present set up of the administration it is not possible for a 
common man to expect justice. How can one expect an independent and 
impartial decision from a Magistrate who, for all intents and purposes, is 
under the direct supervision and control of the Deputy Commissioner ? May 
I, Mr. Speaker, quote a few instances in support of my contention ? lt is 
only under certain special circumstances that a Deputy Commissioner can 
exercise his powers to requisition a house. But if a petition is filed against 
such requisitioning order, the Magistrate dare not hold a free enquiry into 


the case. 


Let us probe into the plight of tenants in our State. It has been 


observed that whenever it is desired to harass the tenants, false cases are 


instituted against them. In such cases, the Magistrates have to pass such 
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orders as Deputy Commissioners may require them to pass— (interruptions) 
Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should please wind up his speech. 


Rao Gajraj Singh: In the end, Sir, I extend my whole-hearted support 
to the Resolution and submit that with a view to eliminate the possibility 
of any undue pressure or influence being exercised in the administration 
of justice it is of paramount importance that the Judiciary should be separated 


from the Executive. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan (Ambala City) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, the 
Resolution under discussion has received unartimous support from all quarters 
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of this House. What I wish to say is that in spite of the fact that even the 
Opposition Members have fully supported the separation of the Judiciary 

from the Executive, I fail to understand the utility of such a scathing a 
criticism as was made by them. Perhaps they are bent upon finding fault » 
with every measure that is initiated from the Treasury Benches. They use 

such occasions for making scathing criticism against the Covernment. 
(interruptions). Sir, although the Communist and Akali Members have 
supported the Resolution, yet in their speeches, they have made false allega- 

tions against the Government and have severely criticised and condemned 


it. Mr. Speaker, with your permission, I ask my Communist Friends who 


have strongly supported the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive, K 
whether such a separation exists in Russia ? (interruptions), 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. 

Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: A number of accusations has been hurled 
against the Government in respect of the Ludhiana incident, but I wish to 
inform my hon. Friends on the Opposition that their charges prove to be 
blessings in disguise. A, 


It has been alleged that the party in power exercises its influence over 
the independent functioning of the Judiciary. In refuting this baseless 
charge, I make bold to submit that the Congressmen have never resorted to 
any sort of interference in this direction. On the other hand. Ihave no 
hesitation in saytng and have got evidence to prove that atrocites were 
committed on Congressmen by certain officers at the instance of the 
Communists...... (interruptions). 


Mr. Speaker: Order, order. 


Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: Sir, I wonder, how my hon. Friends concoct 
stories with a view to bring the Government into disrepute. 


Now I advert to the Resolution. It is my privilege to support it. Sir, 
the result of the combination of these two functions of the administration is 
evident from the cases of Bhindi-Saidan and Barara. I, therefore, beg to 
emphasise that it is high time that the Government came forward and took 
immediate steps to separate the Judiciary from the Executive and 
removed the slur cast on its fair name by such happenings in our State. 
At the same time, I feel that the Government is not in possession of any > 
‘Aladin’s Lamp’ with which it could work miracles overnight and, as such, 
my submission is that the imposition of any time limit for the implementation 
of this Resolution seems to be uncalled for. 
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Mr. Speaker, it would not be out of place to mention here that whenever 
such changes are contemplated, certain officers create obstacles and ultimately 
disuade the Government from implementing its policy. Here I am reminded 
of a case—which the chair would disallow me from discussing on the floor 


of the House on account of its being sub-judice but I wish to submit that 


oe 


cases which involve personal interests of the officers, are generally made 
a question of prestige. My submission, therefore, is that the Government 
should pay no heed to the views of its officers in this particular regard 
and should implement this Resolution at a very early date. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: Sir, I beg to move 
That the question be now put. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is 
That the question be now put. 
The motion was lost. 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri (Adampur) (Punjabi): Sir, the ques- 
tion of the separation of Judiciary from the Executive has been hanging fire 
since long and it is a pity that its finalization is being delayed in spite of the 
fact that no two persons disagree on the fundamental principle involved. In 
our country the most important need of the day is that autocracy should be 
completely and immediately weeded out because unless this spirit of autocracy 
is exiled, democracy cannot function properly. So long as a Government 
does not formulate its policy on the principles of democracy, peace and 
justice cannot prevail. But it is strange that no steps have so far been 
taken by the Government to prepare ground for the running of the Adminis- 
tration on democratic lines. Bureaucracy still reigns supreme in the courts 

* aad the people are being exploited in the same old fashion as in the British 
period. The masses continue to cry for justice but in vain. This is due 
to the fact that the officers placed at the helm of affairs continue to be 


autocrats. 


Mr. Speaker, we must not grudge due credit to our Cabinet for 
the sincere efforts they have made so far in solving some of our very intricate 


problems. They are doing their best and it is but essential that they should 
7. be given some time for achicving their objective. Despite this fact I beg 


jas to submit that not a moment should be lost by our Government in exploring 
A ways and means for establishing peace and justice in the State, The people 
today are tired of the tyranny of the police. Some bureaucratic officers still 
have the courage and the authority to crush those who dare to complain 


against their acts of injustice and highhandedness. Had our Magistrates been 
| od 
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free from the influence of the Executive the position today would have 
been quite different. To end the rule of autocracy, the separation of the 
Judiciary from the Executive is a dire necessity. The question which remains 
to be decided, however, is how much time will this scheme take to materia- 
lize. My own feeling is that it should not take very long if the most 
experienced and efficient lawyers who asa result of their honest work and 
good reputation happen to be in the good books of the Government, are 
made to act as the heads of the judiciary. This is an important constructive 
suggestion from me and I hope that it will receive favourable consideration 
at the hands of the Government, so that arrangements can be made to 


separate the Judiciary from the Executive very soon. 


A favourable aspect of this problem is that our Central Government 
has through its Constitution, given the State Governments the directive to 
separate the Judiciary from the Executive. The question being of a vital 


importance should, therefore, be attended to immediately. 


I may further say, Sir, that leaving aside the defects already pointed 
out, the combination of the Judiciary and the Executive has resulted in loss 
of efficiency. Still another important argument in support of the immediate 
separation of these js that the masses here have not yet felt even a small degree 
of that happiness which they could ordinarily have expected on the attainment 
of freedom. ‘They are suffering not only economically but also from the 
despotic manner of the Executive-cum-judicial officers. False cases of dacoity 
and murder are registered against innocent persons. To quote an instance, 
I may refer to an occasion when I accompanied the Chief Minister in my 
Ilaga. About eighty persons made written statements before him that they 
had been involved by the police in false cases. They also revealed that 
the ‘*Badmashes’ who used to be the favourites of the administrators during 
the British period were still clinging to their old habit of harassing the people. 


Needless to say that our present system of judiciary has given birth to 
touts who are addicted to taking bribes. These touts cannot be dispensed 
with unless the judiciary is rid of the police influence. How the Magistrates 
are afraid of the police can be well realised from the talk that a Magistrate 
had with me. He frankly told me that he knew fully well that a large 
number of cases brought before him by the police were false yet he found 
himelf helpless, because if he exercised a free judgment he would be com- 
plained against by the police authorities, He was afraid that such reports 


might deprive him of his livelihood. 
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Mr. Speaker, one cannot discharge one’s responsibility unless one 
is free to act according to the dictates of one’s conscience. I, therefore, 
request the hon. Ministers to give their most serious consideration to the 
problem of the separation of the Executive from the Judiciary. The Cabinet 
Members should give a practical shape to this Resolution as early as possible. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra (Gurdaspur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, during the 
course of the discussion on this Resolution the hon. Members of the House 
have dealt with many points but in my opinion the whole discussion centres 
around two words only which have been used in the Resolution. The first 


of these is the ‘Executive’. What does this word mean ? 


In a sovereign State there is a Cabinet which brings forward measures 
before the legislature, and these measures when pissed become law. ‘These 
laws are for the guidance of the Executive. These measures invariably 
represent the policy and the view point of the party in power. In this way 
the policy of the party in power is implemented by the Government of the 


day through its Executive. 


Only recently the Governments of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and some other 
States passed certain laws for the abolition of the Zamindari system, but on 
being challenged in the Supreme Court those laws were held to be ultra vires 
of the Constitution. The Government was, therefore, obliged to effect certain 


changes in the Constitution. 


The mover of this resolution has already pointed out that by keeping the 
Judiciary and the Executive combined, we are simply making the shackles 
of slavery stronger. The officers cannot get promotions unless they please 
the Executive. Unless some of the anomalies on account of which people 


suffer, are removed we cannot get real justice, 


It is said that the greatest guarantee of democracy is an efficient Judici- 
ary without which no country can prosper, The Judiciary should be free 
from all influences. In South Africa some laws were recently enacted which 
discriminated between the white and the coloured men. The Supreme Court 
of that country being free from any influence of the Executive declared those 
laws to be ultra vires. 


In our country, we have a democratic Government which has ensured 
various privileges and rights to the people. We cannot say about the future, 
May be that after 5 or 10 years a party comes into power which may have 
fascist ideologies.........(Interruftions) 
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It has been said that the present officers are the legacy of the old 
bureaucratic regime and as such they have the same outlook. A change in 
their outlook can be brought about by doing away with this century old 
structure. For the progressive development of democracy and for establish- 
ing confidence in the administration of justice, Judiciary should be separated 
from the Executive. Some people think that we do not effect this change 
but I want to tell them with all the emphasis at my command that none 


would be happier at this than us. 


But my humble suggestion is that we should not act in haste because 
the proposed change will entail a lot of expenditure resulting in a great 
burden on our exchequcr. I am afraid that hasty steps for the separation 
of the Judiciary from the Executive will have banefull consequences, Qur 


Government is committed to give a practical shape to this demand. 
Sardar Achhar Singh Chhina: But this is not haste. 
. Shri Prabodh Chandra: It does not behove Sardar Achhar Singh 


Chhina to interrupt me like this. I may submit that it is the earnest desire 


of this Government to give maximum civil liberties to the common man. 


Sardar Chanan Singh Dhut: We are not allowed any liberty. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir, I may be allowed to tell my friends 
opposite that they could not have occupied these seats in this House if there 
had been no civil liberties in the State. I may assure him that it is the 
policy of our Government to provide civil liberties to all the citizens 
irrespective of their party affiliations. This vital issue of separating the 
Executive from the Judiciary is receiving the active consideration of the 
Government and our Chief Minister is prepared to yive full assurance to 
that effect, but we cannot leap in the dark as that wi!l only result in chaos 
and confusion. Everybody wants to do away with this old system which 
was forced on us by the British Imperialists for their seifish ends. In the 
end, I reiterate that for the administecration of undiluted justice to the man 
in the street this separation must be brought about but we should not act 


in haste. 


Sardar Rajindar Singh Gyani (Rupar) (Punjabi): Sir, I think that no 
member of the House can differ on the question of separating the Executive 
from the Judiciary. Many members have told me that they are in favour of 
this separation. There is no gainsaying the fact that for getting justice and 


fairplay for the man in the street and establishing confidence in the adminis- 
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tration of justice, Judiciary should be separated from the Executive. Being 


myself a pleader | know how the magistrates decide cases and award punish- 


ments. My learned Friend Sardar Wazir Singh has brought to your notice, 
how in 1947 the sentences of fine ranging between Rs. 100 and 200 were 
converted into imprisonment and how later onthe terms of imprisonment 


were raised from 3 or 4 months to 3 or four years. 


Sir, what T mean to say is that the Magistrates usually award punish- 
ments not according to the provisions of the I.P.C. and Cr.P.C. but according 
to the wishes of their officers. A Deputy Commissioner is also a District 
Magistrate and he enjoys the powers of hearing appeals in the same cases. 
For instance, a District Magistrate is empowered to grant bail in cases in 
which it is refused by the trial Magistrate. I know of certain cases in which 


the District Magistrate refused to accept bail simply because he was pre- 
judiced against the persons concerned. I do not wish to disclose the names 


of such persons here. Suffice it to say that the District Magistrate who has 
to deal with the persons in his Ilaga in the capacity of an Executive Officer 


is not a fit person to decide cases of a judicial nature, 


Similary, the other Magistrates cannot displease their boss and every 
time they decide a case they keep his wishes in view. Another thing which 
tends to destroy the independent character of the judiciary is that promotions 
of the Magistrates depend upon the report they get from the police. Until 
they cross the efficiency bar, the Magistrates have generally a convicting 
attitude. After they have crossed it they usually give independent judgments. 
So long as a Magistrate is under the threat of his boss and has the fear of a 


bad report from the police, he cannot decide cases independently and 
judictally. 


There is another thing to which the attention of the House needs to 
be drawn. A prosecuting Sub-Inspector who appears before the Court 
in uniform puts undue pressure on the poor and ignorant witnesses who are 
generally afraid of his uniform. It reminds them of the harassment which 
is often caused by the police to those witnesses who do.not depose as desired 
by the prosecution. This conditionof the mind goes against the ends of 
justice and has a deterrent effect upon the witnesses, The P.S.I.’s them- 
selves are directly under the thumb of the D.S.P.’s and §.P.’s because their 
promotions are dependent upon the reports of such officers. In cent per 
cent cases they do not recommend bail and they always write, ‘‘Bail strongly 


opposed.” 
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The public have no faith in the decisions of such officers where decisions 


are influenced from above. No justice is possible under these circumstances. ma 
Moreover, the officers like the Deputy Commissioners and the S$.D.O.’s ee 
have other duties to perform. They have to tour their areas from one + 


corner to another. Much of their time is taken up by their executive duties. 
So, they cannot pay full attention towards studying the facts of a case and 
dispensing justice, Ina many cases the judgments are pronounced after a 
long time. In this way the public is put to a great deal of unnecessary a 
botheration and trouble. These grievances of the people cannot be redressed -i 
unless the promotions of the Magistrates are made to depend upon their 
judicial work and not upon the reports of the police. No recommendations 
should be made to them to influence their decisions. I have seen that the 
Judges are less prone to such recommendations than the Magistrates who 


have not crossed their efficiency bar. 


In view of what I have stated above, I am of the view that the judiciary 
should be separated from the Executive. But I differ from my hon. 

Friend Sardar Chanan Singh who desires a time-limit to be fixed. I think 4, 
, that this work is of such a nature that the observance of any such time-limit 
| is not possible. In the first place, we have made no provision in the Budget 
for this purpose and it is not possible to finance it this year. In the second 
place, the question of separation involves many changes in the various sections 
| of the Cr.P.C. and other Acts. This too will take some time, So I think 
that a time-limit should not be imposed in this matter. 1 would, therefore, 


request Sardar Chanan Singh to withdraw his amendment. 
Sardar Chanan Singh: Sir, I move that the question be now put. 
| Mr, Speaker: Question is 
: That the question be now put. 
The motion was lost. 


| Shri Mool Chand Jain (Sambhalka) (Hindi): Sir, a number of hon. 
Members have expressed their views about the Resolution under discus- 


sion and none of them has opposed it, Leaving aside the question of 7 


principle, I want to examine this subject from the point of view of a layman. 
It has been considered necessary to bring forward this Resolution, because 
under the present system, the same agency acts as the complainant, the 
prosecutor and the Judge. Justice can not be administered under these 
circumstances. In support of this Resolution reference has been made to 
the process of our political evolution and also to the provisions of the Indian 
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Constitution. It has been pointed out that according to the ‘Directive 
Principles of State Policy’ as laid down in the Constitution, it is the duty of 
the Government to separate the Judiciary from the Executive. At present 
the Executive lodges a complaint against a person, its prosecution agency 
prosccutes the accused and a Magistrate, who is another part of the executive 
machinery, tries the case, This system was introduced by the British rulers 
because it suited their purpose. When our country became free this matter 
naturally engaged the attention of the framers of our Constitution and they 


incorporated necessary provisions in regard to it in the Constitution, 


We should be grateful to Shri Ram Kishan for drawing the atten- 
tion of the Government to the necessity of taking some steps for separating 
the Judiciary from the Executive. During the general discussion of the 
Budget, many hon. Members pointed out that the Government had done noth- 
ing, so far, to separate these. In reply, the hon. Chief Minister stated that he 
was bound to effect separation, as laid down in the Constitution but it was 
natural that such a thing should take time. He said that the Government 
had issued instructions to the Magistrates that they should decide cases as 
the law and justice demanded and should pay no heed to the fact that their 
confirmation and promotion depended on the report of the Superintendent 
of Police, May l know when these instructions were issued by the Govern- 


ment ? 


In practice there has been no change and the old system is still being 
followed. Injustice is being done in most of the cases. There is no doubt 
that in some cases the Magistrates have given independent decisions but it 
was due to the interest taken by the Deputy Commissioners in those cases. 
A Magistrate can never dare to act against the wishes of the District 
Magistrate. The number of Magistrates who can give independent decisions 
is very small, Unless the Judiciary is separated from the Executive, people 
cannot get justice. In this connection, I wish to refer to a few matters. 
For trying cases under the Canal Act, the Government has appointed Canal 
Magistrates. If somebody makes an unauthorised use of canal water or 
commits some other offence under the aforesaid Act, he is challaned in the 
Court of the Canal Magistrate. The villagers accused in such cases have to 
undergo great inconvenience. Sometimes innocent persons are challaned 
merely because they offended some petty canal official, and they have to 
appear at forty or fifty hearings of the case. Scores of villagers are involved 
in such cases and if the Canal Magistrate holds his Court at one place during 
one hearing, he holds it in a Rest House forty or fifty miles away at the 
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next hearing. Ineed not cite instances to prove this thing. Such things 
have happened many times in District Karnal. 


There are laqa Magistrates for trying cases pertaining to offences com- 
mitted in laqas under their jurisdiction, Can they not try canal cases also ? 
The public should be saved the trouble and inconvenience which they have 
to suffer in connection with cases tried by Canal Magistrates. The Govern- 
ment has accepted the principle of the separation of the Judiciary from the 
Executive but it should take some practical steps to give effect to it. This 
does not involve any expenditure and the Government cannot put forward 
the excuse of paucity of funds in the Budget, An amendment fixing a target 
date for achieving this object has been moved by one of the hon. Members, 
but I cannot support it because task like this cannot be accomplished 
immediately. To achieve it, we have to amend a number of existing laws. 
Unless some concrete step is taken just now, we cannot hope to bring about 
the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive, at an early date, At 
present, cases go on in courts of law for two years or more. The case 
against Major Karan Singh, who is a big officer in this State, is an instance 


in point. I shall not refer to the merits of the case, but speaking generally 


I want to point out that some cases have been pending before the courts for 
more than two years, As a lawyer, I know that cases are postponed from 
one hearing to another simply on account of the non-appearance of prose- 
cution witnesses. No penalty is imposed for such noneappearance. This 
is due to the fact that the Magistrates are afraid of the police. If the 
Judiciary were independent of the Executive, the presiding officers of law 
courts would not be under the influence of the police. } am sure that 
all the lawyer Members of the House would support my view. At present, 
nobody cares about private prosecutions. If the police challans a person, 
immediate action is taken by the Magistrate, but no interest is takenin the 
complaints by private persons. If some Government official acts in an 
illegal manner against a member of the public and the latter files a comp- 
laint against him, no action is taken on such a complaint. The fate of private 
prosecutions against Government officials is the worst. I know of many 


cases where such complaints have remained unattended to for long. 


If a prosecution is lodged against a Sub-Inspector, an Assistant Sub- 
Inspector or a Head Constable of police, the Magistrate sends that com- 
plaint for report to the Superintendent of police, The Superintendent of 
police passes it on to the Deputy Superintendent who sends it to the 
Inspector. In ninety-nine per cent of such cages, it is reported that the 
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complaint is false and baseless, Usually these reports are sent after one 
year or so. In eighty percent of such cases, the complainants get disgusted 
on the non-receipt of the report and they do not pursue their complaints. 
The police officer against whom the complaint is made gets an opportunity 


of winning over the witnesses cited by the complainant. 


Then, Sir, why any more delay in the introduction of this most bene- 
ficial piece of reform, when it does not oblige us to incur any additional 
expenditure, when it needs no legislation nor consideration by any commit- 


tee ? 


T have adduced so many arguments in favour of the implementation of 
this reform and pointed out the defects in the present system of administra- 
tion of justice under which a complainant is unable to seek redress against 
the person who wrongs him whether he is a private individual or an official. 
People will, Sir, really heave a sigh of relief the day the judiciary is separated 
from the Executive and is no more influenced by it. 


Shri Sri Chand. Sir, F propose 
That the question be now put. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is 


That the question be now put. 
The motion was lost. 


Shri Som Datta Bahri (Simla) (AM): I rise, Sir, to lend my full sup- 
port to the Resolution moved by my hon, Friend Shri Ram Kishan. The British 
Government thought it-best to place the Executive and the judicial functions 
in the same hands. This was not by mere accident but it was the result 
of a deliberate device which the British adopted. They were led to adopt 
this system on account of three important considerations. Firstly, this was.an 
economical procedure of carrying on the administration 5 secondly, there was 
paucity of European personnel and thirdly they wanted to maintain the dignity 
of their officers, Later on political considerations prevailed with the then 
rulers of this country and they stuck to their guns and carried on tae 
administration by combination of the judicial and the executive functions 
but this combination gave rise to several abuses. The result was that the 
Magistrates of this country became stooges in the hands of the police. They 
came so much under their influence that the fountain of justice was polluted. 
Hardly anybody administered real, pure and unadulterated justice to the 
citizens. The result was that they became the Engines of Oppression ` 
against the workers of the national movement which was then being carried 


on. This led to a great outcry against the combination of the judicial and 
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executive functions. Later on this outcry was accentuated and it was raised 


in all the Provinces (now States). 


The cry was not only on account of the scandalous results which this 
system produced but also on account of the fact that this was opposed to the 
fundamental principles that “He who is a prosecutor must not be a Judge in 
the Cause”. The public demand gathered great strength and momentum on 
account of the misdeeds of the Magistrates which they committed under the 
influence of the Police and the executive authorities. After some time the 
Congress Party gave its full support to this demand of the separation of the 
Judiciary from the Executive and it was often stressed by the Congress Leaders 
that if the authorities wanted to administer undiluted justice to the citizens of 
this country, they must separate the functions of these two departments from 


each other. 


G 


The natural result of it is that after the attainment of Independence a 
provision has been made in our Constitution in the shape of Article 50 in 
which directions have been given to the States that they should take immediate 
steps to separate the Judiciary from the Executive so far as the public 
services are concerned. Mr. Speaker, with your permission, I will just quote 
the views of some well known personalities, great diplomats and political 


workers. 


WASHINGTON in his farewell address said: 


The spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of ail 


Governments in one and thus create, whatever the form of Govern- 


ment, a real despotism. 


MADISON writes in the Federalist : 


The accumulation of all powers, Executive and Judicial in the same 


hands, whether of one, or few or many, whether hereditary, self- 


appointed or elective may justly be pronounced the very definition 


of tyranny. 


JOIIN ADAMS said : 


It is by balancing one of these 3 powers against the other two, that 
the efforts in human nature towards tyranny can alone be checked 


and restrained and any degree of freedom preserved. 


HAMILTON asserted : 


I agree that there is no liberty if the powers of Judiciary be not 


separated from Legislative and Executive powers. 
® 
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WEBSTER observed : 

The separation of the departments of Government so far as practicable, 
and the preservation of clear lines between them is the fundamental 
idea in the creation of all of our constitutions and doubtless the 
continuance of regulated liberty depends on maintaining these 
boundaries. 

We find that Madras, one of our States has, in accordance with the 
Constitution of India, already put into effect the scheme of separating the 
Executive from the Judiciary in some of its districts and it is going to be 
shortly extended to other districts. We learn that PEPSU too has taken 
some steps in this direction. Therefore, my submission is that Punjab should 
not Ing behind. On the other hand the Punjab should go ahead and separate 


the Judiciary from the Executive as early as possible. 
With these words, I conclude my speech. 


Shri Rala Ram (Mukerian) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, now that we have 
adopted the democratic system of Government there are four conditions 
which we must satisfy if we want to make it a success in our ‘country, 
First is the removal of illiteracy and bringing abont universal literacy. The 
second condition is the banishment of unemployment. The third condition 
is the improvement in the treatment that is meted out to the people in 
Government offices and Courts by the Government Officials. It is essential 
that the general public should be given the treatment which the citizens 
of a free country deserve. At the same time it is also essential that the 
people should have full confidence in their Government and its ability to give 


evenhanded justice to all the citizens. What do we find at present? 


The people at large have no faith in getting a fair deal from the lower 
Courts set up bv this Government. This lack of confidence is the negation 
of the very spirit of democracy. It is very essential for the Government 


to command the confidence of the people in its administration of justice. 


For this purpose the freeing of the Judiciary from the hands and 
intereference of the Executive is of paramount importance in a democratic 
State like ours. Everybody today is aware of the fact that in all progressive 
countries such as England, America and France, the judicial organization is 
completely separate from the Executive Branch of the Government and 
its adjudications are never influenced by the latter. Therefore, I urge the 
necessity of this wholesome reform for a country like ours where democracy 
is yet a tender sapling of four or five years and needs careful tending for its 
progress, By the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive we can 
fortify it against the onslaughts of even the most gusty winds 
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It is true, as my hon. Friends have already remarked that there is a 
general complaint all round that the police even now dance to the tune of 
those officers who were the henchmen of the British raj. When we visit ` 
our constituencies and come in contact with the people we find that they Y- ' 
are utterly dissatisfied with the behaviour of the police. They say that 
the police are still following the traditions of the British Government and 
there is not the least change in their mentality even after the attainment of 
freedom. If the Government is really anxious to reform the attitude of the 
police and make their interference in the administration of justice impossible 
it will have to make the Judiciary independent and free from the influence 
of the Ẹxecutive. In this way the police will not be in a position to do the 
things which they do with equanimity. | 


I, therefore, think that for the progressive development of democracy 

and for establishing confidence in the administration of justice it is necessary 

i that the Judiciary should be separated from the Executive as carly as 
possible. 


| Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht (Hassanpur) (Mindi): Sir, after hearing the 
discussion on this Resolution I have been reminded of a story which is 
applicable to the present Resolution and I would like to narrate it before 
the House. . | 


kd 


Once a philosopher wanted to cross a river in a boat. The current and 

the wind were favourable and the boat drifted on of itself. When he had 
gone a short distance he engaged himself in a chat with the boatman and 
| enquired of him if he had studied philosophy. On hearing the boatman’s 
| reply in the negative the philosopher was surprised and told him that he 
should regard half of his life as being over. After sometime when the boat 

| had proceeded further a strong wiad began to blow and the boat was in 
! danger of being overturned, the boatman enquired of the philosopher if 
he knew the art of swimming, who replied: ‘*No.’’ Then the boatman 
: retorted that he should regard his whole life as having finished as the hout 
was likely to capsize. So philosophy is the study of human actions and 
conduct, It has a bearing on the functions of the Judiciary and the Execu- 
tive also. ‘the Members of this House must have had the experience of Á 


the powers of the Executive. We the members of the House act like the 


Judiciary when we explain the implications of various laws and the Ministers | 
are like the Executive who exccute these laws, 
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We have heard that Ravana of Lanka had ten heads but a Deputy 
Commissioner has eleven. He is not only a Deputy Commissioner but is 
also a District Magistrate, and a Collector. Besides being the Chief Execu- 
tive Officer of the District, he is the head of the police force and the 
Magistracy. The separation of judicial functions from the executive is 
necessary from the psychological point of view also. The mind has three 


parts. 


(i) Cognitive 
(ii) Conative 


(iti) Feeling 


The cognitive part of the mind is seldom used and the third, namely, 
the feeling part is often exercised. Judiciary is mostly concerned with the 
cognitive part and the Executive with the conative and the feeling parts. 
Considered trom the psychological point of view it does not seem proper 
and advisable that one and the same individual should be the Judicial officer 


and the administrator. 


Then, Sir, there are three categories of punishments, namely, retributive, 
deterrent and reformative. The District Magistrate who is the executive 
head is always actuated by feelings which do not restrain him in the matter | 
of awarding punishment. He always awards retributive and deterrent 
punishments to the accused persons and does not consider the circum- 
stances under which a particular offence was committed nor does he ever 
think of awarding reformative punishment. If we look at the punishments 
from the point of view of their object it would be advisable to separate the 
practical and psychological forms of punishments from each other. 


Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon (Jhabal) (Punjubs): Sir, the subject of 
separating the Judiciery from the Executive has already been sufficiently 
thrashed out but I would like to make a few more observations in this con- 
nection. A Statesman of France nimed Montesquieu once remarked that 
if democracy is to function on the right lines the Judiciary must be separated 
from the Executive and the Legislature must also be quite independent, 
The Constitutionalists of America, France and England worked on these 
lines of the separation of powers and they have achieved success in a large 
measure. In America, there has never been a difference of opinion on this 
subject. In England this system is functioning with great success. So far 
aS India is concerned, there was a separation of Judiciary from the Executive 
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but it was only a partial one. The Judiciary in its higher stages is distinctly 
separate from the Executive as appeal against the orders of the Magistrates 
can be filed in the court of the Sessions Judge and then again to the High 
Court. But by an ingenious device the Britishers kept the magistracy under 
the control of the Executive in order to exploit it for their own political and 
bureaucratic interests, Some Statesmen have remarked that in a dictatorship 
all powers Executive, Judicia] and Legislative are concentrated in the hands 
of the dictator while in a democracy such powers are in different and indepen- 


dent hands. 


Sir, during the British regime in theory the Government was run on 
democratic lines but in practice both the Judiciary and the Executive were 
centered in the hands of the District Magistrate. A District Magistrate being 
the Executive head can ask a Magistrate to challan a certain individual and 
also award him punishment, The way the Deputy Commissioncr in our 
State combines in himself the functions of the prosecutor as well as the 
Judge is a complete negation of the very spirit of democracy. Who is not 


- aware of the fact that in cases in which the Deputy Commissioner is interest- 


Origgnal with; 


ed for his own reasons not only is undue influence brought to bear upon the 
Magistrate who is trying them but he is even asked to alter or amend the 
judgments already written by him. Sir, how can a poor Magistrate whose 
confirmation, promotion, etc., depend upon the reports of the Police Officers 
and the Deputy Commissioners afford to displease them? Rather than 
administering Justice to the people he would naturally care more for his 
own career. A Magistrate is required to perform other. duties also such as 
the raising of contributions for the Red Cross Society, receiving the Minis- 
ters, etc., and other multifarious duties with the result that he cannot attend 
to his own work properly. Now as India is a free country it is essential that 
the general public should be given the treatment which the citizens of a free 
country deserve. At the same time it is also essential that the people should 
have full confidence in their Government and its ability to meet out even- 
handed justice to them. The underlying object of separating the Judiciary 
from the Exccutive was that the democracy should work on the right and sound 
lines. But we have also to deal with the tendencies and vagaries of 
totalitarian regimes and ideologies which believe in a single party rule and the 
crushing of the opposition. 


In fact the object of the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive 


will not be served if democracy does not function properly, I, therefore, . 7 
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suggest that some judicial powers of detention and prevention should be 
vested in the Executive, but, such powers should be given by this House only 
and very sparingly used for the preservation of our newly born democratic 
Republic 


Sardar Darbara Singh (Nurmahal) (Punjabi): Sir, today the subject 
under discussion is that the Judiciary should be separated from the Executive. 
I am also of the opinion that this beneficial piece of reform should be 
brought about as early as possible. To entrust Judicial and Executive 
powers in the same hands is indeed making a mockery of justice. I am 


reminded of a couplet which reads thus: 


ga dt afta gg Å aa gg at yates set | 
HHT AL HL’ Ga Barat fea aT | 


ye of afse ye dt mfo ye d Hafis sfo | 


C an S 


maaa Hd Ad YS ai eet faH ua | 


If this is to be the case, then there is no use administering justice to 
the people, We generally notice that the accused are brought to the courts 
by the Police, undue pressure is brought to bear upon the Magistrates who 
try them and the P.S.Is’ get them convicted. Now that we have adopted 
the democratic system of Government it is essential that the general public 
should be given the treatment which the citizens of a free country deserve. 
For this purpose the freeing of the Judiciary from the interference of the 
Executive is of paramount importance in a democratic State like. ours. Sir, 
T quote the example of the Rehabilitation Department. In this Department 
the Judicial as well as Executive powers are centred in the hands of the 
same officers. I mean, Sir, that the same officers who passed orders of 


allotment themselves decide the applications for revicw. 


If separate officers are deputed to decide appeals only then can true 
justice be administered to people. I, thererore, request, Sir, that the 
judicial organization may be completely freed from the Executive and I 
strongly support this Resolution. 

Shri Jagat Ram (Hoshiarpur) (Hindi): Sir, I beg to submit that the 
framers of our Constitution had kept this thing in their minds that justice 
should be done to the masses. They empowered the Judiciary to interpret 
the provisions of the Constitution in cases of dispute. They have given 
fis power to the Supreme Court, so that the Executive is not able to do 
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injustice to the masses by wrongly interpreting those provisions. The very 
fact, that the party in power has placed Judiciary over and above the a“ 
7 Executive, shows the sincerity of that party. By doing so, it has ensured r 
| Justice to every national of the country. 


Then Sir, I beg to draw the attention of the Government to the fact that 
about 24 years have passed since the Constitution was enforced but til! now, 
it has failed to give effect to the direction contained therein. I want to 
point out to the hon. Members, that even Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru, our . ° 
Prime Minister cannot interfere with the Judiciary, whereas a Deputy se 
Commissioner and a police officer are empowered to influence the decision 
of the Magistrates. Further, Sir, I want to tell the hon. Ministers that 
the results are always bad when the Judiciary is under the influence of the 
police. The framers of our Constitution have done an ideal thing by placing 
Judiciary asa safety valve between the public and the Executive. The 
Judiciary alone can administer justice whenever there is a conflict between 
the Executive and the public. Therefore, Sir, I request the hon. Ministers 
to take immediate steps to make the Judiciary independent of the Executive. 
However, I do not support the view that it should be done atonce. In my 
opinion it should be done after giving full thought to every aspect of the 
problem, so that some wrong step may not be taken, which may later on 
prove harmful. Itis possible that the judicial system might fail, if the 
Judiciary is immediately separated from the Executive, because it has been 
working in co-ordination with the Executive for such a long time. Therefore, 
there should be a balance between the two classes of functions so that they 
may be able to work with each other‘s co-operation for the betterment of the 


country. 


Shri Amir Chand Gupta (Amritsar City Central) (Hindi): Sir, after p 
hearing the discussion on this Resolution, which demands that Judiciary i 
should be made independent of the Executive, I have begun to feel that we | 
are coming nearer to our goal, Every one of us is fully aware of the evil | 
results of the Judicial and the Executive powers resting in the same 
authority. We all know how the British Government subjected our people 
to great suffering during our long struggle for freedom, This was possible 
because the Judiciary was under the influence of the Executive. Most of the Ea 
hon. Members of this august House had a taste of the British tyranny during o 
the martial law days in the Punjab when full use of the influence of the 
Executive over the Judiciary was made. Similayly, I fear, that if these two 
are not separated the same powers may not be used by our Government ~ j | 
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against the parties which differ from it politically, I want to submit that 
we are familiar with the results of the influence of the Executive over the 


Judiciary and, therefore, desire that Judiciary should be made independent 
of the Executive immediately. 


Sir, T want to tell the hon. Members of this House how I had a chance 
to taste its bad effects. During the Civil Disobedience Movement, I was 
challaned and produced in the Court of Sardar Bahadur Sardar Hukam Singh, 
who was the A. D. M., Ludhiana. He knew that a false case had been 
fabricated against me on political grounds and did not wish to convict me. 
He frankly admitted in Court that though I was innocent of the charge 
framed against me, yet he was helpless in the matter and had to convict me 
because the Deputy Commissioner had ordered him to do so. Sir, in those 
days, the Judiciary was working totally under the directioa of the Executive. 


I also want to remind the hon. Members of this House, that it had 
always been our slogan during our country’s struggle for freedom that 
Judiciary should be independent and we had made many sacrifices for the 
achievement of this objective. We shall be committing a great blunder, 
if in spite of all these sacrifices, we do not make the Judiciary independent 


now, when we are in a position to do so. 


Then, Sir, I beg to submit that the rival political parties are sure to 
exist in every democratic country. There is an Opposition party in this 
House also. The Government might some day misuse the power of the 
Executive over the Judiciary for harming the Opposition, if Judiciary is 


allowed to remain under the direction of the Executive, 


Therefore, Sir, I request the Government to take immediate steps to 
make Judiciary totally independent of the Executive. I thank Shri Ram 
Kishan for moving this Resolution in this House. 


Master Daulat Ram (Kaithal): Sir, I rise to support the Resolution 
moved by Shri Ram Kishan. Under the present set up a Deputy Commis- 
sioner in the capacity of an Executive Officer of the District can order 
prosecution of any person if such a person in his opinion, acts or is likely to 
actin a manner which may. disturb peace and order in the District. The 
same Deputy Commissioner who is the prosecutor in the case may either try 
him or may order him to be tried in a court of one of his subordinate 
Magistrates. There is every likelihood that Magistrates will not act against the 
wishes of the District Magistrate who also perform the functions of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Therefore, in my view unadulterated and undiluted justice 
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can only be given to the citizens of this State, if the Judiciary is separated 


from the Executive. 


I hope the hon. Membeis will agree with me when I say that a Magist- 
rate and an Executive Officer cannot go together and especially when you 
entfust the duties of these two offices to one person, you can never expect 
justice from him, The very nature of the two duties differs and requires 
for their discharge two distinct types of mental equipment and outlook 
which cannot be possessed by the same official. So when this is the state 
of affairs, people in the State can never expect that they will be done full 
justice. In fact instances are not lacking where justice has been miscarried. 


Moreover, when justice is delayed due to inefficiency and various 
uncontrollable factors it practically amounts to justice denied. Where one 
cannot have justice, the people, a community or a nation where such a state 
of things exists go astray. They lose their balance of mind and everyone 
knows the results which follow from it, The character of such a nation or 
community gradually deteriorates. In addition to this, it also brings 
economic pressure upon the various members comprising that society. For 
example, if a person belongs toa poor, middle or rich class is denied 
justice, he becomes frustrated. Where there is frustration there can be no prog- 
ress of society, Progress of society can only be brought about if the minds of 
Members constituting that society are properly balanced. When a person or 
a group of persons or a society at large loses that balance, we can never 


expect that socicty to develop and prosper. 


In a State where the pcople are entirely dependent on the produce of 
their fields and they oftea resort to litigation if they are administered justice 
with inordinate delay or if they are denied justice, we cannot even dream 
that there will be prosperity, In the absence of prosperity you cannot in the 
least expect even a shadow of peace in that territory. In that part of the 
country where there is absence of peace, the result is chaos, Chaos leads to 
so many destructive factors wherein the life of a human being generally 
speaking becomes difficult if not impossible. Herein the Punjab particularly 
with regard to the powers given to the Deputy Commissioners and Superin- 
tendents of Police under the present set up, we feel that these people are 
over-awing the magistracy. Where the Magistrate is not independent, we 
cannot feel that justice will be done to the people. As far as I know, they 
are at present interfering in the affairs of the Magistrates. 
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Therefore, I see no reason why the Executive should not be separated 
from the Judiciary. With these words, I commend this Resolution to the 
House. 


Shri Kanhaya Lal Butail (Palampur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, many of 
my hon. Friends have given expression to their views regarding the separation 
of the Judiciary from the Executive, I also associate myself with them in 
extending my full support to the Resolution and wish to submit that justice 
should be made available not only at the District Headquarters but also in 


Tehsils, Towns and the Villages, 


Sir, I take this opportunity to bring home to the Government the state 
of affairs prevailing in the Copying Agency in district courts. In spite of the 
fact that the expenditure on the maintenance of this Department is on the 
increase every year, its efliciency is not improving with the result that this 
Agency which otherwise could have augmented the State revenues, has 
resulted in a deficit of about Rs. 10,000. As a matter of fact I cannot 
anticipate any sort af surplus at least from this Department, unless the person- 
nel engaged in this work adopt a regular procedure and act promptly in making 
the supply of the requisite copies available to the people applying for them in 


time, 
Mr. Speaker: This is irrelevant. The hon. Member should confine 


his remarks to the Resolution. 


Shri Kanhaya Lal Butail: Sir, what I wish to submit is that a 
Magistrate cannot proceed with a case unless the copies of the documents 
relevant to the case are available and it is this very Agency which can save 
both the complainant and the respondent from unncessary botheration and 
inconvenience. I, therefore, emphasise that the Government should take 


effective steps to establish a high standard of efficiency ia this Department. 


Shri Jagdish Chandra (Ludhiana City, North) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 
enough has been said in this House regarding the necessity of separating the 
Judiciary from the Executive, As a matter of fact if the system of Government 
in a country is not democratic the Judiciary and the Executive are not separated 
because it does not suit the ruling authority. It is always natural under a 
Dictatorship, Monarchy or Autocracy that these two departments of adminis- 
tration should be so set up as to remain under the control of one authority, 
The same was the case in our country during the British regime. Before the 
advent of freedom a Deputy Commissioner enjoyed both the Executive and 
the Judicial powers. But, since the dawn of independence a number of long 


“Pherished changes have been brought about and more are contemplated. 
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It is a matter of great pride tous that the fundamental principle of 
keeping the Judiciary free from any kind of interference by the Executive 
has been emhodied in our Constitution. Administration of equitable justice 
to and the protection of the fundamental rights ofall the nationals of India 
are the cardinil feature of our Constitution. It is, therefore, of paramount 
importance that with a view to maintaining the liberties of the masses, our 
Government should take effective steps for the complete separation of the 
Judiciary from the Execucive. Now that we are a free country, it should 
be our guiding principle as we were constantly fighting for it during our 
struggle for freedom. In order to establish high standards of justice in our 
administration we should implement the Resolution under discussion as 


early as possible. 


Under the existing system the Prosecuting Sub-Inspectors are under the 
direct control of the Superintendent of Police. It is the police authorities 
who challan the persons and the P.S.Is’ conduct the cases in the Court. It 
is, therefore, of vital importance that with a view to doing justice the P.S.Is’ 
should be put under the charge of either the Legal Remembrancer or the 
Public Prosecutor instead of the Superintendent of Police. This thing should 
be done immediately, because so long as the police wields influence over 


the P.S.Is’ they cannot perform their duties independently. 


Mr. Speaker, I would further like to submit that the Magistrates 
are under the District Magistrate. They have to submit their progress 
reports showing the number of persons challaned in their Courts and con- 
victed by them. Often it so happens that having found nothing in a case, 
a Magistrate thinks that justice will be met by discharging the accused 
but being afraid of the police and also for purposes of sending reports to 
the higher authorities, he has to award a punishment. He is made to act in 
accordance with the wishes of the police, as otherwise the police authorities 
would not hesitate to send a report that the Magistrate was indirectly 
encouraging crime in the aqa. A similar report is also sent to the Deputy 
Commissioner, who being the District Magistrate can harm him. It thus 
follows that the Executive and the Judiciary being combined the police has 
always a large scope for direct interference with the work of the Magistrates 
and cases can never be decided on merits. 

In the end, I would emphasise that if for no other reason, at least for 
purposes of giving justice to everybody as laid down in the Constitution, 
sincere efforts should be mad: by our Government to separate the Judiciary 


from the Executive. 
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Chief Minister (Shri Bhim Sen Sachar) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, except 
for a short time when I had to go ont for some urgent business I have been 
listening very attentively to the specches delivered on the Resolution under 
discussion. I have noted down all the points raised by the hon. Members 
and I believe that those of my friends who spoke in my absence also said 


similiar things. 


Taking all these points into consideration I would like to say that as 
a matter of fact the question of the separation of the Judiciary from the 
Executive has passed all the stages of discussion. The question before us 
to-day is not whether these two should be separated from each other or not 
but that in what manner this can be best done. Their separation already 
stands decided in principle. What we have now to determine is the mode 


of giving effect to that principle. 


The Government has yet to chalk out a plan for the remodelling of the 
Judiciary and the Executive after their separation. In this connection I may 
inform the House that the Government has not been sitting idle in the 
matter. This question was first considered in April, 1950, when it was decided 
to pursue the matter still further. Accordingly a reference was made to the 
Government of India. In reply, this State was informed that the proposal, 
being of a vital importance, involved, besides other complications, certain 
administrative changes. The central Government, therefore, advised the 
State Government not to hurry in the matter, as that might only result in 
loss of time and money. It appears that the Central Government wants to 
evolve an all India policy which can prove heipfull to all the States in the 
Country. Acting on this advice we did not pursue the matter further. 


After the new Constitution was enforced the matter was again taken up 
and in May, 1950, an enquiry was made from all the other States as to what 
steps they intended to take in this direction, In April, 1951, a copy of 
the scheme was supplied to and opinions invited from the Commissioners, 
the Judges of the High Court and the High Court Bar Association, Replies 
have since been received from the Judges and the Commissioners but a 
report is yet awaited from the High Court Bar Association. 


Mr, Speaker, you will agree with me that in a matter of such a great 
importance further steps can be taken only after the Government has received 
the views of all those concerned or effected. 


Iam not trying to side-track the issue. I am giving this information in 


“rorder to show that the Government is alive to the importance of this matter, 
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I give an assurance that we shall do all that we can. Some of my friends 
Opposite are not in their seats and I hope that those from among them who 
are present will convey this to their friends, 


Mr. Speaker, when the discussion was going on, some of the hon. 
Members took the opportunity of making some remarks and I think it obli- 
gatory on me to answer at least some of them. 


Sir, l was submitting that we cannot take any hasty steps for the separa- 
tion of the Executive from the Judiciary. No one denies that we have to 
effect this separation. How long it will take to do that depends upon 
certain factors. In any case, I repeat that this matter is receiving the close 
attention of my Government. We do feel that unless the Executive is sepa- 
rated from the Judiciary, things cannot and would not improve. 


è 


The first thing which I did on assumption of office was to impress upon 
all the Executive Officers that they must act independently and that their 
work would be judged from the degree of independence which they brought to 
bear on it. | 


The second thing we did was to remove the misunderstanding that 
existed regarding the relative positions of the Deputy Commissioners and the 
Superintendents of Police. ln this connection, I may add that in every 
District the Superintendent of Police is under the District Magistrate and not 
above him. I would ask my hon. Friends in the House to bring to my notice 
any instance of interference by the police or the Deputy Commissioners in 
judicial cases and I assure them that I shall take stern action against the 
persons concerned. The officers who want to perform their duties fearlessly... 


Shri Abdul Guffar Khan: How many such officers are there ? 


XN 


Cheif Min ster: Sir, I was submitting that the officers want to perform 
their duties honestly and the required atmosphere has been created for them. 
There are very few officers whoare proving otherwise. My contention is 
that even if the number of officers who do their work honestly and diligently 
is small yet those few will set an example to the others. 


The real object of the separation of the Judiciary from the Executive is 
to ensure that justice is done to all ; and my Government does give that 
assurance. If the hon. Members also make a combined and concentrated 
effort to set things right I have no doubt that before long the conditions will 


considerably improve. ‘Then, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Houses 7 
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to the difficulty experienced by us in prosecuting the accused persons in cere 


tain cases, In one district, ] was told that no body was prepared to give 
evidence in a case. 


a I appeal to the Members to help the Government in getting true wit- 
+ nesses for giving evidence in cases. I want to submit that as we want to 
separate the Executive from the Judiciary, we ourselves should not put 
unnecessary and undue pressure on the Magistrates. On the other hand they 

should be allowed to act independently. 


I want to request the hon, Members through you, Sir, that for the fulfil- 

ment of this colossal task, we should create such an atmosphere in the State 

a as may enable us to get the right type of evidence in cases sub-judice without 
any difficulty, In this connection I would like to say that even if we selected 


as an experimental measure certain places and appointed there the best type 


of police officers who could employ the most scientific methods of investiga- 

tion for the detection of crimes I doubt if witnesses would come forward to 

help the Government in ivestigation. Ifthe people who know do not come 
f forward to tell the truth, you can well realise the difficulty which the Govern- 
ment has to face, 


So far as the Government is concerned, I think, it is its duty to try 
its utmost for detecting and preventing crime in the State. Some of 
the hon, Members may not agree with me, but I am of the view that 
if the Government is convinced of the justice of a case but it can not get 
the offender convicted simply because of non-availability of evidence ; 
there should be no hesitation in resorting to the provisions of the Preventive 
Detention Act, I am sure the House will approve of such a procedure 
if justice is to be dispensed in our State. If the facts are such that we 
are convinced about the truth of acase and yet its judicial success is 
doubtful for want of proper evidence, the Government will have no 
hesitation in resorting to the powers conferred on it by the Preventive 
Detention Act. There is nothing wrong in doing so, Our aim is to 
check the activities of those who arc following a wrong path. If we 
cannot check them through a judical trial, other powers of the Government 

7 can be exercised to achieve the object. There is no reason why we 


w- should not do so provided we act with honest intentions. 


As regards the separation of the Executive from the judiciary, although 
it may amount to a repetition yet I wish to state that our policy is to act with 
~w S much haste as possible, consistent with efficiency and good Government. 
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In this connection it will not be out of place to mention that we are trying 


ae Siang. - 


our utmost to make the Panchayats effective hy giving as many powers to 
them as possible. By proceeding in this manner we are moving towards 


the goal of separating Judiciary from the Executive. This is an act in the a 


r 


same direction. Its success will solve most of the problems that we now 
face. The time that the work of separating the Executive from the Judiciary 


om - 


will take is unavoidable. 
Shrimati Shanno Devi: How much time will it take ? 


Chief Minister : At this stage I cannot possibly say what length of 
time this work will take but [ can assure the hon. Lady Member è 
that the Government will move in this matter as quickly as possible. J 
cannot say anything more at this time. But as regards Panchayats I have 
already stated, thatit is the policy and intention of the Government to 
give them more powers so that it may be possible to decide most of the 
cases in the villages themselves. 


Before resuming my seat I wish to thank some of the hon, Members for A 
the views which they have expressed so'frankly. I admit that there are some 
shortcoming in the existing system. We have got certain things in legacy. 

But we are trying to improve them, We have a will to do so. The thing 
that the hon. Members should see is whether we are following the right path 
or not. We have a desire to mend matters without loss of time. In this 
_ task we seek the co-operation of all the hon. Members. The policy of the 
* Government is to associate the M.L.A.’s in its activities. I hope that after 
the statement made by the Government, this Resolution will be withdrawn. 

Sardar Shib Singh (Rania) (Punjabi): Sir, the hon. Chief Minister m 
has laid stress on the fact that true evidence in judicial cases is difficult to 
he had. In this connection my experience is that in cent per cent cases 
the police collects and adduces false evidence. This practice should be put 
an end to and the Chief Minister would do well to issue instructions to 
this effect. Not merely instructions should be issued but also thorough steps 
should be taken to eradicate this evil. I hope the Government will do so. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— » 
That in line £, the word “early” be deleted. 
The motion was lost. ~ai 
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| Mr, Speaker : Question is— 
That at the end of the Resolution, the following be added “by 
m April 1, 1953.” 
L i The motion was lost. 
| < 

Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
| That at the end of the Resolution, the words “in the public services 
| of the State as enjoined by the mandatory provision contained 
j in article 50 of the Constitution of India” be added. 
eN The motion was by leave withdrawn. 
; s Mr. Speaker: Question is— 

In view of the fact, that in all advanced and prozressive, countries 
an independent judiciary is considered an absolute necessity for 
the peace and progress of the country the Assembly recommends 
to the Government to take early steps to separate the Judiciary 
from the Executive. 

? . . 
, = The motion was by leave withdrawn. 
à 
= (The Assembly then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Friday 4th, July, 1952) 
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Punjab Legislative Assembly 


FRIDAY, 4TH JULY, 1952. 


uanonmamn sae saamea amen eaten 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla, at 10 a.m. of the 
clock. Mir, Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Chair. 


marra. ERS naa SENN 


SPEAKER’3 RULING REGARDING MAINTENANCE OF 
DIGNITY OF THE CHAIR. 


` 


Mr. Speaker: Before the business on today’s agenda is taken 
up, I have to address the House on an important matter. Yesterday, 
three hon. Members passed certain remarks which were derogatory 
to the dignity of the Chair and cast reflections on it. I am told 
that Shrimati Sita Devi remarked that the Ministers were lucky to 
have, as Speaker, a person who supported and protected them. I have 
taken strong exception to this remark. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Ona point of order, Sir. The Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Assembly provide that the 
question hour will have precedence over any matter to be discussed 
on the floor of the House. 


Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member should not stand up, when I 
am addressing the House. Then it has been pointed out to me that 
it is not proper for me to use the words ‘sit down’ again and again 
as certain Members take objection to this expression. Well, [ have 
consulted several authoritative books on parliamentary procedure 
and I have to say this regarding this matter. fín ordinary 
circumstances it is not necessary for the Speaker to ask the Members 
to sit down and it is the duty of the Members themselves to resume 
their seats automatically as soon as the Speaker rises to address 
the House on any matter. But when the Members fail to observe 
this practice and get up while I am on my legs, I have to ask them 
to sit down or if you so please, to resume their seats. If Í have to 
repeat the words ‘sit down’ time and again, the fault lies with the 
Members themselves and î am not to be blamed for it. Besides, I 
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may point out that there is nothing wrong with the expression 
‘sit down’. It has been used ina ruling which I will read out for 
the information of the House. It is to this effect- 


The Speaker or the Chairman, as the case may ^e, rises upon his seat and 
interrupts the speaker, who is bound to sit down. 


It will be seen that the expression ‘sit down’ occurs in this book and 
I see no reason why exception should be taken by the Members if 
I use it. Apart from this the hon. Members will realise how 
mandatory this ruling is. If the Speaker interrupts the Member. 
who is in possession of the House, he is bound to resume his seat. 
But what has been my experience? I am really amazed to find 
that while I am on my legs, hon. Mernbers rise on points of infor- 
mation or get up to raise points of order. Only just a while ago, the 
House saw that Shri Dev Raj sethi did so. 


Now I would like to say a few words about the remark made 
by Shri Dev Raj Sethi yesterday that I act in a dictatorial manner. 
In this connection I would quote from May’s Parliamentary Practice. 


Reflection upon the character of Speaker and accu-ations of partiality 
in the discharge of his dutes, by any Member, is a serious 
offence. 


There is yet another ruling on this point. : 


The ordinary interpretation of the rules and customs of the House 
is the function of the Speaker himself. He cannot allow any 
discussion or criticism of his decision except on a substantive 
motion, | 


I may tell the House that I shall be very glad if a motion is brought 
against me but as long as I occupy this Chair, I shall not allow it to 
be insulted or slighted in any manner. (Cheers). 


Chief Minister: May i draw the attention of the House, 
through you, Sir, to a ruling about the functions of the Speaker ? 


It is to the effect that- 


He interprets the rules of the House, guides the debates, announces the 
results of —-— -decides points of order and advises the House 
on matters not covered by law or custom. 


Mr. Speaker: I quite agree. Thank you. 
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Now the third Member who yesterday made an insinuation 
against me or the Leader of the House was Shri Ranjit Singh who, 
however, tendered an apology in a halting and grudging manner. 
But as regards Shri Dev Raj Sethi’s zeal for interpellations, I have 
gone through the record of the Assembly proceedings of the previous 
years and after perusing more than a hundred pages I have been 
P able to find only one or two supplementaries asked by him. It is 
strange that now he displays so much eagerness and enthusiasm for 
putting supplementary questions. (An hon. Member: because he 
is now more experienced than before). Since I have to conduct th 
business of the House according to the Rules, I have to see that 
the rule governing supplementaries is not infringed. So there is no 
reason why Shri Dev Raj Sethi shculd have the idea that I act in 
a dictatorial manner. I wonld therefore ask the hon. Members that 
if they have any thing to complain against me, they are welcome 
to see me in my office and discuss the matter with me, so that if 
there be any misunderstanding, that may be removed. If even after 
that they are not satisfied, they are at liberty to bring forth a 
substantive motion against me. But I want to make it clear to them 
that so long as I occupy this Chair, I shall not brook any 
insult or indignity or any other offence against it. (Cheers). I may 
not be here tomorow, but the Chair must be respected. May 
inform the House in this connection that in America, Speaker is 
considered to be next to the President in respect of honour and 
dignity. But here hon. Members at every step, unmindful of the 
dignity of the Chair, raise points of order. I have no mind to ask 
the Members concerned to withdraw what they said yesterday. That 
is up to them to do or not. But in all honesty and seriousness, I 
m shall make an emphatic request to the House that no such things 

will be tolerated in future. If anybody does so, he will know and 
i the House knows what action will be taken against him under the 
ie Rules. I am sure the House will maintain-its dignity and the 
} dignity of the Chair in which it has installed me. (Cheers). 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 


| “ Mr. Speaker: No please. 

a = Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Sir, I may be permitted to explain my 
position. The hon. Speaker has been pleased to mention my name 

} not once but twice or thrice, in connection with certain conduct of 


mine and I am entitled to make a personal explanation. 
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Mr. Speaker: Alright. The hon. Member ‘is permitted to 
give his personal explanation, but he should be very brief. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The first reference, that was made by 
the hon. Speaker, about me was with regard to my raising the point 
of order today. 


Mr, Speaker: The hon. Member should explain in regard to | if 
what he said yesterday. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Certainly , Sir. But you mentioned my = | 
name today also. I request you to allow me to expiain my position <4 
regarding today’s conduct also. If you are not going to permit me to 
explain my pusition ..... 


Mr. Speaker: Again this is a reflection on the Chair. I would | 


ask the hon. Member to give his personal eXplanation very briefly. ; 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: I shall certainly obey you, Sir. Today 
I rose on a point of order because I felt that according to rules, the | 
question hour should have precedence over any matter to be discussed i 
on the floor of the House, and that the remarks of the hon, Speaker | 
could be made after the close of the question hour. Thereforem y point 
of order was quite relevant. The second reference was with regard 
toa remark which I did make. I have to mind to repeat that 
now since it will offend you. The cccasion arose when after 
certain supplementary questions were asked, which were quite 
valid and relevant according to my estimate, they were abruptly 
stopped. IfI may be permitted to say so, we were treated like 
school boys. This made .me rise and utter that remark. I may 7 
respectfully submit that if you are the hon. Speaker, we are the hon. ag 
Members and we do not want to be treated like school boys. 


Mr. Speaker: But if the hon. Members behave like school 4 
boys, then it is not my fault if I have to enforce the rules. Besides 
the hon. Member does not appear to be conversant with the rule 
on which he was taking his stand regarding the question 
hour. He should know that the question hour depends 
upon my discretion. I may allow itor may dispense with it. Since 
all that happened yesterday, happened during the question hour <a] 
Į felt the necessity of making this statement today befcre taking 
np the questions, with a view to avoid the recurrence of unpleasant 


incidents. sili 
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Chiet Minister: Sir, I quite agree with your observations 
regarding your discretion in permitting or dispensing with the 
- question hour. `% 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I request the Leader of the House, 
j through you, Sir, to quote the rule clearly, so that a final ruling 


2 ai 


may be given by you. 


~——~ a 


Mr. Speaker: No, the matter is closed now. 


| Shrimati Sita Devi: Ona point of personal explanation, Sir. 
pæ Yesterday I had not the slightest intention of showing any disrespect 
to the Chair whose honour and dignity I am keen to maintain. 
Whatever I said was by way of a joke in reply to the jokes 
that are sometime made by some of the hon. Ministers. I, however,, 
express my regret for what I had said and withdraw those words. 


Mr. Speaker: The members and the Ministers may exchange 
jokes if they so desire, but the Chair must be kept out of these 
| jokes. 


Starred Questions and Answers, 


RESERVATION OF 1I AND FOR ALLOTMENT TO POLITICAL 
SUF: ERERS IN THE STATE. 


*260, Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Development 
g be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government announced in 1980-51 
r reservation of a certain area of land under the Utilisation 
A. of Waste Lands Act; if so, the total area so reserved, 
and the area to be allotted to each political sufferer 
in the State; 


° (b) the last date announced for sending applications by 
aa political sufferers for the lease of land; 


(c) the number of applications received by the Government 
within the prescribed time; 


GEE, 


, s 


« 
e 
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(shri Dev Raj Sethi) 

(d) whether any Advisory Committee was set up by the 
Government to help in making the selection of suitable 
political sufferers; if so, the personnel of the Committee 
and terms of its reference; 


(e) the dates on which meetings of the aforesaid Advisory 
Committee were held and the decision so far taken 
by it; 


(f) the total area of land thus leased out so far; the list of “a 
political sufferers to whom it is leased out and the terms 
of the lease; 


(g) whether Government intends ‘to give land to other 
persons on similar terms ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon; 


(a) (i) Yes. The reservation was announced in 1951-52 and 
not in 1950-51. 


(ii) 4,000 acres, — 
(iii) 124 acres. 
(b) 20th August, 1951. 
(c) 1655. 


(d) (i) Yes. Originally the Committee consisted of Chief f 
Minister as Chairman, Development Minister, member j 


and Financial Commissioner, Development, as Secretary Ba 
but this Committee did not work due to resignation of 
the Ministry. It was then decided that Additional . 
Chief Secretary should scrutinise the claims of political ff 
sufferers with the assistance of the following < 
representatives of political parties :— 


(i) Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava. 
(ii) Master Tara Singh. = 
(iii) Sardar Partap Singh Kairon. 


| 
(iv) Giani Kartar Singh. ia | 
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(v) Jathedar Udham Singh Nagoke. 
p> (vi) Comrade Ram Krishan. 
k (vii) Shri Tilak Raj Chadha. 
h (viii) Comrade Sohan Tingh Josh. 
| 


(ii) The Committee was required to scrutinize claims 
and make recommendations to Governinent for allotment 
. of land. 


(e) (i) The Committee held three meetings at Jullundur Cantt. 
on the 12th October, 1951, 21st to 23rd November, 1951 
and Sth to 6th February, :952 respectively. 


(ii) At the first meeting the Committee decided the 

general principles on the basis of which claims were to 

be considered. At the other two meetings the Committee 

verified the claims of those political sufferers who 

appeared before it In all 374 political sufferers appeared 

before the Committee. 302 claims were accepted and 

72 rejected. It was decided that out of accepted claims, 

orders of allotment for land should issue in respect of 

political sufferers who had undergone 5 or more years 

of imprisonment or any other higher form of sufferings. 

Orders were issued for allotment of land to 85 such 

political sufferers. The Committee has now been 

b reconstituted with Chief Minister as Chairman, 

< Development Minister as Member and_ Financial 

aa Commissioner, Development as Secretary and it has been 

decided to invite advcitional applications before 

scrutinizing the remaining claims for selecting 265 more 
“« political sufferers. 


(f) No area has actually been leased out so far. Government 

have now under consideration the question whether or 

P not allotment to 55 political sufferers already selected 

should be withheld till the remaining 265 political 

F- sufferers are selected so as to avoid any complaint 
about advance allotment of better areas. 


y 

| — | (g) The land is to be leased to political sufferers 

e 
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[Minister for Development] 
fora period of 7 to 20 years under the East Punjab 
Utilisation of lands Act. Other persons can take waste 
land on lease under the Act by bidding at the auctions 
conducted by the Deputy Commissioners for this purpose. 


ARREST OF COMRADE MEHAR SINGH. 


*363. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be 
pleased to State : — 


(a} whether it isa fact that Comrade Mehar Singh, 
Communist worker, was arrested from the house of Master Hari 
Singh, Ex-M. L. A., at Model Town, Ludhiana on the night of 
May 24, 1952, in the presence of Master Hari Singh ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that in spite of a thorough 


search of the House, the police found nothing except office files, 
which they carried away along with Comrade Mehar Singh ; 


(c) whether it is a fact athat on May, 26. 1952, a case 


.- Of dacoity under section 395/397 I. P. C. was instituted against him 


implicating him in an old dacoity case lying untraced for a long time 
and a remand for 14 days was taken against him ; 


(d) whether itis fact that on the expiry of 14 days, the 
case had to be withdrawn and Comrade Mehar Singh had to be 
released ; 


(e) the action Government intends taking against those 
police officials responsible or this attempt to implicate 
an innocent person in a false dacoity case ? 


Sri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) S. Mehar Singh s/o S. Jiwan Singh, caste Jhiwar, 
resident of village Chananwal, Police Station Shehna, 
Distt. Barnala Pepsu, wa; arrested on the night between 
22-23/5/52, from House No. 232/I, in Model Town, 
Ludhiana. Master Hari Singh was also present in this 
house at the time of arrest. The house, however, does 
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e . 
Origa] with; 
Pun Vidhan Sabha 
Digifized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Starred Questions and Answers (13) 9 


not belong to Master Hari Singh. Jt had been rented 
by Mehar Singh under the fictitious name of Sant Singh. 


(b) A search was carried out and certain files and documents 
were taken into custody. 


(c) No. The correct position is that Mehar Singh was 
arrested in an already registered case of Police Station 
Sadar Ludhiana (F. I. R. No. 230, dated 20. 10. 51, UjSs 
395/397 I. P.C.) He was remanded to Police custody for 
purpose of investigation for a period of 14 days. 


(d) On the expiry of the period of the remand, Mehar Singh 
was discharged. There was no occasion to withdraw 
the case’. 


(e) The action of the Police Officers in the matter was 
bonatide and in accordance with the provisions of law. 
As such no action against them is indicated. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Does the Government intend to 
return the files that the Police had taken possession of at the time of 
arresting Comrade Mehar Singh ? 


Chief Minister: Legal action can be taken if anything 
incriminating is found in the files. = -<_ 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Sardar Mehar Singh was arrested 
and acquitted after 14 days. May I know the reason for his arrest 
and ultimate acquittal ? 


Chief Minister: Does the hon. Member like me to translate 
the reply that I have already read out to him ? 


Sardar Chanan Singh: It will be very kind of the Chief Minister 
if he does so. 


Chief Minister: I have already said that an impartial enquiry 
was held and when nothing was found against him he was released, 
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ARREST OF MEMBERS OF PANCHAYAT OF VILLAGE 


RURKA KALAN DISTRICT,J ULLUNDUR 


*364. Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 


to state: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


| 
whether it is a fact that following on altercation with a 


‘police informer, maoy respectable citizens inculding 


many members of Panchayat of Village Rurka Kalan, P. S 
Phillaur, District Jullundur, were arrested in the first 
week of November, 19-1 ; 


whether it is a fact that the Commissioner, Jullundur 


Division had, on representations being made to him, to 
personally intervened in the matter and the respectable 
persons were realeased later on 5; 


the action, if any, taken by the Commissioner, Jullundur 
Division, against the Police officials responsible for 
the arrests ? 


Shr; Bhim Sen Sachar; 


(a) No, The facts of the case are that one head-watchman 


(b) 


(c) 


of Rurka Kalan who had been instrumental in getting 
29 persons of the village arrested for gambling at a 
public place was mercilessly beaten on his refusal to 
desst from appearing as a prosecution witness against 
them (the gamblers). Both his legs were ruthlessly broken 
and as many as 11 injuries 6 of which were grievous were 
inflicated on him, A case U/Ss 307/3235/143 I. P. C. was 
registered in which 17 persons including 2 members of 
the village Panchayat were sent up for trial. Three of 
the accused were convicted U/S 335 I. P.C. while the 
others were discharged. 


The Commissioner, Jullundur Division, visited the spot 
and made enquiries but did not order the release of anyone 


as the matter was sub-judice. 


The Commissioner did not consider it necessary to take 
action against any police officer as the case was sub-judice. 
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P<OCEDURE FOR REFERRING THE CASES OF COMPLAINTS 
AGAINST POLIC- OFFICIALS. 


*370. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 


to state :— 


(a) whether it is afact that about 10 years ago, the Home 
Secretary to Government, Punjab, issued a circular letter 
to all the Deputy Commissioners in the Punjab to the 
effect that all complaints against police officials under the 
C. P. Code to the Magistrates should in the first 
instance be referredgto the Superintendent of Police of the 
District concerned ; 


(b) whether the Government is sticking to the same old 
practice as referred to in part (a) above ; 


(c) whether the Government intends to cincel the said 
circular ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: (a) No. (b) and (c). Do not arise. 


PUNITIVE POLICE POSTS IN DISTRICT KARNAL, 


*377. Sardar Gopal Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state the number of punitive police posts that have been set up 
recently in the Karnal district and the amount of money which will 
be paid as fine by the inhabitants of the district on account of these 
posts? i 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: One. The exact amount of money 
which will be paid by the inhabitants concerned on this account 
has not been determined yet. 


USE OF LOUD SPEAKRS IN LUDHIANA 


*412 Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state : | 
(a) Whether it is a fact that about the 15 May, 1952 a 
Ludhiana Firm dealing in Ferg uson Tractors was 
allowed the use of loud-speaker in its publicity van for 
a couple of days ; 
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(b) Whether it is a fact that during the same period the 
Communist Party was refused the use of loud-speaker 
for even four hours ; if so, the reasons thereof ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) No The publicity van of the said Company passed on 
G. T. Road through Ludhiana City, on 15th May, 1952 en- 
rout to village Bhore, P.S. Sadar, to give a demonstration 


of Ferguson Tractors and implements, but did not make use 
of loud-speakers in Ludhiana on or about 15th May, 1952. 


(b) The use of loud-speakers by the Communist Party in City 
Ludhiana was disallowed by the District Magistrate in 


view of the ban already existing. 


Sardar Chanan Singh : Commercial companies have bee 
given this permission while the political parties are not being given 


permission, may I know the reason for this? 


Chief Minister: I have stated that no such permission has 
been granted. 


GROW MORE FOOD CAMPAIGN iN THE STATE. 


“g5, Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to State :— 


(a) the total amount of money spent by the Government 


on the Grow More Food Campaign since March, 1949 


. in the state ; 


(b) the number of tubewells sunkin the State during this 


period together with the number proposed to be sunk ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
(a) About Rs. 5,61,12,600/- 


(b) (i) Target 698. 


(ii) Achievement-705. 
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CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS OF LAND IN THE STATE. 


*151. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Development 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the tehsils in the State in which cunsolidation of holdings 
of land is being carried on at present ; 


(b) the progress made so far, district-wise up to 31st March, 
1952; 


(c) the approximate estimate of cost incurred per acre by 
Government for consoiidation work ; 


(d) the approximate period within which the work of 
consolidation in the entire State will be completed ; 


(e) the steps so far taken or intended to be taken by the 
Government to reduce the chances of fragmentation ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : A statement giving the required 
information is placed below. 
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SUPPLY OF CHARRI SEED. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram: Will the Minister for Development 


he pleased to State : -- 


(a) whetherit 1s a fact that the Agriculture Department, 


Amritsar placed an indent with the Foodgrains Dcpart- 
ment for the supply of Charri seed in August- 


September, 1951 ;--- 


whether it is a iact that Foodgrains Department 
informed the Agriculture Department in March, 1952 that 
it has*not been able to make the requisite transport 


arrangement 5 


(c) whether it is a fact that when the Agriculture Department 


Amritsar itself arranged for the purchase of the seed it 
was not provided any transport facilities; if so, the reasons 
thereof ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon ; 


(a) The District Agricultural Officer, Amritsar, submitted an 


indent for the supply of Charri seed for Amritsar district 
in the end of September, 1951. The consolidated require- 
inents of charri seed for the whole State were forwarded to 
the Food and Civil Supplies Department, Punjab on the 
7th November, i951 for procurement of the requisite 
quantity of seed for Kharif 1952., 


(b) The Foodgrains Department informed the Agriculture 


Department on 7th January, 1952 that it was not possible 
to procure internally the requisite quantity of charri seed 
owing to the complete failure of Kharif during 195! and 
that they had moved the Food and Agriculture Department 
of Government of India for the allocation thereof 
from outside the State. 


(c) The Agriculture Department Amritsar (viz. District 


Agricultural Officer, Amritsar) did not arrange’ for the 
purchase of any charri seed, but the Government of India 
allocated the seed, to this State from U. P. and helped 
A a transport facilities for movement of this 


a ee 
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GARDEN COLONIES IN TH STATE. 


*373. Sardar Shamsher Singh: Will the Minister 
Development be pleased to state :— 


for 
(a) the amount so far spent by the Government on the Garden 
Colonies in the State ; 


(b) the amount spent so far by the State on the staff etc. 
employed in the offices of the Horticulture Department ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


(a) Garden Colony Scheme. 


Year Rupees 
1948—49 22,775 
1949—50 84,094 
1950—51 7,959 
1951—52 - 31 165 
Total 1, 45,993 


(b) The amount spent upto 31st March 1952 by the State 
Government on the staff etc. employed in the offices of 
the Horticultural Section of Agriculture Department 
exciuding Garden Colony Scheme is Rs. 8,84, 910 as 
detailed below :— 


Year Rupees 
1947—48 (15th August, 47 to 24, 378 
3ist March, 1948) . 
1948—49 99,005 
1949—50 2 0522/ 
1950—51 2,29,937 
1951—52 3,26,363 
Total 8, 84, 910 


This amount includes the expenditure incurred on General Fruit 
Section and other beneficial horticultural schemes being run by the 
Department of Agriculture. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It has been stated that lakhs of rupees have 
een spent over Garden Colonies, may | know how this money has been 
spent ? 


Starred Questions and Answers (13) 17 


Minister: In this connection 1 would draw the attention of 
the hon. Member to the Budget of the last year. 


on 
° FAMILY PLANNING IN THE STATE, 
*385. Dewan Jagdish Chandra: Will the Minister for 
: i Development be pleased to state the steps, if any, the Government 
has so far taken for Family Planning in both the rural and urban areas 
: of the State? 
aired 
Shri Jagat Narain: The matter is under consideration of the 
State Government. 
LAND LEFT BY EVACUEES IN THE STATE. 
*386. Dewan Jazd.sh Chandra: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 

(a) the area of agricultural land left by the Muslim evacuees 
in the State; and that part of the area which still 
remains uncultivated and; 

(b) the steps intended to the taken by the Government to 
get the uncultivated area cultivated ? 

Sardar Ujjal Singh : 
_ (a) 39,61,667 acres. Figures of the area which still remains 
_ uncultivated are not yet available. 
? (b) (i) Some of the banjar areas in the Jullundur, Hoshiarpur 


and Karnal districts were broken with the aid of 
tractors of the Central Tractor Organisation. 


(ii) The Government of India also advanced funds for being 
given as loans for the purchase of tractors for breaking 
, banjar lands. 


4 (iii) Such evacuee lands which the allottées fail to reclaim or 
cultivate before the 31st October 1952, are proposed to 
¢ . be leased out for cultivation under the East Punjab 


Utilisation of Waste Lands Act after the said date. 
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Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister tell us why the 
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figures of uncultivated land have not been supplied ? 4 


Minister: Since the allotment of land has not been compelted, 


p 
it is not possible to give the required information. | 
Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the hon. Minister give the area of 
uncultivated land out of the total area which has so far been allotted ? : 


Minister: It is not possible to give the information till the 
whole allotment is completed. 


s 
, d 
Shrimati Sita Devi: How much time will be requireñ to find out 
the total uncultivated area ? 
Minister : It will take about three months to collect the neces- 
sary figures. 
CATTLE EXPORTE» FROM HISSAR. 
*387. Dewan Jagdish Chandra: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state the average number of milch cattle exported 
annually in recent years from Hissar District to parts outside the 
State ? 
Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: The information is as follows :— 
Year Number of milch cattle exported 
outside the State. 
1247 14,401 i 
1948 54,834 — 
1949 47,058 
1950 70,659 , 
1951 82,623 


Sardar Shamsher Singh : 


Does this figure relate only to the 
District of Hissar ? 


Minister: Yes. 


Shri Sher Singh : Mav I know as to how the hon. Minister has 
been able to arrive at these figures ? What is the basis on which these 
figures have been collect “and the method adopted for doing so? 
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Minister: Mostly these figures are taken from the record of sales 
done at the cattle fairs which are held in that District. Moreover, the 
Patwaris have been instructed to keep a record regarding the number 


of cattle sent out of this State from their beats. 
Shri Sher Singh: Is it not a fact that it is not necessary that all 


the heads of cattle, sold at a fair, shall be sent out of this State and 
we cannot take these figures as accurate ? 


Minister : Wetake the approximate figure from these records 
leaving some margin and the figures obtained from the Railway for the 
cattle sent out of the State by rail are also Kept in view while arriving 
at these figures, l 


CANALIZATION OF CHOS IN UNA TEHSIL. 


*393. Rai Hari Chand: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleated to state whether the canalization of Chos in Una Tehsil is under 
the consideration of the Government ; if so, the length of time it will 
take for the starting of the work ? : 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: The canalization of chos is in prog- 
ress not only in Una Tehsil but in all the Tehsils of Hoshiarpur District, 
426 miles length of chos has already been trained. The progress of the 
work will depend on the funds which can be made available for this 
work. It is, however, hoped that most of the work will be finished in 


another five years time or so. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Has the survey in Una Tehsil been com- 
pleted for the canalization of Chos in Hoshiarpur District ? 


Minister: Yes. It has been completed once. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: By what time does the Government hope 
to canalize these chos ? 


Minister: The answer to this query has already been given in 
the reply to the main question. 
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PUNJAB VETERINARY COLLEGE, HISSAR. 


*422, Sardar Shamsher Singh: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total number of students in the Panjab Veterinary ‘ 
College, Hissar at present ; 


(b) the total amount of expenditure incurred by the Govern- 
ment during the last year in running this institution ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 
(a) 93 | 


(b) The total expenditure during the last year (1951-52) on 
running the Punjab Veterinary College, Hissar, was 
Rs. 1,41,730. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: May I know whether it isa tact that 
only a small number of students seek admission into the Veterinary 
College of this State because the Government does not pay attractive 
salaries to veterinary doctors ? 


Minister : Possibly it may be one of the re-sons. 


1948 ANIMAL CONTAGEOUS DISEASES ACT. 


*423, Sardar Shamsher Singh: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state the total number of persons so far punished å 
for the violation of the provisions ofthe Punjab Animal Contagious m 
Diseases Act, 1948 ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: The provisions of the Punjab 
Animal Contagious Diseases Act, 1948, have not yet been brought 
into force as the rules to be framed under the Aci have not yet been 
finalised, 


The question of punishing any person for the violation of the 
provisions of this Act does not arise. : 


Shri Benarsi Das Gupta: What is the reason that these rules 
Lave not yet been framed ? 
Minister: The hon. Member may attribute this fact to laziness. 
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LAND OWNERS IN THE STATE. 


*474, Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of land-owners paying Rs. 5 or below as land 
revenue in the State ; 


(b) the number of land-owners paying Rs. 100/- or above as 
land revenue in the State ; 


(c) the number of land-owners who possess more than 5 acres 
of agricultural land in the State ; and 


(d) the number of land-owners who possess more than 100 acres 
of land in the State ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: 
(a) It is regretted that the required information cannot be 
collected during this Session. 
(b) As in item (a) above. 
(c) 1159278 


(d) 11685 


i 


SUPPLY OF JAWAR SEEDS TO THE CULTIVATORS OF AMRITSAR 
DISTT : 


#488, Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Will the, Minister, for Deve- 
lopment be pleased to state :— 


(a) (i) whether any officer was deputed by the State to 
purchase Jawar seed from other States ; if so, when he 
was sent ; 


(ii) the States from which Jawar seed was purchased 
during the year 1951-52 ; 


(iii) the total quantity of Jawar purchased till 31-3-52- 
and the total amount paid on the purchasing~price of 
the Jawar seed till 31-3-52 In each State : 
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[Shrimati Parkash Kaur] 
` (iv) the average cost price of Jawar seed including carriage 
and other expenses per maund till 31-3-52 ; 


(b) whether any quantity of Jawar was sent to Amritsar 
District by the 15th of April, 1952; if so; its quantity 
thereof, if not, the reasons therefor ; 


(c) (i) whether any Jawar was sent upto 15th May, 1952 to 
Amritsar ; if so, its quantity ; 


(ii) the average cost price of Jawar referred to in part (c) 
(i) above in the Amritsar District ; 


(iii) the total demand of Amritsar District ; 


(iv) whether the demand was supplied in full; if not, the 
reasons therefor ; 


(d) the average price charged per maund of Jawar from the 
cultivators of Tehsil Patti of Amritsar District ; 


(e) the steps Government proposes to take in future for the 
supply of Jawar seed in time ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


(a) (i) The Assistant Economic Botanist, Fodder, was deputed 
to purchase Jawar seed from U.P. and he left for 
Kanpur on 20th April, 1952 to purchase seed for Kharif 


1952, 


(ii) For Kharif crop 1951, Jowar seed was purchased from 
U. P., Madhya Bharat, Rajasthan and Bhopal. No 
purchases were made for Kharif 1952 up to 31st March 
1952. 


(iii) & (iv) In view of the reply at (a) (ii) above the ques- 
tion does not arise. 


(b) No Jawar seed was sent to Amritsar District upto 15th 
April 1952 for Kharif 1952, 


The consolidated demand of 1, 68, 720 maunds of the State was 
communicated to Food Department on 7th November 1951, who in turn * 
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approached the Central Government in January, 1952 for allotment of 
Jawar seed to the Punjab State. On 8th April 1952 the Food Depart- 
ment sent a copy of telegram received from U. P. Government stating 
that they can supply seed from Government stock on receipt of full 
cost in advance. After making arrangements for funds etc. the Assis- 
tant Economic Botanist left for U. P. on 20th April 1952. After testing 


the germinations etc.of the seed the despatches started from U. P. 
on 28th April 1952. 


(c) (i) Yes, 4,000 maunds. 
(ii) Rs. 15/10 -per maund. 
(iii) 25,000 maunds. 


(iv) 16438 maunds have been supplied and further des- 
patches for which arrangement had been made, were 
stopped as no Jowar is sown in Amritsar district after 
June. 


(d) Rs. 15/3/64 per maund. 


(e) Steps have already been taken to ascertain the demand of 
each District for sowing Jowar crop in Kharif 1953. On 
receipt thereof the demand for the whole State will be 
submitted to Food Department for arranging the procure- 
ment from within the State or import it from other States 
before March, 1953. 


Shrimatj Parkash Kaur: Will the hon. Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware of the fact that the Jawar seed supplied 
by the Government tothe distributing agencies is comparatively more 
costly than that produced in our own villages and yet inferior ? 


Minister: It is really a matter of great pleasure if the people 
can get seeds of better quality at cheaper rates than the seeds supplied 
by the Government. 


Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Will the hon. Minister be pleased 
to state whether any enquiry was held and action taken against thos 


depot holders who sold seed of inferior quality to that supplied to them 
by the Government at higher rates ? 


Minister: Yes. So far as the question of the distribution of 
inferior quality of seeds is concerned, the Government did receive a 
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Teport alleging that the seed being sold was mixed with a lot of dust, An 
enquiry was conducted into this ‘allegation which revealed that a 
certain depot-holder had gone out and, in his absence, his servant 
indulged in this mal-practice where-upon he was taken to task and 
punished. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Were such complaints received ftom 
many places ? 


Minister: These must have been dealt with if and when they 
were received. 


Sardar Gopal Singh : “Cannot the Government launch a campaign 
to produce a better quality of seed in our own State instead of import- 


ing it from U. P. and other States ? 


Minister: This depends upon the efforts of the zamindars of 
our State. Ifseed of better quality was forthcoming in our own 
State there was no fun in importing it from other States. 


CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW DISTRIBUTARY (RAJBAHA) 
IN DISTRICT GURDASPUR 


*410, Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Irrigation 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether it isa fact that a new distributary (Rajbaha) 
at a distance of about three furlongs from village Khorey 
Bet, Illaqa Dera Baba Nanak, district Gurdaspur, has 
been constructed ; 


(b) whether representations have been received iror the 
inhabitants of the village by the Deputy Commissioner, 
Gurdaspur, complaining that the said distributary has 
divided the village lands into two parts and some villagers 
have to walk three miles or more to reach their lands ; 


(c) whether the Government contemplates taking any action 
en the representation? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh ; 


Tocsz* 
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(a) Yes. Ramdass Minor of Fatehgarh Distributary has been 
constructed, 


° (b) Yes, A representation was received from the villagers 
of Khode Bet for the construction of a bridge in front of 
their village. 


7 (c) No. It is impossible to construct a bridge for every 
village. Bridges are constructed at suitable distance 
á apart. v 


(d) A bridge already exists at a distance of about 4,500 ft. 
from the village. 


REPRESENTATION FROM TH RESIDENTS OF VILLAGE 
MANOUR DEVA 


*411, Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the Minister for Irrigation 
be pleased to state whether he has received a representation from some 
residents of Village Manour Dewa, Tehsil Zira, District Ferozepur, 
regarding the hardship resulting from the closing of Shehrwah Minor 
of Aghawah Canal (Sidhwan Division) ; if so, the action, if any, taken 
by the Government on this representation ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh, No such representation has as yet been 
received, 


It may, however, be stated that the Shehrwah Minor of Aghawah 
` Canal has not been closed. The question of hardship therefore does 
m= not arise. 


š Sardar Chanan Singh: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state what remedy is open tous if the Government does not care 
to reply to such representations ? 


ED serra SES 


° SUPPLY OF ELECTRIICTY IN THANESAR TEHSIL 


ô *472 Shti Benarsi «ass Gupta: Will the Minister for Irrigation 
be pleased to state : — 


>. > (a) whether it is a fact that no electric connections for the 


a supply of power for tub? wells have been ‘given to the 


0 
Orig in PI with; 
Punjp Vidhan Sabha 
D igi tae 
Panjqb Digital Library 


(13) 26 Punjab Legislative Assembly [4th July, 1952 


[Shri Banarsi Das Gupta] 
agriculturists adjoining Thanesar in spite of their repeated 
demands for the same, if so, the reason therefor 3 


(b) the time the Government will take to supply power 
connections for such tube wells ; 


(č) the date by which the Government will supply electric 
connections to the public in the town of Thanesar ; 


(d) the rate at which the power will te supplied to 
Agriculturists and others and ; 


fe) whether there is any scheme under consideration of 
Government relating to the power line being extended 
to Pehowa, Ladwa, Shahabad ; if so, the time likely to 
be taken for its completion ? 


Chaudhri Lahr; Singh : 


(a) Yes financial justification in respect of the electrification 


of the tube wells adjoining Thanesar is under examination. 


| (b) If these works are found to be financially justified, it will 
take 3 to 4 month to supply power to the tube well 
adjoining Thanesar. zoa 


(c) As per items éa) and {b) above. 


(d) As -/2/- net per unit has been fixed for suppiv of Thermal 
Power for tubewell irrigation, no other rates have yet 
been fixed. 


(e) Yes. Pehowa-from our existing thermal power by the 
end of 1957. 


Ladwa and Shahabad, if any thermal power is spare, by 
March or April, 1953 otherwise these towns will be 
electrified when Nangal Hydel power becomes available 
in early 1954, i 


Shri Prabodh Chandara : Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state whether any restrictions have been improved on the obtaining 
of electric connections ? 


Minister: I require notice. 
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SMALL SCALE BICYCLE PARTS MANUFACTURES IN THE STATE 


= *365, Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the Minister for Finance 
be pleased to state : — 


(a) the number of small scale bicyle parts manufacturers in 
the State and the number of persons dependent on these 
: industries ; 


(b) the names of the various cycle parts being manufactured, 
their quality and the amount in which they are being 
produced ; 


(c) the number of manufacturers who are getting iron and steel 
quota and the total quantity of steel being alloted 
annually for the industry and ; 


(d) the number of manufacturers who have been granted 
loans under the Punjab State Aid to Industries Act, the 
amount given as loan and the amount of any other 
financial assistance given ; 


(e) the kind of technical aid, facilities of marketing and any 
other measures adopted by the Government to propagate 
the cause of the industry ; and 


(f) the number of small scale bicycle parts manufacturing 
factories and the number of persons employed in them 


in the years 1948-19, 1950-51, 1951-52 ? 
r Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) The number of concerns engaged in bicycle-parts making 
” industry at the close of 15! stood at 241 while the 
number of workers was 2180. Taking the number of 
dependents on each worker, on an average, to be three, 
tha total number of persons dependent on this industry 
will come to 6540. 


° (b) The names of various cycle-parts manufactured in the 


| mend n e 
State are given below : 
@ 
i forks, Carriers, stands, bumperas, forks, colums, pedals, 
| . pedal axles, pedal plates, pedal bars, B. B. cups, B. B. 
® 
bottom axlss, hub cones, hub axles, handles, handle 
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belts, frame cup, cotter pins, brakes, brake clips 
brake shoes, seat pillars, freewheel pawls, pump ` 
nozzles, pump clips, nipple keys, spanners (13 holes}, ball 
racers (screwed), ball clips, springs of all kinds, saddles 
release, ball racer set of 3, saddles Dunlop pattern, lamp 
brakets, chain cases, bells, cycle grips, hub cups cranks, 
central axies, gear cases, B. B. rings. 


The quality of goods manufactured is fairly good. The production 
of goods is estimated to be worth Rs. one crore per annum, 


(c) The number of manufacturers who are in receipt of iron 
and steel quota, at present, stands at 88. The total 
quantity of steel allotted annually is 804 tons, 


(d) Loans to the extent of Rs, 2,505/- were granted under 
the Punjab State Aid to Industries Act in two cases, 
while a sum of Rs. 3,500/- was given in the form of 


subsidy in two other cases to cycle-parts manufacturers 
in the State. 


(e) Besides financial aid as mentioned under (d) above, the 
Government contemplates to have a scheme for rendering 
technical advice to cycle-parts manufacturers by employ- 
ing foreign technicians. In order that the industry may 
have the fullest opportunity of selling its goods in the 
home market, protective duty of 60 per cent on British 
and 70 per cents on Non-British goods has been levied. 
The import of foreign cycle-parts is also being regulated 
on a restricted quota basis. 


(f) The requisite information regarding number of small scale 
bicycle-parts manufacturing factories as also the number 
of persons employed therein, as far as available, is given 


below: 

Year No. of factories. | No. of workers. 
1948-45 49 Not available. 
1949-50 179 700 
1950-51 220 Not available. 
195 1-52 241 i 2180 
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Sardar Nidhan Singh: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state if, with a view to stimulatiag local enterprise in this industry, 
any restrictions have been imposed on the industrialists of other 


States who wish to set up this industry in the Punjab? 
Mi..ister. No special restrictions have been imposed on outsiders 


but local enterprise is certainly encourged. 


Shri Prabodh Chandera: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state if he has received any representation to the etfect that the 
requisite quantity of steel for the industry was not forthcoming? 


Minister. Yess, the Government did receive such a 1epresenta- 
tion. But since this matter is the direct concern of the Government 
of India, it was forwarded to it for necessary action. I may however, 
tell the hon. Member that I myself had an interview with the 
Central Minister for Industries and Commerce and discussed this 


matter with him. Earnest Efforts are being made to make available 
the requisite quantity of steel for the purpose. 


SALES TAX RULES IN THE STATE 


*368 Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for labour be 
pleased to state whether a deputation of the prominent nembers of 
the Punjab Beopar Mandal saw him and the Chief Minister, in connec- 
tion with the revision of the sales tax rules; if so, with what result? 


Chaudhri Sunder Siagh: 
First part | Yes. 


Second part Demands made by the deputation are 
receiving the attention of Government. 
Shrimati Sita Devi: Wilh the hon. Minister please tell us as to 
when will the Government arrive at a final decision. in the matter? 


Minister: Very soon. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: May I know if the Government proposes to 
take necessary steps in the matter during the current Session? 


Minister: Efforts will be made to do so. 
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TRANSFER OF ALLOTTED LAND? 


487° Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to State :—- 


(a) whether any displiced person is authorised to transfer the 
whole or part of the lands allotted to him under the quasi- 
permanent allotment ; 


(b) the total area fixed for being taken away from the displaced 
persons seeking allottment in tbe garden colony area at 
town Patti, District Amritsar. 


(c) whether any person has been allotted any area in the garden 
colony referred to in part (b) above, who was entitled to 
less than the prescribed area and to make up whose 

deficiency, his brother was asked to transfer a certain part 
of his evacuee land, if so, the name of the allottee concerned. 


_ d 


(i) the area he was entitled to ; 


(ii) the area taken from his brother or any other relation 
to make up the deficiency ; 


(d) the action proposed to be taken by the Government in the 
matter ? 


Sardar Ujjal S'ngh : 


(a) No. But in the case of garden colonies it is permissible for 
a son, who owns no landin his own name, to offer his 
father’s land in lieu of the garden colony unit allotted to 
him. It is also permissible for an allottee of a garden 

| colony unit, if the area of land allotted to bim is not 

j enough to cover the total value of the garden unit, to 

offer land of his relatives to make up the deficiency. 


b; standard acres an nits for a tull unit garden colon 
(b) 26 dard d7 Units f tull unit gard lony 
site ; 
éc) Yes. (A). Sardar Karam Singh 5/o Shri Vir Singh. 
Se 4 Full unit, 
(B). Lieut. Bhagwan Singh S/o Hira Singh: 
Half unit. 


(i) (A). 25 standard acres and 4 Units. 
(By. Nil. 
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Qi) (A). Brother Shri Manjit Singh. I, S. A. 
>» 3 Units, 


. (B). Father Shri Hira Singh 13 S. A. 
34 Units. 


(d) In view of the answer to part (a) above, no action is 
called for. 


mnr eee eens oven 
SEWAGE SCHEME OF PALWAL. 
#305. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister for Local 
Government be pleased to State :— 
(a) whether it is a fact that the Government surveyed the 
Municipal limits of Palwal Town recently in connection 
with the sewage scheme ; . 
(b) when the scheme is likely to be carried out ? 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : : 
(a) No. 
(b) Does not arise, 
GRANT-IN-AID TO THE DISTRICT BOARD FROM THE COMMUNICA- 
A TION BOARD, PUNJAB. 
Baer N 
*306. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister for Public 
. Works be pleased to state : 
(a) the aid given tothe District Boards of Rohtak, Hissar 
. and Gurgaon fọr purposes of Buildings, Roads and Educa- 
tion during the year 1949-50, 1950-51 and 1951-52, 
5 (b) whether it is a fact that there is a disparity in the amount 
piss allotted to each of the District - Boards, if sọ, the reasons 
a ~- therefor ? 
Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa : 
PE (a) Grant paid for Road Works during:— 
3 
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1949-50 1950-31 1951-52. 
Rohtak. 81,479 89,803 46,441 
Hissar. 36,291 34 060 26,761 
Gurgacn. 82,899 17,126 28,891 


(b) The grants are given according to certain set principles and 
there isno disparity in the amounts allotted to different 
District Boards. 


Shri Mool Chand Jain: Will the. hon, Minister be pleased to 
state the reasons why the grants were gradually reduced every year ¢ 


Minister: The amout of a grant is determined according to the 
urgency of the demand and the availability of funds foreach district. 


Shri Dharm Vir Vasisht: Is it sanctioned on the recommenda- 
tions of the District Boards ? 


Minister : All the factors are taken into consideration. Final 
decision, however, rests with the Government, 


Ere en 


RATION D‘POTS IN LUDHIANA CITY. 


*356. Sardar Gopal Singh: Will the Minister for Local Govern- 
ment be pleased to state the total number of Ration Depots operating 
at present in Ludhiana City along with the number of such depots 
allotted to the members of the Scheduled Castes. 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : 


Sixty Seven depots ‘Two of them are held by members of the 
Scheduled Castes. 


Sardar Gopal Singh. May I know the basis on which the nur ber 
of ration depot for the Scheduled castes is fixed? Is it fixed on 
any percentage or does it represent the remainder from the share 


' allotted to Congress men ? 


Minister. No such percentage is fixed but the conditions can be 
relaxed in the case of Harijans. 


€ 
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RESERVATION OF SE\TS FOR SCHEDULED CASTES IN LOCAL 
BODIES IN THE STATE, 


i * 473, Shri Bonarsi Dass Gupta: Will the Minister for Local 
Government be pleased to state the names of the Municipal 
a Committees, Town Committees and District Boards in the State i 


where seats for Scheduled Castes have not been reserved ? 


- l Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : 
» 1. The list is given below. 
b 2. Seats have been reserved for the Scheduled Castes on all 


Local Bodies in proportion to their population in the local areas 
concerned, a$ in the case of the State Legislative Assembly for a 
period of 10 years. On the basis of their population figures, the 
Scheduled Castes were not entitled this time to any reserved seats 
on the local bodies in the list. 


Statement showing the names of Local Bodies where no seats haye been 


reserved for the Scheduled Castes. 


| | 
| 


Name of Municipal Committees. | Town Committees. | District Boards. 
District. 
I 2 E 3 4 
Hoshiarpur — Una. — 
Ferozepore. Zira Bucho Mandi 
Jalalabad 
Guru Har Sahai 
< Kangra. Dharamsala. Kangra — 
g Palampur 
Amritsar. Kbem Karan. — — 
° Ambala. — Buriar | a — 
Rohtak. — Gohana. — 
~ Karnal. Thanesar — | — 
Gurgaon. Balbgarh. Hailey Mandi. ` — 
Geter: 


Note :== The question of reservation of seats for the Scheduled Castes ‘on whe 
z following Local Bodies is pending as their constitution has not 
yet been fixed :— 


|o e. > (1) Municipal Committees :— Karnal, Kaithaland Jagadhri. 
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[Minister for Local Government] 


(2) Town Committees :— Urmar Tanda, Banga and Tankanwali, 


Shri Benarsj Dass Gupta: Will the Minister for Local Government 
be pleased to state if any seat has been reserved for Harijans in the 
Ladwa Town, where there population is sufficient ? 


Minister. The seats are reserved on the basis of population and 
if the population is too small to justify the reservation of even a 
single seat, no seat is reserved. 


Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta. But is there any seat reserved at 
Ladwa ? 


Minister. I don’t think so. I want notice. 


Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta. May I know the names of the towns 
where such seats are reserved ? 


Minister. I want notice. 


Sardar Gopal Singh. How much population is required to reserve 
one seat for Harijans ? 


a 


Minster, I can not say off hand. 


CONRTIBUTION TO WOMEN MEDICAL COLLEGE, LUDHIANA 


+320 Shri Ram Kishan: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether the Government has decided to give any 
financial aid to the Women’s Christian Medical College, Ludhiana 
for raising its standard to a Ist rade College; if so, on what 
conditions? | 


Shri Jagat Narain: A grant-in-aid of Rs. one lakh was given to 
the management of the Women’s Chirstian Medical College, Ludhiana, 
during the year 1951-52 for upgrading the institution to the M. B. B. S» 
standard. The question of grant of further financia! assistance to 
this institution for this purpose and the conditions to be imposed 
on the management of the institution in this connection are under 


consideration of the State Government. 


Shri Sher Sirgh: Has the grant been increased by the 
Government ? | 


ana aad 
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Minister for Education: Not so far. 
Shri Sher Singh: When does the Government propose to do so? 


Minister: Very soon. 


o 


: UN STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
GRANT OF FIRE-ARMS LICENCES TO HARIJANS IN THE STATE 


102, Sardar Khem Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 


to state :— 


Bar 
(a) the number of applications received from the Harijans 
for the licences of fire arms since August, 1947 district 
wise in the State; 
(b) the number of licences sanctioned; 
(c) the number of rejections and the reasons thereof in 
each case? 
SHRI BHIM SEN SACHAR: 
(a) Amritsar — 4 
Jullundur — 70 
Gurdaspur — 5 
Ludhiana — 16 
Kangra — 21 
Ferozepur = 5 
. Hoshiarpur — 35 
— Ambala — 16 
Karnal — 134 
j Hissar — 242 
Gurgaon —- 26 
Rohtak — 100 
i Simla — 7 
: (b) Amritsar — 4 
jJullundur — 24 
gi : Gurdaspur — 1 
° 7 Ludhiana — 9 
Kangra — 14 
e = Ferozepur — 4 
s 
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(Chief Minister] 
Hoshiarpur— 18 
Ambala — 38 
Karnal — 21 


Hissar — 128 

Gurgaon — 5 

Rohtak — 20 

Simla -— 3 

(c) Amritsar — Nil. 

Jullundur — 6. applications were rejected as they were 
not considered fit to be granted arms 
licences —40 applications are under 
consideration, 

Gurdaspur — 4. The applicants were not supported 
by the Police. 

Ludhiana — 7. The applicants were not considered 


desirable to hold weapons. 


Kangra — 7, The applications were considered unfit 
to handle arms 


Ferozepur — 1. The application was rejected on 
medical grounds. . 
Hoshiarpur — 17. The applicants were not recommended 


by the Police as deserving and desirable 
for the grant of arms licences. 


Ambala —8. The applications were not recommended 
by the Police. 


Karnal — 97. Applications were rejected as the 
Police had not recommended and 16 


are pending for Police enquiries. 


Hissar — 114. Applications were rejected as these 
were not recommended by Police. 


Gurgaon — 21, ThePolice did not recommend the 
applicants as deserving cases. _ 
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Rohtak — 78 The applicants were not recommended 
; by Police. 
s 
Simla — 4 The applicants were not recommended 
Ji by the Police. 
i COMPENSATION FOR LANDS REQUISITIONED BY THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT. 
= 103. Shri Babu Dyal: Will the Minister for Finance be pleased 
to state whether any compensation for requisitioned land for 
rehabilitation of refugees has been disbursed in the State; if so, a 
district wise list of the rates of compensation per bigha in every 
district be laid on the Table. 
Sardar Ujjal Singh: A statement giving the required information 
Telating to the land acquired for urban rehabilitation purposes for 
New Townships, Cheap Housing Colonies and Industrial Areas in 
each District is placed below. 
; 
= 
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[Sardar Ujjal Singh) 


Name of Town- 
ship,Cheap Hous- 
ing Colony for 
which land has 
been acquired, 


Distrit 


3 


Gurgaon and 


Gurgaon 
Palwa! 


R iii 


| 
| 


(includ ng 
Industrial Area). 


Pathankot and 


Gurdaspur 
Batala 


Jullundur Jul'uneur 


Ludhiana and 
hanna (inciud- 
ing Industriaj 

Area, Ludhiana) 


Ludhiana 


Hissar Hissar 


Punjab Legislative Assembly 


Rate of 
Compensation. 


Evacuees area has 
been given in 
exchange in lieu 
of the land 
acquired. 


Rs. 100G/- pei 
acre 


Chahi. 
Rs. 1880/9/6 
Barani 

Rs. 1015/9/. 
per acre. 


Non-évacuee 
owners are to be 
compensated in 
kind from out of 
the evacuee land 
reserved for the 
purpose. 


Nehri, Rs. 83/8/6 
per bigha 


Tal, Rs. §2/1/3 


per bigha 
Banjar and 
Ghair Mum kin 
Rs. 36/7/3 


(4th July, 1952 


Remarks. 


! Rs. 1,5 7,533 had been placed at 
the disposal of Deputy Com- 
missioner Gurgaon, for giving 
Compensation, almostail the 
amount has been disbursed. 


Out of Rs. 660796/14/3 placed 
at the disposal of Deputy 
Commissioner, Jullundur.. 

Rs. 1799538/13/- have been paid. 
Action for the disbursement of 
the balance amount is being 


taken, 


Compensation is still to be paid 
Total amouat so far assessed is as 

under, Evacuee Non Bvacuee 
Pathankot 35722 152356 
Batala 13096 Nil. 


In most of the cases the compen- 
sation in kind has been given, 


Compensation to pon-evacute, 
paid in kind in most cases. 


Fe ae 
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Karnal | Panipat, Rs. 125/- per Compensation for the evacuee 
2 i (industrial Town-| bigha. land only acquired fər Indust- 
D. ship only). riat Township at Pampat has 
been paid in the District. 


Compe: sation for the Land 
acquired for other purposes 
is still to be paid. 


Rohtak Rohtak — Rs. 908/- peracre| Rs. 29752/9/6 have been 
(Township) flat rate. placed at the disposal of D.C 
. Rohtak Rohtak for giving compensa- 
tion for the Jand acquired for 
(Cheap Housing | Nahri. New Township, Cheap 
» ; -| Colony). Rs. *92/12/0 and | Housing Colony and :ndust- 
p Barani Rs, 835 /- | trial Areas. 
banse per acre, 
In some cases compensation 


has been paid in cash while 
in others it has been done in 
kind. 


Sonepat. Rs. 748 per acre 
Township and flat rate at 
(Industrial Area) | Sonepat 
Cheap Housing | Nahri Rs. &800/; 
Scheme, - | Barani Rs, 667/-, 
Bhud Rs. 400/- 
Banjar, Rs. 300/- 
| Ghair Mumkin 
l Rs. 250/ per acte 
| at Khanpur, 


Bahadurgarh Bahadurgarh 
(Industrial area) | Rs. 464/ per acre 
Saukhul Rs. 320/- 


per acie. 


Rs. 2166/- per | Rs. 227318/- have been placed 


Hoshiarpur! Hoshiarpur 
j at the dispusal of Deputy 


acre. 
Commissioner, Hoshiarpur 
for giving compensation for 
the land acquired for town- 
ship. 
4 4 
y 
i Ambala Am“ala. Rs, 1190/- per Funds amounting to 
1. Township acre, Rs. 923340/1)/- have been 
placed at the disposal of 


D. C. Ambala for giving 
compensation for the land 
acquired for different purposes 
in the Distiict. 


Tn this case also compensation 


2. Cheap Housing] Rs. 1750/- per 
has been paid either in cash 


Colony. acre 
| or in kind, 
@ 
Jagadhari Govindpur 
= Township. Rs. 900/- per acres 
è Abdullapur 
Rs. 1500/ per acres 
and Mdun- 
damajra. 
ee SEEE E E eee ee 
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ae OR A ET ETE 


1 
Cheaphcusirg Rs. 1157—/per | 
Colony acre, : 
ou ~ l Industtial area | 
Vi lage Barani Banjar Ghair Munkin 

Mewaa vajra 1420 15007- 1000 
Abdullapur 1500 110)/- 700 
Mumimda 1°00 700]- 500 


Chand; ur 500 375 250 


Note:— Payment of compensation in all the above mentioned cases is in progress. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT 
Agriceuture 


Mr, Speaker: Hon. Members, now that the question hour is 
ever, we have to take up the next item on the agenda ie. the demand 
relating to Agriculture. To facilitate my job both the Ministerial ard 
opposition groups have given the names of the Members of their 


respective parties who intend to speak to-day. So the Members need 
not take the trouble of standing time and again. I shall myself call 
upon the Members to speak. The other thing I want to tell you 1s 
that the cut motions should be moved according to the previous 
practice. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh (Ludhiana Sadr) (Punjabi): Sir, I want 


to bring to your notice that our Government is doing nothing construc- 
tive to raise the Punjab from its present position. Instead the 
Government is miking it weaker. what the Government ought to have 
done was that they should have infused new life in the Administrative 
machinery, but they are doing things in a very haphazard way. If 


really our Government intended to uplift the starving millions of this 
State they would not have spent the public money amounting to 
Rs 2/3/4 crores so extravagantly on Police. They could easily curtail 
expenditure on this item. Most of the public money goes into the 
pockets of big officers as their salaries. The whole burden of these 
fat salaries falls on the poor peasants. Asa matter of fact the Gover- 
ment is meting out step motherly treatment to this down trodden 
class of society. We an alleviate much of their distress by formine 
credit Finance corporation as has been done for industry by establish- 
ing an Industrial corporation with 2 crores.of rupees We should give 
them subsidies for wells, pamps, agricultural implements and seeds. The 


ae 
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Government should have ear-marked at least four crore rupees for 
improving the hard lot of these backward people instead of 58 
lakhs, 3/4 of which will go into the pockets of departmental officers, 
Our Government takes shelter behind hackneyed excuses of financial 
stringency or paucity of funds. 1 have not the least hesitation in 
saying that if the Government had a mind to help the common man 
they could easily do away with the Public Relations Department. 
Grow More Food department is also a white elephant. The officers of 
this department go to the villages and instead of encouraging the 
villages they threaten them that if they do not increase their produce 
their land revenue would be increased. Money is being uselessly 
spent on the Chandigarh Project, which work could be easily postponed 
for some years and thus we could spend our energy and money on 
Bhakra Project and accelerate that work. 


Sardar Partap Singh: Most of the money for Chandigarh is 
coming from the Central Government. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh: Then the Central Government should 
allow the same money for the benefit of the down trodden ruralities. 
No doubt police is essential for the maintenance of peace and security 
in the State but my contention is that if we solve the problems of food 
and clothing, there shall be no crime in the State. 


Then, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the House to the top 
heavy expenditure on big officers. The Government puts forth the 
excuse that they have entered into contract with them. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: Where is the need of entering into a 
contract with a thief ? 

Sardar Shamsher Singh: Our Government is honouring its con- 
tract with high salaried officers but have forgotten all promises with 
the common man. Our Ministers promised to reduce the Abiana and 
provide other amenities of life. All those promises are now forgotten. 


Sardar Partsp Singh : First we shall dispossess you of your lands. 


Sardar Shamsher Singh : Nobody can deprive us of our lands. 
Our land will remain in our ownership. Then Sir, Agricultural education 
should be made compulsory in our institutions As the people do not 
take much interest in agriculture, we should impart education in this 
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[Sardar Shamsher Singh] 
Then, Sir, I would ask the Government to set up garden colonies. 


Poultry has been completely neglected. Land consolidation has made no 
progress at all and the peasants are put to a great hardship. 


Doors of services have been closed on the ruralites, on the plea 
that no reservations are allowed for any class in our Constitution. Open 
competition is the way to get a job. Sir, when the Government have 
not provided equal educational facilities in the rural areas as they have 
come in the cities. These competitions are a device for enabling the 
urbanites to monopolise the services, It is like giving one man a good 
rifle and other kits and allowing others to remain naked and asking 
them to fight. If our Government has closed the doors of services on 
the ruralies, it should have been kind enough to spend4 crores of 
rupees to improve the lot of the agriculturists. 


Mr. Speaker: Asthe House is to adjourn at 2 p. m. today 
and an hour and a half will be taken‘up by the hon. Minister for 
Development aad for the putting of motions to vote, I request 
the hon. Members to confine themselves to the subject under discussion. 
There are many hon. Members who wish to take part in the discussion. 
The general tendency is that every one thinks himself a specialist and 
wants more time. It is not possible for me to satisfy all when the 
time at our disposal is so short. So I would request the hon. Members 
to be brief in their speech. 


Sardar Dalbir Singh Gohar (Fatehabad) (Hindi): Sir. before 
giving expression to my views, I wish to thank you for giving me an 
opportunity to speak. Although I do not claim to be a specialist on 
this subject yet I consider it mv duty to lay before the House my 
views regarding the conditions in which our people are living. In 
1947 when the country was partitioned, the tenants were also divided 
into two categories. On the one side there are tenants of those landlords 
who are residents of East Punjab while on the other there are those 
who worked on evacuee lands. I wish to bring to the notice of this 
august House that the condition of those tenants who worked on 


evacuee lands is far from satisfactory. Most of them are in a miserable 


plight. There have been cases of their ejectment. In this connection | 


my submission is that our State should recognise the worth of all 
individuals whatever thier mental calibre may be, and provide 
suitable work for them. Those who were forcibly ejected should 
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be given lands for cultivation. 


In our illaqga there is enough land lying fallow. 
Insome of the villages vast areas are lying uncultivated, 


and it is just possible that by the passage of time jungles may grow 
upon them. Soin the interests of the Grow More Food Campaign, 


I would advise the Government to settle such ejected tenants on these 


lands. 


Sir, [ would like to tell the House that in the villages there are 
many people who know the work of agriculture but who are unable 
to do any service to the cause of Grow More Food simply because 
they have been deprived of lands and other facilities connected with 
it. It is my considered opinion that such persons who can cultivate 
lands should be provided with full facilities, sothat they may be ina 
position to help the country increasing the production of food grains 
and to help themselves and their families. This step will accelerate 
the Grow More Food Campaign, more than any amount of publicity 


and drum beating. 


Another thing which I wish to state in connection with Agricul- 
ture is with regard to tractor cultivation. Generally, the tendency 
among the people who own tractors is that more and more area should 
be brought under tractor cultivation, They should not have such 
attitude because by doing so they displace people from the lands they 
cultivate. What they should do is that they should do intensive 


cultivation with the help of tractors. 


As regards pumping sets, I would like to draw the attention of 
the Government to such areas where irrigation by canals is not possible 
or is difficult. In this connection the people of Fatehbad will feel 
obliged if the Government take the claims of that tehsil into considera- 
tion in the matter of installing pumping sets. There is enough water 
under the soil in that area and there the pumping sets will be 


successful. 
Sardar Hari Singh (Dasuya) (Punjabi): Sir, every body knows 


that our country, specially our State of Punjab, depends mainly on 
agriculture. Therefore so long as the problem of tenants and Zamin- 


. dars is not solved satisfactorily, no progress in t be sphere of agriculture 
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[Sardar Hari Singh] 

is possible. Efforts are needed on the part of the Government to check 
the diseases that ruin most of the crops of our poor peasants. For 
instance, cotton and sugar cane are often ruined by various diseases 
and pests. The question of supplying seeds to the farmers at the 
time of sowing is als) an important one and deserves our attention. 
What is the use of supplying seeds at a time when there is no necessity 
for them. We have also to consider that at some places the prices of 
seeds are very high and it is often difficult for the poor villagers to 
buy them at such high rates. For example, in Hoshiarpur District 
some of the seeds are soid at four seers for a rupee. This price is 
prohibitive. Another problem is that of water for irrigation purposes. 
At places like Hoshiarpur where canal irrigation is not possible 
pumping sets should be installed and immediate steps should be taken 
to consolidate the holdings in that Iiaqa. The supply of manure 
should be increased by setting up a factory at Jullundur where already 


machine is lying idle. The bones for the purpose can be had there in 


abundance. 


Another thing towards which I wish to draw the attention of 
the Government is that unless some satisfactory solution of the tenancy 
problem is found, the production of food grains cannot increase. At 


present the relations between the landlords and the tenants are highly 


strained and sometimes murders are even committed. 


I was glad to hear the hon. Development Minister say that all 
the chos in District Hoshiarpur would be controlled within five years. 
We will be satisfied if this work is completed even in five and a half 
or six years instead of five but in order to raise hope in our minds at 
least one or two chos should be controlled within the current year. 


Some hon. Members referred to the necessity of gardens. I 
agree that there should be good gardens in every state butin this 
connection | would like to point out the irregularities which are being 


committed by the Forest Department. Provisions of Sections 38 


and 45 of the Forest Act are causing great hardship to the people. 


The gardens should be away from the towns, so that the people living 


there may not have to suffer on account of the application of these 


sections of the Forest Act. 
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Sardar Mukhtiar Singh (Moga-Dharmkot) (Punjabi) : Sir, the 
Punjab occupies the most important place in the whole of India, in 
respect of agriculture. I was glad to know that the Government 
wanted to improve the condition of the tenants but uptil now they 
are being unfairly treated. The policy of divide and rule, which was 
adopted by the British Government for ruling over this country, is 
being followed with regard to the tenants. The Government says 
that it would make them the owners of land but I find that they 
are being ejected by the land-lords. The sowing season has comm enced 
but the tenants are sitting idle at their homes ənd being unable to 
make their both ends meet, they are disposing of their cattle. 
So long as the tillers are not made the owners of land, there can be no 
improvement in the production of foodgrains in the State. 


Then, Sir, I wish to say a few words about the work done in 
connection with the consolidation of holdings. It is being done in 
such a manner that no land is being left even for the cremation of 
the dead. The Government should instruct its officials to set apart 
some land for that purpose. 


As regards the Department of Agriculture, when the Direotor 
went to Ludhiana, he was shown a ‘gowara’ field. He said that 
the crop was very good but the cotton plants should have been 
sown in rows. The cultivators had to tell him that it was gowara 
and not cotton. What useful work can a department do, whose 
Director could not distinguish between cotton and gowara? Some- 
time later, a deputation representing the cultivators met the hon. 
Minister for Agriculture. They enquired from him as to what the 
Government was doing for the benefit of the cultivators. He replied 
that he understood everything very well. When they asked him 
when the moong crop was sown, he enquired from them whether 
they wanted to know about the split or the unsplit moong. 


Minister for Finance : Where did the hon, Member read this 
story ? 


Sardar Mukhtiar Singh: Then they met the Chief Minister 
and told him about the reply which they got from the Minister. He 
asked them whether they wanted to know about the husked or the 
unhusked moong. When this is the state of affairs, what good can 
we expect from the Agriculture Department ? I shall request the 
Government to pay special attention to improving the lot of tenauts. 
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[Sardar Mukhtiar Singh] 


Their ejectment should be immediately stopped. A large number 
of ejected tenants expect the Government to ‘come to their aid. ý 
Some law should be immediately passed to help them. 


When taccavi loans were advanced to the cultivators for digging | - 
wells, they were told that only half the amount would be recovered 
and the other half would be remitted. In spite of that promise, the 
Government is trying to recover the total amount of Rs. 1,750 along 
with interest. Warrants of attachment have been issued in some 
cases. The hon. Minister should instruct the department concerned $ 
to recover only half the amount of taccavi loans. The Government 
should not only make the tenants the owners of land, but it should 
extend the same help to urban tenants also. The tenants of hoses 
and shops in urban areas should be declared owners of property 
which they have been occupying for a certain number of years. 


Shri Mo.] Chand Jain (Sambhalka) (Hindi) : Sir, I have care- 
fully listened to the speeches delivered by the members of the 
Opposition. While some of them made coustructive and usetul 
suggestions, the criticism offered by others was very surprising. In 
1947, when India became free and the Punjab was partitioned, this 
State was deficit in food grains. We should take pride in 
the fact that within four or five years, we have become 
surplus in that respect. It pained me to notice vhat this 
important fact had been completely ignored by some of the hon. 
Members. I do not means to say that the Agriculture Department 
did all that it could do or should have done. Keeping this thing in 
view, I want to offer a few suggestions for improving the working 
of this Department. -> 


A very meagre amount was provided for crop competitions in the 
Budget for the last year and the provision this year is also very ` 
small. Ifa larger sum is provided for this work and more money is 
given in the form of prizes to those who are adjudged the best 
cultivators in the crop competitions, it would lead to better results 
The farmers will pay greater attention to producing more. Compe- 
titions serve as an incentive and produce a healthy spirit among the - 
cultivators. If more money is spent oa crop competitions, the a 
production of foodgrains in the State will increase. 


Now I have to say something with regard to the enforcement of the 
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provisions of the Punjab Utilisation of Waste Lands Act This 
Act was passed with a view to bring under cultivation six 
lakh acres of waste land especially those in Karnal district. The 
manner in which the powers vested in the officers under this Act are 
being exercised is resulting in a great hardship which is very regrett- 
able indeed. Fairness and justice demanded that these lands after 
reclamation should have been given for cultivation to the land- 
hungry people, landless tenants who have been thrown out of work as 


a result of the allotment of evacuee land to the refugees. Very 
little of the waste land so far rectaimed-hardly two per cent of it - has 


been given to the tenants of the former Muslim landlords. Such is the 
unsympathetic attitude of the officers concerned. I, therefore 
strongly urge that this Act be suitably amended so that the waste land 
that is reclaimed in a particular village is first offered to landless 
people living there and those small zamindars who have small 
holdings of 2 to 4 bighas, so that they may be enabled to eke out a 
living for themselves. Only after the needs of the residents of 
the village have been met and if any more land is left, it may be 
allotted to others. | | 


Another suggestion that I have to offer is with regard to the 
work of consolidation of holdings. In tehsil Thanesar where this 
work has been started, the work of allotment of parcha nos. is being 
delayed. I am afraid this delay will adversely affect the cultivation 
of Kharif crops. ‘The Settlement Officer incharge of consolidation 
work may be directed to expedite the matter. 


Then I want to stress once again the necessity of promoting 
agricultural education in this State. At present it is not receiving 
the attention it deserves. In this connection I propose the establish- 
ment of a Rural University. The waste lands in Karnal may well be 
utilised for this purpose, The Government should advance some 
money in the form of loan to facilitate the opening of this University 
which can, in my opinioa, urn out every year a batch of one hundred 
workers trained in the most modern methods of agricultural improve- 
ment. 


_A few words with regard to the announcement of the Government 
to give training in tractor driving to 40 persons in Karnal district and 
I have done. 75% of the candidates to be admitted to this class are. to 
be displaced persons and each of them is to be granted a scholarship 
of Re.30/- per mensem, while the rest of the candidates will have to pay 
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a fee of Rs'10/- per mensem. Now, Sir, my submission is that 
5 years after the partition, such discrimination between displaced and 
non-displaced persons is unjustified and more soina district where 
70% of of the population is of the former category. 


Rai Raghuvir Singh (Seraj) (Hindi) : Sir, I propose to dwell today 
on the acts of omission and commission of the Agriculture Department 
so far as my ilaqa i. e. Kulu Sub-Division is concerned. Side by side 
with it I intend giving some suggestions for the proper utilisation of hilly 
lands which are more subject to natural calamities than the lands in 
the plains. I want to make it clear at the very outset that the 
potentalities of this ilaqa are such that given the proper attention it 
can be converted into the Switzerland of India-the pride of the 
country. But it is a pity that land in the ilaqa is not being put to 
the best possible use. In this connection I deplore the decision not 
to choose it for starting a Community Project, because by not doing 


so we have done incalculable harm to ourselves. Circumstanced as 


this ilaqa is, modern agricultural machines such as tractors, etc, cannot 
be of any use toit. The only machines that can be of help for farming 
purposes in this ilaqa are the thrashing and winnowing machines, 
The real problem that agriculture faces here is the fear of natural 
calamities such as sudden torrential rains washing away the crops and 
effacing the outcome of the sweating labour of the peasants in a few 
minutes. Then there is the calamity in the form of hail-storms which 
often reduce the almost ripe crops to nothing, confronting the poor 
villagers with the problem of how to make two ends meet. Therefore, 
Sir, with all the emphasis at my command [ would suggest that lands 
in this ilaqa like those in Sardina and Corsica islands should be 
utilised for growing fruits such as chestnuts for which purpose they 
are admirably suited since these fruit trees can withstand the onslaughts 
of rain and hal. Thanks to the climatic suitability, such fruits can 
be grown here in such abundance as to solve the problems of food of 
the poor people inhabiting it. These can serve as a substituie for food 
and help remove the general shortage of food in the country. 


It is true that the Forest Department is doing all it can to tackle 
the problem of erosion in this ilaqa with the help of the most modern 
scientific devices. But, I regret to point out that it is resulting in 
unnecessary hardship for the poor people living there. They have 
been ousted forcibly from their pastures where their cattle 
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used to graze. They are now in a fix as to where from they 

should obtain grass for their cattle. My submission is that whatever 
ii the Government does for the benefit of the people, it should in no 
case alienate the sympathies of the people or antagonize them for 
nothing. Their cooperation and good-will shall prove an asset to 
the Government in making its schemes a success. Poona is the 
centre of experts of soil mechanism. We understand that an 


* institute of soil mechanism has now been opened in Amritsar lso. 
These experts should be asked to visit the hilly districts of our State 

iog such as Kangra and Hoshiarpur and suggest ways and means of 
pm saving the land from such ravages of Nature as the chos. They 


should tell us how to train these nullahs to become regular channels 
incapable of changing their courses. 


I would be failing in my duty, Sir, if I do not draw the 
attention of the Government to the hardship being caused to the 
people as a result of the operation and enforcement of the provisions 
of the Punjab Utilisation of Waste Lands Act in these hilly districts. 
The Agricultural Assistants posted in these districts are not performing 
their duties properly. They do not know their job. They should 
be instructed to have contact with the M. L. As. of the ilaqa who 
will give them guidance as to the agricultural problems of the people of 
these districts and the way of tackling them. They should also be 
asked to maintain a daily record of their work in a diary. Then, 
Sir, the difficulties of reclaiming land in this terrain are probably not 
being realised. Nor is it being realised that the so called waste lands 
in the hilly tracts in fact serve the purpose of pasture for the cattle 
of the Zamindars and their importance to them is great in view of the 


: fact that it is not possible to grow regular fodder crops in the hilly 
ae land. Moreover Zamindars are being compelled to fel! trees and clear 
the land in a very short time without realising that it is not possible 
for them to do so so long as the trees are not marked by the Forest 
Department. The procedure for getting the trees marked is very 
lengthy and results in wastage of their time. For obtaining the 
necessary sanction to fell trees, the Zamindars have first to approach 
the officials of the Revenue Department and then go to Inner 


. ~ Seraj after traversing 20-25 miles in some cases to contact the 
— officers of the Forest Department. All this botheration they have to 
b 

m undergo to get the sanction to fell trees and if trees are not felled in 


the specified period fines are imposed on them. It is not iealised 
that itis not humanly possible to bring rocky land under cultivatiou 
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in as short a period of time as the land in the plains, I would, 
therefore, request the Minister incharge that instructions should be 
issued to the officers concerned for giving more time to the people 
in hilly areas for this purpose. 


Minister for Irrigation: Please go and see the Minister incharge 
and convince him. 


Sardar Nidhan Singh (Mehna) (Punjabi) : Sir, we who have 
been born in kisan families fully realize the difficulties of our brethren 
and regard their sorrows and difficulties as our own. Before 
the elections the hon. Ministers were never weary of 
proclaiming from the house-tops that they were the humble servants 
of the people living in rural areas but as soon as they occupied 
these ministerial gaddi: they absolutely forgot their promises. I must 
submit that the Government should have allocated more funds for 
Agriculture. I am disappointed to find that this department has 
been ignored and a larger provision has been made for Police as 
compared to Azriculture ? The Police officers are terrorising the poor 
tenants in villages with the result that these people have perforce 
to leave the profession of agriculture. About 8,000 tenants have 
already been ejected from their lands On the cne hand we find 
these poor tentants wallowing in poverty and on the other side 
Rani of Baroda is spending money lavishly in forign countries. 


Mr. Speaker: Please leave this aside. 


Sardar Nidhan Singh: Sir, what I want to drive at is this that 
the Government has provided an inadequate sum in the Budget for 
Agriculture. There is great unrest among the tenants and if they 
publicly express their difficulties the Government resort to firing in 
order to crush then. It will appear from the Budgct that the 
Government has provided a sum of Rs. 23 lakhs for employment of 
C. I. D. staff to re nove the unrest among the peasants. The. condition 
of tenants is going from bad to worse and those people who live in 
palatiul buildings can hardly realise their diffculties. When there was 
great unrest in France and the people cried for bread, the Queen of 
France admonished them to eat cakes if bread was not available. She 
could hardly know how those poor people who could not even get bread 
to eat could afford to get cakes for themselves. In village Kallowal 


dist ict Ferozeporz, two tenants have been killed and firing was also 
resorted to in another village to crugh the tenants. The Government 
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should take into consideration at least the fact that it derives 80 per 


cent of its revenues from the villagers and only 20 percent from the 
industrialists. In America the case is just the reverse. I would, in 
these circumstances, earnestly request the Government to remove 
discontent from the tenants and make their lives peaceful. The 
Government seems to have divided sympathies. It wants to win the 
favour of tenants and also of the landlords. I would say that it is 
following the policy of setting a thief to catch a thief. 


Shri Daulat Ram Sharma (Hamirpur) (Hindi): Sir, I would 
jike to say something on the demand that is at present under discussion 
but before I do so I would just make a passing remark that it has 


become almost a habit with the Opposition to criticise the Government 
not because of its faults of omission and commission but because of 
their natural instinct of offering opposition to the Government. They 
are acting like the boy who not knowing how to solve the question 
wanted-to impress his examiner with his knowledge of Mathematic 
and said “Let me first solve the binomial theorem.”’ 


My hon. Friend Shri Sri Chand in the course of his speech 
remarked that there is no tenancy problem here nor are there 
‘any disputes between the tenants and the landlords. Then further 
he said that the Government should introduce agrarian reforms soon 
so that the strained relations between landlords and tenants may be 
harmonised. The contradictory statements that he made skow that 
the tenants problem is very acute in this State. It is 
heartening to find that the hon. Minister for Development 
has told the House that the Govergment would bring 
forward a legislative measure by which the problem of tenants would 
be finally solved. This would give a stimulus to the tenants to work 
hard for producing more food. Then, Sir, I would subinit that the 
progress and prosperity of Punjab depend upon the development of 
agriculture in the State. After the partition, we have witnessed that 
the Punjab which used to be the granary of India was faced with 
acute food shortage. We had to import food from foreign countries, 
Now I must congratulate the peasantry and the Government that 
they have tried their best to increase food production with the result 
that our State has become surplus in food. As it would appear from the 
Budget our Government has provided Rs. 58 lakhs for agriculture. Out 
of this, a sum of Rs. 6 lakhsis meant for manure and fertilizers and 
the rest I think wiil be spent on the salaries of the officers of the 
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department. We also find that a sum of Rs. 23 lakhs has been prov- 
ided for the demonstration and experiments. I have never seen any 
such demonstration in Hamirpur Tehsil of district Kangra. I have 
heard for the first time that even films have been prep red for 
disseminating knowledge about new developments in agriculture. 
These. films should be displayed in villages and backward areas 
in order to give the illiterate peasants education and knowledge of 
the latest agricultural practices and improvements. 


Sardar Darshan Singh (Tarn Taran) (Punjabi): Sir, I would 
like to say something on the demand for Agriculture which is at 
present under discussion. Our State mainly depends upon 
agriculture and unless steps are taken by the Government to improve 
agriculture our Punjab will remain under-fed and under-nourished. 
The Government should allocate more funds for Agriculture next 
year because it is not possible to make any substantial improvement 
in agriculture within the frame-work of the present Budget. This 
amount will mainly be spent on the salaries of the officers and for 
making propaganda in the villages. Asa matter of fact, we cannot 
inerease the productivity of the soil without adequate supply of 
water. So the primary need of the peasants is that they should be 


given irrigational facilities for the development of agriculture. 


Minister for Irrigation: We have already spent crores of 
rupees on irrigation schemes. 
í 


Sardar Darshan Sirgh: There is need for the supply of 
improved seeds which should be made available to the zamindars at 
cheaper rates. Moreover, we cannot hope to make agricultural 
development in the State unless 44 lakh acres of land which are 
lying waste are brought under the plough aud the ejectment of 
tenants is stopped. The Government should also allot land to the 
Harijans and other backward classes. Unless the allotment of land 
ig made to the satisfaction of all, there cannot be any appreciable 
progress in agriculture in our State. There are no shamilat lands 
in the villages and the zamindars are experiencing great difficluty 
for keeping their manure. They are also greatly dissatisfied with 
the working of the Department of Consolidation of 
Holdings. Under these circumstances, I am driven to the conclusion 
that the speeches that were made during the pre-election days 


pile, Aei i Re 


Agriculture (13) 53 


‘promising amelioration of the lot of zamindars were only an election 
propaganda and had no other significance. 


Sardar Gurdial Singh Dhillon (Jhabal) (Punjabi): Sir, I have 
7 ? risen to give my whole-hearted support to the demand for Agriculture. 
Though some hon. Members might not be satisfied with the amount 
of funds allotted for this Department yet I feel that since a Minister 
like Sardar Partap Singh Kairon is incharge of this Department, it 
will certainly progress. The Agriculture Department has direct 


: 2 connection with the rural people who constitute 80% of the population 
Pre of this State and who depend directly or indirectly upon Agriculture. 


It is the rural population which had to encounter innumerable 
difficulties after the partition. The greatest difficulty that the 
° rural population had to face and is still facing is the paucity of 
jand. Whereas East Punjab got 46% of total population of the 
Punjab, the land that came to its share was not more than 38%. We got 
not only less area of land but everything connected with agriculture 
such as irrigation facilities, agricultural college, experimental farms 
seeding centre etc. were left in West Punjab and we were deprived 
of their benefit. I think it will not be wrong to say that the 
Agriculture Department in the East Punjab had to begin from 
scratch. Since then it has been trying to overcome all these 


difficulties one by one. 


Now I refer tosome of the difficulties with which agriculture 
in our State is faced. First is the shortage of canal water for 
irrigation. Second is the inferior quality of land and the third is 
the menace of wild animals aNd other pests which damage the 

7 crops. Fourthly, the agiicultural holdings in our State are either too 
big or too smal. We shall have to change the structure of 
agricultural holdings with a view to increasing the food production 
in our State. My suggestion is that big holdings should be entirely 
abolished and so should the small holdings. The holdings should be 

a economic units and farming should be on a co-operative or collective 

basis. Ido not agree with thuse hon. Members who are opposed to 
the mechanisation of agriculture. Already the agriculture industry 
is very backward in this coun ry aud I think there is no other solution 


oii. 
E of our food problem than that of introduction of mechanised farming 
on a co-operative or collective basis. At the same time I would 
urge the necessity of improving the relations between landlords 
e a 
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| and tenants aud settling hem in an amicable manner. In his 


| Address delivered to the Legislature in the beginning of the last i 
Session, the Governor bad referred to the decision of his Government om 
| to establish an Industrial Finance Corporation. I support the oy 


suggestion of my hon. Friend who has snggested the setting up of 

an Agricultural Finance Corporation. Another suggestion that I have 

to make is that the work of supervision of the Community Projects 

should not be entrusted to those officers who have no experience 

and background of rural life. In the end, 1 would suggest that as 
the Veterinary Department is closely connected with the Agriculture pe 
Department, the pay of the Veterinary Assistants should be raised, 

At present their pay is not more than that of a junior clerk. 


Sardar Darbara Singh (Nurmahal) (Punjabi): Sir, there cannot be 
two opinions about the importance of the Agriculture Department in 
the life of the people. But I regret to say that it has not been given 
the attention that it deserves. The ‘Grow More Food Campaign, 
has not been earried on in a satisfactory manner. It has not led to 
any good results in spite of such huge expenditure on it The tractors 
given on loan for this purpose have not been properly utilised. For 
instance in a village named Ladowal in Tehsil Ludhiana, the tractors 
have been lying idle. Money has been unncessarily wasted on the 
purchase of jeeps in connection with this campaign. Provision of jeeps 


has served no useful purpose. 


Sir, I beg to submit that thousands of acres of land are lying 
fallow by the side of the rivers in District Jullundur. I, therefore, 
request the Government to take steps to bring this land under culti- 
vation. We shall be able to increase the production of food grains if ” 


the Govèrnment is able to get it cultivated. 


Then, Sir, I request the hon. Ministers to concentrate their . 
| attention on the removal of difficulties of the cultivators. They are not 
| even able to get steel for their ploughs. There is no doubt that they 
can get a new plough, but it is difficult for them to get steel even for 
replacing some broken parts of it. For that purpose they have to 
come to the towns. z 


Further, I want to refer to certain things regarding the con- 
solidation of holdings which has been started in village Nurmahal in 
Tehsil Phillaur. The method of working of the Patwaris who have 


| 
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been deputed to carry out this consolidation work is wroag. It has 
been seen that if previously one had to travel a distance of one 
mile for going from one village to the others, now he will have to 
travel four or five miles. Further, Sir, this work is being done by 
7 © the Patwaris, who are addicted to corrupt practices, It has been 

found that no action is taken by the Revenue Department when a 

complaint against a Patwari is made. He isnot even transferred from 
- the place from where a complaint is received against him. I request the 
hon. Minister for Revenue to place the services of these Patwaris 
under the direct control of settlement officers (consolidation) who 


— may check their working and honesty. 


Further, I want to request the Government to issue instructions 
to the consolidation officers to reserve some land in every village for 
a school and = playground, It should also arrange to supply 
electricity and water to every village where the consolidation has 
been completed. It should supply these amenities of life in Tehsil 
Phillaur as soon as the consolidation work is completed there, In 
that Tehsil, the holdings are not larger than ten acres each. The 
people of that Tehsil will be able to instal tube-wells on their lands 
and increase production as soon as electricity is supplied to them. 
I, therefore, request the Government to arrange to supply electricity 
to these areas as early as possible. 


Sardar Karnail Singh Sidhu (Dabwali) (Punjabi): Sir, I beg 
to submit that our State lives on Agriculture. Maay hon. friends 
have already made suggestions for the development of Agriculture 
in the State. which if put into practice, will prove very useful. 
I shall also place one or two things before the House. 


I request the Government to pay a greater attention to the 
development of Agriculture because on this depends the prosperity of 
our country. For giving agricultural education, there is only one 
Agriculture College in our State. This is insufficient. Proper develop- 
ment in agriculture can be brought about only if we educate the masses 
in the latest methods of agriculture. Therefore, I request the 
Government to take steps to open classes for agricultural education 
in every school in the State. 


Then, Sir, I wanted to draw the attention of the Government to- 
the low scales of pay of the Agritculiural Assistants i.e. 
100-160-200. How can we expect them to work well when they are not 
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| properly paid ? The Government should bring their grades of pay 
tothe same level as that of the lecturers in the Education Lepartment. 
The scale of pay of a lecturer in the nonegazetted cadre is 150-164-300, 
of a class II Lecturer of the gazetted cadre, 250-15-450 and of a S | 
class I lecturer 325 to 650. Then the scale of pay of a lecturer in 
Medical College starts from Rs. 250/- and ends at Rs. 550/-. In : 
addition to it he gets a special pay of Rs. 159/- p.m. These grades . 


are very attractive and create an incentive in the minds of the people 

working in that Department. Sir, we cannot hope to get a better a 
i quality of work from the staff working in the Department of at 
agriculture, unless the Government brings their pay at par with that 

of the staff employed in other similar Departments. 


I, therefore, request the Government to pay a greater attention 
to Agriculture, since 80 per cent population of our State depends 
upon Agriculture. 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri (Adampur): Sir, many 
hon. Members have spoken as to how agriculture should be improved. 
As I am also interested in this subject, I want to deal with some 
important problems concerning agriculture in today’s debate. Before 
dilating on the complicated problem of agriculture, I want to say 
a few words with regard to the agrarian problem, As I have to quote 
certain references from the American and British books, I would 


like to indulge in the foreign language today. 


It is most unfortunate that agrarian problem has not been 
tackled on a scientific basis and on constructive lines. It has been 
tackled in a half-hearted manner, partially on western methods and 
partially on eastern methods. Sir, I would like that we should not 
subscribe to the western methods inadvertently and blindly. At the 
same time [ do not want that we should follow the old orthodox 
rut of the eastern ideology. So I would like that we should first of 
all see the economic side as well as the social side of the problem. : 
Tf we handle this problem in a haphazard manner, as we have 
been and are doing now, it would create chaos and confusion in the 
country. People in the rural areas are not educated and as such 
they can be easily perturbed by the introduction of any new 
ideology. The method of fixing a ceiliug in the matter of holding 
is neither scientific nor econonic. lor instance, let us take a piece 
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of land of say 30 or 40 or even 50 acres as ceiling. It would not prove 

economic ; because after one or two generations, this land would be 

divided into fragmental pieces and small holdings, which would 

not be economic. So, I believe, that we should not adopt this 

3. @ policy of fixing a ceiling. It is most unscientific and uneconomic. 

I am in favour of nationalisation of land and other industries. 

(Cheers). But we should follow a clear cut policy. We should 

: not adopt hasty methods. I would suggest to my colleagues that 

we should wait and see that the State is fully matured for complete 

i nationalisation before it is half-heartedly handled at this stage and 
vane becomes a source of chaos and confussion in the country. 


The people in the rural areas who are neither fully matured nor 
educated can be easily exploited at any time by any agency. Ido not 
want to name any particular agency in this country or from outside. 
So, Sir, I would respectfully submit that the agrarian problem should 
be tackled in a very carefully planned and cautious manner. 


Mr. Speaker: 1 will request the hon. Member to be brief in 
his speech as the time is very limited. I can allow him five minutes 
more at the most. 


2 


Professor Mota Singh Anandpuri: Very well, Sir. I would 
leave this problem here without quoting any references from some 
books, which I had a mind tə quote, as my subject is very lengthy 
and the time allowed by the hon. Speaker is very short. 


Now I would like to deal briefly with th: agriculture side. 
Agriculture really is the only industry of the Punjabis. To handle 
it properly, we must pay due attention to two most essential things, 
is i. e. development of cottage industries in the villages and the 

imparting of agricultural education to the villagers. 


It is undoubtedly true that the State Education Department 

has given special care to the agricultural education in rural areas, 

P but I believe there is still much more scope for its development in 
rural areas. In particular, I would suggest that the State Education 
Department should make early arrangements to impart high education 
of a scientific nature in the rural areas. The people in vilages 
should at least know how to combat the day to day agricultural 
» diseases, For instance, they must know how to destroy swarms of 
locusts which destroy standing crops. The State-owned laboratories 
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which are carrying on research work should take effective steps to make 
available periodically in understandable language the results of their 
research to the peasants so that they could also benefit by adopting 
modern and advanced methods. 


With regard to cottage incustries, I suggest that the State 
Government should take immediate steps to establish some 
centres where villagers shculd be taught the method of manufacturing 
by-products such as oil from oildseeds and of cotton ginning 
as it was done in the old days. At present, the villagers have 
to-go to towns to purchase implements ata heavy cost. I would put 
forward a suggestion for the consideration of the authorities concerned. 
Some centres for manufacturing implements be established on a 
cooperative basis in the villages and these should make available to 
the tillers the implements on a no-profit no loss basis. 


- With these words, Sir ,I resume my seat. 


Shri Ram Parkash (Molana) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, I am 
grateful to you forhaving given me an opportunity to express my 
views. Sir, three things viz., water, air and food are God’s free gifts to 
mankind. Nobody in this world should be deprived of any of these 
things, but it isa pity that the big landlords of our country have 
adopted a very unbecoming attitude towards the tenants. 


Mr. Speaker, I very well realise the extent of sympathies which 
our Minister for Development has got for the tenants but I fail to 
understand why atrocities are still being perpetrated on them. The 
ordinance recently promulgated by the Governor aimed at the 
betterment of the tenants, but it has not done any substantial good 
to them. This ordinance governed the case of there tenants who had 
been ejected during the period Ist May, to 15th June, 1950. I had an 
opportunity to see the Reveune officer, Ambala, and to discuss the 
pros and cons of the situation. I told him that legally the ordinance 
might be in order, but so far as its obtaining the desired results 
was concerned, it wasof no use at all. If an ejected tenant applies 
for restoration of his tenancy it would take more than a month for the 
case to be finally decided because the landlord has to be summoned 
and examined in the court. If the landlord does not attend the 
court in obedince to the summons about a month, the result is that 
the tenant cannot cultivate hisland. Sir, I am aware of many cases 
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where ejectments have been made even after the 15th June, 1952. 
Let me quote the names of the villages where such ejectments have 


- been made :— 


s 
jl, 
. 


Bambol Tehsil Jagadhri 
2. Jhoonpuri »  ~=do— 


` 3 Mankhari ki ) 
Taprian + » —do— 


2 4, Gadauli m —do— 


5, Tazakpuri Ki ) 
Taprian > „ —do— 


I know that the Minister for Development is aware of these things 
as a representation has already been made to the Government against 
the attitude of the landlords. May I know what action, if any, 
has been taken by the Government to redress the grievances of the 
tenants and to restore their lands ? Sir,a great deal of red-tapism 
prevails in the administration. When a petition is submitted to a 
Revenue Officer, he sends it to the Tehsildar. Tehsildar, on hıs part, 
forwards the same to the Kanungo. Even the Kanungo does not 
care to investigate himself into the matter and he passes on the 
application to the Patwari concerned. What does the Patwari do? 
He throws it into the waste-paper basket. This is the treatment 
which is being meted out to the poor tenants whose voice is simply a 

i cry in the wilderness. 


Sir, I have no hesitation in saying that no action whatsoever 
is being taken by the officers to redress the grievances of the tenants 
: with the result that their condition is fast deteriorating. Forcible 

ejectments are taking place and I urge the Government to take a 
serious notice of such incidents and to post police in such areas so 
. as to save the tenants from being harassed by the landlords. 


Then, Sir, the allotments of Shamilat lands has been 


i made in the villages but it is a matter of deep regret 
— that these have been given only te big land-owners. The 
pe tillers as well as the Harijans have been completely ignored even 


in this respect. Thisis a very appalling state of fafairs andI request 
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the Government to afford full protection to these people. They should 
be given their share in the allotment of shamilats also. 


Sir, a few days ago the potters, “Kumhar Bradri” of the State 
made a representation to the Government that with a view to 
rebabilitating them, suitable lands should be allotted to them but 
nothing seems to have been done in this matter. I, therefore, take 
this opportunity to request tie Government to take immediate action 
and provide them lands so that they may be able to start cottage 
industry-in our villages. 


Shri Kanhaya Lal Butai] (Palampur) (Hindi): Mr. Speaker, 

I rise to congratulate the Minister for Development and the officers of 
the Agriculture Department for the strenuous efforts which they have 
made to convert this State which was deficit in food only a few years 

back into a surplus one. Their spirit of selflessness has received wide 

appreciation from the masses, Pandit Jawahar [.al Nehru, our Prime 

Minister, has also stronghy commended the work done by Punjab in 
this direction. I would, therefore, be guilty of ingratitude if I do not 
offer my thanks and congratulations to the Department of Agriculture 
for the work done by it for increasing the production of food in the 
State. While I recommend to the House to give itssupport to th 
Demand under discussion I wish to know from the Government the 
number of tube wells which have been sunk and the other steps taken 
by it to provide irrigational facilities to the people of Kangra district, 
Has the Goverment advanced loans to the peasants for enabling 
them to purchase tractors and other agricultural implements? 


Such a step would have helped them considerably. I would 


like to emphasize the necessity of taking immediate steps for 
encouraging the production of foodgrains in hilly tracts also. 


Mr. Speaker: I would request the hon. Member to 
resume his seat now. 


r 


Shri Kanhaya Lal Butail : Kindly allow me one minute, 
more. 


The Government should also mak: arrangements for the 
supply of manure to the peasants of this district, as it is not 
available there in sufficient quantity. It is equally essential that 


agricultural implements; tractors etc, which can prove helpful for 
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purposes of cultivation in the hilly area should be made available 
to the peasants of the ilaqa. 


Shri Mehar Singh (Hamirpur) (Hindi):—Sir, many of my 
friends here have criticised the demand for Agriculture but I am 
of the opinion that the amount asked for it is too small because in a 
country where the people depend mainly on agriculture such a small 
grant is not at all in keeping with the magnitude of the task which 
this Department has to perform. Unless the grant for this 
department is increased, it will not be possible for us to ask it to 
provide larger field staff for giving guidance and advice to the farmers 
At present, eighty per cent of the farmers are ignorant of the latest 
scientific methods introduced for the yield of better crops. They 
are also unaware of the fact that the land owned by them is yielding. 
poor crops on account of deficiency of a particular mineral. As is 
done in other countries, our Government should also supply such 
information to the zamindars. This can be done if they are taught 
the latest methods of cultivation. This task requires the recruitment 
of additional staff and consequently more expenditure. This staff 
will go from village to village and tell the zamindars whether it is 
iron or sulphur or anything else which their lands lack. They 
will also guide them as to what kind of crops should be sown in an 
arid land and what should be sown in damp soil. 


Coming to the item of expenditure connected with the 
scheme of Grow More Food, I do not hesitate in saying that ‘the 
implementation of this scheme has been wrongly entrusted to the 
‘“babus’’. Asa matter of fact they care more about the crease of 
their pants than for the work entrusted tothem. It was owing to 
this fundamental mistake that the posters costing thousands of 
rupees were pasted on the walls of the schools and hospitals where 
they could serve no useful purpose. This amount would have been - 
better utilized if publicity had been doae on the fields. Is it not 
painful to learn that a huge sum of twenty-seven lakhs of rupees 
provided for ‘Grow-More-Food Campaign”? was actually utialized 
for purchasing jeep-cars for the officers ? I beg to submit that the 
amount should have been expended solely for the purpose for which 
it was really meant. 


Another important suggestion that I would like to offer for 
consideration is that the Department of Education should be asked 
to earmark certain funds for giviag publicity through the educational 
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adult centres, to the scientific developnents in agriculture. This 
method is sure to yield better results as the peasants shall be able to | 
uiderstaid things like the preparation of compost manure and will 


learn other scientific improvements which can prove of immense 
help in their everyday life. 


| Minister for Development (Sardar Partap Singh Kairon) (Punjabt) : 
Mr. Speaker, I am obliged to you for your having given me an 
opportunity to reply to the points raised by the hon. Member 
during the course of debate on the demand for Agriculture. 


The Punjabi lives mainly on agriculture and the Punjabis are 
famous throughout the country for their capacity todo hard work- 
They earn their livelihood by the sweat of their brow. They have 
undoubtedly won a name for toiling ceaselessly in the fields and the 
credit for it to a large extent, goes to the Department of Agriculture 
in the Punjab which has definitely done a great deal to train the 


farmers in the scientific methods of cultivation. 
{ 


It has been stated on the floor of the House that the expenditure 
on services engaged in this Department is out of all proportions 
to the demand under discussion, But the critics seem to have 
completely forgotten that this Department is not meant for arresting 
thieves or for detecting black-marketers. It aims at ameliorating the 
condition of the farmers and tillers. The ultimate object of this 
Department is to educate the people in scientific method of cultivation 
and to introduce the most useful implements for that work. This 
objective can be achieved only if there is sufficient staff for the 
purpose. Viewed from this angle the staff already engaged can- 
not be regarded as excessive, but still [ shall examine their existing 
strength and ascertain if the 27 % expenditure incurred on them 
j at present is larger than that which used to be incurred in the undivided 
f Punjab. Some of my friends went tò the extent of saying that the 
staff recurited by the Department was doing no useful work and that 


mnata os Rte a 


the Department should be abolished. These friends will please note 
that the main function of the staff of this Department is to act as 
advisers to the cultivators and as such their services are greatly needed 
in the interest of the country. The question of abolition of this 
Department does not, therefore, arise. In fact it is a conservative 
but progressive Department. Like a peasant, it takes time to devise 
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plans and schemes but once it has framed them, it never leaves the 
ə work unaccomplished. 


Since long we have been making strenuous efforts to root out 
weeds from our fields but these are still there. No such thing can be 
seen in countries like America, France, Japan which I had the 
opportunity of visiting. What is the cause ofall our labour in this 
T direction having gone waste? It is due to the fact that there has 

been no improvement in our system of cultivation. 


The growers are conservative and it has taken 25 years tempera- 


mentally to convince them of the utility of land consolidation. It was 
8 not long ago that many of them did not want to grow 312 and other 


types of sugar-cane. 


Some hon. Members have criticised the stength of the staff 
engaged in the Agriculture Department. But my satisfaction is that 
while some Members have asked for a reduction in the staff there are 
others who have asked for its increase. At present we have one 
Sub. Inspector for 150 villages and it can be well imagined how 
audrous his task is. Some hon. Members concocted stories that the 
Director could not distinguish gowara from cotton. These were all 
imaginary stories and had nothing todo with facts. I would request 
my friends opposite not to make such irresponsible remarks. 


An hon, Member: They are in the habit of doing so. 


® Minister for Development: Then, Sir, my attention was drawn 
| » = to the amount of agricultural yield in the State. Some friends 
r remarked that no appreciable progress had been made in this 
connection.My contention is that there is a vast difference between 

_ the amount of food and other commodities produced in our State now 
and that produced a few years back. Agriculture is making a 
considerable headway in our State. I can safely say that we have 

brought more land under cultivation as compared to America. The only 
difficulty which we ha ʻe to face is with regard to suitable manure and 

= seeds. Our wheat of 591 and 518 types can favourably compare with the 


wheat produced in other countries. The Punjab is leading all the 
° States in the production of foodgrains. The whole credit for it goes to 

our Research Depit. They have been toiling very hard to bring about 
ə an increase in production. They really deserve *'l commendation for 
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the useful work which they are doing for the nation asa whole. 
The Department of Agriculture has rendered great help by making 
it possible for us to grow the best quality of American cotton in 
the State. It compares favourably with the cotton grown in Egypt. 
This is all due to the research work done by this Department. The 
length of the fibres of Egyptian and American cotton are 1-25” and 1-2” 
respectively and that of Abohar cotton is 1-07", This is remarkable 
progress. So I would request my hon. Friends not to indulge in 
unhealthy and destructive criticism without knowing the real fact. 
My friends who have not visited the Abohar Laboratory should try to 
findtime to go there and see how work is being done there. They 
will really be pleased to visit it I have seen the Cotton farm at 
Jullundur and also the Abohar Demonstration Laboratory. These are 
doing wonderful work. Asa matter of fact we feel greater pleasure 
in seeing the green fields yielding bumper crops than by visiting 
Kashmir, Dalhousie or Simla. These farms are growing superfine 
quality of wheat, gram and bajra. Similarly they are growing very 
good quality of fodder. The whole credit of this work goes to the 
Research Department. My friend from Gurgaon observed that we 
had not brought about any appreciable increase in our production. 
want to tell him that merely critcising the work without seeing 
things in their proper perspective leads us nowhere. 


Sir, I had great regard for late Chaudhri Chhotu Ram. 


May his spirit rest in peace and his soul dwell in heaven. He realized 
the difficulties of the villagers and worked for their betterment. It 
does not become such a great man’s nephew— Shri Sri Chand-to 
criticize these demonstration farms which have been set up for the 
good of the agriculturists and farmers. As a matter of fact he 
ought to know the utility of such farms where research work is carried 


on and experiments are made for improving the yield and fibre of 
cotton by cross-fertilizing various kinds cf cotton. The main difficulty 
so far as experiments on cotton are concerned is that when the 
yield increases the fibres become short and the mill-owners do not 
like such cotton. We are trying to improve both the yield and the 
fibre, so that cotton mills may not have to depend on American or 


Eygptian cotton. But these experiments will take time and we should 


not lose patience. 
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Now take the case of gram. There are so many articles of 
) - food in tbe preparation of which gram is an essential ingredient. 
p= Nearly all the sweets, for instance ‘ladoos’ which are liked by the 
| farmers are prepared from ‘ besan’ i. e. gram atta. We are carrying 
a on experiments on gram in order to find out a quality of gram on 
which lightning, frost hailstorm and rain may have no adverse effects. 
We are sure that in due course of time we will succeed in such efforts. 


i Another thing on which experiments are being carried on in our 
° research laboratories is ‘Barsem’. When I was a small boy we used 
Sq * to sow senjt in our fields. It was a hard time to irrigate these. Now 
instead in a small area we sow Barsem. Itis so beautiful to look at. 
It has a high nutritive value also. If more labour is put in, it yields 
rich crops. Moreover the farmers have an additional 
advantage They get fresh and green fodder throughtout the year. 
I likeit and commend it tothe farmer. The department has been 
asked to find out other kinds of fodder as a substitute for ‘Chart’ so 
that the people may cultivate the habit of rearing healthy and good 
cattle. At present what we find is that most of the people in our 
country keep cows and buffaloes which yield very small quantities 
of milk. They appear to have neither the desire nor the capacity of 
rearing cows and buffaloes which yield one maund of milk as is the 
case in America, Australia, New Zealand and England. We have, in fact, 
couservative habits. Asoneof my hon. Friends has remarked our 
hens stop laying eggs after only eight eggs have been laid. We 
should teach our people to keep good and healthy cattle. The Depart- 
N ment of Agriculture is doing its best in this direction. There is a 
’ disease among cockrels and hens for which the Department has 
»  di&covered a medicine. Its injectons are very cheap and efficacious. 
r- Every person can afford to have his hens injected. Our intention 
is to encourage poultry, piggery, dairy and other subsidiary industries 
: so that we may be able to provide sufficient nutritive food for 
people. The practice of colouring water with ‘haldi’ and putting 
some pulse in it and then gulping the morsels of chapatis with that 
salted water should be discarded as early as possible because it leads 
to deterioration in our national health. The Punjab will not 
~ progress if this state of affairs continues. We must change our 
wo national habits in diet and in so many other things if we have a 
e desire to lift our country to the levelof other advanced countries of 
the world. I hope you will excuse me if I suggest that meat and 
) eggs should forma part of our diet as they have a great nutritive, 
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value. In Kangra, even the cattle are not healthy because of the 
inferior quality of grass that grows in the mountains. 


Sardar Harbhajan Singh has drawn the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the fact tha: most of the employees of this Department are 
temporary. He has asked for their confirmation. But how can this 
be done? We are getting grants from the Central Government 
for research work. If they stop these grants a number of employees 
might have no work to do. So it is not possible at this stage to 
confirm all of them. 


There is another thing to which I would like to make a brief 
reference. We have a seed-farm for potatoes at Dhugri where 
experiments are performed to improve the quality of potatoes. 
The potatoes produced there are distributed among the farmers 
as seed. Previously, we had to bring potatoes from U. P. and Bihar 
and it cost us much. Now we have a sufficient quantity of these 
in oir own State. We do research in wheat also in order to find 
out a better quality which may be supplied as seed to the peasant. 
But the hon. Members should realise that research work takes time. 
It is after many years of research that some improvement can be 


made. When such an improvement takes place, we recommend to 


the farmers the use of such an improved variety. ‘the hon. Members 
can also help us in doing propaganda for the use of improved varieties 
of seed. Whatever the party affiliations of the members may be 
this work should be done in the interest of the country as a whole. 


Some of my friends know better about the seeds than I do. 
If they do not have full knowledge about this subject, they should 
try to acquire it. 


Agricultural production cannot be increased overnight. The 
people ilso, who work on land and earn their living by cultivation, 
know that the process of producing food is pretty long. Wheat crops 
cannot be ready inone month nor can any other food be grown 
in less than a certain period of time. It was said that there 
were many defects and short-comings in the Agriculture Department. 
I know that the officers of this Department are not destroying Pohli 
and other weeds. They simply threaten people with 


action under the provisions of certain Acts. Unless the peuple 
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help themselves, there can be no appreciable improvement in 
agriculture. I am aware that false reports are submitted by the workers 
of this Department regarding the quantity of Pohli destroyed by 
them. Inspite of all these weaknesses in the Agriculture Department 
of which I am not ignorant, I shall request the hon. Members to 
give full co-operation to it. This Department can only encourage and 
initiate people into doing good things. They cannot do the 
whole work themselves. Nobody will have any hesitation in 
appreciating the work done by this Department in one respect at 
least. The compost manure which it has taught the villagers 
to prepare is of immense value to the agriculturists. The cattle 
dung which was considered quite useless is now converted into very 
valuable manure by being kept in two and a half feet deep pits 
fora few months. A farmer loves the manure formed in such pits 


more than many other things. 


I do not deny that the officials of this department sometimes 
submit false reports about the number of manure pits dug in 
villages. Isit not our duty to tell the people about the utility 
of these pits and to help them in digging these? How can I have 
good opinion about a cultivator who does not preserve manure in 
pits and does not remove Pohli from his fields? It is in our own 
interest to help in destroying Pohli. Whether it is the Congress party 
or some other party which holds the reins of office, our existence 


depends upon agriculture. 


My hon. Friend Shri Sri Chand said that out of the 
total population of 136 lakhs, 48 lakhs cultivated land with their 
own hands. There are 102 lakh agriculturists in the State. Out 
of these women alone number 48 lakhs or more. Moreover, those 
who cultivate land must be over eighteen years of age. I beg to 
submit that it is no use misleading people by quoting wrong figures. 
I hope that there are at least some parties in the Opposition who 
have a constructive programme. Figures can be made to serve any 
purpose. The person quoting them can depict a bright or dark 
picture just as it suits him. Had the Unionist party got some 
constructive programme, they would have met a better fate during 
the last elections. I am, however, convinecd that the people have ` 
become very knowledgeable and they know as to who are indulging 
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in mere propaganda and who are engaged in real constructive work. 
If that were not so, how could this Government remain in office? 


No newspaper is supporting the Punjab Government. In spite 
of so much opposition from them we still survive and are functioning 
actively. Instead of giving constructive suggestions, some of the 
newspapers give out that there are differences between the hon, 
Chief Minister and myself or between the Chief Minister 
and Shri Jegat Narain. I wish to make. it clear 
that all these news are false and malicious. There are 
absolutely no differences among us and all our decisions are taken 


unanimously. How can we afford to quarrel among ourselves if we i 
want to maintain the prestige of the Congress? The newspapers 

which publish such stories are not serving the people or the conntry. 

Their only interest is to increase their circulation by a few copies. I 

am, however, happy that the public is intelligent enough to sift the 

truth. I was submitting, Sir, that we have to do much more than we 

are doing now but to achieve results we need the co-operation of the 

public. 


Then, Sir, severé criticism was levelled against the Tractor 
Cultivation Scheme. It was said that it had been run in a very 
inefficient manner and had resulted in a loss of lakhs of rupees. ‘The 
report of the Committee appointed to enquire into this matter is 
expected to be reviewed by the 15th of this month and I assure the 
House that the officers responsible for this loss will be severely dealt 
with. It is our duty to see that every penny of the public money is E 
properly spent. One bad act on the part of a Government officer is 
enough to bring the whole Government into disrepute. The Govern- 
ment officers owe a duty to the general public to be very careful in 
the discharge of their duties. It might be true that one officer in the 
Agricuiture Department was trying to harm another but it is our duty 
to put an end to such things. All the same there are a large number 
of persons on the staff of the Agriculture Department, who have great 
sympathy with the general public. 


One of the hon. Members said that some of the officers engaged ° 
on the work of consolidation of holdings know nothing about land. In 
this connection I want to point out that I have employed the best e 
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persons as Settlement Officers. 1 shall not be exaggerating if I say 
that better persons could not be found for this work. One or two 
Magistrates know this work very well and I shall borrow their services. 
There is scope of dishonesty in the work of consolidation because the 
future of cultivators depends on it, but I have appointed the best 
possible men as Settlement Officers anā it will not be possible for 
anybody to commit malpractices. Under the Settlement Officer there 
are Consolidation Officers, Assistant Consolidation Officers and 
Girdawars. In my opinion, the appointment of an honest officer at 
the top always has a good effect on the subordinates. Is there any 
such Settlement Officer who has not got a good reputation? Moreover, 
the Revenue Department is also under my charge and if I find that 
any officer in that department can be more usefully employed for 
consolidation work, I sball not hesitate to transfer him to that 
department. I do not want a Consolidation Officer to be influenced 
by party or other considerations in doing his work. I do not want 
that any officer should be able to make money in collaboration with 
Patwaris. I am determined to see that the whole work is done in the 


most honest manner. 


To deal effectively with the corrupt officers, our Chief Minister 
has hit upon a novel idea. I think the hon. Members will be pleased 
to know that a circular letter has been issued to all the officers to the 
effect that if any official working under them is found guilty of 
corruption they will be called to account for it. So, now the officers 
would have to keep a watch on their subordinates in their own interests 
and report to the Government at once if the integrity of anyone of 
them is in doubt. They shall neglect it at their own cost. This 
shows, Sir, the zeal with which the Government is striving to eradicate 
corruption. 


To my friends who have criticised the manner in which the 
consolidation work is being carried on, my submission is that when they 
go back to their constituencies they should note down the defects and 
complaints against the staff and bring them to my notice and then 
blame me if suitable action is not taken to remove them. I want to 
assure them here and now that if the Government gets satisfactory 
evidence of the consolidation work having been done in a tainted 
manner, it will definitely undo it and have it done afresh. (Loud Cheers) 
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Let no body think that we are going to tolerate any 
irregularities or corrupt practices in this work of consolidation of 
holdings. What we need most is the co-operation of the hon. Members 
of the Legislature and the people in general. In order to root out 
this evil of corruption what is needed most is a change in the social and 
Moral outlook of the people. Today the position is this that if a 
Kanungo is corrupt the people who are sick of him shall not utter a 
word against him so long as any of the Patwaris working under him 
spresent. Such instances can easily be multiplied. The trouble is 
that the general atmosphere is not conducive to the eradication of 
corruption. For one reason or another evidence against corrupt 


officers is generally not forthcoming. 


It is a matter for regret, Sir, that the mango crop was damaged 
by tela this year. If timely information of this menace had been 
given to the Government it would certainly have arranged for the 
spraying of mango trees as it had done last year. Instructions have 
now been given to the people who own mango gardens to purchase 
spraying machines and we shall always be glad to supply them the 
necessary medicines. 


An hon. Friend has objected to the provision of Rs. 31, 000/- for 
publicity work ‘in connection with agricultural improvement and the 
provision of Rs. 2,000/- for crops competition. Sir, I would not 
hesitate to sav that anybody who criticises such beneficial schemes 
and plans for improvement of agriculture is a saboteur. He should 
realise that while in a democratic system of Government it is not 
possible to get things done by force, there is no harm in providing 
healthy incentives for doing better work or for the promotion cf the 
interests of the State. Nor is there any harm in 
getting the work done by persuasion. While We have not the 
least intention of employing coercion, violence or force, we want it 
to be realised that no Government or administration can function 
properly unless it tempers leniency and mildness with a certain 
amount of strictness. If a Government becomes all honey, it will 
meet the fate of the serpent in the fable whom every little boy could 
thrash with impunity ever since he had given up biting under an 
oath. We do not want to be treated like that serpent. If the 
landlords behave, well and good; if not, they will have to be dealt 
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with an iron hand. My friends have complained bitterly of the 
atrocities perpetrated on the tenants. What else could they expect 
from these centuries old, firmly-entrenched vested interests ? I may 
however, assure the House that the Government is firmly determined 
to protect the tenant. (Cheers). The rod of law will certainly fall 
on those who have been responsible for terrorising the tenants with 
the help of hired goondas.. It is absolutely wrong to suggest that 
we are in any way favouring the landlords, but I must say that we 
are striving and shall continue to strive to settle in a smooth manner, 
once for all, this tenants-landlords problem. In this connection, 
the Government will not hesitate to fix a ceiling over and above 
which the land will be taken away from every zamindar and vested 
collectively in the village community consisting of all the residents 
of the village including the landless Harijans. (Cheers) 


Sir, my heart overflows with pity at the miserable plight of 
the landless people living in the rural areas of the Haryana Prant 
where there is more of Jatism than anywhere else. I do not say 
such people in other parts of the State are quite comfortable. What 
I mean to sayis that thanks to considerable consciousness among 
the ruralites in Jullundur division, such atrocities as are committed 
on the landless people in Haryana Prant are not known in this part of 
the State. In Haryana Prant, they are not even allowed 
to answer the call of nature in the open. For how long can this sorry 
state of affairs be tolerated? This has to be put an end to. 


Shri Wadhawa Ram: How long shall it take? 


Minister for Development: We hope to find a satisfactory and 
permanent solution of the land problem in this State within a year. 


Shri Chand Ram: What is the remedy? 


Minister for Devejopment: Sir, why should my hon. Friend 
be not eager to know it, being a representative of those down-trodden 
classes who for centuries have been looking forward to the day when 


they would be able to own land? When it pains me so much, how 
can he help being anxious over the pitiable plight of his brethren? 
Let him listen to me. We shall find a solution of their ills by vesting 


the ownership of shamilat in the whole village community including 
the Harijans, (Cheers) Then there is the question of making the 
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La 
holdings economic. If we divide the whole of our cultivable land - 
into economic holdings of 12} acres each, we shall not be able to aa 
provide even for 11 lakh families. It is our great desire to introduce wj 


cooperative and collective farming in this State as early as possible 
and we are striving for the progressive realisation of this 
goal. (Cheers). Wo shall for the present include the land of zamindars 
owning less than 5 acres of land and the lands above a certain 
ceiling of big landlords in the scheme of cooperative farming. A 


I want to assure my hon. Friend Shri Ram Parkash that I do 
not deny the truth of his allegation that the Government officers are 
biased in favour of the zamindars and the tenants were forcibly ejected 
from the land not included in the permissible limit, regardless of the 

| provisions of the law or by sidetracking them, and the tenants have | 
not been able to get justice. It is true that some officers are still of 
the same mentality asthe landlords and cannot shake off their 
reactionaryism and always ally themselves with the vested interests. 


Let my friends have a little patience. We are gradually trying to ! 
reform the old machinery of administration and it will not be long 
before it is completely overhauled. We propose to constitute 
Conciliation Boards consisting of officials and non-officials to decide 
| cases of undue ejectment of tenants. I can assure my hon. Friends 
that after a few months there will be no complaint against the 
functioning of the Revenue Courts. Let them have enough faith in 
| this Ministry and let them extend their unstinted cooperation to it 

and by God’s grace we shall be able to put an end to the tyranny of 

the landlords for ever in the next six months by taking over all ` 


Di a ese ae i 


their lands in excess of the permissible limit, though in accordance with . — 


the provisions of the Constitution we shall be obliged to pay 
compensation to them. 


Sir, lam glad that my hon. Friends sitting on the Opposition 
Benches also feel that our progress and prosperity are intimately : 
linked up withthe development of agriculture in the State. I am 
also cognizant of the fact that for the development of agriculture it is 


necessary that we should make arrangements for the adequate supply i ~ 

of water to the peasants whether it be through canals or by tube- oe 

wells or in any other way. My hon. Friends in the Opposition have 

remarked that there has been considerable financial outlay by the á 

Government on the Grow-More-Food Campaign. While making j j 
A 
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assessment of the results of the Grow-More-Food Campaign my hon. 
Friends have not perhaps appreciated the permanent schemes of 


irrigation such as the sinking of wells and tubewells. Then, Sir, 
objection was raised to the irresponsible way in which the ziladars 
distributed water through shoots and it has been alleged that they 
were giving preference to those who greased their palms. It has also 
been said that these officers arrogated to themselves the power of 

refusing the benefit of these shoots to the Zamindars if one of them 

to dared report against them, I am very glad that such grievances of 


the peasants have ben brought to my notice as I want to make a close 


scrutiny of administration and to plug loopnoles wherever they exist. 
We are anxious to clean the administration and wish to make it 
known to all and sundry that the present Government will not refuse 
to hear the poor man’s voice and its doors will not be closed to 
anybody. We have every sympathy with such persons who take an 
initiative in inaking genuine complaints against any officer and I assure 
the House that those who are found to have a bad reputation shall be 


awarded exemplary punishment. 


I will, however, request the Members of the House whether they 
belong to the Government party or the Opposition party, to raise the 
standard. of debate in this House. I have noticed that some of 
my hon. Friends have not advanced useful suggestions regarding 
the tenants’ problem. Then, Sir, objection was raised that money 
belonging to the Cooperative Bank, Hoshiarpur, which is still 
lying with the Pakistan Government has not been paid to the 
Bank. In this connection I may state that as the payment is to be 
made by the Pakistan Government we have to follow the legal 
procedure. Talks are going on with that Government on secretariat 
level and I assure the House that the amount will be recovered and 
paid to the Bank in due course of time. I am also aware of the 
difficulties experienced by the people of Bhiwani and Hissar to which 
ilaga my hon. Friend Chaudhri Sahib Ram belongs. The people 
there have to fetch drinking water from a distance of eight miles. 
I am also aware of the difficulties of the peasants in the areas where 
there are no canals. Their crops suffer from non-availability of water. 


The Government will require two crores of | rupees ‘for making 
available additional quantity of water. For this purpose I would 
appeal to the people of the State, particularly those who have money, 


| (13) 74 Punjab Legislative Assembly (4th July, 1952 


[Minister for Development] 


to spare that. Instead of hoarding that money they should give it as 
loan to the Government which would return that money in five to 
ten years. The Government would be prepared to pay a nominal 
interest on this money. I would also appeal to the Bank to advance 
money to the Government for public use. This money will be 
utilised for setting up tube-wells and pumping sets at different 


places for irrigating about 250 acres of land. In the end, Sir, I would 5 

thank the hon. Members who have offered useful suggestions to the 4 
Government and I assure them on behalf of the Agriculture Depart- <s 
ment that every effort will be made to solve the tenants’ problem in ~ a 
the State and to purify the administration in the Department of A 


Consolidation of Land Holdings. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— , ` 


That the item of Rs. 36,740 om account of A-1-Direction- 
Pay of Officers be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was by leave withdrawn, 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the item of Rs. 75,000 on account of E-2 (ii) 
Destruction of jackals and field rats be reduced by 
Re, one, 
The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— | 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was lost. ~ 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


2? 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— = 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 1. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is ~ 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was, by leave, mithdrawn. 
ye Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
i The motion was lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
bh That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 10). 
The Motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
A Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn., 
Mr Speaker: Question is: 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 1. 
The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
r That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
— ; 
The motion was lost. 
| $ Mr. Speaker : Question is— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion wae lost. 
js Mr, Speaker : Question is— 


= That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100, 


The motion was lost. 
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Mr. Spsaker: Question is — 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs 100. 
The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 1. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. l * 
Mr. Speaker : Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The metion was lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 199. 
The motion was lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Ks. 100. 
The motion waè, hy leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 109. ~ 


The motion was lost, 


a 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— 


That the Dernand be reduced by Rs 100. 


The mot'on was lest. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— | a 

i hat the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. = 
ee 

The motion wa., by lesve, withdrawn. P 

À 
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Mir. Spaaker : Question is-— 


<<" 


That the Demand be reduced by Re. 21. 
The motion was lost. 


` Mr, Speaker: Question is — 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs 100. 
! \ The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

? Mr, Speaker: Question is— 

ke : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
A The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is: 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


Themotion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr Speaker: Question is— 


‘RG eaten ne io ii. 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. Speaker : Gueen is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs, 151. 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn, 
b Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
r That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was by leave withdrawn. 
o$ Mr. Spəaxer : Question is— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. one. 


& 
oe 


The motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
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Mr. Speaker: Question is.— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— es J 
That the Demand be reduced by Re. one. i | 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. P 

Mr, Speaker: Question is— f l 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100 ` J 

The motion was lost. k l 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Re, one. 
T'he motion was lost. 
Mr. Speaker; Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
T'he motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was lost. 


Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the Demand be reduced by Re. one. 
The motion was lost. 


Mr, Speaker : Question is— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100, | i 


The motion was lost. 


Mr, Speaker: Question is— an 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. Z 
. . an ( 
The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. r 
> 
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Mr Speaker: Question is— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was lost. 


T a Mr, Speaker: Question is— 

i That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
y 

i \ The motion was lost. 

$ Mr Speaker: Question is— | 

nage ? 

ite 


p” That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The mottan was lost. 
Mr, Speaker: Question is— 
That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was lost. 
Mr Speaker: Question is— 
| That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 


The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 
i Mr. Speaker: Question is— 


That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The motion was lost 


Mr, Speaker: Now the question is: 


That a sum not exceeding Rs. 58,13,300 be granted to the Governor to 
defray the charges that have or will come in course of payment 
for the year 1952—53 in respect of Agriculture, 


The Motion was carried. 


The Assembly, then, adjourned till 2 p. m. on Monday, the 7th July, 
1952. 
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i Punjab Legislative Assembly 


i | MONDAY, 7TH JULY, 1952. 


em apee eee 


. The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Simla—4, at 2 p.m. of the 
Clock. Mr. Speaker (Dr. Satyapal) in the Chasr. 


F « aa TEE a GEA 


o STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 


ae anna res 


IMPARTING OF EDUCATION TO CHILDREN ON BASIC SYSTEM 
IN THE STATE. 


r 


* 322. Shri Ram Kishan: Wili the Minister for Education be- 
pleased to state whether it is the.established policy of the Government 
to impart education to children on the. basic system of education and 
therefore, all new schools have to be opened on basic system lines and 
the old ones be also changen over to'that system ? 

nS E e Sa Si 
.. Shri Jagat Narain : The wale of the Mie system: of Education 
| is fully recognised by the Punjab Government in the Department of 
Education, and steps have already been taken to establish two Basic 
Teachers’ Training Schools in the State to give to the State trained 
pt teachers for’ the ‘introduction of Basic system of ‘education in the 
om schools : f the State. The Government has also ‘adopted the policy of 


opening a number of Basic Primary Schools every year. Most of the 


= new Basic Primary Schools are administered by local bodies, but two 
Basic Schools are.mgintained by the Government. The local bodies 
starting a specified number of Basic schools are given cent per cent — 
grant and as more and more basic trained teachers become available 
7 the existing primary schools are being switched over to the basic 
b- system. The new syllabi take account of the basie idea. 
NO. 
- pias 
aa 
“2. 
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MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS FOR GIRLS IN ROHTAK DISTRICT. 


* 350. Professor Sher Singh: Will the Minister for Education 
be pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of middle and high schools for girls in Rohtak 
District at persent ; 


(b) the ratio which this number bears to the number of 


middle and high schools for boys in the above-mentioned 
district ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 
(a) 7 (Seven) 


(e) 1:19 


GRANT-IN-AID TO HIGH SCHOOL IN UNA TEHSIL. 


* 401. Rai Hari Chand: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to State whether any permanent or provisional grant is given. 
ly the Government to any High School in Una Tehsil ; if so, the name 
of the school together with the amount paid in the year 1952 ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: The names of High Schools, in Una Tehsil, 
wh ch are on the regular grant-in-aid list and those which are un- 
aided, bu* were given special grants during 1951-52, are shown in the 
statements given below. The amount of grants paid to them 1s also 
noted against each. 


Statement showing the names of High Schools in Una Tehsil, which 
are on the regular grants—in—aid list, and the amount of grant paid 
to them during 1951--52. 


Naime of the School. Amount of grant 
paid during 195,—-*. 
1, S. D. High Schoo! Una. Rs. 5,700 7 
2. Khalsa High School, Rs. 4,620 
Anandpur Sahib. 
3. 5. D. R. High School, Amb. Rs. 348 


High Department un-aided 


vrand 
a 


‘a 
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` Statement showing the names of High Schools in Una Tehsil, which 
are nob on the regular grants-in-aid list, but were given apecial grants 
dusing 1951—52. 


) 


k X Name of the School. Amount of grant 
yF paid during 1931—52. 
Be ay T e E E naa STEEG Oe S E EESE 
y 1. 5. D. R. Hgh School, Amb. Rs, 490/ 

(High Deptt. only). 
2. K. M. S. Public High School, 2 Rs 75 
Bhallan. . 
3. D. A. V. High Schooi, Una. Rs, 490 
> 4. D. A. V. High School, Khad. | Rs. 100 
5. National High School, Ambota. Rs. 686 
6. S. D. High school Chintpurni. Rs. 294 
7. D. A. V. High School Gondpur Re. 490 
Banehra. 
8. D. A. V. High School, Takhat Garh. Rs.100 | 
9. D. A. V. High School, Santokh Garh. Rs. 100 


10. D. B. High School, Bharvain. Re. 500 


x 


i 


OVERLOADING IN BUSES OF AMBALA ROADWAYS. 


*455, Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether he is aware of the fact that in certain challans 
sent up to the court at Karnal, the drivers of the Ambala 
Roadways convicted for carrying passengers in excess of 
the number allowed have been acquitted ; 


(b) the steps, if any, taken by the Government to stop their 
buses from overloading in future ? 


Shri Jagat Narain - 


(a) Yes. 
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(Shri Jagat Narain] - ) , 

dy Sheed wie staff had clear instructions’ not to overload, 

but when the traffic was out of control, particularly on 

the occasion of Kurukshetra fair, they could not resist. 

However instructions have been issued that the 

- conductors should not entertain any passengers beyond 

© the scheduled carrying capacity of the buses. As over- 

ke „loading has now been effectively stopped, no further steps 
| 
| 
| 
| 


are necessary in this connection. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that the executive head 
of the district wrote to the trying magistrate suggesting that the 
Government buses should not be challaned ? 


Minister: I require notice. 


! Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Isit not a fact that the magistrate in 
: his judgment remarked that the rule in respect of ovérloading did not 
apply to the Government buses ? > 


Minister: If the hon. Member informs me about the district 
to which he is referring, I shall make enquiries. 


_°” Mr. Speaker : ; If anybody imputes any motives or extra legal 
considerations to any court, he would be committing a contempt 
of that court. 


Shri Abdul Ghafar Khan : “On a point of order, Sir. I may 
draw the attention’ of the Chair to the fact that. Shri Nand Lal 


is reading a newspaper. Is it permissible to read newspaper in o 
the House? 23 ag? oes oO 
———— _* i 
GOVERNMENT BUS SERVICES IN THE STATE. 
*456. Shri ‘Kedar Nath Saigal : Will the Minister for 
Education be pleased to state: — E 
(a) the number of the routes in the State together with their ~A 
mileage on which Government buses are plying since Nee 


9th March, 1950; 


Origiffal with; 

Punj@ Vidhan Sabha 
Digitfed by; 

b Dicital Library 


Panj 


cee: 


Orighner! with; 
PunjpbVidhan Sabha 
Digitizedby; 
Panjap Digital Library 


Starred Questions and Answers 


(14) 5 


(b) the names of the routes and their mileage on which 
Government Bus Services have been started after 9th 


March, 1950; i 


(c) the total number of buses employed in the services 


mentioned in parts (a) and (b) above ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) Routes on which Government buses were plying before 


9th March, 1950 are given below :— 


Name of the route Description 
(1) Jullundur Omnibus Service:— 
City Railway Station to Basti Baba Khel Urban 


City Railway Station to Cantt 7 
Railway Station 
Saddar to Civil Secretariat "ea 
Saddar to D. A. V. College +3 
City Railway Station to D. A. V. 
College 


City Railway Station to Basti Gusan. % 
City Railway Station to Kartarpur Sub-urban 


Adda Nakodar to Lambra is 
Adda Kapurthala to Kapurthala District. 

(2) Amritsar Omnibus Service :— “a 
Hall Gate to Chheharta Urban 
Railway Station to Chheharta Urban 
Gandhi Gate to Verka Urban 
Gandhi Gate to Jandiala | Sub-urban 
Railway Station to Rajha Sansi a 
Hall Gate to Wagha Border District 
Gandhi Gate to Chhabal Suburban 
Chati-wind Gate to Tarn Taran Pe 


Mileage. 


12 
7:3 
187 
12°3 
12°4 


(b) Routes on which Government buses have been started. 


after 9-3-1950 are given below :— 


(1) Jullundur Omnibus Service :— 


Adda Nakodar to Nakodar District 
City Railway Station to Model Town Urban 
Amritsar to Jullundur. District 


14.7 
3°3 i 
49 
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(Shri Kedar Nath Saigal] 
E (2) Amritsar Omnibus Service :— 


Ram Bagh to Kapurthala _ District 43 
Tarn Taran to Naushehra “a 8'3 
Tarn Taran to Sirhali S 11.3 
Tarn Taran to Chola Sahib a 1593 
Ram Bagh to Majitha ss 10:5 
! Railway Station to Chhagaon P 143 
| Railway Station toManjh ? 22.3 
Railway Station to Guru ka bag m 14:9 
Tarn Taran to Jandiala m 10 
Tarn Taran to Patti 2 14 
Amritsar Sirhali-Harike ‘ 35 
Hal! Gate to Ajnala 7 19 
Gandhi Gate to Sur Singh m 24 
Tarn Taran to Dera Sahib a 14 


(3) Ambala Roadways :— 
Ambala City Tonga Stand to Cantt. 


Tonga Stand Urban 59 
Ambala City Railway Station to 
Cantt Railway Station, Urban T4 
l Jamna Nagar to Chhachhrauli District 115 
Thanesar to Karnal District 24 
Ambala City to Karnal District 52 
l Ambala City to Jagadhri " 62 
Ambala Cantt. to Patiala ae 35 
Ambala City/Cantt. to Kalka i 42 
| Ambala City to Pehowa 2 50 
Kalka to Simla -> 56 
Simla Thanedar 7 49 
Kalka to Chandigarh (Capital Site). _,, 11 aa 
: Kalka-Sabathu 5 19 X 
(c) Amritsar Omnibus Service: 98 
Jullundur Omnibus Service: 55 i 
| Ambala Roadways : 39 
| 192 
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BUS FARE ON AMRITSAR JULLUNDUR ROUTE. 


¥457 Shri Kedar Nath Saigal : Will the Minister for Education 
be pleased to state:- 


(a) the fare charged by the private bus owners on Amritsar- 
Jullundur route immediately before the route was taken 
over by the Government ; 


(b) the fare now being charged by the Government buses on 
the above route; 


(c) the reasons for the increase, if any ? 
Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) Rs. 2/- per seat for upper class and Rs. 1/6/- per seat for 
lower class. 


(b) Rs. 1/9/- per seat. 


(c) Government Transport Services continued to charge the 
same fare as was being charged by the private operators 
before the nationalization. The increase was made in 
1951, as minimum fare rates were fixed,.in accordance 
with which the minimum fare for this route works out 
to Rs. 1/9-/. The private operators as also the railways 
increased the farein 1951. 


SUPERINTENDING ENGINEERS’ OVERSEERS AND INSPCTORS IN 
THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 


#369, Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Public Works be 
pleased to state the number of Superintending Engineers, Overseers 
and Inspectors in the P. W. D. in the pre-partition Punjab and at - 
present ? 


Sardar Gurbachan Singh Bajwa: The required information in 
respect of Buildings and Roads Branch is as under :- 


Number in the Number at 
pre-partition Punjab present. 
Superintending Engineers. 8 | 4 
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| 

(Minister for Public Works] 

| Overseers. 273 168 
| Road Inspectors. Not known. 125 

i ELETRICITY BRANCH. 

| 


(i). No. of Superintending Engineers in the pre-partion 
Punjab. 6 


(ii) No. of Superintending Engineers at present 4 


(iii). No. of Overseers in the Pre-partition Punjab. 28 


(iv). No. of Overseers employed at present. 29 
(v). No. of Road Inspectors in the Pre-partition Punjab. Nil. 
(vij. No. of Road Inspectors at present. Nil. 


OPEL unao BE 


REVISION OF GRADES OF OVERSEERS IN THE STATE. 


*400. Rai Hari Chand: Will the Minister for Irrigation 
be pleased to state whether the Government intend revising the grades 
of pay of the overseers in the State; if so, when ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: The Member may please refer to the 
Finance Minister’s Budget Speech of the l4th June 1952, which 
indicates the Government’s intentions in the matter. 


BENEFIT TO POLITICAL SUFFERERS. 


ta 
4 


*261. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :-— 


(a) whether it is a fact that he made an announcement that 


political sufferers would be treated like ex-service men; A 
if so, whether any instructions have been issued to the . 
proper quarters, e. the officers and the Departments 
concerned with the implementation of the same; eo 
` ~ 
e 
` 
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(b) whether any lists of Congress workers and other political 
sufferers or their dependents intended to be the 
beneficiaries have been prepared, or any other steps taken 
in this direction; if so, the same may be laid on the 


} Table? 

ip Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 

r (a) Government has accepted the principle that political 

- sufferers will be treated like ex-service men. 

h (b) It. has been decided to constitute Boards in the districts 

be i for helping national workers and political sufferers. They 
are to be entrusted, among other things, with the job 

ae of preparing lists of political sufferers, and national 


workers who are likely to be ‘beneficiaries’ under the 
scheme. The detailed constitution of the Boards in the 
district and State Board as also the scheme under the 
Charitable Endowments Act for administration of the 
National Workers’ Relief Fund is under examination. 
The matter will be finalised in a few days’ time. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: May I know if the political sufferers will 
get relief in the form of allotment of 10 acres of land per family or 
in the form of a lump sum just as it was done in the case of 
ex-soldiers? 


Chief Minister: The form of the relief cannot be specified at 


present. 
e EE EES 
É SUSPENSION OF ARMS-LICENCES DURING GENERAL ELECTIONS 
*307. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisbt: Will the Chief Minister be 


pleased to state :— 


(a) the number of arms-licenses suspended in each district 
in the State during the last general elections together 


p- F with the number of such licences reinstated since then 
| ` in each district ; 

` (b) the number of such licences together with names of 
' a 

e 
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licencees, suspended in Gurgaon District during the 


period mentioned in part (a) above together with the ` 


number and names of those licencees who have been 
reinstated? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar: The time and !abour involved in the 


collection of information will not be commensurate with the 
advantage aimed at. 


PUNITIVE POLICE POSTS IN ROHTAK DISTRICT. 


*351, Shri Sher Singh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state :— 


(a) the number of villages where punitive police posts were 
set up in the year 1951-52 in Rohtak District along with 
the total expenditure incurred on them; 


(b) the amount realised in the form of punitive tax from 


the people of these villages ? 
Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) On 71 villages. The total expenditure incurred on them 
so far amounts to Rs. 1,34,704/10/6. 


(b) Rs. 16,820/- so far. 


Shri Dev Kaj Sethi: How much money remains to be 
recovered ? 


Chief Minister: I require notice for it. 


——-—— seem 


REVIVING OF LHE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEES 
IN THE STATE. 


+371. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government intend; to revive the Public 
Relations Committees in all the districts of the State which existed 
during the regime of Sachar Ministry in the year 1949? 
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Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : Yes, their personnel will now be :— 
Deputy Commissioner (Chairman Ex-officio) 
Additional District Magistrate (Secretary Ex-officio.) 
Members (Official). 
(1) Superintendent of Police. 
(2) All Departmental Officers in the district. 
«Non-offcial). 


(3) All Members of the Punjab Legislative Assembly and 
the Punjab Legislative Council elected from the 
district. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: What would be the functions of these 
committees? 


Chief Minister: These committees will meet once a month and 
will make it possible for officials and the non-officials to come closer 
to each other and exchange views with regard to the grievances of 


the people. This will obviate the necessity of sending the complaints 


direct to the Ministers who have again to send them to the local 
officials for report. Thus the complaints of the public will be disposed 
of without unnecessary delay and they will be able to get redress of 
their grievances very soon. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: May I know if the committees will be 


entrusted with any executive duties? 


Chief Minister; These committees will only make recommenda- 
tions to the Government about the action to be taken in a particular 
case. 

Shr, Prabodh Chandra: Supposing, in a certain case, there is a 
difference of opinion between the Deputy Commissioner and the 
overwhelming majority of the committee, then what procedure will 
be adopted to dispose of that case? 


Chief Minister: This is a hypothetical question. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will these committees deal with cases of 
corruption, etc? 


| | 
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| ' Chief Minister: Yes. If any complaint of this nature comes 
before them they will certainly deal with it. 


gt 
—-- Be — -@ P | id 4 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Who will be the official members of this 
committee? Will they be the Heads of the different branches of 
the district administration or any gazetted officers? 


Chief Minister: they will be the heads ot the various 
department sin the district. 


Rai Raghuvir Singh: Are these committees meant for districts 
only or sub-divisions also? , à 


Chief Minister: For districts only. 


Shri Sri Caand : Will these committees include only Congress ` 
M. L. A’s or all M. L. A’s? 


Chief Minister: All the M. L. A’s and M. L. C’s irrespective of 
their political affiliations will be the members of these committees. 


S. FAUJA SINGH S/o S. AMAX SINGH OF VILLAGE MAHLAN 
WALA, DISTRICT AMRITSAR. 


*379. Sardar Gopal Singh: Wil! the Minister for Development 
be pleased to state:— 


(a) whether S. Fauja Singh s/o S. Amar Singh and two 
brotbers of Fauja Singh of village Mahlanwala, district 
Amritsar, applied for help as political sufferers; 


(b) whether it is a fact that while two brothers of S. Fauja | 
Singh have been given land, the above mentioned Fauja 
Singh has been denied this concession; if so, the reasons 4 
for this discrimination? f 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: 


(a) Yes. (The correct particulars in our record are S. Fauja 
Singh s/o S. Amar Singh, village Illanwala, tehsil Ajnala, <A 
district Amritsar). 


(b) (i) Yes. . ° 
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(ii' It has been decided to make allotment of land for the 

present to those political sufferers whose claims have 
| been verified and who had undergone 5 or more years 
imprisonment or any other higher form of sufferings. 
The claim of S. Fauja Singh does not fall under this 
ars category, as he has undergone only about 1} years’ 
Tà imprisonment while the claims of his two brothers 
A fulfil the above condition. The case of S. Fauja Singh 
for allotment of land will be considered along with 
other pending claims from politica! sufferers still to be 
verified. 


RECRUIIMENT OF CLERKS IN THE OFFICE OF DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONER, LUDHIANA. 


*424. Sardar Shamshor Sngh: Will the Chief Minister be pleased 
to state: -— 


(a) the total number of clerks recruited by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Ludhiana, in his office since, 1947; 


(b) the names of such persons together with their qualifica- 
tions? 


Shri Bhim Sain Sachar : 


(a) No clerk has been recruited by the Deputy Commissioner, 
Ludhiana since 1947. 


mme ` 
p (bì) Does not arise. 


ANNUAL INCREMENT OF SUB-INSPECTOR OF POLICE. 


*476. Shri Banarsi Dass Gupta: Will the Chief Minister be 
~ pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Assitant Sub-Inspector 
of Police gets an annual increment of Rs. 2/- while the Head 
i Constable who is junior to him gets Rs. 3/- annually; if so; the 

reasons therefor ? > 
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Shri Bhirn Sen Sachar: Yes; the rate of annual increment 
in each grade is fixed on merits keeping also in view the minimum 


and the maximum of the grade. 


ee Se: CR, 


d ' 
. TAKING INTEREST IN GENERAL ELECTIONS BY 


GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES IN THE STATE. 


- 


*477. Shri Banarsi Dass Gupta: Will the Chief Minister be 


pleased to state the total number of Government servants against 


whom action has been taken for interfering in the last general 
elections ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 23 public complaint , mostly of a vague 
nature, were received. The allegations made in cases so far 


investigated have not been substantiated. Enquiries into others 
are still proceeding. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: In how many cases hs the enquiry 
been completed and in how many cases is it yet going on ? 


Chief Minister: The information has already been given in 
the reply. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: The hon. Chief Minister has stated that in 
some cases it has been completed and ia some it has not been 
completed He has used the word ‘some.’ Will he kindly tell the 
exact number. 


Chief Minister; While going through the reply, I ‘o not 
find anything to which a definite reply has not been given. 


RED CROSS MELA AT AMRITSAR. 


*489, Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Will the Chief Minister be 
pleased to state ;— 


(a) whether any Red Cross Society Mela as held in the 


month of May, 1952 at Amritsar; if so, its date; 


N 
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(b) whether any funds were collected for this mela by the 
officers of various Departments and their staff; if so, 


the total amount so collected; 


(c) (i) whether any booklet with 10 parchis of one rupee 
each were got printed and the same given to the 
Magistrates, Revenue Officers, Civil Supplies Officers, 


Police Officers, Patwaris with directions by Shri D. D. 
Sharma, Additional District Magistrate, Amritsar to 


collect funds from the public ? 


Shri Bhim Sen Sachar : 


(a) Yes. The Red Cross Mela was held on the 24th, 25th and 
26th May, 1952, under the auspices of the District 
Red Cross Society and was inaugurated by the Chief 
Minister, Punjab, who is also the Chairman of the 
State Branch of the Red Cross Society. 


(b) Yes. The total collections amounted to Rs. 45,000/-. 


£c) It is correct that booklets, containing 10 admission 
tickets of the price of Rs. 1/- each, for adults and other 
tickets of annas eight and four each for women and 
children respectively were got printed and sent to 
Magistrates, Revenue Officers and certain other 
departments for sale to the public, on a strictly 
voluntary basis. No tickets were. sent for sale to the 
officers of the Civil Supplies or the Police departments. 


The Addtional District Magistrate, Amritsar, was in general 
charge of the Mela. Unde: paragraph 3.29 of tne District Office 
Manual, Govern. nent Servants are authorised to associate themselves 
with the raising or receiving of subscriptions for the Red Cross Society. 


Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Is the Chief Minister not of the 
opinion that by coupelling the people to buy these tickets for the 
fair these officers have brought a bad name to the Congress 
Government ? | 


Chief Minister: There has not been any case of compulsion. 
I ask the hon. Lady Member to inform me of any such caSe that 
has Come to her knowledge. 
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Shrimati Parkash Kaur: Is it not a fact that this fair was 


held at the initiative of the Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar on the 
eve of his retirement in order, as the public says, to win appreciation? 


Chief Minister: The hon. Lady Member fully knows that this 


fair is held every year. 


ene cae en ee 


| í ' 
LAND BROUGHT UNDER CULTIVATION UNDER THE UTILISATON à 
OF WASTE LANDS ACT IN THE STATE. 


* 262. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Development 


oo \ 


be pleased to state :— 


(a) the total area of land, district-wise brought under 
cultivation under the Utilisation of Waste Lands Act up to 
ist June, 1952 in the State together with land revenue 
and other income that has accrued to the Government 
on that account; 


b) the area of State-owned land, district-wise, not so far leased 
out under the said Act and the reasons therefor ; 


(c) the private land-owners’ cultivable area, district-wise, to 
which the aforesaid Act is applicable ; | 


(d) the approximate period within which all the cultivable 
land will be broken up and brought under cultivation 


under the aforesaid Act ; 


(e) the measures such as irrigation, mechanised farming and 
loans for implements, adopted by the Government to help ~ag 
the lessees in cultivating such lands ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : Information is available at present 
up to the 30th April, 1952 as follows :— 


(a) (1) District. Area cultivated. 
Hissar — , 
Rohtak 8494 m 
Gurgaon 684 ` 
Karnal 6899 : 
Ambala 12713 ü 
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Kangra 3550 
Hoshiarpur 395 
Jullundur — 
eo Ludhiana. 523 
Ferozepore. == 
- : Amritsar. 3208 
Gurdaspur 2866 
a (ii) Information about land revenue and other income 
i is not readıly available. 
(b) Nil. The Act does not apply to State-owned land. 
= i (c) District. Area in acres. 
Hissar 46500 
Rohtak 29366 
Gurgaon 47963 
Karnal 390525 
Ambala 21584 
° Kangra. 39472 
Hoshiarpur. 89968 
Jullundur. 66608 
Ludhiana. 731 
Ferozepore. 6989 
Amritsar. 15315 ci 
Gurdaspur. 20619 
(d) In accordance with the terms of lease, the owners and 
lessees are required to break half of that waste land 
within a period ranging from 6 to 11 months, but in view 
of failure of rains, this time-limit has been extended up to 
the 30th September, 1952. It is not possible to foresee 
i the period during which all waste lands would be broken. 
| (e) Like ordinary cultivators, the lessees can take loans for 
= sinking of wells and get the tractors of the Agriculture 
Department on hire. No special funds have been 
earmarked for lessees, 
re 7 
s e 
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CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS IN THE STATE | 


* 308. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister for Develop- | 
ment be pleased to state whether the Government has considered the 
advisability of completing the work of consolidation of holdings in the 
areas selected for community projects in the State; if so, the steps 
so far taken by the Government to ensure the same with particular ° 
reference to Faridabad Project? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : ~ | 
First part... ...... Yes, A 


Second part........... Government proposes to start 
consolidation of Holdings 
operations in Ballabgarh Tehsil, 
which includes Faridabad. 


SELECTION OF COMMUNITY PROJECT CENTRES IN THE STATE. 


* 352. Shri Sher Singh : Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) criterion for the selection of community project centres 
in the State ; 


(b) whether there is any Committee or Board which is 
responsible for fixing such a criterion or there is one 


officer or a group of officers who do it; if so, the personn: Ì 
of such Committees or Boards (official and non-official); 


i 


(c) whether the State Government have any hand in the 
selection of centres and blocks and the particular items to 
be taken up in a centre ? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon : 


(a) Availability of irrigation facilities or assured rainfall, 
likelihood of getting fresh irrigation, re-settlement of e 
displaced persons, location of project areas so as to fit in 
a programme of intensive development of the entire State. . 
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(b) The criteria have been laid down by the Planning 
Commission who act as the Central Committee for the 


Project. 


(c) The centres are selected by the Central Committee on the 
recommendation of the State Government. A State 
Development Committee, with the Chief Minister as 
Chairman and most of the other Ministers and the 
Financial Commissioner, Development, as members, has 
been set up to supervise the working of the Community 
Projects scheme in the Punjab which will be on the lines 
of the model scheme prepared by the Government of 
India, with suitable modifications to suit local conditions, 


LAND TO HARIJANS FOR CULTIVATION IN THE STATE. 


*534. Sardar Khem Singh: Will the Minister for Develop- 
ment be pleased to state the steps taken by the Punjab Government 
to give land to Harijans for their cultivation in the State? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: Government has not made any 
distinction between the Harijan tenants and other tenants.’ They 
have grouped these two together as a class of landless tenants. 
But for the sake of information to my hon. Friends, I may say 
that out of 2862 acres of waste lands leased so far to landless 
tenants in Karnal District, the Harijans have taken on lease 1617 
acres. For landless tenants in Gurgaon, Ferozepur and Hissar, 
the area reserved so far is 5267 acres. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Has any land been reserved for the 
Harijans tenants in Rohtak District? 


Minister: How does it arise? The main question relates 
to the whole of the Punjab. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: It does arise. The district of Rohtak 
is comprised in the Punjab? 


Minister : I require notice for this question. 
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SHAMILAT LAND FOR HARIJANS IN THE STATE. 


+535. Sardar Khem Singh : Will the Minister for Developmcnt be 
pleased tostate the decision taken by the Punjab Government in 
regard to the shamilat land to be made common to Harijans as well in 


the State? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: The proposal for the grant of 
proprietary rights to non-proprietary classes (including Harijans) 
in respect of shamilat lands in villages is under the consideration of 
the Government. 


Sardar Khem Singh: Will the Minister for Development be 
pleased to state when this policy will be finalised? 


Minister: I hope it will be finalised by the end of this 


year. 


“x. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF BIST DOAB CANAL AND EXPANSION OF 
SHAH NAHAR. 


*324. Shri Ram Kishan: Will tne Minister for Irrigation be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether the construction of Bist Doab Canal has begun; 
if so, when itis expected to irrigate land in Jullundur 
District; 


(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the negative, 
when it can be expected that Government will start 
constructing the said canal 5 


(c) whether the Government proposes to extend the Shah 
Nahar to Jullundur District; if so, when? 


Chaudhri Labri Singh : 


(a; Yes. The excavation of the Bist Doab Canal Comm- 
enced in January 1952. The canal will begin to irrigate 
land during Kharif 1954. 


(b) Does not arise. 


i 
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l (c) Survey and preparation of the Scheme of Jullundur 
me Branch of Shah Nahar Canal is in progress. The work 
a will be taken in hand as and when funds are available. 


SRS) GSE a 


INSTALLATION Of ELECTRICITY CONNECTIONS IN JULLUNDUR 
CITY. 


*502. Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Irrigation be 
al pleased to state whether it is a fact that the inhabitants of Basti 
Danishmandan and Mohalla Abadpura, Jullundur city have made 
representations to the Government for the installation of Electricity 
connections in their respective Jlagas; if so, the steps the Govern- 

ment intends taking in the matter ? 


Chaudhri Lahri Singh: The answer to the first part is in 


the negative. 


Mohalla Abadpura has already been electrified. The question 
of electrification of Basti Danishmandan will be taken up when 
sufficient load comes up in this area to justify extension of supply. 


SUGAR AND CEMENT FACTORIES IN THE STATE. 


*69. Shri Prabodh Chandra Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state whether the Government has in view any plans to 
start more sugar and cement factories in the State; if so, where 
and when? 


| 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: Sugar factories. On the basis of the 
recommendations of the Sugar Panel for the development of sugar 
industry during the post-war period, the Government of India 
allotted three sugar units to this State. The Punjab Government 
selected Sohal (District Gurdaspur), Sahnewal (District Ludhiana) 
and Sambhalka (District Karnal) for the installation of these three 
units. Private parties to whom these units were to be allotted 
| were also selected and necessary permission was granted to them 
= . to proceed with the installation of the factories. But no new 
| factories have been set up so far. The Government of India, on 
i the basis of the recommendations of the planning Commission, have 

now intimated that the establishment of new sugar factories should 
not be encouraged but instead full encouragement should be given 
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[Sardar Ujjal Singh] 
- to the uneconomic units to expand their capacity so as to reduce the 


cost of production and that full facilities should be given to those 
factories which are unfavourably located to shift to new sites in 
the same Stateor even outside where sugarcane might be more 
readily available. They have further asked the various State 
Governments to review the position and to withdraw the permission 
for the establishment of new sugar mills from parties wherever 


steps have not already been takea by the liceacees in connection 


with the construction of sugar factories or firm orders placed for 
import of machinery to start new units. The position is accordingly 
being reviewed in this State. 


Cement factories. Government have no plan in view to start 
more cement factories in the State. 


Sardar Chanan Singh : The hon. Minister has stated that no 
new sugar factories are proposed to be set up in the State for the 
present. Will he be pleased to state the steps, if any the Government 
proposes to take to dispose of the quantity of sugarcane collected 
by the cultivators ? | 


Minister: The Government would endeavour to see that those 
stocks are purchased by the mill-owners and that the cultivators are 
not made to suffer any loss. 


Sardar Achhar Singh : Is it not a fact that many of 


the factory-owners have not yet paid the price of the sugarcane to 


the cultivators ? If so, the action that the Government proposes to 


_ take to ensure payment to these poor peasants ? 


Mr. Speaker : This question does not arise. 


Sardar Achhar Singh: On a point of order, Sir. Whatever 
supplementaries are put from this side of the House, the Chair 
disallows them. What I mean to enquire is, what steps does the 
Government propose to take to ensuie that the payments are made 
to the cultivators from whom sugarcane was purchased by the mill- 


owners but for which payments were withheld ? 
Minister: I require notice for this question. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is not a fact that the Government have written to 


a Q 


1 


Origing! with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjab Digital Library 


Starred Questions and Answers (14, 23 


the Deputy Commissioner, Gurdaspur, to intimate if the people are 


willing to buy the shares of a new sugar factory proposed tobe 
installed there ? 


Minister: I haven’t got precise information on the subject 
but I have already stated in my reply that all facilities would be 
given to those factories which were unfavourably located to shift to 
new sites. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Minister has stated that in 
accordance with the recent instrutions from the Government of India 
the establishment of new sugar factories can not be encouraged but, 
at the same time, it has been declared that amenities will be provided 
to the industrialists who wish to instal sugar factories. May I know 
what is the actual policy of the Government ? Does it want to carry 
out the instructions of the Centre or have its own way of action ? 


Minister: Sir, my submission is that the establishment of new 
sugar factories can not be encouraged in accordance with the 
Government of India’s instructions but instead full facilities, if and 
when asked for, would be given to the existing factories in any part 
of India to shift to a place in the Punjab. a 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state if the Government will encourage the establishment of new 
sugar factories ? 

Chief Minister: It has already been clearly affirmed that 
the Government of India has directed us not to grant permission 
for the installation of new factories but that every possible help 
and assistance should be rendered to economise the existing factories 
in the State. Therefore, the question of setting up of new sugar 


- factories does not arise. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Sir my question is, when it is a 
fact that the Gov ernment of India have directed us not to set up 
any more sugar factories in the State, why did the Government write 
a letter to the Deputy Commissioner, Gurdaspur, enquiring about the 
number of shares that the people would be prepared to buy i in 1 order to 
setup a new sugar factory i in that area. 


Minister for Finance: In this respect, I would like to submit 
that a particular party who claims to have got a plant and is desirous 
of shifting to a new site has approached the Government. The 
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enquiries in the matter are in progress and the factory would be 
installed at a convenient place. It should not, however, be presumed 
that the factory would be set up at Gurdaspur as the preliminaries 
are still under consideration. Therefore, according to the position 
explained, the question of defying the directions of the Government 


of India does not arise. 


Sardar Chanan Singh : Is the Government aware of the fact that 
certain factory-owners who procured sugar cane from the cultivators 
are not yet clearing their dues simply on the plea that their stocks 
of sugar are lying undisposed of? If so what steps does the 
Government propose to take to ensure payment to the growers? 


Mr. Speaker: This is irrelevant . 


Minister: Sir I have already stated that I require notice for 
such a question. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the hon. Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government is contemplating any change 
in the sites already selected for the installation of the three 


sugar factories referred to above ? 


Minister . The question does not arise. 


Shri Babu Dyal; Will the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is not a fact that a sugar factory was proposed to be set 
up at Gurgaon and the necessary survey held ? 


Minister: No. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the hon. Minister be pleased to 
state whether in view of the growing demand ot cement in the 


State any new cement factory is proposed to be set up? 


Minister: The Government has no plan to start any more 
cement factories in the State at present but encOuragement and full 
facilities will be provided to the existing Bhupindra Cement Factory 
to increase its output, 
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RENT OF “VACUEE PROPERTY IN THE STATE. 


* 263. Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Will the Minister for Finance be 
leased to state :— 


(a) whether the Government have received any representations 
that the rents at present charged for the evacuee property 
in the State are generally high and that the refugees 
occupying it are unable to pay these rents ; 


(b) whether it is a fact that in towns like Gohana, Meham, 
and Jhajjar in Rohtak district, a large number of refugees 
being unable to pay rents, have left the town ; 


(c) the action taken or proposed to be taken by the Govern- 
ment in the matter ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh : 


(a) No representations have, in recent months, been received 
that the rents of evacuee property are generally high, and 
only isolated cases of individual units of the property 
have been represented to the Department. Represen- 
tations are, however, sometimes received that displaced 
persons are unable to pay the rents, a 


(b) No. 


(c) Fair Rent Re-assessment Committees were constituted in 
each urban area to advise the District Rent Officer to fix 
fair rents in respect of the evacuee property units which 
were reported to be excessively assessed. 


Instructions have been issued to district officers not to harass 
Widows and destitutes who are not in a position to pay rent and to 
recover arrears in reasonable instalments in suitable cases. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: Are these Fair Rent Assessment Committees 
still functioning ? 


Minister: No. These committees functioned for two years only 
during the period Ist April, 1950, to Ist April, 1952, They ceased 
functioning on lst April, 1952. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi: What is the procedure for the assessment 
of fair rent now ? | 
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Minister : All such cases are now disposed of by the District 
Rent Officers. a 
| Shri Dev Raj Sethi : Is there any proposal to set up a machinery 
for this purpose ? 

Minister : This matter is not unde? consideration. 

Shri Prabodh Chandra: Is it a fact that during the period of 
the’slump the Government provided some facilities to the allottees of 
factories. ‘ ~ 

- Minister: Yes. During the period of the slump, their rents were 
reduced by 50 % for three months only. 


Shri Ram Kishan: Wili the Minister be pleased to state the 
names of places where the Fair Rent Assessment Committees used to 
function ? : 


Minister: I have already stated that the committees functioned 
almost in all the districts. Their names are Ambala, Rohtak, Gurgaon, 


Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Ludhiana, Jullundur, Karnal, Ferozepur, Simla, 


Hissar, and Hoshiarpur. 


Shri Ram Kishan: Were the recommendations of these 


committees accepted and implemented ? 


Minister : Yes. The rent of 6,502 houses was reduced. 


Minister: l cannot teli off hand the number of applications 


received, 


Shri Nand Lal: Out of how many ? = 


Shri Ram Kishan: Was any recommendation made by the 


Committee at Jullundur and was it carried out ? 


Minister: Yes. The rent of 74° houses at Jullundur was = 


reduced. 


Shri Ram Kishan; How many applications were received in all? 


Minsiter: The information is not available at present. 
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UNAUTHORISED POSSESSION OF HOUSES AND SHOPS LEFT 
A BY THE MUSLIMS IN THE STATE. 


* 372 Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state :— 


(a) whether be has received any complaints from the public 
to the effect that even after the lapse of 4 or 5 years after 
the partition many evacuee houses and shops in different 
towns and villages are still in unauthorised possession ; 


(b) the steps the Government intends to take to remove these 
complaints ? | 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: 


(a) Some stray complaints to this effect have been received 
from the public from time to time- and apop ay action 
has been taken in each individual case. l 


(b) Instructions, have akay been issued that all pending 
cases relating to the unauthorised possession of urban 
property prior to Ist March, 1952, should be decided on 
merits at an early date and that such occupation should 
not in any case be recognised where the occupants entered 
into the property after Ist March, 1952. 


MOSQUES LEFT BY MUSLIMS IN THE STATE. 
* 338. Shri Jagdish Chandra: Will ihe Minister or Finance be 


m 


pleased to state :— a PHa 


j (a) the number of mosques left in the State by the evacuee 
Muslims ; 


(b) the number of mosques still unused and in possession of 
the Government ; 


(c) the steps so far taken to eject the unlawful occupants of 
these mosques ; 


< (d) the use to which the mosques are intended to be put by 
° ` the Government ? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: : Itis not in public interest to disclose 
° the information asked for. 
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CLAIMS AGAINST CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN WESI PUNJAB 


*389 Shri Jagdish Chandra: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state: — 


1 


qa) the steps taken, so far, to meet the claims of the refugees 
against the Co-operative Societies in Punjab (Pakistan); 


ra 


e LJ 
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_(b) whether the co-operative Department of the State is 
responsible for getting these claims adjusted; if so, how? 


Sardar Partap Singh Kairon: 


(a) After strenuous efforts, Government Securities of the face 
value of Rs. 41 lacs were recovered from Punjab (Pakistan) 
in 1950, These Securities were earmarked to pay 
up dues of the displaced persons (refugees) against 
Coo-perative Institutions of Punjab (Pakistan). The total 
dues were 59,81,313, The deficiency was made good by 
utilizing some of the money of Muslim evacuees left in 
some Co-operative Institutions in Punjab (India) in 
excess of the deposits of those institutions still locked up 
in Pakistan. Payments to the refugees were started on 
Ist August, 1950 through the Punjab Provincial Co-opera- 
tive Bank and the affiliated Central Cooperative Banks. 


ee oe 


The particulars of these payments are as follows:— 


(1) Total amount paid up to 20th June 1952 Rs. 46,02,578/- 


(2) Total number of claims received. 2,887 : 
a 
(3) Total number of claims paid. 2,514 È 
(4) Total number of claims under consideration 135 
(5) Total number of claims returned under 
objection. 238 
(b) Co-operative Department is morally if not legally responsible 
to get these claims adjusted and efforts to this əni T 


continue. 
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INDUSTRIAL CENTRES AT LUDHIANA. 


*390. Shri Jagdish Chandra: Will the Minister for Finance be 
pleased to state the steps so far taken by the Government to 
establish the two Industrial Centres, regarding the manufacture of 
Cycle parts and textile and hosiery goods at Ludhiana? 


Sardar Ujjal Singh: The Department of Industries has worked 
out detailed schemes showing staff, machinery, equipnient and 


expenditure required for a testing centre for the cycle parts industry | 


and a finishing centre for textile & hosiery goods at Ludhiana. The 
possibility of starting the first scheme. estimated to cost its. 34 
lacs as a state-owzed undertaking has been carefully considered by 
the Government but they found it impossible to include the scheme in 
the curtent year’s budget. The second scheme was conceived to be a 


co-operative venture jointly sponsored by the principal textile 
interests of Ludhiana. They have, however, so far been: unable to 


raise the necessary capital for the scheme amounting to Rs. six lacs, 
although the Industries Department has been trying to encourage 
them to make this investment. The scheme can be launched as soon 
as the required funds are raised for the purpose by the industrialists. 


Shri Jagdish Chandra: How long will it take to arrange for 
the finances? 

Minister: It is for my hon. Friend to arrange these finances 
with the help oi the industrialists. 


Shri Ram Kishan: May I ask the hon. Minister whether he has 
received any representation from Cycle Parts Manufacturers Associa- 


_ tion, Jullundur? 


Minister: I do’nt remember. 


we p” 


RE-INSTATEMENT OF THE MUNICIPALITIES OF JULLUNDUR, 
KARTARPUR, RAHON ANDLUDHIANA _ 


*325. Shri Ram Kishan: Will the Minister for Local 


Government be pleased to state when the Government propeses to 
Te-instate: 
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[Shri Ram Kishan] ‘ 
(i) the Jullundur City Municipality 


(ii) the Kartarpur Municipality 
(iii) the Rahon Municipality; and 
(iv) the Ludhiana Municipality? 


Pandit Shri Ram Sharma: 


(i) The Government proposes to review the position ot 
Jullundur Municipality with a view to reconstituting it 
after one year from the date of its supersession. 


(ii) Kartarpur Municipal Committee has been re-constituted 
for the purposes of next general elections to this Committee 
and with effect from the date of the publication of the 
results thereof in the Gazette. 


(iii) The Government proposes to review the position of Rahon 
Municipality in March, 1£53 with a view to recnostituting 
it. 

(iv) Ludhiana Municipal Committee has been reconstituted 
for the purposes of next general elections to this 


Committee and with effect from the date of publication 
of the results thereof in the Gazette. 


Shri Ram Kishan: May I know why the Jullundur Municipality 
was suspended? 


Minister : Because its work was not satisfactory. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Is the hon. Minister prepared to 
institute an enquiry in this respect? 


Minister: The municipality was suspended as a reusits of 
an enquiry. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: MayI ask the hon. Minister whether it 
Was not sufficient to take action against the one or two persons at 
fault. 


Mr. Speaker: This question does not arise. 


t% 


— e @» — 
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Shri Ram Kishan: Is the hon. Minister aware that if action 
i is taken against one or two persons it serves aS an eye-opener to 
~ the others? 


j Mr. Speaker: It doesn’t arise. 


Shri uati Sita Devi: May Iask the hon. Minister that if the 
charges were not of a serious nature why was the municipality 
suspended? 


ad Minister: No doubé the charges were ordinary, but the 
number of members involved was very large. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Will the hon. Minister be prepared to 
place a copy of the charges on the Table of the House? 


Minister: I require notice for that. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: Does it mean that if the number of- 
persons involved in a crime is large, it is not considered to be an- 
offence? | 


Minister: Of course it is a crime but the punishment is given 
according to the nature of the crime. 


RECRUITMENT OF INSPECTORS ETC. IN THE CIVIL SUPPLIES 
AND RATIONING DEPARTMNT IN LUDHIANA DISTRICT 


*42> Sardar Shamsher Singh: Will the Minister for Local 
r Government be pleased to state :— 


7 


(a) the total number of Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Clerks, 
> Enquiry Officers, recruited in the Civil Supplies and 
Rationing Department in Ludhiana District since 1947: 


(a) the names of such persons together with their qualifications 
Pandit Shri Ram Sharma : 


a (a). Two hundred and three. 


(b) Two statements are laid on the Table. + 


eS ne a, 


a f kept in the Library. E 
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SCARCITY OF DRINKING WATER IN, SHAHPUR KANDI 


AND ADJOINING AREAS. A 


*72 Shri Prabodh Chandra: Will the. Minister for Education 
be pleased to state the steps taken by the Government to remove 


the’ Scarcity of drinking water from Shahpur Kandi and adjoining 


areas in Pathankot Tehsil ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: In view of the fact that the rough forecast 
of the cost of a scheme for the removal of scracity of drinking water 


from Shahpur Kandi and adjoining areas in Patbankot Tehsil was — 


estimated at Rs. 16 lakhs, it was considered necessary to test the 
yield of existing wells witha view to verifying whether a cheaper 
scheme based on such wells as the source of supply could not be 
adopted. Funds required by the Public Health Engineering 
Department to carry out the necessary yield tests have been placed 
at their disposal and it will be possible to formulate plans on: receipt 
of the result of the preliminary investigation by the Department. 


Shri Prabodh Chandra : In view of the fact that the Government 
gave this very assistance two years back, will the Government please 
say as to how much time the scheme will take to materialise ? 


Minister: We shall try to implement it as early as possible. 


SHORTAGE OF DRINKING WATER IN HISSAR 
AND GURGAON DISTRICTS. 


* 309. Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: Will the Minister for Educa- 
tion be pleased to state :— 


(a) whether he is aware that parts of Hissar and Gurgaon 
Distiicts experience serious shortage of drinking water 
both for human and the cattle during summer every. year; 


(b) the steps, if any, the Government proposes to take in this 
connection ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 


(a) Yes. 
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(b) Government, through the Sanitary Board sanctioned 
grants-in-aid to the extent of Rs. 1,41,413/- during the 
last four years with a view to removing the shortage of 
drinking water in Hissar and Gurgaon districts. Besides 

- this, a sum of Rs. 97,968/- was placed at the disposal 

~ of the Director of Panchayats, Punjab, during the year 

1951-52, for improvement of water supply and sanitation 

conditions in panchayat villages of this State, including 

water scarcity areas in these two districts. Further, a 

sum of Rs. 3 lakhs is usually placed at the disposal 

p of the Sanitary Board each year for distribution of grants- 

l in-aid to local bodies for water supply and sanitation 
schemes. An additional sum of rupees eight lakhs is 
proposed to be placed at the disposal of the Panchayat 
Department during this year for being utisized for similar 
purposes in rural areas and this will be further supple- 
mented with a part of the money collected by the 
Panchayats for the same object. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht: How much money out of this has 
been earmarked for Gurgaon ? 

Minister: I require notice to answer this question. 

Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht; May I ask the Government whether 
they have granted permission to fill the village ponds with canal 
water ? 


Minister: I require notice for this also. 


e . CURRICULA AND SYLLABI FOR THE PRIMARY AND Beer. 
CLASSES IN THE STATE. rey 
* 323 Shri Ram Kishan: Will the Minister ir Education be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Advisory Board of Books 
had decided about the curricula and syllabi for the primary and the 
secondary classes in the State; if so, a copy of the same be laid on the 
Table of the House ? 
me Shri Jagat Narain: Yes. A copy of the syllabi is laid on the 
Table” 
« a 
* Kept in the Libary. Í 
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GRANT-IN-AID TO DISTRICT BOARD SCHOOLS OF 
HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT. 


* 

* 402 Raji Hari Chand: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state whether the Government is aware of the fact that the 
District Board, Hoshiarpur moved the Government by a certain 
resolution to raise the Educational grant-in-aid from 60% to 90 % and 
this resolution was rejected by the Government in spite of the 
recommendations of the sub-committee formed for the revision of 
such grants ; if so, whether the Government will again review its 
decision in view of the fact that without this increase the District 
Board is not capable of opening the new schools in the District 
resulting in debarring a great section of the population from 
getting primary educational facilities from the District Board ? 


Shri Jagat Narain : 
1. Yes. 


2. The recommendations of the committee set up by the 
Government for reviewing the system of grants to local 
bodies for vernacular education are being considered by it. 


INCREASE IN FARES. 


* 458, Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: Will the Minister for Education 
be pleased to state whether the bus fares per mile have been increased 
by the Government since 1949 in the State, if so, the reasons therefor ? 


Shri Jagat Narain: Thereply to the first part is‘No’. The 
second part does not arise. 


PURCHASE OF PETROL FOR THE GOVERNMENT BUSES 
IN THE STATE 


*459 Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: Will the Minister for Education 
be pleased to state:— 


(a) whether the Government purchases its requirements of 
petrol for State buses from its own petrol pumps, if not, 
from what other agencies; | 
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~ (b) whether the Government pays sales tax on the purchase 
ka of petrol for Government buses; 


(c) the amount of sales tax which would ordinarily be 
on the total purchases of petrol if the same was to be 
payable purchased by parties other than the Government? 


Td 


Shri Jagat Narain: 


(a) Yes. However, if at any time there is a break-down of 
Be the consumer petrol pump of the Service’ or when it 
j is not possible to obtain petrol supplies direct from the 
Service pump in view of dead mileage involved," “it is 

purchased from private petrol dealers. 


(b) Yes. 


(c) Question does not arise. If the total purchases of petrol 
had been made by the parties other than the Government 
the amount. of Sales tax payable woujd have been the 


same, as was actually paid by the Government. 


ACCIDENTS TO STATE BUSES 


*460. Shri Kedar Nath Saigal; ‘ Will' the Minister for Education 
be pleased to state: — 


(a) the total number of accidents in which the Government 
buses were involved in the years 1949-50, 1950-51, 
1951-52; 


r, 


(b) the number of accidents which resulted in fatal injuries 
to the persons travelling in the buses during the period 
mentioned in part (a) above; 


(c) the number of the accidents which resulted in fatal 
injuries to lower class passengers; 


(d) the compensation, if any, paid by the Government to the 
í victims of such accidents in the State? 


Shri Jagat Narain: 
. (a) 1949—50 9 
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[Minister for Education] 


1950—51 8 
1951—52 28 
(b) 1949—50 3 
1950—51 2 
1951—52 5 


(c) Same as in (b) above. 


(dj Rs. 500/- so far, 


PROVINCIALIZATION OF CIVIL DISPENSARY AT THANESAR 


*475, Shri Banarsi Dass Gupta: Will the Minister for Education 


be pleased to state whether the Civil Dispensary at Thanesar has been 
provincialised; if not, the reasons therefor? 


Shri Jagat Narain: No. The provincialisation of hospitals and 
dispensaries is carried out On certain conditions being fulfiled by 


the local bodies concerned. As the District Board, Karnal, was not 
agreeable to fulfil one of the conditions, viz., repairs to the dispensary 
buildings at a cost of Rs. 13,300/- before handing them over to 
Government, the question of the provincialisation of the said 
dispensary could not be considered by the Government. 


Shri Banarsi Dass Gupta: {s the hon. Minister aware of the 
fact that an assurance was held out by the Government that those 
dispensaries will he provincialized in the near future? 


Minister: Whatever information I had I have supplied to the 
hon. Member. If he wishes to have more information, he may take the 
trouble of giving a fresh notice. 


PURCHASE OF MEDICINES BY PATIENTS IN CIVIL HOSPITALS 


_ “536, Sardar Khem Singh: Will the Minister for Education be 
pleased to state :-— 


(a) whether the patients admitted in General Wards of 
Civil Hospitals in the State have to purchase “¢tertain 
medicines from the market; if so, upto what extent; 


i 
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(b) whether the out-door patients have to purchase mostly 
the medicines from the market; if so, to what extent? 


ad Shri Jagat Narain: fa) Yes; to the extent of only those 

medicines which though on the Priced Vocabulary List, have not 

- been supplied for the time being by the Medical Store Depot or 

` which have run out of stock temporarily in a hospital and also those 
medicines whick are not on the Friced Vocabulary List. 


s 
r (b) As under (a) above. 
p a a n 
DEMAND FOR GRANT 
Miscellaneous 
Minister for Finance: (Sardar Ujjal Singh): Sir, I beg to 
move— 

That asum not exceeding Rs. 2,01 72,000 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that have or will come in the course of 
payment for the year 1952—53 in respect of Miscellanious. 

Mr. Speaker: Motion moved— 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,01,72.090 be granted to the Governor 
to defray the charges that have or will come in the course of 
payment for the year 1952—53 in respect of Miscellaneous. 

In this connection, I would like to point out that notices of 
32 cut motions in respect of this Demand have been received and 
J the same will as usual be deemed to have been moved and will, 
a pe therefore, be discussed along with the main motion. 
1. Sardar Achhar Singh : 
2. Sardar Chanan Singh: That the item of Rs. 13,83,850/- on 
account of Expenditure on rehabilita- 
tion be reduced by Rs. 100{- 
3. Shri Nand Lal : 
4, Shrimati Parkash Kaur: That the itemof Rs. 57,85,490/- on 
be account of Relief of Refugees be 
; reduced by Rs. 100/- | 
5, Shri Dev Rai Sethi: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
@ 
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. Shrimati Sita Devi That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 
Shri Benarsi Dass Gupta : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


. Shri Chandi Ram Verma : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Shrimati Sita Devi: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. i00/ . 
Rai Hari Chand: That the Demand be reduced by Re. 1/-. 

Shri Ram Kishan: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 190/-. 
Sardar Waryam Singh : That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
Jathedar Mohan Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 190/.- 


Shri Jagdish Chandra: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 251/-. 
Shri Abhai Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 


Shrimati Sita Devi: That the De:nand be reduced by Rs. 100/- 
Shri Ram Chandra: That the Demand be reduced by Re. nil. 


Shri Dev Raj Anand: That the Demand be reduced by, Rs. 200/- 
Shrimati Shanno Devi: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: 
Sardar Gopal Singh Khalsa; That the Demand be reduced by 


Rs. 100/- 
Sadar Shamsher Singh: 


Shri Gurdatt Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Chaudhri Mohd Yasin Khan: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/- 


Chaudhri Mohd, Yasin Khan; That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. 


Sardar Hari Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 109/-. 


Shri Daulat Ram Sharma: That the Demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100/-. 


Shri Ram Sarap: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 10€/-. 


Rai Raghuvir Singh: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100r-. 


ta 
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30. Shri Teg Ram: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Ge. 31. Shri Baloo Ram: 
82. Shri Kesho Dass: That the Demand be reduced by Rs. 100/-. 


Mr. Speaker: Now, I call upon Sardar Ajmer Singh to initiate the 


discussion. 


> 
3 


Sardar Ajmer Singh (Samrala) (Punjabi): Sir; this Demand 

for Rs. 2,03,72,C00 includes expenditure to be inucrred by the 

è Government on the displaced persons. As far as I can see, 

rehabilitation of the refugees is an important matter because nearly 

one-fifth of the people in the State are displaced persons. Out of 

a population of one crure twenty-five lakhs, twenty-six lakhs of 

j persons are refugees who have come over from the other side of the 

border. In spite of the fact that five years have elapsed, the 

problem of their resettlement still confronts us. These people are the 

blood of our blood and the flesh of our flesh. They are also 

Punjabis like us and they have the same culture as ours But it 

is a matter of deep regret that our Government has not been able 

to rehabilitate them during the last five years in a satisfactory manner. 

They have been asked time and again to shift from one 

place to another. Even those who got settled have not been able 

to find pace of mind and satisfaction. They have not been 

provided with the minimum amenities that an ordinary human being 

requires for an ordinary mode of living. The standard of living of 

these people who have come from Western Pakistan was higher 

than thatof original residents of East Punjab. We don’t grudge 

ke? them their mode of living in any way, nor have we any desire to 

ü lower it. But wedo press upon the Government the necessity of 

providing them at least the bare necessities of life. So far, it has 

p failed to do so although a peried of five years has passed by. In 

my opinion, the Government should realize its responsibility towards 

them. Asa matter of fact, the displaced persons are not to be 

blamed for what happened after the partition of the country. It is 

the Congress Government and its communal outlook that is 
responsible for the partition and its after-effects. 

p 


: Minister for Public Works: Was not Master Tara Singh a. 
party to this decision ? 


e 
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Sardar Ajmer Singh: No. He was not a party to it. The | | 


decision to draw a line across the map of the Punjab was arrived ` 
at by the Congress Party in consultation with the British Government wa 
| at Dehli. The line which divides Punjab was... < l 
>Z Mr Speaker: Is the hon. Member quite relevant? This š 
! matter has been settled once for all and it is no use discussing it. * 
The hon Member should contine his remarks to the motion under , 
| consideration. " 
| Shri Prabodh Chandra: The hon. Member........ 
i ~ 
i i Sardar Ajmer Singh: I will be coming to the subject matter * 


| | under discussion in a moment. Please have patience with me for just 
two minutes 


Shri Prabodh Chandra: Ona point of order, Sir. Is the hon. 
Member in order in asking the Chair to have patience ? 


Sardar Ajmer Singh : I did not ask the Chair to have patience. 
I only asked my hon. Friend, who interrupted, to do so. 


Mr. Speaker : But the hon. Member is supposed to address 


_ the Chair. 

| Sardar Ajmer Singh: Sir, we have every respect tor the 

| Chair. . 
| Shri Prabodh Chandra: This is a lie. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Sir, is the hon. Member using parlia- 
mentary language ? 


A Mr. Speaker : Of course, it is absolutely unparliamentary. 


Sardar Ajmer Singh: Sir, I was saying that it was the p Ae 
responsibility of the Government to compensate the refugees fully ~ 
: for the losses suffered by them. As a result of the partition small 
doles are not going to satisfy them. As a matter of fact, all the q 
y inhabitants of this country should be asked to contribute towards 
i a fund for their relief Even ifall the Punjabis are asked to pay 
for it a‘ the rate of Rs. 5/- per head, the amount collected will be 
appreciable. We are ready to pay such a tax for the relief of 
' the displaced persons. But my view is that all the persons living Sa 
in India should be taxed for this purpose. It is the responsibility ` 
of the Government and it should not shirk it. In fact the displaced 
persons should be fully compensated, from whatever quarter the 
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Money necessary for this purpose comes. The cuts which our 
Government has imposed while making alloiment of land are quite 

unjustified. Full compensation should have been given in the first 

instance. Ifthere was to be any imposition of cuts it should have 
been applied later on, on the displaced as well as on the non-displaced 
land lords. Those persons who have been given lands in the ‘Bet’ 
area in lieu of vast tracts of land they have left in Pakistan have been 
hit hard. Sir, I beg to submit that the Government should realize 
its responsibility’ towards the displaced persons and it should put 
every possible pressure upon the Government of India to make it accept 
the suggestion of levying a tax on all the inhabitants of the country. 
There can be no better charitable purpose than this. 


When the Government imposed a cut in the matter of 
allotment of lands, it was said that the imposition of a pro- 
portianate cut was unavoidable because the area of land left by 
Muslims was much less than that abandoned by Hindu and Sikh 
refugees in West Punjab. This being so I think that atleast the 


= evacuce property in this State should have been held as a trust by our 


Government for displaced perSons. All of it should have been utilised 
for compensating the displaced persons. But what we actually see 
is that if the Government required some land for starting agricultural 
farms, industrial centres, capital project or other institution, it 
utilised the unallotted evacuee land. What the government should 


have done is that in the first instance all the evacuee land should have 


been allotted to the displaced persons and then it might have acquired 
it for such purposes from them on payment of coinpensation. Lakhs 
of acres of land which should have been allotted to these people 
have been put to other uses by the Government. A part of evacuee 
land has been given to new refugees as compensation for the lands 
acquired by the Government from them. Similarly, a number of 
evacuee houses in the towns are being used for Government purposes. 
These also should have been allotted to the refugees and then acquired 
if necessary, on payment or compensation, Lakhs of acres of land 
belonging to Muslim evacuees have not been allotted so far. It was 
the duty of the Government to redeem the mortgaged evacuee land 


by paying the mortgage rooney and to allot it to the displeced land. 
owners. ‘hen, Sir, the people of ‘Bet’ area deserve special. considera- 


tion. In this area, some of tie lands are so inferior that not more 
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than ten or twenty maunds of foodgraims are yielded by an area of ` 
100 or 200 bighas. 


doing any good to the people. When a villager applies for a taccavi 

loan, the Patwari, the Girdwar, the Naib Tehsildar and the Tehsildar 

have to report on his application. After pleasing the village Patwari, 

the applicant has to pay a number of visits to the Tehsil headquarters. r 
for getting a loan of fifty. or sixty rupees, he has to spend about 

twenty five or thrity rupees. The Government can remove this 
difficulty of the villages by arranging the distribution of these loans 

in the villages. The Revnue Assistants. Tehsildars and their staff 

can go to the villages and distribute money among to the 
deserving applicants. Many villagers do not know that the 

money advanced by the Government has got to be returned. 

As a, matter of fact, the policy of our Goveinment is ruining the 
displaced land-owners instead. of rehabilitating them. A large number 

of, farmers who have not yet been able to make their two ends meet , 
are being asked to repay the loans. In many cases, attachment 

orders have been issued against and penalities imposed on such people. 

Is this the way of rehabilitating displaced persons ? The Government 

should either convert these loans into grants or postpone their 


” 

eT -$ 

The method of giving loans and grants is such that it is not 4 
= 

~% 

S 


recovery. 


Another thing to which I wish to draw the attention of the ; 
Government is that the urban refugees have not been properly i 
resettled but at the same time it cannot be denied that their condition : 
is comparatively better than that of rural displaced persons. Many 
urban refugees got loans from the Government and started business, P 
They are in a position to earn their livelihood buta large number of : 
rural refugees are still unsettled. These people and especially those 
settled in the Bet area deserve special consideration from the Govern- a 
ment. The productivity of most of the land in the Bet area is very 
low and there are no houses to live in. During the rainy season a 
large portion of these lands remains under water and even afterwards 


there areso many mosquitoes that it is impossible to live there. Anal 
There are no schools in this area and the means of communication 
are very poor. If possible, the people of this area should be settled ° 
at some other place. Special attention should be paid to Mochhiwara E 
and Sidhwan Bet areas. There used to be a High School in Mochhiwara. ô 
(S e 
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it Wa un by the Muslims, who have migrated to Pakistan. As the 
refugees who have settled there were unable to meet its running 
expenses and the cost of repairs of the damaged rooms of the school, it 
has been reduced to a Middle Schools by the Government. How does 
the Government expect these uprooted people to provide the 
necessary funds. Such conditions should be waived in the case of 
displaced persons. 


To add to the difficulties of the displaced rural. people, they 
have been included in the | definition of the terms ‘Land owner’ 
under the Punjab Tenants (Security of Tenure) Act. 1952. Is it 
not unfair to apply the provision of this Act to these persons who 
have no proprietary rights over the lands allotted to them, and: cannot 
alienate ‘them? They are being subjected to the restriction;of this 
Act in respect of land over which they have. no rights of ownership. 
I shall request the Government to give the right of. ownership to the 
allottees of evacuce land, as early as possible. If the Government has 
genuine sympathy with these people, it should give them their rights. 
They should be given full compensation for their losses so that they 
may not have to knock about from one place to another. They are 
our own brethren and the Government should give them the 
maximum help in the matter of rehabilitation. 


Chaudhri Mohd. Yasin Khan (Ferozepur Jhirka) (Hindi): Sir, 
the subject is vast but the time is short and, therefore, I shall have 
to compress what I want to say. Ishall only refer to the shortcom- 
ings of the Government in the work of resettlemet of displaced persons. 


A very large number of those who have been settled in Faridabad 
Township owned houses and lands in N. W. F. P. This Government 
has allotted them neither houses nor lands and all the money spent on 
their rehabilitation has been provided by the Government of India. 
No arrangements have becn made for their livelihood for the past 
several months and many of them are without work. If really our 
State Government did not feel any obligation of alloting lands to 
those helpless people, why at all did it allow them to settle on 
territory within its jurisdiction? All that. there people have got is a 


room or two and no landi'has been allotted-to them. Amongst these 


e — refugees, there are some families who have been allotted land but they 


° @ 
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have been given small strips, in some cases fifty miles apart, as.a, 
result of which joint families have been broken up and close relations 


a 
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separated from each other. Hoping that many other hon Members s 


. will dwell on this matter, I leave it here. 


I now advert to the Muslims who have been rendered homeless 
and landless though all the time they have been living here in India. 
So far as } know arrangements for the resettlement of displaced _ 
Muslims have been made in District Gurgaon and in the ilaga of ” 
Buria in Ambala. Itis amazing that no effort has so far been made 
or is proposed to be made to rehabilitate such Muslims in other ~ 
districts as have been rendered homeless while they were all the time 
living in India despite the fact that the Government had announced 
that its policy was that displaced Muslims would be treated at par ' 
with the displaced persons coming from West Punjab. So far, it has 
not been specified as to whom and by what date they should apply 
for restoration of their lands and houses. There is no knowing on 
what lucky date the Government will invite applications from them 
in this connection. Five years have nearly elapsed. How much 
longer will they have to wait? Iam here reminded of the story of a 
Faqir who would not tell his newly appointed chela (disciple) any 
thing and after a lapse of six years the Fagir told the discjple that ‘Gilsafa’ 
was another name for ‘Phaori’ with which he used to clear the refuse of 
the horse. I wonder if this Government is also waiting for the sixth 
year to elapse and only after that it willname the date. In this 
category come thousands of Muslim families of this State who have 
been carrying on business in other parts of the country for the past 
several generations and whom the Partition has without their moving . 
from their places rendered homeless and deprived them of their 
ancestral property. 


io 


Leaving the case of Jagadhri Tehsil to other Friends I revert 
to District Gurgaon. Let me first tell you, Sir, something = 
about the Census of Meos held in 1948, The anouncement about 
the holding of this Census on 3rd and 5th July was made at the 
Tehsil Headquarters on. Ist July, 1948 i. e, at two days notice. 

In many villages, no enumeiation could be- made because the stock eat] 
of printed forms with the patwaris had finished. Moreover, a 
large number of Muslims did not get themselves enumerated fearing 
that the Census was being held to send people to Pakistan. In 
this way, Sir, names of thousands of displaced Muslims did not 
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find place on the Census register. Muslims of this district who had 
N left for place such as Jaipur, Tonks Delhi, Bhopal and parts of 
U, P. were not enumerated at all. Unfortunately, the case of the 
displaced Muslims was dealt with by a Madrasi 1. C. S. officer 
who was under the impression that Meos were the only people who 
inhabited Mewat. As a result of this wrong impression, other 
Muslims such as ‘aqirs, Sayyids, Mughals, Pathan, Khanzade etc. 


5 weie ignored and orders were passed for the enumeration of Meos 
- only. The result is that the question of rehabilitation of the 
p Muslims other than Meos has not been taken up so far. 


For some time before his martyrdom, Bapuji had taken 
personal interest in the rehabilitation of Muslims in Gurgaon, 
After his martyrdom for two months nothing was done until 

Í Acharya Vinoba Bhave came to Delhi. We insisted on seeing him 
though some people tried to prevent us. I must say that he gave 
us a sympathetic hearing and later on tried his best to help us. 
In the meeting of the joint rehabilitation Buard held on 20th March 
1949, where the representatives of the Punjab Government were 
present, it was unanimously decided that the displaced Muslims of 
East Punjab and Pepsu should be restored their houses and lands 
after Rabi, 1949. That decision is on record but I have to point 
out with great regret that it has not been fully implemcnted even 
p till this time. It appears that in Gurgaon district, the 
Government feéls committed to resettle only those displaced 


Muslims whose names are in the Census register. This is resulting 


in a great hardship for many others. In some cases, in the records 
p the land is in the name of the father who is dead since long. His 

Z sons have been duly included in the Census but their ancestral 
land is not being restored to them on the ground that probably 
their fathers have migrated to Pakistan and have got land allotted 


themselyes there. 


, Towards the end of his speech in reply to the general discussion 
y- of the Budget, the Finance Minister was pleased to remark that 
has” all the applications received from. the Meos for restoration of their 
i lands have been disposed of. My submission to the Government 


is thit if it is within its knowledge, and how it can be ignorant 

of the fact, that there is stilla very large number of displaced and 
: homeless Muslims in District Gurgaon to whom their pr.Serty has 
° 2 
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not been restored, how can it say that the work of resettlement of a 
Muslims is complete? How can it ignore these uprooted Muslims | 
who are there to be seen and counted by any body? If it doubts t 


their being displaced Muslims of India and thinks that they have 
come back from Pakistan after the introduction of the permit system, 


they should be arrested, tried and punished according to the law 

of the land, But waen it is fact that these people have been all 

the time living there and are still in a homeless state, why should < 
_they be denied their rights as citizens of India? If as the | 
Government says 85 per cent of the Meos have been resettled, how 
does that help the remaining 15 per cent? This was the question | 
that we had put to F. C. R. when he paid a visit to Nuh on 8th- ( 
Feburary, 1950. My submission is that if due to certain 
difficulties and handicaps, our Government is unable to undertake 

the resettlement of these remaining displaced Muslims, it should 

refer that matter immediately to the Government of India. Already 

the matter has been very much delayed. Either the Government 

should prove that their presence here is illegal or their houses 

and lands of which they have been deprived under some special 

policy should be restored to them. 


There is another difficulty in this connection and that is with 
regard to the fact that in Muslim families if father is here his son 
is away to Pakistan or if husband is here his wife is in Pakistan. I 
would, therefore, request that our State Government should urge the 
Government of India to extend facilities to such members of the > 
Muslim families to return to India by issuing permits so that the 
members of divided families may be able to live together and their 
anxiety of separation may be over. - 


Sardar Achhar Singh: /Ajnala) (Punjabi) Sir, I would like to 
make a few observations with regard to the faulty and unsatisfactory 
way in which the problem of rehabilatation of the displaced persons 
has been attempted by the Government. I may submit that out of 
every fifteen persons in the State there is one displaced person and 
thus this class is numerically very large. The Government’s efforts 
to solve this manifold problem have been far from satisfactory. I A 
would like to place before the House certain essential facts and data 
having clese bearing upon the work done by the Government in this 
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behalf. Out of 1,69,277 persons who depend upon agriculture, 
98,737 persons have been allotted land and about 71,000 persons are 
such to whom no allotment has been made so far. Then, Sir, out of 
50,583 persons who were in service, only 41,000 persons have so far 
been absorbed. Out of 1,18,000 businessmen, only 70,269 have so 
far been rehabilitated and there are 1,18,526 able-bodied persons 
who have not so far been absorbed in the economy of the State. 
Besides, there are thousands of people who every day complain that 
they have not been allotted land, When they are asked togo to the 
Ministers with their grievances, they plead their helplessness and say 
that their voice is not heard in higher quarters. | 


Then, Sir, graded cuts have been applied in the distribution of 
land so much so that 90 per cent cut has been applied to the land 
claims of big zamindars. Many small cultivators have been allotted 
land in the Memdot Estate in Ferozepore district against their will 
while tenants of long standing have been ejected from that land. 
On the other hand, zamindars owning 500 acres of land have been 

displaced and allotted land in Karnal. There was a great agitation 
over it but the police cudgelled them into acceptance of that land 
and even resorted to firing to crush these people. Small cultivators 
who owned only 5 or 10 acres of land have been allotted land in the 
Bet ilaqa. The Government has uprooted many small landholders 
and they are in great distress. The hon. Minister of Development 
had remarked the other day that we should give concrete instances. 
So I would quote a few instances in this connection. In village Manjh 
quasi-permanent allottment of land of grade ‘C’ was made to 26 
persons who were in fact entitled to ‘A’ grade land. The Commiss- 
ioner, Ambala Division, cancelled the allotment order’ on the ground 
that these people will be given laud of ‘A’ grade in Ferozepore district 
to which they were entitled. Those people have not so far been 
allotted any land and say that it would have been better even if land 
of ‘GC’ grade had been allotted to them. They are in great 
distress : nd do not even know wl.en they will be allotted land. 


Then, Sir, my hon. Friend Sardar Gurbachan-Singh Bajwa was 


allotted land at village Nangal Beghbana where allotment of land had 
already been made to sixteen persons. At that time Bhargava 
Cabinet had managed to get these persons evicted from their land, 


Being aggrieved these sitting allottees then preferred an appeal to the 
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Financial Commissioner during the Governor’s regime who passed 
order on the 11th April, 1952, to the effect that the land in question 
be restored to them. Now my hon. Friend has been taken in the 
Cabinet and I am afraid that they might again be upr. oted. Then, 
Sir, one Harbans Lal Ex-Subedar is on hunger strike because land of 
inferior quality has been allotted to him and the Government is deman- 
ding an amount equal to six times the land revenue and also the refund 
of taccavi loans, He has been on hunger strike since 12th June, ; 
1952. 


‘Then, I would draw the attention of the hon. Chief Minister to 


the ‘steel scandal’ cases. The report on such cases was made by the 
former Chief M:nister-Dr. Gopi Chand Bhargava-on &h January, 
1951. Now that Shri Bhim Sen Sachar is him-elf the Chief Minister 


I hope he will definitely order an inquiry into such cases. 


am. 4. ‘sod QR ee F 


Then, Sir, real brothers have been alloted land at diferent 
places which has caused great dissatisfaction among the people. 
IT would, in the end, request the hon. Minister in-charge to look into 
these matters. 


Shri Ram Sarup (Butana) (Hindi) : Sir, I would like to make a few 
observations with regard to the Rehabilitation Department There 
is no denying the fact that this department has done commendable 
work in rehabilitating millions of displaced persons who were the 
victims of partition. But there have been some shortcomings which 
were but natural in handling a task of such a great magnitude. The 
previous Government had first to face this issue when it was called 
upon to undertake the gigantic task of rehabilitating the displaced 
persons. At that time, every man had his own grievances and wanted 
to be resettled anew in Kast Punjab to his satisfaction. Though the a 
work has not been accomplished to everybody’s satistaction yet for the see 
partial relief that has been afforded by it the Government deserves 
credit and the admiration of us all. At the same time, I must say 
that thousands of displaced cultivators in spite of their hue and cry 
have not yet got a fair and just distribution of land at a place of 
their own choice. I know that some of the officers of the Government | 


did not conduct themselves well and used their authority for their . 

personal ends rather than selfless service. Their activities were ° 

confined to satisfying the various demands of their own relatives and i 
e e 
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friends but all the same barring a few officers all of them did their 
utmost to serve the suffering humanity. 


Sir, there is another important matter to which I want to draw 
. the attention of. the Minister incharge of the Rehabilitation Depart- 
i: ment. After the allotment of the lands of the Muslim landlords to 
Á Hindu and Sikh displaced persons, the tenants who were cultivating 
those lands have been ejected. This has resulted in a great hardship 
to them because they have been thrown out of work and have no 


b= | other source of earning their livelihood. The condition of Muslims 

of Karnal district who during the days of disturbances had crossed 

the river Jamuna and left for other parts of the country is also very 

miserable. The Government has done nothing to resettle these- 

displaced Muslims and they have been reduced to utter destitution. 

| One often comes across Muslim women with their children begging 
in the streets. 


Another defect in the rehabilitation policy of the Government 
is that the minors whose parents were killed in Pakistan have not 
been allotted land at the same places as their uncles and other 
collaterals. It would have been better if they had been settled 
along with their relations so that the latter could have looked 
after them. Corruption is still prevalent in the Rehabilitation 
Department and if the hon. Sardar Ujjal Singh who is 
already well-known for his ability and integrity roots out corruption 
from this department I think he will be adding a new feather to 
his cap. 


ont Sardar Wazir Singh (Delhon) (Punjabi): Sir, though all the 
departments of this so-called popular Government are notorious for 
corruption, this department namely, Rehabilitation, has surpassed 
them all in this evil. Millions of poor refugees had to leav2 their 
hearths and homes in West Punjab not due to any fault of their 
own, but thanks to the agreement made by the Congress -with “the 
British Government. It is these people who had to pay a very heavy 


: price for the independence of the whole country. They had “hoped 

that when they would cross the Wagha border they would be greeted 

| ° and welcomed by Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel and the great 

. sacrifices that they had made would be duly appreciated: by 

. them. But, alas, when they set foot on the Indian soil, all their hopes 
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and desires crashed. The movable property of the Muslim 
evacuees was looted by the Government officials and the local 
people and nothing was left for these poor refugees who had 


lost all their household effects in West Punjab. When it 
came to the question of allotting the evacuee land, no 
clear cut policy was laid down. Every Minister and officer 
who was entrusted with this work brought forth different schemes. 
The result was confusion worse confounded. The work of allotment 
of land was carried on in such a dishonest manner that the people 
who had some relatives working in the Rehabilitation Department 


managed to get the land allotted to them to which they were not 
entitled. For instance, people who owned ‘A’ Class land in West 


Punjab were allotted ‘C’ Class land and those who owned very inferior 
kind of land were allotted land of the best grade here in East 
Punjab. That is not all. All sorts of irregularities were committed in 
the matter of allotment of land. Unscrupulous people who could 
flatter the officials or bribe them or influence them in some way 
or the other managed to get good land allotted to them while the 
deserving people were allotted unproductive and barren land. I 
would very strongly urge, Sir, that with a view to satisfying 
people in regard to this complaint, Government should 
institute an inquiry to ascertain whether the allotment of land 
in every district has been made strictly in accordance with 
the rules or not. It should also be inquired into as to whether 
the displaced persons related to all the officials connected with the 
Rehabilitation Department including the Minister for Rehabilitation 
have been allotted the land to which they were entitled under the 
rules or have been favoured in any manner in this matter. And if 
any irregularity is found, the officials responsible for that should be 
brought to book. Then, Sir, people who owned large areas of land 
in West Punjab had to put up with cuts up to 95% in some cases. l 
do not think there was any valid excuse for applying these cuts when 
the Nazul lands in this State as well as in other States could have 
been easily allotted to these people in lieu of the land left by them 
in Pakistan. Moreover, the land that has been allotted to them is still 
in the possession of the tenants and these people are being hard put 
to it to get its possession. They are so much sick of these tenants 


that they want to end their own lives. 
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Though our Government has not learnt anything good from the 
i British Government, it has adopted one of their pernicious 


has tried to create dissensions, divisions and splits in the people of 
this State by setting the Harijans and the tenants against the 
Zamindars. This policy has resulted in alienating the Harijans from 


P practices, namely, ‘divide and rule’. Like the British Government, it 
} 


the Zamindars and embittering the relatioas of the landlord; and the 

tenants, Even during the election campaign the hon. Gentlemen 
- sitting on the Treasury Benches had promised to rid the Harijans of 
= the clutches of the Zamindars. May I ask them how they propose to 
| seperate the Zamindars and the Harijans whose interests are common 
and interlinked? If a Zamindir cannot d> without a Harijan, a 
Harijan cannot also do without the Zamindar. 


Sir, I beg to submit that at the time of the allotment of land, it 
was announced by the Government that the allotment will be 
completed very eirly so as not to delzy the sowing operations and 
put the ailottees to loss. On the completion of this work, it was l 
found that an injustice hid ben done to most of the people. The 
result was that the poor aggrieved relugees had to file revision 
petitions and lakhs of rupees in the form of petition fees have been 
wasted. The poor refugees were forced to undergo this expenditure for 
no fault of their own. 


An interesting thing that I want to point out to the hon. 

Members of this House is that these revision petitions had to be filed 

; in the courts of the same Revenue Officers and the same Deputy 

l Commissioners who were responsible for doing an injustice to them. 

Sir, itis very rarely that an officer responsible for any wrong decision 

on appeal redresses the grievances of the aggrieved party. So, the 

i result was that most of these petitions were dismissed by these officers 
- and lakhs of rupees of the poor refugees were wasted, 


Then, Sir, very few of them could afford to file appeals in 

the courts of the Director General, Rehabilitation, and the Financial 

cn * Commissioner, Relief and Rehabilitation, against the decisions of these 
= courts. And those who went in for appeals had to carry on regular 
° litigations for getting those decisions annulled. I, therefore, want to 

' impress upon the House the fact that justice has not been meted ouf 


to these refugees. 
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/ Further, these refugees were asked by the Government to file . 
claims in respect of their urban immovable property left in Pakistan. 
These claims have been certified after getting proof from the claimants 
in support of their claims and now they have also been allowed to adjust 
the loans taken by them against ten percent of sums for which their 
claims have been admitted. But we find that the Government has 
not given a similar concession to the rural refugees. It is recovering 
taccavi loans from them under compulsion. I, therefore, request the 
Government to extend a similar concession to them also. 


aol 
Another matter of importance towards which I want to draw the 1 
attention of this House is that our Government is now going to 
uproot once again the refugee transport operators by nationalizing i 
the motor transport industry in the State. A large number of these 
refugees were engaged in this industry in West Punjab’ and were, 
therefore, allotted permits in respect of those routes only on which the l 
Muslims used to ply buses before the partition. It is after putting in i 
great labour that they have been able to make these newly started | 
transport companies a success. They have invested large sums of 
money in these motor transport companies. Then, Sir, out of the 
total number of 52 transport companies, 51”are being operated by the 
refugees. Under these circumstances, nationalization of road transport 
would tantamount to uprooting those refugees again who by self-help 
and hard labour have at last succeeded in rehabilitating themselves. 
I would, therefore, request the House not to allow the Government 
to take such a drastic step. 


Sir, I am not against the principle involved in nationalization. 
What I want to urge is that the Government should nationalize those | 
industries first which can bring a large revenue to the State coffers. It 
should first nationalize insurance companies, big factories and the 
mills. In the end, Sir, again I request the Government to give up its = 
scheme of nationalization of road transport because it will injure the 
interests of refugee transport operators. 


Sardar Gurbanta Singh ( Adampur) (Punjabi): Through you, < 
Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government to two or 
three matters. The first is that while the Government has ° | 
postponed the recovery of the loans given by it to the urban : | 


people, it is recovering the taccavi loans given to the rural refugees. 
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This discrimination between the urban and the rural refugees is 
most deplorable. The Government has perhaps given this concession 
to the urbanites because they are capable of carrying on propaganda 
against the Government. It is a fact, Sir, that no body cares 
for the poor rural population. I, request the Government to 
remove this grievance of the ruralites. They are not earning 
enough to be able to pay back these loans. 


Another matter which I want to point out to the Government 
is that the Harijans have been allotted inferior land as against the 
superior land left by them in Pakistan. Though the Harijans did 
not own much land in Pakistan, it was cf ‘A’ grade. Here, they 
have been allotted ‘C’ grade land. No body has cared to look 


into their complaints, I, therefore. request thc Government to 
look into their cases and redress their grievances. 


Then, Sir, after the partition, many Harijan refugees cccupied the 
houses left by the Muslims, like the refugee zamindars. The zamindars 
took out the timber used in the houses taken possession of by them 
and sold it. It is an open secret that almost every refugee zamindar 
shifted from one evacuee house to the other after dismantling the first 
and selling away its wooden rafters, doors and windows and then 
repeated the same process many times. The poor Harijans on the 
other hand kept the houses occupied by them in a good condition, The 
zamindars, tried to get those houses allotted in their favour by 
ousting the Harijans on the plea that they were landless. When 
this matter was brought to the notice of the late Dr. Lehna Singh 
who was then the Minister incharge of Rehabilitation, he passed 
orders that landless refugees should be allotted the houses left by 
the landless Muslims who had migrated to Pakistan. In spite of 
those orders, I can say without any fear of contradiction that the 
allotment of most of the houses which are at present occupied by 
the Harijan refugees has not been made in favour of the occupants 


upto this time. In this connection, I regret to bring to the notice 
of the Government that in Adampur in Jullundur District the 
Harijan refugees are being served with notices to vacate these 
houses because the allotment does not stand in their names, Sir, 
this is the state of affairs there. I request the Government to 
give its pointed attention to their case and see that injustice is not 


done to them in this matter. 


—ose aoa l ilosi 
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; Jai Sir, the, Government has, no doubt, endeavoured a great 


deal to rehabilitate the displaced industries in the Punjab, spent a 
lot of, money in the form of loans and subsidies and has allotted 
land. at many places for this purpose, but a grave injustice has 
been done to the Harijans. It is more than two years ago that 
with a view to reviving the leather industry in the State, several 
Harijans joined hands and procured 110 plots of land in the 
suburbs of Jullundur. For this purpose, a security equal to 10% of 
the total value of land was also deposited by them with the 
Government but, Sir, after the expiry of a few months it so 
happened that 8 marla Houses were constructed by the Government 


on these very plots and the allotments previously made were 


cancelled. Was it not a step-motherly treatment towards the 
poor and helpless people who were up-rooted from their hearths 
aud homes by the fateful partition? Itis a matter of deep regret 
that those who wished to re-establish their business by self-help 
were not given a single piece of land. Sir, even the money deposited 


vas, advance has not so far been refunded. Many a time, the 


Government was approached in the matter but with no result. 
Mr. Speaker, large tracts of un-allotted land are still lying in the 


svicinity of Jullundur to which the attention of the Minister for 


Rehabilitation was drawn time and again but nothing material 


came out. The policy of the Government aims at growing more 


and more of food but I wonder why such tracts of land are still 


lying uncultivated. I, therefore, take this opportunity to stress 
-upon the Government the necessity of allotting this land to the 


Harijans and the landless tenants so that it may be brought under 
the plough. 


Then, Sir, the people who were given land on lease for 
cultivation have again been ousted. Many times, it was represented 
to the Government that the present occupants of such land should 
be allowed to continue with ics cultivation and that when it would be 
allotted permanently to some landlord, the terms would be 
settled with him and the requisite ‘abiana’ paid, by the former 
but no attention was paid to all these cries with the result that the 
tenants are now idle and without any shelter. Siz, it would be 
in the fitness of things if the Government came to their rescue, 


reconsidered its decision and issued instructions for the allotnrent~"» 


of these lands to the landless and the Harijan tenants. 


anes -— 
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Again, Sir, in order to rehabilitate the refugee Zamindars huge 
sums of money have been given to them ın the form of taccavi lcans 
but the refugee Harijans have totally been ignored even in this 
respect. Sir, I can say without any fear of contradiction that not 
even a fraction of the total number of displaced Harijans has been 
rehabilitated in this State. If at all ‘taccavi’ loans are sanctioned 
for them, the Patwaris compel them to offer them (the Patwaris) 
illegal gratification by threatening then that otherwise no t accavi’ 
would be paid to them. The result is that the poor people have to 
submit to this unfair demand. Sir, this is a very deplorable state of 
affairs and the Government should check this malpractice with a strong 
hand and afford fall protection to the Harijans who are being unduly 


suppressed. 


Sir, 1 have no hesitation in saying that had the Harijans not 
supported the Congress candidates during the last general elections, 
tables would have been altogether turned and to-day some other 
party, not the Congress, would have got the privilege of adorning the 
Treasury Benches of this august House. In the end, I would submit 
that the Government cannot afford to- neglect the interests of the 
Harijans and so it should provide every possible help and facility to 
them for their rehabilitation. 


Sardar Khem Singh (Amritsar) (Punjabi): Mr. Speaker, in 
spite of the fact that huge sums of money are provided every year 
in the Budget for purposes of Rehabilitation, it is a matter of deep 
regret that this money is not utilised properly with the result that 
the problem still remains unsolved. Sir, when I tour the villages 
situated in my constituency, people from every nook and corner of 
the area come to me and complain that no houses have been allotted 
to them, nor are the ‘taccavis’ being distributed properly. Even if 
somebody managed to get the possession of a house he was forcibly 
turned out of it and the possession was taken over by some influential 
landlord. Sir, I am aware of many cases in which Mazhabi Sikhs of 
village Gheebe were ousted from the evacuee houses occupied by 
them. The masses at large are of the opinion that the Government 


is not paying any attention to the plight of the poor. 


Sir, I take this opportunity to point out to the Government the 
kind of treatment being meted out to the representatives of the people 
= who go to the officers to bring to their notice the grievances of the 
masses. It was on the Ilth June that atabout 1.45 P. M. I 
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happened to go to the Director General, Rehabilitation Jullundur. I 
sent my visiting card to him but I was made to understand that he F 
was busy at that time. I was not attended to for hours together. 
Every time T sent in a note, I was put off on one pretext or the other. 
I know that actually he had got no work but was sleeping over his J 
table. When at last I got weary of waiting, I sent in : 


a letter at about 4.30 whereupon Iwas called in and was surprised 
to note the extent of discourteous attitude exhibited by him while 
enquiring the cause of my visit. I respectfully told him that I would ae 
let him know the matter in detail but I am sorry to inform the 
House that without listening to me, he in a rude way told me that he | 
knew every detail etc. and then very boldly passed the blame for | 
every act of omission and commission on to the Jats of the village. 

Sir, I complained to him that the Patwaris were committing many acts [ 
of high-handedness and that forcible ejections were being made but 

he did not pay any heed to these grievances aad directed me to 

approach the Tehsildar, incharge of the area. When I told him that 

the Tehsildar was also under his control, he felt indignant. Sir, I am 

constrained to remark that the officers at the helm of affairs are 

hand in glove with the big landlords and have scant regard for 

the hardships and miseries of the poor, being biased they cannot do 

their work and perform their duties honestly. I, therefore, see no 

justification for retaining such an arrogant officer in service He is 

not fit for the post of a Tehsildar or even a Patwari. 


Minister for Finance : Is it fair on the part of the hon. Member 
to make such remarks against the officers ? 


Air. Speaker: The hon. Member should please make no reflection - 
on the conduct of any officer. He should confine his remarks to the 
demand under consideration. 


Sardar Khem Singh: Sir, what I wish to submit to the Minister 
for Finance is that being a refugee himself, he ought to realise the 
extent of the miseries and tribulations of the poor and pay his full 
attention towards removing them. N 


v 


Sir, after the fateful partition of our State these people had 
to undergo a series of misfortunes. They left their hearths and homes 
for the sake of their brethren in other parts of the country. Today if 
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the taccavis are given, the money goes into the pockets of the land- 
lords and not to those of the Harijans and the poor peasants who 
have lost everything in Pakistan. I, therefore, think that ‘this 
Government hardly represents the poor. It is there to protect the 
interests of the millionairés So far as the betterment of the poor. is 
concerned, only paper schemes are made out of which nothing 
practical comes. Mr. Speaker, it is a matter of deep regret that when 
taccavi loans are given to the Harijans and the peasants the Patwaris 
do not hesitate to coerce them to share a part of the amount of the 
loan with them on the pain of withholding the whole amount. Willy- 
nilly, the poor people have to yield tothe unfair demands of the 
Patwaris. Sir, there is no denying the fact that whenever any 
complaint regarding such mal-epractice is filed with the Tehsildar, 
against a Patwari no notive is ever taken of it. Therefore, under the. 
circumstances explained, I appeal to the Minister for Finance that: 
with a view to making the Grow More Food Campaign a success, the 
backward classes like the Harijans, the Kabir Panthis, the! Mazhabi: 
Sikhs and the tenants should not be allowed to be evicted from their 
lands and their rights be protected so that they may be: able to put 
their heart and soul in the work of cultivation and increase the food’ 
production of our State. 


Principal Iqbal Singh (Jagraon) (Punjabi): Mr. Speaker. I am 
obliged to you tor giving me an opportunity to speak on this demand. 
I shall restrict my speech to a few points only. 


Sir, the Members sitting on the Treasury Benches are known 
for their sympathy for the displaced persons but one is amazed to 
observe that the temporary allotment of land made in favour of these 
displaced persons was revised by the Government not once or twice 
but four times with the result that the refugee persons being uncertain 
of the final decision could not sow anything in their fields. I would 
request the Minister incharge, through you, Sir, to look into the cases 
pertaining to allotment of evacuee land at Raikot. 


Secondly, I have to say something about the nationalization 
of road transport. In this connection, I may read a few lines from 
the Debates to show what the previous Assembly had decided : 


The Purjab Legislative Assembly however, by a resolution passed in 
1950, recommended postponement of the nationalization of road 


transport except for a few routes. 
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Contrary to the spirit of this Resolution, our Government, is 
taking up new routes for plying its own buses every now and then, 


Justice demands that the decision already arrived at should be allowed 
to hold good at least for a period of three years, if not lcnger. There- 
after, the question of new routes may be taken up by a Committee 
consisting of, besides others, the representatives of the Transport I 
Department so that a via media may be found anda decision arrived na 
at on merits. This is an important suggestion as the displaced persons i 

are looking forward to the Government for justice. 


Thirdly, I have to submit regarding the working of the Village 
Panchayats, some of which are functioning officially and others un- 
officially. Frankly speaking these non-official Panchayats have 
come into being because of the unsatisfactory working of the 
official panchayats. The latter are always required to observe certain 
forma ities irrespective of the nature and importance of the case 
before them, I can cite several instances in support of my statement. 
At several places the official panchayats have constructed pucca drains 
in viliages but they are not regularly cleaned and are generally choked 
up. Nobody there is prepared to attend to this work. What does 
this neglect of duty lead to? It results in the further multiplication of 
mosquitoes, which are already found in abundance in the village ponds. 
‘the storage of dirty water in the drains and ponds has adversely 
affected the health of even the most healthy cattle which drink that 
water. The village folk are often heard murmuring that the money 
spent by them upon the purchase of the cattle has gone waste owing 
to the mis-management of the Panchayats. Sir, my submission is . 
that the Government should give their full attention to this matter “ene 
so that these Panchayats may become more popular and useful. 4 


Next I come to the imparting of education in the villages. 
Education in rural areas is at present the primary duty of the District ü 
Board but experience has shown that the District Boards cannot give 
proper attention to each village in this respect. This work if entrusted 
to the local persons can yield better results There is a Social 
Education Centre in Village Rerka. The educational work done by 


this Centre is so commendable that the Centre found a conspicuous 
place in the report read by the Inspector of Schools in the Divisional 
Educational Conference. This Centre is being run by a teacher named 
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Shri Amar Singh, who has been to Malaya. It is due to his sincere 
efforts and,good manners that the Centre has got an enrolment of 


_about £0 girls and 50 boys, Sir, inspite of the fact that such a useful 


Centre is being run there by the people in a spirit of cooperation, 
our Government has not tried to benefit thereby. It is still following 
its old policy and this will be evident from the incident to which I am 
going to refer just now. 


Sir, in this village the peasants were given taccavi loans but 
as their houses had collapsed, they could not attend to the sowing 
of crops. In the preceding year too, their crops had failed. The 
failure of crops for two successive years has rendered them penniless 
and they are unable to pay the land revenue amounting to Rs. 5,655/-. 
Punitive Police has, therefore, been posted by the Government in 
that village. It would cost the village Rs. 17,044/-. Mr. Speaker / 
now the question arises as to why the Government should take such 
a drastic action when the villagers are prepared to work in spirit 
of co-operation. I have,on my part given an undertaking to the 
effect that I would be the first person to go to Jail and suffer the 
consequences if any disturbance took place after the removal of the puni- 
tive police. Is it fair, Sir, that a village which has failed to pay Rs. 5,655/- 
on account of land revenue should be asked to bear this additional 
burden of the order of Rs. 17,044/- ? Does it not amount to bringing a 
bad name to the local Social Education Centre which excels all such 
Centres functioning in Ludhiana district? I would therefore request the 
Government thit this police post should be immediately removed 


therefrom. 


Sardar Mohan Singh Jathedar (Tarn Taran) (Punjabz): Mr. 
Speaker in connection with this Demand for grant, I would like to 
express my views as follows $ 


The dislocation caused, the loss sustained andthe wholesale 
massacre Witnessed at the time of the partition of the country were | 
quite unprecedented inthe history of the world. No Government on 
earth could have done better than what was done by our Government 
to accommodate the displaced persons and to help them stand on 
their legs. Every one in this country realises that if the Hindus 
and the S.khs of West Punjab had to leave thier hearths and homes, 
it was not due to any fault on the part of our Government. 
This fact is supported by an event which took place at Rawalpindi. 
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Some of our brethren who had stayed behind held a Conference at 
Rawalpindi and gave the authorities a very sincere assurance to 
the effect that they would ever remain loyal to the Pakistan 
Government. Inspite of such an assurance, they were not trusted and 
were ultimately made to leave that land. This was the state of affairs 
when our Government was obliged to take charge of the displaced 
persons. The area of the land left by us in Pakistan was more 
than that left here by the Muslim evacuees but our Government 
with a view to doing justice to all the refugee landowners z 
and also to rehabilitating them has considered it fit to introduce the 

system of the graded cuts. I can say with full confidence that 

no better system could be devised for the distribution of the evacuee land. 


Iam proud to observe that our Government has been givinz 
preference to the displaced persons in. every sphere of life so much 
so that all the Chief Ministers of various cabinets in our State since the 
partition have been displaced persons. 


J also want to submit that in the present Cabinet there is a 
majority of those who have come from West Punjab. One head 
of the Rehabilitation Department i. e., the Financial Commissioner, 
Rehabilitation, also belongs to West Punjab and very few 
perzons of this side are holdings higher post in this depart- 
ment. The Director General also belongs to West Punjab. My 
humble submission is that the Government should also give a fair 
chance to the people of this side to show their worth. 


No doubt, the Government has made sincere efforts to rehabi- 
litate the uprooted and displaced persons but still it has 
not been able to satisfy them. This is due to the fact that the — 
Government has very slender resources at their disposal and the area . 
of land in respect of which claims have been filed by the displaced 
persons far exceeds th2 area of land Left here by the Muslim eva- 
cuees. 


In this connection, 1 want tə make a few suggestions for the 
careful consideration of the Rehabilitation Minister. The first is reg- 
arding the allotment of evacuee land. Claimants of ‘A’ grade land form 
the majority whereas the available area of ʻA? grade land is very 
small and a good part of it is mortgaged property. The 
Government should try to redeem this land and allot it to the 
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: displaced persons at the earliest. Inspite of the fact that our 

; Government has been busy with this rehabilitation work 
s for the last five years, we even now come across refugees who have 


not been allotted any land so far. The Muslim evacuees have 
left a very small area of land in Amritsar District which is totally 


insufficient to meet the claims of the refugees who have been settled 
2 there. I, therefore, suggest that the Government should get the 
- mortgaged lands redeemed and instead of removing it from the 
- general pool of evacuee property it sholud be allotted to these refugees 

= who had to bear the brunt of the partition. 


| Then, Sir, the land claims of refugees from Bhawalpur and Sind 

have not been verified so far. These destitutes are prepared to go to 

| Pakistan in connection with the verification of their claims if the 
Government arranges for their permits. The Government should 

! come to their rescue. 

f 


Another matter to which I want to draw the attention of the hon. 
Minister is the reduction made in the staff of the Rehabilitation Depart- 
ment. This is badly impairing the efficiency of the Department. In 
Amritsar District, the post of the Revenue Assistant has been abolished 
and the work has been handed over to an ordinary Revenue Officer. 
This Revenue Officer has to attend to rehabilitation and consolidation 
work in addition to his own duties. So it is natural that the work is 
suffering. 


Shri Sri Chand (Bahadurgarh) (Hindi): Sir, the rehabilitation 

issuse is such that it should not be discussed in a partisan spirit. It 

~ requires the careful and concentrated attention of our Government. 
Refugees are overwhelmed by misery and distress. The spectre of 
disappointment is looming large before their eyes. Their vacant 
! looks add to the poignancy of their grief. But the Government 
- has yet a long way to go in applying the healing balm to the 
lacerated hearts of these destitute who are being styled as 
‘refugees’ (Sharnarthis). As a matter of fact, they are the real 
martyrs and heroes who have suffered for India‘s independence. 
‘Lhese people were deluded and kept quite in the dark about the 


z calamity that was ahead. At first they were told that there would be 
7 < no Pakistan. They were assured by the leaders of the Congress party 
j that they would not in any case agree to the demand for partition. 
After that the Government gave them false assurances about the 
© 
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protection of their life and property and advised them to continue 
to stick to their original homes. In the end, when these poor 
destitutes were forced to leave their hearths and homes in a very 
miserable condition, the Government utterly failed to provide them 
shelter. All these things prove that this Government is in the habit 
of indulging in tall talk. The fact of the matter is that even a 
fringe of the problem of rehabilitation has not been touched. 


All the good houses in the urban area are in the possession of 
either the big officers or the M. L. A’s who wield influence in the 
higher quarters. But the houses which are in a very dilapidated 
condition and as a matter of fact are not fit for human habitation 
have been allotted to the displaced persons. Moreover refugees 
have not beeu given proprietary rights over that property. Ifja 
house is allotted to a per:on without investing him with proprietary 
rights, that house is sure to turn into a hovel within a couple of 
years because nobody will attend to its repairs etc. So it is my 
firm conviction that if the Government carried on its work at a 
snail’s speed as at present, not a single evacuee house would be left 
Further, how strange it is that neither can the refugees get the 
rent of their property left in Pakistan nor have they been exempted 
from payment of the rent of the evacuee honses they are occupying 
here. When the refugees show the slightest resentment and refuse to 
pay the rent on the above-mentioned ground, they are forcibly ejected 
from these houses, There is no security for them. If today they 
are allotted a house, the very next day they will be asked to 
vacate it to accommodate the privileged people. Such is the plight 
of these hopeless people. 1 can quote a thousand and one such 
instances. I know that certain M. L. A’s. who belong to East 
Punjab are in possession of evacuee property and no body is taking 
any note of that fact simpley because they wield influence with the 


authorities. 


Sir, I was submitting that the condition of the poor refugees 
is extremely pitiable. But our Government instead of providing 
some reltef to them is trying to add to their worries and troubles. 
They have been reduced to abject straits by the partitiono! the 
country but our Government is imposing cuts on their claims in 
respect of agricultural land and is building houses tor them which 
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| cannot stand even the vibration caused by a peal of laughter and 
collapse at the first onslaught of rains and winds. How can the 
p displaced persons live in such unsafe houses? The material used 
in their construction isso bad that they won’t last for more than 

two or three years. 


: Another matter in this connection is that the officers of the 
Government do not care to look into the cases of hardship brought 
to their notice. For instance, village Chandaur of Jhajjar Tehsil 

s which was inhabited by Muslims who left it during the riots Was 
allotted to the displaced persọns from West Punjab. The residents 
of this village have all the time been living in India but they 
have not been allowed to occupy their houses and lands so far. 
Whenever any one goes to the district officers with any such 
complaint, they turn a deaf ear to him and ask him as to why 
he feels so much interested. If at all they reply, they say that since 
Mr. Kapoor who was the A, D. M. at the time of such allotment 
made those allotments, it was not possible for them to change 


== w=- - -— 


them at this stage. These are lame excuses. As a matter of fact, 
; nobody pays any heed to these poor people. 


vte 
* 


Then, Sir, it is often said that some financial help should 
be given to the political sufferers. Are there any worse political 
sufferers than these poor displaced persons? Their daughters and 
wives are still rotting in Pakistan; they themselves and their children 
who should be studying in the schools — are selling -parched grams 
and groundnuts in the dirty bazars of our cities and are pulling 
rickshaws in Delhi! Are they not political sufferers? Is a person 
who went to jail for one month in some Congress movement a 
better hero in the cause of independence? Ia my opinion, help 
should first be given to these refugees who have suffered more and 
— who are still suffering because they have not been properly 
: rehabilitated. The money that the Government has spent on 

their rehabilitation has mostly been eaten up by the big contractors, 
overseers and engineers who used worthless material on the 
construction of the houses for them. Today, we don’t find any 


p ° beautiful cities like Rawalpindi and Lahore in our State. This is 
a most regrettable. Even the work at Chandigarh has not proceeded 
Á i with the speed which the urgency of the situation required. In the 

° first place, the decision regarding the site for the new capital 
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was taken after a long time when the well-to-do persons had 
already gone to other big cities of India. Now who will come 
back to buy plots and raise buildings at this site ? 


Sir, the ways of our Government are quite odd. It has 
been remarked that it is not the legal responsibilty of the 
Government to rehabilitate these people. In support of this, it has 


= been stated that there is no instance in history of a Government 


being compelled to accept such a responsibility. May I submit, 
Sir, that there is also no parallel in history of such mass scale 
destructions and uprooting. It was the Congress who decided 
upon the partition of the country. Were the people of Punjab 
ever consulted? So, why should we not hold the Government 
of India and the people of India responsible for the misery that 
befell our State? Are not the persons who now occupy the 


Ministerial Benches responsible for our losses and sufferings ? 


If they feel that the partition of India was agreed to 
for achieving the independence of the country as a whole, they inust 
compensate the displaced persons for their losses and sufferings. 


In my opinion, the real fault is that of our own Government. 
It does not press upon the Government of India the claims of our 


distressed people as strongly as it should. It is following a weak- 
kneed policy because the Ministers of our State are always made by 
the people sitting in Delhi. They are not the representatives of the 
hon. Members in the real sense of the word. How can such Ministers 
who are proteges of people living in Delhi act in a strong manner ? 
There was a time when Delhi was under the Government of Punjab. 
But now U. P. people dominate the State of Delhi and control its 
destiny. That is why we cannot assert at the Centre. Our Cabinet 
is not strong enough to press its view-pvint otherwise our State which 
has to spend a lot on the policing of the the border area would not 
have failed to set some grant for this purpose especially when the 


Kashmiris are having crores of rupees from the Government of India 
for their defence. | 


Shri Abdul Ghani Dar (Nuh) (Punjabi): Sir, the subject on 
which I wish to give expression to my views is an important one. 
Although I am not a master of this subject, yet my duty towards my 
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constituency which has a double refugee problem compels me to place 
my views before this august House. The people of my illaga are 
backward and they are unable to make their voice heard. The 
applications and representations that they address to the Government 
remain lying with the officers for considerably long periods without 
any action being taken upon them. Sir, on the fourth of this month, 
i you were pleased to remark that every member who rises to “speak 
considers himself a specialist on the subject on which he dwells. In 
my opinion, whenever a member speaks, he does so with a view to 
: make the views and feelings of his constituency felt by the Govern- 
Ber ment. That is the main object of the speeches delivered on the floor 
of this House. It is the duty of every hon. Member to put the 
grievances of the people of his constituency before this House and the 
Government. 


As regards the story of those who live in the constituency from 
which I have been returned, I can only say that the less said the 
better. Shri Mohd Yasin Khan has already stated in his speech that 
our tllaga has no canals for irrigation and that the advantages from 
Bhakra and the Community Projects will not be extended to Nuh 
and the surrounding areas. I would request the Government to think 
out other plans for the uplift of this backward area where two types 
of displaced persons are living side by side. On the one hand are 
refugees from Pakistan and on the other the displaced Meos who had 
to leave their hearths and homes during the riots. Both these types 
of displaced persons deserve aid and assistance from the Government. 


The last crop was spoiled by the hail storm and there is a scarcity 

of fodder in the area. Cows and buffalos are starving. I think my 

sae voice will reach the ears of the Government through you, Sir, and 

i will have some effect with the result that it will at least sanction 

tube wells in large numbers for this area for the benefit of the 

displaced persons of both the categories. This will give me pleasure. 

I do hope that the Government will follow a policy of aid and 
assistance to this backward area. 


Then Sir, seeds are not available in this area and I am afraid 


ne- i that if no; arrangement is made for providing these, there will be 
no produce from lands which can yield lakhs of maunds of food- 
" grains, I shall request the hon. Minister-in-Charge to attend to this 


urgent need of the peopie. People who live inthis area are very 


Original with; 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha 
Digitized by; 


Panjp 


t 


o 
Tea . | \ 
(14) 66 Punjab Legislative Assembly (7th July, 1952 


[Shri Abdul Ghani Dar] 


simple. They do not know how to do propaganda. A police con- 
stable can extort thousands of rupees from them. During the last 
summer, I had an opportunity of visiting these people in the com- 


4 


pany of Acharya Vinobha Bhave. We found a family squatting in 

the open in scorching heat with a dead child lying before them. v 
When we enquired from them as to why they were there, we 

were told that they had the satisfaction of sitting in front of their | 

homes, though they could not enter them. It was very difficult for > 
us to bear that sad sight. «ty 


The policy of the party which was responsible for the partition ! 
of the country was based on hatred and violence. As the jolicy 
of our Government is quite different from that, I shall request | 
the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation to remove the difficulties of — 
the poor people of my constituency. Immediate arrangements q 
should be made for providing seeds and taccavi loans to them, 
so that they may help increase the production of foodgrains, which is 
one of the most important problems facing the country today. Another 
matter which I want to point out is that there is no industry in my 
constituency. If the Government provides necessary facilities to 
the villagers fur taking to rope making etc., they will be consider- 
ably benefited. . 


Then, Sir, a large number of the displaced teachers, policemen 
and = patwaris are still without employment. Those of them who 
have got jobs have not been given the benefit of their previous ser- 
vice. The same is the case in regard to their Provident Fund accounts 
If these conditions are allowed to continue, I am afraid the conse- Nani 
quences will be highiv undesirable. 


With the repeal of the Criminal Tribes Act, the Sainis and some = 
other tribes will no longer be regarded as criminal tribes but if the exist- 
ing state of affairs does not improve, very respectable people among the 
displaced persons and the Meos will be compelled to commit crimes. 
Before the partition the Meos use to bring wood from the adjoining 
areas and earn their livelihood by making charcoal. They kept goats : 


~~" 

and cows but now the Forest Act has been applied to this area and wire 

the officers of the Forest Department impose heavy fines on the ° ` 
` people for minor offences. They take bribes from the people ° 


and harass them unnecessarily. 
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Shri Abdul Ghaffar Khan: On a point of imformation, Sir, 


The Sainis were never regarded as a criminal tribe. 


Shri Abdul Ghani Dar: I am sorry. I should have said ‘Sansis* ’ 


and not ‘Sainis.’ I was submitting that if the status quo is maintained 
the condition will go from bad to worse. The Government has 
no doubt rehabilitated lakhs of displaced persons but my friend 
like Shri Mohd Yasin Khan and Shri Habib-ur-Rahman have not 
yet .been restored the possession of their houses even five years 
after attainment of independence. I am not advocating the cause of 
any particular individual. Whether it is Dr. Saif-ud-din Kitchlew 
or some other person, everbody who is a citizen of this country should 
be given over the possession of his house. 


In the end, I request the Government to provide water for 
Irrigation by sinking tube-wells in my constituency. - Thousands 
of acres of land in Karnal and other places are lying un-cultivated 
for want of water. If this facility is provided, the production of 
foodgrains in the State will be- increased. 


Sardar Partap Singh (Rupar) (Punjabi) : Sir, all that happened 
in this country in 1947 is without parallel in. the ‘history of the 
world. The people who came from the other side of the Punjab, 
and who are known as ‘refugees’ did not get that amount of help 
and co-operation from the Government to which they were 
entitled. The displaced land-owners who came to this State 
after losing their all had to pay thousands of rupees for getting 
lands on lease. Many backward Communities like the MHarijans 
depended on cultivation in West Punjab but they were not allotted 
‘any land ‘in this State. hey are workless and their condition 
is very miserable. In the matter of loans, the rich people got 
preference. The poor people like the Harijans recevied no help. 
Ifat all a loan was sanctioned for a Harijan he could not 
actuliay get more than half of it. In District Karnal, a colony 
has been developed for the Military pensioners. The same thing 
should have been done for the displaced Harijan tenants. If some 
land had been set apart for these people, it would have helped 
them in their rehabilitation. Gandhiji used to lay great emphasis 
on help being given to the Harijans and I would request the 
Government to give them lands so that they might be able to 
earn a living. At Rapar and other places, mortgaged evacuee 
lands have been allotted without making any payment to the 
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non-Muslim mortgagees. The Government should get these mortgages i 
redeemed by paying the mortgage money to the mortgagees before 

allotting these lands. 4 


Then, Sir, the refugees who have had to shift from the 
land allotted to them in the first instance or even from that d 
allotted to them tke second time for certain reasons should be 
paid the lease money of those lands. The Government should 
not try to appropriate it to itself. - 2 


I would request the Minister for Finance to give his 
immediate attention to the question of the resettlement of the 
uprooted persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes. I don’t say 
that others should be dispossessed of their lands for this purpose { 
but I would stress that the waste lands should be allotted to 
these poor landless people. By doing so the Government will ‘ 
be helping them to contribute their mite to the Grow More Food 
campaign and also providing the unemployed with work. 


_ Then, we havea complaint against the manner in which the 
‘taccavi’ loans have been distributed to zamindars in our Tehsil. 
All the multi-purpose societies that had been formed in Tehsil 
Rupar are not being accorded equal treatment in this matter. 
While the sociteies of the rich zamindars have been given loans 
of rupees 60 to 70 thousand, the poor, small zamindars are finding 
it difficult to get a loan of even Rs. 2 thousand. Only three 
societies of small zamindars and the Harijans have succeeded in 
getting small taccavi loans Applications of others are pending. : 


Then, Sir, a majority of the claims in respect of urban 
immovable property have been verified but such claimants living 
in Kurall and Rupar have not been so far given any house to live 
in. To cite specific cases, as desried by the Minister, i might name ~ 
some of them—Waryam Singh, Hira Singh, Haria Singh, Maghi Singh, 

Bakhshi, Koda and so on — who owned pucca houses in West 
Punjab and whose claims have been verified. 


Shri Kedar Nath Saigal: Put my name also on this list. 


Sardar Partap Singh: Sir, what I mean to say is that thə 
refugees belonging to the Scheduled Castes have not been given 
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any houses or lind in any part of the State. Our Minister, 
Chaudhri Sundar Singh, is undoubtedly a good and a pious man 
and tries his best to safeguard and promote the interests of the 
Scheduled Castes but it so appears that he is not being allowed 
much say in the affairs of the Government. 


Shri Dev Raj Sethi (Rohtak City) (Hindi): Sir, we shall be guilty of 
ingratitu le if we don’t thank the Government of India and the Punjab 
Government for whatever they have done for the evacuation and 
rehabilitation of Hindu and Sikh refugees brethren during the last 
five years. Today we find the spirit of self-complacency and ‘all is 
right’ prevailing in all quarters with regard to the rehabilitation of 
these uprooted people. This needs to be shaken off and it is precisely 
with this end in view that í have risen to speak. There cannot be a 
more wrong impression than that all the four to five million refugees 
who had to leave their hearths and homes in West Punjab have 
been properly rehabilitated. I admit that much has been done for 
their rehabilitation but as to how much, I would like to quote facts 
and figures in this connection. 


Including the provision made in the current year’s Budget, the 
total amount provided for the relief and rehabilitation of people from 
West Pakistan comes to Rs, 3299 lakhs. Now let us go a little 
deeper. Out of this, asum of Rs. 1170 lakhs has been expended 
on relief measures i.e. evacuation and meeting the temporary 
requirements of the refugees. In this way, the money spent on 
actual rehabilitation comes to Rs. 2129 lakhs out of which capital 
expenditure accounts for 639 lakhs and loans which are recoverable’ 
for Rs. 910 lakhs. Leaving aside this expenditure of a capital 
nature and loans, it will be found, Sir, that the actual money spent 
on the rehabilitation of the refugees in the Punjab is no more than 
Rs 580 lakhs. Out of this, the Government of India has provided 
Rs. 349 lakhs and this poor Government is responsible for providing 
Rs. 231 lakhs. Sir, these figures speak for themselves. Now if we 
feel ungrateful, the tongue will retuse to express it, for did not our 
Prime Minister Pandit Nehru give the problem of rescue and relief 
of refugees top-priority in their hour of distress? If we say that 


enough has been done for our rehabilitation, we would be deluding 


ourselves and closing our eyes to the facts. 
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é 
The condition of alarge number of displaced and uprooted 

people is even today very miserable and unfortunate. Cases of 4 

suicide among them are on the increase. Others are dying a slow, 

lingering but sure death owing to the worries they are unable to get 


rid of though outwordly for the sake of theic honour they dare 2 
not utter a word about their, problems and financial position. These ý 
were the people, Sir, who were respectable members of the middle ° 
class society in West Punjab, had their own houses and a decent g 


income, Today, they are penniless and homeless. Unable to see 
their children crying for food, they are seeking solace from death 
by suicide. Such instances are not two or three but many. On 
29th June, when Iwas at Rohtak, a refugee woman unable to see 
her hungry . children crying for food committed suicide by allowing 1 
herself to be run -over by a train at about 1 p.m. Only today 1 

have read the news of a displaced person committing suicide in 
Shahabad being unable to feed his family. 


~~ 2e 


o 


Then, Sir, their hopes of getting some compensation for their 
urban property are also fast vanishing. In the beginning, it was 
given out that the pool of evacuee property was of the order of 
rupees three hundred to four hundred crores. Now we hear that it 
has shrunk tosuch an extent (though due to heat it should have 
expanded) that its value is at present to the tune of just rupees 75 
to 80 crores, thanks to the executive interference of the administration 
and interpretation of the law relating to the evacuee property. The 
claims that have so far been verified and confirmed are of the value 
of Rs. 7,00 crores. This means that these poor people who have 
been anxiously looking forward to the grant of compensation for = 
such a long time can lay no store by what they are going to get in F i 
lieu of their losses of property in urban areas. Through our . 
Government, Sir, we want to impress upon the Government of India 
with all the emphasis at our command that a great injustice has been 
done to us by their allowing the evacuee property pool to be 
whittled down. While the poor refugees had somehow reconciled 
themselves to cuts, in some cases of 95 per cent, on their claims of 
agricultural lands; they might not be able to reconcile themselves ~ 


to the poor, miserable compensation that is proposed to be given 


to them for their urban properties left in Pakistan. . 
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We are also hearing that there is a proposal to put the mortgaged 
lands als) in the common pool. If it is given effect to, I think it 
will be the unkindest cut of all, which the refugees concerned will 
not be able to bear. 


I admit, Sir, that Shri Ajit Parshad Jain has a great 
sympathy with the displaced persons and keeps their interests 
nearest his heart. We have no grudge if he is paying more attention 
towards Bengali refugees but can’t help pointing out that it is really 
regrettable that out of the provision of Rs. 35 crores made in the 
Central Budget this year for rehabilitation, only rupees 2.5 or 3 
crores have been earmarked for the Punjab. This means that either 
he is not fully seized of the condition of the refugees in this State Or 
our Government has been remiss in apprising him of the true state 
of offairs or it lacks the necessary pulling power. It is the duty of 
every one of us in this House to give the Government the necessary 
‘shake’ to make it leave this attitude of complacency which it has 

adopted with regard to the rehabilitation of the refugees. 


Sir, is it fair for 35 crores of people to enjoy the fruit of freedom 
at the cost of 25 or 39 lakhs of our Punjabi brethren? May I ask if 
it is not opposed to all canons of justice and fairplay that the sum 
of 700 crores of rupees originally earmarked for payment of com- 
pensation to the displaced persons should now be reduc:d to 75 crores 
of rupzes? I would request the Government to urge upon the 
Government of India to revise the stand now taken up by it, other- 
wise it will bə a sheer injustice to the displaced persons who ar> 
eagerly waiting to get an adequate quantum of compensation from 
the Government. Let the Government of India levy a liberty 
tax or a capital levy as it was done in similar circumstances in other 
countries and give full compensation to` the homeless and 
destitute displaced persons who have sacrificed their all for: the. sake 
of the country’s freedom. We claim it asa matter of right and 


not by way of charity. 


Then, Sir, I find that claims in respect of 25,000 acres of land 
have not yet been satisfied. There are also many cultivators who 
have been allotted land in the Beitilaqa and instances are not wanting 
where the persons entitled to Ist grade land have been given land of the 
4th grade. It has also been decided that the displaced zamindars will 
not get a share from the evacuee shamilat land on the basis of such 


Orig4nal with; 
Punjhb Vidhan Sabha 
Digifized by; 
Panjan 


(14) 72 Punjab Legislative Assembly [7th july, 1952 


(Shri Dev Raj Sethi] 
rights held bv them in Pakistan. We have also been hearing for the 


last two years that the Government will spend three or tour crores of 
rupees on the redemption of mortgaged lands and distribute it amongst 
the displaced landowners but this has not beea done so far. Besides 
this, an area of 28,538 acres of land has been set apart for different de- 
partments like the Public Works, Forests and Jails. There 
are also many cases in which the displaced persons had chits of allot- 
ment with them but when they went to the Revenue Assistant for get- 
ting possession of the land allotted to them they were shown the ordi- 
nance promulgated by the Government by virtue of which the tenants 
could not be ejected from their land and on this ground the possession 
was refused to them. When tenants were asked to execute the Qabulzat 
Nama or to pay the customary land revenue, they refused to do so. 


The result is that these poor displaced persons, even though they 
have got the allotment chits with them, cannot get the possession of 


the land for no fault of theirs. I wonder what considerations 
influenced the Government to promulgate an Ordinance two days 
before the commencement of this session to the effect that tenants 


cannot be ejected from their land. Sir, previously, when such a 


legislative measure was passed, exemption was given to the displaced 
landowners. I would, therefore submit to the Minister-in-charge 
that it is a gross injustice to deprive the displaced landowners of the 
land who during these five years of trials and tribulations have been 
eagerly looking forward to their rehabilitation. There seems to be 
no valid ground for not asking the tenants to quit their land 
especially when they arc not prepared to execute the Qabuliatnama 
When this would come before the Hous: for baing conver- 
ted into a regular legislation and placed on the Statute Book 
I would appeal to the hon. Members to give a fair deal to the 
displaced persons along with the tenants as they fall in the same 
category. Refugees’ condition is no better than that of the 
tenants. If we do justice to one class we should not deny it to the 
other. Both of them should be given equal exemption under the law. 


Then, Sir, I cannot but admire the scientific, economic formula 
the formula of standard acre evolved to arrive at an equitable, fair 
and just distribution of land on the basis of rights held by each land- 
holder in West Punjab. But we cannot forget that still about 50,000 
applications for allotment of land have to be disposed of. There is 
a rumour afloat, and J do not know how far it is correct, that the 
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Government of India have issued instructions that such applications 
should be kept pending without taking any decision on them. I would 
request the Government to decide these applications and complete the 
work of allotment even though it may take a month or so in deciding 
these applications. The Government should also get the mortgaged 
lands redeemed and distribute them amongst the displaced persons. 
The displaced cultivators should also be given a share out of 
28,000 acres of shamilat land, 


Then, I would refer to the widow homes which have been set up 
at four places. I understand that the widow home established at 
Hoshiarpur has been closed down which has resulted in a great 
hardship to the poor widows. I would appeal to the Government in 
the interest of ‘these homeless and destitute widows that these 
Ashrams should continue to function for their welfare. The Govern- 
ment should also give more loans to the urban’ displaced persons 
especially for building houses. 


Sardar Chanan Singh (Tanda) (Punjabi) : Sir, this demand has 
been under discussion in the House since this morning. I would like 
to make a suggestion with regard to our share of the ‘money deposited 
with the Central Co-operative Bank which is at present ` lying in 
Pakistan. This sum amounts to Rs. 58 lakhs. I wonder why when 
the Government is recovering rent and land revenue from the people, 
it does not recover its share of the money from Pakistan, ‘the money 
which is lying in the Co-operative Banks functioning thete. ‘Sir, the 
first demand of the refugees is that their money deposited ‘in the 
Co-operative Banks should be returned to thəm. ` In my district alone, 
there are about 1,50,000 displaced persons’ who arè coristituents of 
these banks and.to whom these banks owe about 60 lakhs of rupees. 
They are now in a destitute condition. While explaining this 
important point, the Minister concerned has stated that ‘its discussion 
is not conducive to the maintenance of law and order in the State. 
On the one hand, the Government wishes to promote the co-operative 
movement and on the other lakt's of rupees are being withheld’ from 
the distressed people. I would suggest, Sir, that immediaté steps be 
taken by the Government to get this money lor the gta în Order 
to enable them to rehabilitate themselves. oe 


Sir, the second important matter to which I would like to draw 
the attention of the Government is this. Harijans have been allotted 
land in mountainous and sub-montane ilaga where nobody else would 
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have liked to settle. They have reclaimed that rocky and marshy . 
land. and built their homes there. But itis a matter for regret that 

those destitute people are being ejected from there. In this T 
connection, I saw the Deputy Commissioner of Hoshiarpur district 


who told me that legally they could not be allotted any land and if k 5 
they did not leave that land he would have to use Police force for 
this purpose. I request, Sir, that they should not be subjected to * 
: this ill-treatment as they have no other source of livelihood. 
Then, Sir, in my district, some people have been allotted such =f 


houses as do not exist at all. Similarly, such land has been allotted 
to people over which the river Beas is flowing. Many poor people 
who were allotted land are again being displaced without any rhyme 
or reason and they want to end their lives in despair. Then the 
Government blames us by saying that the Communists unnecessarily 
interfere with the administration. I submit, Sir, that by its own 
half-hearted and muddle headed policies, the Government is creating 


a= - 


more Communists. The people who are being compelled to leave 
their homes and hearths will surely wreak vengeance on the Govern- 
ment. Recently, in Haryana, to which place Shri Jagat Ram belongs, 
tenants in four villages have been ejected. I saw the Deputy 
Commissioner in this connection. He told me that the tenants were 
not legally authorised to keep that land in their possession and if , 
they did not vacate it, the Police would have to use force. Evidence 
is being fabricated that the owners of that land had been cultivating 
their land by means of tractors for the last 4 years while the fact 
is that nobody is in possession ofa tractor. Sir, if things continue 
to drift in this manner, the situation will gò from bad to worse. ° 


Then, Sir, a sum of the order of Rs. 75,26,000/- has been set ` 
apart to ply buses and a profit of about Rs. 14 lakhs is said to have a 
accrued from the operation of the bus services. I challenge the 
veracity of this statement and would suggest the formation of a 
Committee consisting of the Minister himself, Members of this House 
and the private lorry owners to make a detailed enquiry into this 
matter. The profit may be due to the increase in the fare between 
Amritsar and Jullundur which has been raised from rupee one to 
Rs. 1/9/-. Again, it has been said that by allowing 25% depreciation, 
after 4 years the price of a lorry is reduced to 41% of the actual cost. 
This is also wrong. Asa matter of fact, these depaitments provide 
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good ground for nepotism and jobbery to flourish. This policy of 
nationalisation of road transport is not in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution. The Government will have to pay 
compensation to the private operators as is being done in the case of 
the abolition of Fagirdari in other States. 


Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan: The hon. Member is in favour of 
the poliy of nationalisation without compensation in Kashmir. I 
think he should have no objection if the same policy is followed 
in the Punjab also. 


Sardar Chanan Singh: Then Sir, a sum of Rs. 7 lakhs has been 
earmarked in the Budget for the Publicity Department of which 
Rs. 4 lakhs will be spent on the subordinate staff and Rs. one lakh 
forthe’ maintenance of officers while the remaining two lakhs -of 
rupees will be utilised for propaganda purposes. Sir, I have already 
given a sample of the propaganda that is being carried on. 


A sum of Rs. 26,090/- has been set apart for being spent on 
the maintenance of detenus. Last year,a sum of Rs. 25,000/- was 
provided under this item but only Rs. 14,000/- was spent. We 
were under detention aud we know that no family allowance was 
allowed to us. I, therefore, suggest that there is no use in making this 
provision. 


Sir, next comes the Home Defence Department. Out of 
Rs. 6,-0,000/- provided for this department, more than 4 lakhs of 
rupees will be spent on the establishment and the remaining will be 
spent on the purchase of fire engines. It is strange that a sum of 
as. 4iakhs is being spent on the establishment of such a small 
department. Under this Government, a very heavy expenditure is 
being incurred on the administration while very little is being spent 
for the actual benefit of the public at large And to meet this heavy 
expenditure the Government has to levy new taxes on the people. 
The truth is that the henchmen of the Ministers approach them with 
requests to give employment to their sons who have become Graduates 
and in order to provide them the Ministers have to maintain these 
departments. 


Shri Dev Raj Anand (Ambala Cautt) (Hindi) : Sir, through 
youl want to point out to the hon. Minister for Rehabilitation , 
that it was the Congress that had agreed to the division of the 


EEE 'S 


(14) 76 Punjab Legislative Assembly (7th July, 1952 j. 


Shri Dev Raj Anand} 

Punjab; none of the refugees came to this side. of his own accord. 
The refugees have put in their claims. for their urban immovable 
property left ii Pakistan. Its value runs into crores. of rupees. 
Most of these claims have been verified. I, therefore, request. the 
Government to take steps to decide the question of payment of 
compensation to them at a very early date as: day by day the ’ 
condition of the refugees in general is going from bad to worse. 


st _.. 


Then, Sir, I regret to bring to the notice of this House that 
according to certain newspapers of our State, the Government 
intends to free itself from the obligation to compensate the refugees 
for their losses by giving them only ten per cent of the amounts of 
their claims. I may point out to the Government that the proposed 
compensation is very meagre and I request the House to demand an 4 
adequate compensstion in this respect. 

Further, Sir, one cannot find a single instance in the history of ' 
the world in which such stupendous migration of population as here 
took place. The sacrifices made and the sufferings undergone by 
our refugee brethren at the time of the Partition stand unparalleled 
in history. Therefor, Sir, I want to request the State Government 
to impress upon the Government of India the fact that the entire 
responsibility of compensating the refugees lies upon its shoulders. 


i Through you, Sir, I also want to point out to the hon. 
Members of this House, that the Government has already done a 
great injustice to the poor refugees by imposing cuts, in some cases 
to the extent of 95%, on their claims for the allotment of agricultural 


lands. Now, it again intends to displace them by introducing 
agrarian ‘reforms in this State. 


These poor refugee allottees have purchased tractors and 
have invested thousands of rupees for the proper cultivation of 
these lands. How these people have been able to invest such ` 
large sums for agricultural improvement is a painful story. Each å 
case has a different story. Some have sold away their jewellery, 
others have got loans from the Government or from their friends 
and so on, My hon. Friends are fully aware of the fact that it 
is due to their ceaseless efforts, hard work and enterprising : 
spirit that the lands of East Punjab have become more productive ran 
and are now able to produce many times more than what they 
did before the partition. . 
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Then, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government 
to the fact that 99% of the bus services in the State are being 
operated by the refugees. It would be another hard hit on them, 
if the Government nationalizes these services. These people 
had to work hard and invest a lot to put the motor transport 


industry on its feet again after the disruption that overtook 
it as a result of the partition. 


In 1347, when Mahatma Gandhi came to Rawalpindi and 
stayed with me, addressing a gathering of 25 thousand, he had advised 
the people to continue to live there in spite of the heavy odds 
facing them. For some time, our people stayed there as advised by him. 
The conditions, however, became so unbearable after the partition 
that we were obliged to leave our houses and move to this side 
of the country. 1 want to remind you, Sir, of the courage and 
bravery of the men and women of our side. They sacrificed 
all they had in the cause of freedom and honour. My heart sinks 
and so I cannot relate to this House how 76 ladies threw themselves 
into a well preferring death to falling into the hands of the 
Muslim goondas. The people coming from Pakistan have made 
greater sacrifices for the attainment of freedom than the people 
living on this side. But I regret to point out to the hon. 
Members of this House, that in spite of all their sacrifices and 
sufferings, a step motherly treatment, is being meted out to 
them. I want to draw their attention to the other side of the 
picture also. I have received three or four letters from certain 
friends in Pakistan. In those letters, they have informed me 
that their Government is giving a sort of pension of which the 
value varies from Rs 250/- to Rs. 300/- to those persons who 
have left their properties worth thousands of rupees in India 
and are now unable to do any work there. How we wish that 
our Government had also taken a similar step. I want to bring 
it to the notice of the Government that with the passage of 
tine the condition of our refugees is going from bad to worse. 
They have neither houses to live in nor any means of earning a 
living I, therefore, request the Government to give more 
attention to the problem of the refugees. For instance, it should 
pay attention to the condition of evacuee houses in this State 
which is deteriorating day by day for want of timely repairs, I 
request the Government to get the repairs carried out annually 
likethe owners of private houses. In case, it does not take up 


EE IE'S=S~S=SCO a 
pa 
: (14) 78 Punjab Legislative Assembly (7th July, 1952 


3 
[Shri Dev Raj Anand] 
this responsibility the time is not far off when these houses will 


' 
_ collapse and the poor refugees will again be left shelterless. T 
We know the Government is not going to rebuild these houses. j 
31 
$ 


p With these words, I request the Government to realise 
its duty towards the refugees and try to solve their difficulties. 


Shri Jagat Ram (Hoshiarpur) (Hindi): Sir, I beg to submit 

~ that no other country in the World has ever had to face such a 

difficult problem as that of the resttlement of millions of refugees. ~<A 
Our Government had had to make arrangements for the resttlement 

of about four million people. ' 


Sir, I want to point out to the Government that our re- 
fugees had left more land in Pakistan than that left by the i 
Muslims on this side of the Punjab. It would have been proper 0 
on the part of the Government of India to have claimed from Pakistan 
10 to 20 lakh acres of land which our brethren had left there 


in excess. 


a 
~ Mr. Deputy Speaker: The hon. members should not make any 
reference to another Country. He should speak to the motion 
under consideration. 


Shri Jagat Ram: Sir, this discussion relates to the refugees 
and their claims. Therefore, there will be no harm if we make a 
reference to Pakistan. What I want to impress upon this House 
is that our Government should have raised this issue in the United 
Nations Organization, if Pakistan had refused to give us as much $ 
area of land as they received in excess of what that the Muslims inam 
had left. I am confident, Sir, that the United Nations Organi- ` 
zation would have decided this case in favour of our Country. . 


Then, Sir, I want to point out to this House that it is 
due to the weakness of our Governmet that a sum of Rs. 58 lakhs 
belonging to the Central Co-operative Bank, Hoshiarpur, is still 
locked up in Pakistan and it has failed to recover this amount E 
| so far. I need not add that the Co-operative Bank Hoshiarpur was ~— 

a very prosperous institution before the partition. That money could fn 
easily be advanced to the peasants in the form of loans but as a . 
result of the partition, it has been left in Pakistan while the 
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rural economy of this State has been totally shattered. : Not to 
speak of pa,ing interest to the depositors, the Bank has not been 
left even the original Capital. Had the Government taken a bold 
step on this issue and made representation to the Govern- 
ment cf India, it would have succeeded in getting back the money 
from the Government of West Punjab. If that was not possible 
we could at least get some loans so that the people of Hoshiarpur 
could have managed to promote and advance the Co-operative 
movement and helped to maintain the old standard of rural 
economy. 


Sir, the allotment of land has been made ina very hapha- 
zard manner. The area surrounding Tandla in District Hoshiarpur 
was previously inhabited by about 1,50,000 ‘Gujjars’ who migrated 
to Pakistan at the time of Partition. This land which was once 
productive is now under a wild growth of reeds and prickly bush 
etc. This land which was of poor quality was allotted to those 
who had all along lived on fertile and productive lands. They 
were not contented with this sort of allotment made to them and 
soon after they transferred these lands to tenants on a nominal 
rental and left the place with the result that in the absence of 
proper care, the lands soon turned into a jungle abounding 
in wild animals like blue bulls, pigs and _ leoporads. These 
wild animals have struck terror in the minds of the people who live 
in the surrounding areas and they are in constant fear 
of their lives. All this to my mind, is the outcome of the wrong 
policy followed by the Rehabilitation Department. Sir, this is 
the area whick if paid proper attention, can yield a good deal. I 
understand that about 50,000 acres of land can easily be reclaimed 
for cultivation, but no viforts have been made to bring this land 
under the plough. After having a survey made of the housing 
accommodation in the area around my own town. I suggested to 
the Government to establish a refugee camp there for I believed the 
housing accommodation in my town was quite enough to accommodate 
at least 4,000 families but the pitv is that the authorities did not pay 


- any heed to this proposal. The buildings got damaged, the material 


was removed and the houses were rendered un-habitable. 


Then, Sir, corruption is rampant in certain sections of the 
Rebabilitation Depariment. It isa matter cf utter shame that the 
Patwaris while delivering tbe allotment chits, do not hesitate to 
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demand illegal gratification from those poor wretched people who s | 
= have lost their all in Pakistan while the authorities at the helm of i 

affairs are anxious to provide the necessary help and succour to the 7 
displaced persons in the matter of their rehabilitation, petty 


officials like the Patwaris etc. frustrate their efforts by resorting to 
such malpractices. Many officers, no doubt, have put in laborious 
and honest work in this gigantic task but they have also been brought 
into disrepute by the misdeeds of the rest of the staff. [, therefore, a 
submit to the Government to rise to the occasion and take effective 
steps to eradicate corruption from this Department and wash away a 
the stigma cast on its fair name. 


Sir, the work of deciding the revision applications in respect of 
allotment of land is being carried on very slowly. An hon. Member 4 
of this House has declared that he is in know of more than 500 


~- 


instances where the applications for review have been lying un- 
attended to. Similarly, I think that there must be many more cases 
in which justice has not been done. Therefore, it is in the fitness of 
things that these applications should be properly considered and 
just action taken without any further delay. I feel that the Financial 
Commissioner alone cannot deal with such a large number of applica- 
tions and therefore, urge that this responsibility should be transferred 
to some other honest officers who should mete out justice and help the 
displaced people to rehabilitate themselves properly. 


Shri Teg Ram (Khuian Sarwar) (Hindi): Sir, today the House 
is having discussion on the Rehabilitation Department. Many hon. 


Members, during the course of their speeches, have „pointed towards ' 
certain shortcomings and flaws in the working of this department. ap 
Nobody can deny that the problem of rehabilitation of millions of our x 


displaced brethren who having been practically ruined on account 
of the fateful partition of our State migrated to India was not an 
ordinary one. When they crossed over to India, they were penniless ; 
and had got no means to make both ends meet. Their rehabilitation 
was, in fact, not a child’s play. This was, of course, something 
unprecedented not only in the history of India but in the history of 


the entire human race. In view of the magnitude and copmiexity 
: of the problem I am of tbe opinion that the hon. Members who 
resort to undue criticism of the Government and find faults with its 
policy do not seem to look at the issue in its proper perspective 
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Mr. Speaker, through you, I wish to point out to them that it is 
very easy to criticise but difficult to act. Asa matter of fact, both 


the Central as well as the State Governments deserve appreciation and 
congratulations for the headway that they have so far been able to 


make in this direction. We cannot, however, think that the whole 


^ problem has been properly solved and that all the displaced persons 


» 


1 
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have been satisfactorily rehabilitated. Further, it cannot be taken 
to mean that all their difficulties have been removed. Sir,in fact, 
much remains to be done. Many of our displaced brethren are still 
in distress, I, therefore, take this opportunity to invite the attention 
of the Government towards some of the most important matters 
concerning the refugees. 


Sir, the event of partition brought untold miseries to the people. 
Their business was uprooted and their movable as well as immovable 
properties were left in Pakistan. However, it is a heartening factor 
that some of them have been allotted lands after imposing certain 
cats. Besides, there were people who neither possessed lands nor 
owned any other property in the Pakistan, I mean the labouring 
class. On their arrival in the Indian territory, they were also 
allotted lands for cultivation. But, Sir, it isa matter for deep regret 
that the Government has now cancelled those allotments and have 
allotted those lands to big landlords with the result that the condition 
of these poor people has further deteriorated. The reserved area has 
also been allotted to big people. 


Then, Sir, for the last some months, it has been made a rule 
that no peasant who previously used to cultivate land in the reserved 


area on lease would be allowed to settle there. In this respect, 


the Rehabilitation Minister was pleased to state in reply to my 
question that there were 47,000 families of cultivators who cultivated 
lands before the partition who had to come over to India. There- 
after, I put a supplementary enquiry asto how many of them had 
been allotted lands but the Minister could not reply. Sir, I think that 
there are still many peasant families who are idle, and who have got no 
home to live in and no source of income. Just a short while ago, 
I referred this matter to the Minister who pleaded his helplessness 
to provide lands to the landless peasants, Itisa matter of common 
knowledge that in the famine-stricken areas of Hissar, innumerable 
cattle died of starvation. Itis a pity that people in this ¿laga did 
not have even fodder to feed their cattle. 
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Kheg, there used to live a man with his family. The poor man was 
ejected from his house. Having been provided with no other roofed 4 
accommodation, whatsoever he along with his children was comeplled 5 J 
to live under the shade of a charpoyin the open compound in the 
scorching heat of the sun. At last, this person left that village and 
proceeded towards Bikaner where his little son aged two years 
passed away. 


In my constituency Khuian Sarwar, in a village named Dalmir * 
f° 
j 


Mr. Speaker, this village was visited by several officials in- 
cluding the Sub Divisional Officer and all of them had reported that ! 
not a single man in that village was without roofed accommodation. 
There is another village named Diwan Khera situated at a distance é 
of about five miles from the border. This village waS at one time 
mainly inhabited by the Muslims. The refugees residing in the 
evacuee houses in this village, too were treated likewise. They 
protested against their ejectment from these houses but their hue and 
cry only fetched them rebukes from the officers. Not only this. These 
otficers were bold enough to tell the poor refugees to go back to the 
places from where they had come. Left with no other alternrative, they 
most reluctantly put their household effects on their bullock carts 
and marched to the Pakistan side. The Indian Militery stationed at 
the border checked them but they succeeded in reaching the area across 
the border. Later on, these people were persuaded to come back. But 
instead of being shown any sympathy or given houses to live in or 
being provided with land for cultivation they have been implicated 


in a false case. = 


Mr. Speaker, these forty-seven thousand people who have 
migrated to this State, after having left behind their lands in - 
Pakistan, have here been provided neither houses to live in nor lands 
to cultivate. One, therefore, feels astonished at the manner in which 
the allotment scheme is being worked out in the State. While the ° 
persons actually residing in big cities like Delhi, Jullundur etc. have 
been allotted big houses and plots of land measuring 8 to 10 acres in 


these circumstances, I would like to request the Minister incharge 


villages, the poor landless peasants have been totally ignored, In ya 
of the Rehabilitation Department to pay his special attention : 


towards improvine the plight of he poor tenants. They are still being 
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ejected by the big landlords who want to keep their lands for self 
cultivation with the aid of tractors. I would further suggest that the 
leased lands may also be given to the refugee peasants whether the 
Government acquires those lands or makes some other arrangements 
in that connection. This is most essential because unless and until 
they are properly rehabilitated, they cannot rest. Each head of the 
family has often to support a number of dependents and it is only 
when all these persons are settled that the Government should claim to 


have solved the problem satisfactorily. 


It would perhaps be of interest to the hon. Members to know 
that tre Department of Rehabilitation has been acting irresponsibly 
and committing irregularities. Some persons who originally belonged 
to Abohar area had purchased lands and settled in the Bhawalpur 
State. In consequence of the partition of the country, they came 
back to Abohar. Amongst them were two real brothers, One of them 
was recognised by the Department as a Punjabi and allotted land 
while the other was considered as a non-Punjabi and his claim 
was ignored. The latter is, therefore in a great fix, as he is 
neither being owned by the Punjab Government nor by the Central 
Government. Quoting another instance of the kind, I would refer 
to an incident that took place about a year ago in Jamnu Basti and 
Sukhera Basti near Abohar Town. Certain refugees who had not 
been allotted any land were living there and used to earn their 
livelihood by running petty shops. They were compelled to quit 
their places. At last when they resorted to hunger strike they 
were given assurances that they would be provided with houses- 


Till now they are without houses. 


Coming next to the prevalence of corruption in the Department 
of Rehabilitation, I cannont help saying that the Patwaris engaged 
in connection with the work of rehabilitation were from the outset 
resolved to make good all the losses they had sustained in Pakistan 
by indulging in corrupt practices. Referring to the manner in which 
the money earned through illegal means is pocketed, I have only 
to say that a few months back when the land was being allotted 
to persons in groups of six each the officers at the helm 
of the affairs managed to make a good deal of money. 
Amongst them there was a Tahsildar who shared his ill- gotten 
money witha Patwari serving under him lest the latter should 
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expose him. The patwaris accepted illegal gratification even from there 
own relations by helping them in the matter of allotment of 
reserved land. 


In view of such a sad state of affairs, 1 would request the 
Government to take immediate steps to eradicate this evil practice 
from the Department and to provide the labourers and the peasants, 
living both in the towns and the villages, with adequate facilities . 
for earning their livelihood. With these words, I resume my Seat. 


Sardar Mukhtiar Singh (Moga-Dharmkot) (Punjabi) Mr. Speaker : 
the problem of Rehabilitation was a very gigantic problem and 
our Government has rightly been spending huge sums of money 
on providing relief and shelter to the displaced persons. But 
Sir, the pity is that the funds earmarked for these purposes 
are very often exhausted even before the orders conveying the 
sanction cross the Simla Hills. In this way, the displaced persons 
in whose name this Department of Rehabilitation is being run 
are deprived of the financial assistance meant for them. Not only 
this, they are also denied access to the higher officers lest they 
should express their grievances in person. In support of my state- 
ment I would like to quote the Deputy Commissioner, Feroze- 
pur, who has issued standing orders that a refugee desirous 
of seeing him should first get a chit from the Revenue Assistant 
and that anybody else wanting to see him must come through his 
Personal Assistant. Once, I accompanied the refugees to the Deputy 
Commissioner and asked him as to what procedure he had 
laid down for a man who wanted to complain against the 
attitude of the Revenue Assi-tant or the Personal Assistant. In reply, 
the Deputy Commissioner was bold enuogh to tell me to refer 
the matter to the Government. It is on account of this sort of indifferent 
attitude on the part of the Deputy Commissioner that the refugees 
there have to run a hundred and one times to the officers for the 
satisfaction of their needs. 


I would submit to the Ministers, through you, Sir, that whenever 
they go on tour they should verify the Bank accounts of the Govern- 
ment employees—right from the officer at the top to the chaprasi at 
the bottom—and, where necessary, make enquiries in regard to the 
sources of their income. As a matter of fact, corruption in this 
Department has reached a stage where the poor refugees have begun 
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to realize that it is wiser to bribe some officer to be able to get houses 
or lands allotted to them. 


T make bold to say, Sir, that this Cabinet of eight Ministers 
could do a lot for the prosperity and wellbeing of this small State 
comprising of 12 districts, if they had the mind to do so. If our 
hon. Ministers pay a surprise visit to our district, they will be 
astonished to see the state of affairs prevailing there. Sir, I want to 


- assure the House, through you, that I am not making any misleading 


propaganda. These are heard facts which nobody can deny. 


In Ferozepur, people keep waiting for days on end but even 
then they fail to get an interview with the Deputy Commissioner. 
The plight of the poor interview-seekers is really pitiable. The 
condition of the Harijans was already bad but that of the refugees is 


worse. They are facing great hardships. 


The Government should exempt the refugees from the payment 
of rent in respect of evacuee houses occupied by them and thereby 
alleviate a little of their distress. With their present meagre and 
slender resources, these destitutes are being hard put to it, so far as 
the payment of rents is concerned. Some of them have been served 
with notices to pay such large sums as Rs. 300/- on account of 
arrears of rent. These poor people are not in a position to pay such 
sums. So I assured them that { would voice their feelings before the 
and Government try to get them exempted from its payment. 


We are very grateful to the Government for its having been so 
gracious and kind to the Harijans. We are confident that now 
when our Minjsters who represent the masses are at the helm of 
affairs, they would make an all out effort to better their lot still 
further, The Harijans of my constituency are experiencing a 
considerable difficulty in getting their clothes washed. The washermen 
refuse to do their work. No doubt, the Government has enacted 
laws to liquidate untouchability yet in actual practice it is still 
persisting 4 would request the Government to take strong action to 


eradicate this evil. 

Dewan Jagdish Chandra (Ludhiana City, North) (Hinds): Sir, 
the rehabilitation Demand has been discussed at length by my 
colleagues in the House. Some of them have put forth very 
constructive suggestions which if given a practical shape can go a 
long way in solving this problem. But my hon. Friends opposite 
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have made some suggestions which they themselves would not have ` 
liked to accept were they in our position. Ca 
0: 
The partition has created such problems for India as have no | 
parallel in the history of the world. It was a gigantic task which 3 
7 


this infant State was called upon to accomplish. Our Government C2 
steered through it with courage and perserverance, They had not got 

‘the Alladin’s Lamp’ to work miracles and change the face of things 

overnight. -> 


Shrimati Shanno Devi: People on this side of the border have 
not been generous to us. | 


Dewan Jagdish Chandra : I quite agree with my sister that the 
people on this side have not shown any soft corner for them but there 
is no gainsaying the fact that this State and the Central Government 
have been very kind and generouns to the displaced persons. 


One of my hon. Friends sitting opposite has made a 
suggestion for the imposition of an ‘Independence Levy’ in the 
State to help the displaced persons. My suggestion is that this 
tax should be imposed in all the States of the Indian Union. It 
is obvious that if the partition was effected for the common 
good of all the nationals of India, the incidence of the partition 
should not be allowed to fall on the Punjabis alone. So I reiterate 
that this burden should be shared by all the Indians alike. This 
is the only way of minimising the miseries of the teeming millions 
of displaced persons. 


India is fast moving towards nationalization. Land, factories 
transport, in fact every thing is being nationalized and I am 
sure that the policy of nationalization can solve all our economic 
problems. 


Some hon. Friends have criticised the policy of applying 
graded cuts on land. I may tell them that this was inevitable 
due to the fact that we had a smaller area of land at our 
disposal. So faras the rehabilitation of urban refugees is concerned ~ 
our Government has not been able to pay much attention to it. pe 
There is much congestion in cities due to an acute shortage of housing . 
accommodation. So many families are residing in one house! 
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I think that if our Government pays proper attention towards 


T the work of rural rehabilitation, it can lessen congestion in cities. 
~ I make an earnest request to the hon. Minister to create such an 
| atmosphere in the rural areas that people may be able to get 
! all reasonable facilities in regard to education, medical aid, means 
ae of communications and security of life. We should also provide 


all them with means of earning their livelihood. If we want that 
~ our State should prosper and that peace and plenty should exist 
in the State, we should take immediate steps to uplift the poor 


peasant, 
kor 


Then, Sir, I am proud to say that my Government is going 
ahead with the Capital Project at a good speed. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: You are talking like a Minister. 


Shri Jagdish Chandra: I would submit, Sir, that I am a 
member of the party in power and so I am also responsible for 
all the acts of omission and commission of the Government. 
Therefore, Sir, I have got the right to say that my Government 
is doing such and such things. I was submitting that our 
Government is going ahead with the colossal task of executing 
the Capital Project, the Community Project and other Development 
schemes. . 


i conclude my speech with the remark that while so many 
schemes of public utility are engaging the attention of the 
Government, there are so many other problems which still 
remain untouched. 


2 Shri Ram Ghandra Comrade (Nurpur) (Hinds): Sir, the renowned 


al Urdu poet Zaug has said: 
os 
i ga: Cm in à è Mad aaa, Cassa agi at t Ga gaa a | 
4 ~ 9 ~ ~ e ~ ~ 
TSI Jar GAD Ass ons, Waa fen ns a 3 Aa feasa Ñ | 
My country being under a democratic form of Government, I 
m have always been able to give expression to my difference of opinion 
ip with the policy of the Government in the matter of rehabiiitating the 
r refugees. I think that our Government has not acted boldly in tackling 
. the rehabilitation problem. The result of following an irresolute 
| policy was that for a long time we could not decide where to settle 
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the refugees. Comparatively, the Government of Pakistan was more 
resolute than our Government in this matter. That is why we failed 
to mobilize the labour that was available in abundance and to put 
it to some use. Most of the displaced persons have been sitting idle 
far along time. I have been raising my voice against this policy 
though my voice was feeble. 


When the country was partitioned, I had rema:ked that the 
time had come to change the capitalist order of society. I reiterate 
we will have to take up boldly the work of bringing about sich a 
change in society. We have seen by experience that it is not possibie 
tu distribute wealth equitably under the present order of things. We 
have not been quite successful in our efforts to rehabilitate the 
displaced persons and many corrupt practices have marred the 
work of allotment of lands and houses. Nobody pays any heed to 
the complaints made by the poor and weak members of our society. 
The main cause of all these mal-practices and the difficulties 
experienced by the ordinary man is the fact that our Government had 
no definite, resolute and considered rehabilitation policy. We tried 
to rehabilitate the displaced persons while keeping intact the existing 
capitalistic order of society and that is why we failed in our endeavour 
owing to the weakness of the system itself. The result of all our 
efforts is that even now the problem is far from being solved. 


Those who have come from Pakistan have not been able to 
stand on their legs with the aid of loans advanced to them. [ think 
that so long as we do not deal with them in a liberal manner, it will 
not be possible for such people to gain the positions \hich they have 
lost on account of the partition. At least a sum of rupees fifteen 
crores should be given by the Rehabilitation Finance Corporation 
in the form of loans to the industrialists so that industry may begin 
to flourish again in this State. 


Another problem which is a source of trouble to many people 
isthat of housing. This difficuity is also being experienced by 
Government employees. I, therefore request the Government to pay 
its attention towards this important problem. I have seen that 


thousands of families are living in dirty and dingy houses in our 
cities. The houses that are unfit for residential purposes should 
either be utilized for other purposes or be demolished so that the 
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health of these families may not be affected adversely. It is re- 
grettable that the Government of Punjab has not been able to 
mobilize the energy of the people and to get their full co-operation. 
I, however, congratulate it for permitting the displaced persons to 
adjust the loans taken by them against their claims whic b have been 
verified. With these words, } resume my seat. 


Shri Dharam Vir Vasisht (Hassanpur) (Hindi) : Sir, two of 
the hon. Members from Gurgaon have pleaded the case of the 
Meos. It has been stated that the last census was defective in many 
respects. In the first place, thousands of persons are left out and 
their names do not appear on the register. Then there were cases in 
which the names were wrongly entered or the names of the fathers 
were wrong. As a result of all this, thousand of Meos have been 
left out and they are unable to get back their lands, which they had 
to leave during the riots. In order to do justice to such persons, it is 
essential that some speedy and direct method should be adopted. 
Fither a committee of M. L. A’s. and Ministers should be constituted ° 
or some tribunal of the High Court Judges may be formed to go into 
such cases at once and to provide relief to these people. Moreover, 
there are certain Meos whose names appear on the electoral rolls of 
Uttar Pradesh. This fact may also be taken into consideration as 
evidence of such people having stayed on throughout in India. I 
would request the Government to treat such persons as displaced 
persons because, in fact, there is very little difference between them 
and the refugees from West Punjab. They were also compelled by the 
cicumstances to leave their hearths and homes and to undergo 
sufferings. Some of them had to leave for Pakistan and then come 
back to their coumtry disappointed. In the matter of their rehabilita- 


_ tion, the Government should be kind and sympathetic in its attitude 


towards them. 


This is a small matter involving the rehabilitation of not moire 
than 600 or 700 Meo families but it has a great symbolic value. 
It will prove whether secularism has really taken roots in the 
minds of the people of the Punjab. If we rehabilitate these 
Meo families, we shall be able to claim that ours is a truly 
secular State but if they are not resettled, Pakistan and other 
countries will be in a position to question the Bona fides of 
our secularism. This is a question of the fundamental principles 
on which our Constitution is based. With the rehabilitation of 
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these 6) or 709 Meo families, we shall be laying the foundation . 
of real secularism in the State. Not caring for the vested interests 
of a few persons, these families should be restored the possession oe 
of their houses. | a 


During the British, Government lasting more than a oa 
hundred years, there always used to be a department to deal i 2 
with war pensions and awards. It used to be asort of appendage -] 
to the administration. The same is the case with our Rehabilitation 
Department., The Government must fix a dead line by which 
time it should complete all its work in connection with the resettlement hoe 
of refugees. A date should also be fixed by which all the : 
displaced persons should be paid compensation for their losses > 
and after that there should be no distribution between the e 
refugees and the local persons. The representatives of the l 
displaced persons are in a better position to voice their view point. E 
I shall only say that some dead line for the completion of - ‘= 
this work must be fixed. a 


Sardar Waryam Singh ({Serah) (Punjabi): Sir, the Govern- 
ment deserves our gratitude for what it has done for the rehabilitation = jl 
of the displaced persons, though T wish to make a few suggestions 
in order to remove some defects in the working of the Rehabilitation 
Department. | 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member should try to be 
brief because three more hon. Members have to speak before this hae 
sitting terminates. z 

è “~ oe 

Sadar Waryam Singh: If that is the case and I am to be allowed 

only four or five miniutes, some other hon. Wember may be called 


upon to speak. Iam prepared to resume my seat. ca 


Shrimat; Sita Devi: On a point of order, Sir. If the hon. eo 
Members are allowed to speak for five minutes only, they will not 
be able to express in such a short time, It will simply amount to the 
inclusion of their names in the list of those who took part in the a 
proceedjngs of today. 


~ Mr. Deputy Speaker: This is no point of order. The Chair aaa 
can use jts discretion in the matter of allotment of time to. the eas 
hon. Membes for cxpressing their views. a 
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Sardar Waryam Singh: I want to draw the attention of 
the Government to some of the difficulties of the 
my district. 
allotment of 


people of 
The principle of review of the orders relating to the 

land has been accepted by the Government but 
I know of many cases in which these orders were reviewed two 
or three years ago but no action has so far been taken to implement 
them. I can cite a number of such instances pertaining to the 
allotment of land in the suburbs of Batala. People think that 
the parties who are to be adversely affected approach the authorities 
and do not let the orders be put into effect. 
should 


This impression 
be removed and possession should be delivered to the 
persons who have been allotted lands on review of the previous 


orde: s. 


_ In addition to this, there is a place known as Shakarpura 
situated at a distance of two or three furlongs from Bataia. The 
late Dr. Lehna Singh Sethi ordered that the houses situated 
there belonged to the non-proprietors and these should be allotted 


to refugee non-proprietors but I am sorry to say that nothing has 


been done in the matter so far. I have drawn the attention of 
the Tehsildar towards this matter several times and have requested 


_ him to allot those houses according to the instructions issued by 


the former Minister for 
Deputy Commissioner has 


Rehabilitation, but he says that the 
not approved of that scheme. I told 


. him that he could allot a few houses to those persons whom the 


favour but the 
non-proprietors, 


Deputy Commissioner wanted to 


remaining 
but to no 
effect. 


A 


There is Mother place known as Saingarh Kulian near Pathankot. 


` A number of four-marla plots have been allotted to some persons 


there but houses on those plots are being constructed by others. 
The allottees of these plots have complained to the Deputy 


Commissioner several times but he pays no heed to their complaints. 


In some cases, 


the Deputy Commissioner has cancelled the 


aliotment of plots and has declared those persons who are 
constructing buildings on them as the authorised allottees. 
Another thing which I want to point out is that in the 


Budget for the current year, there is no provision for any kind of 
subsidy, grants or loans for the rural refugees. There are many villages 
in which there are no houses and the peasants have to live in tents 


i 
o og 
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There should be some provision for building houses for these people. 
The Government has decided to postpone the recovery of loans from 
the urban refugees till such time as they receive the first instalment 
of compensation against their urban property claims. [ shall request 
it to postpone the recovery of taccavi loans from the villagers also 
until their claims are assessed. l 


_ The Government deserves our appreciation for the manner in 
which it has tackled the refugee problem but there is a great need for 
maintaining strict control over the officers in order to ensure that they 
carry out the policy of the Government faithfully and honestly. 


Instances have come to my notice where people were actually living 
in some houses and the Inspector concerned reported them to be 


vacant and got them allotted to other persons. This caused a great 
inconvenience to the the persons who were previously living there. 
In Batala, an inspector delivered the possession of a house to a 
displaced person after making him pay the former occupant’s electricity 
bill, In order to avoid being unpopular among the public it is 
necessary for the Government to see that its policy is properly carried . 
out by its officers. | 


Sardar Nidhan Singh (Mehna) (Punjabi): Sir, as you allow | 
very little time to the members belonging to my party and probably 
do not want us to express our views in detail, [ shall say only this 
much that I fully support the cause of the displaced persons and requ- 
est the Government to extentd to them the maximum possible help for 


thei: rehabilitation. 
è 


Shri Kesho Das (Pathankot) (Hindi) : Sir, as the ne is short, 
instead of making a regular speech I would like to enumerate the 
suggestions that I have to make to the Government. 


(l) Taccavi loans should not be recovered from the refugees for 
at least ten years because they have not yet been able to stand on 
their feet. 


(2) Houses should be built for providing shelter to about two 
thousand refugees who are working as labourers on the road- 


construction work in Pathankot and are passing their days in the open 
on street pavements. For this purpose, ten time the number of 


houses already built will be required. 
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(3) A large area of the evacuee land allotted to the refugees is 
ite land, They should be given tractors on loan to bring it under 
tivation. 


(4) Shops should be given to those stall-holders in Pathankot 
ose stalls have been dismantled. 


(5) The land near the border which is in I or ITI grades should 
converted into grade IV so that it may be brought undér cultiva- 
m by the refugees and they may be able to increase the food 
‘oduction of our State. 


(6) Refugee peasants should be given more facilities such as 
ans for sinking tube-wells and purchasing tractors. 


(7) No rent shoald be charged from them for evacuee’s houses 
cupied by them in towns sinc: they ar> already finding a difficult 
ı make their both end meet. 


(8) A cut should be applied to the property of big landlords so 
it the landless may be provided with land, the houseless with 
uses and the unemployed with employment. 

(9) Landless people such as the Harijans should be collectively 


lotted land for cultivation so that they may be able to make full 
se of it. 


Mr, Deputy Speaker: I will stop you at No. 10. (Laughter) 


Shri Kesho Dass: (10). Refugees to whose claims for land 
it has been applied should be given compensation for it. 


(11) Dispensaries andfhospitals should be opened in the border 
reas for the benefit of refugees living there. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: That would do. 


Ral Raghuvir Singh (Seraj) (Hindi): Sir, it is true the 
rovernment has been trying its best to help the refugees; still what 
t nas been able to do cannot be called ‘complete’ just as a patient 
s not called healthy so long as he is not fully cured. It is, however, 
rood that they have formed associations through which they bring 
heir grievances to the notice of the Government but it is regrettable 


poe that despite the fact that these associations make very 
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[Rai Raghuvir Singh] 
constructive suggestions they are not given the attention they 


deserve. For instance, the Refugees Association Ambala had 
represented to the authorities that lands should be allotted tọ those 


refugees who though'settled in towns wanted to pursue agricultural 


profession which was their hereditary calling but which they had to 
ewe up OERE no fault of their own. 


The’denutation that they had sent to the authorities was ‘told 
‘that they could not now go back to the land since they had ‘settled 
in the towns, I admit, Sir, that there is paucity of land and until 
Bhakara Dam is completed it may not be possible to increase 
appreciably the cultivable area but surely those refugees who were 
anxious to take to agriculture again should have been accommodated 


somehow or other! This could be done by giving them preference 
in the matter of allotment over those who were holders of squares 
(Murrabe) in West Punjab, thanks to the meritorious services they ha d 
rendered to the British Government! Instead of allotting land to 


such absentee landlords it should have been allotted to those who 
were ready to till it with their own hands. 


True, owing to its own multiplying liabilities, the Government 
is anxious to make recoveries of taccavi loans but I think the matter 
should be postponed until these poor refugee peasants are able to 
stand on their own feet and their economic condition is improved. 
The responsibility for their being uprooted lies with the Government. 
On account of the principle of self-determination accepted by our 
leaders, these people had had to leave their homes and undergo untold 
sufferings Now at last that they have been resettled, they should 
be treated with kindness and sympathy in the matter of recovery of 
taccavi loans. To force them to do so immediately regardless of their 
condition would be ignoring their sacrifices. 


There is no denying the fact that the rehabilitation of millions 
of refugees was a stupendous task but I regret to point out that 
from one particular view-point it has been tackled in a somewhat 
haphazard manner. What I mean to say is that resettlement has 


not been made according to the need of filling the void in different 


tlagas created by the migration of persons of a particular pro- 
fession. For instance in the ¿laqa where there was dearth of artisans, 
people following this profession have not been resettled. Resattlgs 
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ment of refugees has not been made profession-wise. While at 
one place there is a surplus of artisans, at others there is a 


complete dearth of them. 
As regards the grant of compensation to the refugees for urban 


immovable property left by them in Pakistan, in my opinion if our 
Goveinment takes a strong stand in this matter I don’t think 


_ Pandit Nehru who has already a soft corner in his heart for 


them wil) allow any injustice to be done to them 


Mr. Deputy Speaker: Your time is over 


The Assembly then adjourned til 2 p. m. on Tuesday 


8th July, 1952 
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